
O PE.OPLE! The Doors of the Kingdom 
are opened: The Sun of Truth is shining 
upon the world; the Fountains of Life 

are flo" ' ing ; the Daysprings of Mercy ha\c ap­
peared; the Createst and Most Glorious Light is 
now manifest to illuminate the hearts of men. 

Wake up and hear the Voice of COD calling 
from all paris of the Supreme World-"Comc unto 
Me, 0 .lie chi/,lren of men; come unto M e. 0 .lie 
who are thirst];. and drink from this sn>eet Water 
which is Jescrnding in torrents upon 01/ parIJ of 
Ihe Rlcbe." 

These days are the days of Faith and Decd.s-­
not the days of words and lip service: Let us 
arise from the sleep of negli~nce, and realize what 
a great feast is prepared for U!; first eating thereof 
ourselves. then giving unto others who arc thint­
ing for the Water of Knowledge. and hungering 
for the Bread of Life. 

These'Great Days are swiftly passing; and once 
gone they can never be recalled. So. while the 
Rays of the Sun of Truth are still shining and The 
Cenler 0/ Tile Cownanl 0/ COD is manifest. let 
us go forth to work. 

-ABDUL-BAHA. 
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"IT IS PART 01" THE D IVINE WISDOM THAT I SHOULD KEEP SILENT FOR A TIME" 

His Holiness ABl>CL-BAlI.\-and in His Presence a 
gathering- of pilgrims to. and residents of. the IT oly Land 
- at the shrine of the H.\ B on Mount Cantlel. The first 
photol.:"rnph l'y{'r t:1kpll of ,\HP\ 1. · 1\"11 \ in tIll' Ifol y Land . 
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.. w ~ dell.e but the 1I'00d or the world and the happlneu of ",'~1;,:::' 

'aith aad aU men as brotbers; that the bond. of .. flection and 't_~ 
that dlverally of ,..,11&'100 sball c" ..... a"d dll'l'e .... ncel of 
thne ruinous wan shan pan away, and the 'Most Great 
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"TODAY. DIVINE POWERS REINFORCE THE SOULS WHO ARE 
SPREADING THE CAUSE OF GOD!" 

Abdul-Eaha'j Message to the Bahais throughout fhe u>orlJ, Jelil>ered at the 
Tomb of BAHA'O'LLAH. Dec.ember 25, 1913. 

I
T is part of the Divine Wisdom that I should keep silent for a time! All thai 

was required of me, that is. to raise my voice in the churches. synagogues, con­
ventions, and meetings,'" calling the attention of the people to the Kingdom of 
God and the appearance of BAHA'O'LLAH---pra~e be to Cod! through the 

confirmation of the Blessed Perfection-is accomplished. Now it is the turn of the 
believeu of Cod. Now I am ever expecting to hear the sweet voice of the friends 
raised and the watchword. "Ya-Baha'-el-ABHA!" reaching the ear of the hurl 
and spirit. 

Those souls who have become subservient to the will of God as manifested in 

I 
the life and teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH must know of a certainty that they aUract 
unto themselves heavenly con6nnation and assistance. Now, existence upon the 
Sacred Threshold is the magnet whereby aid is attracted. The more the believers 
humble themselves at the Divine Threshold, the more powerful and universal will 
be the descent of the Holy Spirit of new dedication upon them. The more they 
strive to teach souls the greater will be their power of santification and attraction. 

Today divine powers reinforce the souls who are spreading Ihe Cause of God. 
Whoever walks upon this highway is con6rmed; those who appear now as dried 
plants will be changed into fruitful trcell. Cod's blessing will rest upon all who 
enlist in the service. They are the flowers of the garden of ABHA-they must 
breathe forth their fragrance! They are the trees planted by the sacred 
hand of BAHA'O'LLAH in the orchard of the Kingdom. He hath watered you 
with the rivers of His knowledge and hath protected you from winds and stonns. 

I hope that each one of you may become a tree laden with delicious fmits for 
the healing of the' nalions! 

A GLIMPSE OF ABDuL-RAHA ON MOUNT CARMEL 
By :\1. ~1. TloLB.\CH in Tbl" ChriJfiall COIIIIIIOlH!:raftfr. 

I WRITE this by a window that looks across 
~II orange garden to the slopes of .:\Iount 
Carmel, whieh rises almost abruptly beyond 

the r~d-roofed house~ of the Gennan colony. 
The ":\[oun\ of God"' is hnt a hill in comparison 
with the mighty Alps. yet huw great is iH 
b~cin<ltion, how heamiful it appears now in the 
moonlight! From time immemorial it has heen 
the home of the prophets. It is here that 
\h<.lul-Daha dwells today. and the simple 
Gt'r!l1an~ who left their native l,md to await 

"\],e second coming" of their 1.:ord upon tbis 
mountai". are his ncighhors! In my ears i< 
the sound of the sea, for the Iolue .:\lccJiteT­
rane<ln bl)S the shores of Carmel, aud across 
the llay Akka gleams white in the moonliR"ht. 
"'The greatest Prisou" it was called when 
I.h.H'\'O·LL.~lI dwelt there, a priooner in a penal 
dty. flut a l>!e<_ing ~l1rely rests upon it now, 
for the sun seems eHr to shine there when the 
sea and the sky arc grey. The sui I upon which 
its houses ~r<" hui lt has heen many times soaked 
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in blood. Chrj,lian ;mu Saracen l11a~sacrcu on~ 
ano ther thefc in turn. ~l any prisoners ha VI: 

lanl(Uishecl thefe since Napoleon's prine was 
humbled by his failure to lake "the petty town" 
which yet he designated "the key to the East." 

Since his return frOIll Egypt, f"c(, weeks a~o, 
Abdul-Raha has morc than once visited Akka 
and rcmaint."U some time, visiting old frit'nds 
who knew him in Ihc days of his imprisonmem. 
During one of his dsits \h\"re he sent for the 
American Ibhais who aTC making a pilgrim:lg(' 
to the Holy Land, that with him they might 
"isit the Tomb of BAHA'O'LL_\II. Another day 
the PCrSia!l pilgrims were sent for, of whom a 
contingent have now returned to their native 
lann. They left ye'lerrlay. on their long jour­
ney to JTamauan, tht"" old capital of P('rsia, pro­
c('euing nrst by train to Damascus, thencc to 
Aleppo, and from there by carriaKe ami 011 

horseback, the joumey occupying three \\Tcks. 
All those who hav(' kit arc Jews! 

It was my llri.-ilege to be present at two iare­
\1\"11 gathcring, !"il'en iT1 thpir hnnor. \\hid! t 

shall nevcr forgel. At the first the men a~sem 
hied a t thc Tamil of thc Bah, which occupies <l 
comm<lnoing position on the ~Iope of :\Iounl 
Carmel, and is a striking object from my win­
dow ~oon after Ibwn, when the rays of th(' 
risinR" sun illumine it. The tomh is,surrounded 
by a garden on a t('"rrace on the mountain side. 
<lnd thc building has sc\Tral chamOCrs. III the 
largest of th('"se about nfty to sixty Bahais werc 
a5s('"mlJled on Ihe occa.~ion to whieb I refer­
Jcws, Zoroastrians, :'IJohammcd<lns, and Chris­
ti<lns---to li~teT1 to an addrcss by Abdui-fhha. 
\"hilt"" he wa~ ~ileaking tea was serv('"d by thp 
giver of the f('a,t. Then all procee(kd to an 
innH chamber, which in turn led to tbe tomb 
I,roper, and here the Tahlets were chanted by 
Olle of the pilJ<Tims. a very learned mullah and 
great orator. The re,'uenee of the Orieota! 
nahai~ for ,\bdul-Baha must be witnessed to 
be undentoorl. \Vben he came dowll thc moun­
tain side clad ill his flowing: robe anu white 
tllrhan, and followed hy his disdp1t-s from far 
and l1",ar, the ~ten(' was truly iliblical 

Haifa, Januan' g. 1914. 

THE FEAST OF NAUROOZ: MARCH TWE;..l"TY-FlRST 

THF. BAIL",-I NEV.' YEAR'S DAY 

A talk. given by Abdul-Baha, Friday e"ening, r>.larch 21, 1913, at 14 rue (;rc\",e. I'ari, 

"on • . tllppol:rt~ Dre)·lu~· Rorne)· interprntinll 

I .-\-:'1\ extremcly glad to see yO\1 on thi, Nau­
roo? ocea;;ion. This day is cOTl~idered holy 
hy the Persians. From timo;: im­

memorial this da.y has been coll~ecrated fo; in 
this therc is a symool. 

At this moment the sun appcars at the merid­
ian and the day and night an: equal. Until to­
day tbe Xonh Pole has been in darkne~s. 

Today the sun appears on the horizon of the 
Xorth Pole. Tod<ly the sun rises and sets at 
the equator and the two hemispheres <lre equally 
illnmined. This sacred day, when the sun 
illumines equally the whole earth. is c.-ilh! the 
equinox, and the equinox is the symbol of the 
l\[anifestation of God. The Sun of Truth riscs 
on the horilOn of Di~'ine :'IIere)" and sends 
forth its rays. This day i~ eonsecr;lted to eom­
mcmorate it. I t is the kginning of spring. 
\Vhen the snn appears at the equinox. it C<luses 
a movelll('"nt in all lidng things. The mineral 
world is set in motion, plants b('"gin to shoot, 
the desert is changed il1to a prairie, trees bud 
and every living thing responds, including thc 
bodies of animals and men. 

The rising" of the sun at the equlIlox: is the 

~~mbol o f life, :lud likewise it is the symbol oi 
the Divine Manifestations of God, for the ris ­
ing of th~ Sun of Truth in the Heaven of Di­
vine Bounty established the ~ign;ll of Life for 
the worM. The human reality begins to live, 
Ollr thoughts are transformed and our intelli ­
gence is quickened. The Sun of Truth hestows 
Eternal Life, just as the solar SUll is the callS\' 
of terrestrial life. 

The UilY of the appe:lranee of God's l\fani­
fe,tations on eanh must be ;1 sacred day when 
man mu", comm('morate God in prayer and 
pr:lise. A.mon&" the andent PHsians thi, nay 
wa~ looked Ul)<:)Jl as the holy day of the ~'ear 
<lud on it ho~pitills aud chari table institutiollS 
were founded. Collections for the poor arc 
made 011 this d;\y and cI'ery effort is put forth 
w thilt it may not he a1\owed to pass withollt 
leaving some dh·inc traces. Throughout Persia 
one se('s the llistorical traces of this sacred day 
hy the many good works that have commemo­
rated it. 

• • • 
T am spending this New Yeaf's (]a,· in Paris. 

I hope for eon~iderahl~ result, from this fact. 
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1 hope th:lt a po\\criul influence may rem1," 
in your he:lrt~, signs of eternal joy and happi­
nt'H that II ill illumine the lights of the King-
110m in this cit). Ab.y the br~n~ of the lIoly 

Spirit breathe lIpon you that your intelligence 
may progress and your souls be joyful in God. 
Thus will you become real and ttcrnal ~ing~. 
<hilling in the nh-inc Kingdoill. 

"DO NOT UNLOOSE YOU R TO NGt:ES SAI'E FOR CO NVEYING 
TH~: ~IESSAGE !" 

From ~ T~blet rcnakd br Abdul-lhha 

NO\V rOil must (,ngage in the strl'ice of the 
Cause of God wilh the utmost lirmnns. 
~Icadfastnus and resolution, and expend 

day and night in the promotion of the Religion 
of God. Do "ot Imfoou yOllr 10llglll:I sef'r for 
CQ'tr-ryirrg Int Mfssagr! Do not behold save: 
the Kingdom of AIIHA! \\'ish for no other 
companion ~an: the: True One. Do ye not de: ­
si re: other associate save turning thy face to­
ward the: Suprl'tne: Horizon. Dn ye not search 
for 1\11)" other delicacy sa\!' the JIeavenly Food, 
:1Od do ye not hope for any otht'r swe:etnus 
',1\"1' the. love of the Beauty of ABH_~. 

Praise be to God, that the Standard of ViI;­
:orv is unfurled over that region, and the: fame 
of The Co"enant has reached the ear of e'·cry 
wi_e and intelligent person, 

Spiritual lII('ans are prepart"d. The Merciful 
Table: i~ "pread and the Banquet and the: Fe:ast 

of the LOIw is inc:xhau~tible. XOIV is t he time 
• 

01 attraction and ee"ta5Y!-50 that rl'gion may 
become wholly iIIumillecl and tha t worthless 
<l1I-t be changed into fragrant mu<k 

[decla re by the Blesscd P('rfection [BAIIA·O'· 
LLAu]- ),fay my life: be a sacrifice: to His be­
Iievcrs-that if the: belitl'ers ari<;c to act accord· 
ing to the good-pleasure of thc mes~e:d Per­
fection, the lights will II<! rcvealed, the TIIYS­

teries discon'red, the veils rent asunder, the 
darkncss di~pel1ed, the verses of unity chante:d, 
aud the melodics of the spiritual music of the 
Glorious LoRn ~ung! 

SHOW YE AX EfFORT! WORK UX­
CF_-\SIXG LY! L:\BOR DILIGENTLY;­
so that the F.\er1a~ting Bounty be realized, 
Eternal l.if" he de'tilled, and thc nost rih he 
perfumed II illl the Holy fragraneu! 

" TR AVEL AN]) SP RI~A]) FAR AN D W IDE T HE 
T EACHI NGS O F GOD !" 

AHOUL-HAIIA'~ tN!''I"KUCTION~ TO HAIIAI 'n:A<'HRRS 

"T hou must live in such a spiritua l condition t hat thy very presence in t he 
meetings may t ransform the audiences," 

Words of ALxiul-Haha 10 :-'Irs. Stannard hefore her departure: for India. 

COX SECR A TE all thy time to the: service 
of the Kingdom of God and the: propaga· 

lion of iu principles, Let thine own suprc:me 
COllcern be the promot ion of the Word of God, 
Thou wilt e\cr be surroundcd by the invisible 
nngels of Conrlnnations and they will always 
cOllie In thy ahistance, \Vhe'ne,"cr thou dost 
enter a mceting, raisc thy voicc and say; 

"0 )'e bditt:lfs o( God! This doy is the doy 
(>/ .)'our al/raclioll! This day is Ihe day ill 
;.!hirJl .l'/IU must dil/use Ihe Fnlgl"(l/'l(u of God! 
This dflY is Ihe dflJ' that ,\'011 lIIusl "ufurl I/le 
BflUlllr flf //le Kingdom of AnuA! Tltis do)' i! 
lilt dol' /If I'(oce lind COllcord! Tlti! do)' i! 
the day of the proc/amatirm 0/ 'he oucnus of 
1111: ,~'or!d 0/ /J UfHOlljtJ'1 This day is the day 
(1/ /orl:ir'ellrJs (lIlt! ICllirllCy! This da)' is tire 

do)' 0/ TrlOtli and righieCllOsnlSs' This do}' is 
1111." drl)' of (ouciliatiol! (Iud beatItude! This da~' 
is tilt: do)' of awake/llng lind enkindlemelll! 
JVas/t: 1101 3'0"r precious time ill /rl1l/t-firulj'lg 
(Iud bork-bit;'lg, Polish IIII' £1Irface of the mir­
"urs of yOllr hearls (ro,n til.: dross of Iruman 
/rflillil'$. If )'ON lit'l! acrarding to tile standara 
1'/ other communilir!, Ilrtll what difference does 
Ilirre e.rist btl~;:CI'tI )'014 and Ihf."mf BAHA'O'u.An 
has summollrd you 10 surh a lofty summit the 
:::cr)' Ihouglll of ~.*ir11 is too da==lillg a pros· 
/,l"(I! He has Plol rhou,. )'ON to be satisfied 
,pith -walt-r olld do)'!" 

Thou must live in such a ~pirillral conditiOIl 
that thy "ery presence in the mel'tings may 
transform the audiences into the congregations 
uf th(' dect an<l ~et :lgJOW in tJwir hl'<l rts the 
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fire of 1he Lo\(' of God. Exalt thy ambition' 
Uni,'c rsalilc thy ideals! Spread thy wings of 
compassion over all the regions of the globe. 
If somc people come to thee alone complaining 
agaillSt each other, don't listen to them, don' t 
let them breathe the faults of o thers in t hy 
presence. Tel! them: "J have not come he re 
to engage my t ime with these things. J am not 
a judge. 111m!/! rome /0 SII'lImOIl lire peoplc fa 
Ilu' Kingdom of • .\\1H.\, to ClIII SOIl 10 Imil)' alrd 

Q(mrd. to nriSl' the d'rld, !/lake mit/diul those 
~dro a!"/~ !lII(Il('l1re, uwukcli those .dlD arc ositl!p, 
brrathe l1e<~' lift inta tllr IIIfWldl'rillg bOlUS {HId 

sDlwd the trU11Iprt of rNarration! Friends! 
It it high time for you 10 throwaway these 
t<llc~, tht'sc barren Sl0ries. God is not pleased 
wilh them, humanity is not ple3sed with them. 
Your time is too costly to be expended on these 
t r ifling events. You are made in the image and 
Jikenc,s of (;Qd. Your birthrigh t is more ,'alu­
able than all the treasures of the empires. 

Arise wi th heart and soul and let not these 
golden days slip by wi thou t results! This day 
is the day ,of the splendors o f the Sun oj 
Reality! This day is the day o f the Lord of 
the K ingdom! T his day is the day o f t he fu l­
fillment of glorious promises I This day is the 
day of joy and fragrance!" 

Petty bickcrings and jealousies ma ke one lose 
aU the traces of spirituali ty, cx-cornnmnicate a 
person from the divine company of the worth~' 

ones, submerge one in the sea of phanta,m" 
suffer one to becomc cold and pessimistic and 
throw him headlong in to the depths o f despair 
and hopelessness! You must nO( listen to ;lny­
one speaking about another : because no sooner 
do rou listen to one than you must listen to 
someone elsc, ami thus the circle w ill be en­
larger! endlessly. Therefore, say to them : "0 
friends! Let us come toge ther, forget all our 
.~e!f-tholtgh t s ;lnd he in one actonl, and cry at 
the tOJ) of our voice~ , 'Ya-Balza-EI- ABH,\!''' 

"This Call shall fill the Eas t and the West. and will co ntinue throughout age!: 
and cycles!" 

Extract f r om :l Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha. 

I T is very acceptable ;lnd seasonable tha t 
thou hast taken this voyage. The Apostles 

of H i~ HolinC"~s Chriq wcre always Ir;lveling and 
calling the people to the Kingdom of God. Con­
~eql1entl_" walk tholl in their footstep~. T ra\'cl 
tholl to every coolll ry and under ;Ill circum­
stances raise the Call of tl'e Kingdom of God. 
;\\:I.nkill<1, like unto c!lildrcn, are satislied wit h 
watt'r al1d ciay, and lo\"e to play with thei r 

play-things. Thei r ambi tions arc very inferior. 
Praise be to God! that thou hast a. lofty amhi­
t ion; the refor e arise in call ing the people to the 
Kingdom of God. 

This Cal! ~hall fill the East and the West, 
~nd will continue throughout all ages and eyc1e~. 
Tt is endless. That is why in th is day, the wise 
and prret""ivi ng souls exalt the ide~ 1 and engage 
in heralding the Kingdom of God !" 

"The Progress of the Cause depends upon the Energy and Wisdom o f the 
Teachers." 

\VortL~ of Ahdul-B~lla to Mi rza-_"I.li-Akhar on the e,c of the latter's departure for 
Const a nt inllp lc . 

T HOU hast bt'.ell with me for a long t ime, 
;l11d J haye grow n to loYe tht""e ver y much. 

\Vhen I love prople 1 do not tel l them to their 
f;lces. You know how much I love Mina­
Alml-Fazl and ITaji<\ l irza-IIeydar-Ali, Imt T 
have seluolll told them to the ir face-s. I am 
~ending thee away. Thou:lTt not alone. The 
hosts o f the Supreme ConC()urse arc wi th thee. 
They will assist thee and reinfo rce thee under 
all conditions. Doctors tell me I mll't com­
pletely r est. When I hear good news 
from the believers, then my h('aIth is imprO"l'cd. 
Now if thou longest to sec me in good condi­
ti0l1, go :lw;ly and serre the C;lUSt. and ins truct 
the: Sallis. The news of thy spiritual conquest 
\Iill make mc well. \\'hcrever thou gocst, an-

nounce the wonderf111 ~ahai greet ing to the 
teal·hers of the Cause, and t ell them on my 
behalf : 

'"Tile respo ll sibi/ily of Ihe slclJdy progress of 
the Callsr drp cllds UPOII YOII l Yo u ara tllc 
physicians of tlt e sick body of tile world of 
hUlllallity! You must not stay anywhere fo r a 
long time. Travel ye from I;lnd to land like 
the Apos tle; of Christ, and earry with you the 
gl<ld-tidings o i the kingdom of AlI B A to the 
r t""motest conH.' r~ of the earth! 

"IVI,:,,' arc' yt si/c"U SIlO[.'T!' Wily OYC 

yi! .filliug! MOVE! Wltl' ore l't qllirt? STIR! 
This is not the day of rest and comfort. T r;lvel 
ye constantly, and 
T e:leh;lIg~ of God! 

~pread far and wide the 
Like unto t he stars ;lrise 
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ye CI'cry da) frOIll a horil01l. Like un to the 
nightin!{<lles. 'ing el'cry day from a differtnt 
r<>~('"-hush. I.ike unto the 1)re\,7O'.· waft n'er)' 
morning from :t IPrd .. n. On not stay a Ion" 
lime anywhere. 

"Let the w"rld profit by your I(""achings and 
!t-arn frum )\JUT exampl(""s ~ ).1) health con~i~b 
il1 the progre~~ nl t ill' Cau,e. and Iht progrt:f 
<If thl' Cause dtf'tud: U!'OIi /I,,. tll(rg)" Dud 
r.;:dolll (){ fl,t /tarl,en!" 

" Speak with M oderation" 

.\bdul-lhha's instructions to )Ir. Cha rles )Iason R emey on the (I'e of the 1atter'~ 

derarture: for Euro~. 

T II ROCGII \I hichcI'er roUl1tn- thou goeM, 
,peak thOI1 with modtra/jllll. Call the: 

l)""P!e to tlH~ ontness of the world of 1111-
111lmi!y: the d;twn of the Sun of Reality 
irorn tIle hMiron of Penia: the ur.-·iludt of 

-\bdul-BlIha, and then cxplain the CnJl,r:hi/l 
of T he (OH!11;"Wt aud II() 1II0rt. . . . S,leak 
111 acrordanc~ with tha t IIhie:h 1 u~ed to ~peak 
in the meetin~', i. c., speak with modero/iou" 

(Signcd) .\llotlL-I3.II!.\ Ann I". 

" \\QRlo.:ING IN THIS i\l AJ'\ l\'ER SHA LL HEAR FH UIT" 

r>::tract from a Tahlet to thc Persian Raha i ~, r~l"~aled b,' _\hdul-n~ha. 

CONSIDFR how Aldul·Ual:a r"rl(ot :lllthocglJl' and mentions and turned his fan 
wi'ard, the counlr;~s and ~mpires. eiti('~ and l"il1af(e~. mountain. and deserts of 

thc \"'e~t. DIJy and lIil(lrt Irt ~;'·oJS <'n~nfltd ;n /eilch;IIg tht CarlS ... and (""t·t.\·ing tl', 
.1ltuag .... The prineip\\- upon which his trip [throughout Europe ;mel .\merical wa~ 
dirertt'd \,~tS this \"cr~e. 

"0 God! Make all my ideals and thoughtR One Ideal and One Thought, and 
Ruffer me to attain t o an eternal, unchangeable condition in Thy Service!" 

H~ sought no n:'t. neithn did he hrtathe onc breath oi com ion. Xotwitbstandim! 
the weaknt~S of consliluti('II, the infirmity of the body :tnd tht nervous f('vet. el'cry 
night 1 wa. in a d ry, and each day among a communit),. ,\Jthough at tim('s I could not 
~pcak ont' wor d J:e forc I:t rge audienc~~, I tlc1il'c red kn~lhl' addresses. 1f/"fL'IIIl! itt /ili.f 
lIt/lltllrl" sil(lll beor fruil. 

" BE. II' THE L'Tl\IO~'T O F LO\' E A N D AFFECT IO ' 
WITH ALL M ANKIND !" 

Abdul_ Kalla', Exhortation to the Bahai. just befor~ hi. dtp:trturc Irflln A meriCA, drlinrrd at 
180 \Ye51 i·;nd Avcnu ... N .. " York. eil \', J)cccmkr 2, 1912. 

l~h·te'a·J F.bn·KaJan tcr. IntetpT~ ' ~r: ~ ' en"il rapbk n"le~ bl' ;\Ii .. ~:dn. Mcl.;inne)·. 

T IIESE day~ a rc the days of my fa rewell 
to you, becllusc on the fifth day of the 
month I am Soli!;ng. so t ht~c const itute the 

lattcr days of 111)" stay amongs t you. \ Vhuevcr 
I went in thi~ eOlll'llry I returncd always to 
'\CII York city. I hal'e. therdore, been in Nell 
York four or fil"e tirnc~. and IIOW I am going 
~wa~' from here to the Orielll, It is difficult 
for me to rclurn here again, except if it be the 
will of God. I mus t thereforc give IInto you 
my im'truetion~ and exhortation~ today. and 
those cxllortatiolls are no other than the teach­
ings of R\I\.,·o'U .. " lI . 

The first amongst Iho~e ell"hortations is that 
YC rnll~t all be in thc utmost of love ;lna affec­
tion Wi lh 1111 mankind. Yeu T1111~t not exalt 

~oursdves above o [hcr~. you IlIU~t consider al1 
as cqual I1l1tO YO\lrse"'e~, r~ognize them all 
as the ,e1"l"aI1l8 of onc God, and ~·ou must know 
that God i~ compass ionnte towarrls all. you 
mmt kl,'e all from the utmOSI depth of your 
hean~. )'011 ml1$t piefer all religionists, ~'ou 
must Ion: all the races. a nd YelU rumt be kind 
towards the people of all nationalitics. You 
-hall by no manner of means prefcr yoursch'es 
before others. You must 0)' no mcans speak 
humili;ltini!h of any other nationality. you mu" 
praise al\. No !'(lui amongst yOll must pollute 
his tongue b)' speaking e"il of any other. uch 
amongst YOIl must prai~e the Olher. You mu~t 
t""\"cn prais~" tach nation. YO\1 must praise all 
the hldividuah mnongst mankind, T ou nul';[ 
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T AlILET t'RO~1 ABDUL-DAliA. o 11< 011 SI", of II<. w •• 11 Ii. II cool 
Be .h.u happy! Be thou h.appr! Shoulds! thou continu. to Hoi,in filln and eternal, ere long. thou .halt 

become the Star of the Eut alld ohalt .prod ill ever)' (OUlllry Ind clime. Thou Irt Ihe liu! paper of the 
D.hail which il org."i>~d in the country of America. Although for Ihe "relC'lll thy lubtc:ribeu u. Iim;led, 
Ihy form i. omll! Ind Ihy voice weak. yet 1II0 .. 1dll Ihou .Iand unohk.bl., become tbe object of Ih uUnlioll 
of \h. friend •• "d tb ...... I~r of Ihe ,.nerolity of tbe ludu. of the faith who are linn in the ",venanl, in Ihe 
future Ihy ,... ..... ibe .... ,11 become bOIU .fte. hMI. like unto the ........ of the ... ; thy .. olume will inerea ... ,lby 
.. en. will beeo",e vut .nd I~eio ... Illd Ihy .. oice Ind bme .. ill be roil'ed and becOD1e _rid_wide End ot I .. t 
tbou ".11 become the fir&t !WIre, of Ihe wotld of b .. ",anit,.. Vet.n Ih .... d~ttd UPOft Ii.--u~. Ii ...... " .". 
__ "''' ...... , (Sill"ed) AnUL·D .. H .. A ..... .. 

Vol. V Baha' I, 70 (March 21, 1914) No. I 

COR R I'XTION : 

'The meamng of the wriler of the letter 
Jlublished in Ihe ST .... 1l. OF TRE WEST, No 17, 
Vo!~ TV, was IlOt that olle thousand Jews have 
jIm accepted Ihis R~\'datiOIl. She wished 10 

eOllvey the itlea that for the last few y~ar5 

about one thousand Jews ha~e, liule by liult', 
accepted this Cause in Teheran and its vicinity. 
She wriles Ihis sta tement to be published in 
the STM~ Of TII£ \YEsr in order to remove thi ~ 

mi $under,landing. 
(Signed) CL"'IIA B. WISE." 

ALI.AJlO'ABHA! 
NAUROOZ GREETING 

This is the St\'entkth year of the MilIeniulll. i, calling souls to tra'cl and sprca.1 The Mc~­

If the seventieth year of the Chri~tian era '~g~ of the Killgrlom far and wide, 

was a protolype of this yl'"ar of the nahai era, 

it ;, a year frau.'lht wilh significance. In thaI 

Yl'ar was fllifilled what Chri .. t fore told of 

}crll~alem. Sec St. :\Ialt. XXII' :2. The cily 

was destroyed, the people s(a!tererl, the Tem­

ple was consumed by fire, and not one slone 

"as left uvon anOlher- "if(niiicant, no (1"1101, 

of thc culmination of thc old order of things. 

We feel Ihat Ihere is a par:lllcl IHotwecn Ihe 
• 

two eras because of the conditions confronting 

the people of the world today. If so, man­

kind will be swept hy conflicting emot ions and 

tend to go 10 extremes. 

In the midst of SlIch cTudal conditions the 

Rahais a re e:1.Iled UPOll 10 proclaim the g!ad­

lidings of the Kingdom comc on earth, and to 

manifest Ihe C"haracterislics of Ihe people of 

the :\1051 Great Peace. 

The Center of The Covenant, Abdul-Balm, 

It is the spirit of the hour. 

He has said that if there were a more im, 

pori ant work than this to be done, he would 

be doing it. 

Bill he also Slates thaI the progress of Ih~ 

Cause depends upon the wisdom as well as 
the ener!!" and enthusiasm of lhe teachers; 

Ihal thry should ~peak wilh moderation, and 

follow the method of procedure he employed 

while in America, n.:lmely: 

1. Speak with moderation. 

2, Call the pcople 10 the oneness of the 
world of humanily. 

3. Announce the appearance of the Sun of 
Truth (Th" "Word of God" manife<;t 
in the flesh) from the horizon of 
Persrn, 

4 ;\Ienlion Ihe seroilude of Abdul-Baha. 

5. Then explain the Ctlltership of The 
Covenant. 
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The STAR Of THE ,VEST will also endeavor Cau <;c of BAHA'O'L1.AH is for the whole: world , 
to follow this procedure, and publish in its and not fo r one s«tion to the exclusion of 

column". nrticlts, news, Tablets. etc.. ·'\\·hich another. It is all-inclusi~'e, and all the peoples 

may be the means oi attracting the hearts oi the world shall taste "this sweet \ValeT 

of the 'cf.'kers :lllll CQndl1civ!' 10 the happi- which is rlt'scending in torrents upon all parIs 

ne~~ of the hfarts of the fri ends; a l ~o that it~ of the globe!" -The Edilors. 

I F a soul calls the people to the Kingdom 

of God according to the Teachings of 

BAHA'O 'L LAH, there will be many 

listeners. 

First. one must teach by deeds; then 

speak the word! One must become thirsty; 

then the salubrious Water be offered. No 
matter how delicious the Water IS. one who 

is not thirsty will not enjoy it. Therefore. 

make ye an effort. so that the people may 

become thirsty; then cause them to quaff 

from the Divine Chalice, 

contents may correspond with Ihe facts (reali­

ty)." 

It is hopcd that during this year the Bahais 

will, with one ,·oice and one ultimate purpose, 

make an extraordinary endeavor in proclaim­

ing The ~Iessage and t~aching new souls. The 

£1".<' f_ T .bI .... , • .Jed br 

- ABDUL.BAHA 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION, this issue, con­
tains: ( \ ) Address delivered by Abdul-Bana 
nt Leland Stanford Uuiversity. San Francisco, 
Cali fornia; (2) t:tteranees regarding l\Iir7a 
Abul-Fatl; (3) Words of BAHA'O'I.LA It; ( 4 ) 
the Feast of Naurooz; (5) the fifth y~ar of 
the STAR OF THE \VEsr. 
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ANNOUNCEl\lENT OF ANK'L"AL CONVENT10:-J 

To th: l;ahai "'S1'c:mblie~ of America 
Greeting.; ill the Cause of God! 

Dear brothers and sisters :-In accordance 
with the provision of Article 6 of the Con­
~titutioll of Bahai Temple L'nity, Ihe Executive 
Board of the Unity announus that the Annual 
Com-clilion of the L'nity will be held in the 
City of Chicago, April 25th to April 28th, 
1914, indu'he. 

The Chicago Assembly most wrdial1y invites 
the delegates ,and "i~iling friends to be pres­
tnt at the Feast of Rizwan to be held Satur­
day evening, April 25th, and to the Sunday 
meeting of the As~embly to be held April 26th, 
191.4, in the l.lasonic Temple, corller Randolph 
and Slate streets. The R«eplion Committee 
will COUfl'T with all delegates and friends 011 

arrangements, 
The lint business ~essioll of the Convention 

will be held at 10 a. m., April 27th, in accord· 

allce with Article 4 of the Con~!iluli()n. You 
:Ire a"ked 10 elcct yOUT delegate and to emrust 
him or her with full power to represent your 
·\ssembly in all matters that may come befon: 
the Com-e!l\ion (or its eon~idcratioll. You arc 
inrther urg",nl[y requested to elect your delco 
qate and report through your Sccrel;lry his or 
her due election and name to the Secretary of 
this RO:lrd. Hernard ),1. Jaco!J~en. 556 Howlan,l 
.. \ve" Keno~ha, Wi~., hefore the 20th day of 
\pri[, 1914, ill order that the comfort of visit· 
ing delegatf'~ :lnd friends may J.,,,, provided for. 

Hoping you will aU ~L\(leavor 10 make Ihi<; 
Ihe Hanner Com'enliclIl, Ilith Bahai gr~eling. 
to all, 

\\'~ are your servants, 

EX"'TTII·t Ho,,!tu OF 1\IH,I\ Tf.MPlf. Usn\". 

Jkrnard :'II. Jacohsen, Secretar,v. 

).iarch 14, 1914. 

O NE day, "hen Abdul·Bal-a \\as ,"cry tired, he ~:lid to ~e\"eral young Hall:.i, 
who came to ste him ~ "My work is d()ne, The trce of my liie has yielded 
ils fruits_ 1 have ~et a tire in Ihe world. Your duty is to add to it- namc. 

:'Ily Sl)n~, it is no\\ }-our turn, The member~ of my hodil}" con<litmion are well· 
ni~h disintegrated. You arc }"otmg, and your blood i~ pure; )'our intelligence i~ 
keen. You can hear the difficulties of tllis life. I lIould likt: to remain silent for 
some tilll(" and listcn to the incoming news of those who are endt:avorinj( to sprcad th(' 
Fragrances of God. How far shall thty sueceed? How will they promote Ihe Word 
of God? ITow lIilllhev rai~e the melodies aud sing the sougs of . Yo.n,,/ru-EI-AulI.\ t·": 
Assuredly the B[essed 'Perfection is with such souls, Thc)' shaH sec with Ihcir own 
eyes the ConfIrmations of RAIIA'o'LL.\n. just as I ~aw them when addressinr;:- lal"l(t 
g:ltherings in churches and temples, T saw them hovering lik!. the birds of paradise I>' 

-F..- lhe Di • ..,. of MOl" Ah .... d Soll,.b, Do«mhet It. 1913_ 

"HE 1'\ THF. l"T\lOST 01' 100\'F. A~U Af'FECT10i\ W ITH ,\LL \IAS"KI,\U'" 
rCuntlnul'd from pait"~ 71 

CI·en recognizc as friends your enemies, you Let all lour thoughts ['I' tu rned toward the 
musl consider )our edl wishers as )'our wen rcjoicing of hearts, Bcware! Beware! Lest 
wishers. You muS! nOI sec 1'\;1 a~ elil and )011 off('nd any hean. Fach am: amongst you 
then eOlllpromise, for SO to compromise with or mmt, a~ much as is po~sible for him or for her, 
treat in a smooth way the one upon whom you aso;ist the world of humanit}" be the cause of 
[ook as llll tllemy is hypocrisy; Ihis is not al- bringing solace 10 each ~ad 011C, as~ist every 
l()wable. '1'011 must con~ider your enemies as weak one, I'e helpful to c\'Cry indigent one, 
your fri('uds, and your evil wishers as your wen be a c;lrelaker of every ,iek one, he the caus(' 
\\i~lwr~. and then treal them accordingly. You of glory 10 every hum!!le one, be the cause of 
must :lct in §m:h a wlly that your heart may be ~helter 10 every one as~"iled with fear. 
free fn'm haIred towards anyone, your heart In hrief, let each one among:;1 yOIl be like 
must not be offend('d with aoyone. If anyone uuto a lamp ~hining forth with the light 
comn1it~ an error and a wrong towards you, of the \·irtu('s of the world of hutllanity. Let 
you n1U~1 instantly forgive him. YOIl must ~ach :l!llong,t rou be trustworthy. he s;lleere. 
not complain of anyone. You mu_t not r epri· atTectiOllate, cll:l,te-hc full of chastity. LeI 
mand anyone, and if you gl\'e anyone admoni· e:leh one amongst you he illumined, he <piritual, 
tion or adl'ice \tt your adlice be offered in such he dhine, I'e glor;n\1~, he of God, and f,t .) 
a way as not to be found beavy 10 the hearer_ Rohlfi! 
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T HE EVERLASTING GLORY 
of the friends . and the heavenly sub­

limity of the believers. is to teach the Cause 

oj GOD. to spread the Fragrances 0/ GOD. 

and to Promote the Word 0/ GOD! 

I hope you may become assisted and 

confirmed therein. Then you will become 

a member of the congregation of the elect 

and a light in the Divine Assemblage. 

b ... c. 11'0IIII Tabid ,._Ied b, 

- ABDUL.BAHA 

See Book 01 D&n;.l .chopl . 12, nr .. 2 
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STAR OF THE WEST 
"We dutte but the Irood 

ralth and all",e" a. brother.: 
tbat dlveu!t., 01 rella-ton .ball 
thue ruIDDU .... au aball pa .. away, 

Vol. V Jalal 1,70 (April 9, 1914) No.2 

"ONCE'THE PRINCIPLES OFTHE BAHAJ MOVEMENT ARE KNOWN 
IN INDIA, IT WILL SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE!" 

Extracts from th~ lI'a.y of lIlru Ahmad Sohrab. dated Mount Cannel, JaDuary. 1914. 

A
x INDIAN 110hammcdan Pr;l1cc:, who is traveling in the Ilaly Land with a Tdinu\' 
of scrvants. called tnis afternoon on Abdul-Raha. He was accompanied by the English 
Consul. He asked many Qucstiom, to all of which Abdul-Baha gaw satisfactory 

answers. Ile spoke. wilh him in detail 011 the oneness of the world of humanity and the 
lumiamenta! unity of all the religions. lIe had heard of the Movement in India, and there­
fore was delighted to 1'01111' to the source and see "the }.Ian who has freed humanity from 
dead dogmas and spiritleSS doctrines." He stayed for more than an hour, alld when he left 
he carried with him the blessi!l&" of the spiritual contact, and was imbued with His love of 
mankind. 

111 the course of conversation. this Indian Prince invited Abdul-Haha 10 vi;;it that secl­
beriddcn conntry and difful'C far anri wide the fragrances of the teachings of universal Jove 
and fdlo"ship. "Ilidia IIreds Ihest pr;'lciplcs of to/ermlcc fwd libera/isl/! morl' liIall all).' o/her 
(ouII/r)· ill thr M'Jrld. That thickly populated kingdom is a hot-hed of rdigio\\~ prejudices. 
The sphnc of their thought s is very contracted, and although there are some acute thinkers 
and practical reformers in thrir midst, the ma~s of the community frown al any sugge'tions 
or rules which change in the slightest degree their mode of living. The weight of immemorial 
customs has fallen 011 their necks like the rusty chain~ of ages, and while the corroding 
marks are imprinted on their emaciated bodies, they hug the chains more closely. In order 
to gain the freedom o f their limbs and the supplenc~s of tbeir bodies, they must throwaway 
these chains of superstitions and dogmas and fraternize cheerfully and joyfully with ~1l the 
[lations of the earth. irrc~pective of religion and race." 

• • • • • • • • • 
After a si!cne~, Ahdul-Haha sairi: "The cohorts of the Kingri(}m of AIIHA are engilged 

in uninterrupted conquest. TIley arc gaining "ic:!Ory after victory. God wil1ing. Mr __ . 
Stannard shall win many signal triumphs in India. Once thc. Principles of the Bahai 
Movcmenl arc known in India, it will spread all o\'er Ihat country like wildr,re. 

Mrs. Stannard has dedicated her Hfe to the. Cause. She know~ neither rest 
nor comfort. She does not ~it tranquilly for one moment. Although ~he has a steady in­
come, yet out of Ihat she gives to the poor ;tnU the needy. She cntertaillS no other idea 
~avc the ~rn·icc uf the Kingdom and the promotion of the Cause. She is as~iste,] by the 
Confirmations of Gall. There are certain persons who~e ambitiOll, are lofty. They arc not 
satisfied with petty ~t"r\"i(es and ~mal1 thinss. They do no t soil their wings with water anu 
clay. Their hi~ht~t aim is to :"iorn their inner heings with the infinite perfections of the 
celestial world. lhu5 the. mos t (·herishe(1 riesire of 11rs. Stannard is to sprnd the TPlllaining 
,·e;lrs of he./" life in the 'pread of the CaI1H~ and service to humanity." 

IN 0 I A 
The entire area of India is ahout one-third 

the size of EurOf>C. 
The tot~l population exceeds 3OCl.OCXJ,OCXJ. In 

Inuia fOllr times the population of the United 
Statl's live in a territory only half as large. 
Of every fi,·~ penons in the world Olle lives 
in the Tndian empire. 

It is said that eight hundred thou,an,] per,uns 
die every month in India. 

There are 147 distinct languages in u~e in 
India. 

There arc over 2,m castes and tri~e s and 
SO.OXI,(OJ are classified as outcasts. 

Nine-tenths of Ihe population li\"e in villages. 
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There are only twenty-nine cities with 100,000 
population or morc, and only 2 per cell! of the 
population live in these citie~. 

One hundred and ninety-one millions of the 
population are supporlOO by agriculture. India 
is the largest cXI)()rter of rice in the world. 
Her system o f irrigation is first in the wurld. 

India's trade has dC"eloped during the last 
half century from $300,000,00) to over $1,-
4000c0.O:n 

'1 here are 32.0c0 miles of railroad ill op-­
eration carrying J]{lCKXl,(XX) passengers an­
nua!!,' at fi\ e miles for 1 cent; also there are 
72.(0) miles of tekgraph lines. 

"INDIA NEEDS THES~ PRINCIPLES OF TOLERATION AND 
LISERALISM" 

R:ura"" from an Addre .. delfvered by Abdul·Haha In New York clly. December 2.1912. 
['fhe complete AdMen W,," ,,"blbhed 10 the STA .. 0 ... Tilt: WEST. No. l~. Vol. IV J 

A LL the teachings which have been given 
during the past di~pensations are to be 
found in the Revelation of BAIIA'O'I,I.AH; 

but in addition to those, this Revelation has 
certain new teachings which are not found in 
any of the religious book< of the past. 

I shall now refa to some of the new teach­
ings given hy BAHA'o'LLAH; as for the rc~t o f 
them you may ohtain them from the Tahlets 
and Books. written by BAHA'O'LLA H :-

Oneness of the World of Humanity 

The Oneness of the world of humanity IS 

one of the teachings of BAKA'O'LLAH, for 
'SAHA'O·j.LAK addresses Himself to the world 
of men, saying, "Ye arc all leaves of one tree 
and the fruits of onc arbor." That is, the 
world o f exi.~tellce i~ no other than one tree, 
and the nations or peoples are like unto the 
different branches or limbs thereof, and human 
individuals are ~i milar to the fruits and hlos­
soms thereof. TiHls, BAnA'O·l.LA" IJresentc<l 
the Oneness of the world of humanity, while 
in al1 past religious Books and Epistles, the 
world of humanity has been divided into two 
parts; one cal1ed the people of the Book. or the 
Pure Tree, and the other, the Evil Tree, One­
half of the people of the w'Orld were looked 
npon as belonging to the faithful, and the other 
half as belonging to thc irreligious and the infi­
del; one-half of the people were consigned to 
the mercy of their Creator, and the othcr half 
were considered as objects of the wrath of their 
Maku, But His Holiness, BAHA'O'LLAII, pro-­
claimed the Oneness of t hc world of humani ty, 
and this teaching is specialized to the teachings 
of RAMA'o'LLAn, for Hc submerged all mankind 
in the Sea of Divine Generosity, At most 
some of the people are asleep, thcy need to be 
awakened; some of them are ill, they need to 
he healed; some are children, they need 10 he 

'* See Tablet. and Hooks en titled : "HI<ld"n W"rd~," 
"Tablet of G1ad-TldlDIrI" ·'W ord. 01 Paradis,," "Tabl"t 
01 Talamat,"" Kltab~!.Akdu," etc, 

trained, In a word: thi, ttaching is a special 
olle of the teachings of R.\IIA'O'LL.\H , 

Independent Invelltigation of Truth 

As to tltt: se<.'ond teaching which is a new 
one givell hy RAH.\'O'LLAH, it is tho: injunction 
to investigate Truth,-that is, no man should 
foll ow Llindly his an~e~tors and forefathers. 
N<lI', each must see with hi~ own eyes, hear 
with his OW11 cars, a11d ilwestigatc Truth in 
un.1cr that he may find the Truth i-whereas 
tht" religion of fordatht"rs and anccMors is 
lIased upon blind imitation, while man shoukl 
i1l\'e~tigatl' the Truth. This again is one of 
thc teachings of BAHA'O'LLATl,. 

The Foundation of aU Religions IS One 

The third tcaching of 1l.\HA'O'u..,\II, which i.> 
nt"w for thi" Dav, is that the foundation of all 
the Religions of God is One, and that Oncness 
is the Truth, an,] the Trmh is but One, and it 
cannot be made plural. This teaching is again 
"pecial to 8.\TlA'U'LLAII, 

Religion must be the Cause of Unity 

Tht" fourth teaching of RAMA'O'r.LATI , which 
is ~pecial for this Day, is that religion must 
l.>e thc canse of unity, harmony and accord 
amongst men, If religion he the cause of in­
harnlOll\', or leads to sC[larating men one from 
thc other, and creates conflict amongst them, 
then irrdigion is bcller than that religion. 
This again is likewise one of the teachings of , . HAliAor.LAH, 

Religion must be in accord with 
Science and Reason 

Tho;: Ii..fth teaching of HAHA'O'1.I.AH, which 
is new for this I)'l},. is that religiun must be 
in accord with sc.ience and rca~on, T f rc­
ligion is not in conformity with science and 
reason, then it i~ supcrstitirm, This i" one of 
the teaching~ of Rf>H":O'U.AlI, Down to the 
present day it has !Je.en customary for man to 
accept a thinK becallse it wa< talled rrJigion, 
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rvcn though it I'o'crc not in accord ..... ith judg­
ment or human reason. 

Equality between Men and Women 
The ,<beth new tcaching of RAIIA'U'UAI{ i~ 

the equl'Ility b~tween men and women. This l' 
peculiar to the teachings of TlMIA'II',.LAH, for 
all other religions placed men aixwe womell. 

Prejudice of all kinds rriUst be forlotten 

The .<cvC"11Ih of the teachings of BAIIA'O'LLAIi. 
which i< new for this Day, is that prejudice: 
ami fanaticism, whether religious, sectarian. 
s('ctionar, denominat ional o r p'ltriotic.-ar(' dt­
si rucli,c of the foundation of tht' human solid­
arity, so Ihal man should release himself {rUni 
<nch bomb in order that the 01le11C5, of the 
world of humanily might hecome manifl''it. 

Universal Peace 

The eighth of H is teachings i~ l.:nivcrsal 
Peace: that at! men and nHtiol's ,hat! make 
peaee amongst them; that then' ~hatl he Uni­
versal Peace amongst governments, l;nh'ersal 
Peace amongst religions. t:niver<;al Peace 
among~t races. UniH'rsal Pea("e among~1 thl!' 
(1I!'nizen<; o f a ll regions. T his is one o f the 
<]M:'cial characteri~tics of the Rt'ntl~tion of 
R'lIA'O'LLAH. 

All Mankind should partake of Koowledge 
and Education 

The ninth of these special teaching~ is' that 
all mankind should Jla rtake of !.loth knowledge 
aud educati()n, and this partaking of knowl­
edge :mcl of education is (),,.. of tht' nccessitie~ 
of religion. Thi~ ag;Jin is one o f the 'JX"cial 
eharactcri~tic! of th{" teaching<; nf 8"'"A'O'­

U.AH. 

Solution of the Economic Problem 

The tenth teaching is the soll1l ion of the 
eCOllomic ques tion. For no religious books of 
the past Prophets "peak of the e~onomic qucs­
tim!. while the economic probl .. m has hecl1 

thoroughly "olved in the teachings of BAHA'O'_ 

Lt..A H. 

Organization of The House of Justice 
The elen'nth teaching i5 the organi~ation 

('ailed T he Hou~e of JU5tice, which is endowed 
with a politicalll~ well ~~ a religious aspect. It 
embodies hotll aspects, .mO it is protected by 
the Prc,crvin~ POwer of BAHA'O'J.LAH Him­
self_ A Ul1in'rsal or \Vorld I fouse of Justice 
shall be organize<!. That which it orders shall 
he the Truth ill explaining the Commands of 
BAIIA'O't.LA H, <lnc l that which the House of 
Justice orda ins concerning the Commano~ of 
RA H A'O'U..AH ~hall !.If' ol>cyed hy all. Rut that 
will be the House of Justice organhed from 
among"t the memher~ of the Houses of Just ice 
of the whok world, and all men '>hall he under 
the supervision of that 11011_e of Justice. 

The Center of the Covenant 
As to the most Great Characteri~ t ic,-and it 

is It specific tellchillg of the Revelation of 
BAHA'O'LLAH lind nO( given by any of the 
Prophets of the P;l\t.-;t i~ the teaching con­
Ct'rning The Center of The C(J~'enan t. By 
giving the .leaching concern ing The Centre of 
The Covenant li e l!lade provision again"t all 
kind~ of differenCes, 50 that no man ~honld be 
ablc: to crc<lte ;'l n~1O.' sect. To guard against 
that state of thing, He entered into a Co\,­
~na11\ ..... ith all thc people o f the world, indi­
cating the Pl'r>nn or the Tnterpreter o f lTi~ 
teachinRS, so that 110 man ,hould be able to say 
that he explains a certain teaching in thi~ way, 
alld thus create a ~ect re\'olving around hi~ 
indi\'jdual umjerstal1diug of a part of the teaeh_ 
111g~. Thus the "!jook of the CO\'enanf' and 
the Testament of BAHA'O'LLAII is the mean~ of 
preventing such a po~~ i b ility. 

In short, the teaching! of BAlU'U'I.I.AH are 
many. "'ere I to speak to you conceming thcm 
until morning they would not 1M' exhau5tC'd. r 
ha\'e oUllined t() YOII ·'omc of them. You can 
read tbe re~t ill the R,)Ok" of I'hHA'O·LLAH. 

THE WORK IN INDIA 

ALECTURE Wh delivered by :\1r~ Cet~in 

ger at the T heosophical Sociel), hall in 
Sural. 011 the 2211<1 o f J anl1ar)', Oll "Purity 

and Di\'inity:' and on the 19th, ~hc met '\-Orne 
important personage a nd had a lengthy inter­
\'i~w with him, and he was \ery much attracted 
to the Cause. Dr. and :\fr;. GetSillgC'T left 
SUra t 011 the 24th, 

In Romb.!y they \lere kept h\l~y meding 
people of \'a r iou~ creed~. in addi tion to the 

I)uhlic kcture, delivered. On the: 24th. Mrs. 
Getsinger ~poke for an hour ill the Prat;U1a 
:\Iandir hall on, "The Raha i ).IOI'('1llent-lts 
Rise and Progress." :\Irs. Stannard followed 
and spoke for ten minutes, 

On January 28th, Dr, Getsinger spoke to 
the students of the: Theistic Society here, 011 

"The Uplift of Humnnity:' 
On Februa ry ht, ?lrs. Getsinger spoke 1fI 

the Hallai h"l1 on "The Universal Aspect of 
I 
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the Bahai :\lovement;" on February 41h, she 
addressed the students of the 11leistic Society 
on "lndh·idual Spiritual Progress." and on 
the 6th, she spoke in the Theosophil'"l haJ!, 
on the "Messengers of God." 

On the 7lh of February, Mrs. Stannard 
spoke in Ihe same haH Oil "The ~Iission of 
Religions." 

On the 8th, Mrs. Get~illger weut to the 
Ideal Seminary boys' school. distributed pnzes 
to the students and spoke on "Service as an 
Act of Worship." 

:\lr5. Slarmard lefl Bombay 011 the 10th {or 
Madras. There she spent about fIVe days. 
Through the Editor of The New Reformer, 
D. GopaUl Chetty, she was invited by the The­
istic Society of Madra5 and the llext day ~he 
deli"ered a lecture before the Br:uno-Somajis 
in their hall. 

Later, Mrs. Stannard went to Calcutta to 
invite Ihe peOI)le to' the blessed Table of AIIHA 

N. R. Vokil. 

(Tile Theistic Conftrenee of 1913, 'us held in Karachi, India, December 251h to the 
28lh, incJush'e. Mrs. 1. Stannard represented the Bahai Movement. The following a rticle 
is reprinted from 1'ht Sind GO!;ttlt, India, i~~ue of December lOth. It was reproduced in 
the February issue of The Nnv Rrformtr, l\ladras, India.-THE EoITOIIS.] 

WHAT THE RAHAl SAYS TO THE THEIST 
Mrs. Stannard at the Karachi Conference-An Interesting Exposition. 

From 0 Correspondent. 

AT Ihe meeling in Karachi of the All-India 
lhei~tic Conference-the object of which 
was to assemble representatives of all 

creeds whose basis is belief in God, with the 
obJ1.'cI of promoting inter-religious union and 
amity-an audress was delivered by Mrs. Stan­
lIard. the Bahai tea(her now touring India, 
as fol1ows:-

"Personall)', I stand for one of the greatesl 
MO"emellts to ..... ards unity in spirit and deed 
that history presents in Ollr day under the 
namt of religion. I allude to the great Per­
si~n reformation t:a[!ed the Bahai Movement. 
·tile founder or revealer of its teachings, boru 
in Ihe dawning years of the 19th (entury, 
ushered in the spiritual renascence of his most 
downfallen country and promulgated ethics 
that Siand today a movement of 10"e and wis­
dom for the universal good. 

"lIis mCS!klge is ~preading rapidly over great 
areas of land in the Middle East, the Rnssian 
borderland, Europe and A:merica. 

"The great liberal spee(h delh'ered by your 
venerable President, Dr. Sunderland, was a 
SFcial pleasure for the hearing of Bahai .wuis, 
for we listened to the perfect expressions of 
the~e Rahai ideals and beliefs gTanuly echoed 
by a far \Vestern brother. Today wherever 
Rahals are found able to Ill(et adherents to 
the principles cnmlciated by your movement, 
rest a,~ured of the joyful hand-clasp, Ihe 
glad greeting which only attuned minds can 
give to one another. Today those who work 
for Ih(' unification of race~ and rdigions are 
th(' guardians of Truth and Pea~. Our plal-

form is )'Our platform, your ideals "Uts. In 
standing for union and brotherhood we stand 
for the greatest force in the world, the ir­
resist ible one of love. 

Living ill a wOllderful era in the w()rld's 
history, we witness the early developments of 
a new and holy dispensation. Another and 
higher step in the great spiral of evolution has 
been entered upon and WI' are on tht: thresh­
old of great and glorious human po~~ihililies. 

Consciousness is being quickened by a lruer 
sense of man's dUly to m.an, The Sun 0; 
Truth is piercing through the veils of igllorance 
and bigotry, and those of us who stand free 
to expr('ss the light within, are almost dauled 
by the SI)lendor of what \« know must come 
to advance humanity. Already we feel the 
heat of the great fire that brotherly love shall 
uhirnately kindle in ev('ry clime-and 1 far 
one am sure the future is radiant with joy 
and hope. 

"While touching now this happy string I am 
unable to forget the great Olles of the past, the 
noble army of pioneers in every land and race, 
often martyrs to great causes! Th()st: leaders 
towards the higher fr«dom who prepared 
the way we now tread in this great lolerant 
time: 1 All hail I to those unconquerable souls! 
All hail to those brave ones who sacrificed all 
for truth and righte-ousncss. 

"To them WM the burden and heat of th~ 
day; to us the softer pastures and time of 
fruitage 1 Let us now offer them the incense 
of rememhrance. 

"Perhaps Bahais are especially qualified to 
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ulter a word of gratitude for such souls since 
most of Ul! know something of the desperate 
and tragic circumstances from which this great 
Persian message of Love and Unity emerged. 
Not since the days of early religiou~ persecu­
tions have we a parallel to the awful cruelties 
to which Ihes(' Pcr~ian Theists ",tre \ubjecled. 
Appalled. we learn again of man's inhumanity 
to man. Appalled and awed we ha\"c to know that 
over 20,000 is the roll .. all of souls crushtod 
and tortured OUI of exi~t('ncc in Persia. And 
why. we may ask! B«au~ they preached 
and practiced. eXilelly what )-011 hefe in this 
hall are saying and thinking today Ulltllolestcd. 
They died for daring to raise a voice in the 
interests of liberal rtiigion, for daring to raise 
the standard of progress and unity. God'! 
noble army of pioneers belonging to that an­
cient Indo-Iranian race, Babis, OT Bahais, peT­
ished for the ideals of trUlh and religiops re­
form. Surely will the eternal Word raise up 
10 their glory and self sacrifice an indestructi­
ble monument of lo\'e, one which the future 
races shall acclaim with reverence wherever 
history shall mention the term Blhlii. 'They 
were tbe friends of God and their death hath 
not been in vain: may be the inseription. 

"One point more of high importance I should 
crave permi~sion to touch upon beforc I COll­

clude, ,·iz., the questioll of woman's advance in 
Ollr future 5Cheme~ of I)rogress and unity. 
Here again can Persian 'o\'1,}Inanhood show that 
our eastern sisters were equal in every respect 
10 their men when stuvendous calls of duty 
and courage were made. Acts of unparalleled 
heroism were manifested on the part of wives, 
~islC'rs, motheu in the Bahai cause. Rightly, 

has this new diSpI'nsation been designated as 
the dawn of the woman's era and while in the 
West she is struggling for economic and 1'011-

~Iitutiollal rights, in the East her claims to 
advance are of the more spiritual order. 

"The greate~t woman of her day (and,ours) 
.... as the martyred poetess and philosopher of 
)'enia, Kuralul'Ain, foJlower of the RA» and 
co-worker to usher in His gospl'l. 

"She has been frequently styled the 'Joan 
of An:' of Persia. Bdore mffiing wlth a 
barbarous death at the hands of the ilI­
wi~hers, she braved calumny and family ruin in 
her stand for equal privileges in religious in­
struction for her sex, and in the emancipation 
of their livu from the legalized sla\'uy of 
their po~ition. Her deteonination to speak 
upon deep religious thenies to hearers of the 
opposite $ex (doctors in theology) brought her, 
like her sister in earlier Greek times, the WOI1-

derful Hypatia, to a savage end. Let the glo­
rious fame of sueh heroines enable 115 to re­
alize that the woman too may rise to unex­
vetted height~ and she should he helped to 
utilize her own particular powers for Ihe bene­
fit of the social life. To keep the future moth­
ers of the race in ignoranc!', ineptilude or big­
otry is 10 stultify and rob man of half his 
forces for good. 

"In these days girl children should receive 
as mueh educative attention as boys SO that 
the mind of the mother may be able to help 
and not hamper the growing minds of her 
children. This problem of raising the standard 
of female education on practical line! in the 
East is one for you here to think OUI and act 
upon." 

(Editorial in Tile Sind Ga::/,Ite, DeCtmber 24, 1913.] 

A rath('r remarkable visitor to Karachi-far morc remarkable than any of the Congress 
and Confer('n(e dignitaries-is Mrs. Stannard. the' Bahai miuionary. This gifted lady, who 
has studied all the' religions of the world. and all the phil<naphies, and has come to the con­
elusion, not that they are all wrong, but that they are all right, has a new R'O~pel to preach­
not her o\\n, but that of her ~1:lstcr, Abdul-Bahi, the head of the Bahili religious movement. 

(From The Bomba)' Cltronidr, Februar), 7, 1914.1 

TENETS OF BAHAISM 
Lectures in Bomb-"y. 

T \VO more lectures on the teachings and 
principles of the Bahai Movement were 
delivered recently at the Persian Hall in 

Forbes Street, by Mrs. Stannard and Mrs. 
Getsinger. Elucidations upon the tenets of 
the faith as these touch the religioll' and hu­
mlnitarian standlJ{lint may he ~ummarizcd as 

declaring the essential unity of all religions 
and thl:' onenl"SS of humanity. Religious, and 
social unrest gen~raJJ)' went together, dulared 
one of the spC'akers, and 50 the social teachings 
laid down by BAMA'O'LL"", the founder, re­
veal the rare genius of combioing social <'Ihi('5 
with rl:'lill:ious law. 

ICooUnued on pair" 2'61 
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o ,1M" S'"r of th, W~"1 
Dc thou h .ppy! Boo thou happy ! ~~~~, 

beC<lme the Star of the EUI and Ih.l t .~ 
Babail ",bich i , oc~aniud in the 
thy form i. omall and thy voice 
of the friend. and the c~ntu of 
f~t ure thr subsc riber. will become 
,rMa wi' b<'come yo.t an" lpaCiOUI 
th ou .h-l t !>teo"'e the fi rlt paper 

Vol. V JalalI, 70 (April 9, 1914) No.2 

PROGRAM OF ANNUAL CONVENTION: CHICAGO, APRIL 25th-2Bth 

"In Eshkaha(l , the helieven o f God n1ad~ the erection o f the Temple con(]ucive t,) affinity 
and uni ty. so that it really became the causc o f on~nes~ of the \Vonl. Yeo abo. make the 
er ection of the Temple in America eQn(]ucile to the unity alld o neness of the bdievers-oi 
the maid-servants and servams o f the :'Ilen~iful-sn that with one thought and one aim they 
engage themsel\es in th" building of the Temple." 

Extract lro m 'Tabtet revellled by Abdul ·Baha. 
--

SATL'W!lA\·. AI'kll. 25 
II ea(]quarters--Great Xorrhern I I o~el. l)earhorn 

and Jackson Streets, frOIll 9 a. m. to 6. p. m. 
Luncheon for acti "e and hOllorary m~ml.)t:rs o f 

the Exccuti\"l~ Hoar(] oj Bah5.i Temple Unity. 
at the home o f U rs. Corinne True. 5]38 Ken­
more Avenue, at 12 o'clock ; followed by a 
Rcct""ption f rom 4 to 6 p. m., to delegates, 
lisiting iricni1s and the Chicago flah iii ..... s­
sembly. 

Feast of EI-Ri7.wan. in the "Xoontii1e Club." 
cornt""r of .\liehigan and 12th Street, second 
floo r, at 8 p. m. 

SUNDAY, Al'R!J. 26 

i\lorning- An oPl-'Ortunity for the friends to 
visit the ;\lashrak·t:J- .. \zkar grounds, 11 a. m . 

"THE .NEW REPOR.HER." 
A le tte r from N. R. Vakil, of India, states 

that D. Gopaul Olelly, the editor of Tile N.··w 
RtjOfIlH'r, published in :l\Iac1ras. ha, hclprd 
the CansI' greatly through publishing articles 
on the Re,·clation . It has hcen suggt""stoo that 
a few friends in diffe r ent par ts, who can afford 
to do ,0. ~uhscribt"" fo r the m~gazine. The 

AfternOOll-A plIblk saued ,('nice. heM in St. 
John's Hall. Masonic Temple at 3 p. m. 

MONDAY, APRIL Z7 

Sessions of the Convention of the Hahiii Ttm­
pk Uni ty, held morning and afternoon. in 
Corinthian hall, .\Iasonic Temple. 

Pnblic Met""ting-Asscmbly hall, Northwestern 
Unhersity hnilding, southeast corner Lake 
and Dearborn sITed" second Aoor, at 8 p. Ill. 

Tm:sl).\Y, APRil. 28 

Sessions o f the Colll'cmion held morning and 
afternoon, in Corillthian hall, .\Iasonic TCIll­

pI e. 
Public :'Ileetillg-A,;sembly hall, Nor thwestern 

Unh'e rsity building 8 p. m. 

SlIhscr iptiOll i, alOGIa two dollars pcr year. 
OPR PERSlAN SECTiON this issue 1'011-

tain~: Talk hy Abdul·Baha for a LoII(]on pub_ 
lica tion: (2) Tablet to Sheikh .\lohei-e1-Din: 
(3) Address hy Sheikh '\fohei-el-Din; ( 4) 
Poetic record of the death of Mirza Abul-Fazl: 
(5) S ignificance of Religion: (6) Science and 
Cha r~cter: (7) \liar an(] Peace. 
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"THOU SHALT UNFURL THE STANDARD OF SPIRITUALITY 
IN THE HEAVENLY UNIVERSE!" 

IT IS sevl"rai months since the Kew York 
Assembly was offered an audience room in 
the Pari~h Honse of St. 11ark's Episco­

pal church. 1hi, city. for Sunday afternoon 
meetings, Wit~l the entire freedom of Ihe plat­
form, limited only to constructive methods. 

The Center of the Covenant, His Holiness, 
Abdul-Baha, was ca·1jieri to for counsel, am.l 
his cablt"d reply was: "Accept invitation, 
Church Episcopal. Hold Sunday afternoon 
meetings:' All immediate acceptance of Ihi, 
in.-itation followed. 

Rea'ulifu! meetings are now heir! then: I'vuy 
Sum]ay afternoon. 

Following is 11 Tablet recently received by 
oll r brother :\fr. Kinney, through whom this 
invitation was mry.:t unexpectedly tendered to 

... 
Ihl: Xew York .'\s'cmbly, and who wrote (as 
well as cahled) of it to the presence of the 
Center of the Covenant. This Tahlet is his 
reply: 

To .Mr. Wafa Kinney, l\ew York City. 
Upon him be HAHA'O'llAH El-ARJlA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o Ifwu ''''hu arl firm ill Ihe CO'vellaul! 
Thy lencr wa~ rece:i"ed and its content~ 

ren1s~d with the utmost of attention. 
Con\'ey infinite love allli kindness on my 

hehalf to and say to him: 
Praise be: to God that He hath eho,ell thee 
from amongst the ministers so that thou 
may'st hearken to the call of the King(1om 
of God, listen to the heavenly Meloily, 
behold the Light of Reality, act accuniing 
to the advices of His Hol.ines5 the Christ. 
promulgate the prillciple~ of RAIIA'O'U'\Il. k­
come the cause: o f the iHuminatioll of the 

world of humattity and he ordained as the 
high priest of the Church of the Kingdom. 
.'\11 th e ministers will be suhmerged under one 
of Iho~e periodic waves of the earth, leaving 
behind no name and no trace, but thou shalt 
unfurl the stanilard of spirituality in the heav­
enly uni"erse of Heaven, extolling and mqgni­
fying the Lord of mankind witb the music of 
the Kingdom. Thank thou God that thou haM 
attained to thi~ most great Restowal. 

In shUTt, 0 thou my Mr. Kinney, 0 tholt 
my spiritual child! \Vhatever 
deems advisahle concur with him and put in 
practice, and Q<.:cuPY yo\tr time with the dif­
f\lsion of the Fragrance~ of God. Announce 
the Iltmost kindness to thy r espected wife and 
all the friemis. 

CONGREGATION Of' T .... E SPIRIT 

.... ~. ", ••• ·00 • 

... ' _ ..... < ...... <H 

R.~D'N' ... ~.o .. ? ... WO~O 
S~'.'T".L CONHUNCU 

.... V .. N. AND VOLU",T •• ' •• 

up to the prCscl1t time. as a result of thi, 
1001{ journey to America, my con~titution was 
in the utmo~t statt. of weakness and feeblene~s, 
conse{luently 1 could 110t carry the weight of 
~orre~po\ldence . As at the present writh1g the 
conrlition of my nern'~ i .• hetter and mate­
rially improvcu, therefore T am writing thee 
this epistle. 

Upon thee be R\H" I':L-ABH,,! 

(Signed) AH1)l.:T.-BMH AlIilAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feb-­
rllary 2.1rd, 1914. Mount Carmel, lIaifa, Syria. 

\\'e ask the prayers of all the frienus that 
through this opened door we may hecome e01l­
firmed to hear the Light of thi s ":\10rn of 
"Knowleilge," and to turn mallY heans to the 
Holy Fragrance of "the Branch which h3' 
brauchI'd from the Ancient Root."' 

I.fabel/a D. Brit/jill/hum. 
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TF.NF.TS OF RAHAIS:\I 

The following points dealt with by the lec· 
turers may perhaps he cited as the mOM note­
worthy:-

ThCf(~ shall be no priesthood o f the paid or 
professional order. 
~Ionogamy is enjoined; as~ticism or the 

hermit ]i fe in monasteries is forbidden. 
Educ;atioll is to be univtrsal and the rich 

or childless shall educate the: children of the 
poor. 

The female child is to recch-I! equal atten­
tion in this matter and equality of the sexes 
de(:lan~d. 

Work is looked upon as an act of worship, 
alld is to De found for all, for mcndicitr is 
forbidden. The words written by the Founder 
arc a~ follows: "This is the day of deeds. 
In Ihis day deeds are I)rderahle to word" 
DeC'd~ rc\'cal lite station of the man and he 
whose words txccC'd his deed$ verily, his 11011-

being is beller than his being." 
Brotherhood among the Baha;s, we are told. 

is regarded as absolutely indispen~able, irre­
sp«:tive of race, color, or religion. lind there 
must he 110 pretentious mental attitude, but a 
real and living phil050phy of life. All Mos­
lems, O1ristians. Jews, or Zoroastrian Bahais 
~hould fraternize 01\ one family, for they prae 
tiel' the two great Bahai ideal;; of unity and 
lo\·e. 

\Ve learn that all the edicts of BAIT,\.'O'U.AH 
were laid down and revealed fift)' years ago. 
It is therefore interesting to find that He de­
clared a universal language was to be.- evoll/eel 
or tho~en as an intermediary agent towards 
the beller under~tanding of peoples: al~o 

that a court of arbit ration should be formed 
on international lines against war-tuming the 
Rahai allitude of religions amity u(.>Oll the~e 
problems. since ther declare that all founden 
of religions were chosen spcaker~ f0r the good 
cnlight('nment of people. 

An argument presented by AlxIul-8ahii. on 
this subject when in the \Vest was cited as 
typical. .We are told not to mistake the lamp 
for the Light. Lamps or light carriers are 
many and diverse whether in size, quality o r 
form. bUI light is essentially the same. It 
var;('s only according to the degree allowed it 
by the ~'ehicle of its manifestation. whethn 
as a candle or an electric arc lamp. The world 
should consider great religious founders or 
thinkers a5 light·bearers and what they teach 
should be the object of worship. The wisdom 
with which they illumine their time and race 
should be remembered, not their personalities. 
Religions degenerate, because it is the invaria­
ble tendency in humanity to forget principle5 
~nl1nciated by Foundus and worship the m~te· 
rial or historic a~pecl, n("g"l~ting the light in­
tended to be used. Light lxing one, it stands 
for the analogy of truth, and all religions are 
woven around idcnticany similar principles. 

The Bahiiis believe that teachers of these 
hiKher ord('rs come under Divine will in times 
nf greatest human needs and h:..ve their pre­
destined time and place. Since life may be 
~ymholized as a tree. HAHA'O'LLAII ded:..red 
humanily to be the leaves, flowers and fruit 
thereof. and in time humanity will consider it 
as rationally inconceivable to fight and kill 
one another as it would be for the leaves and 
hranches of a tree to quarrel with ilS hlossoms 
and fruit. 

Tile Bahiiis consider that the world ha~ en· 
tered on a new cycle and that all the t~ach­

ings of this Persian seer aTe ultimately des­
tined 10 work oul for the good of the social 
and spiritual whole. It may perhaps be men­
tioned that Ihe word or title '·BA IIA'O'U.Au" 
lII('ans a quality or descriptive term signify­
ing "Glory or Splendor" (0f God) and Abdul­
Baha his son as "Sen'ant of the Glory." 

.4 WOllD OF APPRECIATION FROM ISDIA. 

"The STAR OF THE \VEST is, indeed. a trut 
nightingale of the Rose-garden of ABHA and 
its b('lo\'w notes l"ihrate with the me~~ages of 
the Beloved of all in the heavens and earths 
Its contents give one renewed vigol to ad­
"ance s t cadfa~tly on the Path which I~ad~ to 
the glorious realm of ABUA_ and the hol~­

word~ of The Center o( The CO"enant that 

it pronmlgatt"l. keep 0111' alwaY$ keyed up in the 
fi('id of sen·ice in IIis ).{ost Beloved Causl' 

The STAll is awaited as a Slar qf 
hope and when it arrives. its rays penetrate 
in the minds of those who await its a rrival 
with expectant hearts." 

Tht BQhiii Assembly 0/ RQllfOOn. 
~Iarch 16, 1914. 
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PRAISE be to Thee, 0 GOD of Names and Creator 
of Heaven I Praise be to Thee, for Thou hast 
made known unto Thy servants Thy Day, wherein 
the River of Life streamed forth from the finger of 

Thy, Generosity, and the Fountain of Revelation and Unity 
became manifest by Thy Manifestation. to all who are in 
Thy earth and Heaven. 

a Goo! This is a Day, the Light of which Thou hast 
sanctified above the sun and its effulgence. . . . Thou 
hast called it "The Day of Godl" Nothing is to be seen 
therein but Thy Supreme Self. and naught is to be remem~ 

hered save Thy sweetest Name. Wherefore. when He 
appeared, the foundations of nabons trembled. the learned 
were bewildered and the wise men were confounded, save 
those who came near unto Thee. took from the hand of 
Favor the pure wine of Thy Inspiration, and drank in Thy 
N arne, saying:-

"Praise be unto Thee. 0 Desire of the nation5! Proi5e 
be to Thee. 0 Beloved of the hearts of the yearning!" 

-BAHA'O'LLAH. 



"Then the Orb of The Covenant dawned ... the glorious 'Branch extended from the Ancient Root' arose 

Jewish. Zoroastrian and Mohammedan pilgrims 
in the Presence of ABDUL-BARA in front oI his 
house at Haifa, Syria. This is the second grout> 
pic'.!le of ABDUL-RARA taken in the Holy Lilnd. 

• to promote the Word of the KING of the Day of Judgment" 

• • 
_ / .. , .. . J/I j , ...,.---" 
• , ~ .. '.Y. 

-_.... .. .... .J I. 
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nF ••• kltolJ. ,he .,.., ....... 1wJI <Oft, ,,,. .. ,,,,,. _nJ flO" .,,,4: ..... ,"" ..... .10. "'t Ihc 
LORD .1IaII .. ".. ...... " lloN,...J H. <:;10." .100116.. .... " u ...... Iltu"- L .... h Wc2. 

THF. "G LOOMY NIGHT" AND THF. "DAY OF GOD " 
A RIHEI' PRKS"N'fATIO:-J OF THR RAHA' :.tRSS,\OIl: 

F rom The Buhni Proofs, by ~lin.:a Ahut-Fazl. 

O 
PEOPLE! when ye carefully cOJl,iricr Ihe world, ye will pcrceh'e that all the nations 
of the ancient world have betn totally incrusted by false wonhip of paganism and 
Saheanism: the darkness of imaginations and fictitious ideas has prc\'ailt-d in every 

region, anti et1tangling heliefs and c\';1 c\\~tom~ accumulated in ('very dime. Inasmuch:u 
the above-mcntiC!lcd nations were ignorant of the meaLling~ and original purposes o f the 
texIS rc,-caled in the 1 leavenly Rook~. such as "ascent" and "descent," "return" ami "re~ti­
tution," "hea~'en" anu ;'earth:' "sun," "moon" and "stan," "re~urrection," "death" and "life," 
and many ~imi la r word~ which were upal! the lips of the prollhelS since the ancient day!. 
and were uttered by the Tongucs o f God from the foundation of the wor ld; and as they 
understood such words according to their litera l ~ense; therefore these nations fell in to the: 
gulf of the F.ctitious belieis of pagani~m. Among these pagan notions were transmigrat ion 
of souis, tran<fomlatiOll of emhodiment>, wOT,hip of slars, animals and trees, senice~ of 
genii, controlling ~pirits and other ruinous practices and pernicious beliefs,-which facts 
arc evident to e:,'ery informed hi~torian, 3nd 10 el'cry sludcllt and arch~ologist. 

As the gloom of fictitious and superstitious I'cliefs prelailed in all parts of the workl: 
as the clooos of ruinous practices, the du-k of pernicions 3ctions, den5ely enw rapped aU 
regions, and veils of ~u~picion hung upon elery side; and a~ the ea rth ..... as entirC'ly covered 
by darknt:'~s upon darkness tht'rdort:' the prophets~Peact:' he upon them !---hal'e interpreted 
that long durati01l as the "gloomy night," 311d the time Qf its di~appcarance as the "bright 
morning," "the day when it shineth:' 

?IOSES 
The Great Lord )Ioses !lIe "InterlOCt1lor," wa, the fi rst Olle .... ho lHO'ie in tlla! dark al1<l 

gloomy pt:'riod and annO\1lH:ed to Ihe lsraeli t ish prople the comil1g termination of that long 
night. He proclaimed the advent of Ihe gloriou~ "Day of God." He taught thnn tht:' Unil~· 
of God: made know!, 10 them the: way of wor<;hipping God; implanted in their Jleans the: 
tll' pectalion of Ihc arriva l oi the "Day of God." and e:<plaincd to them the signs, symbols, 
tokens and wDnden thert:'Of. So also in the past days. Abraham, who was entitled, ZorD­
aster, appt:'ared in P ersian regions ~nd laught th e P3Hee n3t ion the worship Df the merciful 
God. abolishing idDlntry from amDng tlif'm. Rltnollnc1ng Ihc C(lming of the "H Dur ," remind­
ing them of the future Resurrection, tll'piainillg the signs and tokens thereof, and unl'ciling 
the appointed time. )'loreOHr, he: clearly ~tated to them that, \"rily, the Sun o f the prom­
i~ed Beauly ShDUld dawn from the hDr izon of the East, and that the blessed Sad Tat would 
~pring forth from a ..... ell- rooted tn'!:' of Pf'rsia, But. as at that lime the hours of gloom\' 
night were still far from the dawning-plate of )Ianifestation, the {alo;e imaginary btliefs 
and pernicious worship of paganism prc\ail"d el-en among the Hebraic and Persian n3lions: 
IhllS the worship of God was mingled with fi re-worship, and the kings o f Jndea and Ephraim 
3ssotiated with nations rooted in pagani'n!, ~I\dl as the Egyptian~, Phoenicia!ls, AS5Yfian~, 

Chaldeans and Greeh. because the latter had as~umcd dominion over the 13nds of PalC'~tinc 

and the inhabitants tllereof. On this account the Heure .... ·$ were CQmpelled to li\'e under the 
law5 of these go\"crnmcnt~. 10 obey thei r kings. adore their dnnons and worship their idols, 
Yet, 31l100g them, the Israclitish prophet~, Slim as David, I saiah, Jeraniah, Danit!, Zecha­
riah and others----Peate be: upon them !~were, during fi ft een hundred years, remind ing the 
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people of the coming of the "Day of God:' and reviving hopes in their hearts of the ")otani. 
festation of God." So these prophets ",ere, in their cycles, a.s beaming stars which shone 
forth from the uttcrmoS1 horizon of heay-en; as lamps enkindled and aflame in the gloomy 
and obscure night. 

CHRIST 
In that way many generations passed, umil the glorious Saviour arose and the brilliant 

star dawned from the horizon of Galilee. Then the-planet of the Son shone from among the 
posterity of Abraham, the melodies of the Gospds pealc<i forth and the descent of calamities 
upon the children of Israel drew nigh. Our Lord Christ-Upon him is Glory and Grandeur! 
-arose and cried with loud~t voice:-

"Repent ,}'C, for III, Kingdom of God is at h'Hld!" 
"."waken and be tnl'lldfl.ll! Tht Hour af tht Comill{J of tile Kingdom of God ap· 

proacheth!" 
"Bleutd arc Ih, purt in heart, for they shall sct God!" 
"Blessed art Ihe ;tOuma/ars, for /IJ,.\, sholl ~ called Ih, childrrn of God!" 
Likewise, during His lifetime,. He was continually reminding them of the approach of 

the "promised Day," renewing and establishing lhe Signs of the Appearance of Ihe Beauty 
of the Adored One, which had Leen prophesied by the prophets of israel. 

Christ dedared that in "that Day" He will sit upon the right hand of His (the Father's) 
Throne; will be authorized to make His commands effective; will be established upon the 
Scat of His Glory, and become the Shepherd of His sheep, through His Pennission. He.­
Exalted is He I-heralded the approach of the Great "Hour," the Mighty Day of Resurrec· 
tion, until He ascended to the Supreme Friend. Then Apostles arose to spread His Cause 
and promote His Word, until all the European regions were illuminated by the lights of His 
Command, and became purified from the filth of paganism, 

MOILUIMED 
Six centuries elapsed after the clepar{ure of Christ, until the Jkams of Dawn appeared 

from Arabian horizons and the shining of the Morning Light was transmitted frOIll the direc. 
tion of Hedjas. The greatest signs of the "Hour" appearcd and the mightiest tokens of the 
"Day of Judgment" became maniiest. :Mohammcd arose, crying out with the loudest call:­
"The StHICHU of God will surely comt ( 10 be cOTt(ultd); Wherefort do noliwsitH il!" This 
voice was heard from htavm :-"Tllt Ii"" of their QUOlmts holh dr/IWH nigh IInto the ptoplt, 
while they art lurlUI,g away thtrtfrom.f" He clearly stated that the "gloomy night" had 
upired and the dawning of the Sun of Truth from the Supreme Hori~on was at hand. 
Through. the ligllt of His word and the power of JIis prophethood He illumined great nations 
and multitudes, from the remotest parts of Africa to the distant East; peoples who knew 
nothing concerning Unity and had tasted no drop from the fountain of Oneness; those who 
had denied the Prophets and falsely accused the Chosen Ones. The Word of Mohammed 
and His prophetic testimony dro'-e them out of the darkneS! of paganism toward the Light 
of the Worship of God. Thus they were turned from denial of Prophets to belief in the 
line of holy messengers from Adam to Jesus, the Spirit of God. 

Mohammed announced to them til, COining of the "Va}' of God," and made with them 
a covenant to expect the descent of the Spirit (Christ) from the IIeaven of the command 
of God. But He al~o clearly slated that the Precur~or, who shall arise before IIis descent, 
to prepare tile way before that "coming," will comc forth from I1is (::-'Iohammed's) poster­
ity; that through the Spirit (Christ) God will fiJI the nrth with equity after it had ~n 
filled with injustice, and illuminate all regions with justice after they had been darkened by 
tyranny, Then He established books of traditions and prophecies, and filled pages with 
signs and tokens. 

THE BAB 
The earth of enlightenment rolled around its axis for 1260 years, until the "Hour" drew 

nigh aud the appointed time arrived. Then the Star of Guidance dawned, the Planet of 
Purity shone forth, the Fountains of Knowledge gushed out in olle of the best lands of the 
Orient, and the Tree of Grace was ignited in the city of Shiraz, the chief tOWIl of the 
province of Fars. The ::-'Iost Great BAD (Gate) arose, preaching to the multitudes and 
peoples, heralding again the expiration of the "gloomy night," foreshadowing and clearly 
declaring the coming of the great and dreadful "Day of God:' ITe raised this call lIet ..... ixt 
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the Hca\'cn and earth :-"Rejoice! Rejoic.! Tht. .llar,. 0/ Guidance halh indud appeared, 
lht ',Ioomy night' '!(llh dtaftd GUU}'. (lIId tlu Do-Jlllill£ of Iht Beauty of God, EL-ABHA, is at 
hand! The spring-lime of the Relllr,. of Ih. Rl'alilics 0/ Rtgul"lIIion halh to"I'!" All 
ftgions Iremblffl with this most swet't call lind the Resurr~tion appeared through the 
supreme ~le~$age. 

SA 1-1 A'O ' LLA H 

Then dawmd the Sun of the Benuty of the Promised One; then rose and beamed the 
Orb of the Face of the Adored One. The "I-lour" arrived, the RCSIlrrcclion came, the trum­
pet sounded and the dawn of the M:l.nifestation shone forth. B"lIA'O'Ll .. \II-EL-.\IIHA (The 
Glory of God the )1051 Glorious) arose; the Jkauty of the Supreme God appeared and 
called out with a Voice that filled all regions, causing the "se\'en st rata of the earth" to 
tremble :-

"Now the Promiud God halh indud (o"re, lhe Beauly of Ih, Ador,d 011, /wIll appeared, 
til' appointed 'Day of God' Mtll downed and His irrefutable and glorious Command lIatll 
oriS'1I1 The LORD hatli dtsctnded ill Ih, shadow of clouds; rll, eartll is shilling wilh the 
Light of the Fact! of its LORD, th, BesIO",.tNr; th, Bridg, is ,xtellded, the Boolt is appojntfd, 
th, (urtaill is lifttd alld Ihe tlt!il is remot'ed! ShO"J)l!rs of VerSts IIIJ1,~ fa/ltll, branc/lts 0/ 
K"otvltdgt havt! put /artll leavts olld become flourisllillg in all djrec/iolls/ The 'drad hove 
arisen a,rd the lifrless are resurrected"'" 

The rivers of Knowledge and Enlightenment have flowed from His Supreme Pen and 
He hath broken the se-al of the "Sealed \\'ille" with His Generous Fingers. HI'. hath 
explained in Jiis Holy Tablrts the realities of the Words of the Prophets, and hath disclosed 
in His precious Writings the meanings of the symbols of the Elect, until 01/ the seals of the 
Prophets ha"e been opened and the aims of the ~Iessengen became unveiled to the possess­
ors of pure hearts. HI'. instituted new law~ whkh are destia1cd to unite all nations and 
multitudes; issued a glorious Command .... i1ich win bring LOgether all religions and creeds, 
enjoined His Saints to 10\1'. all nations alld exhorted them to sen'e all the pwj)le c;,f the 
world. During His last days He wrote the Kitab-,,/-AII'd (The Book of the Covenant, 
Testament or Will) with His blessed Fing~5, in which He clearly stated and appointed the 
"Center of the Covenant," directing {>«lples to the O rb of the Univer~e. 

The torrent of His Verses and the shower of His Graces abundantly poured down, until 
thc time of Disappearance drew nigh, and the Sun of Truth was concealed in the veil of 
AbsC11cc. The LORD ascended to the Supreme Cc;,urt of His Might, and IIis blessed Iden_ 
tity was hidden in His im'isible furthermost Essence. This calamitous event and lament­
able di~a.$ter happened on the 2nd of the month Zulka'da. 1309 A. H., which corresponds 
to the 28th of May, 1892 A. D. 

ABDUL-BAHA 

\Yhen the Sun of Gtlidance was set and the rustle of the Sadr.lt-el-~[untaha· hushed, 
then the Orb of the Covenant dawned and the .. ~toon" of the TestamCflt appeared with the 
utmost brilliancy and effwgenl'.e, The 8lorious "Branch extended from the Ancient Root," 
His Holiness Abdul-Baha, arose to promote the Word of the KING of the Day of Judg­
ment, and now He is crying and heralding throughout ali regions: 

"Tht Judgment 0/ God halfl lOllle; respond )'''. rl'spond yt unto the (all 0/ God.' 
"Hearkln ye, hearken yt to the Melodies of God! blilait yt the Fragrau(I!S 0/ Godl" 
"Be iIIuHlintd, bt illumined WIth tht lights 0/ tht Face 0/ BAIIA'O'L1.AII! 

Tht promises of tilt Prophets liON already been fu/fiUed, tht prophecies of the Messen­
gtrs rta/iud; tht Day of Jwdym(lIt hath (o,nr, ond moultind hath stood befort tht LORD of 
the (feotwres!" 

• • • 
For this Day is no other than "the end of the ages i" no other than the illumination of 

the horizons of earth, both East and West, with the Ligh ts of the Forgiving LORD; no other 
than the changing of darkness into light, and of sorrow into joy and gladness; whereby 
hearts are cheered, souls are tranquilized, eyes arc consoled and breast! are dilated. 

This is the Day of GoD! 

"A rree planr~<.\ by rhe Anhl ~t t he end of the ,o .. d 10 sul<.\e the traveler. lIere it rder. to the Man]· 
reltalion or Go<.!, 
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[From Jam-e-JuIIIsied, Calcutta, ?o.larth 28, 1914J 

A MESSAGE T O T HE SONS O F MAZDA 

NEW LIGHT l~ THE WORLD 

Hy Prof. E. C. Getsingtr, Ph.D. (Professor of Original Rt.search and Physics), U. s. A. 

A MERTCA is con~idered to be the mel ting 
pot where <Ill discoveries, theories, philos­
ophies, religions amI claims of allY spe­

cial sort, arc put in to the crllcible of investiga­
tion and finally given their true value hy the 
individual; for Ihe American nation is com­
posoo of a people of independent thOllght,-thc 
result of their splenJid o:ducatiooal system. 

Consequently, when an American student 
comes to these shores, it i, a rather strange 
sensation for him to find t hat the educated 
classes-Parsecs, Hin<ius and .".lohammedam.-­
are settled in a state of s~tisfa;;tion, non­
seeking, non-searching, except in some pre­
scribed channels, and aim at maintaining saued 
traditions, Any new light must pass a pre-
5crj~d test ' fourn:loo. upon old views. With an 
American a new light stands upon its own 
merits regardless of preconeeh·ed ideas, and 
t heTein lies t heir success in getting at things. 

1t is rather strange, then, from an American 
vicI'rlJ'Oint. that the Parsees, excepti!lg a few, 
arc rnti rely ignorant of a Persian mOVeme!lt. 
which is of such vast moment t o the Parsec 
cO!lUJ.mnity, and that in Amcrica they have ac­
cepted' the Bahai faith by hundreds, and tha t 
it is the Americans who are spreading this 
Fait h in al! parts of the world. 

And even those few Parsees who have heard 
or looked into the matter were oblivious to 
t he possiMlities of a spiritual force tha t IiI'S 
underneath the outward momrntum. 

\Vhen tJle Americans heard of this Baffiii 
Movement in 1898, they sent several deh:ga­
tions, one from New York, olle from Chicago, 
and one from San Francisco, composed of 
from six to fourteen persons each, to visit thc 
priSOIl city of Acea (Syria) and investigate 
the truth of the matter from the lips of the 
prisoner himself, Abdul·Baha. All reported 
favorahly and the BaMi Faith has since spread 
in America by leaps and bounds, the numhers 
being beyond computation. 

J n Persia. the Bahais ar e numbered by the 
thousands and represent Mohammedans, ooth 
Sunniles and Shiites-Parsecs, Jews and Chris­
t ians, Religious hatred is dissolved by pure 
love, and cach respec ts the r eligion of the other; 
50 that wbole cities in Persia are of the BaMi 

Faith. and aU this has happened by easy stages. 
without the sword of religious coercion, but by 
toleration and brotherly love, 

That the Bahai Faith is of the greatest 
moment to the Parsoce community can well be 
seen, for as soon as just one more step in 
Persia is made by this .\lovemenl. then the 
ParseI' can remove his Sacred Fire back to its 
natil'e home again, ;md worship in peace and 
safety. for religious tole ration is one of the 
greatest Bahai Laws, and 1 am saying this as 
an American Bahai, who has intimately 00-
sen'etl lind known this faith fo r the past si'X­
tccn years. Liberty and fairplay is dear to 
e~ry American. even if the drama o f injust_ 
ice is played in foreign lands; but at the same 
time we also expect that those mostly in ter­
ested (Parsees) in the establishment of right­
eousness in Persia, should bestir themsdves 
a little. 

About a year ago, a delegation. or party, 
of Parsecs went to Persia to observe the trend 
of safety for investment, etc., and not to study 
Bahai influences. But upon returning tney 
reported unfavourably on all points, except, 
that the only hope for Persia lies in the Bami 
Faith and its spread among the Persians. One 
of the party repeated this to me aoout two 
months ago. And y~t, if this is the Parsee's 
only hope, then wny not lend more than a 
mere sile.nt sympathy to that hope? T he P er­
sian ~lohammedans have laid down thousands 
of li~s-this is common historical knowledge 
-in order that thei r country he redeemed., and 
hy these sacrifices the Parsees also arc bene­
fited. 

\Vhy have not the Parsees a150 sent a dele­
gation to PalC'Sline to im'estigate the matter 
at its fountain head? \Vhen the Americans 
did so it was only for tru th's sake, and no t 
hecause they have any o ther interes ts in the 
Parsec motherland. Th-e American Bahiiis 
have establi~hcd schools in PC'rsia, have sent 
American teac.hers to t hose schools and to them 
are admitted the childrl."n of every religion. 

Some of the greates t scholars, writers, sta tes­
men, travelers and humanitarians of eur day 
have wr itten most favourably of the Ba!Jiii 
'\[ovcment and Faith, alld volumes sufficient 
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to. fill a library are already extant from the 
~ns of those men and women, most of them, 
while not pronounced Bahais, are able to sec 
the great influence of Bah;iism upon the entire 
social and economic problems of this age. 

When Prof. Edward G. Browne, of Cam· 
hridgc, visitffi B,\HA'O'LLAH (the founder) in 
the pri son city, Acca, in 18>12. this scholar in 
his own subsc(juen\ hook on Ban:iism, admit" 
tha t the spiritual force that emanated from 
B,HI ""O'LUH (Svlendor of God), caused him 
to fall to his knees in His Presence, when 
BAHA'O'U.AJI spoke the words that have since 
nmg around the earth: 

"IVe dujrr but the good of the ~{'()rld und 
Ihl' hoppilless of tile llal'iorlJ", that all IIIl/imlS 
s/w1I bUMlle anI' in faith , Gird all IIUII as 
bra/lifT'S; tlzat the bOllds of affer/iun Gud Imity 
betu.oeen tile SOIlS of »Jel~ shull be Slrcnglhc)Jrd. 
That di~·ersily of rl'ligirm shall cease and dif­
frctlet of races be rmuutird. Sa it shall b,·. 
These fruitless strifes. these ruinollS wars shall 
P(lSS away aud the '.~fost Great Prau' sliall 
COlne; and for this arc wt' II prisouer Dud all 

exilr." 
Thus diG the "Pri~oner of Acea·' speak on 

th e for lieUI year of his exile and imprison­
ment; and is there any hopeless tone in that 
~p~ch after forly years of O\)pre~sion and 
tyranny? 

Among the vast number of authors and 
writers on Bah~iism, I will mention just a few. 
whose l;ook~ lie hefore lIIe: 

Horace Holley. London, author o f "The 
Modern Soc.ial Religion." In that book, page 

fl, he says: 
"Originating in P~rsia nnly a iI"~l1Ualion ago. Ih~ 

Mo •• m~!1t 10.5 ~I<e~dy I"'n~lrUed far 10 Ihe Ea<' and 
West, it. follower5 numberin!!" millions of men and 
women .... ho rep...,,,,,nt ~v~ry reH!!";on, philo50phy. race, 
da •• and color. It i. the B.hiii tuohin8 which ex· 
tends reliKion "" a5 to include n'odern ""ienee. eco· 
nomic condition< 3"d morality .•.. in tern,. of 
ou< .o<ial evolution.'· 

This hook and others arc on sale in Bom­
hay I><x>k shops. 

The venerahle Professor Vambery, one of 
thc greatl."st ~cholars of modern times, honored 
by KinJ(S and Empl."rors, ju,t a few wc~ks be­

fore his death wrote to Abdul-Baha (the pres_ 
en t leader), a long Il."tler of sympathy and love, 
from which I give hrief excerpts: 

"I forward thi. h"mbl~ p",ition to Ihe ... nctifted 
and holy pre ""nee o f Abdul-B.ha. who Is famon. 
Ihroughout Ihe worl~ and belove.;! hy all mankind. 
"'I tho"l{h , ha,·. t rnded thro"Rh many CO\lntrie! 
.n~ <itie" of "lam. yet have I never met .., loft)· 
a char~clcr and 00 ~xaltw a per50naH~ aO your Ex· 

cellen<y, and I <.n ~ .. ""iln • • o tlla! it ia not pM' 

oihl. to find .u<h .'1Other . . . . I am ho~ing that 
tbe ideab and accomphshmenu of you< EueUency 
may be crowned with .n«UI. Con. iderin, the .. 
reoult.. n~ry 1,~rs'm i. fo<ced hy nec ... ity to en. 
li,t himself on the aide of your Eacdlency and ac<cpt 
with joy th. prospect of a fundamcmal h •• i, for a 
Unlver&>1 R~liKion of God . and if God th~ 

;\10", High, <otlle,... I""H life, I will be aLle to serve 
you under all <ondition •. 

"(Signe d) VAIUUl"." 

Professor Cheyne. of Oxford, England, wrote 
to Abdul-Bana ill these endearing terms: 

Octoher 23, 1913. 
;\\y Beloved Fricnd and Guid,,:-I Cannot fo<got you< 

lender enlbrace ""lien you were with me in my 51"dy. 
It h. been a con. I"", 50ur« of .trenirth in memo<y 
.. nd I fully ~lie ... e ;t wa. the w;U of God. You hell> 
me con.tant\y. \V;th rever~nti~l love ;n ~:l-"'.HA. In 
which my dear wil~ joi"s, I "n>. ~I"ved friend and 
guide, 

(l'ubli.h~d 

S. A.) 

(Sign.d) F. K. CHr;,.s~. 

in the 5TH 01" THE WEn, ChieaHo. U. 

Bernard Temple, ( now Editor of Tile Sind 
Ga::cllr, Karachi ) read a paper before the 
Royal Society of Arts. Londotl, "Persia and 
Ule Regeneration," which was fJublishl."d in that 
Society's Journal, saying: 

"Son,elime. the ""orld has had cau .. to r~irct its 
inattrn!ion. ~;"rol"'. at the p<e..,nt time (l91O). 
is not ,bowing it",,1f <cgardful of the <i8e of the ,,~w 
r"lili"iou~ movement , eall.d 'Bah~i.m' of Per.l~ ..... 
Shiah an,1 Sunhi ;\Iohammcdan. In larR~ n"mbero 
hu~ becon con'~<t~d. In Eurol',,"n T"rk~y, anJ 
more "ouLly in Asiatic Turkey, tbey arc i"",ea.,," 
i"g )·urly. I convers~d with SOn'e in Ilagdad. 
In Egypt th~y arc hecoming num~rou.; al." i\to",oco, 
Algeria, Tuni. and Tri]",li and tile NOTlh~rn Provincn 
of Indi3. I ha,·o met Bah"i. in Domhay, Karaohi. 
Quella, 1'.>h .... aT, Rawalpindi, LahoTe, [klhi a"d 
Luoknow. Con,-erts from among th~ Sikh. 01 "'mrH­
oar. and tbe Brahman. of D.nar .. ; a",ong the flud· 
rUns 01 C~llon, Fltlrmah and Siam; among" the 
TaOi.'" of China an d Shintoi .... <of Jap~n. 

"Many Pe<oian Jew. in Teb .. an have becon,e /l a· 
bais and I hn. attended >orne of th.·ir me.ting.. In 
Hamadan. o,,~ 01 the old~st Je",i.b ..,ttlemellto in 
the world, M lust a tbird of tlle Jewi.h ~ommunity 
h25 openly gon~ over to the ;\Io,·oment. No Christian 
mi.",onary to I)'. Jew. in any part of the world can 
hoa.t a triumph equal to tlli, ..... A mOTe intel­
I"ctual form of Bahi."n loa.. ~xp.nded into Eurol"'. 
in R,,"ia, Gumauy, France and England. In llaku 
I found a b'lo:e numheT: in Lon~on, \hnche'l~r, 

Livc,!",,,l, £,linhUTgh and Gla~gu,.. an arn<eciahlc 
nun,bo:':c. The L'nited Stau. of .\m~rica promi..,. '0 
t.ecome a gr.at wute", .tronghol<1 of Bahai_: .1 .... 
Quebec, MontTul an d Toronto, ill Can~da. 

"flefo« going I"rthc< PUhal'" I ought to stale 
that I am not a Bah.'i. 

"All this w",Id·,..!OI~ .pr~adinK while th e foun<le .. 
wc<e behind pri.""n wall . ) 

"The followu. of BAHA·o·LL~H alr<aJy indude 
m~mbet. of t h~ rulinil" family 01 Pc .. ia-Vi.i~rs, 
Deputies, Governo,... of I'rovincu and ... veral .\1,,1_ 
lah.~" 

I ContInued on page U I 
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TAllLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o .110 .. SI"r of , •• WitH ' " " 0001 
Be .hell bpp),! Be tboll. hapPl'i Shouldot tho ... conLinue to remain firm and eternal. ere lonr. tholl .halt 

bec:Oih" 'he SUo. of tbe wt .nd 011.11 spread in utr)' eountr), .nd dime. Thou.rt Ibe fj"'l paper o f the 
Bahi, wbic:b i. or,.ni,cd in the count,.,. of AmericL Althoulb for lbe prelCnl thy .ubocribua Ire thn;le<!.. 
thy form i ...... 11 IlfId tb)' .. oice wealr, yet o.bouldat tho u uand unrbalrable, become the objtt! of th I,tellt;oll 
of Ihe friend. and the ccnlu of the • .,nc ..... ;I)' o f Ihe leade .. of the faith who .rc firm in the Coven.nl, in Ihe 
futur~ Ihr .ut...r;br .. will become hoa" dler hOlt' like unlo lhe wnca of Ihe H.; Ih)' .. olume will increl.H, th)' 
Ifen. wi! become vut Ind 'padou •• nd th)' .. oice ,"d fame will br r.iacd .nd htt<J ... e wOrld·wide-.nd .t lut 
Ihou .halt become the fjrll P"llCr of the world of bumllflily. Yel.U the ... dCl><'nd upon /i-_ul t Ii ............. 
""""fill (S,',"rd) A.uw.-BAHA I\'~ 

Vol. V Jamal 1, 70 (April 28,1914) No.3 

THE BREAKING DOWN OF CASTE 

I From Tloc CI.rlllian Common,"of,1. I 

A ~fOKG thc Bahai pilgrims now at Haifa 
are a group of Intlians-among whom is 
a young Hindu of high caste-who by 

crossing the sea and living in the pilgrim house 
with Zomastrjan~, Jews. and )lohamm~ans 

have crossed the rubicon and uroken down the 
wall of caste which presents such an impene­
trable barrier to the Olristian missionary. 

It is extraordinarily intl"resting 10 taJk\to 
these Indians and get an insight into their 
minds. One, a lawyer by profession, explained 
to me that they avoid as much as p0055ihle all 
refermce to rt'ligion, lest discussion should 
open a door to the imrestigation of Christianity, 
50 that tht' faith of his forefather~ was to him 
a mere form. Yt't he said there is in the Hindu 
scr iptures a prophecy tholt whenever irreliltion 
prevails on earth, a new prophet will ari<e to 
re-establish religion. Another of the pilgrim~ 
here is a master of the upper form in a Go\"· 
ernmcnt school in India, in which 75 per cent 
of the pupils a re Mohammedans. It is inel'it­
able that the Ii~l spirit of this man, fiUed 
with high ideals of brotherhood and inter­
nationalism, should permeate the minds of his 
pupils, even though he does not teach them re­
ligion, and thus these future citizens of our 
Indian Empire may be sand from the dangers 
of so-called "nationalism" and freed from the 
hide-bound prejudice o f creed. Thw the Bahai 
spirit is today everywhere leavening the minds 

of men and ushering in the new era of peace 
and goodwill. 

Abdul-Baha is now visltmg Acca and living 
in the house of BAlU'O'LLAII, close to the prison 
where he was brought as a child with his saintly 
father, and the seveflty Persian exiles who 
were banished with their kader to the Turkish 
penal s('ttlement forty-six years ago. 

It is wonderful to sI"e the I'cnerable figure of 
the reyerro 13ahlii leader passing through the 
narrow streets of this ancient town, where he 
lil'ed for forty years as a political prisoner, and 
to note the deep «'specl with which he is 
saluted by the Turkish officials and the officers 
of the garri~on from the COI-ernor downward, 
who I'isit him constantly and listen with the 
deepI"st attention to his words. "The Master" 
(jocs not teach in Syria as he did in the \Vest, 
but he goes about doing good. and Moham­
meda.ns -and Christians alike ~hare his benefac­
tions. Fronl sunrise often till midnight he 
works, in spite of brokl"n health, never sparing 
himself if there is a v.-rong to be righted or a 
suffering to be reliel'ed. To Christians who 
r..gard Abdul-Balla with impartial an!! sym­
pathetic eyes, this wonderflll selfless life callrrot 
fail to rt(all that life whose tragic termination 
on Cah'ary the v.hole Christian world recalls 
loday. 

M. I::fOt.BACR. 

Acea, Good Friday. 
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L EST W E FOR GET 

TODAY the nations of the world are self-engaged - occupied 

with mortal and transitory accomplishments-consumed by 
the fires of passion and self. Self is dominant; enmity and 

animosity prevail. Nations and peoples are thinking only of their 

worldly interests and outcomes. The clash of war and din of strife 

is heard among them. 

But the Friends of the Blessed Perfection (8AHA'O'LLAH) 

have no thoughts save the thoughts of heaven and the Love of 

God. Therefore, you must without delay employ your powers in 

spreading the effulgent glow of the Love of God and so order your 

lives that you may be known and seen as examples of its radiance . 

You must deal with all in lOVing kindne3s in order thai this precious 

seed (of the Teachings of the Blessed Perfection) entrusted to 'your 

planting ma,Y continue to grow and bring forth its perfect fruit. 

The Love and Mercy of God will accomplish this through 

you if you have love in your own heart. 

E. lToct Irom Addre .. delivered by 

-ABDUL-BAHA 

A MESSAGE T O THE SON S OF MAZDA 
[Con Unued from lIa ~e 39) 

The observations of Bernard Temple are 
first hand. He is a renowned orienta list and 
traveler. Xo comments are necessary on his 
words. 

S. A. Kapadia, Editor of T he' Wisdom of Ilz e 
East Series, in "The Splendor of God," says 
on page 2 : 

"Whe...,ver Bah~i8 mut th<:y meet on comIIlon 
ground. th ro"' ;~1I" aside all anta goniam. o f the Past. 
they rejoice ;n the glad eom"",nion o f the pre""n t 
. . . , Brotherhood among them i. n ot merely a 
'mayb<,' it i. a vi sfble fact. Buddis" and Moham, 
medam, H indu. and Zoro .. triaM, Je w. and Chriot; a n" 
.it a t one board in amity, eat of one dilh, a nd olter 
unit ed th.onl<sgiv ing to one Giver-the re.u lt of Iho 
li~ht of 'The Glory of Ih<: God' (BAHA'O'LlJIH) . 

"Illumined hy this li,h l, men ar<: no lon, .r hlinded 
by fo .. of one anothe r, feu i. ullerly caol out by 
Ihis light towards which B~ b;;;'rn l!id. all men 10 

turn. 

"\'i5ilor. to Abdul·Baha at hi. horn<: in Acea, are 
01 many tongues and many na tions. . . . . Many 
owosin, peo pl<: and prole .... ion. <:al at th<: lahl<: to· 
gether and h<: him"" l! wait. upan hi. guest. in pcred 
Gervice to hi5 fello .... men. • . . . • .. light that cannot 
h i! to rend Klunder the veil o f separation and en· 
able man to ""c and love man regard I ... of nation, 
oriRi n , eolor, cute or creed. Thb light of love 
.hows man to man as he is." 

This is a word for Bahaism by the Edi tors 
of a religious series, that pro,'e them to be; 

experts in discernment of the inner life of the 
individual religions, ancient and modern. 

In a recent article in Tlte Christian Cam­
III olwJCalth, London, and reprinted in the Feb­
ruary number of The NI"W R eformer, Madras, 
Mr. George. G. Andre, F. G. S ., writes: 

"No reH giou< Mo"omen\ hao touched th<: apir itua) 
li fe o f the m<><lern world so dosely as that which ;. 
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a'""eiated wilh the Bab, n" .... 'U'LLAH, and hi • • on 
A1;>du!-naha . r~e.ian, and in origin in Ihe nineteen.h 
c~n.u.y, in ,,",vemy ycaes has "peead an Over Ih~ 
wodd. It .Iand. oul amOnlr other Movement. a. 
the faem of the 'enantinK" foece In tbe "pirilua! life 
of Ihe world. \Ve have in .be Ilah';'i teaching a reo 
l{eneut;ve foro" which m"y change the form of 
human society ;n a way and in a t!egrec of which we 
can ha,·" in the pru"nt eonfu.ed 5~le of IbinKS, 
no adequale conceplion." 

"The·Hahai Reve!.li"n may he riI\Chtly descdbw a. 
the irteat<d reliaio". Movemenl of recenl limu. 
A .\Iovrmcnt which eeckon. h. marty," by te"" <If 
I!""'.and and Ihe numbe .. of it. adberents by mil. 
lio"s. ·fhe fir.1 irnpre .. ion made On one i. thai il' 
name '1Iah;;:;: i. a ,uaK •• lion of a purified form 
of Mohammedanism. l1"t though "5S<>tiatcd in ito 
Origin wilh Ihe faitb of r.lam, a. Christianily wao 
.... i lh Judaism, yet it i. a di.lincl and inde""ndent 
)Jm·emenl- Ihe anSWer '0 rclig;ou. And . ocial nee" •. 
.ily. That po.rt wbich Ih~ Dah;;i Movoment is ,.Ie .. 
tined to I'lay in tn" "1'Irilu3! life of the world. i. to 

he • ,,"vic\\" of Ihe .. ,eat Religions ...• , A orisi. 
has hec:~ reached in Ihe religion . of Inc ,,·orld an.:! 
men', ~ca<u aTe failing Ihem in fear. 

"DAI ... ',i~~AH did nol profe" 10 found a new rc. 
ligion in the ordinaey accept"nee of Ihe word, Ih"t 
i •. an organized rdi,lo" • • y.lcm adapled to Ihe n •• d. 
of a !>'Onieu!;;r race of ""ople, but to broaden Ihe 
La.i. of uch man'. faith and to .tr.ngl~en i~ 
"'T~e CO .. n.e of aU eeligion. h the love " f God, 

and 10 di..,ov"r the way 10 the Kingdom onc nl<>51 
travel "I"'n il. The pco~le o f l1alt .. must tuch bv 
their live. ""d manifo_t Ihe light of Cod in the;-, 
~eed.: ~Y' Abdul-Daha." 

The Christian Commomvmifli is circulated 
in an f/<I. rts of the world and has over a h3\f­
million readers. Thm shov.ing the widt: circle 
of s}ll1[1athy tha t is manifes ted from many 
source;; for the Bahai ),fovem('llt and its aims. 
The foregoing from Ihe [lens of eminent mrn, 
and rtcognizoo as peers in their fields of la­
bor, te'tifics that the Bahiii ;\lo,emcltt is pra~­
tic<llly a ·;world renova tillg" fact; that it is 
artually a "l\lillenniutll period" already 011 the 
aoeendan t ; that it is a ··Resllrrection·' of spir­
ituality already on the wing; that it i, a 
"day of Righieouslless and JUllgmenf' alreadv 
at halld. 

Nothing with even a semblance to these 
principles has arisen nor gone forth out of 
Persia dl1rin!{ 25OC) ycan, which in the Itaot 
hears traces o f Zoroastrian prophetic fulfillment 
as does the "Railai Rn·rl<l tion- already an {"S+ 

tahE,hN fact throughout the world. and ac-

THE T.\LKS OF ,\BDt:L-BAH .. \ givcn in 
Pari~ have been publi,hcd in German under the 
title. ··Ev;(ltgc1iltm der Lic1>e lutti de,; Friedens 
Hir un,erc Zeit'· - '·on Abdul-Baha Abbas. 
Price 1 mark, 20 pfennings (29<:); doth bound, 
2 mark~ (4&). Postage 6c additiotla l. Order 

knowledged as such by tJle most distinguished 
mcn of a/hits in all countries, regardless of 
lheir religious convictions. 

I n tht face of these facts, is it no t presump­
IUOUS Oil my part to call the attention of the 
ParStt community to an event, already history, 
which possibly might be: " the long desired ),fil­
\ennium" of Shah Bahram and Soshans? 

It is true. that the Parsee community is 
small and for its own self-pr eservation and 
protection. Ihe Parsecs must set about their 
comlltunity a certain eonserv<llism, <lnd look 
askance at new cults and philosophies. But 
it mus t a lso remember that when we shut 
othen out, we likewise shut O\lrse1ves in; and 
!J.csidcs Bahaism is no cult, philosophy, nor ncw 
religion. It is the religion of the prophets of 
Tran- as promised since ancien t times and has 
conte in our tl.1y to all who can be:l ieve these 
gl;H\-t idings. 

Neither American nor English "Rah;ii, have 
any interes t in the advancement of Persia 
toward a habitable country, aside from hu­
manity. But the ParsC'I'S have an interest that 
has slumbered for centuries in their hea rts. 
and a hope that has nevct waned. And now 
since the Persian Bahiiis (statement of the 
delegation) have cleared away the lurking 
danger, lmd given the Parsers a ligh t on the 
path, a new hope almos t realized, is it then too 
milch to ask YOII. my fellowmen in ), Iazda, 10 

also form a delega tion 10 investigate Bahaism 
and H'C what rela tionship it llas to your own 
expectations of the ··Resurreetion of Ril/:h t · 
cousntss ?" 

T hal·e met >on>e of your learned men-in 
fact. too learnoo- w·ho have heard, have read. 
ltaye formed opinions abon t tt, but only f rolll 
t"xtcrior source;, 1t3ve judged a world Uove­
ment by the air bubbles cimTncd by the 
~trugg!c _ 

C0I1sequemly. should my llUmble suggestion 
nf an invcstigating dclegation be fol1owoo. 
then please do not make the samc "tophcavy"; 
hu t l(}Ok to the spirit in men·s "ouls. That is. 
those who can tliseern things wrol1Rht of God 
;md His Spirit. 

from Wilhelm Herrige1, TTOellderlin Sir. 35. 
Sluttgart, Germany. 

OlTR PERSIA::-l" SECTIO::-l" this issue can­
t ~ins, (1) Talk by Alxlul-Baha before the 
Atheists' Cinh in San Frandsco, Cal.; (2) Poem 
by ;\lirza Mahmood. 
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HE IS GOD! 

o thou herald of the Kingdom of Cod I 
Thy detailed leltcr wu received. Its contents indicated that thou 

dimt travel in the cities of America and visited the friends of Cod until thou 
dldst reach the gcncral Convention held in Chicago for the building of the 
Mashrat-el-Azkar. In thy leiter thou hasl written in praise and commenda­
tion of the illumination of that Convention. T roly, t say. the Convention of 
the Bahai delegates in Chic.aso was a heavenly gathering and confirmed by 
Divine ANistance. The Splendor of the Kingdom of ASHA shone forth and 
the &clul-refreshing Breeze wafted from the direction of Providence. It was 
an Effulgence from the Rays of the Sun of Truth that the friends of God 
gathered in that illumined Assembly with the utmost love. unity and concord. 
The intentions of everYorle were reinforced by Divine Confirmation. the aim 
of everyone was ~rvice in the Cause of God, servitude in the Threshold of 
the Almighty and the erection of the Muhrak.-el-Azkar. 

The results of that ConventKm in the future will be far-reaching and 
most important. and evident signs shall become manifest. As it was the fi15t 
general Bahal-Convention in America. it displayed. wonderful inRuence. The 
gathering of that illumined Asaentbly in such a short space of time would 
have been impossible without the Power of the Divine Covenant and T esta­
ment. But The Covenant has such a great sway that it utonishes the minds. 
In every region the sign of the Power of the Covenant is apparent and mani­
fest. 

For instance: In Penia the fire of revolution blazed in such wise that 
all communities. government and nation became afflicted with the most severe 
trials; but the Power of the Covenant protected the Bahai friends to such a 
dqree that in this turbulent storm no dust feH upon them. except in one local­
ity. which became the cause of the spreading of the Religion of Cod and the 
diffusion of the Word of Cod. Now all the parties in Penia are wondering 
how the people of Baha were guarded and protected. 

Praise be to God! that in Teheran. and all the provinces of Penia, 
the Call of God has been raised. the Ensign of the Covenant has been un­
furled. the cry of "Ya-Baha-el-AsHA!" has been heard and the melody of 
the Kingdom of ABHA has been promulgated among the people of intc:lli-
genee. 

Extract from a Tablet to Mr. Howard 
MacNutt. translated by Mirza Ahmad 
Sohrab. August 14. 1909. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
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STAR OF THE WEST 
"WB deal .. bol tbe 1'0001 ollbe world aDd tbe happlM .. 01 tbe D&IIo",,; thai .U ... ,1011& "ban become o"e '" 

'alth aod "U m ..... b.otbeu; tba, tbe OOlld. of al!,,:UOD &"d uolty betw.", .. the .001 01 mea thall be &tuDZlb" .. ed: 
Ihat dl .. "rllt, 01 .. 1ta:lo ... b&II cease aDd dlll' ... oCfl. of race be ...... "Uod. So It tban be; tbe ... lruttl ..... trif .. , 
Uleta "dllo", .... aban p ........ ,.. aod the "Mot! Grea' fie.",,' "ball comeo"-8AII" ·,,'LLA., 

Vol. V Azamat 1,70 (May 17. 1914) No.4 

[FIRST ARTICLE J 

SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF BAHAI TEMPLE UNITY 
CHICAGO, APRIL 25-28, 1914 

8, ALPRED E. LUNT 

"Veril)" the {OllndinK of Iht MlJ,fhrak·,/·Adar will mark th, inceptioPi of Iht Kingdom of 
God on eorth. It i.r Ihe n'idI'Plt s'o"dord t(.lIvinl in Iht center of Ihot greol cOPlli>ltn' 0/ Amer­
jCd. Its goltS will be fllmg 1t~·dt 10 "1O"ki"d; /Jrtjlldice ,,,words n"PI', lotlt (or all." 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

EAST and west, Atlantic and Pacific, north 
and south met in loving union when the 
Bahai delegates, hastening from all parts 

of the Occidelll, assembled in Chicago, Satur­
day, April 25th, 1914, for the Sixth Annual 
COlwention of Bahai Temple Unity. Seattle and 
Spokane shook hands with Boston and New 
York, likewise :\tontrcal with Washington and 
Cincinnati, while the: representatives of the 
more central cities 5at down together in fam­
ily counsel. Far away London sent its greet­
ings in the much enjoyed presence of Min 
Jack, and the beloved Egyptian village of Ram­
leh, <lear to the: heart of every Bahai, was 
brought near by the presence of Mrs. Isabel 
F razer, a pilgrim recently returned from that 
favored spot. 

But these Conventions, unique and ~crless 
in the assemblies of mankind, poss<:ss a quality 
more significant than the mere gathering of a 
few score of people from all parts of America. 
For the invisible but potent threa<ls of love­
the susceptibilities of the hearts of thousands 
-are carried by each delegate, each, :u it were, 
a winged messenger harnessed to a hundred 
shimmering threads streaming out from the 
Assembly at home, until as the delegates meet 
in the Convention city the spiritual eye sees a 
vast network stretching far and wide in every 
direction; threads which are woven into the 
"robe of love," concerning which His Holiness 
BAHA'O'LLAti has counselled the believers to 
"sew." And these threads are vibrant with 
life without which the Convention would be as 
nothing, for the life of the Convention is the 
life of the hearts of all, those heam which in 
turn are pulsating with the Divine Life pour­
ing forth from the Dayspring of Mercy, the 
Sun of Truth and Reality. Therefore these 
Conventiom have neither latitude nor longitude, 

nor arc they limited geographically, but in them 
Ihe Oneness of God, and the oneness of hu­
manity must be realized-for in reality this 
network of love, which is here spoken of, has 
nu termination in the Occidental Assemblies, 
but rather girdles the earth, entering al1 the 
continents and countries and finding its center 
in that lloly Threshold which is also its source. 

• • • 
The Chicago Committee, with dtarar:teristie 

hospitality, engaged headquarters at the Grcat 
Northcrn Hotel throughout Saturday for the 
convcnience of arriving delegates and friends. 
At 12 o'clock noon, Mrs. Corinne True wel­
comed active and honorary members of the 
Unity at her home, 5338 Kenmore Avenue, where 
a delightful luncheon was served, followed by 
a business session of the Executive Board, un­
til at 4 o'dock :\trs. True opened her doors 
wide fo r the stream of de1qatn, visiting 
friends and the many members of the Chicago 
Assembly who attended the reception an­
noum:ed for thai hour. Here passed more than 
two hours of renewing interrupted friendships, 
the el<change of the news of the Cause in va­
rious regions, and a right happy time. Refresh­
ments and. music added to the good cheer, and 
happy, shining faces furnished proof that the 
Glad-tidings, which were the real cause of this 
meeting, were in each heart. 

At the comer of :\tichigan A\'enue and 
Twelfth Street, far down town, on the sC('Ond 
Hoor of a large building is the "~oontide 

Dub." At this spot, at 8 o'clock p. m., a 
large company of the friends sat down at long 
tables to celehrate the SOth annh'ersary of the 
Feast of EI-Rizwan. This gathering was in 
charge of the Chicago Assembly, and was pre­
sided over by Mr. Albert R. Windust, whom a1\ 
know and love as one of the editors of the 
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STAll OF THE WEST. The room was large and 
brightly lighted, and the repast bounteous and 
palatable. Chairman Windust opened wi th the 
\Vords of the Center of the Covenant-"O 
People, Ihe doors of the Kingdom are opened" 
- then appropriately and warmly welcomed the 
visiting delegates, and the follo\\1ng responded, 
in the order named, to the invitation of the 
Chairman: Mrs. Geary of Seattle, \Vash., 
Miss Edna ).-fcKinncy of ~Ialden. r.rass .. Mrs. 
Xellic Phillips of Los Angeles, :-'Ir. William H. 
Hoar of Jersey City, N. J. ?.In. Lincoln of 
Brooklyn, flIT. Alfred E. LUll! of Bo~ton. )'ir. 
Louis G. Gregory of Washington, D. c., Urs. 
Christ Olsen of Racine. Wis" Mrs. Xels Peter­
son of Fruitport, )'lich., Mn. Kate he. of 
Salem, ).Iass .. ).Ir. Edward n. Kinney of New 
York, :\lr~. Annie L. Pamerton of Cincinnati. 
:\liss :\Iarion E. Jack of London, England, :\liss 
Elsie Pomeroy of :\Iontrl:al, :'I1rs. \Vest of Spo­
kane, Wash., :'lIn. George L. Drum of Balti­
more. 1'.lr5. Frank Spink of '!\-Iu5kegon, .Mkh., 
'!\Iis~ Cora E. Gray of Urhana. llt., and .Mr. 
Alhert IT. 1Iall of 1'.linneapolis. In all, nine­
teen contributed a fel\" words direct from their 
hearts, iu most cases bringing the lodllg 
greetings from each Assemhly to Chicago, giv­
ing a hrief account of the condi t ions in the 
Cause in each place and adding ~ome special 
thought o f joy, exhortation and love to this 
feast of good thing~, thu~ preparing the hearh 
for the meetings to follow. 

Sunday morning at 11 o 'clock lI"a, the sched­
uled time for the gathering of the people on 
the ;\lashrak -e1-A~kar grounds in Wilmette. As 
the groups a,sembled irom their different lo­
cations, thought s and memories turned back­
ward two years to that occasion (whose mean­
ing will ever wall greater ) when His Holiness 
Abdul-Baha lifted lip his blessed voice at the 
dedication of these ground~, $aying: '"7 he 
POZl'U which luu gathrred J'OIl here iof tnll\' a 
coloual Po·wrr. It is the ('xtruordiliorJ' Power; 
it is a nit'jllt: PO";l.'er ~ .. hich gathers )'OU hither 
11 is the DI"1.'ine Fa-,;ar of BAHA·O·I.I. o\H w!rich 
gatliered J'OIl together." Sever did the air 5eem 
balmier, or the sunlight more hrilliant-while 
just o\"er the rise incomparahle Lake Michigan 
shone :md gleamed, sending forth its n!lTivaI1ed 
coloring. and all in motion with the light 
breezes. Is it too much to say that as the year,; 
pass. and generations march 011. even Ihis beau­
tiful picture will gradually fade in the memory 
and will no more he known-- while e"er in­
creasing in power and significance, furnishing 
the real motive and reason for all these anni­
versaries that are to come, will stand the figure 

of Him whose love has brought us together, 
who came "out of the F.ast"-"out of prison"_ 
t o this far country, setting up here His Banner 
of Divine Love which is the true sovereignty, 
and on this spot u! tered words of dedication 
concerning that great ~ymbol of the oneness 
of humanity- the 11ashrak-e1-Azkar? 

The re was no formal service on this otca­
sion. The worship was of an il!1leT rather than 
an outer nature. Prnently, Mr. Albert H. 
Hall, Chaimlan of the Temple Unity, called the 
friends together near the spot" designated as 
the center of the Edifice, and after a few words 
of explanation, read most impressively a por­
tion f rom the Surat-ul-Hykl. Perhaps nc\'er 
did the meaning of that most profound dis­
course penetrate the understanding more than 
on this occasion. lt~elf a discourse of the 
Temple, the depth and profundity of thl! 
thought seemed to clear, and as the expr es­
sions of the SuraJ addressed to: "0 Temple of 
Holiness" (PP. 41, 42); "0 Heart of this 
Temple" (p. 43); "0 tholl Foot of this Tem­
ple; \Ve have creat ed Thee from the iron-he 
st r aigh t forward in the way of thy Lord that 
through Thee will be straightened the feet of 
the devot ees in the Path of Thy Lord the 
Precious, the \\,i"e" (p. 39) were read, the 
tnind seemed to grasp more detinitely than be­
fore something of the meaning of the words 
of His Holiness Abdul-Baha when he said that 
'"The :\lashrak-cl-Azkar represents the Body of 
the Manifestation." 

At 3 p. m. the first public meeting was held 
in Sts. John Hall, )'lasonic Temple. This took 
the form 01 a saned sen'ice, wi th Mr. Charles 
H. Greenleaf presiding. The hall was iu!! and 
cont ained many seekers. and also many of the 
Chicago Assembly who had not previously ap­
pear ed at the earlier gatherings. All were 
happy. The opening was a l)ianu number enti­
tled " Peace, Sweet Peace," by Miss Lillian 
James, following which the C"ongregation sang 
"Great Day of God." Chairman Greenleaf then 
read from the lIidden Words the heautiful 
paragraphs beginning-"O Son of Spirit. I have 
crealI'd thee rich: why dos t thou make thyself 
poor? Noble have T made thee: why dost thou 
degrade thyself?"' etc. "0 Son of l\lan Thou 
art :\Iy Po~ses5ion, and :\Iy Possession shall 
never be destroyed: why art tholl in fear of thy 
dest ruction? Thou art ~ly Light and My 
Light shall never heeome extinct : why dos t 
thou drearl extinction? Thou art }fy Glury 
(BAHA) and ~ly Glory shall not be veiled: 
111011 art :\ly GamJent Jnd My Gannent shall 
Iln'er be outworn. Therefore abide in thy 
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lov~ to Me, that thou mayest find Me in the 
Highest Horiton." 

ALw from the Words of Wisdom, and the 
stirring prayer "The Day of God," closing with 
the words-"Praise be unto Thee, 0 Desire of 
the nations. Praise be to Thee, 0 Beloved of 
the hearts of the yearning." After this fol­
lowed silent prayer and the playing of the 
"Benediction" softly. 

Mme. Ragna Linne then sweetly sang "Be­
hold, I stand at the door and knock." Mr. 
Greenleaf then launched in to his opening ad­
dress, btginning with these impressive word:r­
"Just a word to those who may not' be familiar 
with the Revelation of B~IIA'O·LI.AH. the LORD 
of mankind, who h.a.! come again in this age 
in fulfillment of promise and prophecy," He 
then alluded to the fact that in the Bahai gath­
nings the word "stranger" has 110 place, for 
in this day all are friends (referring to the new 
faces present). "This meeting today is cer­
tainly significant, for gathered here today are 
delegates and representatives from many As­
semblies all over this broad land, from Hono­
lulu, from Canada, from England.' They are 
aM<'lll.bled here in Convention to accomplish 
a certain definite purpose and tha~ purpose is 
to promote and further the building of a great 
Temple, a great Mashrak-c1-Azkar which in its 
symbolism. in its nine sides, points to Unity, 
the unity of the entire human race. The invi­
tation is extended to all without regard to 
race, color or cr~, to enter its portals and 
there worship God in the silence after the dic­
tates of the conscience and heart. This is the 
universal aim of this wonderfnl Re\'clation. In 
the hospice, the hospitals, the schools and va­
rious other instilution~ included in this Edi­
fice are exemplified and set forth the greal fact 
that he who would climb the heights to God, 
who would ascmd to that for wqich he was 
created, 'must apply ill duds aNd actions the 
strength and inspiration hc receives as he'jour­
neys in the Land of the Spirit. Why there­
fore is this not worthy of your investigation, 
of your prayerful attention? Xow we want to 
hear from these friends from the different 
parts and 1 only regret that I cannot ca11 upon 
them all, because, dear friends, this is the day 
when heart speaks to heart, and I know all of 
these delegates have a message for you from 
the depths of their experienceS' and their 
heans." 

The congregation then joined in singing 
"Tell the Wondrous Story," after ..... hich the 
Chairman called upon Mr. Alfred E. Loot of 
Boston. 

Mr. Lunt began by saying-"lt i5 surely a 
wonderful privilege to be here and bring to 
you the message of love, of fellowship and of 
co-operation from Boston." He referred t.o 
the faithful labors of the Chicago Assembly in 
the advancement of the Cause for '0 many 
years, as the Assembly which hnt heard til .. 
Call in this country, and to the days when he 
had the privilege of attending the mecting in 
Chicago [in 19CJ)j when "our dearly loved and 
lamented brother Chase was here and sat be­
fore you as your presiding officer-the great 
lo\'e that he brought. I am sure he is very 
happy today .... From Boston 1 would bring 
you the greetings of the hearts .... The work 
there began back in 1906. but I think only 
within the last few years, has the: Assembly 
been really founded in steadfastness. \Vhen 
Abdul-Baha came to Boston in the spring of 
1912 he brought with him that wonderful cup 
of love and severance, that pure blessing which 
has quickened every Assembly in this country 
anti from that moment Boston began to flour­
ish as a rose in the desert. He said to us: '1 
pray God that you may- become as a rose­
garden'-and we ha"e prayed that this might 
be made possible, and ,,-e have realized in the 
months that ha,'e gone by since he said fare­
well that he has recreated the Boston As~em­
bly, for from that moment the hearts of the 
believers begau to pul§ate as one heart, the 
Ih'es began to be lived as one life, to ..... alk 
",;th the same feet, living in 'one land! Thus 
is coming the realization of the s ..... eet \Vord­
'This handful of dU5t the world is one home: 
This is the nucleus of one great family, and 
as that lo\'e and unity became concentrated in 
the hearts of the people great results appeared. 
for the attraction of the hearts began to d raw 
those souls who were ready to hear the Mes­
lagI', and from all parts they came. . .. \Vith 
this priceleu gift of Unity, let us look to its 
source. Abdul-Baba is the great Heart of the 
world today, the center of God's Covenant. 
From him is streaming the spiritual Life­
force whieh is comparable to the circulation 
of the blood in man. Therefore, until we 
unite and permit the Life-blood of the Center 
of the Covenant to reach into our lives, to 
complete the circulation, we are r"arding the 
wonderful fulfillment he has promised, we arc 
withholding the bounties of God from the 
people, we are hindering the fulfilllllent and 
completion of this great Edifice, the Mashrak­
el-Azkar. Therefore he has placed a grcat 
and 50lemn duty upon every one of us to 
show forth such unity and lo\'e, to do away with 



54 STAR OF THE WEST 

diverse opinions, to the degree that health­
bestowing Life-force shall pulsate in every OM 
of our h~arts, and accomplish its divine pur­
pose." 

Mrs. Annie L. Parmerton, of Cincinnati, next 
called upon, ga,'e loving greetings, then asked 
to be excused, having spoken the previous 
evening. 

Mr. William H. Hoar, representing Jersey 
City, then spoke, and beautifully referred to 
his early experiences in Bahai work in Chi­
cago, saying: "Chicago is to me the house of 
my father. My thought today is, in the words 
of the Holy One, '0 son, give 11e thy heart.' 
For man has only his heart 10 give. Ali ehe 
Got! has for Himself, for He is the ruler 
over all the earth 'and all that therein is.' 
Nevertheltoss through the freedom of the will 
which He has bestowed upon man, man pos-
5~sses power to withhold his heart from God. 
This is a tremendous fact, yet how sad a thing 
it can become. So, as we came penniless and 
naked into the world, our hurts our only pos­
session, controlling only this rarest of treas­
ures, the free-will, let us now render up the 
only thing we can-give our heatts, to God; 
and if this be done rest assured Ihat this coun­
Iry will be swept from East to West by the 
power of the Holy Spirit." ... 

),Irs. Mariam Haney of Washington, D. C., 
followed with a rare collection of passages 
from the Holy Writings of BABA'O'LLAn and 
Abdul-Baba. Speaking of the outer separa­
tion of the friends in the different cities she 
said: "Bahai! have a conscious realization of 
spiri tual union, and we arc happy that God 
mercifully permits us to feel and acknowledge 
the spiritual relat ionship.. . What then 
gives a Bahai the courage to crystalliu words 
into deeds? A Bahai takes the Word of God 
re\'ealed today by BAIIA'o't.u.n and Abdul­
Baha and feeds his soul upon it. That Word 
has in it a creative power which resurrects, 
recreates, transforms. Through the power of 
the Life-giving utterances, Ihey are possessed 
of courage and long to put into practice the 
Commands and Exhortations of the Lh·ing 
LORD. Listen to this Word of BABA'O'lI.AII: 
'Hear the Voice of God and do not compare 
thi~ Day with any other Day, neither the won­
derful sweet Words of God with any other 
words; look to the apparent matters wilh thine 
own eye, and do not follow anyone in know­
ing the Greatest and Brilliant Orb.' And 
again, this wonderful Word of Abdul·Baha: 
'We must regare! the blood of man as sacred. 
We must not shed the holy blood of man for 

the paltry earth. \Ve must all agree upon one 
fundamental principle. That principle is the 
oneness of the kingdom of humanity. In this 
age BAHA'O'LLAII has breathed the Holy Spirit 
into the dead body of the world. Conse­
quently every weak soul is strengthened by 
these fresh, Divine Out-breathinp. Every 
poor man will become rich, eyery darkened 
soul will become illumined, every ignorant one 
will become wise because the cOlljirtnalions of 
1M Holy Spiril art dtscending lillt ullla lor­
rents. A IItw era of Divine Cousciousneu i.s 
upon us. The world of humanity is going 
through a process of transformation. A IIew 
ract is being dtvtloptd. The thought! of hu­
man brolherhood are permeating all regions. 
New ideals are st irring lhe depths of hearts, 
and a new spirit of Universal Consciousne5S is 
being profoundly felt by ail men.''' . , . 

Mrs. Haney closed with a striking account 
of Abdul-Baha's closing words before leaving 
America, when after speaking of the events in 
the Balkans and the absCllce in the hearts of 
the people there of the spirit of brotherly love, 
he turned to the Bahai! present and said-"But 
what excuse will you have to offer before God, 
for you are informed of the Mysteries?" 

Our colored brother, Mr. Loui! G. Gregory 
of Washington, D. C., gladdened all present 
by a few words spoken in his always impres­
sive manner. He said in part: "I can only 
testify to the renewed inspiration, and the high 
privilege I ieel in being in Ihis presence. The 
illumined faces here, souls who have made sac­
rifu:cs in the Path of God, in whose lives are 
reflected the virtues of the Supreme One in 
this Day, give me greater courage than ever. 
I shall take from here and carry to my hum­
ble dnties fresh inspiration. The only success­
ful soul in this Day of Wonder is he who 
truds in the Palh of God. We are com­
manded by B"UA'O'U.AH and Abdul~Baha to 
that which, viewed from the human stand­
point, is impossible. But the light of genius 
comes to him who accepts the Divine strength 
and power. Then nothing the world gives can 
deter or discourage us. Those who follow 
God shall partake of God-like attributes." . . . 

As delegate from Xew York City, Mr. Ed­
ward B. Kinney responded by saying: "It 
seems as if my better self hOle! already spoken 
through the lips of those who have preceded. 
Here sou! speaks to soul and all are as one 
family and speak with the same tongue. So, 
they have spoken my thought. In all the As­
semhlies we find this power of unity growing. 
We find the translation of this glory into the 
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life itself. Each of us feels uplifted by what 
is being accomplished by you and by every 
Assembly." i\J r. Kinney then told most feel­
ingly of the little, sweet-natured old man in 
one of the cities who first turned his back on 
the churches and became a "mere nebulous be­
liever" in the God of imagination, who dwelt 
beyond the stars - then was attracted to the 
CallS ... , but losing heart after this until Alxlul­
Baha revived him and told him to go back to 
the church, and how thrO}lgh this there came 
a voluntary reaching out from this church to 
the Bahais, and a community of comlllon 
purpose established. And the speaker pointe<1 
the lesson this taught by showing that in all 
this time the head of the church had been 
watching the Bahais to nOle their Ih·cs, and 
their purity, and that he had become sati~fied 
that here was something far beyond mere pre­
tension. So, concluded Mr. Kinney, ·'we arc 
being watched. Let us be worthy of this at­
tention." 

Now followed Mrs. Kate lvI'S of Salem, 
Mass., who spoke of the contribution to the 
Cause which that old colonial city and its 
neighbor, Beverly, had already furni~hed, giv­
ing the names of those reared there who had 
arisen in servic~, and asking the prayers of 
all that by anot.her Convention. Salem, "the old 
witch city," migllt be abl~ to send to Ihe 1915 
Convention a report of great work accom­
plished. 
Mm~. Linne sweetly and powerfully sang 

"The N~w Jerusalem." and the Chairman 
called upOn "rrs. Claudia S. Coles of Washing­
ton, D. C. Mrs. Coles read a prayer of Abdul­
Baha, thcn presented a paper emphasizing the 
message and rcali7.ation that cOmes to us from 
a study of the Bible, we who come from the 
Christian root: ··then find Ihe message in the 
Jewish root from which Christianity budded." 
This she exemplified by quotations from Ihe 
apostles, in the Gospel, and from the Hebrew 
prophets, showing references among others to 
the "Branch of God." Mrs. Coles then spoke 
of the "prepared soul" as the keen and shining 
chisel, differing from other perhaps equally 
good instruments by the fact that this prepared 
one was quickened to its fullest usefulness by 
ha,·ing fitted itself, through the Great Be­
stowal, to the notch (oi service) and, in addi­
tion, put itself into entire subjection to the 
"compressed air" (the Divine Power) which 
guided it. 

Mrs. Geary of Seattle. 'Vash., although her 
words were few, brought the fragranc~s of 

the great garden of the west, which has wel­
comed the Bahai spirit with sneh happiness. 
She told us that the friends of the west send 
their I(n'e, and ask the: prayers of all for their 
advancement. 

The closing speaker was Mr. Albert H. Hall 
of Minneapolis. He: began by saying: "We 
are all spirit this afternoon. How quickly we 
respond to spirit .... Do we reali~e that all 
are onr brothers without preference or choice? 
It's going to be hard to lift up that standard 
in this country. For in Congress it is re­
garded as Holy 'Vrit that the white man ;9 
supreme. No greater blasphemy was ever 
current. Conceive the insult we give to God 
whom it is claimed is a God of preference." 
Mr. Hall then in his inimitable, convincing 
way gave a really remarkable interpretation of 
the Biblical story of Jonah, pointing out with 
logic and accntacy the lesson taught by this 
ancient accounL Particularly he laid stress 
npon how the Divine Love reaches out to the 
lowly and the uncultured among His people, 
by quoting from the Book of Jonah how God 
spoke to the Prophet concerning His Favor 
upon those inhabitants of Nineveh, "men and 
women who know nat right hand from left, 
and many cattle." and that He had spared that 
city because of these lowly ones. "If He: pre­
fers any, He prefers those who are at the 
bottom, those who have not the temporal but 
have sacrificed this to the eternal. Not pride 
but hnmility is the lesson of the perfect social , " 51a c. . . . 

The meeting closed with the congregation 
j0ining in ·'The Benediction" with Prelude, by 
"lme. Linne. 

• • • 
Of the details of the Convention itself, held 

ill Corinthian Hall, ?o.Iasonic Temple, morn­
ings and afternoons of :Monday and Tnesday, 
the readers of the STAR OF THE WEST will be 
informed in a forthcoming issue. In all the 
gatherings, whether business sessions or social 
and pnblie meetings, the spirit of oneness held 
sway, and at times the power which these Con­
ventions know 50 well-that rare thrill of the 
life of the Kingdom, so indescribable, so pnre 
and holy-poured dawn upon all. To many, 
the most powerful moments were those when 
the delegates arose to tell the simple yet won­
derful tale of the spread of the Cause in a dis­
tant city, or how the Fire of Divine Love was 
uniting the hearts of the friends, and especially 
when the dearly beloved ones from Racine, 
Fruitport, Kenosha and nearby points, their 
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THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR IN AMERICA, A CALL 

CAX we of today tomprehend o r r ealize 
the miracles that are taking place in the 
Bahai world? One of the gTeatest of mir­

acles was witnessed at the :\lashrak-cJ-Alkar 
Convention whm delegates from so many parts 
of the world gathered to cdebrate the 'Fiftieth 
or Golden Anniversary o f the Declaration of 
B.\IIA'o'LL ... n to the world. 

Minds are unahle to grasp the tremendous 
tr~nspositions that have occurred in the Rahal 
Cause during that half-century. Fifty )ears 
ago, BAliA'O'U_\H, in exile and banishment. 
called 10 the kings and tulers of the earth to 
obey God. Ilis Epistles of warning were nOt 
heeded and many of them lost their crown$ 
bttause they did not listen to God's :\Iouth­
piece, 3! He had foretold. 

Today, if we go to Europe. we will find Ihe 
Cause of Ihis Exiled Prisoner growing and 
spreading. Likewise, in Asia, in Africa, and 
in America-the "new world" to the people~ 

o f the other continents-in cn!ry state of the 
United States. from coast to eoaSI, has His 
Teaching been heard and in the great metropo­
li~ of Chicago His followers gathered during 
this Feast o f El-Ri~wan on a beautiful tract 
of land purchased by the loving offerings of 
men and women from all parts of the globe. 
upon which is to be erected a Supreme Hou~e 
of Worship. 

Truly, the Power o f God alone could eause 
th is great miracle. BUI more is to he a('(:om­
plishro through this same ereatile Power, and 
that is: the erectiOll of the Ruilding. The fol­
lo ..... ers of B ... lt ... 'o'u ..... n should not pause a 

moment in the great endeavor to complete 
:'>Iashrak-el-Azkar. Abdul-Baha s~·s. 

most im;orlont Ihing in th iJ do)' is 
SPEED)' ERECnO.V of '''~ Edifiu. 

th, 
"thl" ,h, 
I" 

m}'stcry is greol olld (0111101 be Nrt;;riled os yel. 
In llie flfllfre il tdll be /fWde fJ{fli"." 

A promise ha~ eome direct from Alxlul­
Raha that he will return to America. He told 
Zcrnat Khan-um, when leaving his presence, not 
to feel sad, that he would see her in Amerka. 
Shan we sit idly by and allow the golden mo­
ments to be wasted on non-essential matten? 
\\,ill we be found unprcl)ared, when the Orb 
of the Covenant return~ to America? 

A staled amount as a building fund has 
been named. ls not this in itself a call to the 
Bahais. s ingly and collectively. to make e"cI) 
effort po:;~ihle to raise the fund? It is a call 
to activity. Work, work, work !-1IO that the 
"Greatest Braneh" of God may dedicate the 
foundation and lay the eOrllel'-stone of this Edi­
fice and pronounce a blegsing upon it that will 
give il a superlatil'e degree of importance 
thnlllg'hoUl comltle~s age •. 

May the Fiftieth year of thc Declaration of 
B ... ll ... ·o·LLAH be fitly commemorated by deeds 
according to His wi~h and Command. 

In order to make our present financial sys­
tem more bu$ines~-like and safe, all remit­
tancts should be made payable to Bahai T emple 
Unity. 

Respectfully suhmitted, 

CoR1SSE TU'E, Financial Secretar}' o f 
Bahai Temple Unity, 5338 Kenmore 
Avenue, Chicago. 
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"0 '}'C be/iet.'trs 0/ God! W, aft stnding 10 Amt'rlcQ, tire maid-servant of God, Zlenat 
Khanum, :r.Jith Mrs. Wi.r,. She i.s on he, way to Chicago. UnqulIlionably. all tht friends of 
God will exercise the utmost consideration 10 ZUlIaJ Khanu .... " ABDUr..-B~J[A ASMS. 

PhO[O .. ,. S,k.,. 
Chtca .. o 

ZEENAT KHANUM 

Z EENAT KfiANUM arrived in Montreal, 
Canada. April 29, 1914, where Dr. nag­
dadi was awaiting her. Tt was the wish 

of Abdul-Daha that they should be married in 
the home of ~l:r. and ;\Irs. Maxwell of that 
city. The minister who officiated at the cerl:'­
mony astonished all by rudmg from the Bahai 
Writmgs. and [h(' couple repeated the holy 
verse from Kilpb-ef-Akdas, pertaining to the 
Law of the Bahai marriage: "VUl/)" in God 
we 01/ arll pleased." Then Dr. Bagdadi, his 
bride and Mrs. Wise took the train for Chkago, 
the latter stopping in DctroiL 

When the couple arrived in Chicago they 
WeTI' received by a number of the Bahais amI 
some of the dclcgatt'S to the Convention, and 
welcomed with the Bahai greeting, "Alloho' 

Abllo!" The spirit of joy was manifest In the 
faces of all the friends. 

On the following Sunuay evening a reception 
in their hOllor was held al the home of Mr. 
and ~I TS. George Lesch. All the friends were 
prcsent; communes were read and a Persian 
dinner was served. The chanting of the bride 
was a delightful feature of the occasion, which 
was in accord with Abdul-13aha's wi~h that she 
should chant in all the gatherings of the Bahais. 

Zt"enal Khannm is the daughter of Hossein 
Aga, who wa~ the personal attendant of Abdul­
Baha. His father's name was Haji Ali Asghar, 
and he was one of the prominent merchants of 
Tabriz and an old, earnen BahaL He and 
his family InigrMed to Adrianople and were 
most happy to live near the Blessed Perfec-
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lion [B,l.TJA'O'U.AII]. \Vhen the question of in America and whom all know and love very 
BAHA'O'LLAH'S exile to another ciistant point 
was rumored abroad, Haji Ali Asghar wellt to 
RAHA'O'LLAH and supplicated that he and his 
family be included in the company. When 
the exiled party reached the pestilential town 
of Acea, the authorities lodged them in the 
military barracks. IIossein Aga at this time 
was a young man, and was detailed by the 
Blcsstd Perfection to the persona! service of 
Abdul~Baha. When Ab.dul-Baha received 
guests 1S he was WOllt to do at alt times------­
Hossein Aga was there to serve refreshments. 

At that time there lived in Acea a Ba­
nai by the name of Mohammed Ibrahim ArnetT 
-<1 Bahai veteran who took an active part in 
the famous events of Nayreez and whose his­
tory alone makes a book. Years before he had 
left Persia and migrat~d to Bagdad to look in 
the face of B.~HA 'o'U,.AH, and from that time 
on he n~ver left Him. In the household 
of BAHA'O'LLAH there lived a lovely girl, and 
after leaving the military barracks she was 
selected a~ the future wife of Mohammed Ibra­
him Ameer. Quietly they were married, and 
years rolled on. each year adding its quota 01 
happiness. From this marriage a girl was born, 
she was given the fascinating name of Badi-eh 
Khanum, and under the protecting wing of 
the B1eS!;ed Perfeetion she grew up. 

much. The next daughter, Zeenat Khanum, is 
the subject of this articlc, and the youngest 01 
aI!, IIahour Khanum, is attending the College 
in Beirut. 

Zeenat Khanum is a beautiful and charm­
ing young woman. There is no doubt that her 
arrival in America and her stay among the 
Bahais will be all added impetus toward the 
unity of the East and the \Vest. Brought up 
in the calm, infinitely delicate atmosphere of 
the IToly Family, imbued with the spiri tual 
bcanty of the divine Jife of Ahdul-Baha, filled 
with the dreams and silence of the magic East, 
she will make many hearts happy. The inner 
life of a spiritual-hearted Eastern woman is 
a garden 0-1 impe.rishable flowers. It is deep. 
calm and halanced. Her gentle ideals and 
thoughts are "of a delicacy of per ception 50 

fine and subtle that language itself is too coarse 
to express their miraculous shadings and dis­
criminations." It is a ro-se the "fragrant love­
liness" of which perfumes all the nostrils. "It 
is a revelation of indefinable things-of a 
beauty and strength in repose, of an irridescent 
mistiness which subdues and softens the fonn 
and color of all things seen, of a silence that 
is not cold and empty, but faintly musical and 
tinted, of a sound beyond all hearing and a 
vi~ion beyond all sight." 

Abdul-Baha say~: '1 haye trained ZUnat 
Khanum, and having confidence in her, there­
fore, I sent her to America; also- because the 
daughters of Hosscin Aga are my daughters. 
Moreover, after this 1 have hopes in her that, 
roOd willing, she will become the 'Zeenat' 
(adornment) of America." 

• • • 

Thus during all these ycars TIossein Aga and 
this girl, Badi-ch Khanum, had bcen develop­
ing and advancing to-ward one common destiny. 
They became eng:igtd, and in due tim~ were 
marricd. They lived togethcr most happily, the 
husband continuing his services at the co-urt 
of Ahdul-Haha. In the course o-f time God 
blessed them with six fine children, three boys 
and three girls. They arc all living. The 
,,'m-, ·r ,h- I" , \r h d Ah d On behalf of all the Hahais III America and 

'" U '" yare.oamme, rna 
and Ata, and the girls' names are Falemah throughout the Hahai world, the STAR OF TH~ 
Khanum. Zecnat Khanum and Habour Khanum. \VEST extends ccngratulations to its fello-w-
The eldest daugbter. Fatemah Khanum, on the wo-rker, Dr. Zia M. Bagdad; and greetings and 
feast of Naurooz, March 21st. was married to love to his bride, Zeenat Khanllm. 
Mina Ali Akbar, who- was with Abdul-Baha -The· Editors. 

SIXTH ANNUAL CONVEC"C,C'j='jCOCN:-COC,O'-::BAHAI TEMPLE UNITY 
ICoaltnued from pailc 551 

faces shining, added their treasure. crystal ing, the love and severance in those hearts was 
dear, to the testimony in His Love. Though so great that the Fragrances of the Kingdom 
the words of their mouths were not eloquent were enabled to reach that place and all were 
as eloquence is judged in the halls of learn- made happy. 

[!'>'QTH-'l'O be cool;nucd fa Ko.5 Issue I 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (1) Talk ~ Abdul-Baba pcrtaining to 
the Oneness of Divinity; (2) Mina Mahmood 
Zargam; (3) the School of Tarbiat; (4) 
progress of the Cause in America; (5) trans-

lation o-f Article concerning the Cause which 
appeared in a Buda-Pest, Hungary, newspaper; 
(6) article from another Hungarian newspaper ; 
(7) news from the Holy Land. 
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"THIS MASHRAK.EL·AZKAR IS THE FIRST DIVINE INSTITUTE 
IN AMERICA" 

Through Dr. F IUeed. to the Secretaries of the Convention of Delegates for 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar. Charles Ioas and Gertrude Buikema. Chicago. 

HE IS COD! 

o lie 11»0 condles of Ihe Meeting of 'he Friends! 

The secretary in the meeting of the spiritual ones must be shining as 
a candle. for he is the medium for communicating thoughts and the explana­
tion of Mysteries. 

Prai5e be to God that the Convention of the delegates for the Mashrak­
el-Az.kar was held in perfect order and that the memben auembled in that 
spiritual meeting with radiant faces. heavenly hearts. merciful spirits and the 
glad-tidings of the Kingdom. and consulted and deliberated respecting the 
founding of the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 

Although hereafter thousand. of Mashrak-el-Azkars will be founded. yet 
as thi.!; Mashrak-el-Azkar is the first Divine Institute in America. therefore 
it is very important and its results and fruib are endless. Soon will some of 
its results become known and evidenl 

In brief: The ddegales who congregated in Ihat lordly Auemblage 
and engaged in the service. of the Divine Kingdom mUM give thanks night 
and day, for they were thus aided and confirmed and left a "footprint" 
(trace) of which eternality is an inherent quality. 

Although the importance of this Divine Institute is not very evident now. 
yet in the future it will be dear and plain as the sun. 

Upon ye be BAHA-EL-ABHA! 

Translated by Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, 
Haifa. Syria. July 20. 1909. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
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Delegates and friends attending Sixth Annual Conven· 
tion of Bahai Temple Unity gathered on the site of 
the first Mashrak el·Azkar to be erected in America. 
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"We ~ulre but the 8:o(ld 01 the world and the bapp!n .. u 01 Ihe ".Uon.; that all naUoos ahall become 0"" III 

I .. Uh and aU men .. brothe .. ; th"t the bond. 01 &l'fecl.oll .. lid uoily between the aODI 01 men .hall be .tre,,~hen.d; 
that dlveulty 01 r"BRion Iball ce&le .. nil. dlfferencu 01 taC" be annulled. Sa It ahall I><!; then Irllmen .trlfu. 
thele ndnon. war. Ihall pan .way .• nd th .. 'Moat Great ~ac,,' ahall eome."~BAHA'O·LLAB. 

Vol. V Nur 1, 70 (June 5,1914) No.5 

[From The North Shore Review, ilIay 16, 1914.} 

THE BAHAl TEMPLE AT W ILMETIE*TO BE BUILT WITH MONEY 
FROM EVERY RACE, CLIME AND RELIGION UNDER THE SUN. 

8, ISABEL FRASER 

"Thc Bahai Movement is not an organization. YOIl can never organize the Bahai Cause. 
THE BAHAI MOVEMENT IS THE SPIRIT OF THIS AGE. It is the essence of al! 
the highest ideals of this century. The Bahai Cause is an INCLUSIVE MOVEMENT: 
The teachings of all the religions and societies are found here; the Christians, Jews, Bud­
dhists, Mohammedans, Zoroastrians, Theosophists, Freemasons, Spiritualists, et. aI., find 
their highest aims in this Cause. Even the Socialists and philosophers find their theories 
fully develo~d in this Movement." -ABDUL-BAHA. 

" O PEN ye the gates of tht'. Temple to all 
mankind," is the command of the Bahai 
leader, Ahdul-Baha Abbas, whose teach­

ings are today dra\ving together all nations, 
races and crecds. The Temple soon to be 
erected at Wilmette typifies the first visible 
fruits of this teaching in America. It is called 
the Mashrak-el-Azkar, which means "'The 
Dawning'place of praises," and these praises 
are to be sounded through the medium of 
worship plus activity, for the inner temple, 
or house of worship, is to be surrounded by 
such practical accessories as a hospital, hospice 
for travelers, school for the study of higher 
sciences, orphanage, etc. 

It is to be a new departure architecturally, 
for it is to be built on the plan of nine. Abdul­
Baha on his recent journey to America gave 
a graphic word picture of the structure as fol­
lows: "The :Mashrak-el-Azkar will be like a 
beautiful bouquet. The central lofty edifice 
will have nine sides surrounded by nine ave­
nues interlacing nine gardens where nine foun­
tains will play. There will be nine gateways 
and columns and the nine will also be carried 
out in the galleries and dome. The mystery 
of this edifice is great, and cannot be nnveiled 
yet, but its erection is the most important un­
dertaking of this day. 

"The Olicago Temple is the mother Masbrak­
el-Azkar of America, and in coming centuries 
many Mashrak-e1-Azkars in other cities will 

be the offspring. Think not that this Temple 
will be like the hundred thousand gigantic 
temples yOIl see about you. The more the 
world aspires to a perfect civilization the more 
the matter of co-o~ration and mutua! assis­
tance becomes manifest. ~lore and more is 
it evident that the continuance of humanity 
depends upon this inter-relationship. The 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, which is the greatest of the 
divine foundations on this earth, will be the 
means for mutual help under all conditions 
whether in the degrees of truth and signifi­
cance or in the stations of the material world, 
for the doors of these places are to be open 
for all sects~no differentiation. Because, with 
one thought and one aim ye are eugaging 
yourselves in the building of this temple, 0 
ye servants and maidservants of the Merciful, 
know verily that this great project will be 
conducive to the union and affinity of all the 
children of man. Know ye that when this 
Temple of Go<! shall be built in Chicago, it 
will be to the spiritual body of the world what 
the inrush of the spirit is to the physical body 
of man, quickening it to its utmost parts and 
infusing a new light and power." 

WORln-UNITING EFFORT. 

The following supplication, couched in the 
beautiful oriental imagery that distinguishes 
the Bahal Revelation, shows in no uncertain 
way the deep spiritual love that Abdul-Baha , 
though in far-away Acca in the Holy Land, is 

• Wilmette il • suburb to the nortb of Cbicaco, ... hicb in the course of • few yea ... will undoubtedl,. 
become a pl;rt of tbe metropoli .. Tbe building to be "rected i. kn<>wn a. the Chicago Temple._The Edil(1~I. ' 
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direeting toward this gigantic world-uniting 
~ffort which is to bud into fruition in the 
C(:nltr of America on the shores of our inland 
lakes: 

"0 Lord, make these: holy souls who ha,'c 
arisen to build this Temple the dawning points 
of lighr and the manifestors of Thy signs. 
Make each a leading cornerstone in this great 
edifice, a pillar of its pillars, for Thou aTt the 
Helper. the Supporter, the Rewarder! Thue 
souls have arisen to serl'C Thee well, and 
ha\'c begun their servitude:. Confirm, aid and 
encourage each by the promise of Thy divine 
favors and make them of the elect. Verily. 
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Able, 
the Gh'cr, the Shining, the Hearer and the 
Seer! 

"0 God I 0 God! I implore Thee with 
throbbing heart and streaming tean, to aid 
each one who endeavors for the erection of the 
House of the LORD, the building wherein 
Thy Xame is mentioned every morn and eve. 
S(TId down Thy henedietion on whomSOC\'H 
endeavors for the uprising of this r:difiee 
among the seels and religions. and confirm 
him in every good deed of mankind: open the 
doors of Tiche, and wealth unto him and make 
him an inheritor of the trea~ures of the king· 
dom which perishes not; make him the sign 
of Riving among the peoples and reinforce 
him by the sea of Thy gcnero~ity and bounty, 
which is surging with the waves of grace and 
favor. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the 
Merciful and the Bountiful \" 

It is interesting to note in passing, Mr. Car· 
negie's rec~t munific~t gift of several mil­
lions for promoting religious unity throughout 
the world and especially for the purpose of 
bringing about a more complete understanding 
between the religions of the East and West, 
a subject ill which Mr. Carnegic is vitaliy 
interested. 

A recent communication from Mr. M. M. 
Holbach, an extensive traveler throughout the 
East, who is now visiting Abdul-Baha in 
Palestine, bears on the temple subject. lie 
writes of the Bahai tm1ple at F.skabad, whieh 
is the first of its kind in thl' world's history. 
He says: 

SIGN OF THE TUt U. 

"The )1ashrak-el-A:r;kar. or Bahai temple, at 
Eskabad, is indeed a sign of the timt'S. That 
Runia should have permitted ils ('Teclion is 
liltle short of a miracll'. That the first church 
in the world erected not for the worship of 
sett or cOllllllunity, but for the members o f 
all churches and all Sl'elS 10 meet ill union, 

should be in a country we have alwa)"~ asso>­
ciall'd wilh rdigious intoll'ranee, gives food f':Of 
thought. 

"Thirty-thrl'e years ago the firsl Bahu 
Il'ather went to Eskabad. The now populou< 
city had 1I0t then come into existence. Esh­
bad was merdy a camp of 60,000 soldiers in 
the wilderness. 

"Aza Mohammed Riza, the present guardian 
of the tempII', was the leu:her who carried 
the Bahai gospel of peace and brotherhood to 
military Eskahad. He was a masoll by tradl', 
and in company with a fellow workman, also 
from Persia, who shared the new faith, hI' 
worked with his hands at building the fiev.· 
town, but at the saml' lime he built even bet­
ter than he knew, for from this small begin­
ning ha~ sprung the thriving Bahai community, 
which is roughly e~limated at 1,000 persons. 
who. stimulated by a donation of 2,000 rubles 
from Abdul-Raha himself, have given so lib­
erally of thdr worldly goods that Eskabad 
can claim fon:vl'r the proud distinction of ha\·· 
ing erected the first Temple of Peace in the 
world. 

"At fint the RU~5ian go\'l'rnment refused 
permission for the erection of the temple, and 
a special petition wa~ sent by the Bahais direct 
to the Czar, who had the matter inquired into, 
and. finding that so far from thl're being any­
thing polilical il) the hackground, thl' fo!lowers 
of BABA'O'LLAH are enjoined nevcr to take up 
arms o r join in any revollllionary movcment 
against the state, gavc the required permission. 
The Russian govcrnment sealed its appro\'al 
when the GO\'crnor of ESkabad-Koropatkan. 
who afterward distinguished himself as gl'nl'ral 
in the Russian·Japane~e war---came in slate 
to lay the foundation stone and deposited a 
silver boll containing papers descriptive of thl' 
circumstancl'S relating 10 the building. At this 
Same teremony the highest rl'prl'sentatives of 
the different religious bodies in Eskabad_ 
Christians, Mohammedans, Jews and Armeniall~ 
- were present by invitatioll. 

'"Spcakil1g of this the other day, Abdul-Baha 
said : 'Praise be to God! that BAnA'o·u.AH 
bas broken the barriers of rl'Jigious prej udice. 
He has commanded a1l the Bahais to consort 
witb 1hose of otber religions and nationality 
with the utmost love and kindness and fel­
lowship. ThI'Y are all the fruits of one trl'e 
and the Inves of one branch. • • • \Ve 
must make rl'ligion the cause of love and 
affiliation, and not the means of controversy 
and strife. Praise be to God! that we are 
all the children of the Kingdom.''' 
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[SECOND ARTICLE I 

SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF RAHAl TEMPLE UNITY 
CHICAGO, APRIL 2S-2', 1914 

By ALPRItD E. LUNT 

FROM the opening of the Convention at 10 
o'clock i\l onday to its close, Tuesday after­
noon, there was life alld result. Chairman 

Hall, in his opming adurC'Ss, was especially 
happy in his pre5nltation of the 5p«ial prob­
lems of the yur. His address was replete with 
epigrams, among thon this: "The necessity of 
consultation is ever present. This is the glori­
fication of the democracy of the common mind 
wben that mind is unified by God;" and "vi­
brations don't amount to a fig unless you trans­
form them inlo muscular action," 

All felt the seriousness and new responsibil­
ities of thiS Convention. now that the land is 
free and clear, and the way oJ>Cn for the build­
ing itself. Last year, the endeavor of the New 
York Convention was largely towards fonnu­
lating and adopting a practical program which 
should suggest, and also provide the much 
needed machincry for morc systematized and 
rtgular giving for those freely desiring to 
give to this Edifice, This year, the splendid 
report of Financial Secretary, Corinne True, 
showtd that this plan has ~n fruitful , and 
held great promise for the future, But the 
Convention thi~ year realized that the plan 
and method, although essential, was wholly de­
pendent upon the degree of severance attained 
by the whole body of belie,'ers, The call to­
day is for severance and purification to a de­
grt"e not yet known. That the Mashrak-d­
Azkar is not to be built by concentrating on 
money, hut on that detachment which is com­
manded: ';Walk in the Path of thy Lord; 
then eat of every fruit." The supreme thought 
of the Convention, perhaps more felt than ex­
pressed, was that the real altra':lion, the real 
victory in the building of the Temple was to 
be ushered in with that moment when the 
souls emerge from the prison of the self, put 
Ofl the Robe of Life. and through that victory 
become worthy to receive fronl Ihe real Treas­
ury every necessary means. As the Mashrak­
c1-A~kar is the type of the real man, of ut­
most purity and clearness, those only who have 
attained to that Malion of se\'erance are really 
worthy to ari~e to its servicc:--aml if through 
:Mercy we are pc:nnitlc:d, though falling far 
short of this attainment. to serve this Edifice, 
there can be but one way to render adequate 
thank~giving and that is by an ever increasing 

purification.-thus may we ~come fitled to en­
ter the Holy of Holies of that Temple. In the 
language of the Hiddm Words: "0 I\ly 
Friend! Thou art the sun of the hea"en of 
:'ofy Holiness; defile not th)'5e1£ with the 
eclipse of the world. Tear asunder the veil 
of negligence. that thou mayst emerge from 
behind the veil. hecome uncovered from the 
cloud and array all beings with the robe of 
Life." 

This Convention had the distinction of 
meeting in the 50th year o f the Declaration 
of BAUA'O'U.AlI in the Garden of Ri1.wan, 
and the 70th year since the Bab's clear CloU 
was raised. Although you are to ha"e the 
details in another issue, it may not be: ambs 
to speak of se\'eral noteworthy moments in 
the proceedings of the twO days business ses­
sions. As alwaY$, the c.111 of the Assemblies, 
and the respon~e of delegates optned a happy 
current, and once again the various members 
of this great big family ga\e evidences of 
their real fraternity. Then, foUowillg the 
happy precedent o f other yean. though need­
ing 110 precedent. was the c.1.blegram to His 
Holiness Abdul- Raha, as follows: "Ballai 
Unit .... Convention ChicORa sehds hravenly greet. 
ings, .n<pplic"liug (HId longing lor gwiduncf! 
towards pentel serr.'iludc 10 1101>, Threslrold 
0/ Cenler 01 Cot'tnant." This wa~ one o f 
the reaJ1y rare moments. I! exemplified the 
spirit of the COllvention, and marked the en­
trance of the work into that hopW·for Path. 

All were impressed wilh the reading o f a 
letter from a priest of the Old Catholic Church, 
residing in Europe. It seemed indeed like an 
answer to that powerful Tablet of nAUA'O'· 
J..l,AU'S to the Christian clergy. the u1I'h-tl­
Akdas. 

Yet another stirring momellt was when the 
telegram to the President of the United States 
was sent. This word, wholly severed from 
any trace of political thought, or hint, aroused 
the COllI'ention by its significant quotations 
from the Creative \Vord of BAIIA'O'LLAlI, say­
ing: "BI the rUllse of rom/art olld the pro­
",otion 0/ hlllllollily. This hOJld/ul 0/ dlut . tht 
'lJ.'Orld, is onl 'IOIHI: Itt it bt in wnit.\'. Lelllot 
mall g/or:'l i" this Iilol he IOT'U his COImlry: 
It I him rulhrr glory i,l Ihis Ihol lie loves IIis 
killd." And again, "III ollr htarts is tlte crr-
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tainty Ilral otlly through thiJ realizotion of Ihft 

essEntial OfltMSS 0/ hUlluJllily is that Univtrsal 
Peace to'1."IJrd which yow strive. IIttai1lablt," 

:Nor did the Convention forget its much 
missed and dearly beloved Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi 
and his new bride, sending a wire to them; 
"AlUlA greetings from Convention to Zttnat 
and Zia." Messrs. Remey and Latimer, from 
Paris, and San Francisco and Denver Assem­
blies likewise sent telegrams of greeting, among 
others to the Convention. ~Iiss ~ation E. Jack 
gave a progressive account of the work in Lon. 
don and England, 

• • • 
At 8 p. m. on :\ionday evening, the 27th, 

the second public nll~eting was held in Assem­
bly HaJJ in the Northwestern Ullil:ersily 
Building in Lake Street. The large and at­
tractive hall was well filled when Chairman 
Hall opened the proceedings with a most pow­
erful and convincing discourse on the Onenus 
of the World of Humanity. 

~frs. Mariam Haney was then called upon 
and gave a beautiful papcr, replete with pene­
trating quotations from the Words of Abdul­
Baha. "Can you paint upon the page of the 
world the idea! pictures of the Supreme Con­
course? The pictures which are in the ideal 
world are eternal. J desire you to become such 
an artist. Man can paint these ideal pictures 
upon the Tablet of Existence with the brush 
of deeds. The Holy, Dil'ine Manifestations 
are all Ileavenly Artists. Upon the canva5 
of creation, with the brush of their deeds and 
IR-'t!s and actwIU they paint immortal pictures 
which I;annot be found in any art museum of 
Europe and America; but you find the master­
pic<:es of these Spiritual Artists in the hearts." 
With reference to this Mrs. Haney said: "TIle 
Bahai! have a single purpose. That purpose 
is to spread the Light of Truth in this dark 
world by word and by deed for they arc striv­
ing to walk in the path paved by the One 
through whom is coming to the world today 
all there is of real Life, real Light, and Love 
-the Center of the Covenant of God-and this 
Divine Educator gives forth the law first and 
then He lives it Himself first, thus travelling 
the path and paving the way for humanity." 

The next s~aker was Mr. Edward B. Kin­
ney of New York. His address was full of 
sweetness and force. Ile spoke of the Divine, 
uni\'ersal picture, prepare<! of God through­
out the centuries, whirh, until the Day of 
Unfoldment came, seemed almost as a jumhle 
of harmonics to the unseeing eye-when sud-

dcnly with a single touch of the Divine Artist 
in this Day a perfect and exquisite picture 
appears from out all these dements, all of 
which were necessary to the fmal unfoldment. 
Then of the First Point the Bab, of B~H~'­
O·LL.HI", and of the Center of the Covenant 
who is on earth today, and must be reckoned 
with; of how their power and sweetness 
changes the lives of all who turn to them; of 
the three types of hlUnanity and the way each 
approaches this Call; finally dosing with a 
stirring in\'itation to the many present to in­
vestigate and consider carefully the proofs of 
the Cause. During the meeting, Mr. Kinney 
favored the audience with a chant, accompany­
ing himself o.n the piano, and rCi:iting from 
the JIiddt" Words. This was one of several 
occasions during the sessions when the con­
gregations were delighted by his beautifnl 
chanting. 

:Mr. Louis G. Gregory then spoke of tlle ob­
ject of the Rahai Movement as divine unity of 
man with God, and the manifestation of this 
unity in brotherhood, confinning all that is 
good and true in every rcligiml. That the 
differences between men, in the final analysi3, 
is a difference of vision, while the difference 
between the savage :md civilized man, in re­
gard to what we call civilization, is entirely a 
difference of degree. He referred to the great 
contributioll of the state of Illinois to the life 
of the race, in Abraham Lincoln; how Illinois 
was to the front of spiritual and practical 
ideals in granting the franchise to women, one 
of the Bahai foundations; then read from the 
rliddrn Words, "0 Qlildren of ?fen I Do ye 
know why we have created),e from one clay? 
That none should glorify himself over the 
other," etc. 

• • • 
The final session of the Convention was the 

public mceting, the third of the series, held 
at the Assembly Hall, Northwestern University 
Building, on Tuesday evening. 'this gathering 
was more largely attended than any that had 
preceded it, and was a most impressh'e and 
filting dose for the Convention. Chaimlan 
Hall presiding, first called upon Mrs. Haney 
for a reading from the Tablets, and the Prin­
cip!es of the Bahai Revelation. Then ~lr. 

Hall recounted the experiences in his own 
life with reference to the stages of dC\'elop­
ment, then touchingly referred to the life of 
his father and of his strong bitll in the things 
of the spirit, and of his passing away al the 
age of 8! on the Zist of March, in serene faith. 

Then )Iu. ,V. Bryant Guy, alternate 
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delegate from Boston, spoke. Mrs. Guy, in 
an impressive: talk, vibrant with life, testified 
to the results being accomplished in the world 
about us by the great humanitarian mo,'c­
ments of the day, referring to Christian Sci­
ence, Socialism, \Veman's Suffrage, and others. 
"All these great and good movements will be 
merged into one glorious, refulgent light. 
They are in fact rays of the glorious Sun of 
Truth which is shining upon the world today 
through the: RC"dation of BAHA'O'LLAH, and 
we 0111 feel tonight here with us the wonderful 
Life and Spirit of Him to whom Oil! in the 
world are turning, Abdul-Baha the Center of 
the Covenant of God, whooe Spirit is blessing 
us." 

After a chant by Mr. Kinney, from the 
Hidden Words, again reiterating the thought 
of purification and renunciation: "Make fmn 
Thy Lo\'e in our hearts, and then we can bear 
all the swords of the earth. Were it 
not for trials in Thy Path we should not 
have appreciated Thy Love. 0 our Lord 
strengthen us to remain fi rm and to uphold 
the hands of Thy Cause, to serve Thee among 
Thy people. Thou art Loving, Thou art Boun­
tiful." 

The fmal speaker of the meeting, and the 
sessions, was Rev. Albert R. Vail, of Urbana, 
Ill., and in many respects his discourse was 
unique in pcnl';trating pOWl';r and beauty of 
utterance among all the eloquent addressl';s of 
the Convention. Certainly none bl';tter fitted 
to sum up the power and significance of the 
Dahai Movement could have been selected. 
At an early stage of the address, Chairman 
Hall possessed himself of the speaker's watch 
which he had used to keep his talk within lim­
its, and by refusing to give it up accurately 
signified the strong desi re of the audience to 
listen to Mr. Vail's beautiful exposition with­
out imposing any limit of time. Unfortunatel.v 
this talk was not taken down in detail. It was 
constructive and unusual in its constant draw-

ing the thought of the audience to the unmis­
takable reappcarance in the world today of the 
Signs of the Divine Authority that was in 
Christ. With telling phrase, and great beauty 
of imagery, the speaker traced the proofs of 
Manifestation, showing the unity of these 
proofs in every age. In the unexampled mar­
tyrdoms of the nine\l';l';nth century in Persia, 
he pointed the lesson that only through a Di­
vine Power, deelared to them by Him whom 
they loved and followed could such I';vents be 
possible. He emphasized the need of man for 
that Divine Authority and that in no other 
way could the great human problems reach 
solution. Throughout fhe address was the 
theme of the wonderful liv~s of the Bab, 
BAllA'O'ILAR and Abdul·Baha, their complete 
sacrifice, the life in prison, the chains, the 
victory, the Divinl'; Lovl';, and the Cr~ative 

Pow~r of their \Vords and Dl';eds in human 
hearts. 

Full of the beautiful spirit of this discollrse, 
the audience dispersed after singing "The 
Benediction"; and thus carne to a close this 
Sixth Convention in America for the building 
of the Mas,hrak-el-Azkar. One could not bet­
ter render in a fl';w words the supreme lesson 
o f this Convention, a lesson not confined to 
the ranks of the delegates but felt in every 
Bahai community in the \Vest, than in the fol­
Jowing sti rring Prayer given by Abdul-Baha 
in a Tablet read at the first Conven tion hdd 
in America, in which He referred to those 
arising to serve the Cause of God : 

"0 my Lord, Make them Thy reflligent 
dawns which shine and gleam lipan the Tem­
ple of Unity, so that they may be resuscitated 
from the tom.bs of negligence, IInfud the 
standc.rd of ";/I'rlue and chant the verses of 
self-fJbnegation Ulld renunciation whilt hasten­
ing /O"IWrd the altar of sacn·fice. Verily Thou 
are especiali.eing tQ Thy M erey w/aQ11ISoever 
ThQU willest and Verily Thou Ilrt powerful in 
all things." 

EXTRACT FROM MIRZA AHMAD SQHRAB'S DIARY, JANUARY 13, 1914. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holbach had several questions to ask about the Mashrak-d-Azkar and its 
accessories. In answer Abdul-Baha said: 

"\Vhen these institutions, college, hospital, hospiel'; and estahlishments for the incurables, 
university for the study of higher sciences and giving post-graduate courses, and other 
philamhropic buildings, are built, its doors will be. open to all the nations and all religions. 
There will be drawn absolutely no line of demareation, Its charities will be dispensed 
irrespective of color and race. Its !lates will be flung wide to mankind; prl';judice toward 
none, love for all. Thl'; central bUilding will be de\'oted to the purposes of prayer and 
worship. Thus for the first time religion will become harmonized with science and science 
will be the hand-maid of religion, both showering their material and spiritual gifts on a/l 
humanitr In this way the people wi!! be lifted out of the quagmires of slothfulness and 
bigotry.' 
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TO REITERATE, 

A few \\-ccks hcfore the recent COIl\"ent ion, 

the Executive Board of Rahai Temple Unity, 

sent forth a Call 10 the AssClnblil'~ throughout 

America_ It is reite rated herewith in substance, 

I'les t we forget": 

A large and beautiful site on the shores of 
Lake Michigan has been completely paid for, 
on which is to stand the fint ~lashrak-el­

,.\7.kar ( in the western world) and a ~um is al­
ready in hand toward the conslTm,:tioli fund. 

.Man·elous and unique respan"" of humanity 
to the Father's call ! 

Let there be no feeling of exultation, how~ 
ever. The ~peedy completion of this great 
work now make~ its appeal 10 all lovcr~ of 
God and m'ln. If anyone who calls him~c!f 

a Bahai, or one to \\hom this \\'ord has come, 
calling all people and reliRion~ to Unity, who 
has not CQ'ltribulcd to this Cau,e S)'SlemOli­
rail}', the privilege is /IInv t.l"lo,drd to partici­
vale in thl' con~lruction of this foundation of 
spiritual Unity-a work which in the cycle of 
Adam ha~ not ~en equalled. 

Abdul-Raha has said, "If it be built in the 
day~ of the Covt'flarrt, it will be more joyful 
and more hear t rejoicing, but this is difficult. 
Now be ClJgagcd in co\ll'Cting cl)ntri1.l\llion~:' 

J~I the pril"ilcge to gi,'c to thi ~ object lie 
ext<.'nded and the o ffering s enlarged, that no 
'oul. old or young, may be denied tllC oppor­
tunity until the fund Ilecessary for beginnin~ 

building opcrations-not le~s than $2(X}.OCKl.OO 
to $3OO,OOO.OO--may be ill hand wi/hili a singh' 
year. 

A soul's giving 10 the ~1a.shrak-el-A7kar. 

which Abdul-Baha has 5.1id "" Ihe mall im_ 
(Jor/anl work ill AmeriCIl today," is no favor to 
God; it is the ItiRilts/ (Jri1'iicl(e of OMr dIlJ'. The:.' 
of other ages had !lot this high opportunity. The 
<lays arc ~pcedinK fast; the work is gr~at . 

You are pre~enkd with the O{lp-or tunity of be­
stowing your suhstance upon an Efentol ond 
/)idlle Objcf/, 

Who has watched the newspapers of the 

day, wherein is mirrored the condition of the 

world in these perilotts times, and IIOt cauJitht 

a glimpse of the /lucu;t}' for the ereetiun of 

such an Edilice as the Mashrak-el-Azkar­

with its door, ever Ol)en to all, no maner of 

what race, color, st'l:t or religion? 1n this cru­

cial hOllr are not the hearts crying out for 

such a Door of Hope and Plal:C of Refuge? 

To the dise.!rning mind, such a lluilding ~tands 

for more than a ~cntimcnt: more than an 

ensign of a ne,\ era: it stands fo r the One!11'SS 

of the world of humanit), an<l the sah'ation o f 

humankind. Therefore, it behooves e,'ery 

discerning one to assist to the limit o f his 

ability. 
-The Editors. 
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BAHAI STUDENTS OF BEIRUT VISIT ABDUL-BAHA 

S,..ian PTct~"anl Colltle. I\<:irut, Srri •• M.y 2, 1914. 
t:ditOTS of !hAI ", THI< 'Vut:--our Spiritu.l .-.nbl,. of Bei,uI decided 10 ~in to cont.ib<>I" to 

10ur hon"nbk STA. 0" TRI WDT. Thi, idea has ~n ..... Kle<! by lOme Jl"'mlncot lI.h.i. who lhourbt 
and wern prrsu.dtd that by eonlributinr to 10ur p.~r we can benefit the rta.<krs lod au_riMu and 
widen the aphtr., of ,kir in formation .tlfllrdiolr 1hi. pari of the world. 

Our vioil 10 the 11,,1,. Mount.in offer. an ;oterto,"", I"bltc. ". Ollr fint eonlribution; t berdon:. one of 
tht 'Iuck" ... :\1 •• nushrui, ""n..,n ted 10 .. rite an ankle .!xlu! our 1.ttR .. illt to Haifa. Th ...... in he gi Vei 
• ,limpo.c of the fint day of our vioi" . . . . Ilol~na tbal it will be In .""ordanee wllh your delOir .. , 

The BoAG' A~umbl, Df B';.~I. 

BEFORE the beginning of the Easter Vaca· 
tion the Bahai students of the Syrian 
Protestant Colll'ge 011 Beirut, felt that the 

best way to refresh the body and mind from the 
daily routine of life was to see the channing 
£:tee of Abdul-Halla, the Center of the Covenant. 

tion 0111 the students had the great blessing of 
seeing the Belond Abdul-Baha. The four par_ 
ties were in the proc~s- of goiug and coming 
beginning from April 6th to April 22nd, which 
marks the resuming of the academic work for 
the remainder of the year. 

o GOD! 0 God I I implore Thee with throbbing heart 

and streaming tears, to aid each one who endeavors 

for the erection of the House of the LORD (Mashrak.­

el-Azkar), the Building wherein Thy Name is mentioned every 

mom and eve. Send down Thy benediction on whomsoever 

endeavors fOI the uprising of this Edifice among the sects and 

religions. and confirm him in every good deed of ma~ind; open 

the doors of riches and wealth unto him and make him an in-

heritor of the treasures of the Kingdom which perish not; make 

him the sign of giving among the peoples and reinforce him by 

the sea of Thy generosity and bounty, which is surging with 

the waves of grace and favor . 

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful and the 

Bountiful I 

With this end in \icw. his permis~ion for a visit 
to Haifa was solicited. The number of the 
Bahai students in the Colil'ge is twenty-seven 
and the duration of thl' Easter vacation was 
sixteen days. 

On account of the large number of pilgrims 
in Haifa coming from different parts of the 
world, wisdom demanded that we should form 
four parties, each of which could ~tay at Haifa 
for four days at least. This a rrangement was 
convenient and during the si"teen days of vaca-

- ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

We have a Persian saying the purport of 
which is that you can never compare that which 
you have secn with what you have: heard. This 
saying is e5pecially true when one is blessed 
by seeing Abdul-Raha. It is almost impos­
sinle to utter what OIlC Stt~. You arc in a 
spiritual tnvi ronmmt, surrounded by it, feel it. 
and yet unable: to uprl'ss it This is nalur.lUy 
expected, for how can the ioward feeliogs and 
emotions he expressl'd in words? The en,·iron­
ment in .... ·hich Abdul-Baha is found is r.piritual 
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and those who desire to appreciate it muSI ap· 
preciate it spiritually. Therefore, it is very hard 
to describe wbat one: observes in the presence: of 
Abdul-Baha and even if ont t ries to express it 
he will find that there are many things left un­
said. But we must bear in mind that that which 
cannot be comprehended wholly must not be 
neglected wholly; we must persistent~ and 
('amestly do our best to see into it and under­
stand as much as we can. 

Let me describe what impressed me during 
my stay at Tbifa: Imagine yourself on board a 
steamer. It is an April afternoon, the sun is 
j ust beginning to set; the beautiful rays of light 
shooting like a rrows towards the East and being 
reflected from far off villages in the mountains 
<'nhanced by the beauty of the green meadows 
of the plain of Esdraeleon. The boat anehou 
and YOII go ashore. You see a grollp of peo­
ple, most of whom you do not know by face, 
bllt no sooner d o you set your foot on land than 
you find yourself embrac«l by th~m, each bid­
ding you welcome as lovingly as a father 
or mOlh~r or brother. You are so much im­
preSged by this sight that )'QU not only lose 
yourself but you do not know what becomes of 
YOll r baggage!. One thing you observe, and tha t 
is the wilJingne" of each -individual to serve 
YOII as much as he can. Thus YOIl start towards 
the house of the Abdul-Baha situated a t the 
foot of ~It. Carmel. As you advance YOll r e­
member the word of the Hebrew Prophets that 
in "the Day of the LORD" nations will clasp 
the hands of one another and march towards 
Zion. 

You enter a hOllse full of different kinds 
of flowers-nature is indeed full of joy; birds 
are singing and humming bees, flying from one 
flo .... ~r to aJ'lOther, prepare to go to their hi\6 
for rest. Twilight advances and all things are 

at peace. Should man, the noblest o f all crea­
tures, remain worried and in confusion? No; 
God has glorified us .... ;th the presence of Abdul. 
Baha. We seek his face and he is our Shepherd. 
lIis rod and sta ff comforts us. 

Suddenly, a voice is heard. A general hush 
comes over the pilgrims and "the Master" enters. 
He welcomes all and bids them take their seal$. 
He hegins to talk and al1 are eyes and ears. H is 
words strike !'he right nole in each man's life 
and this you can easily see from the e,;pression 
of their fac6. After an hou r o r so they are 
d ismissed and the meeting is adjourned. The 
pilgrims start for the pilgrim's house on the 
top of Mount Cannel. 

Here is an interesting scene: the Hindu, the 
Zoroo.strian, the Jew, Ihe MosI~m and the 
atheist start singing 5On1{5 of joy, praising 
BAHA'o'U.AH that, Ihrough His Grace, they 
were ~nabled to lOeel on the common-ground o f 
Unity. 

As I said before you can never express what 
you have observed-you can only touch a part 

I spent sixteen glorious days in Haifa. These 
days have made a deep impression on my mind 
and 1 shall ne\'er forge t them. These days 
greatly stimulated the students o f this College. 
We feel that there is a ..... ide world open before 
us wherein W'e can serve the Cause and so we 
st rain every nerve and sinew to become worthy 
s~rvanls of Abdul·Baha, 10 sacrifice our souls 
in his foots teps. For the realization of this 
hope we eagerly beg our Bahai brothers and 
sis ters to pray Ihal we may be confinned 
and stralgthened; that we may know that after 
all the Great University where we can really 
become efficient eonlributors to social welfa~ 
is the wonderiul Institution of His Holiness, 
BAHA'O'u.AH, wherein Abdul-Baha, al present, 
is the Great Professor. BADl BUS l!lt UI. 

NEWS FROM TEHERAN 
\Ve have esotablished twelve centres for teach­

ing gi rls the fOllndation principles of the Bahai 
Revelation-the teachers met on Saturday last. 
Such dear, sweel young people. How I wish 
all could know them ptl"SOllally. They talk over 
difficulties and receive impetus for work. I n 
about a monlh we will hold a large meeting for 
examining the various centers. The boys have 
had similar classes for three years and their 
e,;amination this year was a great success. It 
was held two weeks ago in a large and beautiful 
garden outside the city ....... 115. There were be· 

twecn three and four hundred boys present. The 
visitors were much interested and before leav­
ing subscribed about 300 tomans for the Tarbiat 
School. Pri~es were given, and each child re­
ceived a small bag o f nokle; lea and icc cream 
were also served. During the afternoon a young 
man came .... 110 had j ust returned from Acxa. 
He was surrounded, embraced and Questioned 
as with glowing face he was welcomed and 
greeted by all. 

SUSA N I. MOODY. 
Teheran, 1\Iay 11 , 1914. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION thi, juue contalnJ; (I) T.!k by Abdu l.RaII. d<oH"ered in the Unitari.n 
Cburch, Montreal, Canada; (2) "ObedltncC! and Attionl (or Duda)" MI .... Hedayet·AlIab &ph.abnl; 
(3) Artlcle from tile Dabai o.Iudenti of Beiru t C<llle.ll:e; (4) C<lnlmune for Docto .. M. Slleh. Zia M. 
Ua,dad, and Ri.d Effendi; (5) Utl(rancea of n .. " .. 'o LUH rcgarding Mount Carmel; (6) Si",th Annual 
nlhal Convention in Ameriea ; (7) Convention of the Amerioan .. omen. 
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"I AM ABDUL-BAHA. AND NO MORE" 

T
ONIGHT. I desire to speak to you on a most important subject. which you 

must engrave on the tablets of your hearts like unto the engraving of pic­
lures on adamantine rock. to the extent that you may never forget it. and as 
you travel through life will relate it to the believers of God. 

It is this: The Holy, Divine Manifestations are unique and peerless. They 
are the arch-types of celestial and spiritual virtues in their own age and cycle. 
They stand on the summit of the Mount of Vision and they foreshadow the per­
fections of the evolving humanity, 

For example: during the dispensation of His Holiness Mose&--Peace be upon 
Him-there was not a single human soul similar or like unto Him. He surpassed 
all the Holy Souls who came after Him. even the hosts of the Israelitish prophet!. 
In a similar manner all the people who lived during the cycle of His Holiness Christ 
-May my life be a sacrifice to Him-were under His spiritual authority. They 
had no will of their own. He was the Sun and the others were the lamps. He 
was unique and peerless, the center and the focul point of the mighty forces. 
Everyone else was under His shadow. He was the Orb and the othen were the 
stars. H e was also unique and peerless. Everyone caught the rays of Light from 
Him, and was enkindled through His Fire. In a like manner was the epoch of 
His Holiness the BAS-May the life of aught else be a ransom to Him- and He 
was matchless and without a peer. All the riven received their strength from that 
great sea. 

Finally during the cycle of the Blessed Perfection [BAHA'O'LLAH]-May 
My life be a sacrifice to His believers all are beneath His shadow. He is the 
Unique and Peerless One till the next Manifestation. It is. however, not definite 
that it will be 1000 yean; it may be 2000, or 10,000 or 20,000 years; but it is 
definite that for the coming 1000 years there will appear no Manifestation; for 
1000 years there shall arise no Sun. All the appearances will be beneath the 
shade of the Most Great Appearance; they will be as stars of guidance. All of 
them shall gather around this Fountain of Life; all of them will become illumined 
with the rays of this Sun; all of them will recei"e a share and a portion from this 
great Sea; all of them will become vivified with this soul imparting breeze and 
all of them will be under the down-pour of thi.-; rain. The aim is this; His 
Holiness the BAS gave the Glad-tidings concerning the Appearance of the 
Manifestion of God, and His Holiness. the Blessed Perfection, was the "Prom­
ised One" of all the nations and religions. The BAS was the "Morning Star." 
heralding the glorious Dawn of the Sun of Reality. Now all of us are under Its 
shadow and receive the refulgent Bestowals from It. 

I am Abdul-Baha and no more. I am not pleased with whomsoever praises 
me with any other title. I am the Servant at the Threshold of the Blessed Perfec-



tion. and I hope that this Servitude of mine will become acceptable. Whosoever 
mentions any other name lave this will not please me at all. Abdul-Baha. and na 
more. No person must praise me except by this name: "Abdu/-Boha." 

The Bleued Perfection lind the BAS are unique and peerless in this Dilpen­
sation. and until the next Manifestation. The belief. the opinion and the thoughb 
of lIli believers must revolve around this common Center. This onenen of belief 
must become fully realized so that in the future there may arise no differences. 
His H oliness the BAB was the "Morn of Guidance." The Bleued Perfection 
was the "Desired One" of all the religions and nations. and all of us lire under the 
Blessed Shade, non-exillenl and evanescent All of us are the servants of this Holy 
Threshold. All of us are the thralls-meek. humble and lowly. All of us recei\'e 
the Light from that Sun of Reality. There is no other mention. no other quality. 
no other appellation for us u"e this. I am Abduf-Baha. The believers must be 
satisfied with this explanation 50 that J may be pleased with them. All of the 
friends must be united on this matter. Praise be to God 1 thaI up to this time. 
through the Favor and Providence of the Blessed Perfection, no other title or word 
save "Abdu/-Baha" has appeared either from my longue or pen. 1 hope that 
all the believers will walk in my footsteps so that J may become satisfied with 
all of them. Our highest aspiration must be this: that we may become confirmed 
to render some slight service in the Path of God. There is no greater station 
than this. 

After the Departure of the Blessed Perfection and till the Appearance of 
the next Manifestation there is no other station ~ve the Stalion of Servitude. pure 
and absolute. Not a servitude liable to interpretation; but an unconditional and 
unqualified servitude. This is the real fact. Whosoever expresses any other inter­
pretation. I will not be pleased with him. This is my advice to you. This i~ my 
counsel to you. This is my desire. This is my good pleasure. This is my last 
request from all the believers of God 1 The balsam to my wound is servitude at 
the Holy Threshold. My Sadrat-el-Montaha is servitude at the Holy Threshold! 
My highest destination is ~rvitude at the Holy Thresholdl My Supreme Paradise 
is servitude at the Holy Threshold I My Spiritual Temple is lervitude at the 
Holy Threshold! The Most Shining Crown is servitude at the H oly Threshold! 

What diadem is more glorious than Sen-itude at the H oly Threshold? I 
hope that all of us will become aui5ted in this ~rvitude. I hope each one of us 
will become confirmed in absolute humility and meekness at the Holy Threshold. 
This is the Delectable Paradise of the righteous ones! This is the ultimate desire 
of the believers! This is the Zenith of the hope of the favored ones! 

UUKI "0m the 
Di.ry 01 Miru Ah.....d Soh •• b 
J.DUaJ}' 17. t914 

-ABDUL.BAHA ABBAS. 

-
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AHDUL·BAHA 'S VISIT TO PHI LADELPHIA 
JUNB ~-IO. 1912 

A brief description containing \'ariou, Talks in the order in ... hich they were deli,-tled 
at the Hotd Rittenhouse: also Talk at the home of Mrs. Rc\·tlL 

llv lliSS HOKA lIcKIKS"F.Y 

O
~ the eighth day of June, nineteen hun­
dred and twth-e, Abdul.Baha, Center of 
Ih(' uwtnam of RUIA'O'U,AH, quick­

ened the ~li-eping body of Philadelphia hy his 
presence. Abdul- Balla arrived from ~ew York 
Citl' at the Broad Street Station at ,ill: o'clock 
in ihe evening, alld was met by a few of the 
l:Iahais. I·Ie was very tired and a~kc(' to go 
quickly to the hotel, Ihe Riuenhou~l', 22nd and 
Chestnut ,tree!,. where he was met by ~c\,eral 

new~papcr T('porurs to whom he ~poke but 
hriclly. Accompanying Abdul-Raha was Min:! 
Ali Akbar, Dr. Ameen U. Farced and ),Urza 
:\hmad Sohra~. 

Early Sunday morning the frienus begln to 
arrive at the hotel, and from ten on till late 
at night there was spread for all a wrmderful 
feast. Each came and partook according tl) 
his de~ire and I;apaci ty, high and low. rich and 
poor. \.Jlack and white-Ihere is no distinction 
at thc table of Abdul-Baha. Tbis food brought 
Everla~tin.lt: Life to all who fea~ted. QuestIOns 
were asked and answered both in regard to 
peTSonal matters and with regard to the "'ork 
of the Cau_e in Philadelphia. 

Abdul-Baha a~ked what wa~ being done in 
Philadelphia. \\'hat meeting~ wcre held and 
how the,' were conducted. Mrs. RC"ell an­
sWHe~1 Ihat met'lings were held at the homes 
of the fri~nds; also one public meeting 
each week in a hall; that the I\ineteen-J)ay 
Fea~t "as observed; and that at all meetings 
the tt'achings of H .... HA'O·!.LAH and Ahdul-Baha 
were read in the endeavor to SI)read the 
bles~cd message of unily and lo\'c 10 all in­
quirers. 

Abdul-Baha thl'lI 5aid Ihat Philadelphia 
would bl' glorified through Ihe Spirit of 
nA'U'O'LUlH. He said, "\Vrite this down, 
Ihat on such a day, in such a room- Abdul* 
Baha told you these things." 

·Su"d~ y. Jun~ 9. 1912. in t~e ,"'all pI.lor of the 
~il ttllhou ... luilt ~2l; ,\I><lul-llaha .. t on a ..,ra in 
th~ nu.thwe&1 cOrn~r of the mom. 

He then wenl on to sa)" 

"1 have come to Philadelphia to breathe into 
you the spirit o f R .... IIA 'O·LLA ". ),ly heart led 
me here. 

"You must continue II) keep the Xindeen­
day Fea,t. It is \'cry important,- very good. 
ijut when you present your"eiles in the meet­
ings. before entering them, free yoursel\'es 
from all that vou ha\·t in ,'our hearts i-free . . 
your thoughts and minds from all else 'ave 
God and speak from the hean-tllat all may 
make this a gathering of love:-make it the 
cause of illumination i-make it a gathering of 
attracted hearts; surround it willi the lights of 
tl:c Supreme Concourse. Thu;; may you be 
gathered together in Ihe utmo"t love. . 

"Tu rn to God and ~ay: 0 God! disptl all 
t/Jose rlrmePils v,·hirlz are lite WII5e of discord, 
aud prepare for liS those t/tillJ:5 wltich are Ihe 
(QU$f of IIl1ily tJ/ld agrtcmCll1f 0 God! cause 
10 desulld upml lIS lIerlt'CII/Y Fragrallcr alld 
change Ihis gatllrri'lg in/o a gathering of 
Hem:ell! Grolll to us n~ry b.nrJiI oud ITer.\· 
food! Prrf'ort for us the food of let'e! Givr 
to liS the food of kntn.c·/rdge! Bestow ","all lIS 

Ih/! food of Heot·tllly l/fwlllrntJtioll! III .\'Olir 

heart 't'lncnrbl!7' Ihese things and thell rll/er 
thr Unity Flall. 

"Each one of you must think how to mak~ 
the other members of your assembly happy 
and pleased. E.1ch onc must consider all 
Iho~e who arc prescnt as betler and greater 
than himself. Eaeh one must consider him­
stlf less than the rest. Con __ ider thdr station 
as high, and Ihink of your own slation as low. 
Should you act and live according 10 Ihue be­
hl'su; know "erily and o f a certainty, that such 
a FeaSI is inde!':d the ll cavenly Food; that 
Supper is indeed thl' Lord's Supper. I am 
the servant of that gathcring. 

"This is the gosp!':l I gh'e to you." 

Abdul-Daha Ihen went to hi s room for a 
while. 
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DilTerent ones wcre continually arriving and 
joining the little circle of friends for 110 one 
seemed willing to go away. In fact when some 
did start to leave, thinking that they werc in­
truding upon another's opportunity, Abdul­
Baha waved them back and said in English, 
"Be seated 1" 

Mr. \Villiam Remey came in about this time 
and when Abdul-Baha saw him, he greeted him 
most wannly, 

"Your brother mentioned your name to me. 
You aTC greatly blessed by having such a 
brother. At present you do not know how 
greatly you are blessed, but you will see this 
with your own eyes. Your whole family will 
~ glorified; they will be: proud that they have 
such sons as ::\fr. Remey and yourself. 

"Consider how the Disciples were treated. 
While they wtre alive people would not have 
anything to do with them, but later on they 
felt greatly glorified if they had even the re­
motest relationship with them. They became 
respected and revered;--enn the earth that was 
touched by their feet. Now the people pros­
trate themselves before their tombs, but they 
were persecuted while they lived. At that t ime 
people did not like to be known as relatives 
of these Disciples of Christ. 

"\Vhile I was traveling in Palestine I came 
across a stony piece of ground. I saw that a 
number of people llad gathered around one 
stone, kissing it, weeping and supplicating. I 
asked one, 'What is this'? He told me that 
the Apostles of Ouist, once upon a time, had 
passed by thIS place and sat upon these rocks, 
but there were so many rocks they did not 
know on wbich the Apostles had sat. There­
fore they prostrated themselves before all of 
them that perchance they might come across 
ana kiss the right stone. In their own day 
the pcaple beat them, put them in prison, r idi­
culed them, exiled them from their own cities 
and fmaJly martyred them. They even did not 
give permission that they might be buried in 
their own cemeteries. They were ,lot willing 
to have the hody of His Holincss Jesus Christ 
put in the Jews' cemetery. The Apostles went 
and bought a piece of land and interred h1m. 
Then the Jews took their refuse there. L.1ter 
men came and built a great church over it 
This was huilt by the mother of one of the 
Caesars, after three hundred years. Even up 
to this time in certain parts it is known as the 
Church of Refuse. This is really the Tomb of 
Christ. It was the place where all the refuse 

of the city was gathered in the day of Christ. 
For three hundred years it continued in this 
manner. You can go now and see what won­
derful change there is, see what a wonderful 
church is built, how many jewels and precious 
stones are collected there. The statue of Christ 
is bejeweled with all kinds of precious stones, 
so are the statues of Mary and others. How 
different the attitude of the people in the days 
of Manifestations. They persecute, deride and 
ridicule them, put a crown of thorns upon their 
heads, beat them in the street, spit in their 
faces and finally crucify them. But later ou 
they worship their images, kiss the ground upon 
which they walked, or the stone upon which 
they sat. This is the attitude of the people." 

During this time many people had been 
coming in and sitting down quietly. One of 
the ladies brought some flowers. Mrs. Boyle 
was arranging them in a vase, when Abdul­
Balta said: "you are sen·ing too much, Mrs. 
Boyle, you wil! get tired." )'frs. Boyle replied 
that it was a pleasure to be permitted to serve 
and that she wished Abdul-Baha's guests to 
see everything beautiful about him. Atldul­
Baha said: "The guests are flowers themselves; 
they are the flowers of the rose-garden of 
God; they will never wither; they will not dis_ 
appear; they have perennial beauty and fra­
grance for evermore." He then turned to ).Ess 
\Vashington and said, "I have come to visit you 
here, do you accept a guest t' 

Dr. Kenneth E. Evans, Pastor of the Uni­
tarian Church at which Abdul-Baha was to 
speak during the morning, was announced and 
Abdul-Baha left us for a few moments, telling 
us to remain seated. \Vhen he returned he was 
smiling. What a pleasure it is to see Abdul­
Daha smile! One realized then the true force 
of happiness and showing to the world a brave, 
noble exterior expressing the reality of a 
heart full of love to all humanity. 

Abdul-Baha called a little girl to him and 
patted her hair, saying in English, "Sbe is a 
"ery sweet daughter, a very sweet girl. Good 
daughter, very good, good daughter, good girl I" 

After seating some late arrivals Abdl1l-Baha 
turned to one of the ladies and said: 

"You are extremely welcome. Are you 
happy? 1 have come here to make you happy. 
I have come here to give you the Message of 
BAn<l'O'LLAIl; that this Message may become 
the cause of your happincss. 

"Like unto a dove I carry a Message with 



STAR OF THE WEST 85 

me wherever I go. BAHA'O'UAH has written 
a letter, a Message; He has put it on my 
wings j through His power He has made me 
to soar and I have brought that Message bere. 

"That letter contains the glad tidings of 
God j that Jetter is the call of the Kingdom j 
that letter is the beavenly signs; that letter 
brings you the glad-tidings that He, BAHA'O'· 

LLAII has accepted you, elected you from among 
al! Hi s crcaturts and prcpart'd you for the sake 
of His Love for the whole human world; so 
that all may be enlightened with the Light of 
the Kingdom, sing the verses of Oneness, be­
come the cause of the illumination of Ihe 
realm of humanity, the SOUTce of !:'verlasting 
happinus, the spreader of the cause of inter­
national peace;-so that aU may find the One­
nen of the: world of humanity, promulgate 
oneness of thought, lay the foundations of 
unity of religions, establish universal educa­
tion, announce the idea of mcial oneness, pro­
claim onc racc frorn every standpoint, and 
illuminate the world of man with the Lights 
of God. This is the Message. This is the 
letter which BAHA'o'LLAH has put u()On my 
wings, and I give you that Message today. It 
is assured tllat if you accept the Message of the 
Blessed Perfection and live and act accordingly, 
you may bestow Everlasting Life u()On the 
world of humanity. 

"I have brought these flowers from the 
Orient 50 that you may perfume the Occident. 
This is a melody that 1 have brought from the 
East 50 that you may listen to it in the West. 
It is certain that you will listen to it. This 
harmony will stir the stones and even the 
plants j it will give hearing to the deaf, quicken 
heedless hearts and awaken the dead bodies; 
for this is the :Melody of BAHA'O'LLAD." 

Turning to one of the gentlemen, Abdul­
Baha said: "How arc you? You must speak 
now." 

The gentleman replied that he had heard 
Abdul-Baha speak in Washington and had 
come to hear him again in Philadelphia; that 
he was glad indeed to see the East and the 
West so affiliated. 

Abdul-Baha said: "\Ve have become your 
relatives. The East and the West have em­
braced each other. God willing they will be­
come one; the East will become the V-/cst and 
the West will become the East; both of them 
will become one. 

"We dtsire to wipe thi, Atlantic away and 
connect these two continents, so that the sea 

may not have any efJ«t; it may not become 
the cause of separation, it may seem as though 
there was no Atlantic bc:twetn the two hemis­
pheres; that these two hemispheres be con­
nected with tach other; nay rather, they will be 
as one country. The East must become identical 
with the West and the West with the East. 
Do you think it is ()Ossible and it is good? 
It will be the age of the diamond; the dia­
mond I" 
Th~n the gentleman said, "God willing the 

wireless telegraph and tht fast steamers will 
make this possible." 

Abdul-Baha replied: "Don't say, 'God will­
ing,' say 'I hope.' When that wireless telegra­
phy o f the consciousness is established and 
communication is realized, it will be like the 
communion between the mind and the heart. 
Think what wonderful unity is 'between these 
two human organisms. It is uninterrupted. 
The communication between the heart and the 
mind is continual, uninterrupted, and noiseless. 
But what a great knowledge it has; although 
it is voiceless its voict fills the whole world. 
Wireless telegraphy is good, is pcrfC<:t, for 
wireless telegraphy consists of the vibrations 
of the air, which is the medium of the message 
from one place to another, but the other wire­
kss telegraphy is realized through the vibra­
tions of the Love of God. 

"You have great capability. This is truth 
that I speak to you. Your sympathies are 
gTeat, you have rapidity of thought. Therefore 
it is my hope that you may practice the Teach­
ings of BAIIA'O'LLAH and live and act accord­
ing to those principles. Teachings are revealed 
for thl': sake of practice and not for the sake 
of htaring or listening only. \Vhen man listens 
to etrtain teachings he must live them. To 
listen to the teachings is vtTy easy, but it is 
difficult to bring them into our daily lives. 

"It is easy to expound one thou5and letttrs 
of teachings. It is 8tm easier to listtn to 
them, but it is difficult to put into practice one 
of them. Teachings are like an image reflected 
into a mirror. If these images find outward 
expression, wonderful results will be the out­
rome, but if they are only images in the mirror 
thty remain valueless. 

"His Holiness Je~us Christ brought blessed 
Ttachings. He was the cause of the illumina­
tion of the world of man. He was the cause 
of Everlasting Life. He was the cause of the 
agreement of the sects of the world of human­
ity. He was the cause of the attainment of 
the good pleasure o f tht :Manifest One, but His 
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teachings were more or less lost in the mir­
rors. An the books and libraries seek to bring 
these teachings fully into the outward realm of 
acth·ity. If the teachings of His Holiness Jesus 
Christ had found full exprC'iSion in the realm 
of visibility, this world would haw become an­
other world; it would have become the para­
dise of heaven; it would have become the 
image of the Kingdom. 

"First, §.Ouls practice the teachings. These 
souls become Ih<: realization of the heaven of 
God; they illuminate the realm of man. Xow 
it is my hope that YOII may become a perfect 
mirror reflecting the teachings of BAHA'O'LJ.All; 
not only in the mirror, hut finding outward e)(­
pression. Every night, may you think, '\Vhich 
one of the teachings of BAI:IA'O'u.An shall I 
put into my daily life tomorrow?' Should you 
bf.'COme assisted in the practice of one of the 
teachings of the Blessed Perfcclioll, thank God 
for it a thousand times,~that you have become 
hdpcd and confirmed in that ~ervice. This is 
my hope for )'ou." 

The gentleman asked, "Is n"'HA'o'LL.\n the 
reincarnation of J e5US Christ?" 

Abdul-Baha answered: "The Manifestation 
of the Essence of God is like unlo the sun, 
which has different risings. The dawning 
places are different but the sun is alwayli the 
same. The lamps are different but the light 
is one. 

"Consider with the eye of reality. The <lim 
of life is rulily, and reality is one. Reality 
d~s 1I0t accept multiplicity. This is the es­
sence of the teaching5, and an esta.blished, self­
evident fact. The light is the light no matter 
from what lamp it shines. The rose is the 
rose 110 matter from which rose-garden it 
comes. The fruit is the fruit no mailer upon 
which tree it is produced. The breeze possesses 
life 110 matter from \\hich direction it is waft­
ed. Always think of the hreeTC and not of the 
direction. Look upon the flower and not upon 
the ('arth which has produced it. Look upon 
the light and not upon the lamp. Look upon 
the jewels and pearls, not upon the depths of 
the sea. Search and find the pearls from 
whatever sea they may come, whether eastern 
sea or western ~ea. Find the pearl~, find the 
jewels from whichever mine they may be; 
whethe-r it be the mine of the north or mint' of 
the south. Consider th(' teachings. If they are 
truth hold fasl to them; bUI if they are untruth 
throw them away. 

"We cannot ~ay that thc :'Ilanifestations arc 

either greater or lesser. In order to make 
this distinction we 'must be greater than they. 
The only thing that we know is this-they art 
life. But to say that one is les~eT and the 
other greater; this is beyond the comprehension 
of our intdlects. In onl<:r to know that they 
arc greater or lesser, w<: must surround them. 
Out we arc the surrounded, not the surrounder. 
We see that Ihey bestow light,-that the rest of 
the world is illumined bv them ;-that i~ all­
Do you nOt think that is the truth? \Vc need 
a grcat teacher, a great professor to say that 
this teacher is inferior to the othn teacher. 
We are all pupih. \Ve only know that they 
are the teachcrs,-but 50 far as their degrees 
are concerned, we cannot comprehef1d them. 
If we want to do that we must be greater 
than th<:y are, so that we may :xamine them 
~ltId then find. Ollt which one has the greater 
knowlooge. But as we arc only pupils the ollly 
thing that we can find out and know is that 
they are teachcrs,-that they have brought c<:,r­
tain teachings for the safety of the realm of 
the world." 

AT THY. UI\'ITAIIJAY CIIUIICM. 

Abdul-Baha with his party arrived at the 
church at el<:,,·en o'clock. The church wai 
crowded and every available ~eat was taken. It 
was a most allenti,'e audience which listened 
to those heavenly and humanitarian tnlths that 
morning.· The church ~eats about six or eight 
hundred. The pulpit is small and situated very 
ncar to the congregation. This was Oiildren's 
Dav and there were mallY bright young fa<:es. 

Dr. Evans introduced Ahdul-Baha briefl)' 
and then ga~e over the morning to him. Dr. 
.Farced acted a.~ interpreter. At the close of 
the service Abdul-Baha was a~ked to pronounce 
II Benediction, after which the people crowded 
around him and he shook hands with all. The 
party then returnt'd to the hotel alld the various 
friends went to their homes, only to return to 
the hotel as early as possible in the afternoon. 

_\ITElPiOO~ AT THE HOTEL R1TIEXHOl:St:. 

On arriving at the hotel later in [he day we 
found about fiity people in the little parlor. 
Alxlul-Baha waved us into the room and hade 
us be se.ated. As there were no chairs- we ~at 

on the floor, which pleased Abdul-Baha very 
much. He s1id, "This is a cause of unity; 
seel the Ckcident is sitting on the floor like the 
Orient and the Orient is sitting on the <:hair~." 
He laughed quite h~artily, and then proceeded 

'S~e r.o. 7 i.luc of the Sf". or TH-' ,",'EIT. 
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with hi~ discour~. which was in most part 
directed to Jt colored belicl'cr from Harrisburg, 
PIt. :-

"You have a good, pleasant country. excd­
len! climate and polite, good mannertd people. 
This is a populous country. and the prosperity 
of any country is dtpcnucnt upon its people. 
One must not look at the house but at the 
dweller in the house. One must not look at 
the sh('11 but at the pearl within the ~hell. 

One must not look at the garden but at the 
trees and flowers growing in the gar<'lcn, If a 
country be in a state of the utmost prosperity 
but its ptoplc be without progress or pedet· 
lions, it is valueless. If the dweller in the 
hOll5C be nct worthy, no matler how excellent 
the house may be; if within the shell there 
be no pearls, of what use is the house, of 
what value i~ the delicacy of the ~hell iuelf? 
"NOll', we must endeavor in order that the deli­
cate shells may contain brilliant pearls; these 
beautiful gardens produce fruitful trees. These 
brilliant pearls are the souls who are the lamps 
of the world of hum(\I1ity, the fruitful trees of 
the divine garden, the stars of eternal glory. 
Strj\·e that such souis may be found in your 
country. 

"I hope that in this city there may ari~e some 
who shall be as light' on Ihe Horiton of Real­
ity; jewels in the crown of humanity, founda­
tion stones in the divine temple of Oneness, 
lanlern! of the Love of God. This is my hope, 
that in lime 50 it shall be. l~raise be to God t 
You ha\·e capacity, your intentions are sin­
cere, you are turning to God, ),011 seek for in­
spiration from the Kingdom, you are receptive 
and enjoy with spiritual intelligence. r hope 
that you may be of the 'chosen ones.' 

'·Tn Washington, in many gatherings and 
meetings, we spoke of unity between the white 
and the colored races, pre~l'.nting the subject 
with incontrovertible prooh and evidences. 
Whether logical proofs or traditional proofs, 
before God IhHe h no distinction of white or 
colored. \Vhosoever has a pure hear t, his deeds 
are better and more acceptable before the 
threshhold of the Almighty, thol\gh he may he 
red or yellow. It is evident the colore<! and 
the whitl'. peQple belong to the same human 
family. In reality they are of the same human 
household in whieh colors, as in all depart­
ments of life, are u~ed for adornment. 

'"If you enter a rose garden and find all the 
flowers of the same color there is no enjoy­
ment; bUI y,iten ~·ou iee white ro~s, dark 

roses, red and yellow-many kinds and colors, 
you will have perfen enjoyment. And why 
should not the £ame rule ga'·ern and pre\·ail in 
the human family. For illstanee, in a flock of 
doyes some an: white, some are grey, some 
may be yellow or el·en red, but notwithstand­
ing the difference in colors they li\"l~ together 
in the utmost love and unity. Among the 
doves which belong to the allimal kingdom, 
variety of color docs not !Jerome a subject of 
discord; they dwdl pcaccful1y with each other. 
Is it then befitting Ihat in the human family 
that difTerence of color ~hould hecome the 
cause of strife? The dove knows that differ­
ence of colors docs not hl.rm it. Among hones 
some are red, some black, some white and ~ome 
yellow. yet they are in the utrno~t affinity and 
accord. 1Iost of the animah of the lower 
kingdom are of varied colon yet they a5~0-

date peacefully, kind with kind. Is it befitting: 
that man docs not equal the bird~? Indeed it 
is not. 

"We said in the Wa~hington addresses that 
the C(lion:d race must be \"ery grateful to the 
white race and the white race kind and helpful 
to the colored race. The colored race must 
be ,·ery thankful because the men of the white 
race sacrificed their li,·es and became the c:luse 
of thl'.ir freedom. This magnanimity cannot be 
forgotten. Furthermore, thtO\lgh this the white 
race became the caUie of freedom for the col­
ored race all over the worlt.!. The freedom 
of the colored race in America became the 
cause of freedom for the colored ra~ in Africa 
and throughout the world. In Africa the col­
ored race was grossly iIltreated. Xow the)' are 
free. This was because of the freedom enjoyed 
by the colored race in thi~ country, and the 
freedom of the colored race in America was 
accomplished through the white race. The col­
ored race ,~hould be grateful to the white; they 
should never forgtt this. Therefore we mu~t 
("ndcavor so that day by day the love of God 
may increase in the world of humanity, the 
laws of man finrl the common bond strength­
ened, the virtues of the human world be de­
veloped and divine love shed its rays upon thl'. 
mind of man until humanity. hecomes the man­
ifestation of the rays of nivine Love. 

··EHr)thing which is the cause of the pro­
motion oj love must be encouraged, and on the 
other hand Ihat ..... hich is the cau~e of hatred 
and enmity must be shunned. ,God has sent all 
lIis messengers and Prophets to establish love 
amongst humanity. An the lIea\enly Dooks 
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become the Star of tbe £.11 lad Iblll Iprud ,a eft...,. count...,. :and dIme. Thou art the fiut pa~r of tbe 
Blhaio which ;1 ocS""ni'ed in the cou"tr,. of America. Altb"ugb for '!be preKlII th,. subtcn1M:n Ire limited, 
th,. fonn i ....... 11 and th,. "oice .. eak, ,.ee mould .. thou IUlld on,babble, b«oule the object of the IU,."t;OIl 
of th .. friendo and the eenl •• of th .. lCaemo;t,. of the luden of the faith wbo Ire firm ;n the Co",.".nl. ;n the 
future tllr suJ:>.r,riben .. ill ho<:ome holt. Ifler ho.. like onlo the waY" of the HI; Ih,. "olome will ;ncreale. thy 
Iren. wi! become vast Ind opaciouo and th,. .. oiee Ind f.",e .. iIl be r.iK<! Illd bttome .. orld· .. ide_nd It lut 
tholl 011 .. 1, become the fint pa~r of the .. orld of !llIm ... it,.. Yet.U the ... depend upon nf_rU, nr .... UI. 
"''''Mil l (Sill.d) A.nUL·BAaA ...... ...... 

Vol. V Rahmat I, 70 (June 24, 1914) No.6 

PERSIAN-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL 
SOCIETY 

Dr. Moody sends a photograph, which I am enc:lo~inK, 

of three boys who are awailing the favor of the Society. 
She writes about them a5 follows: 

"These three boys ..... ho need tuition belong in the district 
of the Branch Tarbiat, and are free scholars at present. 
The father of center one is ill and poor, but manages to 
buy pencils and paper. The olhers live with ok! grand­
father-no parenl5-t'ery poor. Their brother is in Central 
Tarbiat on our list. I have advanced money for the pen­
cils, clc., for these two." 

We hope that the STAR OF THE \VEST in an early edition 
can publish this photograph, with an appeal for b(nefaetors 
for these boys. It has been found huttofore that the op­
portunity of seeing the boys who are in need has usually 
brought forth a generous r~sponse. 

(Signed) lOSEI'll H. HANl'1El'1, 

P. O. Box 192, Washington, D. C. 
'Three boy. aWIH!ol[ la.,o. 01 Sox:!"ty 
{Bo,. Itaad!al[ I. paid for by pueat.) 

NEWS FROM TEHERAN, PERSIA 

I N TEHERAN there are mffi:ings daily in 
ellery quarter of the city. There are sev­
eral spiritual or ..... orking assemblies both 

of men and women separately, and notably 
among these is the "~1ahfel-e Dars-e Akhlagh" 
-meeting or assembly of moral teachin/{S,­
whose work should prove interesting to read­
ers of the STAll 01' TilE \VIST. 

This is a band of perhaps fifteen young men 
between twenty and thirty years of age, which 

was established about fille years ago and from 
the centcr h~re, as business or other affairs 
called members to other cities, branches were 
established and carried on-if not by the pio­
neer himself, by another selected from that par­
ticular city. So there are now branches in 
Mazandaran, Barfarush, Kasban, Kazvin, 
Esphahan and Hamadan. The latter was es­
tablis}u'd by Agha Seyw. Hassen-e Shearlrnt, 
who was one of the founders of the central 
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assembly here, and has worked there 50 effect­
ually that thai branch outnumbers the original 
one. 

Meetings or classes are held here every Fri­
day moming (the nalional day for religious 
observance) in five different quarters. The 
boys vary in age from the very smal1est to 
eightcl'TI years. Each class teacher has an 
assistant, while IwO go about supervising and 
inspeeting from district to district. It is 
rathu interesting to notc that practically 
all these teachen arc of Musselman origin, 
whether leaching in the Jewish, Zoroastrian or 
Mohammedan quarter!. The boys collectively 
number about one hundred and fifty here In 

Teheran. 

Six grades of work have been arranged: 
FlIlST-15 lessons in Penian, concerning the 

moral teachings of all the great prophets. The 
duties of a Baha;, etc. 

SECOND-Lessons along the same lines but in 
Arabic. 

THIn-Hidden Words explained and mem­
orized together with the Tabl~ts of this ~1ani­
festation, B ... H ... 'o'LL ... H. 

FOURTH-The /ghon and Kilab-el-Akdas. 
FIFTH-Mafave~al (Mme. Dreyfus-Barney's 

"Some Answered Questions"). 
SlxTH-Hadji Sadr's Proofs. (Hadji Sadr 

is no longer living and this book is still in 
document fonn.) 

A ftcr the noonday m~al the t~aehers gather 
under the instruction of Mir:r.a OzeClollah 
Khan (M05tofi)-Arabic teacher in the Boys' 
Tarbiat schools and trained at Beyrout. 

Later in the evening they consult together 
as to the matter and method of teaching. 

Thus the entire day is gh'cn up to the work 
of the Cause and every effort is made to 
spread the Teachings. The presidcnt or chair­
man of this assembly, Mirza Neamatol!ah 
Khan, joined a footbal! team in order to teach 
two or three Musselman members. 

LILLI ... N F. K ... ppl!:S. 

ABDUL-BAHA'S VISIT TO PHILADELPHIA 

are written for the sake of Love. All the 
prophets have borne trials and martyrdoms in 
order that Love may become established in the 
hearts of the children of God. The wise men 
and philosophers o f every age have suffered and 
endured so that this Lolle might become reality. 
But ignorant, selfiSh man does not let it be­
come a reality. Ellery day a veil is created; 
every day a new darkness is seen. Ellery day 
an impenetrable e10ud appears so that the ray~ 
of the Sun of T~uth are not mauifest. One 
must live fortified against passion and desire. 
We must obey the command of God. We 
must Jille according to the Good Pleasure of 
the Lord. The Good Pleasure of the Lord lies 
in Lolle. The Good Pleasure of the Lord is 
the illumination of the world of humanity, and 
the illumination of the world of humanity is 
Love. I hope that al1 of you may become the 
manifestors of Di"ine Love. Like the angds 
may you become united! ~1ay you bloom like 
the flowers and trees in the garden l May you 
become fruitful like the trees in the orchard l 
So may you become Children of the Kingdom I" 

After this talk Abdul-Baha went lor a walk 
and the friends gradually disbursed. There 
were many people present to whom the teach­
ings were new. 

... T THE BAPTIST TUII'LE. 

At eight o·dock Abdul-Baha arrh'ed at the 
Baptist Temple, Broad and Berks streets. Dr. 
Conwell went forward and greeted him most 
cordially, taking both his hands in his own, and 
seated him with ellident pleasure and joy. The 
collection had just ~n taken and Abdul-Baha 
directed Mirza Ahmad Sohrab to place money 
in the collection plate. This is Abdul-Baha'S 
invariable custom. In every church where he 
has spoken he has gi\'en towards its support, 
according to the needs of tllat church. 

The talk* that evening was long and com­
plete, going into detail on many poiuts. It was 
listened to by about 2,500 people. After the 
service, Abdul-Baha spent some time in Dr. 
Conwell's study, meeting different ones. Here 
again, as in the morning, the people crowded 
around him to feel the touch of his hand or 
hcar a word from him. Such is the power of 
the Spirit of B ... H ... 'o'u. ... M. 

The Monday morning newspapers had most 
fallorab1e items. many of them taking sections 
of the Sunday talks at the two churches ver~ 
batim. The Spirit or llAH ... ·O'U. ... H had already 
quickened the City of Philadelphia. Although 
Abdul-Baha's visit to this city covered but 

'S~~ ,",0. 1 i .. u~ of lbe St .... 0' till WUt. 
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thirty·three hours, 5c\'l'ral thousand people 
hearu him speak and many mOTC read the 
blessed words in the papers. 

A1' 'IIE HOME OF MRS. R!YELL. 

At 9:30 Monday morning, Abdul-Baha 
went to the home of Mrs. :\l:!.ry J. Revell, 
where a meeting had been arranged. There 
wcre about fifty peorle present. Abdul-Baha 
went into (,,'cry room of the home and seemed 
very happy. He sat in a roc:kCT by the front 
windo\\' and spoke these blessed words to aU: 

"This is a meeting, the memlx-rs of which arc 
strung together like ]lcaris and all the pearls 
are brilliant, for all arc Bahais. The brilliancy 
of these pearls is not known for the present; 
their brilliancy will be known later on. Thank 
),c God that tie has drawn you together through 
the Blessed Perfection. He has made you 
fruitful like unto trees. He hilS m~d(' you like 
unto a r()'\e garden, the freshness of which 
will be known in the future. When the heat 
and ra)'s of the Sun of Reality shine in 
the future. then the fre.shness and beauty of 
the~e Howers will be realized. In brief, render 
thanks to God, for your spirits are: gladdelled 
with the glad·tidings of God. Be forgttful of 
all other thoughts. Be filled wilh the Spirit of 
BIII""O'I.I""II. Your thoughts must he o f 
B,," "·O'LI .... ". Your mention must be of RAilA'· 
O'U,AII. Your life must be devoted to nAlIA'· 
O'LLAH. Your firmness mllst be evident in 
BAIIA'O'LLAIt, for nAH"'O'LT.AH has endured fnr 
your sake infinite vicissitudes. All His life He 
was subjeetto persecutions. During the: nighl~, 
Ile was not at re5t. He did not sleep in peace 
for one night.-not one. Xen'r did He: find 
peace and composure. An His life He wa~ 
suhitct to persecutioo. All His life He was 
exiled. All IIis life lIe was imprisoned, There· 
fore we must be loyal to Him; turn our faces 
to Him; praige His mention in thi~ world: 
expound TTis teaching'S; quicken people with 
llis Spirit, so tbat His Heavenly Image may 
dcscend and His Heavenly Power affect the 

hearts. Thus every day may WI! find a new 
spirit, cvery day may ..... e make a ne:w resoluti ,,". 
e,'e:ry day may we be confirmed and illumin 
the: world of humanity. \Ve must supplicat, 
day and night, beg assistance and confirmatiQrl 
from His Holiness B"UA'O'U .... H that we rna: 
I.>ecome pure mirrors, that the rays of sincerit), 
may perfect them, the virtueS of the human 
world app~ar, the moralitil!s of the Kingdom 
be reflected and that we may attain the high 
stat ion of happiness, This is my advice: to you. 
This is my r«l.uest for you. This is my hopt' 
for you,'" 

All day :\Ionday he gave privatc intcn'iew~ 
After the meeting in the morning at ::\In 
Re"ell"s home: he met the friends who wi~hed a 
per.<onai word. Aftcr ha"ing seen most of 
them he slept for a few moments. B~tween 

one and two o'clock, two of the llahais went to 
the hotel and found Ahdul·Baha there alone. 
He talked to them in Engli,h. To one of them 
he said, "\Vhy were )'OU not at the. Bahai home 
this morning? All the nahais ..... ere there.. You 
should have been at thi~ Bahai home." He was 
smiling and very happy. 

At three o'clock Ahdul·Baha and hi~ party 
took the train back to New York city. AI· 
though an indescribable feeling of sadness caml' 
over each and everyone, still they know the 
Sun shall never set for Philadelphia again: she 
will go on and on until all promises arc ful· 
filled, and the true spirit of "brotherly love" 
be fully realized. For Abdul-Baha has said 50 

and his words give life and arl! creative. 

• • • 
And here we wi~h to urge that all spread the 

Blessed :Message of BAHA'o'u.AH a~ much as 
possible:. so that many more people may come 
to the Light of Reality. For it is a wonderful 
blessing and one that cannot Ix: compared to 
anything else in all the world. even if one 
mu~t travel far and under great difficulties to 
do so. The reward is far in excess of any· 
thing the h~art or mind can conceil'e. 

IA "botolfaph of Abdul·Baha taken In I'hlla<ielphia_u puhU.1>ed \n Nn. 61 .. ,,1', Vol. IV. Sr ... OI'T .. "WI'.3T] 

OUR PERSl.\N SECTION this i~~ue can· 
tains: ( I ) Talk by Abdul-Raha, "Xature;' 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. ~faxweh. Mon· 
Ireal, Canadai ~2) utterances of Abdul·Baha 
on "Education of a,ildr~Il," gh'en at AJcka; 
(3) The "Crown of Persia"; (4) hardships 
and the high cost of living in Persia; (5) , 
Tablet LO the friends in Kashan, Persia; (6) 

Tahlel to the students of Vehdate Bashor 

School of that dty; (7) glad-tidings from 

Kashan Assembly: (8) Tablet to tbe: poor 

(Bowery :l\lission), ::-Jew York City; (9) from 

the: Hidd~" Words; {to) announcement to the: 

suhscrihers to the STAR OF THE \VESt in the 

Orient. 
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"ERE LONG THIS CALL WILL FILL THE 
WORLD WITH ITS FRUITS" 

IT IS nearly two years and a half that I have 
been a wanderer over mountains and deserts 
and a traveler over seas and lands. The 

journey was extended to many climes. . . . The 
penetrative power of the Holy Cause has stirred 
the columns of the world. In many cities of 
America the Divine Call was raised. Likewise in 
the countries of Europe. In many churches, clubs, 
meetings and universities of America the Glad~ 
Tidings of the Kingdom of ABHA were explained 
explicitly with a resonant voice, and no one arose 
in opposition. They listened most attentively and 
expre$5ed their pleasure afterward. Ere long this 
Call shall yield the most glorious results and will 
fill the world with its fruits. 

-ABDUl--BAHA ABBAS 



To the believers of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful. Phila­
delphia. upon them he BAHA'O'LLAH'-EL-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o .YC .!Ons and daugh!en of the Kingdom/ 

• • • o ye friem:u and maid-servants of the Merciful! 
euy to advance toward the Kingdom. but it i, difficult to remain firm and 
$teadfast. Therefore. endeavor ye as much as ye can to make your faith 
firm like unto a well-rooted tree and produce blossoms and fruits, Neither 
be ye agitated on account of the blowing winds of tests and trials. The 
linner the roots of the tree the grealer its blossoms and fruits. Because 
the Apostles of Christ remained firm and steadfast they became assisted 
in the most great services and the confirmations of the" Holy Spirit descended 
upon them uninterruptedly. 

If ye seek the illumination of the Kingdom ye must arise with infinite 
resolution. Be ye not discouraged or lukewarm on account of troubles 
and vicissitudes. Show ye an effort so that that region may be illumined. 
the Kingdom of God may raise it.! tent.! and the breaths of the Holy Spirit 
may quicken the souls. 

(Signed) ABOUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

T,.~.J.ted b, Miru. Ahto.d Sof,rab, Apr~ 28, 1911 
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ADDRESS BY ABDUL-B"HA ... T nu: VSITAltrA~ 

(HCRCH, 15TH AND GlaAllD A\'F-, PHILAD£L­

PillA, P .... , SUNDAY :\IOJtNII' (;, J UNE 9, 1912. 

Dr. Kenneth E. Evans, Pastor, briefly intro-
duced Abdul-Daha and in conclusion said: "We 
wekOlllc to our church the dear soul o f the 
Ea;\, who comes to Uli with his message o f fra­
ternity and faith," 

ADDItESS BY ABD{;L-B"ltA. 

I COME here from distant countries, from 
Oriental dimes, from countries ~'hcrc the 
lights of Heaven have ever shone forth, 

from regions wherein the ~hnikstations of 
God have appeared and the radiance and power 
01 God have be<:omc manifest. The intention 
and purpose of my vi9it is that perchance a 
hood of unity and agrccment may be estab­
lished between the East and the West, that 
Divine love may encompass all, Divine radiance 
enlighten both continems and the bounties of 
the Holy Spirit shall re\-i\'i fy all. Therefore 
I supplicate the thrcshold of God that the 
Orient and the Occident may become as onc, 
that these various peoples shall become one 
people. that religions may become unified, that 
aU souls may hec::ome as one soul, and that 
they may he as the waves which rCflre~ent 

one sea. ~Iay they become as trees, as flowers 
and roses which adorn and beautify the same 
garden. 

The realm of 1.}ivinity is an indivisible One­
ness and wholly sanctified ahove human grasp. 
For the intel1ec:tual knowledge of creation is 
finite, whereas the comprehension of Dh'inity 
is infinite. Ilow can the finite comprehend the 
infinite? We are utter poverty, whereas the 
Reality of Divinity is absolute wealth. How 
can utter po\.--erty e\"Cr grasp absolute wealth? 
\Ve are utter weakness, whereas the Reality of 
Divinity is absolute power. Utter weakness 
can never attain nor comprehend absolute pow­
er. The phenomenal beings which are captives 

of certain limitations are ever subject to trans­
formation and change from one condition to 
another. How can such phl'nomenal beings 
ever grasp the eternal, hea\'cnly Reality? As­
suredly it is an absolute impossibility, for when 
we study the creational world we see that the 
difference of degrees is a hindrance to such 
comprehension. An inferior degree can never 
comprehend a degree superior thereto. For 
example, the mineral can ne\'er comprehend the 
"egetable, no matter ho ..... far it shall advance. 
The vegetable, no matter how far it shall ad­
vance, cannot compre-hend the reality of the 
animal kingdom. In other word~, it cannot 
gra~p a world that is endowed with the power 
of the senses. The animal, no matter hal\' far 
it shall advance, cannot grasp the human real­
ily, cannot allain the power of intrl1igenee and 
ideation in man. Hcnee it becomes evident 
that difference in degree is ever an obstacle to 
comprrhcnsion j an inferior degree cannot com­
prehend a degree superior thereto. This flower, 
although it is so beautiful, fresh, fragunt and 
delicately seented-ahhough in the ,"egelable 
kingdom it has attained pedection-ne\'enhe­
lI'ss it cannot comprehend the human reality, 
it cannot possess sight and hearing ; so it is 
unaware of the world of humanity, notwith­
standing both man and the Rower are accidental 
or conditional beings. The difference is the 
difference of degree. This is the cause of that 
non-comprehension, because the human degree 
is superior and the degrcc of the rlower in­
ferior. 

This being so, how can the human reali ty, 
which is limited, ever comprehend the eternal 
unmanifest Crealor? Il ow can limited man e\'er 
compl""\'hend the unlimited Lord? There is no 
doubt that he cannot, for whatever comes with­
in the human power of ideation, within the 
mind of m('n, is man's limited conception, 
whereas the Oivine realm is unlimited, infinite. 
Bnt the Reality of Divinit)' has bestowed its 
bounties up-on 011\ the phenomenal world. The 
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Divine spiritualities are to be witnnscd ellen in 
the contingent world. The Lights of God il­
lumine the world of man like unto the sun 
which shines gloriously with all its effulgence 
upon the material world. The Sun of Reality 
is one, Its bestowal is oue, Its heat is one, Its 
rays arc one, It shines upon -all the phenomenal 
world, but the world being composed of dif­
ferent uCgTces, comprehensions differ; each 
Kingdom according to its comprehension receiv­
ing the light and bounty of the Eternal Sun. 
The black stone receives the light of the ma­
terial sun, the trees likewise receive that light, 
the animals arc recipients of it. All arc devel­
oped by the heat of that sun, for the sun is onc 
,and its bounty is one. The perfect soul of mall, 
that is to say, the perfect indi\·idual is like unto 
a mirror whuein the SUIl of Rtality has be­
come reAected. The perfections, the image and 
light of that sun have become reAected therein. 
Its heat and illumination arc manifest. That 
soul l's a perfect eltpression of the Sun. 

These IIlirrors to which I refer are the Mes­
sengers of God 'who tell the story of Divinity 
just as the outer sun becomes manifest in the 
material mirror, which reAects the image and 
light of the sun in the skies. In like man­
ner, the image and light of the sun of Reality 
are manifest and evident in the mirrors of the 
Reality of the II1anifestatiOll5 of God. That is 
what his Holiness Jesus Christ meant whcn 
He said, "thc Father is in the Son." The pur­
pose is that the Reality of that Eternal Sun had 
hecome reflected with all Its glory in that Son. 
It does not signify that the Sun had descended 
from its place in Heaven or in any way ef­
fected an entrance into the mirror, for there is 
no entrance or eltit for the Reality of Divinity; 
there is no ingress or egress, for it is Holy 
above all things and ever occupies Its sancti­
fied station. Challges and transformations are 
not of the Reality of Divinity. Transformation 
from one condition to another applies to con­
tingent realities. 

At the time when there was the greatest 
strife, warfare and animosity, when conflict 
between religions and sects was. prevalent, when 
races were warring with each otheT', when the 
differences were "ery great-at such a time as 
this, His Holines~ BAHA'o'LLAH appeared from 
the Eastern horizon, promulgating the One­
ness of Divinity and the oneness of humanity. 
lIe taught that all humanity were the servants 
of one God, that all have come into being 
t hrough the bestowal of the one Creator. God 
is kind to all , God nurtures all, God provides 

for all, He rears all, He protects all, and deals 
lovingly with all races of people. Inasmuch 
as God is kind to all, why should we be un­
kind? Inasmuch as God is loyal to all, why 
&hould we be disloyal? Inasmuch as God deals 
wi th all in mercy, why should we deal with 
animosity and hat red? This is the Divine pol­
icy, and surely it is greater than human pol· 
icy. For no matter how sagacious humanity 
may be, it can never attain to a policy that is 
superior to God's. Therefore we must emu· 
late the Divine policy. \Ve must love all na­
tions, all people; we must be kind to all. \Ve 
must consider all as the leaves, branches and 
flowers of one tree. The children of one 
househokl, because all belong to the progeny 
of Adam. We arc the waves of one sea; we 
arc all the grass of the same meadow; we 
arc the star s of the same Heaven, and all find 
shelter in the same Protector. 

At most, one may be sick, that one must be 
treated; he may be ignorant, he must be edu­
cated; he may be aslcelt, he must be awakened; 
he may be dead, he must be m~de alive. 

So BA.TlA.'O'U.A.ll promulgated the oneness of 
human kind and the fundamental oneness of 
religion. He taught that the fundamentals of 
all the religions are one; that Reality is not 
multiple, Reality is One. The foundation un­
derlying all the Divine precepts is that One 
Reality, It must needs be Reality, and Reality 
is Ont', not multiple. Therefore the founda­
ations of the Divine Religions afe one. But we 
can see that certain fo rms have come in, certain 
imitations of fonns and ceremonies havc crept 
in. They arc heretical, they arc accidental, be­
cause they differ; hence they cause differences 
among religions. But if we set aside these 
imitations and seck the Reality of the founda­
tions we shan agree, because it is Qne and not 
mnltiple. 

Tn proclaiming the oneness .of mankind, 
BA.HA.'O'LI..AH taught that men and women 
were both humankind and there is no distinc­
tion between them. The only difference which 
exists now is due to education. I f women 
be educated equally with men, there is no doubt 
Ulat distinction will disappear. The world of 
humani ty has two wings--one is the female and 
the other t he male. A bird cannot Ay with one 
wing. If one wing be defective, the strong 
wing, the perfect wing, will not be capable of 
flying. The world of humanity has two hands. 
If one hand be defective, the hand which is 
perfect is also hindered and will be unable to 
discharge its duties. 
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God has cr~ated mankind. He has endowed 
all with perfections and intelligence, He has 
given all two hands and two feet, He has given 
all two eyes and two ears., no distiuction has 
He made; no diffcrentiaiion;-therefore why 
should women be inferior to men? The 
justice of God will not allow this. The justice 
of God has created them equal. In the estima­
tion of God there is no gender. The one whose 
heart is purest, whose deeds aTC best, is ac­
ceptable ill the est imation of r..od, be that one 
male or female. How often have certain womCfl 
been the very pride of men i-for example Mary 
the mother of Jesus. She was the pride and 
glory of mankind. :Mary Magdalene, Ayesah the 
\.laughter of Phawah, Sarah the wife of Abra­
ham and innumerable others hayc glorified the 
human race by their excellence. In this day 
there arc certain women among the Bahais who 
far surpass men. They are wise, perfected, 
well informed, very progressive, most intelli­
gent and the glory of men. They are far 
nwre courageous than men. \Vhen they speak 
in ml'Ctillgs the men listen 10 them with great 
respect. Furthernl(lre, the education of women 
is much more important than the education of 
men, for these daughters will bc mothers, and 
mothers rear the children. The first teachers 
of children are mothers. Therefore, th..:y must 
be in a state of utmost perfection in order to 
be able to educate the sons. There are many 
provisions by BAIIA'O'Ll,AH in regard to this. 

Therefore BAHA'O'LLAH promulgated oneness 
o f education, that is the need of one curriculum 
for both men and women. Daughters and sons 
must follow the same form of study and the 
same education. Having one fou rse of educa­
tion promotes unity among mankind. \Vhen 
all mankind shall reccive the same education, 
and Ule equality of men and women be realized, 
the foundations of warfare will be utterly de­
stroyed. Without this it is utterly impossible, 
because differences arc collducive to strife and 
warfare. Equality between men and women 
is conducive to the abolition of warfare, be­
cause women will never be willing to sanction 
warfare. Sons arc very dear to their mothers. 
:Mothers will never ailow them to go to 
the battlcfield and shed their blood. Would 
a mothcr be willing to have a son whom 
she had reared for twenty years torn asunder 
on the battlefield? ~o mother would ever be 
willing. Ko matter in what cause they ask her 
to separate from her 5.On, whether patriotism, 
the military policy, the glory of war,-mothers 
will not consent to this. Therefore when the 

equality of men and women i~ perfectly realized 
and women shall obtain their rights, there is no 
doubt that warfare will entirely cease among 
mankind. 

Among the other principles which BAHA'­
O'U.AH inculcated was that science and religion 
must agree. Religion must be reasonable; it 
must perfectly agree with science, so that sci­
cnce shall sanction religion and religion sanc­
tion science. The two must be brought to­
gether. indissolubly in the Reality. J f questions 
of difference arise, which are both unreason­
able and unscientific, these arc outcome of 
pure imagination. How many superstitions of 
this character have arisen in past ages I Con­
sider the imaginations and superstitions of the 
Roman people, which lay at the foundation of 
their religious beliefs I Consider the Greek na­
tions and their religious superstitions I Con­
sider Ihe superstitions of the ancient Egyp_ 
tians, which were the foundations of their 
beliefs I All these were contrary to reason and 
saence. Therefore it is now C','idcnt that 
they were superstitions, but in times past they 
held to them most tcnaciously. For example, 
a certain idol of the many idols of the ancient 
Egy-ptians was to them a perfected miracle, 
whereas in reality it was just a piece of stone. 
Science could not sanction that a piece of rock 
was a perfected miracle. Therefore this must 
ha,'c becn superstition, and now it is evident 
that it was superstition. Therefore we must cast 
aside superstition and investigate Reality. That 
which we consider as reasonable and real shall 
be accepted, and that v,ilich science and reason 
cannot sanction, is not Reality put imitation. 
These imitations must be cast asi(]e and we 
must hold tenaciously to Reality, agreeing with 
science, agncing with reason. \Vhen we do 
that, differences will utterly disappear. All 
will become as one family, one people, one 
nation, and the same susceptibility and e<!uca­
tion shall be witnessed. 

Df.NEDICfIOY. 

o Lord! 0 Thou hope of people! ThOll art 
the shelter of all these, Thy servants! Thou 
knowest the secrets and the m)'stcries ! We 
arc all sinners, and Thou are the shdter of sin­
ners-the lI.Iereiful, the Clement! a Lord, 
look not at our shortcomings! ~al with us 
according to Thy grace and bestowal. Our 
shortcomings are many, but the Sea of Thy 
forgiveness is boundless. Therefore confirm 
and strengthen us. Aid us in that which will 
make us acceptahle at Thy Threshold. Illumine 
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the hearts, make the eyes seeing, render the 
ears attentive, resuscitate the dead and heal the 
sick. Render the poor rich and the fugitive 
confident. Attcpt us in Thy Kingdom. I1lum· 
inc us with the light of kindness. Thou are the 
Generous! Thou art the Clement! Thou art 
the Kind! 

• • • 
AllmtESS GIVEN' BY ABDUL-BAHA, SUNDAY Evr;:--. 

"DIG. JI,;NE 9, 1912, AT THE nAPTIST TF.loII'LE, 
BRO"ll "SO BERK STs., PmLADELPHIA, 

INTRDDucrlDN BY DR. CONWELL. 

TilE lexl with which we greet the great 
teacher and prophet, Abdul-Baha Abbas, is 
10 be found in the second book of Rom­

ans and the eleventh ~'erse, "There is no reo 
spect of persons with God." 

Our own people know well the history of 
Abdul-Balla; visitors are here who already 
know him; hence: there is no necessity of 
any further introduction. \Ve wish to hear 
of the efforts of those who have gone before 
him, and of his own splendjd efforts in bring­
ing about the unity of all mankind. I there­
fore give the time entirely to our friend, and 
the friend of humanity e\'erywhere, Abdul­
Baba Abbu of Persia; more recently of Pal­
estine. 

ADO)([SS lIY AIlDUL- BAHA. 

I ha~·e the utmost pleasure this evening ·in 
being pre~ent. Truly this is an usembly gath­
ered together in the utmost condition of $pir­
itua'lly. I perceil'e the fragrance of spiritual 
SlIsceptibilities of the Kingdom among you­
devotion to God, sincere intention and spirit­
ually. Glad Tidings 1 

From the begillning of the creation of Adam 
up to our day, there have been in the world 
of humanity Iwo pathways,-one the natural 
or materialistic pathway, the other the religious 
pathway. 

The pathway of nature is the pathway of the 
animal realm. The animal acts in aCCQrdance 
with the requirements of nature;-it can do 
whatsocHr it may desire. \Vhal5OC.ver its pro­
clivities may be, it can grati fy them i_it is a 
captive of nature. The animal cannot deviate 
one hair's breadth from the natural pathway. 
It is utterly minus spiritual susceptibilities, it 
is utterly ignorant of the Divine Religion, it is 
utterly uninformed of the Kingdom of God. 
The animal has no part in the power of idea­
tion or conscious intelligence; it is a captive 

of sense perceptions; deprived of that which 
is beyond the plane of the senses. That which 
the eye of the animal sees, the ear hears, the 
nostrils sense and the taste detects,-Ihat which 
it can feci by the sense of touch i-these are 
the five senses to which the animal is captive 
and subject. The result of theSe sensations are 
acceptable to him. But that which is beyond 
the sensibilities, that which is from the con­
scious pathway to the Kingdom of God, the 
spiritual susceptibilities, tbe Divine Religion,­
of these the animal is completely unaware, for 
the animal is utterly a eaptive of nature. 

One of the strangest things witnessed is that 
the matniali~lS are proud of their natural fHo­
divities. They state, that which is sensible or 
tangible is worthy of crC'dence, but that which 
is not within the realm of the sense pen;eptions 
is unreasonable. Dy their own statements they 
are captives of the senSes. Of the spiritual 
world they are uninformed: of the Divine 
Kingdom they are unaware; of the Divine be­
stowal they are unconscious. If this be a vir­
tue, the animal has attained to a superlative 
degree, for the animal is absolutely unaware of 
and not at all in touch with the spiritual realm. 
The animal, too, would totall~' deny the exist­
ence of that which is beyond the senses. If we 
Krant that to be subject to the senses is a vir­
tue, then the animal is the most virtuous, for 
the animal is entirely bereft of that which 
lies beyond, entirely uninfonned of the King­
dom of God, whueas God has deposited with­
in the human creature a COIOMus of power 
whereby he can rule the world of nature. 

Consider how all the phenomenal beings are 
captives of nature I This tremendous sun, the 
center of our solar system, is a captive of 
nature. These immense stars and planets, the 
great mountains, this globe-the carth, the 
mineral, the "egetable and all other kingdoms 
beneath the human are captives of nature, ex­
cept man. Other phenomenal beings cannot 
de"iate one hair's breadth from natural law. 
The sun with all its glory and gTeatness, mil­
lioos of miles from this earth of ours, cannot 
deviate in the least degree from the law of 
nature; it cannot wander one inch from its 
orbit; it i,. a captive of the materialistic law 
of nature. But man is the ruler of nature. 
Consider; According to the law of naturc 
man should remain upon the earth. But man 
transcends this law and soars .aloft in airships, 
dives ill submarines and sails upon the surf:\ce 
of the ocean. Man has been ahle to harness the 
tremendous encrgy of electricity and imprison 
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it in a small lamp. He can conullunicatc from 
the East to the \Vest in a moment. He is able 
to confine the voice in the phonograph. He is a 
dweller upon the earth, yet he penetrates the 
mysteries of the distant stars. He discovers 
the realities latent within the bosom of the 
earth, uncovers treasures and reveals secrets 
and mysteries of the phenomenal world, which, 
according to nature, should be the un fathomahle 
and latent seerets. According to natural law 
they should remain hidden, but man through 
an ideal, invisible power can discover these 
realities and bring them forth from the in­
visible plane to the visible. This is contrary to 
nature's law. 

Therefore it becomes evident that man is 
ruler over the province of nature. Nature is 
not advancing whereas man is progressing. 
Nature has no consciousness whereas man is 
endowed with it. Nature has no volition, it 
does things perforce whereas man possesses vo­
lition. Nature is incapable of discovering mys­
teries or realities whereas man is empowered 
to do so. Nature is not in touch with the 
realm of God whereas man is in tune there­
with. Nature is uninformed of God but man 
is conscious of God. Man can acquire virtul':s 
whereas nature is bereft of them. Man can vol_ 
untarily discontinue vices whereas nature can­
not. It is evident that man is more noble, su­
perior to nature; that in him there is idl':a! 
power surpassing nature. 

Man has consciousness and volition whereas 
nature is devoid; man is I':ndowl':d with mem­
ory which nature lacks; man is endowed with 
the power of intelligence ·whereas nature is 
bw:ft; man is empowered with ideal attri­
butes, and virtues whereof nature is utterly 
deprived. Hence man is nohler than nature 
becaus-e o f the ideal force laknt and manifest 
in him. 

How strange then it seems that man, not­
withstanding his endowment with these ideal 
powers, will descend to a level beneath him 
and adore that which is very inferior to his 
station. God has creOlted such 01 holy spirit 
within him that he is the most nohle of all 
contingent beings. In ignoring these virtues 
he becomes a capth'e of matter, considers mat­
ter as a god and denies that which lies beyond 
the natural plane. Is this virtue? This in its 
fullest truth is animalistic, for the animal rea­
lizes J1Qthing but the natural. In fact the ani­
mal is the greater phiiosophu because it is 
utterly ignorOlnt of the Kingdom of God, pos-

scsses no spiritual susceptibilities and is unin­
formed of the Heavenly World. In short, this 
is the pathway o f nature. 

The second pathway is that of religion, which 
is the pathway of the Divine realm. It involves 
the acquisition of prai5eworth~' attributes in 
the world of humanity, heavenly radiance and 
commendable actions. This pathway is C011-

ducive to the progress and uplift of the world. 
It is the source of the illumination of the world 
of humanity; the cause o f human training and 
ethical improvement. It is the magnet which 
attracts the love of God, because of the knowl­
edge of God it bestows. This is the foundation 
of the Holy Manifestations of God, for they 
are in reality the foundation of the Divine Re­
ligion of Oneness. There is no change or 
transformation in this path."tay. It is the cause 
of human betterment, the acquisition of heav­
enly "irtues, and illtunination of human kind. 

But alas! that humanity is submergeil so ut­
terly in imitations, although the Reality of 
Divine Religion is ever the same. Most re­
grett3.bleis it that supersti tions have obscured 
the Reality, so that the world has become 
darkened and the illumination of Rcligion is 
not apparent. This darkness is condUCive to 
differences because dogmas and rites are va­
rious and have become the tause of discord 
between the religious systems whereas Relig­
ion is for the unification of mankind. Religion 
is the caus-e of love amongst men, the cause 
of amity, the callse of the acquisition of praise_ 
worthy qualities, but people have become sub­
merged in the sea of imitation, and holding to 
these counterfeits, are utterly negligent of the 
Reality which unifies and arc bereft of the 
radiance of Religion. They are holding to 
superstitions which are a heritage from their 
fathers and ancestors. To the extent that 
these imitations have caused darkness, they 
have takcn away the light of Religion. That 
which was meant to be conducive of life has 
hccome conducive of death; that which was an 
evidence of knowledge has become a proof 
of ignorance; that which was a factor in the 
sublimity of human nature has proved to he a 
cause of its degradation. Therefore the realm 
of the religionist has gradually disappeared 
and become darkened and the world of the 
materialist has daily advanced. For that which 
the former held to was no other than counter­
feit or imitation, while holiness and sacred 
Reality of Religion was negl«tcd and dis­
carded. 

(CO"t/,,"e<l 0" pall'e lOS] 
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"I AM WAITING. I AM PATIENTLY WAITING" 

F
RIENDS, the time is coming when I shall be no longer with you. 1 have done 

all that could bt: done. I have served the Cause of BAHA'O'LL.AH to the ut­
most of my ability. I have labored night and day all the years of my life. 

o how I long to lee the believers shouldering the responsibilities of the 
Cause! This is the time of the proclamation of the Kingdom of ABHA! This is the 
hour of Union and Atcord! This is the day of the spiritual harmony of the friends of 
Cod! All the resources of my physical strength are exhausted and the 'Pint of my life 
is the newt of the Unity of the people of Baha. I am straining my eart toward the East 
and toward the West. toward the North and toward the South, perchance I miiht hear 
the songs of love and good-fdlowsh ip raited from the meetinp of the believeD. My 
daYI are numbered, and save this there is no joy left for me. 

o how I yearn to lee the friends united like unto a strand of shining pearl. 
like the brilliant Pleiades, like the rays of the sun and the gazelles of one meadow' 
The nightingale of signi6cance is siniing for them; will they not listen} The bird of 
paradise is warbling; will they not heed} The Angel of the Kingdom of ABHA is 
calling to them; will they not hearken} The Mcss«lger of the Covenant is pleading; 
will they not obey} 

Ah me! 1 am waiting. waiting to hear the glad newl that the be1ievers are the 
embodiment of sincerity and loyalty, that they are the incarnation of love and amity and 
the visible symbols of unity and concord! Will they DOt rejoice my heart} Will they 
not ntisfy my cravings} Will they not comply with my request} Will they not ful61l 
my anticipations} Will they not answer my call} 

I am waiting. I am palienll~ wailing/ 

-ABDUL.BAHA ABBAS 
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ADDRESSES DELIVERED BY ABDUL-BAHA AT PHILADELPHIA 
[Co~tlllued from P_If" 1031 

\Vhen the sun sets, it is the time for bats to 
fly. They waf ~cal1,e they are birds of the 
night. As the light of Religion became dark­
ened, the materialist ic birds began to fl y. They 
are the 0015 o f night. As the sun o f rel igion 
sets it is their time for activity. The world has 
been darkened and clouds han spread over it. 

His U oJines.s BAHA'O'LLAU has appeared from 
the eastern horizon. Like unto a sun li e has 
come into the world. He bas reflected the 
Reality o f Divine Religion and dispelled the 
darkncu of imitation, He has laid down the 
foundation fo r new T eachings, and thereby 
ruu5Citated the earth. 

I NVESTIGATION OF REALITY. 

The first teaching of BAlU'O'LLAH i~ the in­
vestigation of Reality. Man must investigate 
Reality himself, forsaking imitation. As the 
na tions of the ,",'Orld a re pursuing certain ind· 
lat ions, and imitations are various, the differ· 
ences have bco;en producth'c of st rife and war· 
fare. So long as these imitations remain, the 
onen~s of the world.ol humanity is impossible. 
Therefore we must investigate the Reali ty in 
order that through Its Light this darkness may 
be dispelled. For Reality is One Reality. It 
does not accept multiplicity or division. If aU 
the nations of the world investigate Reality, 
they will agree and bco;come united. 
~Iany people and sects in Per~ia have invest i­

gated the Reality. They have become united 
and agreed aud now live in a state of utmost 
uni ty and accord, agreement and love; there is 
no longer the least trace of strife or disagree· 
ment amongst them. 

Consider! The Jews were c:o:pecting the ap· 
pearance of the Messiah, looking forY,rard to it 
with heart and soul. But because they were 
submerged in imitation, they did not believe in 
His IIoliness Jesus Chri~t when He appcared, 
and finally arose against Hinl, even to the point 
of persecution. Had they inyestigatcd Reality, 
they would have aecepted their promised Mes­
siah. These blind imitations fill t he ..... ,orld 
..... ith darkness, cause ..... arfare and become the 
eau~e of rancor and hatred. Therefo re we 
must irl\'estigate Reality in order to elCtricate 
ourselvcs from all these conditions. Thus may 
our faces become illumined and may we find 
the pathway .to the King(lom of God. 

UNITY OF ltASKIND. 

T he second teaching of B AU A'O'LLAH con· 
cerns the unity of mankind. All mankind is 

one family and all are the servants of God. 
God has created all; all arc the drildren of 
God; God prO\'ides for all; God rears and 
nurtures aU ; God is kind to all . Why should 
we be unkind? This is the policy of God, the 
lights o f which have shown up the whole 
wor ld; His sun is shining upon all; His douds 
send down rain upon all; His breer.es refresh 
all. Therefore it becomes eddcnt that human 
kind without exception is sheltered beneath His 
protection. At most some arc imperfect, they 
must be per fected; some are ignorant, they 
must be taught ; some a re ill, they must be 
t reated; some are asleep, they must be a ..... ak· 
ened. The child must not be opprcssed be· 
cause he is a child, he must be educated; the 
patient must not be neglected because he is 
sick, nay rather one mllst entertain compassion 
for him, he must be healed. This makes it 
evident that the anim03ity which exists between 
the religious splems must be di~pel!ed, and 
conditions o f 10\'e and amity be cntertained by 
them all. 

REl.ICro.'l THE CAUSE Of PEA CE. 

The third teaching o f BAHA'O'LLAH is that 
Religion must be the cause of amity, Ihe cause 
o f unification and the nearness of God to man. 
I f Religion be the ouse of animosity and 
warfare, then surely non-religiOIl is Uetter than 
religion, and an irreligious lIlali is better than 
one who is religious. ~ay, on the contrary 
Religion must be the cause of love, a bond tu 
uuify all humanity, a message from God. 

RELlGI{).'l A);'O SCIF.NCE MUST AGREE. 

The fourth teaching o f BAIfA'O'LLAIl is that 
Religion must correspond with science. For 
God has elldowed man with mind or reason 
whereby he is required to determine the verity 
of propositions. I f religious que~tions be con~ 
trary to the standards of science, they are no 
other than pure superstition an<! imagination. 
For the op()05ite of knowledge is ignorance. 
Unquestionably religion must agree with sei· 
ence. It must he reasonable in order that it 
may inst il man ...... ith confidence. If a question 
be contrary 10 reason and science, it is impos. 
sible for 1l1.111 to attain confidence; he will 011-
w'a)'s be vacillating. 

Everything that nurtures prejuuice, whether 
that prejudice be religious, sectarian, patriotic 
or political, i , a destroyer of the fIrm founda· 
tion o f humanity. Prejudice is the destroyer 
of human happiness, no matter v .. hat form it 
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assum~. Until existing pnj udices pa..5S away it 
is impossible for the world of humanity to 
advance. Everywhere we witness religious, 
racial, sectarian, patriotic or political bias and 
partisanship. 

For six thousand years the world of human­
ity has been resrleu and the cause of its rest­
lessness is prejudice. As long as prejudice reo 
mains, warfare will continue, anim06ity and 
hatred will prevail. Therefore if we seck to 
establish peace we must cast aside aU thue 
pn'judices for otherwise it is impossible to lind 
agreement and composure.. 

E('OSOWIC IUtADJUSTIlENT. 

Fifth: Among the teachings of BAIlA'­

O'LLAH are principles which concern the read­
justment of livdihood, that is to say. certain 
regulations are revealed which insure the wel­
fare and well being of all humanity. JlUt as 
the rich mall elljoys his rest and his pleas­
ures surrounded by luxuries, the poor man 
must likewise haw' a hnm(', be provided with 
sustenance, and not be in want. In order that 
all human kind may be at ease, the readjust­
ment of the economical situation is necessary 
and of the utmost importance; until this is 
effected happiness is imposSIble. 

EQUAUZATIOY OF lUCHt'S. 

Sixth: The equalization of rights. All are 
equal in the estimation of God; their right! 
are one and there is no distinction for any 
soul; all are protected beneath the justice of 
God. 

EDUC.UION OF ALL, 

Seventh: The same education of all man­
kind is a necessity. All the standards of edu­
cation in schools must be the same, that is to 
say the lame curriculUm should be followed 
and the basis of ethics should be one. 

A USl\·U.S ... L LAS(;UACr.. 

Eighth: The oneness of language, namely 
that a universal language shall be adopted 
which shall be taught by all the schools and 
academies of the world. A COllUnittee appointed 
by national bodies of learning shall elect a suit­
able language to be used as a means of inter­
national communication, and that language shall 
be taught in aU the schools of the world in 
order that everyone shall need but two lan­
guages, his national tongue and the universal 

language. All will acqui re the internationa l 
language. This is one of Ihe great factors in 
the unification of nlan. 

IQUALl"JY or MIS ASD WOMEN. 

Among the principles of BAHA'O'f..LAH is one 
which concerns the equality of men and women; 
-that men and women are all the progeny of 
Adam. For female and the male gender are 
not particularized to humanity. Gender also 
exists in the vegetable and animal kingdoms, 
but without distinction or preference. Consider 
that in the vegetable kingdom there is no pre!­
c:rence whatsOC:"er between male and female; 
there is complde equality. Likewise in the ani­
mal kingdom, between male and the female the!"e 
is no preference whatever; all are beneath the 
protection of God. Man is the noblest of crea­
tures. Is it becoming that he should observe: 
such distinction? Unquestionably it is not. The 
lack of progress and development by women 
has been due to the lack of equal education. 
I f women had hun educated equally with 
men, there is no doubt that they would be 
the peers of men, and that the capacities of 
the men would be acquired by them. The 
happiness of mankind will be realized when 
women advance equally with men. Then will 
it ~ complete:. 

P~()TEC"JION OF TilE HOLY SPII.I"J. 

The ninth principle which He set forth is 
that the world of humanity cannot truly ad­
vance through mere physical powers and intel­
J.ectual attainments. Nay rather, in order that 
the world may really and wonderfully ad­
vance, the protection of the Holy Spirit is 
needed; the Divine Father must assist the hu­
man world 10 altain maturity. The: human 
oody is in need of material force, but the !.pirit 
has na:d of the: Holy Spirit. Were it not for 
the prote:ction of the Holy Spirit the human 
world would be extinguished. His HaHne:u 
Jesus Christ declared "Let the dead bury the 
dead." This statement of His H oliness indi­
cates "That which is horn of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is oorn of the Spirit is spirit," 
and it beconu:s manifest that the human spirit 
which is not protected beneath the Holy Spirit 
is dead. It is clear that the human spirit is in 
need of the: resuscitation of the Holy Spiri t, 
otherwise though materially advanced man 
cannot attain full and complete progress. 

OUR PERsiAN SECTION tbls luue coetalnl: (I) The neceulty nf an Educa!or; (!) the neee .. ;ly of Uolly: 
(3) Ihe Lo rd leall mallkilld: (4) Iwo kinds of Docton: (5) "AdmonISh, for admonlshln&' tl belleReta] to the bellev 
e .... : (6)traallat!1)1I I)f article publl.hed In a RudapMl newspaper-an echo ot Abdul· Baha '. vlllt: (7) the necUI!ty 
of ReUir!na--(ll)nl!nued: (6) Bahlll studenl. irradullle t-om Beyru! r"nelle: (9) neWI frnm Ibe HOly Land. 
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Tbe .. "tlOIIi 01 EUrope .r~.t w.r .. lth e.ch otber •• we frO to prell. Thi, luue of !h,. 
s ..... OF TRIO W ... T h., beell compiled with th.t calamity 10 mind. THE &DlTOIl& 

"THE 'MOST GREAT PEACE'SHALL 

PRAISE be to God that thou hast attained! . . . 
Thou hast come to see a prisoner and an exile 
. . . We desire but the good of the world and 

happiness of the nations; yet they deem us a stirrer up 
of strife and sedition worthy of bondage and banish· 
ment. . . . That all nations should become one in 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection 
and unity between the sons of men should be strength· 
ened: that the diversity of religion should cease, and 
differences of race be annuled-what harm is there in 
this ? Yet so it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these 
ruinous wars shall pass away, and the "Most Great 
Peace" shall come .... Do not you in Europe need 
this alsoi Is not this that which Christ foretold i . .. 
Yet do we see your kings and rulers lavishing their 
treasures more freely on means for the destruction of 
the human race than on that which would conduce to 
the happiness of mankind. . . . These strifes and this 
bloodshed and discord must cease, and all men be as 
one kindred and one family .... Let not a man glory 
in this, that he loves his country; let him rather glory 
in this, that he loves his kind. 

-BAHA'O'LLAH 

Word. ,poken al AIIII. to Prof. E. G. Browne III l!90. 
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THE WEST 

THE PA LACE OF PEACE 
AT THE HAG UE. 

This n"bla bu!ldlD.£' I. not .. pathe!!" futility, 
but the symbol of a Kreal and li:rowlnil' Idea, 
peace on earlh. IlOOd will between men. 

Amid the club of arma the very ed.lcoee 
of tbe Palace of Peace Is tOrtrOII"n. hut it SIll! 
&Iands at the Dutch . eaport ... prophecy alld 
port"n, 01 the Ume tbat, dl&tant thoulo!h It no .. 
seema. 15 ."rely COmIDi, when men .hall beat 
their swords into ploo!i:haha rC5 and tbelr speara 
inl<> prunIIlK-hooka, and Ihe nadona sballiearn 
war no more. 

From 'i;!.c C""'llo~ Common_allh 
London, EIIl[l •• u] 

TIME TO ABOLISH WAR-THE BEGINNINGS OF WORLD UNITY 
F ,om the Chk_ Dol41 N."" 

"'hile Ihe pretent war is t>nnouotedly to be a jp"eat 
s,ep preparatory to the downfall of Imperiali'm and 
the end of the pHknt .y.tem of wodd governmen t , 
whete uch nation pnsumes to keep up an a!TIIed force 
wherewith to seule it. di'pute., the b..ainninga 01 
real world government by law are taking place. 

The t ... o .ig-nificant faetou in laying the lounda­
tion. 01 an intellig.nt parliament 01 man are Holland 
ail..! the Unit.d Sial .. of America. 

Since the' Jay truty of 1794, which introduced arbi. 
Iralion into Ihe modern practice of nat;ono, Ihe 
United States ha. been a lead .. in the peaceful aet· 
tlement 01 international diff.rence •• 

Since the mee ting 01 the firsl peace conl.rence a t 
The Hague in IS99 Holland hal been th e center of 
international deyelopment, 

Dy "irIU. of it. position and its tradition the Dutch 
city of The Hague has t...eome the unofficial capilal 
01 the n.", world order. 

That new world order i. that nation. IhaH no more 
appeal to arm. in their dealing. one with another, 
but .hall bring theiT cue into law and Icttle il by 
rearon. 

The nccu ... ry corollary of this although out of 
re.p..,t for the high'mightine" of the nations it i. 
nnt mrntioned, is that nation •• hall cease the prac· 
tice of keeping up .ach a buge army and navy. 

It i. the presence. the ni!!.nc., 01 large arma· 
ment. that w .. the cau.e of the European oUlbreak. 
Th~ unwillingn ... of nations to abandon militari.m 
and to agr~e upon lell"'ll arbitration i. costing Ihem 
untold live ... n<l trea.ure, 

Pride, medinalism, autocracy and militarism arc 
not mue pic turesque .tupidity; they contain in them· 
selve. the .eed~ of the de.truction of the world. 

Throu!h the efforn of Me. Dryan t,..en . y·one coun· 
tri •• Uu y 24, 191~) have ent .. «1 into trcatico indo .. • 
ing the puce plan. 

While the.., truties differ in minor details •• hey 
are all .imilar to the agretment betwern the Unit«l 
State. and Holland. 

The main thing in all the trutiu mentioned i. 
that the t wo ".tion. in the compac. alf'"ee "tbat all 
disput •• I><otw.en Ihem, of every "atUre whatsoever," 
.hall b. "relerred for investigation and report to a 
permanent int.rnational "ommiuion." 

They agr.., not to begin hostili.ies until this com· 
mi .. ion has made ill report. 

Tha t i. the giM Ollne matter. ,"0 truty ;" worth 
the paper i t i. writlen on unl.n all di.pnle , are to b. 
arbitrated. So long a . there i. a loophole for quu­
tion. of honor just 110 long wil! nations have an .". 
cus. to continue the abhorrent practice 01 militarism. 

Rulers 01 the world, you mU!! get togetboc and lay 
<lown your arm. or you will perish by your own 
obotina,,), I 

" Un"ed SUte. "I th. "YI'orld il a5 nec ... "ry al 
a United S tat .. of Ameri",," 

Only !IO will the intolerable burden 01 military 
preparednn. be lifted from the bach 01 the world'. 
worh ... 

Only "0 will the menaO' of Armageddon, brought 
on by cbauvin;stic madM .. , be remov«l. 

N() permanent pea"e io po •• ible by preponderance 
01 arm'. 

And quietly but surely the Unit.d Statc. of Amer· 

ica i. bying th. foundation 01 the neW programme. 
Th. Federation o f tbe World. 

This brings up an<>ther point: What;. the pres· 
ent European war aU about? 

You know th~ alleged cauoc--that Au.tria d~dare. 
Servia .hould be punished for lOitering tbe move 
m.nt to dismember AU5tria·Hunllary. 

A de~per caufC i. the anci.nt raCe hate b..tween 
German and Slav. 'Var i. coll..,tive hate. 

A rea ... n ItiU deeper and more real i. the fact that 
million. of men are kept under arms, drill«l, im· 
pregnated with notion. of military glory, and bence 
.... lcoming any ",ar ao an outlet lor their entbusiasm 
and an opportunity lor advancement. 

The greate.t cauSe for war i. military prepatedn .... 
'Vben a nation .pend. mlilion. of dollar. for fire· 
work. soon.r or laler they ,,'ant to lee tbem fired off, 
When 500,000 young men have been practicing witb 
IIUn. lor yea .. , by and by they want to shoot lome· 
""",,. 

That i. about all th .re i. to it. Europe'. method 
of keeping the peace-by maintaining enormoUo arm· 
aments-i . the moot towering folly thai tbe minds 
of .ruy m.n Can ""nceive. 

Tire plain, oimplt, .cn.ible thing lor EUrope to do 
i. to federate-to form a union ...,mewhat on the 
order of 'he United Statel of America. Then each 
nation might a1lend to its own affai .. and all inter· 
national dispute . could be adjusted by a European 
tribunal. At the di,poul of this tribunal, to enlorce 
in de<:ree •• hould be one army and one navy, 

War between on. EurOI.'.an Itale and another, u 
between Au.otria and Sc",,~ Ihould be .. impo .. ible 
.. Wl.r between Ohio and Indiana. 

Tbe old the<lry of ~ntire national independence has 
broken down. Kationo arc mutually depcndetll. What 
injures one injur .. the other. One'. lou i. no more 
the other'. pin. 

A general European WaT would mean inconceivable 
ruin. It would d •• ,roy the wor.le, of man that have 

been Ilo"'ly perfecting for year., It would b.. to 
Europe wbat tbe earthquake and fire were to San 
Franci""o. It "'ould be pure deltruction. 

Perhaps it wjJ] take a hideoul univenal conllic t 
for the nations to lee thi... When they have walled 
their SlIbstance and decimated their popula tion and 
otand bl.edinll", bankrup t and heggared, then Ihey 
may be rutoT.d to tbeir till"ht mind •. 

Perhap' tben they may .e~ that national vanity 
and touchiness, truculencl and war preparedn .. ! arc 
.. ter';bly d .. tructive In idiotic in a Itatc u vanity, 
bullying anll boasting are vicious in a boy. . . . 

Po"ibly when th~y have had their fight out and 
arc prostrate from th~ir insane anger th.y may be 
willinR" to look acro .... the lea to these mill"hty stat •• 
bound.n\l" forward in that p rospuily that is the fruit 
of co.operation. 

:.lations learn .\o ... ·!y and oftent;m .. at a dear price. 
And ;t may take the incalculable horror 01 a va.t 
t;ur0l'ean cataclysm to teach tbe .tate. 01 tbe old 
world how vain and how unworkable i. the wornoul 
idea of rival .mpir" .. f.~arded by armed forcu, 
and how practical is the tdea of f.deration aecurr<! 
by law. 

And i t may be that in the my"ter'ou. mind 01 duo 
tiny Ihis dr~ad hayoc i. dcoigned to b~ the mean. " I 
bringing about the United State. of Eueope. 

FRANK CRANE. 
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UNIVERSAL PEACE 

Questionl asked of and ans .. er. given by Abdul-Baha Abba. 

!',om the Di~ry of Mirzl> AII ... 04 S~lIrob, May II-a, 191~. 

Q
UESTION: "What is the greatest nttd 
of the world of humani ty?" 

An.m;cr: 'Today in the world of hu­
manity the most import3rlt matter is the ques­
tion of Universal Pea~e. The realization oE 
this principle is the crying need of the time. 
People have become restive and discontented. 
The political world of every civilized nation 
has become a vast arena for the uhibi tion of 
militarism and the display of martial spirit. 
The minds of the statesmen and Cabinet Min­
isters of every government are chieAy occu­
pied with the question of war, and the coun­
cil chambers are resounding with the call to 
war. Self-interest i ~ at the bottom of every 
war. Greed, commerce, exploitation, the 
pnshing fu rther o f the boundaries of the king­
dom, colonization, the preservation o f the 
treaty r ights, the safeguarding of the li ves 
and interests of the citizens, are a few of the 
pretexts of going into war. And it has been 
prO,'en by experience that the results of war 
are ruinons, both to the conquerors and the 
conquered. Countries are laid waste, public 
property trampled under foot, eommerce is 
paralyzed, fields erim.oned with innocent 
blood, and the progress of the world retarded. 
How ean a person rectify a wrong by com­
mitting a greater wrong-shedding the blood 
of his brothers? The major part o f the reve­
nue of evcry eountry is expended over mili­
tary preparations, infemal engines, the filling 
o f arsenals with powder and shot, the con­
struction of rapid-firing guns, the bnilding of 
fortifications and soldiers' barracks and the 
annual maintenance of the anny and navy. 
From the peasants upward every class of so­
ciety is heavily taxed 10 feed th is insatiable 
monster of war. The poor people have wrested 
from them all that they make with the sweat 
o f thei r brows and the labor of their hands. 

"In reality war is continuous. The moral 
effect o f the expenditures o f these colossal 

SUITI.'; of money for military purposes is just 
as deteriorating as the actual war and its tra in 
o f dreadful carnage and horrors. The ideal 
and Aoral forces of the contending partics be­
come barbaric and bestial, the spir itual powers 
are stunted and the laws of divine civilization 
3re disregarded. Such. a fmaneial drain ossi­
fies the veins and muscles of the body-politie, 
and congeals the delicate sensibilitiu of the 
spiri t. 

"There is not the least doubt that the nation 
o r tlie government which puts forward an ex­
traordinary effort in the promotion o f Uni­
versal Peace, will be encircled wi th Divine 
Confinnations, and will be t he object o f honor 
and respect among all the inhabitants of the 
earth. Such an action will become conducive 
to the prosperity and well-being of mankind. 
Concerning th is question of Unh'ersal Peace, 
fifty years ago His Holiness BAHA'O'U.AH 

wrote to all the Sovereigns and Monarchs of 
t he world, explaining in detail the benefits of 
peace and the evils o f bloodshed. Among 
other things He hath said: 'Originally man­
kind wa~ one family, united and compact; later 
thc members o f this happy family were 
divided and subdivided through ignorance and 
prejudice. Now the time has come again for 
thcir final unification. Uni"ersal Peace will 
br ing about this long-wished-for consumma­
tion." 

"Once the Parliament of Man is established 
and its constituent parts organized, the gov­
ernments of the world having entered into a 
covenant of eternal fri endship will ha\'e no 
need of keeping large standing armies and 
navies. A few battalions to preserve intemal 
order, and an International Police to keep the 
highways of the seas clear. are an that will be 
necessary. Then these huge sums wi!! be di­
verted to other more useful channf:is, pauper­
i~m will disappear, knowledge ..... ill incn:ase. 
the victories o f Peace will be sung by poets 
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and bards. knowledge will improve the con­
ditions and mankind will be rocked in the 
cradle of fe1itity and bliss. Then, whether 
a government is constitutional or republican, 
hereditary monarchy or democratic, the rul­
ers will dc\·ote their time to the prosperity of 
their nations, the legislation of just and sane 
laws and the fostering of closer and more 
amicable relations with their neighbors-thus 
will the world of humanity become a mirror 
reflecting the drtu('S and attributes of the 
Kingdom of God." 

Qut'S/ion . "What is your opinion concern­
ing disannament?" 

AIIJ'U'tr; "By a general agreement all the 
governments of the world must disarm simul­
taneously and at the same time. It will not 
do if one lays down the arms and the other 
refuses to do so. The nations of the world 
must concur with each other concerning thi .. 
supremely important 5nbject, thus they may 
abandon together Ihe deadly weapons of 
human slaughter. As long as one natioll in­
eff!a.ses her military and naval budget, an­
other nation will be forced into this cra7ed 
cOIII~tition through her natural and supposed 
interests_ For examplc, Germany has unceas­
ingly added to a vast sum for the maintenance 
of her army: this alarms the French statesmen 
and volatile patriotS, and affects the calm and 
steady nerves of the Briti.hers across the 
channel. Immediately there will be TUmOn 
of war: German aggression, German ambition, 
the ye!1ow journals write scaring editorials, 
jingoism becomes the topic of the capitals and 
the air will be fi!!ed with ~uspicion~. Someone 
will see, for the purpo~e of expediency, a Ger­
man dirigible flying over French fortifications 
or English forts, making obsef\-ation~, where­
upon a hue and a cry will he rai!>Cd from e,'ery 
quarter of the country, and thus there will he a 
corre§ponding increase in Ihe e5!imates of the 
Minister of \Var for the defense of our homes 
and our hearthS, our womcn and our sweet­
hearts, from the attacks of strangers l' The 
same argument is resorted to when the French 
natiOI! adds one or two years to her military 
conscription, and the English Imperialists em­
phasize in public meetings the doctrine of the 
'double standard power .' Now as long as 
Germany continues in her own military per­
fection, the French will walk in her footsteps, 
trying at every turn to increase their own war 
ammunition, to be prepared for any national 
crisis or ~udden attack. Hente, it seems, the 
only solution lies in the rad o f universal di~· 
armament on the part of the nations. 

"\Vhen we speak of Universal Peace, we 
mean that all the governments must change 
their fleets of battleships and dreadnaughts to 
a mighty Reet of merchant marine, plying the 
oceans of the world, uniting the distant shores 
and interweaving the commercial, intellectual 
and moral forces of mankind. But should 
England alone transform the character of her 
warships, she would be at the mercy of her ene­
mie~ and would remain powerless and defell5e­
less, The British Isles would unquestionably be 
threatened by a powerful im'ading, well-dis­
ciplined host. Hence, a~ide from any national 
prowns, the English people would be pushed 
into this welh:ring whirlpool of military and 
na\'al expenditures, and would be struggling to 
keep their heads above the Sl'l'thing water all 
around them, which, unltss calmed down, would 
drown all of thcm, irrespective of any nation­
ality. 

"Oncc a person met his fricnd in the street, 
and aftcr the exchange of courtesies, gave him 
a hard blow in the face. 'Why dost thou do 
this?' 'Hast thou not rcad in the Gospel 
wherein Christ say:;-WhosOt.\·er shall smite 
thee on thy right chCf'k, IIJrn to him the other 
also !-Now according to this admonition, let 
me smite thee on thy lC£t cheek also.' The 
man submittcd to the second blow quite will ­
ingly, and they partet!. Next day, they met 
each other agaill, and the man received two 
more blows on his checks without any evident 
murmur. They met the third day, and he was 
going to inHic! Ilpon him the same blows. 
'Wait a minute. my friend. I am not the only 
person in the world to live atcording to the 
Teaching of Christ. ThOll also art onl' I 
ha\-e obeyed Him IWO days, and the next t\\'(1 
dars will be thy turn.' With Ittese word~, he 
~mote the man on his cheek, and asked him to 
'turn the other also.' 

"Kow the question of di~armament mllSt be 
put into practice by all the nations and not 
ollly by one or two. Consequently the advo­
cates of Peace must stri\'e day and night, 50 
that the individuals of every country m:JY 
hecome peace-lm·jng, public opinion may gain 
a strong and permanent footing. and day by 
day the army of I nternational Peace be in­
creasM, complete disarmament be- rea lized and 
the f'la!it' of Universal Conciliation be waving 
on the summit of the mountains of the earth." 

Question:. "How can Unh'ersal Peace be 
realized?" 

An.ru.'t1'r: "The ideals of Peace must be 
nurtured and spread among the inhabitants 
of the world; they must be instructed in the 
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school of Peact: and the evils of waf. First: 
The financiers and bankers must desist from 
lending money to any gon:rnment contem­
plating to wage an unj ust war upon an inno­
cent nation. Second: The presidents and 
managers of the T3iiroads and steamship com­
panies must refrain from transporting war 
ammunition, infernal engines, guns, cannons 
and powder from onc country into anothtr. 
Third: The soldIers must petition, through 
their T('presentatives, the :\1iniuers of \Var, the 
politicians, the Congrcismen and the generals 
to put forth in a dear, intelligible language the 
rea~on5 and the cau~es which h:w(' brought them 
10 the brink of such a national calamity. The 
soldiers must demaNd tilis as one of the pre­
rogatives. "Demonstrate to us,' they must say, 
'that this is a just war, and we will then enter 
into the battlefield otherv.·ise we will not take 
one step. 0 yc kings and rulers, politicians and 
war-mongers; ye who spend your lives in 
most exquisite palaces of Italian architecture; 
ye who sleep in airy, well-ventilated apart­
ments; ye who decorate your reception and 
dining halls with lovcly pictures, sculptures, 
hangings and frescoes j ye who walk in per­
fect elysiums. wreathed in orange and myrtle 
groves, the air redolent with delicious per­
fumes and vocal with the sweet songs of a 
thousand birds, the earth like a luxuriant car­
pet of emerald grau, bright flowers dotting 
the meadows and trees clothed in verdure; ye 
who are dressed in costly silk and fincly­
woven textures: ye who lie down on soft, 
feathery COllches; ye who partake of the most 
delicious and savoury dishes; ye who enjoy the 

utmost ease and comfort in your wondrous 
mansions; ye who attend rare mllsical concerts 
whenever you feel a little disconcerted and 
sad; ye who adorn your large halls with green 
festoons and cut flowers, fresh garlands and 
verdant wreaths, illumining them with thou­
sands of electric lights, while the exquisite 
fragrance of the flowers, the soft, Tavishing 
music, the fairy-like illumination, lends en­
chantment; ye who are in such environment: 
Come forth from your hiding-places, enter into 
the battlefield if you like to attack each other 
and tear each other to pieces if you dcsire to air 
your so-<:alled contentions. The discord and 
feud are bct"'een you; why do you make us, in­
noccnt people, a party to it? I f fighting and 
bloodshed are good things, then. lead us into 
the fray by your presence!' 

··In short, every means that produces war 
must be checked and the causes that prevent 
the occurrence of war be advanced ;--50 that 
physical conflict may become an impossibilit)·. 
On the other hand, e,·ery country must be 
properly delimited, its exact frontiers marked, 
its national integrity secured, its permanent 
independence protected, and its vital interest~ 

honored by the family of nations. These ser­
vice~ ought to be rendered by an impartial, 
international Commiuion. In tbis manner all 
causes of friction and differences will be re­
moved. And in case there should arise some 
disputes betwet"n them, they could arbitrate be­
fore the Parliament of Man, the repre!lt'nlatives 
of which should be chosen from among the 
wisest and most judidous men of all the na­
lions of thc world." 

OTHER QUESTIONS AND At\SWERS 

W I/AT is Ihc objet/it·' point of Ih, 
Bohoisr" 

Abdul-Baha answercd: "In the world 
of hUmanity, every person is stimulated by a cer­
tain ohjcctive point. The objective point of a soul 
is the acquirement of wealth. lie concentrates all 
his ambition around the actualitation of this 
cherished hope. The objective point of an­
other soul is to attain the highest official posi. 
tion. He strives day and night to gain the 
confidence of the public and the administra­
tive authorities, so that they may promote him, 
through his merit, to the position of honor and 
fame among his fellow-men. The objective 
point of a third person is the acquisition of sci­
ence and art. He spends all his energy and 
force in this direction. The objective point of 
a fourth soul is to satisfy his selfish appetites 

and lust_ He thinks of no other things save 
those dements which might contribute to the 
gratification of his animal proPf:nsities. But 
the objective point of the Bahais is to pro­
mote the Principles of nAHA'O'LLAlI, to unfurl 
tbe Flag of Divine Brotherhood, to serve the 
cause of Universal Peace, to ~pirituali!e man­
kind through the Breaths of the Holy Spirit, 
and to establish the kingdom of justice. Jove 
and mercy in the hearts of the people of the 
world. This is the objec:tive point of the Ba­
hais. Dost thou think it is worthy of emula­
tion? In comparison to this, all the other ob­
jective points are trivial and unworthy of one's 
devotion. \Ve must live in such a manner as 
to merit the attainment of this Most Great 
Bestowal! This is our glory! This is our 
eomfort! This is the sublimity of our effort! 
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This is our highest desird Supposing that WI!; 

might become the real Kings of this world, and 
all our hopes and wishes be realized, but not 
be confirmed in the ~preading of the Cause­
gTea! regret would be facing us. And though 
we might be enabled to enjoy the TaTC delica­
cies of wealth and the refined privileges of 
education, and be not assisted in the service 
of the !loll' Threshold, then manifest loss 
would stare into our eyes, everlasting remorse 
would encircle us, spiritual deprivation would 
be our share and harrowing grid would follow 
us. But if we arise in the diffusion of the 
Fragrances of the Paradise of AlIfU, and lack 
all the means of materia! comfort, eternal 
benediction will be vO'lci:safed, heavenl\" ex­
altation will be granted and divine ~atitude 
will be bestowed." 

"Dots lIIo/eriGl pursuit prr-vtnf spiritual prog­
rtss!" 

"Abdul"Daha said: "Material affairs are of 
two kinds. The first kind are those concerns 
that have no direct relation to life. They con­
tribute toward luxury, effeminacy, indoll'nce 
and voluptuousness. Indulgence in these things 
makcs one negligent of God and stiRes all 
traces of spirtuality. The other kind are those 
affairs which contribute toward the mainte­
nancc of livelihood, adding to the comfort, 
happinen and progress of the human family. 
Spiritual powers come always to the assistance 
of such affairs, they increase the moral insight 
and responsihility of man and add to his 
awareness and mindfulness." 

"What dots Abdul-Soha e.rpe(t us to do!" 

Abdul-Baha answered: "1 hope that who­
soeyer hears your words, sees your deeds and 
beholds your manners and behaviour. may de­
clare that these people are real Bahais-the 
incarnations of love and amity. I have trav­
eled far and wide. visited many countries, 
accepted many hardships and forcberne many 
difficulties, in order that the souls may rise 
in service and dedicate their rest, their posses­
sions, their wealth and their lives to the Cause 
of God. I desire that they may be drawn near 
unto God. and this is made possible only 
through the promulgation of the Religion of 
God. The Blessed Perfection sacrifi«<l His 
country, His household, His wealth. His glory, 

His affluence and even His Life for the prog­
ress of the Cause of God. If He so renounced 
everything, so that the heaven of the: divine 
Faith be upheld, then the duty of the believers 
is plain. 1 will pray in their behalf and sup­
plieate for them the Confirmations of BAHA'­

O'u..o.H; thus just as the rays of the sun pour 
upon all the contingent beings, likewise thc 
Effulgences of the Sun of Reality may so in­
terpenetrate every fiber of their beings that 
each one of them may become like unto a 
fruitful tree. Now is the dawn of the morn 
of Truth. Those who live in the depths of 
the dark ravines and deep "alleys do not see 
the first glimpses of the rising, glorious sun. 
Hence they cry out: \Ve do not sec the sun­
shine; we do not fed its warmth. But when 
the sun ascends to the zenith of the heayens, 
and stands at the meridian, then the valleys 
and ra"ines will be flooded with sunshine and 
even the blind will feel its heat." 

"What is Iht (ondilioll of faith!" 
The Beloved One answered: "The condi­

tion of Faith requires that man ascend to and 
abide in the station of sacrifice. Without this 
attainmem, ones faith is not perfect. The be­
lievers must soar toward the summit of self­
sacrifice. Peruse the history of pa~t Dispen­
sations. All those sanctified souls who at­
tained to the station of renunciation and 
reached the hiahest station of glory, are those 
who gave up thei r material joy, physical pleas­
ures, comfort, rest and even life for the sake 
of Truth. These conditions of Faith the be· 
lievers of Persia embodied in their lives. They 
were subjected to the utmost ignominy, oppres­
sion. imp-risonmcnt, their possessions were pil­
laged and many of them were martyred. Their 
faith was so firm that none of these tragic 
vicissitudes moved them. With the utmost ec­
stasy they renounced their possessions and sac­
rificed their lives. Nothing dismayed them 
This is the condition of faith. Whcn man has 
attained to this supreme station. then indeed 
his faith. will be like the splendor of the Sun 
of Reality; it will be an emanation of the 
spirit of Divinity. and an effulgence of the 
luminary of Deity. You pray and I will pray 
also. so that we may all attain to t his 5ublitru' 
height of faith-thus universal results may 
issue therefrom." 

OUR PERSIAN SECTIOt<." tbts IUllo eontalns: (1) The 1'",101 danllf'f 01 Ibe 111111.10: (2) r.blO necenlly 01 IIrm· 
neu durlllr the te,,,: (JJ the dulles ol_omen; (4) Tablet from Paris: ($) Kene .. al 01 Reltrlon ts ".II,ral. tberefo re 
III acco rd _lib 01,,1010 wl'dom: (Ii) letle. from tho friend.: (1) IIl1eraoees reKardlor the edlleadOIl ot ehlld",o: 
(S) leiter hom tbe Spiritual Auembly of Sarfaroush: (9) ..... ounc.ment ""rardior the prinllDr 01 the blessed 
writlnr: nO) the war 01 the _o,hl: (11) the remedy fo r thl, dlteue. 
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"WORK FOR T H E SAKE OF GOD AND FOR THE 
IMPROVEM ENT OF H UMANITY" 

Word. of Abdul-&ha to Wm. Jenning. Br)'an in 1912 
From the Diar, <>f Miru A~mad SQllrab, May Il, 1914. 

W BILE Abdul-Baha was journeying to.­
ward California in 1912, he stopped onc 
day at Lincoln, Nebraska, and caJ!ed at 

the home of William .r. Bryan, situated just 
outside of that town. Mr. Bryan was at the 
time campaigning in some part of the States, 
but Abdul-Bah was graciously rc:ceivcd by his 
charming wife and laicnl«\ daughter. In the 
light of recent events, a translation of Abdul­
Baha's talk (informal), which I took down 
while he spoke, may have more than an his­
torical interest to his friends and to our 
f riends :-

"1 have come especially to Lincoln 10 repa), 
the visit you made to me during your 
trip around the work!. At that time I was 
mueh grieved because on your second visit to 
Acca you were prevented from coming to see 
me by the surveillance of the guards. Those 
were difficult and troublesome days indeed I 
As it I~S imp05sible then to meet you, I was 
longing and praying for a greater opportunity 
and a better chance. 

Consider the power of His Holinest BAlIA'­
O'LLAU I I was a prisoner, and no one would 
ever have thought that I would be al1owe<l to 
leave, for one moment, the fortified town of 
Acca I But God took the chain from my neck 
and put it around the neck of Abdul Hamid. 
He is now surrounded with far worse ,suffer­
ings than those with which he surrounded me. 
l did not feel the pain of his fiendish per­
secutions, because I possessed the glad-tidings 
of the Kingdom, but he is afflicted with the 
pangs of n:gret and remorse as the result of 
his evil days. These dark days have come 
upon him as the consequence of his darker 
days of tyranny and oppression. 

"No one then could ever predict that a day 
would come when I would travel throughout 
the United S1ales, and more particularly visit 
in your hospitable home. From the day 
that I landed in America I have been antici­
pating meeting }Olr. Bryan and you. t am very 
sorry that he is not here, but, praise be to 
God, you are his noble and worthy represen­
tative. 

"I love this country with an exceeding- love, 
for its inhabitants are a noble people and its 
government is hir and just. Its citizens are 
enjoying the greatest amount of political and 
civic freedom. Tn reali ty every soul is a real 

SO\'ereign and dtlights in the fruit of his hard­
won liberty. Noone is harassed by secrct 
fears, and expresses his thoughts f reely and 
with no compwlction. The sphere of the minds 
is made radiant with dazzling ideals, and the 
circle for the discussion of progressi\'e and 
advanced problems of the age is as large as 
heal·en. Consequently 1 hope that this illus­
trious democracy may become confirmed in 
the establishment of Universal Peace, and Mr. 
Bryan may become t.he standard-bearer of the 
invulnerable army of Internallonal Arbitration. 
I am very hopeful that he may fulfil! my ex­
ptttation, because the greatest principle of 
His Holiness BAIIA'O'LLA)! is Universal Peace. 
He wrote about it in wonderful epistles to the 
governments of the world, urging them to 
come forward and lay the foundation of Inter­
national Conciliation among the religions, 
nations and raccs. 

"America has demonstrated great organizing 
capacity in this direction, and I truSt Mr. Bryan 
will exert his utmost influence, so that the 
basis of the palace of Universal Peace may be 
firmly secured, and that through his wise anri 
deliberate effort this sun may dawn from the 
horizon of the United States. 

"In short, convey to your respected husband 
my love and warm greeting, and say to him 
on my behalf: 'I eaUed at rour home and 
received a hearty welcome from your noble 
wife and daughter. I hope that before my re­
turn to the East I may hale the pleasure of 
meeting you. However, under all circum· 
stanCl:5 I shall never forget our meeting in 
Acca. and ever pray that you may become as­
siste-d in the accomplishment of such service 
as to cause you to shine like a brilliant star 
from the hori1.on of everlasting glory forever 
and ever. Your aim! and intentions are hon­
orabie, and their fuU realization conducive to 
the public weal. In aU your undertakings you 
have been aided by Cod in the past, and will 
be similarly reinforced in the future. If the 
wide scope of their results are not quite mani­
fest now, they will become evident afterward. 
\\fork for the sake of God and for the im­
provement of humanity without any expecta· 
tion of praise and reward. His Holiness Christ 
was not appredated in His lifetime. The mag­
nitude of His character al1d the sublimity of 
His teachil1gs were duly recognil'ed long after 

It.:ontinne<:l on ""ge 1221 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
IR~vuled in 19iJj 

To the Editor 0/ THE C lUlTSn"N Co)lMONWV,LTI1, LondO)I, Engllmd. 

lIE IS GoD! 
o thou esteemed and kind friend! 

After journeying throughout we United 
States of Amnica, and the great capitals and 
metropolis of Europe, I have returned to the 
East. With the results of this journey I am 
most pleased and weU satisfied - because I 
met noble people and associated with worthy 
souis, who are in reality the cause of honou r 
and glory to the world o f humanity. They 
were learned and WIse, weU-infomled of 
the realit ies of events and the well-wiihers of 
the human world, especially the advocates of 
universal peace. 

In these days the world of humanity is af­
flicted with a chronic disease. I t is one of 
bloodshed, the dest ruction of the divine edifice, 
the demolition of oues and \liIlages, the 
slaughter of the noble youths of the world of 
humanity, children becoming orphans and 
women homeless and shelterless. What calam­
ity is greater than this? What crime is more 
heinous than this? What disease i! more dan­
gerous than this? What folly is more direful 
than this? 

Consider that in former days there were only 
religious wan. but now there are racial and 
political wars fought at staggering expense and 
sacrifice. A thousand times alas for this ig­
norance, this bloodthirstiness and feroci ty I I 
became pleased with and grateful to the socie­
ties which are organized in the West fo r the 
promotion of univernl peace, and with whose 

presidents, officers and members J frequently 
con\lersed. I hope that the sphere of the acth'­
itits of these 50cicties may become from day 
to day enlarged j so that the lights of the higher 
id~als may illumine all regions, the oncness of 
the world of humanity be proclaimed in the 
East and in the West, and the world of human­
ity may alla;n to composure and well-being. 
These revered souls who are the servants of 
the world o f humanity and the promoters of 
the cause o f universal peaee shall ~re long shine 
like brilliant stars from the horj~on of man­
kind, flooding the regions with their glorious 
lights. 

In the past century freedom was proclaim~d, 
and the foundation o f liberty was laid in all 
the western countries. Praise be to God thac 
the sun of justice shone forth and the darlrness 
of despotism and tyranny disappeared. 

Now in this radiant century in which the 
world of humanitr is being matured it is as­
sured that the F1ag of Uni\lersal Peace shall 
become unfurled and sh:cll wave over all re­
gions of the globe. This is the most great 
principle of Baha'o'Uah, for the promotion of 
which all the Bahais are ready to sacrifice their 
possessions and their lives. 

Notwithstanding my bodily weakness and 
infirmity. r have traveled East and W est for 
the last three years. In every temple r crie'\ 
out and before every audience I raised my 
voice for the enlistment of their sympathy. J 
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declared the evils of war, and explained the 
benefits of Universal Peace. I elucidated the 
causes which lead to the honor and glory of 
the world of humanity, and told them of the 
ferocity and bloodthirstiness of the animal 
kingdom. I showed the defects of the world 
of nature and made an exposition of the means 
whereby the illumination of the world of hu­
manity is fuHy realir.ed. I unfolded and 
caused the appearance of the foundation of the 
divine religions, and proclaimed the teachings 
of His Holiness BAH"-'O'U.AH. I demonstrated 
the existence of God by irrefutable, rational 

afcna of actuality aUd practical demonstration. 
It is true that this question is of paramount 
importance, and wiJl not be realized easily. 
However, we must take hold of every means 
until the desired result is obtained. 

Fifty years ago whosoever talked about Uni­
versal Peace was not only ridiculed but called 
a visionary and utopian. Xow~praise be to 
God I-that at this time it has assumed such im­
portance that everyone acknOwledges that this 
question of Universal Peace is the light and 
spirit of this age. But they state that the path­
way to this much desired goal is obstructed by 

WAR SPEAKS 
From Ih" A IchiIOIl. Kan .. Glob" 

It :ovas Quiet after the rush of the day, a day ~eyotc? to marshaling bulletins from man)' 
places mto a somewhat coherent story of the prehmmanes of the w(lrld's greatest war-if It 
happens. And then the Quiet is broken by stem tones, and tbere arose the great figure of 
grim "isaged War and said: 

"T am \Var; to me men look for glory and lasting fame, and it is given. ::-'Iine are the 
most thrilling parts of history, and song and "erse and story pay tribute to my awful gran­
deur. Around the world the parks and plazas are marked by monuments and statues of the 
men I have given their share of fame. But still Nher monuments arc mine; my way is 
marked by dead men's bones, by shattered hopes and broken homes and devastatcd fields and 
fallen cities and wasted vineyards. Where I walk the green grass is trampled and silver 
rills run red until riven are also crims(ln. I am the Moloch which men worship, although I 
feed upon their bravest and fairest. Men are my mainstay, young men in the flo ..... er of 
strength preferred, and of the many offered I elaim vast numbers for my own, and give back 
others as maimed and broken creatnres, (lId and helpless before their time. But men alone 
are not enough; for them are the cold steel, the hurtling shells and sbrapnel, the buzzing 
bullets. nut their women and children, even to babes unborn, must help bear the burden that 
I bring. F(lr these tender ones I spread want and disease and famine, and add the dull 
despair hom of suspense and amdety for dear ones gone, perhaps forever. And yet I am 
but a ghost, c:-;:isting merely because mc.n think I must, and not because man needs me in 
working out his cberished plan." 

A dream, of course. for war is no single creature to arise and tell the truth of him­
~e\f, but thl"! monstrous w()rk of many men turned sa~'age to make a mockery of the civiliza­
tion and justice of which we boast. 

proofs, and proved the validity of all the 
prophets of God. I gave utterance to my 
inmost conviction that the reality of the relig­
ion of (iQd is the cause of the life of the 
world of humanity; it is dr-olinI' civilization and 
pure enlightenment. 

By the eltplanation of all these principles my 
object has been no other than the promotion of 
Universal Peace. Praise be to (fQd that I found 
hearing ears, observed seeing eyes, and discov­
ered informcd hearts. Therefore, I am well 
pleased with this journey. 

But on the other band the well-wishers of 
the world of humanity and the advocates of 
uni\'ersal peace must make an clttraordinary for_ 
ward movement, (lrganize important interna­
tional congresses, and invite as delegates most 
progressive and influential souls from all parts 
of the world; so that through their wise counsels 
and deliberations this ideal (If Universal Peace 
may leap out of the world of words into the 

a rtumber of n(lt clearly defined stumbling 
blocks, which, however, can be removed by in­
telligently and persistently educating public . . 
Opinion. 

I hope the noble leaders of the world of hu­
manity who are the divine bestowals among 
the people, and the means of pacification 
among the nations, will arise with the utmost 
of effort and wbole-hearted rtsolutioll to elt­
tinguish tbis world-raging conflagration, espe­
cially now that the blood of innocent people is 
freely shed in the Balkan States, the lamenta­
tions and moanings of the orpbans are reach­
ing to the very gate of heaven, and the dis­
consolate cries and harrowing agonies of the 
mothers penetrate our souls with the irresistible 
force (If human tragedy. Thns through the 
endeavors of these guardians of the rights of 
mankind the world of creation may enjoy the 
repose of conciliation, the banner of Universal 
Peace be unfurled, the tabernacle of the one-
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ness of the world of humanity he pitched, all 
mankind be gathered under its protecting 
shade, and the shining star of the eternal felic­
ity and happiness of the world of humanity 
may dawn with the utmost of brilliancy f rom 
the horilOn of international comity, and the 
luminous orb of the spiritual brotherhood of 

all races and tongues may illumine that united 
gathering of humaniy wit h the ineffable lights 
of God throughout countless ages and cydes. 

(Signed) ABDUt.-BAHA ABRAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sobrab, July 19, 
1913, Port Said, Egypt. 

" W ORK FOR TilE SAKE OF GOD AND FOR T HE IMPROVE~ENT OF H UMANITY " 
[Cont;nu~d from pa~" 119} 

His crucifixion. The present is always unim­
portant, but we must make OUT prescnt so 
filled with mighty, altruistic deeds as to assume 
5ignificant weight and momentous importance 
in the future. A shallow present will surely 
be followed by a superficial future. Christo­
pher Columhus and his idea, before the dis­
covery of America, were ridiculed and scoffed 
at, and he spent the last days of his eventful 
life in po\'erty, shame and prison. But now in 
whatever ci ty I cntcr I sec the houses, the 
parks, the streets and public buildings adorned 

with his picture and statue. All the prophets, 
philosophers, benefactors of the human race, 
leaders of great reforms. scientis ts, inventors 
and discoverers were not duly appreciated in 
their own days; nay, rather, they were perse­
cuted, maligned, thrown into pr ison and if 
possible put to death. The fact is they should 
have honored and adored them; but the !)eople 
are not, as a whole, worthy to worship the 
reality: they apotheosize the phantasm-a sup­
poscd image formed by their minds.' '' 

TA LK WITH A JEWISH RABBI 
From Ih~ D;a~, of }.ti~=a Ahmad Sohrab. Ma, 19. 1914. 

TliIS morning, Abdul-Baha went down 
stairs, and for nearly an hour he was 
walking in front of the hotel, watching 

the crowds of Jews who wefe selling cucum­
bers. Then a Jewish Rabbi, noted for his 
learning, called on him, and he invited him to 
come up and sit on the veranda. A fter a few 
preliminary ques tions about his own health and 
that of his relatives, Abdul-Baha asked him 
point-blank: "How long a rc you Jews going 
to wait for the coming of the Messiah? Day 
and night you are praying in your Synagogues 
to hasten His coming. Is He deaf tha t He 
does not lu:ar your invocations? Do YOIl im­
agine that Ilis hands arc tied? He came two 
thousand years ago, but you were then sound 
asleep and are yet afflicted wi th the same dis­
ease. \Vhy do ye not open you r eyes?" 

The Rabbi replied: "The Ch ristians claim 
that Jesus was the Son of God. Now if that 
was really so, would we have crucified Him?" 

Then Abdul-Baha answered: "The ti tle of 
sonship is first claimed by the Tsraelites. Tbere 
arc many references in the Old Testament as 
to their being the sons of God. In the Psalms 
the ti tle .of the Son is given to David. Nay, 
ra ther. if you read Exodus, Chapter 4, v. 16, 
Chapter 32, v. 1-23, Chapter 7, v. 1, you will 
realize tbat the appellation of 'God' is given 
to persons and things. In the Book of Job you 
will read also that 'there was a day when tbe 

sons of God camc to present themselves before 
the Lord.' Now you who claim to be the sons 
of God and the first-born of Israel rose first 
in rebellion against God, Moses and Aaron. 
For we read in )lumbers, Chapter 14, v. 2: 
'And all the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and ag;linst Aaron; and the 
whole congregation said unto tbem: \Vould 
God tbat we had died in the land of Egypt ! 
or would God that we had died in this wilder­
ness I and \Vherefore hath the Lord brought 
us unto this land ..... " Chapter 11 , v. 4 
and 5: 'And the children of Israel also wept 
again, and said: Who shal! give us flesh to 
eat? We remember the fish, which we did eat 
in Egypt; the cucumbers and the melons, and 
the leeks, and tbe onions and the g;lrlkk: And 
when Moses and Aaron t ried to remonstra te 
with you: 'All tbe congregation bade stone 
them with stones: Moreover you cut to pieces 
Isaiah the prophct, and beheaded J ('hn the son 
of Zechariah. All these facts go far to show 
that you must not consider it an impossible 
thing for the Jews to crucify the Son of God." 
Then wi th warmth and eloquence he pre­
sentoo to bim the irrefutable proofs concerning 
the validity of Christ, as he did in the Syna­
gogues of America, and how divine edncation 
i5 essential for the progress of any nation. 
The Rabbi was dumbfounded, and could not 
say a word to contradict tbe a rguments of 
Abdul-Baha. 
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"DESTROY YE THE FABRIC OF STRIFE 
AND WAR FROM THE FACE 

OF THE EARTH!" 

o ,Ye heavenly ones! 

Organize ye spiritual assemblies. Lay ye the 
foundation of union and concord in this world. Destroy ye 
the fabric of strife and war from the faco of the earth. 
Construct ye the temple of harmony and agreement. En­
kindle ye the light of the realm of the oneness of humanity. 
Open ye your eyes. Gaze and behold ye the Other 
World. The Kingdom of Peace, Salvation, Uprightness 
and Reconciliation is founded in the Invisible World, and 
it will by degrees become manifest and apparent through 
the power of the Word of God. I supplicate God that 
ye may become the army of that Kingdom. in order that, 
by the power of the Most Great Name, the friends of God 
may conquer the world through love. friendship and the 
strength of the Kingdom of Peace, the human race may 
become compassionate. and bloodshed and carnage be com­
pletely effaced from the universe. 

-ABDUL.BAHA ABBAS. 



Meuoge from Abdul-Baha to the beloved in Amuica. through Mr. Kinney 

When you enter a public mecoting deliver this Message 
from Abdul-Baha; 

o .\Ie friends of Cod I 
All the people of the world today are worlc.men of destruction or Tuin. 

Everyone as though with an axe is striking at the root of the foundation of 
humanity. They hold in their hands great implements of warfare and de­
struction. Amoog the greatesl is the axe of religious prejudices or sectarian 
bias. as well as that of racial bias; another implement of destruction is the 
axe of patriotic bias; another is the axe of political warfare; another imple­
ment of ruin is the penistent accumulation of commercial benefit or profit; 
another. the love of conquest of new domains. as is also the enmity. hatred 
and bigotry among the nations and tribes. These souls are entirely inadvertant 
to the relations of the Kingdom of Cod. deprived of the relations of Unity. 
and despaired of the Life Eternal. Although outwardly they may be ex­
tremelll c(pilized. nevertheless thell l(pe in darl(neu. 

Now. Cod has chosen you from among mankind. and has guided you 
to the Kingdom. has enlightened your hearts with the love of God. 50 that you 
may be the cause of guidance to these people. in order that you may become 
a cause of guidance to the world of humanity. He has appo:nted .\Iou 
as the builders of the edifice of /rue manhood. Consider with what a power 
of morals you ml15t arise in order to withstand all vicissitudes. All these 
people. all these; promoten as worken of warfare and ruin are .preading the 
deeds of hatred among naliom. Now. consider with what a peace and con­
cord you must go forth in order that you mall be capable of overcoming the 
antagonistic forces. 

It is my hope that you may prove yourselves to be the fint servants of 
the realm of humanity. and the builden of the edifice of Divine Justice. Thai 
lIOU mall radiale the light of the Love of Cod to such an extent as to be able ta 
remove entirely the gloom and darlc.ness of hatred. bigotry and enmity from 
among humanity. Know all mankind of all nalions. sects and tribes as 
your k.ith and k.in. Consider not their deeds. but only God. Seek your 
reward from Him and not from them. Know the aged of all natjons as 
your fa then. the juveniles as your brothen and the children as your own. 
No matter what laclc. of courtesy or what severe persecution or stem expressjons 
of hate and unfathomable enmity you receive. you must have no excuse like 
the following; "So and so has spoken unkindly about me." "So and so has 
not done me justice. "-nay. rather you must have no excuse but live according 
to the Divine Teachings. whether humanity prove agreeable or disagreeable. 
whether humanity prove hateful or loving. whether it receives you or casts 
you out. 50 that perchance you may be a5!listed in hoisting the standard of 
peace and pitching the T abernade of Onenl!S$ and ~lidarily of the world 
of humanity-so that this temporal life may ultimate in the Life Everlasting. 
and this darkness of ignorance which has pervaded the whole world may be 
converted into the illumination of guidance. So that material man may 
become celestial. and the earthly 50uls become the heavenJy souls; that 
the blind may become perceptive. the deaf attentive. the ignorant wise, the 
dead arne. so that. in facl. the Kingdom of Cod in the world of humanity 
may pitch its Canopy and its T abemade in the utmost glory." 

-ABDUL-BA.HA ABBAS. 
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"WHO HATH EARS TO HEAR. LET HIM HEAR '" 
St. Matt. XIlI:24-JO; 36-43. 

A NOTHER parable pllt he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came 

and sowed tares among the ",'heat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung 
UP. and brought fo rth fruit, that appeared the tares also. 

So the servants of the household came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done 
this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gath(' f them up? 

Dul he said, Nay i Jest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
Gatlll'r }'e together first tile tares, and billd Ihem in blmd/I'J to /lurn III,m; but iather the 
wheat into my barn ...... . 

Then J eslis sent the multitude away, and went into the hou~e; and his disdples came 
unto him, saying, Dc<::lare unto us the parabl~ o f the tares of the field. 

HI' answered and said unto them, He Ihat 50welh the good seed is the Son of man; the 
field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the chil­
d ren of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; Ihe haT,'est is the end of the 
world; and the reapers are the angels. 

As therefore the tares are gathl'red <II1d burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of 
this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels and tlley shall gaO,tr 01'1 of hu 
killgdom all thillgs Ihal offend, and them which do iniquity; and sllall eost them into a furnace 
of fire; tll,re shall be Wfliling and gnashing of tuth. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the Slln in the kingdom of their Father. 
\Vho hath eau to hear, let him hear. 

A T THIS hour the world stands appalled 
before the spectacle of millions of hu­
man hl'ings in the throes of annihilation. 

It is called war. Tn reality. it is hell. Gun· 
powder is but another name for "fire and brim­
stone," and the battlefield but another name 
for perdition, where there is "wailing and 
gna~11ing of teeth." 

Is it not the plague of "hailstones for rain, 
fi re mingled with the hail ran along upon the 
ground" raging among mankind, foreshadowed 
in Egypt long ago? 

Is it not that eveut foreseen by Christ quoted 
above: "The harvest"; "the end of the age?" 
-the bundles of tares (organization!-military 
and others) burning; a world-consuming fire 
removing "all thing~ that offend ?'. 

/s itll()t the "jl4dgml'nt" of the Adalllic !;yclef 
All attempts at explanation and description 

of such a cataelysm a re futile and inadequate 
The parable of the tares covers Ihe whole mat­
ter concisely and completely. 

"Who halh eal'"S 10 111'01'", ll'f hi", hcor!" 
TllK EOIToas. 

THE "MOST GREAT PEACE" 

"LET THIS STANDARD BE: HQIST"D IN T H E WEST. AS"D IoIASV SHALL 
RESPOND TO THJ.:: CALL" 

Addru, delivered by Abdul·Bah al Grace Metbod!" Epi8copal Cburcb. Sew York City. Sunday. lilly 12. 1912 

W ilE\, we glance at history, we find that 
from the beginning up to the pres.:nt 
day strife and warfare have prevailed 

among men. It has either been religious war­
fare. a warf;He of raees, or a war among the 
nations. All these wan have ari~en from Ihe 
ignorance of humanity, b«ause of mislinder-

standings, and throulj:h the lack of the educa­
tion of human kind. 

Le! us first toueh upon religious warfare. 
It is self-evident that the Dh·ine Prophets 
ha\'e appeared for no other purpose than to 
establish love and amity among humanity, for 
they were the shepherds and not the wohe~. 
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The shepherd comes forth to gather together 
his flock. He has 1I0t come to scatter his flock 
and to create strife among them. Every Di­
vine Shepherd has gathered together a certain 
flock which formerly had been scattered. 
Among the Shepherds was His Holiness 
!lIoses. He assembled the various tribes of 
hrael and united them; afterward he took 
them over to the Holy Land. At a time when 
the Tribes of Israel wcrc scattered and dis­
persed He was able to unite them, to assemble 
them together, and cause their development 
along degrees of human progress. By Him 
their degradation 'W'as transformed into glory, 
their poverty changed into wealth. Their vices 
were replaced by virtues until they reached a 
~enith that the Solomonie Sovereignty was 
made possible, and the fame of their glory 
reached the East and the West. Hence it is 
evident that His Holiness !\Ioses was a Divine 
Shepherd for He united the scattered tribes of 
Israel and gathered them together. 

\Vhen the Messianic Star dawned, He de~ 

dared, "I sball gather together the scattered 
tribes or flocks of:Moses." He not only 
united the flock of Israel, nay rather, He was 
confirmed in bringing together the Chaldeans, 
Egyptians, Syrians, Ancient Assyrians and 
Phoenicians. These people were in a state of 
the IItmost rancor; they were: thirsty for the: 
blood of each other; attacking one another 
with the ferocity uf animals. But His Holiness 
Jesus Christ united them, assembled and ce­
mented them together, established a bond of 
love among them so that strife, rancor and 
warfare were banished. Therefore it is evi­
dent that the Divine religions are meant to 

create a bond of love among hnmanity, and to 
bind the people together for no other purpose 
than amity. Divine religion is not a cause for 
discord and disagreement. If religion be the 
cause of discord and difference, then no re­
ligion i~ preferable, for religion is meant to be 
life to the body politic. If it be the cause of 
death to humanity, then its non-existence is 
preferable. Therefore, in this day religion is 
to be sought, for religious teachings may well 
be likened to remedies. I f a remedy be pro­
ductive of worse symptoms, the lack or absence 
of the remedy is preferable. 

At a time whtn the Arabian tribes and na­
madic people were in the utmost stale of di­
vision, thirsty for the blood of eaeh other, liv­
ing in 'the deserts under lawless conditions, 
strife rampant among them, not a single soul 
enjoying composure, no tribe at easej-at such 

a critical time Mohammed appeared. He gath­
ered them together and recouciled them toward 
each other, united and caused them to agree, 
50 that no strife and warfare remained. The 
Arabian nation immediately advanced until 
thdr sovereignty progressed and extended as 
far west as Spain and Andalusia. From these 
premises we may conclude that the foundation 
of the Divine religions is for peace and not for 
5trife, warfare and shedding of lliood. Inas­
much as the foundation of the religions of 
God is one Reality which is love and amity, 
these warfares and dissensions are caused by 
imitations which creep in afterwards. Re­
ligion is a Reality, and Reality is One. The 
fundamentals of the religions of God are one 
in Reality. There is no difference in the h1ll­
damentals. The difference is caused by the 
imitations which arise later, and inasmuch as 
imitations differ, slriie, discord and Quarreling 
take place. I f the religions of this time should 
forsake imitations and seek the fundamentals, 
0.11 of them would agree and st rife and discord 
would pass away-for Reality is One and not 
multiple. 

As to racial wars, these are came<! by purely 
imaginary racial differences. For humanity is 
one in kind, it is one race, it is one progeny, 
inhabiting the ~ame globe, and in the oril{inal 
genesis no difference obtains. God has created 
all humani ty. God has not originally created 
Frenchmen, Englishmen, Americans, Germans, 
Italians or Spaniards. There is no differencc 
as regards creation and kind; all belong to nne 
household; al1 are the leaves of one tree; all 
are the fruits of one tree; all are the flowers 
of the same garden; all are the waves of the 
same sea. 

Let us glance at the animal kingdom. \Ve 
find the animals do not observe any distinction. 
I f you gather together the sheep of the East 
ami those of the \Vest, they would mix quite 
harmoniously. The Oriental sheep would not 
look surprised and strange saying, "You belong 
to the Occident; whereas I belong to the Ori­
ent." They would live together in the utmost 
accord. They would gather together and en­
joy the same pasture. There i! no racial dif­
ference among them. If the birds of the East 
and the birds of the \Vest were together, they 
would be found in a state of the utmost unity 
and amity. There would not be any distinc­
tions observed. \Ve find "irtue! in the animal. 
Is it becoming of man to be deprived of those 
virtues? The animal docs nol observe those 
imaginary distinctions. Is it becoming for man 



STAR OF THE WEST 133 

to observe them? Man is reasonable, has the 
manifestation of the Divine bestowals, the per­
ceptive faculty, adoration, memory; and with 
all these Divine bestowals, shall he allow these 
radal ideas to change him ;--one saying, "1 am 
a German"; another, "I am a Frenchman"; a 
third, "I am an Englishman"? Through these 
superstitions shall he wage wad Is this be­
coming? God forbid I It is not at all. If the 
animal does not condescend to observe such 
lowering thoughts, shall man be willing to 
stoop to this level? Why should he fetter him­
self with such groundless imagInations and 
superstitIOns. They are purely imaginary_ 

As to war which has been caused by naliv­
ity;-Ihe idea that this is an Eastern nativity, 
Ihc other is a Western, this is Northern and 
that is Southern; this is likewise: purC'ly im­
aginary. The globe of this earth Is one globe, 
and it is the nativity of all humanity; there­
fore, the human race should not obsen'e any 
of these distinctions which are conuucive to 
war. \Ve have come from the East. Praise 
be to God I we find the American continC'nt 
prosperous, its climate most delightful, its 
weather salubrious, the inhabitants possessed 
of courteous manners and the United States 
government a fair go\'ernment. Is it becoming 
for us to entertain anything but love for them, 
saying, "This land d()f;s not belong to us, this 
is not our nativity and because It is not our 
nativity it shall not be acceptable." This would 
be utler ignorance to which man must not con­
descend. ),Ian must investigate realities and 
the reality is this: that all humanity is one in 
kind, that this earth is one globe and therefore 
one home. Hence it is proved that the factors 
and causes of warfare are entirely false. 
Grant this. 

Consider what is taking place in Tripoli. 
How many of the poor are being killed, how 
much blood of the oppressed is shed upon both 
sides I How many childrcn become fatherless; 
how many fathers lose their sons; how many 
mothers bemoan the loss of their dear ones! 
And what is the result after all?-nothing. Is 
it jllst, is it becoming for man to be so blood­
thirsty? Consider how domestic animals never 
callse animosity; that is an attribute of the 
ferocious animals. For example, if you gather 
together a flock of one thousand sheep they 
do not cause the shedding of blood. If yOIl 
bring together many flocks of birds, no war 
takes place. But when wolves, dogs and lions 
meet, they fight. Even these ferocious animals 
are ferocious b~cause of their necessary food; 

they are in need of fnocity. Without ferocity 
they will be bereft of food. But man does 
not need to exercise that sort of ferocity; his 
livelihood is made possible otherWise. Out of 
greeu, enmity and self.glory, the blood of the 
oppressed is spilt. The great ones among the 
nations rest and enjoy luxuries in their palaces, 
but send the poor common people to the bat­
tlefield. They offer them as targets before the 
cannons. Every day they invent new instru­
ments of destruction to destroy more ful1y the 
foundations of the human race. They are ab­
solutely merciless toward their kind-toward 
these mothers who have so tenderly cared for 
their sons. How many nights have these moth­
ers spent sleepless? how many days have they 
labored from morning until evening nurturing 
their children until they reach maturity 1 How 
many of their kith and kin do these warring 
ones allow to be torn asunder In one day r 
What savagery r What ignorance r What 
greed r What enmityl What degradation, 
which even the ferocious animals do not un­
derstand! For the ferocious animal may tear 
to pieces one in a single day; the wolf, for 
instance, may carry away one sheep, but some 
unjust man kills one hundred thousand of his 
kind in a day, and glories in it, ~aying: "I am 
a great general; I am a great commander-in­
chief, for in one day I have done away with 
one hundred thousand of my kind 1" Consider 
how ignorant the human race i!. If a man 
kills another man,--{)ne single soul,-no matter 
what the cause may be,-he is at once pro­
nounced a murderer, meets with capital pun­
ishment, or is put in prison for life. But the 
man who kills olle hundred thousand of his 
kind is called a "Conqueror," a "Hero," a 
"Great Genera\." If a man should commit the 
theft of one dollar he is called a thief and 
sent to the penitentiary; but if a general should 
pillage a whole country, they call him a great 
"Conqueror" of the highest heroi!lll. "This is 
a hero I" "This is a conqueror of the world I" 
How ignorant man is! How low! 

In Persia, among the various nations and 
peoples, religions and denominations there ex­
isted the greatest animosity, envy and hatred. 
At that time all the othcr nations of Asia were 
in the same condition. The religions were 
hostile toward one another; the sects were at 
enmity; the races were filled with hatred; the 
tribes were constantly at war; at all times 
strife, warfare and bloodshed prevailed. Men 
shunned each other and were thirsty for each 
others lives. They considered the greatest 
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glory for man was to be able to kill many of 
his kind. Each religionist con!idered the kill­
ing of onc belonging to another religion or de­
nomination a great and praiseworthy deed. At 
such a liUle as this His Holiness B."HA'O'LLAII 

appeared in Persia. He founded the onenus 
of the world of humanity. He declared that 
all humanity is the servant o f God, and that 
God is kind to all; that 11 c created all and 
provides for all; that III' nurtures all; there­
fore why should we be unkind? Inasmuch as 
GO/I is kind and merciful to all His creatl1re~ 
and manifests His care and goodwill to them 
in every way, why should we £ho ..... fonh that 
which is contrary ? Ina~much as God lon':5 all. 
why should we entertain animosity or CIII"Y? 
For if God did not love all, He would not 
have prO\'ided for all; He would not ha\'e 
crcated Illan; III." woull\ not have trained him. 
Kow that He has created, provided for and 
preserved man, it i~ therefore evident that 
God is kind to all. Why then should man be 
unkind to man: This is the Dh·ine policy. 
Shall we consider human policy to be better 
than the J)j\"ine policy? Is that conceivable? 
h nl){ thai impossible? Therefore, v. I." must 
~mlllate the policy of God. Just as God deals 
with all humanity-so kindly, so lovingly-we 
must deal with each olher. BAHA'O'U,AlI de­
c1an'd the "~Iost Great Peace" and Interna­
tional Arbitration. He voiced IJis scntimell\S 
Yo ilh regard to peace in numerous epistles upon 
that subjeet, which wcre scatu~red broadcast 
throughout the East. He wrote to all the kings 
and crowned heads, encouraging al! and ad­
monishing them in regard to peace. HemadI' 
it evident with conclusive proofs that the hap­
piness and glory of hllmanity ("an only be in­
sured through peace, This took place about 
11fty years ago. Because III." promulgated In­
temalional Peace and ga\'e numerous instruc­
tions about it, the kings of the Orienl arose 
against Him, for they did not find their per­
sonal benefits advanced thereby. They arose 
to persecute ami molest Him; inflicted Ul)on 
Him e\'ery torment, impri§oned Him, bastin­
adoed Him, banished IIim, eventually confined 
Il im to a fortress. Then they arose against 
those who followed Him. For the establish­
ment of International Peace the blood of 
twenty-thousand Bahais wa~ spilt. How many 
homes were destroyen! How many of the 
young wrre mane captives! How many of the 
houses were pillaged! Yet none of them 
waxed cold. Even unto this day they still per­
~ecute them, for the Bahais put forth the great· 

est efforts. Thty not only promulgate prin­
ciple; they arc people of action. Now you see 
the same people who were formerly al enmity 
and strife in far off Persia-people of various 
religions and denominations,-through the 
Rreat teachings of BAIU'o'U-AH thing in the 
utmost peace. Enmity has p~sed away and 
they exerci,;e the utmost love toward a1l man­
kind. For they know that all are the sen'ants 
of God. At most it is simply ,his: tilat som~ 
arc $till ig"onmt, th~y must be edlKaled; so»u 
are $ick, they must be treated; same are as 
childre!!, they must be htlped to reach th~ age 
of 'HatuMt)'. 'Ve must not molest anyone be­
cause he is an infant or child; we must not be 
inimical to any onc because he is still ignorant; 
we must not reject anyone because he is 5ick; 
but we must treat the sick, educate Ihe chil­
dren until they reach the agt! of maturity; 
and help those who are ignorant in order that 
they may reach knowledge. Therefore the es­
sentiab of Ihe foundations of the religions of 
God are 10\'e and amity among all humanity. 
If a Divine religion should be productive of 
discord among 5QCiely, it is a destroyer and 
not Dh-ine; for religion means unity and bind­
ing together. M~re knowledge of anything is 
not sufficient. We:all know that justice is 
good, but there is need for volition and execu­
ti\'e force to c:lrry it out. For example, should 
Yo e think it good to build a church, simply 
thinking of it as being a good thing will not 
help its erection. We must will to build it. 
Thcn wealth is needed for its erection; simply 
thinking will not be sufficient. All of us know 
that International Peace is good; that it is 
conduei"e to Ihe getleral welfare of humanity 
and the glory of man; Lut we are in need of 
will, ,"olilion aod action. 'Ve must act. Inas­
much as this century is a century of light, it 
has capacity for action. Necessarily these 
prin("iples will spread among all men until they 
reach the degree of volition and attain to the 
status of action. Surely this i~ so, for the 
time is ripe for it. The human race knows, 
verily. that war is a destroyer o f the human 
foundation, and in a1l the coulll ries of the 
world there are those who fa\'or this issue. 

When I came to America, I found this to be 
an exceedingly progressive oounlry, the fJ"Ople 
in a state of readiness, the government a just 
one, and equality established to an extraor­
dinary degree. Kow inasmuch as the standard 
of International Peace must needs be hoisted, 
I hope that it may be hoisted upon this con­
tinent , for the American rontinem is more de-
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serving. has greater Cilpacity therefor, and is 
not like other countries. If olher nalions 
should take such a step, everybody will misin­
u:rpret tbe motive. For example, if Great 
Britain should take the step, it will be: said 
that it is done in order to insure the safety of 
her colonies. If F rance should hoist the 
standard, they will say she has some interest 
therein. If Russia should ra ise the ensign. 
the whole Russian nation would say it is an 
effort to preserve the homogeneity o f Russia. 
But the American government has no selfis h 
intere ~ t in this. You ha\'e, strictly speaking, 
no colonies to prcserye. You are 110t endeavor­
ing to extend your dom .. in!; nor have you any 
need for territorial aggressiveness. Therefore 
jf Ameriea takes the first step tOward this di­
rection, it is certain to loe .. scribed to altruism. 
It will be said by humanity, "There was no 
olher purpose than altruism and service to 
mankind." Therefore il is my hope that you 
may be the cause, and that you may hoist this 
banner-for this banner will be hoisted. Raise 
it aloft, fo r you are deserving above all other 
nations. In the other countries there are many 
who are waiting for this summons, anxiously 
anticipating this call from some nation bidding 
an to the "Jo.1051 Great Peace,'" for the people 
arc distressed because of the excessive and ir­
reparable damage of war. Thousands of the 
fa rmers are taxed and expenses collected for 
war. Every year the tax increascs and the 
people have come to their end. Jusl nO"W you 
ron SOy Europe is 0 botlle/ield; like omm,,"i­
liON ready for a spark, aNd o"e spark CO" sel 

a/lame Ihe whole world.* Before thtse compli­
colwltS aNd cololSol t1)t1lls hoppeN, lake a step 
o"d prttleNt it. The foundations of all the 
Divine religions arc pcace and amity; but mis­
understandings have crept into them. If these 
misunderstandings disappear, you will see that 
all the religious agencies will work for peac~, 
and promulgate the oneness of human kind. 
For the foundation of aU is One Reality and 
R~ality is not multiple or di~isibl ~. For ex­
ample, His Holiness Moses founded this Rea.l­
ity; His Holiness Jesus hoisted the tent o f 
Reality, and the light of Ihis Reality shone 
forth in all the religions. His Holiness BAHA'O'­

UAH proclaimed this Reality and promulgated 
the ',)105t Great Peace." In the prison He 
rested not until He lighted this lamp in the 
Ea.t. 

Praise be to God! all the people who have 
accepted the teachings of BAHA'O'U.AR are 
peace lovers and are ready to sacrifice thei r 
lives and forfeit their fortunn for it. Now 
Itt this staNdard be hoisted ill 1M Wtsl alld 
mollY sholl rtspo"d to the call. Just as .>\mer­
ita has become renowned because o f her 
discoveries, inventions and skill; famous for 
the equity of her government and colossal un­
dertakings-may she also become noted for the 
"Most Great Peace." Let this be her under­
taking. and let it sp r~ad from her to other 
countries. And I pray for all o f you that you 
may render this 5er~ice 10 the world of hu· 
manity. 

*Reveal~ ill 19l2.-Edilors. 
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"FIRMNESS IN THE COVENANT' WILL ABOLISH WAR AND ESTABLISH 
THE "MOST GREAT PEACE" 

"0 thOM w/,o ort firnl in The Cot:enonl! 
.. According to the clear text of the Bool: 0/ Akdos and the explicit con-

tents of the Book 0/ Tlrt Ctn·t1l{'"t, Abdul,RlIha is the Interpreter o f oIl the Works 
and Books of the Blessed Perfection [BAHA'0'LLAU1, and not only of the Book of 
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terpretation preferable to the interpretation of others which naturally lead to great 
differences," AODUL-8A ITA-ABBAS, 

[See opposite page.] 

"Consider that in form!:r dU:lS thut ~L'Cn' m.ly rtlrgiOMS ~t'tlrs; but now there are 
racial and political wars fougbt at staggering expense and sacrifice," 

ABDuL-BAfiA-ABBAS, 
Extract from Tablet to the Editor of The Chn'stion COnimonultQll1I. 
Translated July, 1913, 

"0 THOU who art fi rm in The Covenant" 
-see opening line of Tablet Quoted 
abo,'e-is a phrase familiar to all r('ad­

ers of the STAll Of' TITE \VEST, as it is em­
ployed repeatedly by Abdul-Baha in the Tablets 
revealed by him, 

It is not a stock phrase, nor a pretty combi· 
nation of words; but a stern reality, a funda­
mental necessity. an acid t est sooner or later 
to be applied and successfully met by those 
who enter the Kingdom of ABITA, 

As Christ said to Xieot1emus: "Except a 
man be born again, he connor [not, shall notl 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven;" so like· 
wise, except a sou! awahns to an understand­
ing, recognition, acceptance of and obedience 
to "Th(' Covenant," it (Qllllol e::nter the portals 

o f the "Most Great Peacc"-which is the King­
dom of God on earth. 

To ('xplain; The Dahai Dispensation is 
unique in that it is the era of the "Most Great 
Peac(,"--,.'\n attribute:: not specializcd to forme::r 
epochs ;-and as for every efft'ct thue is a 
cause, there is. then. in the Dahai Cause that 
which will produce this ":\1051 Great Peace," 

This we know is embodied in the principlt's 
o f Bil.HiI.'O'LLAH, as expounded by Abdul-Baha 
in his addresses deli\'e red in the Occident, 
namely; (I) The Oneness of the World of 
Humanity; (2) The Independent Inve-stiga.tion 
of Trutb; (3) The Foundation of All Re­
liR"ions is One; (4) Religion must be the cause 
of L'nity; (5) R('ligion must ht' in accord with 
Science and Reason; (6) Equality between 
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Men and Women; (7) Prejudice of all kinds 
must be forgotten; (8) Universal Peace: (9) 
All humankind must partake of Knowledge and 
Education; (to) Solution of the: Economic 
Problem: (11) Organization of the House of 
)usliccj--;Jtld last, bllt in reality the most jm· 
porlo,d-the "Most Great Characteristic": The 
unique Covenant BAnA'O'LLAH entered into 
with all the people of the world regarding the 
Interpreter of His Teachings, known 35 (12) 
"The Center of the Covenant," whutby Ht 
made provision against all kinds of differences, 
so tllat PIO one shof4id b, oble to "eote 0 ntw 

fcned, they said: "There is no strife between 
us: the trouble is between Ollf herdsmen." 

So it has been with the Religionist! of the 
world who quarreled and fought, notwithstand­
ing their uaders were at peace, were men of 
peace, and strictly forbade strife, sedition and 
killing. 

The critics of Religion have 3sserted that 
those who professed to teach love and peace 
were the stirrers up of war; also that the most 
terrible of all strife was that of religious strife. 
They were right. The beginning of strife 
among humankind has been among the follow-

"THIS IS THE TIME OF TEACHI NG" 

To the :\Iaid-servant of God, Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham, New York. 
Upon her be BAHA'o'lLAH-EL-ABHA I 

DE IS cool 

o tllou wllo art firm in tile Covenant! 
Thy letter was received. According to the clear tcxt of the Book of Akdas and the 

explicit contents of the Baolr of Ihlt COf:eMnt, Abdul-Baha is the Interpreter of all thlt 
Works and Books of the Blcss('d Perftttion, and not only of the Book of AItdIJ.I. This 
question is dear and evident to those who are informed of the \Vritings and Tablets 
(of BAHA'O'LLAH). \Vere this not the case, every one would have given an interpreta­
tion according to his own inclination and considered his interpretation pref('rable to 
the interpretation of others---this would naturally lead to gTeat differencts. If some 
one interprets one verse of the Verses of God, and his interpretation is not approved 
by Abdul-Baha, it is not authoritative. 

Now i~ not the time for intcrpretation. This is the time of teaching. All the be­
lievers must 1411100le the ton-gl4e of teaching flu Cause of God. For teachin.g is' the 
rolUe of lhe guidance of edt t/le inhabitantS' of the earth; ktKhing it the meallS of the 
iIIumirUJtion. of ,,",nkilld,' teIJChing is c()"dwciv. to the enlighten-men' of the tlJOrtd of 
hvmonity; teaching ir promotit'e of the c01f/irmotiC1ft.S' of the Breaths of the Holy 
Spirit. Thir il the most great affair! 

But if a soul on reading one of the blessed "erses utters an explanation which 
does not hann the Cause, do not oppose him; for his talk is based upon explanot;on 
(elucidation) and not on interpretation. 

Upon thee be BAUA-EL-AsHA! 

Translated by Mir;o;a Ahmad Sohrad, 
July 12, 1914, home of Abdul-Raha, 
.Mount Cannel, Haifa, Syria. 

sect, thus dosing the greatest door to war and 
heJl, for war is literally hell. 

The Mouthpieces of the Will and Word of 
God-His Manifest.ations---have spoken clearly 
and unmistakably regarding quarreling and 
fighting. Moses d('Clared: "Thou shalt not 
kill;" Jesus said, "I f a man smite thee on one 
cheek tum to him the other also." Th('re is 
no misunderstanding between these two Mani­
festations regarding this point The quarreling 
and fighting has always been between the fol­
lowers, the hirelings, the underlin~. You will 
recall the story of the strife between the herds­
men of Abraham's cattle and the herdsmen of 
Lot's cattle. \Vhen Abraham and Lot con-

(Signed) ASDUL-BAHA-AlIBAS. 

en of a Prophet. 1f one will sift the matter 
to its source, it will be seen that it has been 
so. The first picture to blot the page of history 
in the Adamic cycle is that of Cain slaying his 
brother Abel. All strife and war began at a 
certain time after the departure of the Prophet, 
due to a difference of interpretation and a split 
among the followers resUlting therefrom; the 
dissenters set themselves up in opposition, and 
a strife of words led to a struggle at arms and 
the employing of implements of destruetion­
first crude and finally complex. In a word: 
Peace gave way to war; hell was set up in 
place of heaven. 

C01lSider theil, l/wl 'he very cawse of a "pe-
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lilioll of such conditio/IS which /Iris/cd ill the 
past has betH lIipprd j,~ the bud tllfl;l/gh tlu 
unique pro'L'isiotf at the dawn of this Mil/muiaJ 
Do:)' in tht cstabli.lhillg of "Tht Center of The 
CovclUlnt"-1Wmel:y, the O/lPoin/ing 0/ Ihe In­
terpreter of thl! /Vord of God as rt:vcaltd in 
BAH.~·O'Ll.An-; alld this Interpreter is none 

other /lUll' Abdul-Bolla. He Ihtn is the unique 
Instrument which shall produce the "Most 
Guo! PeoCl'." 

To sum up: "Firmness in The Covenant" 
wHl abolish war and establish the "Most Great 
Peace," 

THE EIIITORS. 

" W E H A VE T URNE D OUR FACE S TO THE CE NTER OF 
T H E COVEN A NT" 

To his hOllor ~ir. Joseph H. Hannen, \\'ashington, D. C. 
Upon him be R-I.HA'O'u..AII-EL-AsHA! 

liE IS (lOD! 

a //Iou propagator of the Religion of Godl 
A few days ago an epistle was written thee. Although I have not much time, yet 

I immediately give an answer to thy letter (written to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab) so that 
thou mayst know how my heart is attached to thee. Truly I say in the Cause of God 
thou art ~incere. Thou hast no other object s;we the good-pleasure of the LoRD, and 
hast consecrated all thy time to the service of the Kingdom of God. On this account 
I h,we the utmost love fo r thee. 

Praise be to God, tha t the problem of meetings is solved, and there is no more 
any cause for di<pute. Now the believers must engage their t ime in teaching the Cause 
of God, and in the meeting no discussion should be carried on sa,·e the Cause of God. 
The members of the Bahai Assemblies must be infini tely kind towards each other and 
all their deliberations must be concerning the Kingdom of ABHA. Promiscuous discus­
sion must he discountenanced, for these things will hecome the means of the luke­
warmness and apathy of those who a re present. The Candles of all the meetings must 
be the Mention of God, the propagation of the Cause of God, the exposition of Divine 
Proofs and the elucidation of the Principles of His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH. When this 
oondition is ohtained, the meeting will become heavenly, celestial, godlike, illumined 
and the means of the guidance of the erring ones. It will yield most great results. 

o thou ~eT\·ant of His Holiness RAIlA'O·LLAll I Inform all the believtrs that per­
haps a number of call1mi,JOus arliril'S ~"ill be .!Cllt to those parts by the peoplt of 
duuJ;ls. The aim of such articles is to calise till' ~("lfIering of the friends in The Cov­
enant alld Till' Tesfllmcnl. Therefore, they should not take notice of these articles, 
nay, rather, return them to the senders, accompanied with concise, full and sweeping 
answers-that we are firm in The Covenant and the servants of the Blessed Pe.rfection. 
\Ve <10 not gi\"e ear to such hearsays and incoherent statements. rYe hllvt turned 
our facts 10 the Center of the Covenant in accord with the incontrovertible Commands 
of BAHA'O'LLAf/, the Text of the Book of Alldas and the Text of the Tabltt af the 
CovelZant. \Ve have nothing to do with the people of doubts, 

Upon thee be BIIIIA'o'LLAH-Et.-ABHA! 

Translated by )'Iirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
August 6, 1914; Home of Abdul-Baha, 
),Iount Cannc:l, Haifa, Syria. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESSES. 
All correspondence with the Bahai Publish­

ing Societ)', formerly sent to 5205 Harper A,·e., 
should now be addressed to Miss Mary Luch, 
4319 Lake Park A~'e., Chicago, Ill. (Tele.phonc 
Kenwood 6227.) 

Incident to the opening of the new city post 
office in \Vashington, adjoining the Union Sta­
tion, the address of the Bahai Assembly of 

(Siglled) AouuL-BAHA-ABllAs. 

\Vashinglon, the Persian-American Education­
al Society, the Orient-Occident Unity, and al l 
persons . heretofore addressed to P. O. Box 
192, will be Post Office Box 1319, Wa.thingta n, 
D. C. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION. 
This issue contains: (1) God is Love j (2) 

The good ending of one's life j (3) The "Most 
Great Peace"; (4) The war of the worM. 
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"MUTUAL HELPFULNESS-CO.OPERATION-CONFIRMATION" 

"WITHOUT THE COMPLETE ESTABLISHMBKT OF THIS OIVINIi: PIUI'CIPLI! IN THE 

HEARTS OF THE FRIENDS OF GOD. NOTHIN"G CAN 
BE ACCOMPLISHED" 

To his honor Am«n [one of the venerable teachers of the Ea.stJ, Teheran, Persia: 

Upon him be B"HA'O'U-AH-EL-ABRAI 

HE IS GOD! 

o Ihov spin'juDI Amen! 

In all the world of creation all the existent beings are in the utmost connection. 
Through this COIUlection, mutual helpfulness and co-operation is realited. This mutual 
helpfulness and co-operation is the origin of the conservation of the forces of life. If 
for onc instant this mutual helpfulness and co-operation were cut off from the sources 
and realities of things, all the existent beings and things would be thrown into confusion 
and chaos, and be reduced to nothingness and annihilation. 

For instance: From the breath of the animals a watery element, caned hydrogen 
and carbon is exhaled, and Ihis is the life principle of the vegetable kingdom. From 
the vegetable kingdom and the trees, a fiery element, called oxygen, is emitted and this 
becomes the cause of the maintenance of the life of the animal kingdom. In Such a 
manner, mutual helpfulness and co-<>peration is realized continually between all the 
existent beings. 

Likewise, the greatest inter-relation and communication exists between the sons of 
men, without which peace, life and existence is entirely impossible. For a soul inde­
pendent of all the other sOlils and without recdving assistance from other sOllrces can­
not live for the twinkling of an eye i nay, rather, he will become non-existent and 
reduced to nothingness; especially among the believers of God between whom material 
and spiritual conununication is developed up to the highest point of perfection. 

11 is this real communication, the essential necessity and requirement of which is: 
mutual helpfulness, co-operation and confirmation. Without the complete establishment 
of this divine principle in the hearts of the friends of God, nothing can be accomplished, 
for they are the hyacinths of one garden; the waves of one sea, the star. of one heaven 
and the rays of one sun. From every standpoint, the essential unity, the luminous unity, 
the religious unity and the material unity are founded and organized·between them. 

In these times the utmost hope and wish of the friend s of the West is the erection 
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar, and in those regions the materials for construction and 
building are expensive and costly. A large sum of money is needed for the building of 
a residence; then how much more is needed for the foundation of the Mashark-cl-Azkir 
which must be erected with the utmost .plendor, beauty and magnificen.;:el 

Therefore, Iht friends of God "ulsi ariSt j" every part of lhe w.)rid 10 roist (onITi­
bw/ioru, and u:ith thtir htorls and sowls sln'w 10 ga'Mr OUSt fllnds to b, sen' to tht 
O"id,nt lhat il nw-y buom, knOWK Qlld t'tIidt1lt IhrowghfJtlt tilt IlIW't'trse thot the Bahais 



of Ihl Easl olld WIst a" as ml"we,s of 0Il0l MllleJcord (llId 1M child,ell of ,he Ofte 
LoaDI The Turks and the Penian, the Parsee and the American, the Hindu and the 
African--all of them are one army and one cohort-and without any distinction they 
arise for the ai\.1istance and aid of each other. 

This praiseworthy movement is beloved and accepted at the Threshold of the For­
giving LORD. Truly, I say, in the erection of the Mashrak-el-Atlrir in Ishkabad [Russia], 
the friends of God have laid the foundation of the oneness of the kingdom of humanity 
and they worked nobly together until now, and it is nearly completed. Praise be to God, 
that at this moment from every country in the world, according to their various means, 
contributions are continually being sent toward the fund of the Mashrak-e\-Azkir In 

America. 

Convey the gratitude of Abdul-Babi to all the friends of God in this 5ef'Vi~. 

In reality this magnamity of the believers is wonhy of great praise and thankful­
ness, for from Teheran, Khorassan, Shiraz, Jahram, Esphahan, even from the towns and 
villages of Khorassan, Shiraz, and Yazd, contributions were sent. This donation in the 
path of the Orb of Regions is conducive of the happiness of the souls of the spiritual 
ones. 

From the day of Adam until now such an evrnt has never even been witnessed by 
man, that from the farthermost country of Asia contributions were forwarded to the 
farthermost country of America. From Rangoon, India, donations are sent to Chicago, 
and from Jahram, a little village of Shiraz and Kheirol-Gora of Tarshiz, money is 
transmitted for the Mashrak-el-AdGir in America. This is through the bounty and 
providence of the.Blessed Perfection (BAB,o\'O'U.AU], the assistance and confirmation of 
the Sun of Truth, and the victory and triumph of the Luminary of Effulgence, who has 
united so marvelously the regions of the world together. Glory belongs 10 the Loao 0.­
HOSTS t Sovutignty belongs to the Compassionate God! Power and Might belongs to 
the Living, Self-subsistent One who has united the people of the world and assembled 
them together like unto the brilliant stars of the horizon of adoration. 

o my God! 0 my God! Favor belongs to Thee, Generosity belongs to Thee 1 
Praise belongs to Thee and Glorification is Thine, for that which Thou hast bestowed 
upon these indigent ones, granted a refuge and asylum to these weak ones in the. cave 
of Thy protection and preservation, assisted them in the. service of Thy Cause and con­
firm them in the worship of Thy Exalted Threshold. 

o loRD! They have sacrificed their belongings and souls in Thy path, contributed 
for love of Thee and missed no chance or opportunity in spreading Thy Signs, diffusing 
Thy Word, promulgating Thy Name among Thy servants and proclaiming Thy wonders 

among Thy creatures! 

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Most High, the Omnipresent; and 
verily Thou art the Clement and the "Most Merciful! 

(Signed) ABOutrB,o\B,o\ AIIB.o\s. 

Tranltated bJ' Miru. Ahmad Sohrab, April 19, 1910. 



STAR OF THE WEST 
"We deal ... hut the 1[0(><1 0/ the world and the happl"IO" of Ib .. nations: tba, aU .,&,10'11 .ball bec""''' Doe iD 

faith and all meo .. brothe .. : that the bonds nl .. 1f..."I"" and utl!ty between the a."" of meo .ball he .trIOD/I"the!'''''-: 
that dlverslt)' 01 rel!lrIolI. ab.ll cease and dlflerencea of race be ... nulled. So It .ban be: theae IruiUna .mfeo. 
thes,. nllnoos wars .haU"an a ... ay, .. lid the 'Mo"! Great Pelle .. ' .hall come,"-BA.H.A ',,'LLAR. 

Vol. V Eizzat 1, 70 (September 8, 1914) No. 10 

BAHAI TEMPLE UNITY CONVENTION 
CHICAGO, APRIL 2S-2!!, 1914 

[Such a full, bea,<,ifu! and 5piriluai .eport of the Convention .. ~ •• nitten. by the new S~n.tarr, A1f~ed 
E. LUIlI, and printe<i In the STAK 0" "HE W£ST, that .ame deemed It a sufficIent t"l"'r! of the Convention 
and thai it mIght di'l>"n." ""iUt publi.hinl[ a fullu or mOre formal report. Howevu,"" many inQ.uiries 
hav~ cOm~ that a eon1en ... d fonnal r~pon of the doinll'" af the Convention has been pfepared and i. here­
with puhlished.-THI EnITOU.J 

THE BaMi friends, both delegates and vis· 
itors, were welcomed by the: Chicago 
Assembly on Saturday, April 25th, at the 

Reception Room in the Great Northern Hotel 
and at the home of Mrs. True. In the even­
ing, all gathered in the Feast of EI-Rizwan at 
the Noontide Club, Michigan A"enue and 
Twelfth Street. 

On Sunday morning, April 26th, the friend~ 
gathered on the Mashrak-c1-Azkar grounds, in 
the village of Wilmette, and, standing on the 
spot hallowed by the presenc~ and service of 
the Beloved Abdul-Baha, the vision of all the 
friends was widened and their hearts moved 
by the words of BAHA'O'LLAH recorded in the 
Surat-ul-Hykl concerning Abdul-Baha as the 
Spiritual Temple, read by Mr. Hall. It was 
a place and lime of spiritual transfiguration. 

Sunday afternoon a public meeting of friends 
and visitors that filled St. John's Hall in tht: 
Masonic Temple was presided over by Mr. 
Charles H. Greenleaf. He read from the Words 
of BAHA'O'LLAH and delivered an address upon 
Unity and the significance: and purpose: of the 
Mashrak-e1-Azkar. Short and effective ad­
dresses were made: hy Mr. Alfred E. LUnt, 
Mr. William H. Hoar, Mrs. Marian Haney, 
Mr. Louis G. Gregory. Mr. Edward B. Kin­
ney. Mrs. Kate Ives, Mrs. Claudia Coles, Mrs. 
Mabel Geary and Mr. Albert H. Hall. The 
congregation was greatly moved by the: sing­
ing in unison and also by the solos sung hy 
.Madame Linne. 

The address of Mrs. Haney was a comprc­
hensh'e statement of the Message, and it is 
hope:d it will be published for the benefit both 
of those who heard it and for future se:rvice 
in the Cause:. 

CoRINTHIAN HALL, MASONIC TEl.Il'LE, CHICAGo, 

MONOAY MORNING, APRIL 27, 1914. 

The President, Mr. Albert H. Hall, called the 
~e:ssion of delegates to order. All sang the 

hymn, "Great Day of God." After a period of 
silent prayer, Mr. Lunt Ie:d the delegates in thl 
following prayer: 

o our Godl 0 our Godl Thou !leest u. ",,~king Thy 
Will and "a%inr to th~ horizon of Thy Mercy, prayinJr 
for Thy LiJrht and looking for Thy IlluminatIon. 
W~ ask of The~, 0 Thou Bda .. ~ of the heart •• nd 

the Hope of the lovefs. to m.ke us !>U,.~ and .. ithout 
duire. foHowin" Thy Command and l~avinJr OUr de­
li,hts to ""ek Thr. Good Pleasure. 0 G<>d. adorn us 
WIth the RON of Thy Virtues and illumine us .. itll the 
Light of "",veranee. A ... ist U5, 0 Cod. with tb hoo" 
of wisdom and uttefance, that we maf sprud Thy 
,Vord among Thy !>COrle. and eslahli.h hy Command 
amons- Thy servant.. Thou art He .. ho i. powerful in 
al1 thmg •. and in n'l Hand i. tb rule of all alIairL 

There i, DO God but The •• tbe Forgiving. the I...;,.inrl 

The President delivered an address review­
ing the work of the past year and presenting 
the situation, its demands and its importance 
to tiu: world's salvation and to our own. Upon 
a roll-call, the following named delegates re­
sponded, representing the following named 
Bah:ii Asse:mblies : 

nELJ:CUU. A"'~"B"'U. 
M .... CIt".t Ol..,n ...... , .• Racine. Wi •. 
Mr •. Nel. Peter.on .•. , .•. , G,and Rapids, Grand Haven 

.nd Fruitport. Mich. 
MrI. Anni~ 1.. Pannerton.Cincinnati. O. 
Mr. Alfred E. Lunt ....... Boston, M ... . 
Mr. Edward B. Kinney ... New Yo,k City. N. Y. 
Mr •. Kate Ive •.•.. , ...... Salem and Bev.rly. M .... . 
Mro. Mabt,l Geary •...•... Sesnl., Wash .• Portland 

.nd Ever.tt. Or~. 
Miss El.ie Pom~roy •...... ~ontrcal, Canada. 
MrL Nelli. Phillip. (alt.,. 

nat.) . •.•.•.•.. , ....... Les AnVlu. Cal. 
M rs. Mariam Haney .••.. Wubington. D. C. 
Mr •. G...,rg~ S. Hopper .•. Washington. D. C. 
Mi .. Marion E. Jack . ... . London. England. 
Mrs. Kate W.st .. , ....... SJ>Okan •• Wa.h. 
Mr .. Corinne True .... , ... Chiugo. 11\. 
MrL Frank Spink ... , •.•.. Musk"lron. Mi~h. 
Miss Edna McKinn.,. ••.•. Mald.n, Ma .... snd Phila­

delph'a. Pa. 
~Ir .. Edward B. KinDe,. 

(alt~rnat.) ., •..•...... Ne .. York Cit,.. N. Y. 
Mr. AINrt n. H.Il ....... MiDneavolis, Minn. 
Mr • . C. S. llargi • ..•..... Genoa Junction. WiL 
Mi .. Katherine Brandau ... O .. cland, O. 
Mr •. O>aL 1.. Lineoln .... Brooklyn. N. Y .• and Hono-

lulu. IIawaii 
Mr. Willard H. Aahton, .• Rockford, 111. 
MT!-. George 1.. Drum ..•.. Baltimore. Md. 
MrL Emma HolmeL ...... Keokuk, Io .... . 
~Ir •. Wilhelmina Logie •.•. Paasaic. N. J. 
Mr. Bernard M. J.cohsen.Keno.h .. WiL 
Mr. Albert R. V.il..,., .• Ufbana. tll. 
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Mr. Albert H. Hall was unanimously elected 
Chairman of the Convention, Mr. Bernard M. 
Jaeobsen was elected Secretary and Miss Ger­
trude Buikema Assistant Secretary. 

On motion, the President was authorized to 
appoint and did appoint Mrs. Kate Ives, Mr. 
Louis G. Gregory and Mrs. Mabel Geary a CQIIl­

mittee to audit all accounts of the Temple 
Treasury. The Secretary, Mr. Jacobsen, pre­
sented his annual report. In brief, he reported 
arrangementi made for caretaking of the 
grounds; for a new cement sidewalk on Linden 
Avenue; of the full payment of all the remain­
ing purchase price on the land, paid np some 
time in advance of the time when the payment 
was due; and of the acceptance by our creditor 
of the money before it was due, and the con­
sequent saving of interest to us; of a proposed 
transfer of control of Sheridan Road, as rec­
ommended by the Shuidan Road Improvement 
Association, and the anticipated changes to re­
sult therefrom. As the principal work of the 
year consisted of efforts to raise the funds 
necessary to payoff the debt on the land, and 
as this is embraced principally in the Treasur­
er's report, the full report of the Secretary is 
omitted. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Ashton, presented the 
following report: At the beginning of the year 
which we are now ending, then: was on hand 
in the Treasury $S(l8.S1. During the year there 
has been received in subscriptions $13,503.79. 
The bank has allowed us $22.20 interest, accu­
mulated from month to month. Total disburse­
ments $12,100.98. Exchange to the bank on 
contributions $11.55. At the present time we 
have on hand $2,321.97. In some ways this is 
a better showing than last year's showing, al­
though the total subscriptions have not been 
quite as much. I think the suhseriptions fell 
some $600.00 below last year. 'Ve have, how­
ever, more cash on hand at the present time. 
We have paid two years' taxes out of this, the 
taxes for last year and the year previous. Tn 
this distribution of $12,100.98 we have paid 
$9,00CI.00 on the land, and $1,768.73 for ta:tes 
and assessments, w,hereas, in the report of a 
year ago, we scheduled nothing in the column 
of taxes and assessments, excepting the small 
sum of $31.37 on the Muskegon lot. So this 
year, $1,768,73 covers the tax!:.'; for two years. 
The miscellaneous incidentals amount to 
$232.25. We have also paid $500.00 attorney's 
fees on matters connected with the land, which 
have accumulated for several years. This is 
the first payment we have ever made for at­
torney's fees. 

The Financial Secretary, Mrs. True, made 
the following report: 

"I would like to suggest that we remember that 
this is the fiftieth year since B .... H .... 'O'LLAH made 
the DeClaration of His Manifestation in the 
Garden of the Rizwan, and it certainly looks 
as tlrough there was some connection between 
this wonderful fifty-year period and the fact 
that our land was all paid for in America, the 
foundation ground upon which the Mashrak­
el-AzlGir is to rise, when the dawn of the year 
1914 appeared upon the horizon. Just before 
the year 1914 was ushered in, the night hefore 
Christmas, the last sum of money was received 
to complete the payment of the Jand. So, a 
cablegram was sent to Abdul-Baha, for his 
Christmas present, telling him that all indebt­
edness on the land had been raised. 

"At the last Convention, some of our busi­
ness men devised a new system of triplicate 
receipts. Mr. Wilhelm and one of the friends 
in New York prepared and sent a supply of 
these receipts, making a present of them to the 
Bahai Temple Unity. These receipt books have 
been placed in the hands of the loca.l treasurers 
of thirty-four Assemblies. The majority of 
these arc sending in monthly reports to the 
Financial Secretary. Some Assemblies have 
gone ahead wonderfully. Contributions for the 
Mashrak-cl-Azkar have also come from one of 
the friends in Ireland. Ireland has come into 
her own." 

The Secretary was directed to send to Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter Conrad, from whom we made 
the last purchase of land, our acknowledgment 
and thanks for courtesies and for their accept­
ance of the money in advance of due-date and 
releasing us from interest. 

On motion, the Chair appointed Mr. Lunt, 
Mr. Kinney and Mrs. True a committee, who 
cabled to Abdul-Baha the greetings of the 
Convention as follows: "Chicago sends heav­
enly greetings, supplicating and longing for 
guidance, praying for perfect servitude to the 
Holy Threshold of the Center of the Covenant." 

AFIERNOON SESSION. 

A call of the Assemblies and delegates 
brought out reports from each of the Assem­
blies represented, of the methods and results 
of the newly inaugurated system of monthly 
contrihutions to the Mashrak-el-Azkiir funds; 
the conditions of the work, and the advance­
ment of the Cause in the various centers, and 
inspiring instances of individual sacrifices and 
of the harmony and unity prevailing among the 
friends everywhere. Those so responding were 
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Mrs. Annie Lincoln, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Miss 
Edna McKinney, Malden, Mass. and Philadel­
phia, Pa.; Mrs. Nellie Phillips, Los Angeles, 
Cal. ; M n. Kate I yes, Salem, Mass.; 1\1;55 Mar­
ian E. Jack, London, Eng. j Mrs. Mabel Gury, 
Seanie, Wash., and Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Kale 
West, Spokane; Mrs. Guy, Boston; Mrs. E. B. 
Kinney, New York City and Montclair, N. J.; 
Mrs. Annie L. Pumerton, Cindnnati; Mrs. 
Christ Olsen, Racine, Wis.; Mrs. Vogler, Cin· 
dnnati; Mrs. Logie, Passaic, N. J.; Mrs. Nels 
Peterson, Fruit~rt, Mich.; Miss Elsie Pome­
roy, Montreal, Canada; Mrs. Laura L. Drum, 
Baltimore, Md.; Mrs. True, Chicago; Mrs. 
Ashton, Rockrord, I lL; Mrs. Hargis, GC'noa 
Junction, Wis.; Miss Katherine Brandau, 
Oeveland, 0.; Mr. Jacobsen, Kenosha, Wis. 

Mr. AI~rt R Vail, of Urbana, Ill., re';ported 
upon the dIed of Bahiii me';e';lings in Urbana, 
for study of the'; Bahii te';achings. He'; said: "It 
is remarkable'; 10 observe how Ihe'; Spirit seems 
10 calch and hold on~, and the wholc life seems 
set aflame'; as to the Truth. There is a mystery, 
a force in this Cause far abo\'e the ken of men 
and angels." 

Mrs. Haney r~ported for Washington as fol· 
lows: 

"The Source 01 all ,ood I. trut! in God, ob.!dlento 
10 IIi. Conlmand and Iru.! in Hi. Will." It i. the 
hour of unity lor the fOnt of men Ind o f the drawinr 
l.Otelhu of .11 r.a~. J have been asked to uy I few 
word. rep ,.,,!in .. the pro,rao of the CIU"" in W ... b· 
inlton. D. C. Tbe pro ... _ of the Cau..,! Thil il I 
mo.t difficult thin,: it i •• buge ,esponlibilit,. to ..... 
port upon tbe pro .. r"", of tbe C.use of God In one 
Center. for we bne no WlY of measurin .. Ihe pro,· 
re.... Wben Abdul.B.hl WII In W .. bington he letti· 
lied-Pr.ise hi. boly namel-thol tbe W .. hin,ton All­
Nmbly w .. a united A ... mbly. In our meelin,1 Ihere, 
a few of the lirm believeu wondered what kind of a 
K.vice we could render Iho CIUN in order that we 
miaht brio, ju.t one amile of IPllTOnl to Ihe fl<:;e of 
the Divine YUle.. We d«ided that the W .. hinelon 
AaHmbl,. should not onl,. be a united A._bl,., but 
Ihlt it eould al ... be In inslruclive A" hlbl,.. We 
mUn! thaI we eould ttud,. the Word r""ealed lod.,., 
that Word whicb ha. ;,l it Ihe Crutive Foree and 
whieb tranlform... Then, Ibi. liltle band of firm, 
Ileld/att, lried and true believe .. Iludied Ihe Word, 
and the,. .re tryin, 10 crYllalli.e that Word inlO Iheir 
livel. They hope to become In in.tructiye AIM:mhl,.. 
The ICed of Truth of B .. ",,'O'LlJIH h .. been lCatlered 
widely in Wa.hington, the MUlA,e h .. been ,iven in 
ever)' qu.rler. Hundredl and hundreda of lIOull Mve 
hurd of B .. lf .. 'O'LlJIlf. ThOle leeds ale lerminllin, 
In the he.ru, Ind dte. Iwhile we ahall .... Ihe ruul'-. 
Our Pruident lo .. ~hed IWO point. in hia prelimln .. ,. 
liD< Ihi. morning ~bich J Ion .. .,.,.,. much. In Ihe 
firlll, he quoted the word. of Abd .. l-Bahl. Abdul. 
R,bi ",'d: "You have a Temple to build. Bui!d It I" 
A limp!e '!.Ilmlenl: We have a Temp!e to build. 
Build it. And thai meanl, "Be-and it i .. " Mr. HIli 
,110 referred to tho p.omul,lIion of the Wo.d of God. 
The Temple ~i1I promul,lt .. it. Abdul·Bahi'l inltrue' 
lionl Ire th.at no matler il ,"""ter in America. With 
the unity and harmon,. (If the ~lieyeu «II .nd Welt, 
Ame-riea ohall be perfumed; the Muh ... Ic· ..... ~dcar 
.ban be CODstruCted.. In Ibi. work we han the ...... 
IDle promiK of God. Tbe American friend, will be 
I .. itted aDd helped.. Abdul·BaM .. id: "All lboooe who 

hue unselfiah motivtl will be .... iRed in thi. CIU..,. 
The,. will be conlinned. The ADleriun fric.uh will 
be lsoilted and helped." 

Th~ auditing committee reported that all the 
books of .the Bahai Temple'; Unity and Bahai 
Temple Treasury had been examined and 
found corrc'ct for the fiscal year. After sil~nt 
prayer, the'; session adjourned. 

PUlillC ~fEETINC, MONDAY EVWING. 

A public Bahai meeting was held and a large 
aUcondance convene';d at Ass~mbly Hall, North­
w~SI~m t:niversity building, at 8 o'clock Mon­
day covening. Mr. Hall presid~d and spoke 
briefly on the one';nC055 of the world of human­
ity. Mrs. Han~y re';ad from Tabl~ts and amonli: 
other things said; 

The Bahii. h ... e I .inlle purpose. Thai purpoR '­
to spread the U,ht of Truth in thi. d .. k world hy 
word Ind by deed, for they are atrivin, to walk In 
the palh plVed by the One through whom II eoming 10 
the world todlY .11 then: il of ~"a1 LIft>. Real Ufe, 
Li,hl, Love-the Cenn. o f the Co"enlnt of God_nd 
thi. Diyine Edueator elve. forlh the la .... Ii .. t, .nd tben 
he 1; .. .,. it himKIf lirll, Ihul tr ... .,Uin' tbe p.th and 
"" .. in, the ..... y fo~ hum.nity. 

Wbile II Slu1l&1'1, April, 1913. Abdul·Babl said to 
an artill; "Can ,.ou paint upon Ihe ""re of Ibe world 
the ideal pictures of Ihe Supreme Concou,"? Tbe 
pittu, ... ,.hich are in Ihe idnl world a.e eternal. I 
de.i~ you to \)e<:ome .uch an utilt. Man eon ""int 
Iho"" idul piclures upon tbe Tablet of E"illence .. ith 
the brush of duds. The Holy, Divine Man!I"'l alion. 
.re II! Huvtnly ArtilUl. Upon the clnvll of crca' 
tion, .... iII. IhI bruJIl 01 Illev deed. Q"d Hilts /llId /K. 
li"",, they paint !mmor .... 1 pictu.e. wbich eannot be 
found in .n, Irt ml1M:um of Europe Or Ameriu-but 
you fiDd .he mUlerpiecti of these Spiri,uII Arti ... i" 
1M MlI.r"." 

Mr. Kinn~y, in a most impr~ssi\'~ and beau­
tiful manne';f, delivered th~ joyful Message as 
it had come to his life and heart; and, yielding 
to the r~qu~sts of the friends, sat at the piano 
and chanted a HGly Cmnmune. Mr. Louis 
Gr~gory spoke on the Divine Unity of man 
with God manifest~d in the Brotherhood of 
man, as the prime obj~ct of the Bahiii Move­
ment. The mCe';ting was truly a spiritual as­
scmblag~. Evcory h~art was slirr~d and ev~ry 
face was radiant in the joy of the conscious 
unity and the'; visibl~ Presence of God's Love 
made manifest in His children. 

CONVEN"TIO'; S£SSIO~, TUESDAV M01tNINC, APll:IL 
28TJI, CotuNTHI .... N HALL, MASOS"IC Tl!.lIIPLL 

Mr. Hall pr~5iding. Session ope-ned by sing­
ing; a season for silent prayer and reading th~ 
Prayer for Guidanc~. A telegram from th~ 

San Francisco Aucmbly conv~yed their regr~ts 
not to be able to send to the Convention a deJe­
gat~ this year, and ext~nded a cordial invita­
tion 10 hold the Annual Convention in San 
Francisco in April, 1915. On motion, it was 
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unanimously re50h'w: Thai, It is the sense of 
this Convention that the next Convmtion 
should be held in San Francisco. and that the 
ExttUtive Board of this Unity be authorixed 
to take action to that end. 

The publication work was discuuoo by the 
Convention. Miss Mary Lesch was called upon 
and responded for the Publication Board and 
Miss Gertrude Buikema responded for the 
STAll. or THE WEST. 

The following resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 

We r~o.nize the work of tbe Pub/iUlion Board 
and the Su •• o. THE \VUT as absohlld:r UKntial to 
the purpoRl Ind objects of the M.", .. k·el-AUi.. 
work; and that we place upon the aeye<ll ANCmbliei 
the imperlt;wc duty of .Iimllla!'n, lubtcr;ption. 10 the 
ST ... o. THI WaT and of nuhhlbinr cirelll.tin, 
Libnriu by dillribulinl .genei,.. in n~b of the 
Aq.emhUq: and of placin, in tbe Public Libradu 
wbete each of the A_mblie. i. located one full ... t or 
sample of all the .undard literature of the Bahai 
Publllh;n, Society. 

It was suggested that the literature of the 
Bahai Movement should be reviewed, and Mr. 
Vail was asked to write such a review for 
the STAR. OF THE WEST. Mr. Lunt reported 
progress upon the task assigned for the prep­
aration and publication of an article setting 
forth the meaning, functions and purpose of 
the Mashrak-el-Atkar. He spoke of the deli· 
cacy and difficulty of the task, of the steps 
taken to gather material. and asked from all 
the friends their participation and their sincere 
prayers for guidance, that all our eyes may be 
opened and our perceptions Quickened, that we 
may lee and realize the significance and pur­
pose of this great edifice and stimulate all to 
assist in its speedy realizatiolL 

On motion, a committee of the Convention 
prepared and sent as the Greetings of the Con­
vention the following telegram; 

To Woodrow Wll..,n. 
Prc.ldent of the United States. 

White HOUle, Waoh.ineton, D. C" 

The nlha, Unity of America. in annuat conyeD!ion 
uRmbled .... nd you Kredin, and ,rUeful eommenda' 
I;On of the wille patience with which you p'''Rvere in 
the "ath of Puce and uphold thl hi,helt hOMr of 
our beloved Republic, wh.ieh conl;o\. in .uch I prudent 
uerdoe of our nationll power .. aIIall eommend the 
bleNin( of libert,. to !hOIle people. It" favored than 
ourRtytl, We feci that in ,.our course you Ire fol· 
lo"';n( the mO'it u..olttd ... 0111. of our "'ie: "Be tbe 
ClUIC of romfor! Ind the promotion 01 bumlni!y. Tbi. 
handful of dUll, tbe world. is one bome: let it be in 
unity. Le! not a min glory in this, that he 10Yel hi, 
counn,.; let him nther (lory in this, thlt he lonl 
hi, kind." r" our hurt. i. the «rtalnt,. that only 
throu(h thi, ruli.Uion of the CllC'ntill onene .. of 
humanity i. that Uniycua! Peace toward ... hidt you 
.nive attainable. We fernntly pr.y our lIeavenly 
Father 10 to moVe the hearn of .11, Ihat Ihe clouds 
of war .baH pa .. and tlte "~fo.t Great Peace" ahall 
come. 

An£llNOON SESSION. 
On motion, a committee of the Convention 

sent the following telegram to Dr. and Mrs. 
Bagdadi at Montreal; "Abha Greetings from 
Convention to Zenat and Zia." 

Mr. Hall presented to the COllvention a com­
munication from Sheridan Road Improvement 
Association. 

The Convention then proceeded to the elec­
tion of the Executive Board of the Bahai Tem­
ple Unity for the ensuing year, a~ follows: 

Albert lL Hall. PrWdent. New Yorl< Ufe Buildinll, 
Minnupolil. :\Iino, 

;I.(u. Annie 1.. P,rmerton, Vice· President. S4J 
Mitchell Aycnue, Cincinnali, 0, 

Mr. Allred E. Lurlt. Secretary, 15 State Street, 
Boston, M_ 

Mr. WIlliam H, R,ndall, ANiltant Secretary, 1\4 
State StrW. nolton. Mlsa. 

Mr .. Coril1ne True. S338 Kenmore Avenue, Chica,o. 
Ul. 

M .. n .. nud 1'01, JaeoblC'n, Tre .. urcr, 556 Howland 
Avenue. Keno.h •. Wi .. 

Mr. William C. Raltton, 2101 Van Ne .. Avenue, 
San Franei..,o, Cal. 

Mr. Edward R. Kinney, 276 West EightY'ai"th Street. 
Ne ... York. N. y, 

Mr. Mountlort Mill .. J27 West End Avenue, New 
York, N. y, 

Greetings and cheer were sent to Brother 
Babcock, at \Vashington Veterans' Home, Port 
Orchard, Washington. 

A committee prepared and presented the 
following inscription to be placed in the auto­
graph book prepared by Mr. Charles Mason 
Remey, to be sent to Abdul-Baha by this Con­
venti on: 

To the Holy PrelC'nce of Abdul,BIH-Him around 
wbom all Name. r"""ln_ith loving Kreetings from 
thy .piritual children ... we Itrive in unity of hear! to 
build the T~Dlple of the Lord, Mllhrak·cl-A.kir Con, 
velltion. Chiugo. April 25,28, 1914. 

::\liss Marian E. Jack, by request, gave a full 
report of conditions and progress of the CaWle 
in London. Greetings were directed sent to 
Miss Martha Root, Pittsburgh, Pa,; to Mr. Roy 
C. Wilhelm, Mr, Mountfort Mills, and Mr. 
Fugeta; also to a number of sick friends for 
wll:om prayers for the sick had been offered by 
name, from time to time during the Conven­
tion. Mr. Gregory read from the Hidden 
Words the following: 

o Child of My Mlid·Sen.ntl Guidance hath ever 
been hy word., but at this time it i. hy decda. ThaI 
i., all pure deed. mun appear froa> the templt of man, 
because all are plrtne ... In word .. but pure .,.d holy 
deeds belo"ll' especillly to Our fdelld.. Then Itrive 
with yo"r life to be d;ftinruished among III people b,. 
deeds: Th" .... e eabon you;n the holy. ,-"diant Tablet, 

o :\Iy Servantli Ye are the trtel of .My prden: 
ye must bear huh Ind beautiful fruita, that ye lad 
othcrs may be profited by them. Therefore it ;. nec_ 
ary for ,.ou to enplIC In art • .,.,d busineN.. '!"hi.;. 
tbe means of lltaining ... ealtb, 0 ye po .. ...... rs of in· 
tcllr<:L Affairs depend upon mean .. Ind the ble .. '"'' 
of God will appear therein and ""ill enrich you. Fruit. 
lell tree. have becn and wHi be only fit for fire. 

The Bride of Wonderful Si(nilicallces. ,,·ho ",u con· 
culed bebind the veil. of words, hath appeared througb 
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I)i)';n~ Providence .nd Heannl, Bounties, like IInlo 
the Radian"" of the Dullt)' of the Beloud. I lutify. 
o friend., that the Bounty haa become complete. the 
Evidence i. , .. compli,bed. the A • ..,ment mlnifuted, 
and the Rea..,,, affinned. Now what will )'0'" en­
deavor •• how forth from the degru, of devotion 1 Thul 
ue the flv"n pccfected IInlO yc and unto all who are 
in the Ilea .. "". and earths. Pr.i'e be unto God, 
the Lord of all mankind 1 

~fr. Kinney chanted the following: 

o my Godt 0 my Godl Unite the heartt of Thy 
"'''''1''\1 and ."vul to them Thy G...,.t PU'POIe. !.lay 
they foltow Thy Commandm"ntl .nd abide in Thy 
La ... Help tbem, 0 Goo, in their endeavor, and ,raol 
IM-m Ilren"h to ... rn Thee. 0 God, leave th .. ", nol 
to themICI" .... bu t guide their Ilep. by the Lilht of 
Knowled,e and cbcer thir burlS by Thy Love. Ver_ 
Hr. Thou .,., tbeir Jlclpoor and their Lord I 

After the singing of the "Benediction" by the 
congregation, :\Ir. Hall read the following 
prayer: 

o m)' l..ordl Make tbcm Th), reful&cnl da .. n. 
.. hkb 'hine and rtum llpon IILe temple of IInit)', to 
tbat the,. may be relUldUlcd from tbe tombs of nCIL' 
lillence, unfurl the .tAnd ... d~ of virtue Ind chant the 
'Oertel of Hlf'abneralion and Jl:nundation .. hile blOt· 
enill8 tow .. d tbe aha. of sacrifice. Veril)" TIrou .. t 
espcciaH~inll to Th)' Mercy ... homllOC.er Thou wille.t 
Ind, 'OCril)" Thou art ""werful in an thinrL 

PUBLIC ME.ETlNG, TUESDAY EVENING, APRIL 
28TII, ASSElolBLY HALL, NOftTIIWF.STDN 

UNIVE.RSITY BUflJmm 

The public meeting was even more largely 
attended than the meeting on Monday evening, 
and the same Spirit pervaded the Assanbly. 
Mr. IIall presided and introduced the friends 
who spoke. Mrs. Haney read the words of 
Abdul-Raha 011 the Di,-ine Educator (STAR OF 

THE WtST, Issue No. 6, Vol. 4 ). Mrs. Ives 
told the simple, touchillg story o f a sweet soul 
"who Jived the life." :'I1r9. Guy, of Boston 
gave a. stirrillg address, paying glowing tributes 
to the great religious movements of the world 
today; to Christian Science with its teachings 
of Love, Unity and Healillg: the \Voman's 
Movement, and mallY others, all teeming with 
courage, Love, Life, all rays of the Glorious 
Sun of Truth which is shilling in the world 
today through the Revelation of B.'l.ItA'O'LLAH. 
M r. Killney chanted ill most melodious cadence 
the challt: 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this is~ue con­
tains: (1) Talk by Abdul-Baha published in 
The Chri.slio" Commofltoeollh (in Arabic); 
(2) talk by Abdul-Baha at feast of :\1irza Ali 
Akbar Nakhjavani, Haifa, Syria; (3) good 

Glory be to Tbee, my God and my ll~lo"MI Tb,. 
I'irt i. bllntin. in me, 0 III)' Lord, and I f~c1 itt 110'" 
inl in c.-cry member of Illy wuk bod,.. E.-u), orlP" 
of m)' tempI" d«larCil Th,. Pow"r ~nd th), JOdI,h!, .nd 
eYer,. member tUlilitl that Thou ut po..-erful Over lli 
Ihinrs. Ily Thy Strena;th I am .tronr to withltand 
.ll tria!. and t~mpt"tion.. Make linn Tb)' Love in m,. 
bean. and then I cln bear IlL the ... orda of the earth. 
Ver,l)" e¥cr), bair of m)' head sa,.., "Were it not for 
ui.l, in Thy Pith I Ihould not hlVt appreciattd Th)' 
Lovel" 0 my Lord, .t.cnlthen me to urn.in firm 
and to upbold the baud, of Thy Couse. to ~rv" Thee 
amon, Thy people. Thou art Lov;nrl Thall art 
Bounti full 

Rev. Albert R. Vail delivered a most inst ruc­
tive, stirring and eloquent presentation o f the 
Bahiii Message. The speaker so thrilled all 
those present and proceeded with such rapidity 
and precision through his theme that those who 
were takillg notes forgot to r~cord as they lis­
tened. \Ve hope to illducc Mr. Vail to repro­
duce this address ill some form for future pub­
lication. He led to this climax: The thillg 
new and unique is the Divine Authority ill 
which the Revelation o f BAHA'O'LLAJI is uttered. 
lie spoke ill the assurance of Divine Authority, 
the Authority that was in Jesus, alld lived the 
Truth he spoke. 

Mu'Usc or TifF. ExuUTlVF. BoARD, \VEDX£,SDAY 
:'Iioasll'"G, ApRIL 291'11. 

The ncwly elected Executive Board met at 
the home of Mrs. True, \Vednesday mornillg, 
April 29th, alld elected the following officers 
for the ellsuing year: 

AI.J!ER'r H. HALL, New York Life Bldg., Min­
neapolis, Minll., President. 

MRS. ANNIE L. PARMEKYOS. 54J Mitchell 
Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio, Vice-President. 

ALFIU'.lI E. LUK'r, 15 State St., Boston, Mass., 
Secretary. 

WM. H. RANDALl., 114 State St., Boston, 
)Iass., Assistant Secretary. 

MRS. CORINNE TRUE, 5338 Kenmore Ave., 
Chicago, Fina.ncial Secretary. 

~[RS. lsABF..L FIlASEIt, SJ38 Kellmore Ave.., 
Chicago, Assistallt Financial Secretary. 

BDNA1I.D M. JACOBSEN, 556 Ho wland Ave., 
Kenosha, \Vis., Treasurer. 

Ilews from (a) Chiraz and (b) Enzeli, Persia, 
(c) Denver, Colo.; (4) the European Bahais; 
(5) the Day of Praycr in America; (6) the 
war of the world. 

VOICE RECO RDS OF ABDUL- BA HA may be obtained from Mrs. H oward MacNutt, 
935 EaSlern Pa rkway, Brooklyn, N. Y., at 8S ctob each, indudjn~ packinl: and sh ipment 
via parcel pos!. T hese are disc records and can be used on various phonol:raphs. 
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TABLET FROM 

Vol. V Einar 1, iO (September 8, 1914) No. 10 

MASHHAK-EL-AZKAR: "THE SPIRITUAL FOUNDATION" 
STATEMENT 01' FINASC1AL.SRCRETARY TO AUGUST 31, 19U. 

A CLOSE study o f the talks given by Abdul­
Baha during his sojourn in America con­
vince the reader that the world is upon 

the Eve of Unh-ersal Peace and that the favor 
of raising the Banner of International Arbi­
tration has been g ranted to this revned democ­
racy. III an address to the New York Peace 
Society, H otel Astor, May 13, 1912, Abdul-Baha 
said: "Tht're is no doubt thai this revered 
democracy ..... i11 be able to realize it and the 
Banner of International Peace be unfurled 
here, permeating through the other countries 
from here, Let this Century be the 
Sun of previous Cellluries, the effulgence! of 
which shall la~t forever, so that in the timn 
to comc Ihey shall glorify the Twentieth Cen­
I\1ry, saying that the Twentieth was the century 
of lights, the Twcntieth Century was the cen­
tury of Efc, the Twentieth Century was the 
century of International Peace, the Twentieth 
Ccntury was the century o f divine bestowals, 
and the Twenticth Century has left traces 
which shall last forever," 

BAHA'O'LLAB said: "Originally mank!nd was 
one family, united and compact; later the mem­
bers of this family were divided and sub­
dividt'd through ignorance and prejudice. Now 
the time has come again for their final unifica­
tion. Universal Peace will bring about this 
long-wished-for consummation," 

The deduction is that in this Twentieth Cen-

tury, this 
States-will 

revereo:! democracy-the United 
rai.e the Banner of Universal 

Peace and the long-wishe<l-for consummation­
the unification o f the whole race-will take 
plate. Can we not see clearer than at any pre­
\"ious time in the Mashrak-cl-Azkitr work how 
very important its erection is? Abdul-Baha said 
to Mr. Chas. Mason Remer: "Its building is 
the most importalll o f all things. This is the 
~piritual foundation; for that reason it is the 
most important of all foundations. From that 
spi ritual foundation will come forth all man­
ner of advancement and progress in the world 
of humanity. Therefore, how great is its im-, ... por ance. 

To )'Irs. Goodall and :\Irs. Coopn, o f San 
Francisco, Abdul-Bahii said: "Not only does the 
building of the Mashrak-el-Azklir have an ef­
fect upon those who build it, but upon the 'tvhole 
wor/d." 

To Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 1Ianey, Abdul·Baha 
said: "When the )fashrak-el-Azkir, with its 
acct'ssorie.~, bc-comt's established in the world, 
aside from its religious or spiritual influence, 
it will ha\'e a tremendous t'fJect upon cir~·Ii:la­

tion. Aside from the religionists who will feel 
its influence, materialists will not be uempt 
therefrom. Moreover it contains Divine Wis· 
dom, and will have spiritual effect upon the 
{ntd/eds and thoughts. Subsequent to in 
erection these will become evident." 
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In a Tablet to :\fn. Claudia S. Coles, Abdul. 
Baha wrote: "Know thou that the building of 
the Mashrak-el-Arlcir is the greoltst tOllnda­
lion ill those regions. God said in the Koran, 
'Those who helieved in God, ilnd the La~t 

Day, shall Luild the Temple of God I' It is 
inCllrnbenl upon thee and all to put forth the 
best effort, in these days, in building this Glor­
ious Temple, raising the tumult of Commemo­
ration therein, during the wing of the night. 
at dawn ~nd at eventide. It is incumbent upon 
ye (men and women) to be united in this great 
cause, so that yc: may be confirmed by the 
Divine Bounty and :Merciful Spirit, buo",e m­
crl(JJld ~uith tntrRY alld POWl', and gOl/1 a 
recomp,nse alld estimation. 

check for $1,000.00. The writer says: "I am 
sending a check for the Mashrak-d-Azkir-a 
war offering loward our Bahai Temple of 
Peace. H ow merciful Cod has been to this 
country I In Europe, fathers and brothers have 
been torn from their wives and little children, 
and many lelt at home are in want of dire ne­
cessiti~s. Our beloved ones are not facing muti­
lation, acute suffering, death. 1 send this a5 a 
thank offering-though it seems minute indeed 
to express what 1 feel." 

Let America arise ..... ith greater energy and 
power to hasten the collection of the required 
sum for beginning the foundation of the 
Mashrak-d-Azkar. 

BADAl TtMPLE UNITY". 
A letter has just been received containing a By Con'llne True, Financial Secretary. 

STATEMENT 

Statement of Finance. of Mashrak-el-Azkir for the year April 22, 1913, 
to Apri125, 1914 ; also for the fint four months of the new year (10 August 31, 
1914) : 

APRIL 22, 1913, TO APlIIL 25, 1914. 

R&CEIPT5. 
In bank beginning of year ................. ................... .... $ 9Ce51 
Total subscriptions .............................................. 13,503.79 
Interest paid by bank ............................... ,... ... .. ... ... 22.20 

Total moncys received ........................................ $14,434.50 

DISBUltSUi£NTS. 
On lanel ......................................................... $ 9,0IX).OO 
Interest on unpaid notes ...... " ................. .............. 6(X).OO 
Taxes and assessments...... ........................... ........... 1,768.73 
Attorney's fee............... ................•............... 500.00 
Rank exchange on cheeks....... ....................... ..... .. 11 .55 
Miscellaneous incidentals.... . . . ........ .................... ... 232.25 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . .. ........... . .............................. $12,112.53 

RECEIPTS FOR FIRST FOUIl MOXTUS OF NEW VEAL 

In bank April 25th, 1914 ........................................... $ 2,321.97 
Contributions to August 31-

April (25 to 30) ........................................ $258.00 
r.1 ay .... ............... , ..............•............... 388.60 
June .................................................. 351.09 
July ..................................••.............. 483.31 
August ............................................... 344.22 

Total receipts.. ..... ...................•......... ...... 1,82522 

DISBL--.5E l,I ENTS. 
Miscellaneous incidentals ......................................... $ 120.43 

In bank August 31, 1914 ........................................... $ 4,026.74 

CORINNE TRUE, 
Financial Set;re/ary. 
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WAR AND PEACE 
ADDRESS BY ARDUL.BAHA AT HAI F'A. SVRIA 

From Th, ChrisliaK ComPIWHwtoUh. 

THE room at Haifa in which Abdul-Baha 
5 oke was crowded with pilgrims, stu­
~nt!, and friends. At times he was "ery 

animated and cven passionate. 

world of existence there is no power as effica­
cious and a5 penetrative u the power of love. 
:Military power coerces and compels men into 
obedien~ through unnatural resort to force 
and violation, but mankind yield happily and 
willingly to the power of \o\"e," If nations 
would use their resources in spreading love 

He mentioned that a few days previously he 
discussed with the German Consul the ominous 
signs o f the European War, which had not 

TABLE TALK BY ABDUL-BAHA 
AI Tbonan. Lake ~ .. ev •• Swllwrlaod. belore m ... y peopl .. of dllfereol oaUoo.IIUn. 

o lie who are presenl! 
How long this drowsiness and sleep! How long this ignorance and 

blindness! How long this heedlessness and misery! How long this opprenian 
and injustice! How long this hatred and di~rd! How long this rage of 
ignorant 0Ilt$! How long this grasping with frail imaginations! How long 
this strife and argument! How long this turmoil and these battles! How 
long these racial prejudices! How long these patriarchal prejudices! How 
long these political prejudices! 

Does it not behoolle the beli~eTS to hal'e their hearls lubmiui've through 
the mentioning of CatV Has Cod sealed the hearts and haa the eye become 
veiled with the douds of injustice, that the souls are not aware of Cod's 
bounty overflowing unto all? 

He has created all with His P ower, supplied all with His Mercy, and 
trained all with His Divinity. You will not find in the creation of the Merciful 
any differences. Then let us follow the glorious LORD in our good. policy; 
dealing with justice, favor and generosity. Let us leave oppression and 
wickedness. Let us be as one family, with justice and kindness. Let us 
blend as water and wine. Let us unite as the unity of the souls. We can 
not establish a policy greater than the policy of Cod. We cannot find any­
thing which is suitable to the world of humanity greater than the Bounties 
of Cod. Then be ye guided with the examples of the LoRD. Do not change 
the girt of Cod-which is perfect unity-in this Pathl 

It is incumbent upon ye, 0 servants of Cod, to abandon this discord; 
establish harmony, love, equity, justice and mercy. 

o lie who afe preKnl: The old centuries hcrve paued and the carpet 
of hatred and struggle halle rolled up, because this age has shone with the 
Luminous LighlJ, glorious bounties. admirable lIerKS, apparent signs, lighlJ 
which are dispersing the darlrneu allelliatmg pain-conduclive to unilJJ and 
uprooting inharmon];. Thus the eyes have seen, the ean have heard. and the 
hearts have comprehended. 

then broken out. The Consul contended that a 
nation must lJo on increasing its military and 
naval expendIture if it desires to protect its 
growing eommercial and national interests 
from the attacks of its equally powerful and 
expanding nei/!"hbors and rivals; that the 
greater the military equipment the more was 
the nalion assured of making progress and de­
veloping iu resources. Other Germans and 
members of other nationalities who were 
Eresent all agreed with the Consul. Abdul­
Baha urged that if the power of love and 
peace became predominant its effects would be 
greater than those of hate and war. "In the 

amongst mankind, in strengthening the ties of 
interdependence between nations and govem­
ments, and in establishing fellowship and affin­
ity between the races, how d ifferent would be 
the result! 

The German Consul and others ra ised ob­
jections to Abdul·Baha', ideas, but he insisted 
that neither the conqueror nor the conquered 
would benefit by the present conflict. He reo 
minded them that the nations who were now 
seeking to destroy each other belong to one 
race and profess the same religion, and earn­
estly pleaded for the cessation of strife 
amongst the children of one Father. 
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"THIS GREAT CAUSE, WHICH ALONE INSURES 
THE HAPPINESS OF THE WORLD. MUST 

RECEIVE SUPPORT THROUGH-
OUT THE WORLD." 

_ IS HOLINESS BAHA'O'LLAH, 
fifty years ago, spread broadcast His 
great Movement and proclaimed the 

benefits of International Peace .... 
My fervent hope and fond desire concern­

ing the American people is that through their 
instrumentality the scope of this project* will 
be enlarged, and that earnest concerted action 
between the nations of the world will result 
therefrom. 

This great Cause, which alone insures the 
happiness oj the world, must receive support 
throughout the world. 

-ABDUL.BAHA ABBAS. 

*See article "A Mes.age to the American People" on page 166. 



Supplication 

To the Believers of God and the Maid-servants of the Merciful. 

Portland, Oregon. 

Upon them be BAHA'o'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o Thou H eavenl)) Father! 

Thou hast the hosts of the Kingdom and the spiritual angels. We, 
indigent souls are broken-winged birds; yet we yearn to soar toward the 
immensity of the Kingoom. We are thirsty fish; we seek the Sea of the 
Water of Life. Weare the butterflies of the nether world; we long for 
the Lamp of the Realm on High. Weare in the utmost weakness and 
feebleness; yet we are fighting against the armies of the world. Therefore. 
o Lord of Hosts! confirm us so that the army of Light may become vic­
torious and the legions of the darkness be defeated. Assist us in the service 
of the Kingdom and acquaint us with the Divine Mysteries. Rejoice us 
with the glad-tidings of the everlasting sovereignty and bestow upon us a 
portion and a share of the Life Eternal. Suffer the tongues to be unloosed 
and grant sight to the eyes; so that we may behold the world of the Kingdom 
and may praise with an eloquent speech Thy Beauty and Thy Perfection. 

Verily, Thou art the Bestower and the Kind! 

(Signed) ABOUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

August 4. 1914. Mount Carmel. Haifa. Syria. Asiatic Turkey. 

, 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one In 
lalth and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strenlrthened; 
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifel. 
these ruinous wars shall pass away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. V Masheyat 1, 70 (September 27, 1914) No. 11 

"THE WORLD IS AT THE THRESHOLD OF A MOST 
TRAGIC STRUGGLE" 

STIRRING TALK BY ABDUL-BAHA PERTAINING TO THE WAR IN EUROPE 

From the Diary of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 

Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, 
Haifa, Syria, August 3, 1914. 

Dear Friends:-
All over the city there is great commotion; 

people are wild with excitement. A new im­
perial Irade has come from Constantinople that 
any and every man between the ages of 18 and 
45 must be enlisted in the army register and be 
ready to leave at a moment's notice. For the last 
few days we have heard that war was threaten­
ing between Austria and Servia, that open 
hostilities have already commenced, that Austria 
has attacked Belgrade, that Russia has threat­
ened Austria that unless she desists from fur­
ther encroachment, she will be obliged to enter 
the conflict. England, Russia and France on 
one hand; Germany, Austria and Italy on the 
other, are mobilizing their forces. The situation 
is very grave. Europe is entering one of the 
darkest crises of its political life. It takes a 
lively imagination to picture the six great 
Powers of Europe armed to the teeth, with 
more than 20,000,000 of soldiers, waiting for 
the final commands of their superiors to jump 
into the battlefield and cut each other's throats! 
Xo one can conceive of a greater foliy and a 
more stupendous sin against humanity. Every­
body here thinks that this war news is the first 
indication of "Armageddon," the universal war 
which will teach mankind as nothing else could 
do, the barbarism of the present-day civiliza­
tion and the futility of all the pacifist move­
ments. Europe is sitting on the crater of a 
world-shattering volcano which may burst forth 
at any moment. The Russian, French and Aus­
trian steamship companies have announced that 
their steamers will not touch the Port of Haifa 
for some time to come: Therefore, instead of 

ten to fifteen steamers a week, there will be 
only one steamer a week belonging to the Khe­
divial Line. The small German colony is 
sending one hundred of its young men to 
protect the Fatherland. Thus you see that the 
atmosphere of this little Syrian port is penl1e­
ated with wars and rumors of wars. 

When the new Irade was proclaimed that all 
the Turkish subj ects must come under the col­
ors, there was a real panic in Acca and Haifa. 
One saw groups of anxious men gathered in 
the corners of the streets, talking excitedly 
about war. The women of Acca were so grief­
stricken that they filled the air all night with 
their shrieks and lamentations. In a literal 
sense no one could sleep. The children of all 
the Persians who have lived in Turkey for the 
last forty years and married Arab or Turkish 
women are under the law of Military Conscrip­
tion. Noone can attempt escaping, as no 
steamer is leaving the port. Large, flaring red 
bulletins are hung in the streets of Haifa, call­
ing the "patriots" to arms. The upper part of 
these bills are engraved with pictures of swords 

• 

and cannons, and the lower part contains the 
call to arms. No one understands the situation, 
and very few can guess what Turkey means to 
do with all these preparations. The prices of 
all foodstuffs have gone up, from 10 to 40 
per cent, especially sugar, tea and flour, as well 
as naphtha. 

This evening Abdul-Baha gave a stirring talk 
on the aforesaid news of war in Europe. All 
the friends were impressed with his words of 
truth, and I will share them with you. He 
opened his address with these simple, dramatic 
words: 

"A resurrection is set up! The world is topsy-turvy! The wrong side of 
human character is up! A general melee of the civilized nations is in sight. A 
tremendous conflict is at hand. The world is at the threshold of a most tragic 
struggle. The evil forces of war are plotting against mankind. The dark waves of 
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sinister motives and satanic passions are battling in the breasts of men. The shafts 
oi intrigues and diplomatic deceits have blackened the sky of man's conscience. 
The chancelleries of Europe have become the combustible storehouses of warlike 
thoughts. Menacing, hidden forces are brought upon the stage of spectacular 
play. Vast armies millions of men are being mobilized and centered at their 
frontiers. They are being prepared for the fearful contest. The slightest friction 
will bring them into a terrific clash, and then there will be a conflagration the like 
of which is not recorded in the past history of mankind. 

"While in America, I spoke before many Peace Societies, Churches and Con­
ventions, and foretold the fearful consequences of armed peace in Europe. I said 
Europe is like unto an arsenal and one tiny spark will cause a universal combustion. 
'0 men! Come ye together and as fa,r as possible try toextinguishJ. this world­
rag~'ng fire,' do your utmost to prevent the occurrence of this general conflict " make 
ye an effort so that this flood-gate of human butchery may not be set loose!' I 
found no one to listen to my advice. I searched, but there were no hearing ears. I 
cried out at the top of my voice, I pleaded, I enunciated the evils of war, but 
people were self-occupied, self-centered. And now this is the result. They have 
witnessed, they have experienced in the past that war is conducive to the destruction 
of the foundation of the edifice of humanity, the cause of devastation of the world 
of commerce, industry, arts and trade. The combatants the conqueror and the 
conquered are both losers. Neither party gains any substantial profit. The two 
combatants are like unto two ships which collide against each other. One may 
sink to the bottom of the sea, but the other will also carry away its injuries and 
bruises. Therefore, the victor and the defeated fail to obtain any benefit. The 
utmost is this: Temporarily one country holds the territory of another. This is of 
a short duration. In the course of the life of that nation, a time will sooner or 
later come when the conquered will become again the conqueror. In the political 
history of France and Germany and their wars, such reverses of national fortunes 
have often occurred. 

"It is very strange to see how 'Illusion' has taken possession of the hearts 
of men, while 'Reality' has no sway whatsoever. For example: 'Racial differ­
ence' is an optical illusion! It is a figment of imagination, yet how deep-seated 
and powerful its influence! Noone can deny the fact that mankind in toto 
are the progeny of Adam; that they are the offshoots of one primal stock; yet 
the optical illusion has so radically misrepresented this plain truth that they 
have divided and subdivided themselves into so many tribes and nations. This is 
German, the other is French; that is English, a fourth is Italian, a fifth is Austrian, 
a sixth is Russian, etc. Although many intelligent men amongst them know that 
this racial difference is an optical illusion, yet they all confess their inability to 
stand firm before its uncanny, invisible power. The Realty is that all mankind are 
from one progeny and belong to one family, but although this is the Reality, it 
exercises no permanent influence upon the minds. . . . . 

"So many wars have taken place! So many countries are devastated, so many 
cities are ruined; and yet people are not satisfied with human butchery, are not 
satisfied with carnage and bloodshed. Still the hearts are stiff and unfeeling! 
Still the souls are callous and cold, still the minds are dark and frigid, still the 
people are unsusceptible and unyielding, still they are in deep sleep! Oh! When 
will they be awakened? When will they become merciful? When will they prac­
tice the Golden Rule? This hatred and animosity destroys the basis of the structure 
of humanity, while love and amity are conducive to the well-being and prosperity 
of mankind. 

• 
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"Today the people are thrown into the utmost consternation! How many 
fathers were lamenting and groaning last night, and how many mothers have 
been crying and weeping in this town and Acca! They are thrown into such a 
panic, they are so alarmed that no description can give an adequate picture! Why 
this tyranny? Who has obliged them to perpetuate these acts of savagery! The 
kings and the rulers, the politicians and the statesmen live in the utmost ease in 
their palaces and send these innocent men and peasants who have never seen each 
other, into the battlefield to tear each other to pieces with shells and cannon balls. 
The armies are the pawns to be played with on the chess-board of their fiendish 
ambitions! How cruel is this! How pitiless is this! How brutal is this! How 
ferocious is this! These so-called leaders of humanity are not willing to let even 
one hair fall from their heads. They are cowards and are sulking in darkness. 
Why do they send these thousands and thousands of men to the field of carnage, 
to be mowed down by each other like the grass! 

"If a number of imaginary or real difficulties have arisen between Austria and 
Servia, if they are really disinterested and are anxious to keep the balance of the 
Powers and not disturb the Peace of Europe, why do they not go before the Court 
of Arbitration? The impartial members of that Court of Arbitral Justice wi11look 
into the nature of the claims of each party, and after mature investigation decide 
which one is in the 'right. Were they ready to refer all their differences to such a 
Court, this war would have been obviated. The Universal Court of Arbitration 
is the only body that shall resolve all the disagreements and contentions that arise 
between the nations of the world. Extraordinary exertion must be put forward by 
the civilized governments to organize such an influential, international organiza­
tion, before which all their quarrels may be arbitrated. What better plan can be 
conceived by man? What harm is there in this? The rulers, the cabinet ministers 
and the administrations of each country will find the utmost comfort and ease enjoy­
ing the fruits of their labors. . . . 

"If we reflect carefully, We observe that since history has been written and the 
deeds of mankind recorded and preserved, no one can point out a single instance 
that Peace, Love and Amity have been ruinous and harmful in their results. They 
have filled the world with joy and radiance and happiness. . . . 

"More astonishing than all these matters is this: These warring nations be­
lieve that the object of the religion of God is war and strife! This is the 
most preposterous idea that any man could let enter into his mind! . . . . 
How negligent are the people! How thoughtless and inadvertent they are! It is as 
though there is not a single iota of love in the hearts of men, as though they have 
never heard the name of love, as though their hearts a:re the sepulchres of hatred 
and envy! Man is the most ferociJolts animal, yet does he accuse the wild beasts 
of the jungle of this quality! The ferocious beasts kill other beasts, but not one 
belonging to their own species. They kill for their own food and sustenance. For 
example, man says the wolf is ferocious! 

0, poor wolf! 0, wronged wolf! The wolf tears to pieces one sheep in 
order to keep its body alive. If it does not kill the sheep, it will die of hunger, 
because being a carnivorous animal, it cannot eat grass. But man, who con­
siders himself lord of creation, will become the cause of the total annihilation of 
a million of his fellow-beings. The poor wolf is a very incompetent tyro in com­
parison with this kind of man! Then he will boast 'I am a conqueror, I am a hero, 
I am a victor, I am a superior General, I am a Field-Marshal, I am an Admiral!' 
Man! It is better for thee to hide thy head under the earth! Thou hast crim-
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soned the ground with the blood of thy brothers! Thy hand is stained with their 
blood! Thou hast slaughtered and butchered God's own children! Thou hast 
destroyed the living temples of the Spirit! Thou hast trampled under thy feet the 
rights of men! Thou hast snuffed out the burning lamps of life and truth! It 
is strange, passing strange, that notwithstanding all these violations of Divine Law, 
thou art yet wantonly boasting and exalting thyself above all mankind." 

When Abdul-Baha finished speaking, the 
room was throbbing with the Spirit! There 
was a blind singer from Egypt, and he com­
menced chanting a number of sacred songs. 

When we left the holy Presence, the spell of 
his powerful word was still with us, and I be­
lieve it will continue to be with us as long as we 
live. 

A MESSAGE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
From the San Francisco Chronicle. October 4, 1912 

ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS, NOTED PERSIAN TEACHER. ARRIVES 

.f/POSTLE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE AND BROTHERHOO'D 
TO DELIVE'R SERIES OF LECTURES 

BDUL-BAHA ABBAS, the Persian 
teacher and disciple of universal peace, 
the oneness of humanity, the oneness 

of God, universal love, the eradication of 
prejudice, arrived in San Francisco early 
yesterday morning. He has been in the United 
States six months, and though his arrival 
here had been arranged for and expected for 
several days by the local assembly of Bahais, 
no one was at the railroad station to meet him. 
This was in accordance with the expressed wish 
of the venerable teacher. He had telegraphed 
that he desired to enter the city quietly. His 
train was eight hours late and he with his suite 
drove to the house at 1815 Califor~ia Street, 
which has been prepared for his residence dur­
ing his three weeks stay here. 

Accompanying Abdul-Baha were Dr. Ameen 
U. Fareed, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab and Mirza 
Mahmood of Persia, Mirza Ali Akbar of Russia 
and M. Fugeta of Japan. They will act as in­
terpreters to Abdul-Baha in the series of lec­
tures he will deliver in San Francisco and the 
transbay cities. 

Abdul-Baha's career is romantic. He went 
to the prison fortress of Akka, near Mount 
Carmel, in Palestine, with his father when 
twenty years of age. With no schooling, except 
the teaching of his noble father, he spent forty 
years in prison. Since his release four years 
ago he has traveled in Egypt, Continental 
Europe and England, pleading for the removal 
of prejudice and the establishment of universal 
peace. 

At the house were a score of people, mostly 
women. One woman said she did not think 

Abdul-Baha would see a reporter, as he was 
going to Oakland in the afternoon. But he did. 

IS STRIKING FIGURE. 

Abdul-Baha is of middle stature, strongly 
built, and wears long, light-colored robes. His 
forehead is high, broad and full, his nose slightly 
aquiline and his beard and mustache gray-white. 
His eyes are gray and Dlue, large, soft, pene­
trating. His gray hair rests on his shoulders. 

"My greatest happiness this morning," said 
he, "is this: That I have come to such a mod­
ern and progressive city. Praise be to God, 
everything' is beautiful and there seems to be 
much joy here." 

After a few questions and answers he was 
shown a copy of the Chronicle containing the 
full accounts of war preparations in the Balkan 
states and Turkey. He inquired if actual hos­
tilities had begun and then asked: 

"Will the Chronicle take a message from me 
to the American people?" Answered in the af­
firmative, he dictated an appeal for universal 
peace. 

AN APPEAL FOR PEACE. 

"Praise be to God: The United States has 
in reality made extraordinary progress; day by 
day they are advancing toward the ultimate 
goal. The material virtues of the people are 
many; ~ow they must think of the ideal vir­
tues, so that the highest of the perfections of 
humanity may illumine the regions of America. 
Among the highest virtues is universal peace, 
the oneness of humanity. The chief ailment of 
humanity today is international strife; this 
militates against the advancement of the ma­
terial and ideal virtues. 

• 
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"The continent of America is isolated so far 
- other countries are concerned; the govern-

-nent is not thinking of making conquests, of 
'llarging the circle of colonization. They are 

'lot thinking to contend with other nations so 
:ar as financial, commercial and political su­
..,remacy is concerned. They are not the rival 
~i any other nation. 

"Their utmost desire is this: That the con­
ment of America be protected. 

"They are engaged in the amelioration of in­
ernal conditions; they are not engaged in war­
:are with any nation. Therefore, they have 
he time and ability to raise the standard of 
~niversal peace and spread the doctrine of the 
neness of God. May their influence spread 

and permeate to all parts of the world. 
"Other peoples of the world have to contend 

• 'ith international difficulties. First, the na­
Ions are rivals with each other so far as com­

-nercial advantages are concerned. Second, 
hey are thinking of the national self-aggran-

• 

'izement. Third, they are thinking of planting 
'lew colonies. Therefore, it is difficult for them 
:0 step into this field, to uphold international 
;eace, because they are contending, warlike, 
'ictory-loving people. They cannot be instru­
:nental in promUlgating international peace. 

PRAISES AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. 

"But, praise be to God, the American Gov­
ernment is no warlike government; the Ameri­
-an democracy is not founded upon warlike 
joctrines. Hence it becomes_this democracy to 
:Jphold international peace and spread it 
throughout the world. Through the promulga­
:lOn of this doctrine will be distributed the 
~reates t blessings. 

"It will eliminate the darkness of prejudice, 
:he darkness of war, the darkness of rancor and 
hatred, the darkness of racial prejudice, the 
darkness of political prejudice. May this dark­
ness be blotted out and the light become wide­
-pread, universal. May the oneness of human· 
,ry become primordial, supreme. 

"His holiness, BAHA'O'LLAH, fifty years ago 
:pread broadcast His great Movement, pro-

claimed the benefits of international peace. 
This took place at a time when the thought 
was not in the minds of men, nor the words 
upon the tongues of the people. At the time 
He summoned people from all parts of the 
Orient. He addressed letters to the sover­
eigns of Europe, setting forth the results to 
accrue from the establishment of universal 
peace. He invited all to participate in a 
world's arbitral court of justice, to be com­
posed of representatives of every government 
in the world, the delegates thereto to be chosen 
and ratified by the governments. Thereto would 
be referred disputes between nations for set­
tlement. In case any government or nation 
should prove rebellious concerning any deci­
sion of the court, the other nations should 
coalesce to force it into obedience. 

"My fervent hope and fond desire concerning 
the American people is that through their in­
strumentality the scope of this project will be 
enlarged and that earnest concerted action be­
tween the nations of the world will result 
therefrom." 

"This great Cause, which alone insures the 
happiness of the world, must receive support 
throughout the world." 

Abdul-Baha will remain in the city for two or 
three weeks. Many of the churches have in­
vited him to fill their pulpits, and his first pub­
lic appearance will be Sunday morning at 11 
o'clock in the Unitarian Church at Franklin 
and Geary Streets. Sunday night he will de­
liver a sermon in the First Congregational 
Church in Oakland. 

Abdul-Baha has been invited to deliver a talk 
at Stanford University by Dr. David Starr 
Jordan, which he has accepted. Speaking of 
this yesterday, he said: 

"The duty of educated men, especially uni­
versity presidents of the nation is this: To 
teach in the universities and schools ideas con­
cerning universal peace, so that the student may 
be so molded that in after years he may help 
carry to fruition the most useful and human 
issue of mankind." 

MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR BUILDING FUND 
Received previously, . . 
Received during September, 

Total to date, . . 

• 

• 

• 

'$ 4,026.74 
1,533.88 

'$ 5,560.62 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o ,100" Star of the Wesl! HE IS GOD I 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain finn and eternal, ere long. thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited. 
thy form is small and thy voice weak. yet shouldst thou stand unEhakable. become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eader. of the faith who are firm in the Covenant. in the 
future thy subscribers wi\l become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase. thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide and at lut 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness. firm,,_.,_ 
"",,,"ess/ (Sig"ed) ABDW,-BAHA AnAs. 

Vol. V Masheyat 1, 70 (September 27, 1914) No. 11 

RECENT TABLET FROM ABDUL-BARA 
-----

Through Aga Mirza Lotfullah, London. 
To the maid-servant of God, Miss Gamble. 

Upon her be BAHA'O'LLAH-Er.-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o thou beloved divine maid-servant! 
The letter, dated May 26th of the present year, was received, but on account of the weak­

ened condition of Abdul-Baha the answer was delayed. Now, as through the help and favor 
of God, health is secured, I therefore write the answer, so that thou mayest perceive that thou 
art not forgotten. I ever remember thee and beg for thee from the Kingdom of ABHA ever­
lasting help and bounty. 

I hope thou art of those who are firm in .the Covenant and that thou wilt call the 
people unto the Testament. The Blessed Beauty has established this Covenant so that all 
(the Bahais) may know that whatsoever things proceed from the Pen of the Covenant (Abdul­
Baha) are based upon infinite wisdom. They should not hurry, for it (wisdom) will become 
apparent and evident later on. 

Abdul-Baha has ever been a concealer of defects and still is a coverer of sins and will not 
attempt to publish the short-comings and the faults of any soul, but will rather keep them 
secret. Therefore, to some the situation seems ambiguous, for they are ignorant of the reality 
of the subj ect. 

Should be (Abdul-Baha) not overlook them and explain all the events then there would 
remain no doubt as to Abdul-Baha's extreme kindness. How patient and long suffering he 
(Abdul-Baha) is! If he ever utters a word or dictates something concerning a soul, it is .a 
matter of warning which arises from kindness. 

It is an act of kindness on the part of a physician when he explains the disease of his 
patient, for his explanation secures the recovery. 

I swear by the God beside Whom there is no other God, were anyone to amputate any of 
my limbs, I would pardon him before he had committed the crime; but I can never say that an 
invalid is robust and healthy, for I wish his recovery, and this is extreme kindness not enmity. 

Therefore, if the believers of God wish to be kind to a soul, they should desire his well­
being and try to advise him, so that the kind physician may prescribe a remedy and thus secure 
his recovery. 

Upon thee be Baha-E1-ABHA! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA-ABBAS. 

Translated at Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria, August 24, 1914. 

- -
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THORNTON CHASE 
fl'EBRUARY 22. 1847 
SEPTEMBER 30, 10'2 

T THIS time last year, the STAR OF THE 
WEST, suggested that the Bahais through­
out America, in some befitting manner, 

observe October nineteenth as "The Day of 
Thornton Chase" inasmuch as it was the an­
niversary of Abdul-Baha's visit to the grave 
of Mr. Chase at Inglewood Cemetery, Los 
Angeles, California whom he eulogized in 

these imperishable words: 
"This revered personage was the first Bahai 

in America. He served the Cause faithfully 
and his services will ever be remembered 
throughout ages and cycles." 

We would respectfully remind the friends 
of the approach of the second anniversary of 
this event. THE EDITORS. 

"DIVINE WISDOM HAS ENCIRCLED ALL" 
Clipping' from Newspaper. Fanwood. New Jersey. June 1. 1912 

• 

FANWOOD HEARS PERSIAN SPEAKER 

ABDUL.BAHA DISCOURSES UPON THE DOCTRINE OF 
UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD 

ESIDENTS of Fanwood borough had an 
opportunity Saturday evening to hear 
Abdul-Baha, a Persian, who has come to 

this county to visit, after spending nearly forty 
of his seventy years in prison in the Holy Land 
for exploiting the doctrine of universal brother­
hood, the doctrine for which his father suffered 
martyrdom. 

While in Fanwood he was the guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Hoar. He will make his home 
for a time at least in Montclair. 

After highly complimenting the citizens of 
Fanwood for their beautiful homes and stating 
that the town ought to be named Spiritville, 
because of its spiritual atmosphere, he turned 
to a discussion of the eternal verities, a synop­
sis of his address being as follows: 

"Material obj ects in the material world are 
subject to change, but the cause of The King­
dom is never-ending. Therefore it is the most 
important. But alas! alas! day by day the 
power of the kingdom is weakened, the material 
forces of nature gain the ascendency. The di­
vine signs are becoming less and less and the 
material powers more and more. It has reached 
such a degree that the materialists are daily 
progressing and advancing, and the divine are 
vanishing. 

"Irreligion has conquered religion. The 
reason for the chaotic condition lies in the dif­
ferences among the religions themselves, and 
animosity and hatred among the sects and de-

nominations. The materialists have availed 
themselves of this difference amongst the re­
ligious and are constantly attacking them so 
that they may uproot the tree of religion. As 
the religions are contending among themselves 
they are being vanquished. If the general is at 
variance with his allllY on account of military 
tactics there is no doubt that he will be defeated 
by the enemy. Now religions are at variance; 
war and strife exist among them, and they 
are back-biting each other, shunning each oth­
er's association nay, rather, if necessary, they 
engage in shedding each other's blood. Read 
history and see what horrible events have 
transpited. All the prophets were sent for the 
sake of Christ, but alas! that the Talmud and 
superstitions contained therein could veil 
Jesus to such a degree that they crucified 
their promised Messiah. Had they forgotten 
the Talmudic traditions and investigated 
in reality the religion of Moses there is no 
doubt that they would have become believers 
in Christ. But imitations deprived them of 
their Messianic bounty. They were not re­
freshed by the downpour of rain of mercy; 
neither were they illumined by the rays of the 
sun of truth. 

"Imitation destroys the foundation of relig­
ion. Imitation kills the spirituality of the 
human world. Imitation has changed into 
darkness the heavenly illumination. Imitation 
has deprived man of the knowledge of God. 
Imitation is the cause of victory of irreligion 



170 STAR OF THE WEST 

over religion. Imitation is the cause of the 
denial of divinity. Imitation refuses the 
law of revelation. Imitation sets aside the 
prophethood. Imitation denies the Kingdom of 
God. 

"When the materialist compares these imita­
tions with the intellectual criterion they find 
they are all superstitions; therefore they deny 
religion. The Jews have two ideas of purity 
and impurity of different religion. When you 
compare them with the criterion of science you 
will find that they are without foundation. 

"Is it impossible for us to receive the infinite 
bounties of God? Is it impossible to discover 
the virtues of the spiritual world because we 
are not living in a day in the past ages the era 
of His Holiness Moses the era of the prophets 
of God and the era of His Holiness the Christ? 
Those periods were spiritual periods of the 
world; therefore, is it impossible for us to 
become perfect in spirituality as those in the 
past ages because we are far from them and 
are living in a materialistic age? But the same 
God is able to bestow the same favors nay, 
rather greater favors upon the present c:entury. 
For example, in past ages He granted to His 
servants reason, intelligence and understanding. 
How can we say that He is not able to bestow 
the same favors upon His people in this day? 
Is it just that He sends His Holiness Moses 
for the guidance of the past nations and 
forgets entirely those who are living today? 
Is it possible that this age has become deprived 
of the bounties of God, when the ages of tyranny 
and conflict of the past ages received an inex­
haustible share of divine bounties? The same 
kind God who has granted His favors in the 
past has opened today the doors of the King­
dom. The rays of His sun are shining, the 
breath of the Holy Spirit is encircling, that 
omniscient God is still able to assist and con 
firm us by His spirit, to illumine our hearts and 
to gladden our souls, to perfume our nostrils 
with the fragrance of holiness. 

"Divine wisdom has encircled all, has spread 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (I) (2) Talks by Abdul-Baha in Acca; 
(3) Poems by Munshid: (a) "Glad-tidings of 
the Return," (b) "Awaking from Heedless­
ness," (c) "In Praise of the Blessed Perfec-

His heavenly table before us, and we must take 
a bountiful share of this divine favor. 

"The work of the shepherd is to bring to­
gether the scattered sheep and to collect the 
dispersed sheep. If, on the contrary, he scat­
ters the united flock, he is not the shepherd. 
As the prophets fulfilled their mission in this 
respect, therefore they are the true shepherds, 
His Holiness Moses came at a time when the 
Israelitish tribes were like scattered sheep; 
discord was rampant among them, enmity and 
hatred increased their disunion. 

"Moses, with divine power, collected and 
united these scattered flocks. He set within the 
shell of their hearts the pearl of love. He 
freed them from captivity and carried them 
from Egypt to the Holy Land. In science and 
art they made wonderful progress. Sociology 
and bonds were established between them. 
Their progress in all the degrees of human vir­
tues was so rapid and marvelous they founded 
the Solomonic sovereignty. Is it possible to 
say that Moses was not a real shepherd and 
did not gather together these scattered flocks? 

"His Holiness Christ was a real shepherd. At 
the time of His manifestation the Greeks, 
Chaldeans, Assyrians, the Egyptians and the 
Europeans were like so many scattered flocks. 
Christ breathed in them the spirit of unity. He 
harmonized. 

"Therefore it is established that all the pro­
phets of God have come to unite the children 
,f men and not to disperse them, and to put 
in action the law of love and not enmity. 
Consequently we must throw aside all these 
prejudices, forget the racial prejudice, the pa­
triotic prejudice, the religious and political 
prejudice. We must become the cause of unity 
of the human race. Work for universal peace, 
sing about the means of love and destroy the 
basis of enmity so that this material world may 
become the divine world, the world of matter 
become the world of the Kingdom and human­
ity may attain to the world of perfection." 

tion and of the Temple of The Covenant," 
(d) "The Unselfishness of Religion," (e) "The 
Education of Children," (f) "Rizwan Greet­
ing and the Emination of the Unity of Man­
kind." 

VOICE RECORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA may be obtained from Mrs. Howard MacNutt, 
935 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y., at 85 cents each, including packing and shipment 
via parcel post. These are disc records and can be used on various phonographs. 
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HESE DREADFUL EVENTS are as 

warnings on the part of God so that 

they may quicken the people and make them 

mindful. Like unto children, who are being 

rocked in a cradle, the harder they are rocked 

to be awakened, the deeper they fall into 

sleep . . . . We shall wait and see what God 

hath decreed to be the outcome of this uni­

versal upheaval . . .. Perchance, God willing, 

they may become mindful . . . . In short, pray 

and supplicate at the Threshold of the Almighty 

in behalf of the heedless souls, for they know 

not what they are doing! 

-ABDUL.BAHA ABBAS. 

See page 186 



Supplication 

Cover the sins of the weak ones with the hem of the garment of Thy 

Mercy! Change the indifference of the heedless ones into the essence of fidelity, 

wisdom and understanding! Grant the souls a loftier effort and arouse an­

other (spiritual) tumult in the minds so that they may sing the melody of the 

Supreme Realm, seek for a Glory Everlasting, long for the delicacies of the 

New World, soar toward the Brightest Horizon, enter the congregation of the 

Almighty and become the recipients of the bestowals of the Kingdom! Thus 

will the dark world become luminous, the satanic field transformed into the 

courts of the Merciful, the mound of earth become the mound of Heaven and 

the terrestrial globe the Eternal Rose-garden. Verily, Thou art the Power­

ful, the Mighty, the Hearer, the Seer! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAhA ABBAS. 

[Extract from a Prayer revealed by Abdul-Baha.] 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Ramleh, Egypt. 

• 

, 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one Ie 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened; 
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So It shall be; these fruitless strifes. 
these ruinous wars shall pass away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. V Elm 1, 70 (October 16, 1914) No. 12 

"IF THE POWER OF LOVE AND PEACE BECOME PREDOMINANT, 
THEIR EFFECTS WILL BE GREATER THAN THE 

POWER OF HATE AND WAR." 

ABDUL-BAHA COMMENTS UPON THE WAR IN EUROPE 

From the Diary of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab 

Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, 
Haifa, Syria, August 6, 1914. 

Dear friends:-
"And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of 

wars; see that ye be not troubled; for all these 
things must come to pass. . . . . For nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pes­
tilences and earthquakes in divers places." 
(Matt. ch. 24.) 

The present conditions of the world are more 
or less the literal fulfillment of the above 
verses. A titanic spirit of unrest has overmas­
tered the higher instincts of mankind and they 
are sharpening their arms for the destruction 
of each other. The history of the world does 
not show a more crucial and a more grave sit­
uation than this! We are face to face with 
the most tremendous struggle of the race. It is 

just beginning, and no one can safely predict 
the consummation of this tragic engagement of 
infuriated and maddened humanity. How these 
\Vesterners, who have made themselves fam­
ous for their finer sensibilities and refined and 
delicate feelings, can engage so cold-bloodedly 
in the business of the slaughtering of humanity, 
is beyond the imagination of the practical think-

• 
ers of this age! 

Tonight Abdul-Baha delivered another quick­
ening and stimulating address on the question 
of the present European war and the coalitions 
which are being formed for the humiliation 
and destruction of their so-called enemies. 
·When all the friends and the large body of the 
Persian students found their way into his pres­
ence, and each person took his seat, he began 
to speak. His earnestness was deep-felt and 
every word moved and stirred the hearts :-

"The gathering storm is most portentous! Mankind is gripped in the 
paroxysm of a fearful alarm. They are in the throes of a deadly consternation. 
On their ashen faces are engraved the distorted pictures. of the coming horrors. 
The kind shepherds have turned suddenly into ferocious wolves, tearing the 
sheep and the lambs into pieces. Mercy has hidden its face; Love has covered 
her countenance; Sympathy does not stretch forth its arms; Affection has flown 
away; Truth finds itself a stranger among a large company of hypocritical 
admirers and Peace does not envisage herself in the clear mirror of the pure 
hearts. 

"About ten or fifteen days ago I had the pleasure of meeting the German 
Consul and discussing with him the ominous signs of the coming European war. 
He delivered himself of the opinion current among the statesmen, that a nation 
must go on increasing its annual military and naval expenditures if it desires 
to protect its growing commercial and national interests from the attack of its 
equally powerful and expanding neighbors or rivals; that the greater the military 
devices and paraphernalia, the more one is assured of the progress of the nation 
and its constantly developing resources. In that meeting there were present a 
number of German and other nationalities. Strange to say, on this question 
they all agreed with the Consul, and concurred in his opinion as though he had 
voiced their hidden and most cherished thoughts. I said: 'If the power of 
Love and Peace become predominant and supreme, their effects will be greater 
than the power of hate and Mars, the god of war. In the world of existence 
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there is no power as efficacious and as penetrative as the Power of Love. Military 
Power coerces and compels men through unnatural resort to force and violation, 
but mankind yield happily and willingly to the Power of Love. 

"'The war expenses of each nation have increased greatly of late years. 
Although there has not been the physical clash and turmoil of actual war, yet in 
reality a financial and economic war has been going on incessantly and draining 
the resources of the people. For a goodly portion of what the poor laborers, 
farmers and artisans get with the sweat of their brows and the labor of their 
hands is taken from them under the name of taxes, and expended over military 
preparations. Hence war is uninterrupted. This exaction breeds discontent, 
class feeling and group consciousness against the established order; everyone 
realizing that human society is out of gear. Now if they could employ this 
pugnacity, this hammer and tongs, this fists and heels spirit, this feverish haste 
in the accumulation of war materials, this waste of great thoughts over the per­
fection of military science, I say if they could expend this exertion and effort, 
this endeavor and high-mindedness, in bringing about Love among mankind, in 
strengthening the ties of interdependence between nations and governments and 
in establishing fellowship and affinity between the races; how much more effi­
cacious it would have been! Instead of unsheathing the sword to shed each other's 
blood, they should think of the perfection of each other's civilizations, sciences. 
arts, commerce, progress and advancement. Is this not better? Is it not worthier 
for the noble station of man?' 

"The German Consul and others would not think of accepting my ideas, 
and started to object to them. 

"Then I said again: 'What victory will you gain out of this war? What 
will be the outcome of this bloodshed? What will be the fruit of this onslaught? 
What will be the result of this aggression? From the beginning of history to 
the present time, what has been the profit that humanity has gathered from war? 
Nothing but ruin, devastation, the desecration of the holy rights of man, vandalism, 
carnage and the brutalization of the ideals deposited by God in the hearts of men. 
And if we read the spirit of modern history aright, we come to the conclusion 
that there is no war of conquest the conqueror and the conquered find themselves 
in manifest loss at the end of the engagement. * * * Consider what ideal 
victories! What brilliant triumphs! What spiritual traces! What heavenly 
Stlccesses have become manifest through the Power of Love! Therefore how 
much nobler and worthier would it be if the sages and thinkers of the world 
expended their physical, intellectual and moral forces in the promulgation of 
the Power of Love among mankind. This Power of Love is the means of 
reciprocity and co-operation between nations! It is the cause of their everlasting 
Glory! It is conducive to the composure and security of the world of creation!' 

"I found my listeners still far from accepting my plea. They were silenced, 
but I knew it was a silence out of respect and not an acknowledgment and a con­
fession that they were convinced. I found today that owing to the declaration 
of war in Europe, the Germans in this colony are very sad, and depressed, so 
much so that it is indescribable. They know that they are in danger; the danger 
of defeat of the Fatherland. Then, why should they hail war? 

"Pursuing my conversation with the German Consul and others I said: 'In 
rea1i~y all the. i~habitant~ of ~urope 0w.e their allegiance to one Religion, and 
tha~ IS .the RehglOn of HIS Hohne.s5 Chnst; they also belong to one racial stock, 
whIch IS no other than Aryan, whIch parent stock migrated from Asia in ancient 
times and settled in the different parts of that uninhabited country. After the 
lapse of many generations, one community called itself Frank, another Saxon 
another Norman, another Latin, etc. Later on, step by step, they fabricated th~ 
means of differences, and many misconceptions crept in which added day by 
day to the gravity of the situation. Furthermore, were we to ponder carefully, 
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we would realize that they are living on one continent Europe. Hence if they 
claim that their misunderstanding is on account of religious differences, as they 
are overshadowed by the influence of one religion, it must not exist. If they 
state that their alienation comes from racial bias, because they are the descend­
ants of one primal race, it must be brushed aside. If they assert that their strife 
is on patriotic grounds, inasmuch as they inhabit the one continent it must have 
no weight. Moreover, they are all mankind. They have grown from one com­
mon trunk and are the branches of one tree. 

"'When I was traveling in Europe, I observed every nation crying at the 
top of her voice: "0 my Country! 0 my dear Country! 0 my beloved Country!" 
I said: Oh, my friends! What are all these clamors for? Why all these ac­
clamations? Why all these uproars and outcries? Why a·ll this hullabaloo? 
These countries over which you are so vociferous and at every moment show the 
signs of obstreperousness, are One Country, the home of humanity. Wherever 
man chooses to live, there is his home and his country. God has not divided 
this earth. It is one globe, one sphere. These boundaries that you have defined 
are the greatest illusions that man could ever conceive in his mind. They have 
no reality. It is similar to the division of one room into different sections, with 
so many hypothetical lines, calling this corner Germany, that corner France and 
another corner England. Of a truth, these suppositional lines have no outward 
existence. These assumed boundaries are canine divisions, for it is observed 
that a number of dogs divide among themselves the public square into various 
sections and if one dare to go beyond the limit set for it, and trespass on the 
rights of others, the rest will set up a dreadful howl and bark and go for it; 
notwithstanding that these imaginary lines have no real forms or shapes. 

"'Again, let us still go a little further and investigate and find out ·what is 
this "country" over which you so quarrel and scramble? A piece of land. If this 
is the case, very well then; it is self-evident that man lives above this earth only 
for a few days and then for all eternity he will go under it. It is his everlasting 
graveyard, his unchangeable cemetery. Is it worthy of man to fight over his 
own burying-ground? To shed the blood of his own brethren? To destroy the 
divine edifice for man is the Edifice of God? Is it noble of him to commit 
all of these inhuman atrocities for the necropolis of dead bodies?' 

"The object is this: These remarks were not relished by the Germans on 
that day, but I saw them today in an unhappy mood. They were visibly agitated 
and disturbed. But on the other hand they are manifesting great courage and 
patriotism. The young men ha-ve given up their work and are ready to start 
for Germany. There are more than fifty volunteers, and probably from this 
small colony nearly one hundred young men will leave for the scene of war. They 
are doing this with perfect joy and without the least complaint. But today's 
news, that Russia, England and Franee are united together to crush Germany, 
has given them much food for thought. 

"How cruel man is to send his brothers into the battle-field, so that they 
may cut each other to pieces! Just on the simple ground that thou art German, 
I am English and he is French! Although in reality they are all human and are 
living beneath the shade of one God. His Divine Bestowals, Favors and Bounties 
have encircled all of them. They are all the sheep of God and He as the Spiritual 
Shepherd is merciful to all. 

"In short, the display of this barbaric passion is no other than the passion 
of nature. These men, like unto animals, are the prisoners of nature, subdued 
and overcome by nature. According to the requirement of nature, the animals 
are pugnacious and strive in the destruction of each other. In the world of 
nature there are aggression, bloodthirstiness, oppression, struggle for existence, 
rapacity. These qualities are the natural laws of nature. Just as these animals 
are captives of nature, similarly man is conquered, subjugated and humbled by 
nature. For example, anger gets the better of man, ferocity prevails upon him, 
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and he becomes the subject of the lower passions. What are all these? They are 
no other than the mandates of the world of nature. 

"Only those persons who are in reality believers in God, who have witnessed 
the Signs of God, are attracted to the Kingdom of God and turned their faces 
toward God they and they alone are freed from the bloody claws of nature. 
Whereas formerly they were the subjects of nature, now they become the rulers. 
Whereas before they were vanquished by nature, now they become its victors. 
In brief, while nature invites man to the baser propensities of ego and self, the 
Love of God attracts him to the worlds of sanctity and holiness, justice and 
generosity, mercy and humanity." 

During the day, many holy scenes transpired 
around the unique personality of Abdul-Baha. 
I was in his presence in the afternoon, and he 
dictated many Tablets for the Bahais in Per­
sia, England and India. Again I met him be-

fore sunset, a wonderful· portrait of heavenly 
ideals, vibrating with the spirit of the Kingdom 
and creating the proper, peaceful atmosphere 
for those who are around him and inspiring 
the hearts with his supreme courage. 

ANTHEM OF WORLD PATRIOTISM 

o mother earth! of thee, 
Home of humanity, 

Of thee we sing; 
Land where our brothers roam, 
Land of the nation's home, 
Under all heaven's dome, 

Let Duty ring. 

Our Father's country this, 
Home of His offspring 'tis. 

This home we love; 
We love all lands and seas, 
One kin its people, these, 
Their bond and nature, is, 

Like that above. 

Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, 
Haifa, Syria, August 7, 1914. 

Dear friends ::-
Rev. ]. W. Van Kirk, the designer of the 

World Peace Flag, writes the following to 
Abdul-Baha: 

"Having had the honor of seeing you twice 
and having the great pleasure of meeting a 
few of your devoted followers in Washington, 
Philadelphia and New York City, I take the 
liberty of sending you an emblem as an ap­
propriate standard of the fundamental and com­
prehensive truths you are promulgating, and 
hope to have the delight of meeting you in 
Acca. You will please find enclosed a flag and 
pamphlet which are self-explanatory. Should 
the way open, I hope to unfurl in the streets 
of Acca the standard of the great ideas and 
principles of the Bahai Manifestation." 

Let friendship fill this place, 
And ring to every race 

Fraternal's Song; 
0, human kind, awake, 
Let all that live partake, 
The long dead silence break, 

The note prolong. 

The nations' Lord; to Thee, 
Friend of humanity, 

Of Thee we sing; 
Long may our earth be bright 
With brothers' love and right; 
Inspire us by Thy Right, 

Great Christ, our King. 

Concerning the flag, he says: "The seven 
stripes are the colors of the rainbow, or what 
is called in science the spectrum analysis of 
white light. As the light of the sun passes 
through the drops of rain, it is broken up into 
the primary colors of red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo and violet, and thrown on the cloud 

• 

beyond the observer. Also when light passes 
through a prism it disperses into the same col­
ors. And when these colors are reunited they 
produce white light. The seven stripes in gen­
eral represent the human race as it has passed 
through history. It has been broken up, segre­
gated and divided into many nations, races, 
languages, civilizations, sects and parties of 
various kinds, yet, at the same time, it shows 
that they are not naturally independent, antag­
onistic or enemies of one another, but are parts, 
shades or phases of one common humanity." 



• 
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In another place, he says ~ "For more than 
a generation the world has been in a transition 
f rom liberty to fraternity, from egotism to 
altruism, from personal liberty to fraternal 
liberty, from individuality to social solidarity, 
from patriotism to humanitarianism, from re­
ligious and ethical sectarianism to spiritual and 
moral unity, from organic disunity to organic 
unity, from the rule of bossism to government 

"0 thou respected truth seeker! 

by the people and from selfishness to brother­
hood. The era of fraternity has wen set in." 

The above statements were translated and 
read to Abdul-Baha, and he was wen pleased 
with them. The "Anthem of World Patriot­
ism," (see opposite page) which we are trans­
lating into Persian, is quoted above as a pre­
lude to the Tablet Abdul-Baha revealed to Rev. 
J. W. Van Kirk as follows: 

"Thy letter was received. It reflected the sentiment of the oneness of the 
world of humanity. The flag that thou hast forwarded was in reality the fore­
shadowing symbol of Universal Peace. Today all the nations of the world are 
animated with a warlike spirit and all the governments of the world are filling 
their military storehouses, inventing infernal machines and perfecting their man­
killing engines; so that their martial powers may preponderate each other; es­
pecially the Continent of Europe has become an arsenal of combustible materials. 
It needs only one tiny spark to set that hell into a world-wide explosion. It 
will be. then such a titanic conflagration that its lurid flalnes shall blazen all the 
horizons. Hence the 'Anthem of Universal Peace' has still no charm in their 
cars. Their universally-accepted political axioms are that the greatness and pros­
perity of a nation depends on her military and naval powers. The more elaborate 
these preparations, the better protected and secured the well-being and happiness 
of that government and nation. The kings and rulers of the world are not yet 
ready to acknowledge that Universal Peace is conducive to the life of the world 
of humanity. In a similar strain the nobles, the demagogues and those in authority 
find their glory and reputation in naval and military preparedness. 

"Consequently it is impossible that 'economic contentment' be realized by 
the people of the world save through the transforming Power of Faith. For 
Faith is the solver of every problem. Therefore you must strive to strengthen 
the foundation of the Religion of God. Through the Power of the Religion of 
God every difficulty will be disentangled. The Power of the Religion of God 
will humble the kings and set at naught the crooked motives of those who are in 
supreme authority. Then endeavor ye, that the Power of True Religion which 
breathes the Spirit of Life into the dead body of the world of humanity, may 
be promulgated. This is the antidote for the poisoned body of the world and 
a quick-healing remedy for the rancorous disease of man. For this reason diffuse 
thou as much as thou art able the sweet Fragrance of the Holy Spirit, teach the 
people the Divine advice and exhortations and spread far and wide the heavenly 
Teachings * * *." 

Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, 
Haifa, Syria, August 8, 1914. 

Dear friends:-
The sun had set behind Mount Carmel. The 

delicate shades of its after-glow red, pink and 
orange had painted the Western horizon of 
the Eastern sky. The white, fleecy clouds were 
transformed into golden castles hanging be­
twixt the heaven and earth. It was as though 
Iris, the beautiful Goddess of Rainbow, had 
tinted the blue azure and she herself living in 
one of those lovely mansions of the air and 
making a magnificent display of iridescent 

colors and prismatic hues for the delectation 
of her admirers. The sunrise and sunset on 
Mount Carmel are especially gorgeous and 
superb, for one often observes the sea and 
mountain on fire a brilliant and respendent 
scene of dazzling colors, blended and suffused 
together in one magnificent whole. On this 
particular evening there was a lull in the air 
and a calm grandeur enfolded us. There was 
the softest rustle through the trees and flowers 
and the sweetest songs on our lips. A few 
of us were thus enj oying the pure deliciousness 
of the garden of Abdul-Baha. The light zeph-

[Continued on page 186]. 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o thou Star of the West! HE IS GOD! 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy! Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Babais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unEbakable, become the object of tbe attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide- and at last 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all tbese depend upon firmness, firmnl", 
firmness! (Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

Vol. V Elm 1, 70 (October 16, 1914) 

RECENT TABLET TO THE PERSIAN BAHAIS 

HE Is GOD! 

o :lie friends of the heart and soul of Abdul-Bahal 
The violators of the Covenant have raised a new cry and have written 

to Europe "That Abdul-Baha has become exceedingly weak. that he is no 
longer able to perform any work, and that he is in great danger and before 
long he will say his farewell words. Now, this is our chance." 

From this news suddenly through the blessing of the Blessed Perfection 
health was granted to me. Immediately I began to write Tablets so that 
the "Aiadi"'" of the Cause of God would give the Glad-tidings to the 
friends that Abdul-Baha is not weak. Through the help and assistance 
and the blessing and confirmation of the Blessed Beauty he is exceedingly 
healthy, and the proof of it is that day and night he is either writing or 
revealing (Tablets). Through my own will power all the symptoms dis­
appeared. In short. now I am writing with exceeding joy and happiness. 

The writings of Mirza Abul-F azl may my life be a sacrifice to 
him I am sending to you in order that you will. all together, compile books 
from these writings and immediately print and circulate them. 

I expect Divine confirmations for the "Aiadi" of the Cause of God. 
Upon them be the blessings of their benevolent Lord. 

Upon ye be Baha-EI-ABHA! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

* "Aiadi" means "hands" and refers to four Bahais in Teheran, Persia. 

No. 12 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue contains: (1) Tablet for Bahais, East and West; (2) Talk by 
Abdul-Baha pertaining to tbe war of the world; (3) Tablet acknowledging congratulations from friends in 
Russia; (4) Tablet regarding spreading the Fragrances of God in the blessed city, N oor, and Mazendaran, 
Persia; (5) glad-tidings from Banda Juz, Persia; (6) news from the Holy Land; (7) announcement 
regarding voice record of Abdul-Baha; (8) photograph from friends in Batum, Russia; (9) poem by Mirza 
Hossetn Touty. 

• 
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Reading from left to right: 
GEORGE LATIMER, Portland, Ore. 

MAX BENDER, Esslingen, Germany 
CHARLES MASON REMEY, Washington, D. C. 

MIRZA AZIZOLLAH, Shiraa, Persia 
DR. HABIBOLLAH, Teheran, Persia 

GUSTAV EGER, Esslingen, Germany 
ALMA S. KNOBLOCH, Germany 

JULIE STEABLER, Stuttgart, Germany 
HUGO BENDER, Esslingen, Germany 
MARGARETHE DORING. Stuttgart, Germany 

RICHARD KOHLER, Esslingen, Germany 

LETTER FROM MR. CHARLES MASON REMEY 

Stuttgart, Germany, August 22, 1914. 
To the friends of Abdul-Baha in Washington, 

D. c., through the kindness of Mr. Joseph 
H. Hannen. 

Dear friends in His service: 
For three weeks there has been practically 

no opportunity to send letters to the friends 
in America. On account of this terrible war, 
communications are cut off in all directions, 
and here in Europe all conditions are most dif­
ficult; but now some Americans ate going from 
here to America, so I " will try to send this 
through their kindness. 

George Latimer and I were in Leipzig with 
Miss Alma Knobloch when the first hostilities 
began. There were some people in Leipzig 
who were attracted to the Cause, and the work 
bid fair to progress; but with the commence­
ment of the war all was thrown into confusion 
and it was impossible to carryon any propa­
ganda work in that city. Therefore, we decided 
to come on here to our objective point in 
Germany Stuttgart. After much difficulty we 
got through and were followed In a few days 
by Miss Knobloch. 

Here in Stuttgart we found our Bahai 
friends in great .material trouble, but in a state 
of great spiritual attraction and enkindlement. 

Their beautiful spirit has been a lesson and a 
blessing to us. 

Although we are suffering humanly because 
of the suffering about us, yet our own diffi­
culties are nothing compared with those of our 
German friends. There is hardly a household 
that has not a father, a brother or a son at the 
front, and each day brings the news of many 
killed and wounded you may imagine the rest! 
Think of our Bahai brothers going thus to 
battle! They do not want to kill. They have 
only love in their hearts, but the conditions 
necessitate their sacrifice! 

Yet' despite all this human agony and misery, 
nowhere in Europe have we found such real 
spiritual warmth, peace and joy of soul as 
here in Stuttgart here where the friends are 
all in the very vortex of material distress. 
Every night and every afternoon a meeting is 
held, and the spirit of the Covenant of God 
is always manifest in our midst. Through 
distress the hearts of the people are turned 
towards God, and many new faces are appear­
ing in the meetings. 

Dr. Habibollah and Mirza Azizollah, two 
young Persian Bahais from the American Col­
lege in Beirut, Syria, are also here in Stuttgart. 
Abdul-Baha sent them here on their way to 
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London, with a mission to perform in connec­
tion with the Bahai Cause there; but they have 
been obliged to remain here in Stuttgart. . . 

Pray for the Bahais in Germany, and pray 
for these multitudes who are soul hungry and 
are seeking the peace of God's Kingdom. May 

the friends here be enabled, through the Spirit 
of the Center of the Covenant, to carry God's 
Message to all of these hungry souls. 

Love and greetings to all. 
In His Covenant, 

(Signed) CHARLES MASON REMEY. 

"IF THE POWER OF LOVE AND PEACE BECOME PREDOMINANT" 
[Continued from page 183) 

yrs moved by gently and our hearts were sub- brought you a guest. What nice things have 
merged in the starlit sea of Divine Love. I you for her? She is the guest of honor." 
was weaving garlands of ideals with the fresh, Was not this an ideal picture? Even now 
sweet flowers of the spirit, and thinking of while the whole world is in a great turmoil 
those far-off friends who are always near, when and Abdul-Baha's heart and head are filled 
suddenly Abdul-Baha entered the garden, lead- with pity and sympathy for the afflicted, he is 
ing with his right hand a sweet little girl of still the simple, child-loving father, over-flow­
five or six yp.ars, all dressed in white. He was ing with tenderness, benignity, benevolence and 
talking with her in Turkish, and she was an- affection. 
swering with much grace and dignity. "This This morning I was called into his presence, 
is my guest I" he said, as he pointed to her and aft'er reading a few letters and dictating 
while standing on the steps of the house a number of Tablets, he spoke about the pre~ent 
"Come, Come I my dear friend I We will go war and the tremendous issues at stake. There 
in and have tea and sweets I" And the host are wild stories of battles fought on land and 
and the guest disappeared in the deepening sea and victories won by the contending parties, 
dusk of the night. In the half-darkness of the but they lack veracity and accuracy; and this 
night, I heard Abdul-Baha's clear voice calling evening there was an interesting meeting, 
to his sister: "Khanom! Khanom I I have Abdul-Baha delivering a short talk, as follows: 

"These dreadful events are as warnings on the part of God: so that they 
may quicken the people and make them mindful. But the majority of mankind 
are like unto the children, who are being rocked in a cradle. The harder they 
are rocked to be awakened, the deeper they fall into sleep. East and West the 
affairs of the people a re in utter confusion and the markets of the world are 
afflicted with lethargy. The wheels of international transa.-:tions are at a stand­
still. We shall wait and see what God has decreed to be the outcome of this 
universal upheaval. As for you, pray meanwhile in behalf of the people so that 
the forces of Peace may gain ascendancy over the powers of war. They are 
now in great distress. From all sides they are surrounded with difficulties and 
hardships. Perchance, God willing, they may become mindful and aware, be 
released from negligence, abandon tyranny and oppression, treat each other with 
justice and fairness, and give up the dictates of selfishness and personal interest. 
Our hope is th2'" they may be freed from the cruelty of passion and egoism; 
that these wicked powers may not overmaster them; that they may turn their 
faces toward God; that the hearts may become illumined; that the sphere of the 
minds be extended; that avarice and covetousness may not remain; that trust 
in ,God and self-reliance may take possession of their beings that they may be 
satisfied with their own rights and that they may not rise in aggression to trample 
under their feet the rights of others. Mayall of the causes of war and conflict, 
hardships and sufferings, be entirely removed! * * * In short, pray and 
supplicate at the Threshold of the Almighty in behalf of the heedless souls; for 
they know not what they are doing! May they become emancipated from the 
defects of their own nature! May they be imbued with the qualities of the 
heavenly angels! May they give up ferocity and be characterized with the attri­
butes of the Merciful! May they ever live in accord with the good-pleasure of 
the Lord of mankind! May they become the guardians of the rights of the op­
pressed and downtrodden! May they be the real servants in the Palace of Uni­
versal Brotherhood !" 
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DAY in Persia there are assemblages 

held wherein souls who have listened to 

the teachings of BAHA 'Q'LLAH, repre~ 

senting Mohammedans, Christians, Jews, 

Zoroastrians, Buddhists and the various denom~ 

inations of each, live together with perfect 

accord and absolute agreement. There is 

extraordinary brotherhood amongst them. A 

wonderful love exists amongst them, and all of 

them are a united force for international 
peace. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

See address of ABDUL-BAHA on page 193. 



BAHAI FRIENDS GATHERED AT THE GRAVE OF FRAU SOFIE STAEBLER 

Before the above photograph was taken prayers 
her Visiting Tablet was read. 

were read and the friends also visited the grave of Frau Rouff, where 
These services were most spiritual and uplifting. 

[See page 202] 



We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one III 
:11 a nd all men as brothers;· that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened; 

. -at diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes, 
-e ruinous wars shall pass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

'.01. V Kudrat 1,70 (November 4, 1914) No. 13 
• 

" THROUGH THE TEACHINGS OF BAHA'O'LLAH THE EASTERN 
HORIZON WAS MADE RADIANT" 

Address by Abdul-Baha at the Church of Our Father (Universalist), Washington, D. C., 
Wednesday evening, November 6, 8:15 p. m. 

Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, interpreter; stenographic notes by Joseph H. Hannen. 

RAISE be to God! The Standard of 
Liberty is held aloft in this land. You 
enjoy political liberty; you enjoy liberty 

: thought; you enj oy religious liberty; you 
GlJOY racial or. sectarian liberty; and you enj oy 
~~50nal liberty. Surely this is worth thanks-

• • -"mg ~.. . . 
In this connection, let me comment upon the 

~art felt welcome which has been extended to 
=e in my recent travels throughout America. 

As to the warm welcome which the Rever­
e::d Doctor has extended, I wish to reciprocate 
• '::y and completely. His loving susceptibilities 
e5;>ecially win my gratitude. Surely men who 
a-e leaders of thought must follow such an 
~~ample as his. Liberalism is what is needed. 
-hey must be kind to all the nations. They 
-.ust not be limited, because God is unlimited. 
-he Love of God is unlimited, and whoever 
is the servant of the Threshold of God must 

'ewise be free from limitations. The world 
f existence is an emanation of the Merciful 

a'tribute of God. God has shone forth upon 
p::enomena through His Effulgence of Mercy, 
a~d he is clement and kind to all of His 
c;eation. Therefore the world of humanity 
;;Just ever be the recipient of the Bounties from 
His Maj esty the Eternal Lord. Even as His 
Hol iness Christ has declared, 'Be ye as your 
~ather who is in Heaven.' For surely His sun 
:hineth upon the just and upon the unjust. 
Consequently man must learn the lesson of 
kindness from God Himself. Just as God is 
kind to all humanity, man must also be kind 
'0 his fellow-creatures. If he be kind and 
loving towards all his fellowmen, towards all 
creation, then indeed is he worthy of being 
pronounced the image and likeness of God. 

But kindness is of various kinds, and fra­
ternity or brotherhood is different in sorts. 
At one time brotherhood is of the family type, 

ana kindness is of the kind which prevails in 
the household. This is limited and is subj ect 
to change or corruption. How often it has 

• 
happened in a family that amity has been 
changed into enmity. The second kind of fra­
ternity is that which is manifest in patriotism. 
Man loves his fellowmen because they belong 
to the same nativity. This also is limited and 
is subject to change or corruption. How often 
it has happened that the sons of the same 
fatherland have met in war, bloodshed, strife 
and sedition. The third kind of fraternity is 
that which characterizes racial unity, the one­
ness of the race. Because of that raCial one­
ness kindness is evidenced amongst a given 
people. This likewise is limited and liable to 
change. How often it has happened that 
amongst the same people, the same race, there 
have been warfare, battles and bloodshed! Thus 
it is made evident and manifest that the fra­
ternity, kindness and love appertaining to the 
family, the fraternity, kindness and love ap­
pertaining to the same race and to the same 
nativity or fatherland do not suffice, because 
both are limited and liable to change or cor­
ruption. 

The fourth kind of brotherhood is that of 
species or kind the love of human-kind; for 
all recognize the fundamental human bond 
which obtains amongst mankind. Although 
this is unlimited, it is still subj ect to change 
or corruption. Hence even from this the 
looked-for result does not appear. And what 
is the looked-for result? Loving-kindness 
amongst mankind and a firm, unshakable 
brotherhood; a brotherhood of that type which 
includes all the significances. Now' it has be­
come evident and manifest that through the 
family, or through the instrumentality of the 
oneness of kind, or oneness of race, or oneness 
of nativity, this looked-for or longed-for obj ect 
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is not attained, because all of these are subject 
to change or transformation. In the family 
there is discord and alienation; amongst the 
sons of a· fatherland there is often strife or 
civil separation. Amongst the people of a given 
race there may be sedition or contention. They 
are limited, and subj ect to corruption for it is 
possible to alienate a son from his father, and 
there may be sedition and discord amongst 
brothers. Between mother and daughter this 
often happens. Thus we can conclude that un­
limited brotherhood of any of these kinds does 
not suffice. 

Therefore the Lord of mankind has caused 
His Holy Divine Manifestations to come 
hither. He has caused His Books to be re­
vealed in order to establish Spiritual Brother­
hoo.d and through the Power of the Holy Spirit 
perfect fraternity to be realized amongst man­
kind. And when through the Power of the 
Holy -Spirit fraternity and amity are realized 
amongst men, this brotherhoo<;l and love being 
spiritual in character, this kindness being heav­
enly, these bonds divine, a unity appears which 
is indissoluble, inseparable, unchangeable and 
never subj ect to transformation. It is ever 
the same and will remain the same. For ex­
ample, consider the foundation of brotherhood 
laid by His Holiness Christ. Regard how that 
fraternity was the cause of unity and accord, 
and how it brought various souls to a level 
where they are willing to sacrifice their lives 
for each other. They were willing to forfeit 
possessions, and most joyously willing to forfeit 
life. They lived together in the utmost love 
and good-fellowship, to such a degree that 
even the famous Greek philosopher Galen, 
though not a Christian, in his work called "The 
Progress of the N" ations," says that religious 
beliefs are greatly conducive to the foundation 
of moral and real civilization. As a proof 
thereof he cites the example of a group of 
people of whom he says "a certain number of 
people conterriporaneous with us are known as 
Christians. These enj oy the superlative degree 
of moral civilization. Each one of these is as 
a great philosopher, because they live in the 
utmost of love and good-fellowship. They 
sacrifice life for one another. They offer pos­
sessions for each other. You can say of the 
Christian people that the whole people is as one 
person. There is a bond amongst them indis­
soluble in character." Hence it becomes evident 
that the cause of real brotherhood, the cause 
of cordial co-operation and reciprocity and the 
cause of real kindness is no other than the 

Breaths of the Holy Spirit. Without that it is 
impossible. You can realize some degree of 
fraternity through other motives but this is a 
limited brotherhood and subj ect to change. 
When brotherhood is founded upon the Holy 
Spirit, it is eternal, changeless and unlimited. 

J n brief, in various parts of the Oriellt­
in Persia there was a time when fraternity, 
brotherhood, loving-kindness and all the praise­
worthy qualities had disappeared as it were 
from amongst men. There was no patriotic 
brotherhood, there was no racial brotherhood, 
there was no religious brotherhood but most 
bigoted and prej udiced conditions prevailed. 
Each religion was the enemy of the other. 
Each religion was blood-thirsty for the other. 
The war in the Balkans at the present time 
furnishe's a parallel. Consider what blood is 
shed! What ferocity is shown, what tyranny; 
what oppression! And all of it.is based upon 
religious prejudice, for all belong to the same 
nativity, and yet they spill the blood of each 
other. They are utterly merciless towards each 
other. Again we return to Persia, and find 
what deplorable conditions prevailed, Dark­
ness was widespread through the country. 
There was not even a faint trace of good­
fellowship or amity amongst the races. Nay, 
on the contrary, the worst hatred and enmity 
existed; gloomy darkness everywhere. At such 
a time as this, His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH 
appeared from the Divine Horizon even as the 
sun at mid-day, and in that gross darkness 
there appeared a great Light. He founded the 
oneness of the world of humanity, declaring , 

that alI' mankind are like sheep, and that God 
is the real Shepherd. The Shepherd is one, 
and all the people are His flock. The world of 
humanity is one and God is kind to alL As 
God is kind, whence this unkindness? This 
real Shepherd loves all His sheep. He leads 
them to green pastures. He nurtures all Hi s 
sheep. Whence is this enmity and alienation? 

• 

Whence is this sedition and strife? The cause 
thereof is no other than superstition, because 
each religion amongst the religions has forgot­
ten the fundamentals of Divine Religion and 
certain blind imitations or theological dogmas 
have been created. As these blind imitations 
are various, consequently strife, hatred and 
warfare prevail amongst men. But if we refer 
to the very foundations of the Divine Religion 
we shall discover that they are one, absolutely 
changeless and never subj ect to transformation. 
For example, each of the Divine Religions is 
divisible into two kinds of laws or ordinances. 
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One division is essential and concerns the 
world of morality. What is this? It is the 
Knowledge of God. It consists of the Love 
of God, the love of humanity, ethical institu­
tions, the virtues of the world of humanity, 
the attributes of the Kingdom of God, and 
the new birth or being born out of the kingdom 
of nature. These constitute one kind of law 
which is absolutely common to all and never 
-ubject to change. From the dawn of the 
.\damic day until the present day it has re­
mained changeless. This is the foundation of 
the Divine Religion. 

As to the second division it is accidental, 
of no importance and comprises laws which 
provide for human needs and transactions; 
-'with the exigencies of time and place. These 
are of no importance and should never have 
been made a bone of contention. For example, 
during the time of His Hol'iness Moses Upon 
Him be Peace! according to the exigencies of 
the time, divorce was permissible. During the 
cycle of His Holiness Christ, inasmuch as that 
was out of conformity with the times, there­
fo re His Holiness Jesus Christ abrogated it. 
During the time of Moses plurality of wives 
was permissible because the exigencies of the 
imes demanded it, but during the time of His 

Holiness Christ that exigency did not exist, 
herefore plurality of wives was abrogated or 
fo rbidden. His Holiness Moses lived in the 
wilderness. He dwelt in the Sahara or wil­
derness of Terah, hence His ordinances and 
commandments were in accordance with the 
time and place. For instance, if a man com­
mitted theft in those days to the extent of a 
dollar, they could cut off his hand. Now such 
an ordinance as this is in keeping with the 
desert, but at the present time could a hand 
be cut off because of the theft of a dollar? 
Even the theft of a million dollars could not 
>e punished in that manner. Such ordinances 

constitute the second or non-essential division 
of the Divine Religions and are not important, 
fo r they deal with human transactions and 

• 

changes according to the requirements or ex-
Igencies of time and place. The times change 
and appear in various aspects. 

But let it be known that the foundations of 
the Divine Religions are one, and so long as 
the foundations of the Divine Religions are 
one, why should this enmity and strife exist 
among them? Why this rancor and sedition? 
W hy this bloodshed and battle? Why this 
fe rocity? Is this permissible? Not at all. 
God forbid! 

The third esserttial principle of BAHA'o'LLAH 
was that religion must be the cause of unity 
and love amongst men. Every religion is the 
greatest divine effulgence, the cause of life 
amongst men, the cause of the honor of hu­
manity, and is productive of the life everlasting 
amongst humankind. Religion is not for enmity 
or hatred. It is not for tyranny or injustice. 
If religion be the cause of enmity and rancor, 
if it should prove the cause of alienating men, 
assuredly non-religion would be better. For re­
ligion and the teachings which appertain to it are 
as a course of treatment. What is the obi ect of 
any course of treatment? It is cure and healing. 
But if the outcome of a course of treatment 
should be productive of mere diagnosis and 
discussion of symptoms, the abolition of it is 
evidently preferable. In this sense, abandon­
ing religion would be some steps toward uni~y. 

Fourthly, religion must conform with rea­
son and accord with the postulates of science. 
For religion is reality; science is a reality; 
reason is a reality; and the three being realities 
must be conformable. A question which is re­
ligious in its nature must be sanctioned by 
science. Science must declare it to be valid 
and reason must confirm it in order that it 
may inspire confidence. But if a religious 
teaching be at variance with science and rea­
son, it is undoubtedly superstition. The Lord 
of mankind has bestowed upon us reason 
whereby we are to discern the reality of objects. 
How then can we accept any proposition which 
is not in conformity with the principles of 
reason and the postulates of science? Assuredly 
such a course can not inspire man with con­
fidence. 

The Teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH are numer­
ous. I am giving you a synopsis only. Let 
me touch upon one more: 

The Fifth Principle of BAHA'o'LLAH con­
cerns equality between men and women. He 
declares that all are created by the One God, 
and in His image and likeness. In the estima­
tion of God there is no distinction of gender. 
He who is purer in heart, he whose knowledge 
is greater, who is kinder to his servants, the 
Lord considers him the nearest, be that one 
male or female. In the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms we find the distinction of gender. 
All the plants which you observe are male and 
female. All the trees that you see are male 
and female. All the animals are subject to tbat 
distinction. But in their own estimation you 
will find no distinction. They do not set up any 
distinction among themselves. Nay rather, in 
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the animal and vegetable kingdoms perfect 
equality is established. Why then should man­
kind establish this differentiation which the 
animal does not regard? Why should man 

• 

make this estimate when we know that all are 
of the same kindred, all belong to the same 
progeny? All are the leaves of one tree; aI, 
are the waves of one sea! Wherefore this 
distinction or differentiation on account of sex? 
Wh'lt is the cause? The only reasonable cause 
is that womankind has not received the same 
educational facilities as man. For should wo­
man be educated as man, if she receive the 
same culture, undoubtedly she will reach the 
same level. There will be no distinction. In 
the estimation of God there are no differences; 
both are one, and as regards capacity they 
possess it equally. Both man and woman are 
possessed of capacity and aptitude. If women 
are similarly educated, without doubt, generally 
speaking, they will receive the same preroga­
tives as man. When His Holiness Christ de­
parted, the disciples witnessed His crucifixion 
and it is a fact that they were shaken. Even 
Peter the head of the disciples denied His Holi­
ness Christ thrice. Consider how shaken he 
was! It was Mary the Magdalene who con­
firmed them after she brought them together. 
She admonished them, saying, "Why are ye 
doubting, why have ye feared? 0 thou Peter, 
why didst thou deny Him? for Christ was not 
crucified. The Christ Reality is alive, ever liv­
ing and everlasting! It is eternal! For that 
Reality there is no beginning, no ending, and 
therefore there will be no death. At most 
only the body of Jesus is subj ect to death." In 
brief, that woman singly and alone was instru­
mental in transforming the disciples and mak­
ing them steadfast. Hence we learn that in 
womankind there is an extraordinary power 
and superlative attributes, and that man and 

. woman are absolutely equivalent. The one who 
is r etter educated, whose aptitude is greater, 
whose efforts are higher is most distinguished 
whether man or woman. 

In a word, through the Teachings of BAHA'­
O'LLAH the Eastern Horizon was made radiant. 
Souls who hearkened to His Teachings and 
accepted His Behests, today live together in 
the utmost of amity; in the utmost of good­
fellowship. They even offer life for each other. 
They forego possessions for one another, each 
one preferring the other to himself. And this 
has been due to the declaration of the oneness 
of the world of humanity. Today in Persia 
there are assemblages held wherein souls who 
have listened to the Teachings of BAHA'o'LLAH, 

representing Mohammedans, Christians, Zoroas­
trians, Jews, Buddhists and the various de­
nominations of each, live together with perfect 
accord and absolute agreement. There is extra­
ordinary brotherhood amongst them. A won­
derful love exists amongst them, and all of 
them are a united force for international peace. 
Over 20,000 B:thais have virtually given their 
lives for the Cause of God. The Governments 
of the East arose against them. They wished 
to exterminate them. They killed them. But 
day by day have they increased, day after 
day have they multiplied in strength, day unto 
day have they become more eloquent. They 
have multiplied in great ratios through that 
wonderful power. Consider what is taking 
place just now in the Balkans! What blood 
is being shed! Ferocious animals do not com­
mit such acts. The most ferocious wolf kills 
but one sheep a day, and even that as a prey 
for his food. But now in the Balkans one 
man destroys ten fellow-beings. Each general 
glories in having killed ten thousand men, not 
for food, nay rather for greed, for fame and 
for the dust of the earth. They kill for national 
aggrandizement, notwithstanding this terrestrial 
globe is a dark world of grossest matter. 
It is a world of sorrow and grief; a world of 
disappointment and unhappiness; a world of 
death. For the earth is after all the ever­
lasting graveyard, the vast cemetery of man. 
Yet men fight to possess this grave-yard, wag­
ing war and battle, killing one another. What 
an inj ustice is this! 'What ignorance! For 
the earth after all is spaciotls, and can hold 
all. It is so allotted that every man can de­
rive his daily sustenance from it. The Lord 
does not suffer anyone to starve. All can be 
blessed with the abundant bestowals of God. 
But on account of pure superstitions, and by 
reason of old theological dogmas which have 
nothing to do with the fundamentals of Divine 
Religion, for the sake of such limitations, this 
bloodshed is taking place. 

As to the American people, this noble nation, 
intelligent, thoughtful, meditative, is quite 
disinterested, for its territory is insular and 
geographically separated from the other na­
tions. Here we find a oneness of interest, a 
oneness of policy. These are indeed United 
States. Therefore the United States is pos­
sessed of the capacity and capability of holding 
aloft the banner of international peace. May 
this nation, this noble people, be the cause of 
unifying humanity! May this noble people 
spread broadcast the heavenly civilization and 
illumination! May it be the cause of the diffu-
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sion of the Love of God! May it proclaim the 
solidarity of mankind! May it be the cause 
of the guidance of the human race! Therefore 
I request you to give this all-important ques­
tion your most serious consid-:ration and ef­
forts. Thus may the world of humanity ob­
tain peace and composure. Thus may this dark 
world be transformed into a realm of radiance. 
Thus may the East and the West clasp hands 
together. Thus may the Oneness of God be­
come reflected and fully revealed or mirrored 
forth in the hearts of humanity and all man­
kind prove to be the manifestations of the 
Favors of God. 

Necessarily there will be some who are 
defective amongst men, but it is our duty to 
enable the defective, by kind processes of edu­
cation, to become perfected. There necessarily 
will be those who are sick, morally sick. They 
should be treated in order that they may become 
well. There are those who are childlike. They 
must be trained and educated so that they may 
reach maturity. Those who are asleep must be 
awakened. Those who are indifferent must 
become mindful. But all this must be accom­
plished in the spirit of kindness; not by war­
fare nor in a spirit of hostility; not in blood-

shed, for this is contrary to the good pleasure 
of God. That which is acceptable in the sight 
of God is Love. Love is surely the first Efful­
gence of Divinity and the greatest Splendor 
of God! 

Prayer chanted by Abdul-Baha as a 
"B enediction" 

o Thou Tender Lord! Thou who art 
Generous and Able! Weare servants of Thine, 
sheltered beneath Thy Providence! Cast Thy 
glance of favor towards us! Give light to the 
eyes, give hearing to the ears and understand­
ing and love to the heart. Render joyous and 
happy the souls through Thy Glad Tidings! 
o Lord! Point to all of us the Pathway of Thy 
Kingdon1 and resuscitate all through the 
Breaths of the Holy Spirit! Vouchsafe to all 
the Life-Everlasting and confer the Honor 
never-ending! Unify mankind and illumine 
the world of humanity! May we all of us fol­
low Thy Pathway and seek Thy Good-Pleasure 
and pronounce the mysteries of Thy Kingdom! 
o God! Unite us and connect the hearts with 

• 

Thy indissoluble bond! Verily Thou art the 
Giver, Thou art the Kind One and Thou art 
the Almighty! 

TABLETS AND LETTERS FROM GERMANY 
Stuttgart, Sept. 25, 1914. 

:Mr. A. R. Windust, Chicago. 
Dear Bahai brother:-

I send you herewith Mr. Remey's letter. 
The visit of the dear ones was indeed a 

great blessing to us, especially at these times. 
The meetings were all very well attended and 
many extra afternoon meetings were held. 
Many new souls were led into the Kingdom 
and the glad-tidings were received by many. 
They were wonderful days of spreading the 
fragrances of the Kingdom of ABHA. The 
friends never tire in their efforts and so the 
work keeps on advancing. It is always a great 
pleasure for me to come to Stuttgart, Esslingen 
and Zuffenhausen and see the advancement of 
the new souls and the spiritual growth of the 
friends. We are very thankful to God that 
in the last year several cities became blessed 
through Abdul-Baha's mentioning them. I left 
Stuttgart last year for Leipzig and visited on 
my way Gmunt, Gotha and Chemnitz. The glad 
tidings were given to many and we have now 
friends in those places. In Gera, two hours' 
ride from Leipzig, are also active Bahais. In 
several other places the teachings were given 
with very good results. I hope in a short time 

to return again to Leipzig to continue my 
work there. The friends seem to think it will 
be a gre"at blessing for this land, and I thank 
God that He has chosen me for this great work. 
I ask the friends to pray Jor us always, that 
we may become a strong Center. We will en­
deavor to spread the Bahai teachings to other 
places also. 

Everything is perfectly quiet here-all are 
busy taking care of the wounded soldiers. The 
arrangements here are splendid all are well 
cared for. The Lazaretts (hospitals) are com­
fortably arranged dnd the wounded soldiers are 
well remembered with flowers, cigars, choco­
lates and cakes. The prisoners receive the 
same care, yet a good many of them are mis­
trustful and believe they will be killed yet. 
What astonishes me the most is that so little 
hatred is shown by the Germans, though the 
German soldiers are almost always brought 
back in a terrible condition. . . . 

Bahai love and greetings to you and all the 
friends. 

Your fri'end in the Covenant, 

(Signed) ALMA S. KNOBLOCH. 

Original in German; t,anslated into English by 
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. loas, Chicago. 

[Continued on page 202] 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o tho .. Star of the West I HE IS GOD I 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy suhscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand un.hakable, become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy 
arena will hecome vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide-and at last 
thou sh~lt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all the.e nenend upon firmness, firmn,u. 
fi,.,,,ness! (Signed) ABDUL·BAHA ABBAS.. 

Vol. V Kudrat 1, 70 (November 4, 1914) No. 13 

MESSAGE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FROM ABDUL-BAHA 
(Extract from Address published in this iSElle of the STAR OF THE WEST) 

"GIVE THIS ALL-IMPORTANT QUESTION YOUR MOST SERIOUS 
CONSIDERA TION AND EFFORTS" 

This terrestrial globe is a clark world of grossest matter. It is a world of 
sorrow and grief; a world of disappointment and unhappiness; a world of death. 
For the earth is after all the everlasting graveyard, the vast cemetery of man. 
Yet men fight to possess this graveyard, waging war and battle, killing one an­
other. What an injustice is this! \Vhat ignorance! For the earth after all 
is spacious, and can hold all. It is so allotted that every man can derive his daily 
sustenance from it. The Lord does not suffer anyone to starve. All can be blessed 
with the abundant bestowals of God. Bttt on account of pure superstitions, and 
by reason of old theological dogmas which have nothing to do with the funda­
mentals of Divine Religion, for the sake of such limitations, this bloodshed is 
taking place. 

As to the American people, this noble nation, intelligent, thoughtful, medi­
tative, it is quite disinterested, for its territory is insular and geographically sep­
arated from the other nations. Here we find a oneness of interest, a oneness of 
policy. These are indeed United States. Therefore the United States is possessed 
of the capacity and capability of holding aloft the banner of international peace. 
May this nation, this noble people, be the cattse of unifying httmanity! J\lay this 
noble people spread broadcast the heavenly civilization and illttmination! May 
it be the cattse of the diffusion of the Love of God! May it proclaim the solidarity 
of mankind! May it be the cause of the guidance of the human race! Therefore 
I request you to gi've this all-important question your most serious constderation 
and efforts. Thus may the world of humanity obtain peace and composure. Thus 
may this dark world be transformed into a realm of radiance. Thtts may the 
East and the West clasp hands together. Thus may the Oneness of God become 
reflected and fully revealed or mirrored forth in the hearts of humanity and all 
mankind prove to be the manifestations of the Favors of God. 
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LETTER FROM MR. GEORGE LATIMER 

En Route, Alexandria to Naples, 

Dear Brother Willdust .. 
Oct. 25, 1914. 

After a heavenly stay of two weeks on the 
~10untain of God, Mount Carmel, Abdul-Baha 
has sent us back to America to make a tour 

• • 
of the States immediately. He also revealed 

on fire with the Covenant and there was 
scarcely a meeting and we had one nearly 
every day, often several, for five weeks at 
which we did not see new faces. Now is the 
time for the American friends to show such a 
zeal, for the condition' of the world is demand­
ing and crying out for the Bahai Message. 

a Tablet for the American Bahais which I shall We shall tour the eastern states first and will 

TABLET FOR THE AMERICAN BAHAIS 

To the believers of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful in 
America. Upon them be Baha'o'llah-el-Abha! 

HE IS GOD! 

o 'ye believers of God and the maid-servants of the M ercijui! 
From the Graces of His Holiness Baha J 0' llah I beg for you 

firmness and steadfastness. Today whosoever is a herald of the Covenant 
is confirmed and assisted. In these days a number of souls, whose deeds 
are known in America as clear as the sun, have arisen in enmity against the 
Center of the Covenant. Their's is the vain imagination that they can 
extinguish the Light of the Candle of the Covenant. Vain indeed is their 
their thought. The Candle of the Covenant is like unto the Morning Star 
which neVer sets. 

In short, after a journey through Europe and a visit to the Holy Land, 
their honor~, Mr. Remey and Mr. Latimer, are now returning to America. 
I send them. I am hopeful that from the Bestowals of His Holiness, 
Baha' 0' llah, they may become confirmed and assisted in the diffu­
sion of the Fragrances of God. 

Upon ye be Baha-el-Abha! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAH A ABBAS. 

The original is in the hanrlwriting of Abdul·Baha. Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
Bahai Nest. Mt. Carmel. Oct. 19. 1914. 

copy below. The original is with us and in 
his own hand. This has been an interesting 
trip and we shall be glad to get back to a 
peaceful country. 

It may sound paradoxical to the outside 
world, but our largest and best meetings, espe­
cially on the peace of God with th-e world, 
were held in Germany after the commencement 
of this present war. The friends there are all 

probably reach Chicago after the first of the 
year. We arrive in Boston, direct from Naples, 
about Nov. 15th. You can circulate the above 
Tablet as you think best. Brother Mason joins 
in heartiest Bahai greetings to you and the 
"STAR" and all the friends in Chicago. In 
humble service to the Covenant. 

GEORGE LATIMER. 

MASHRAK-EL.AZKAR BUILDING FUND 
Received previously, $5,560.62; received during October, $557.99. 

Total receipts to date, $6,118.61. 
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o Almighty! 

STAR OF THE WEST 

TABLETS AND LETTERS FROM GERMANY 
[Continued from pag-e 1991 

VISITING TABLET FOR FRAU BABETTE RUOFF 
A Visiting Tablet for the Maidservant of God, Frau Babette Ruoff. 

Upon her h~ nAHA·FL·A~HAI 
HE IS GODI 

Endear thou this maidservant of Thy Threshold, Frau Ruoff, in the Kingdom of Thy Holiness, and 
submerge her in the Ocean of Sight. Overlook her shortcomings; confer upon her Thy Grace I Vouchsafe 
her Thy Purity in the Court of the Paradise of ABHA I Bestow upon her Eternal Life and suffer her to 
become the manifestor of infinite bestowals in the meeting of transfiguration. Verily Thou art the Generousl 
The Pardoner and the Compassionate. (S' d) A B A tgne BDUL· AHA BBAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 18, 1914, home of Abdul·Baha, Mt. Carmel, Haifa, Syria. 

Stuttgart, Germany, Sept. 15, 1914. 
To Albert R. Windust, Esq., Chicago. 
My Dear Albert:-

I send a few lines to you and the friends of 
Chicago to inform you of the happiness and 
well-being of the Bahais in this country. 

dition, yet the people of the Covenant work 
continually in spreading the Message of the 
Kingdom, and the result of their labor is ap­
parent on all sides. 

Although there is in this troublesome time 
no material safety, rest or peace, and all hu­
manity suffers terribly, yet the friends of God 
are in the greatest activity, in spiritual tran­
quility and heavenly fragrance. They have 
meetings every day and their voices are raised 
in the song of the Covenant and hearts are 
illumined. The people are firm in the Center 
of the Covenant they raise no questions in 
regard to the divine institutions of Abdul-Baha, 
hence their meetings are in a growing condi­
tion of joy and fragrance. The physical sorrow 
at present is causing the people in general to 
turn their thoughts to God and inquire into 
the reality of spiritual things. One sees new 
and hopeful faces in every meeting and while 
the country here is in such a deplorable con-

Dr. Habibollah, Mirza Azizollah (the two 
Persians), Mr. Latimer and myself were called 
to Acca by Abdul-Baha. We are at present 
detained in Stuttgart on account of the passes 
of our two Persian friends, which had to be 
sent back to Berlin for correction. Just as 
soon as they come back, we shall start for the 
Holy Land. 

All the friends here join in sending their 
love and greetings. 

Miss Knobloch was kind enough to translate 
this letter into German because only German 
letters are allowed to be sent at this time, and 
they must be open. 

Your friend in the Cause of God, 

(Signed) CHARLES MASON REMEY. 

Original translated into German by Alma S. Knobloch, 
Stuttgart, Germany; rdranslated into English 

by Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Ioas, Chicago.· 

Through Miss Alma 
TABLET TO JULIA STAEBLER 

Knobloch, to the maidservant of God, Fraulein 
Upon her be BAHA'o'LLAH·EL·ABHAI 

HE IS GOD 

Julia Staebler: 

o thou maidservant of Godl 
Thy letter was received. I am much occupied, therefore brevity is befitting. Be very grateful to Miss 

Alma Knobloch and Miss Anna Kiistlin, for they became the cause of thy guidance. 
Thy beloved mother ascended to the a, ex of the Kingdom. She is the associate and the companion 

of the spiritual ones. They witness this world and the inhabitants thereof, for the veil is rent asunder and 
the covering is taken away from before the insight. Beg of God for them the exaltation of spiritual degrees. 

Praise be to God that, on the Day of the Declaration of His Holiness the BAB, you celebrated the Feast 
with the utmost beauty. The nineteen days' Feast has the utmost importance, that the beloved ones may 
gather in a meeting, be occupied with the utmost love and fellowship in mentioning the name of God, and 
speak about the glad tidinl?s of God, deliver the proofs and evidences of the appearance of BAHA'o(LLAH, 
mention the praiseworthy deeds and the sacrifices endured by the Believers of God in Persia, talk about the 
severance and the attraction of the martyrs and remember the co·operation and the mutual assistance of the 
friend-,-, Therefore th;s nineteen days' Feast is most important. 

The believers of God in Persia .acrifice their lives in the path of each other, the rich give to the poor, 
and the worthies protect and guard the weak ones. 

Convey to all the friends the wonderful greeting of ABHA. 
Upon ye be Baha·el-ABHA. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Dublin, N. H., August 7, 1912. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

• 

This issue contains: (1) Talk by Abdul­
Baha to Mr. and Mrs. Moser in Paris; (2) 
talk by Abdul-Baha regarding the war of the 
world; (3) article on Universal Peace and the 

terrors of war by M. Abul-Kassim, Golestane, 
Shirazi; (4) good news from India; (a) Tab­
let to Mrs. Stannard, (b) article by Mrs. Stan­
nard, in the Sind Gazette, India. 
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"The Song 0 The Covenant" 

The Divine Minstrel held the stringed instrument in 
His Hand. and preluded a melody and tune after the Persian 
note. and sang this Song with a loud voice. as follows: 

This is the Ancient Covenant I 
This is the One Who has the Cup in His Hand I 
This is the One Who has brought failure in the market oj 

the Joseph of the Merciful Godl 
This is the Testament of Accord I 
This is a Covenant to hold to. and utterlJ) detach one's selj 

from aught else I 
This is the cause of stopping the cries of contradiction 

(made bJ) deniers) through the Divine M ercJ) I 

This is the- P;e-existent Covenant! 
This is the UJeighlJ) MJ)sterJ)1 
This is the Greatest Secret of the Countenance oj El-Baha 

-MaJ) mJ) soul redeem His beloved ones I 

-.ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
I Extract from Tablet] 

[Following' its usual custom, this issue of tbe STAR OF THE WEST especially 
emphasizes "The Center of The Covenant" in the person and function of ABDUL­
BAHA, inasmuch as the 26th of November is "Tbe Feast of the Appointment of 
Th .. Center of The Covenant." This subject will be continued in No, 15 issue . 
-Y;he /5Jitors) 



THE CENTER OF THE COVENANT. ABDUL~BAHA ABBAS 

• 

I , 

• 

, 
• 

"0 ye loyal friend. of the Ble .. ed Perfection! It i. hoped that through the wonderful be>lowal. of that 
Peerle>. Adored One, a new dynamic acclamation and .tiTTing activity be realized among.t the divine be­
lieve,. .0 that they may obtain a boundle>. rejoicing and exultation through the Melody of the Kingdom 
of Abha, which ha. moved the invi.ible world, and ari.e in the delivery of the Word of God; . • 0 that the 
Holy Fragrance. of God may tram/orm the Ea.t and the We>t into the Paradi.e 0/ Abhal" 

-See Tablet opposite paa:e. 

Photoa:raph copyrla:ht, Mrs. Cabot, 1912 



e desIre but the 2'ood of the world and the happIness of the nations; that all natIons shall become 011. ill 
:; and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the Bons of men shall be stren2'th.Ile4; 

• <!JTerslty of rell2'lon shall cease and dIfferences of race be annulled. So It shall be; these fruItless .trlf ••• 
ndnous wars shall pass away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

: . V Kowl 1, 70 (November 23,1914) No'. 14 

TRUMPET CALL TO THE EAST AND WEST 
TABLET FROM ''THE CENTER OF THE COVENANT" 

To the believers of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful! 
Upon them be BAHA'O'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 

East and West. 

HE IS Goo! 

LO RY be unto Thee. 0 God! for Thou hast opened the Doors of 
the Kingdom of Grandeur and Majesty before the faces of Thy 
beloved ones; overshadowed them with the wide-spreading Tree of 

Thy Mercifulness; stirred them into cheerfulness by the BreezeS of Accept­
ance from the Garden of Thy Singleness and caused the downpour of pure 
Waters from the heaven of Thy Generosity. through which Thou didst 
cleanse the hearts of Thy friends. 

Thou didst resuscitate the spirit of those who 'have arisen in Thy service 
with the Breaths of the Holy Spirit and reinforced them with the angels of 
Thy Sanctification and the unseen Cohorts from the Supreme Concourse. 
Verily. this was no other but a reinforcement from Thee and a fresh Con­
firmation on Thy part; in order that they might arise in the proclamation of 
Thy Word. the diffusion of Thy Fragrances. the perusal of Thy Verses. 
the promulgation of Thy Religion. the propagation of Thy Teachings. the 
universalization of Thy Grace and the strengthening of Thy Covenant. 
Verily. they have pitched on the apex of the world. the T abemacle of Thy 
Oneness. whose cords are unbreakable. under whose shade nations and peoples 
shall dwell and which is glorified with the Bestowal of Thy Effulgence. 

o Lord! Weare weak. fortify us with Thy Power; we are pris­
oners. shine upon us the Light of Thy Freedom! 

o God! This captive has no other protector save Thee; this afflicted 
one has no other guardian except Thee. and this weak soul has no other 
support beside Thee I 

o Lord! 0 Lord! Grant endurance and fortitude to these broken 
wings and brace and steel the nerves of these suppliant birds; so that they 
may soar towards the apex of prosperity. wing their way through the immens­
ity of success to the highest station of worthiness. stretch forth their pinions 
to reach the loftiest point in Thy ABHA Kingdom and the apogee of grandeur 
in Thy Supreme Concourse: thus their eyes may be brightened by beholding 
the lights and their ears be charmed by listening to the singing of the mysteries! 

• 
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o Lord' Assist them in the promotion of Thy Glad-tidings between 
the East of the world and the West thereof; inspire them to speak of Thy 
glorification in the congregations of fellowship and enliven them to impart 
the gospel of the appearance of Thy Kingdom in the zenith of the universe. 
Thus, through mutual attraction, hot tears might flow from their eyes, their 
hearts be drawn towards the refulgent Light of God, supplicating Thee, 
beseeching in Thy Presence, their breasts expanded by the signs of Thy 
Singleness and their visions clarified by perceiving the Standards of Thy 
Victory amongst Thy creatures. 

o God' Suffer their joy to be in the glad-tiding of Thy Manifes­
tation; their happiness in the shining forth of Thy Light; their serenity in 
the obtainment of Thy Favor, their health in the healing wonders of Thy 
Name; their life in the Breaths of the Spirit of Thy Holiness; the consola­
tion of their hearts in the winning of Thy Bounty; their hope in the propa­
gation of Thy Cause and their aspirations in the promotion of Thy Word. 

Verily, Thou art the Con firmer, the Omnipotent, the Self-Subsistent, 
the Giver, the Mighty and the Most Beautiful, and verily Thou art power­
ful over all things. 

o ye friends of Abdul-Baha' It has been sometime since correspond­
ence and letter-writing has been postponed, because this servant of the Thres­
hold of the Almighty Abdul-Baha has been travelling continually through­
out the East and the West for the last four years, reminding the people of 
the appearance of the Manifestation of the Lord of Hosts; so that the 
Occident might become illumined and the Orient perfumed. Therefore, in 
all the meetings and temples the cry of, "Ya-Baha-EI-ABHA'" reached 
to the zenith of the Supreme Concourse and the voice of, "0 my Lord the 
Supreme!" soared unremittingly towards the Court of His Highness the 
Almighty. In the temples of many a nation the Cause of the Possessor of 
Existence was taught and in the houses of the worship of many a religion 
meetings were held for announcing the Signs of the Clement Lord. In the 
Christian Churches the Spirit was breathed and in the Synagogues of the 
Jews the Gospel of the Appearance of the Lord of Hosts was proclaimed. 
In the Universities of Europe and America, such as the University of Oxford, 
England, and the Leland Stanford University in San Francisco, California, 
which are considered in the vanguard of educational institutions of the world, 
eloquent addresses were delivered. In the last mentioned university there 
were present one hundred and seventy-five professors and one thousand eight 
hundred students. Many speeches were given before the various Theosoph­
ical, Spiritualistic and Esperanto Societies, and a speech was delivered before 
the Open Forum in San Francisco, explaining the aim of Eastern and Western 
systems of philosophies. In all these churches, temples, synagogues, meet­
ings and clubs, through the Favor and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection, >f. 
there was not found one soul who could utter a word of opposition and 
criticism. Everyone listened most attentively to the explanation of teach­
ings and proofs, and all expressed thanks and gratitude at the end of the 

>f.Blessed Perfection: A title of BAHA'o'LLAH. 
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meetings. This was only made possible through the grace and bestowal 
of BAHA'O'LLAH. For under all circumstances the Sea of the Confirma­
tion of the Kingdom of ABHA was waving high and the cry of Abdul-Baha 
ascended to the highest apex. 

Undoubtedly you have read the contents of the American and European 
newspapers which are mirrors reflecting the public opinion of other nations. 
Verily, truth is that which is concurrently testified to by all wise men! The 
contents of these magazines and newspapers are the traces of the pen of the 
followers of Christ, the people of Moses, philosophers, professors and thinkers 
of the West. For example, amongst them might be mentioned, the Palo 
Altan, published in the town wherein the Leland Stanford University is 
founded, the newspapers of Oxford, Christian Commonwealth, Centur)), 
Herald, Standard, Review of Reviews, the Arabic newspapers of New York, 
etc., etc. The philosophers, professors and literary men have expressed their 
opinions concerning this Cause in these periodicals. This was again through 
the mercy and providence of the Blessed Perfection whose Absolute Will 
had ordained the promotion of the Cause of God in all parts of the world 
and who confirmed this servant of the Threshold in this service. 

In short, although Abdul-Baha considers himself as a drop, yet this 
drop is connected with the Most Great Sea. Although he looks upon himself 
as an atom, yet this atom is related to the world-illuminating sun. As it is 
said: "The Originator of all these voices is the King himself;" or in other 
words: "It is through His assistance." 

Unquestionably this physical body and human energy would have 
been unable to stand this constant wear and tear, and were it not for the 
support of the angel of Providence even the bones of this servant would have 
mouldered away. But the aid and help of His Highness the Desired One 
was the Guardian and Protector of the weak and humble Abdul-Baha. 
Through the many annoyances and inconveniences of the journey, physical 
exhaustion was produced in the nerves and the various indispositions caused 
poor health, but the Spirit was so energized that this great weakness and 
excessive feebleness disappeared in a short period of time, and ere long 
Abdul-Baha will be occupied again with reading and writing. 

However, back of this apparent silence and interruption of all corre­
spondence for the time being, there was hidden another wisdom. It was 
this: That the believers of God might walk in the foot steps of Abdul-Baha 
and raise such a melody and show forth such a firmness and steadfastness 
that the diffusion of the Fragrance of God might continue whether he does 
exist or not, nay, rather that all of them might roar like unto the sea and break 
forth into joyous songs of thanksgiving. Thus these souls who are anticipat­
ing the death or departure of this servant at the Divine Threshold might be 
afflicted with regret and remorse and realize that the exaltation of the 
Blessed Cause and the increasing majesty of the Word of God does not 
depend upon the existence of Abdul-Baha. 

Praise be to God! How inscrutable are His ways! When His 
Holiness the Bab may my life be a ransom to Him! was martyred; the 
enemies vociferously cried out that this Cause was totally annihilated! 

213 
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Afterwards, they witnessed the result contrary to their expectations; for 
with the martyrdom of His Holiness the Bab, the Word of God was pro­
mulgated more widely. Then, changing their front, they expected the de­
parture of the Blessed Perfection, dreaming vainly that after His ascension 
the Blessed Tree would be uprooted. Praise be to God, that through the 
Bounty and Bestowal of the Blessed Perfection they were stricken with 
self-condemnation and grief. In a similar manner, the pretenders and Cove­
nant-breakers are waiting the decease and the passing away of Abdul-Baha 
in various and divers manners; i. e., either that he may be cast to the bot­
tom of the sea or be suspended high on a cross, either be banished to the 
remotest country, be imprisoned in the dark dungeon of a fortress or through 
manifold sickness and illness he may quit singing the Songs of Life and the 
Anthems of Light that thus after him they might obtain a field for the dis­
play of their nefarious activities and the promotion of their poisonous ideas. 

Alas! Alas! Vain is their imaginings. Whether Abdul-Baha does 
exist or not the Cause of God shall be protected and preserved from all these 
supposed dangers through the Power of the Kingdom of ABHA. Were the 
wheels of the Cause of God stopped in their onward progressive march 
through the setting of those two brilliant suns (The Bab and BAHA'O'LLAH) ? 
Or is it possible that through the death of this servant of the Threshold, the 
Cause of God will lose its influence? Alas! Alas! Ere long you shall 
see them (the nakezeen) in manifest loss! 

Soon after the ascension of BAHA'o'LLAH, while they were weltering in 
the midst of rebellion and violation, I predicted that in a short space of time 
you would see the nakezeen in evident deprivation! The present condition 
is an unmistakable assurance that that prediction has literally been fulfilled. 

Therefore, rest ye assured that their present baseless surmis«:s will be 
as barren and as fruitless as their past imaginings. Some have also asserted 
that Abdul-Baha is on the eve of bidding his last farewell to this world, 
that his physical energies are being depleted and drained and that ere long 
these complications shall put an end to his life. This is far from truth. 
Although in the outward estimation of the violators and defective-minded the 
body is weak on account of the great ordeals in the Blessed Path, yet, praise 
be to God, through the Providence of the Blessed Perfection the spiritual 
forces are in the utmost rejuvenation and strength. Thanksgiving behooveth 
the Lord. that now. through the blessing and benediction of BAHA'o'LLAH, . 
even the physical energies are fully restored, divine joy obtained, th-e supreme 
glad-tidings are resplendent and ideal happiness overflowing. I hope that, in 
the future, letter-writing and correspondence may continue uninterruptedly. 

o ye loyal friends of the Blessed Perfection! It is hoped that, through 
the wonderful bestowals of that Peerless Adored One, a new dynamic accla­
mation and stirring activity be realized amongst the divine believers so that 
they may obtain boundless rejoicing and exultation through the Melody of 
the Kingdom of ABHA, which has moved the invisible world, and arise in 
the delivery of the Word of God; so that the Holy Fragrance of God may 
transform the East and the West into the Paradise of ABHA, the Clouds 
of Grace change the surface of the earth into a delectable Rose-garden and 

• 
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the Breeze of Compassion give fragrance and perfume to the plain and the 
meadow. This state is only made possible through teaching the Cause of 
God, explaining the Proofs of God, demonstrating the Religion of God 
with divine evidences and irrefutable arguments and guiding the inhabitants of 
the earth to the Fountain of Reality! 

Consider, that the Apostles of Christ were few in number, but because 
they were filled to overflowing with His Graces, and the essence of His 
Advice and Commandments was circulating, like unto the spirit, through 
their veins and arteries, to such an extent that one could find nothing else 
throughout their beings save His Love, and they girded up the loins of 
endeavor to convey the Message. Now it has become manifest what a tre­
mendous effect and result their services produced ! We must also act accord­
ingly and follow in their footsteps. 

o ye divine believers! Today any soul who is a teacher of the Cause 
is confirmed. The teachers are in the front rank, are favored at the Thres­
hold of the Almighty and helped from the Kingdom of ABHA! The be­
lievers of God must exercise the utmost love, respect and consideration towards 
the teachers; so that in whatever place they may enter, joy and happiness 
be obtained. But regarding the qualifications of the teachers, they are re­
vealed in the Divine Tablets. They must adorn themselves with those 
attributes. I declare by God. beside whom there is no God. that if today 
a weak mosquito is characterized with the qualifications of the teachers and 
summons the people to the Divine Kingdom. it will become a soaring falcon 
of heaven and the ephemeral moth will be changed into an eagle of the apex 
of the Merciful; the drop will be transformed into a surging ocean and 
the atom will emit the brilliancy of the sun. From every part the cry of • 
.. Where are the teachers?" is being raised. and from the Kingdom of ABHA. 
the voice of ... Where are the attracted ones? Where are the severed ones? 
Where are the righteous ones? Where are the sanctified ones?" reaches to 
the ear of intelligence. The inhabitants of the world have attained to a most 
astonishing capacity and are ready to hearken to this Call. 

o ye friends of God! Show ye an effort. put ye forth an extraordi­
nary exertion so that this Candle may become the witness of every congre­
gation. and this lay or strain be the Cause of happiness to every human soul. 

Next spring whosoever has competency. or in other words, can provide 
sufficient and adequate travelling expenses for his coming and return, so that 
he can journey with the utmost joy and fragrance, if he asks for permission to 
visit the Holy Threshold, it will be granted. Now, the present conditions 
show the wisdom of withholding permission in the past. for during these 
days of general revolutions and disturbances, the pilgrims would have been 
obliged to suffer innumerable difficulties. Be ye admonished! 0 ye posses­
sors of intelligence! Hence. it is plain that all which is written is based 
on a consummate wisdom. 

Upon ye be Baha-El-ABHA! 

Glory be unto Thee, 0 Thou whose Seas of Bestowals are waving and 
whose Breezes of Providence are wafting over all those who have arisen to 

[Continued on page 218J 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o thou Star of the West I HE IS GOD I 
Be thou happy I Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain filin and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art t1).e first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and tby voice weak, yet shouldst thou .tand un~hakable, become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide-and at last 
thou sh~lt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all the<e <ienend upon firmness. firm .... '. 
firmness/ (Signed) ABDtu.-BAHA ABBAS. 

Vol. V Kowl 1, 70 (November 23, 1914) No. 14 
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MESSAGE TO THE BAHAIS OF THE WEST 
"TODA Y, WHOEVER IS A HERALD OF 'THE COVENANT', IS THE 

LIGHT OF THE REGIONS /" 
MR. GEORGE LATIMER WRITES OF VISIT TO ABDUL-BAHA 

To the STAR OF THE WEST: 

This present trip of nine months th'rough 
Europe and culminating in our visit with Abdul­
Baha in the Holy Land has brought a new 
realization of the Cause to Mr. Remey and 
myself. I feel we are entering upon a new 
era of progress, one in which the Cal1 of the 
Kingdom must be raised in such a manner as 
to reach the entire world. The method by 
which this can be accomplished is through the 
unity and attraction of the friends. We have 
had the letter of the Teachings and now is 
the time to get the Spirit of the Divine Ad­
monitions. It is this spirit-which Abdul-Baha 
radiates so bountifully that the world of hu­
manity is crying out for in its present crisis. 
In considering how to reach the people through 
writing and speaking Abdul-Baha said, "YaH 
mllst be 'i.'erv moderate. Consider the taste of -
the public. This is the best policy. Modera-
ti011, moderation. You must speak and write 
in such a manner as not to offend anyone_ The 
LORD addressed :Moses and Aaron saying: 
When you go to Pharaoh, speak in a moder­

ate, sweet language'." 
The keynote of Abdul-Baha's Message to 

the American friends is to be found in the 
fol1owing talks given to us during our stay in 
Haifa, and they bring out two essentials which 
are so necessary for today. One the acquir­
ing of the spirit of harmony and happiness of 
the Kingdom of ABHA; the other, the giving 
of that spirit to the world. 

He gave the following talk on Oct. 9th: "011 
this journey I hope that both of you will re­
turn to America with a new power, filled with 
the glad tidings of tlie Kingdom. Be ye full 
of joy to such an extent that in whatever 
meeting you enter those present may be per­
meated with a spirit of heavenly blessedness." 

On Oct. 18th we were called into his pres­
ence about 6 :30 in the evening and after a few 
remarks he spoke as fol1ows: "There are 
man v heralds in this world. Here is a herald -
who summons the people to the love and de­
fense of his country, calling out at the top of 
his voice: '0 my country, 0 my beloved coun­
try!' There is a herald who blows the bugle 
of New Nationalism. Here is another herald 
who calls the people to politics, in order that 
he may wield great powers of state. There is 
another person who is a herald of literature 
and science. Here you find a soul who is the 
herald of the commercial interests and its ex­
pansion. And there is still another herald who 
sounds the trumpet of war and militarism. But 
praise be to God, that you are the heralds of 
the Kingdom of God_ Al1 these contending 
voices which are raised in the world today wil1 
ere long be silenced and hushed, but the call 
of the Kingdom of God will gain volume and 
impetus day by day. The popularity of these 
worldly heralds may last for a year or two, 

• 
but the fame of the souls, who are the heralds 
of the Kingdom, is eternal for they are sound­
ing the trumpet of celestial, Universal Peace. 
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Their voices will ring throughout the future 
centuries and will be immortal and age-abid­
ing. Thank ye God that ye are the heralds of 
the Kingdom of Abita, the heralds of the Cove­
/lallt of the Almight},. All other voices will 
he repressed but this harmonic SOl1g of the 
Kingdom of Peace and Trnth is eternal and 
everlasting. 

"Now, I desire to send you back to the 
United States. I supplicate and beseech at the 
Threshold of the Kingdom of ABHA that you 
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him in better physical health and spirits and he 
con firmed that impression in the following 
talk: "One of the things that ill-wishers cir­
culated in London is th:tt 'I have grown old 
and weak and that my physical forces are on 
the wane, consequently some people have 
gained ascendancy over my mind and caused 
me to issue these commands.' 

""13' power consists of the Bestowals of th" 
Blessed Beauty. They are all spiritual Favors 
given to me hy BAHA'O·Ll..\H. From early 
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Abdul·Baha's handwriting-Facsimile of Tablet to American Bahais-English 
hanslation appear~d in No.l3 issue of the STAR OF THE \VEST. 

n!;1Y go forth into the world with a heavenly 
power, with radiant hearts and with breaths 
imbued with the Fragrances of the Holy Spirit! 
\ Iay you be confirmed and assisted and may 
you raise such a melody and sing such a song 
as to stir and move the hearts of the American 
people. I anticipate to receive glad-news from 
yott." 
• 

Ahdul-Uaha's farewell talk was given to us 
Oct. 19th about four in the afternoon. We 
were ushered into his r00111 where he was writ­
ing the Tablet to the American friends (see 
facsimile herewith). On being shown this 
T ablet after our return a Persian scholar im­
mediatelv called our attention to the firmness 

• 

of the hand-writing indicating the strength and 
health of AlxIul-Baha. Never han I seen 

morning until now I have been reading and 
writing and I am feeling exceedingly well. 
Young people like you can only work three or 
four hours without ceasing. When in America, 
although I had a nervous fever, yet I attended 
churches, meetings, conventions, speaking and 
crying out at the top of my voice. Never was 
I at lacked with a spiritual weaklless 01' inabil­
ity, In Budapest I had a high fever and a 
~evere cold. Notwithstanding this, from six 
in the morning until twehc at night, I was 
either speaking, calling on the people, address­
ing meetings or writing. At nine in the even· 
ing there was a meeting on the top floor of a 
high building in a remote part of the city . 
A heavy snow was falling. It was very cold 
weather. I had this cold and fever, but not-
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withstanding this, I went, ascended 120 steps 
and addressed the people for about two hours. 

"In short I am sending you away. I sup­
plicate and entreat confirmation for you; I 
beg strength and power for you. I hope that 
the confirmations of the Kingdom of ABHA 
may encircle you and that you may become the 
means of the guidance of the people. With 
reinforced hearts, strong resolution and heav­
enly assistance may you loose your tongues, 
deliver eloquent speeches and promote the 
Word of God. You have undertaken much 
trouble in coming here. You must be very 
happy; you must be very rejoiced because you 
have come to this Sacred Spot and worshipped 
at the Holy Tomb of the Bab. For many days 
you have associated with me and I have en­
joyed yom visit, and I hope that good results 

will issue therefrom. Today whosoever is a 
herald of the Covenant is the light of the Re­
gions. In the Supreme Concourse the Heav­
enly Cohorts are arrayed, watching to see who 
will enter the arena of service of the Covenant, 
that they may rush forward to reinforce, to 
strengthen and to confer upon him triumph. 
In brief, be ye overflowing with joy; be ye 
overflowing with happiness for ye are the ob­
jects of the Favor of the Blessed Beauty. Be 
ye fulI of clamour and acclamation like unto 
a cup which is overflowing to the brim." 

May the friends arise as never before to pass 
this cup of Divine Joy to the thirsty, parched 
world. 

FaithfulIy in the Spirit of the Covenant, 

GEORGE LA TIMER. 

TRUMPET CALL TO THE EAST AND WEST 
(Continued from page 215) 

promote Thy Word amongst mankind and are hastening towards the city of 
self-sacrifice with a heart overflowing with love and fidelity and a tongue elo­
quent with the praise of Thy ABHA Beauty! 

o Lord! Confirm whoever opens his mouth in the explanation of 
Thy Cause; arises in the diffusion of Thy Fragrances. from whose lips flows 
the irresistible torrents of evidence in the elucidation of Thy Religion; waves 
like unto the surging of the mighty ocean; sings like unto the singing of the 
golden-tongued nightingale in the Garden of Thy Knowledge. and roars like 
unto the roaring of the lion in the Forest of Thy Favor. 

o Lord! Cause them to quaff from the goblet which is filled with the 
Wine of Thy Guidance. exhilarate them with the intoxication of Thy Elixir. 
suffer them to speak of Thy most incontrovertible proofs. inspire them with 
irrefrag able evidences and demonstrations and teach them the essences of 
wisdom and understanding. 

Verily. thou art the Clement. Thou art the Confinner. the Powerful. 
the Mighty and the Omnipotent. and verily there is no God beside the Lord 
of Grace and Mercy! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. September 22. 1914. "Bahai 
Nest." Mount Carmel. Haifa. Syria. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (1) Verses and commands of BAHA'o'­
J.LAH regarding the station of The Center of 
The Covenant. Abdul-Baha, and the violators; 
(2) quotation from the Koran regarding the 
hypocrites and the violators; (3) and (4) ut­
terances from the Blessed Tablets regarding 

The Covenant and the violators; (5) "The light 
of the moon shall become like the light of the 
sun," by Mirza Abul-Fazl; (6) "The Covenant 
Unique," from the eloquent words of Sheikh­
ol-Rais; (7) "The ego of satan is the cause of 
his infidelity," by M. Moustafa Bagdadi. 

VOICE RECORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA may be obtained from Mrs. Howard MacNutt, 
935 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y., at 85 cents each, including packing and shipment 
via parcel post. These are disc records and can be used on various phonographs. 



, 

A G f I 

Vo L y 

N= 1.4-

• 

---------- ~--

.. \. 0 

L , ~ .. 
" • .. 

• • ~ 

'-' 

. \ 

z, • 
I '\" 'I ... 

.. .. 

. ~lv «;. ~.> ~ 
J~~;.y,.,.. gal, ~"Qi, ;r:-\.!!.t.'./J~'-1:I-u.I;.' IU:.~JO\\. - - -
• .-.:....::..J lj.<>~ - .' y.~' ~ --\lJI,",,~I~~"\.!.. •. :..-1 

t..4>' 

~, -• 

• ....!J I " 1.:. .Jl ..J; • \ , J .!-l" 1.J --:..,,1 - !'.,J:. 

~, 

• 

• • 

~ ,--''''' 0 >..) -: 

-



r 

~: 
. t"" ., 

, ;' 
• • 

, ........ ' 

• .u.) ~) \. 
• 

, , .~. ..... , -, , '-: \ , ,I , .. 
....w~'-"Qt ,eL ~._- .. • .,}oJ' ,",~~~..J ~.,.Ao .. ............. _.-. . - , ' . 
.:...>~.:,..s' ~ ~...s;.:J .... ' -4 ~'6::~~:'~, 

• 
f~,.,.r~v" ~~-,!;.'.!..V.'~'" ~\.Jo.\ E:''';'.,.( r-".' 
.o&.j..4':.\;. -.• ;\':' ~ JI.- ( ·/~I .... , • ./..( 
j'GJ~V,) ~i.(> .. :~.) ;:. ~ .uJ!;. .,;..~';'';'j.'~J 

" '. S+? ~ ,'G,.':-I' -: \~, , J ~.:... ~ .....,::. \; ;.;--* 
• 

\.:,. ,~ \\ ..A 4 "-"'" . . . 
.-;--4 ..r ~ .~ ..... $ ... .).1. ?U-. ~ (I.i,;;' 

!. ... \.: ''',-.1 .. ,! . ».... "III •. I";.";.t,,,, 0' ", __ " 
• • 

• 
~~ ':!.;.\. 

" , , 

• . ., . -

> 



• -. 

• • 
",. :/"'~ ~J ~. '.:'1:.-, ~~ ... ..,. • .' 

:-. ~ . 
• oL'" • ~ ." I .. , .:..l.:-' •••• .J~tr¥t.. '-.- W .. 

-.. , 
' ;:0 

. , 
J> 

• 
. "", J .so:, 

_" 1~.) .-vt"", 44.t'C;.I-t,..t~ ~L:..-t.tl_;;"'~~", 
~' \t-1£,V!-&! ,4 •• ~.J~.;.,.,,~. ttl . . . ... . 

:. . 
• If" ~. ~~.,J ... ~.~ .... ~ -

. . , 
• 

• 

Lt... 
===== 

/''''' . -\.;~. \ • 

• 
~~ 

'..,.1 , 

., I .. ·n to -r 
••••• . ~...; ~ ~~ ~'" v- \:., 

!.c0\-cl~., '.>.r...b~I·'.''''''':'~\../I.s:' ~ ..... .. ; • 
.".1 &-~ ....... .:.:: ;>t ~..J, \.. ~ ',\l..I ' .. .:.\ \.:. 8t ~-' >".,,;..:;.;­

'. (,I&:"~.'l.r~~J..~=: ('.£.~~(y.l; :~·.\~~ .. V.!.-.. ) 
)' • '" I ':-A 1 ' ". ~~~~~)I.u,~;:. .... ;.;..;..e.:,\.;...;. ..... >~"""\.~..$L 

• .... "'" .. 

~ ;{~ ..... ~) ~ >J~ ... ~~.t:,~'cf"""I..:'.l~..s> 
? ~~~ ~"">.!.-(-t.--U Jo~::--""U>--:V'..;~> .(...\\.~.( 

•• ' , •••. .1 I'.J· .1" ." ...... I , 
..,N.>~_ .. "';~(~-'~-'.,;.._ .. .' .J ~~....t,..-';'~ ..l~~.:t .~ .. : 

~';d .. .. ~, ~·.~~(~·.Jo.>~ .... Vi 1'*"'- " ....=...;r~; 
..:,..1 ~ , 'I· . ~\(I' '1.: .~ ~ ~ 1.:. 

• " ~'''' .; .;.... .J;" v". f. - - r."" (. ., :..J 

.... -,::I: ... !,. '(.'\; ..... '~I "'!'-':.':"~ V:-a-!"~" :' 



• 

, .. ..,... 

• 

• 
~ 

-

• • 
WI.. ..... ... -1 .. , ~.\ ~\ . I' .,., 

;J~.' -~J. "v.- .;., \ ... .J-'~1.4-' 1oJ>A-..,-J ':!? '6-V .... 
• • 

• <. _ • ...; .. .,i ('~ ~\ ~J.V 'L·~-:'\\~·~ . 

" - -
... ! 

'I ·\-::-L'.-,-.,··\".·· 
~..J' c&" )~ J.,AJ:".. 7.' ,J ,,~ .. -- .. .. - .. • • 

. -.... 

-

" 
..... ~ .\.~\ 

• • 



", 

-
vtk.,::,~ !>-,",:-),..!>~~ .. t. . J';3~~. <t, 
*,-'6' . \.~~.> t:t':" \ .I. .... P ..,Jl.A. At V .. ~" - .... - ... 

... . .. :.~ . ... .... .. 

000 

··1 j, .,'th '·"" . " - • . -



.......... ______________________________________________________________________________ ~c 

• x..-I .. to::' "';'..r:. .• ~~ -
.> ... ~ ... : 7'>..}>~ 2--,:,t:...:.?..r..J 

, -" ... , ... ~-.,' \ \...... 
..; - ....,," "-" 

. - r--. ...". I~ -....... .). """'''" --, -.. _ .. _ T 
, 

, , " 
tv-'i:' 

/ 

" . / • 

'''./J;JJ 

~"'a"\\' 

• -

.; , "'", 

k- ;. 4 J -

, . 

~•. II - .. ~...... .... 
...... !it.....J ... ("..11: 0 . • . ~ 

... ... - - -" .... 

-. , .. 
\' - " .. \" 
s~~-'v' 1-'-' ~.,... O.J $ (oJ 

... It ,­
......... ~ VJ 

, 
• 

" ,\.. 'I. -1'\-" , ..)& ...... ~."...... t~ ... .a.._, .. , '...; ,.' U ....... ""'-' 'j.> 
I".:. -.. .. ... • 

• -'-"'-

'1'1'·11'" ~.\I ....... ..;: ... > ... ':.>' ~ >..,.......:J .. ,¢>..Jv ' ... 
\ .. I .. 

\ ~ . . 
.V'.,. " """....l ' • ""' ........ 1 .. • - ---~... .... . ....... . v_.- ..,_~ 

, < r\;,. -' -' ...... \. ... ~... .:>" .~ :> ":> 
L .... 

.A t' ~(., 
" .. ,., .... ;J.;~,_'~:, 

, T " 0:1.,-' U w Ow \;00""" L V'" ~ '" 
, .. " .. .. .. ...... 



"BRING THEM TOGETHER AGAIN. 0 LORD BY THE 
POWER OF THY COVENANT'" 

Supplication 

Bring them together again. 0 Lord. by the power 
of Thy Covenant. and gather their dispersion by the 
might of Thy Promise. and unite their hearts by the 
dominion of Thy Love; and make them love each other 
so that they may sacrifice their spirits. expend their money. 
and scatter themselves for the love of one another. 0 
Lord. cause to decend upon them quietness and tran­
quillity! Shower upon them the Clouds of Thy Mercy 
in great abundance. and make them to characterize them­
selves with the characteristics of the Spiritual! 0 Lord. 
make us firm in Thy noble command. and bestow upon us 
Thy Gifts through Thy Bounty. Grace and Munificence. 

Verily. Thou art the Generous. the Merciful and 
Benevolent. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

[As announced in our last issue. thd subject of "The Center of The Covenant" 
is continued in this issue.-'z;'he editors] 



"YE ARE ALL THE FRUITS OF ONE TREE 
AND THE LEAVES OF ONE BRANCH" Baha'o'llah 

"This is THE BRANCH that 
hath extended from the Bower of 
Thy Oneness and from the TREE 
of Thy Unity. Thou beholdest 
HIm, 0 My GOD, gazIng unto 
Thee and holding fast to the Rope 
of Thy Provldt>nce. Preserve 
Him In the neIghborhood of Thy 
Mercy!" 

-Revealed bu BAHA'O'LLAH 



"We desire but the llood of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one Ia 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strenllthened; 
that diversity of rellilion shall cease and dlffe;rences of race be annulled. So It shall be; these fruitless strife •• 
these ruinous wars shall pass away, and the Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

, 

Vol. V Massa'ul 1, 70 (December 12, 1914) No. 15 

"With the utmost resolution and constancy call the souls to the Kingdom of ABHA 
and invite them to fimmess and steadfastness in The Covenant and Testament. 
Read to them the translation of the T ablel of The Branch and speak with gentle­
ness, moderation and loving-kindness." 
[See palle 233] -.ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

"THE COVENANT" AND "THE CENTER 
OF THE COVENANT" 

URING Abdul-Baha's sojourn in America 
in 1912, he awakened many to an under­
standing of the Covenant BAHA'O'LLAH 

made with all the people of the world. He out­
lined "The Covenant" from the time of Abra­
ham down to the present, and explained the 
meaning of "The Center of The Covenant," 
showing this phase to be unique in the Bahai 
Dispensation. He demonstrated that the ap­
pointing of "The Center" by BAHA'O'J.LAH is the 

greatest characteristic or teaching of His Rev­
elation. That is: BAHA'O'LLAH Covenanted 
with all the people of the world regarding the 
Interpreter of His Teachings, thereby making 
provision against differences, so that no one 
shall be able to create a new sect thus closing 
the greatest door to dissension, stri fe and war. 
In this unique Covenant Abdul-Baha admon­
ished all to remain firm and steadfast, say-
• mg:-

"Today, the most important affair is firmness in The Covenant, because 
firmness in The Covenant wards off differences. 

"In former cycles no distinct Covenant was made in writing by the 
Supreme Pen; no distinct personage was appointed to be the Standard differ­
entiating falsehood from truth, so that whatever he said was to stand as truth 
and that which he repudiated was to be known as falsehood. At most, His 
Holiness Jesus Christ gave only an intimation, a symbol, and that was but an 
indication of the solidity of Peter's faith. When he. mentioned his faith, His 
Holiness said, 'thou art Peter' which means rock 'and upon this rock will I 
build my church.' This was a sanction of Peter's faith; it was not indicative 
of his (Peter) being the expounder of the Book, but was a confirmation of 

Peter's faith. 
"But in this Dispensation of the Blessed Beauty (BAHA'o'LLAH) among 

its distinctions is that He did not leave people in perplexity. He entered into a 
Covenant and Testament with the people. He appointed a CENTER OF THE 
CDVENANT. He wrote with His own pen and revealed it in the Kitab-el-Akdas, 
the Book of Laws, and Kitab-el-Ah'd, the Book of the Covenant, appointing 
him (Abdul-Baha) the Expounder of the Book. You must ask him (Abdul-Baha) 
regarding the meanings of the texts of the verses. Whatsoever he says is cor­
rect. Outside of this, in numerous Tablets He (BAHA'O'LLAH) has explicitly 
recorded it with clear sufficient, valid and forceful statements. In the Tablet , , 
of THE BRANCH He explicitly states: Whatsoever THE BRANCH sa)'s is right, 
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or correct,' and every person 'must obey THE BRANCH with his life, with his 
heart with his tongue. Without his 7.uVll, not a word slUlIl anyone utter. This 
is an explicit text of the Blessed Beauty. So there is no excuse left for anybody. 
No soul shall, of himself, speak anything.* Whatsoever his (Abdul-Baha's) 
tongue utters, whatsoever his pen records, that is correct; according to the 
explicit text of BAHA'O'LLAH in the Tablet of THE BRANCH. 

"His Holiness Abraham covenanted in regard to Moses. His Holiness 
Moses was the Promised One of Abraham, and He, Moses, covenanted in re­
gard to His Holiness Christ, saying that Christ was the Promised One. His 
Holiness Christ covenanted in regard to His Holiness 'The Paraclete,' which 

REVEALED BY BAHA'O'LLAH FOR ABDUL-BAHA 

o Thou My GREATEST BRANCH! 
Thy letter was surely presented before this Oppressed One, and I heard that 

which Thou hast communed with GOD, the Lord of the world. 
Verily, We have ordained Thee the Guardian of all the creatures, and a Pro­

tection to all those in the heavens and earths, and a Fortress to those who believe 
in GOD, the One, the Omniscient! 

I beg of God to protect them by Thee; to enrich them by Thee; to nourish 
them by Thee; and to reveal to Thee that which is the Dawning-point of riches 
to the people of Creation, and the Ocean of Generosity to those in the world, and 
the Rising-point of Favor to all nations. Verily, He is the Powerful, the All­
Knowing, and the Wise! 

I beg of Him to water the earth and all that is in it by Thee, that there may 
spring up from it the Flowers of Wisdom and Revelation and the Hyacinths of 
science and knowledge. 

Verily, He is the Friend to those who love Him, and an Assistant to those 
who commune with Him! 

There is no GOD but He, the Mighty and the Magnified! 

means His Holiness Mohammed. His Holiness Mohammed covenanted in regard 
to The Bab, whom He called, 'My Promised One,' His Holiness The Bab, in 
all His books, in all His epistles, explicitly covenanted in regard to the Blessed 
Beauty, BAHA'o'LLAH, that BAHA'o'LLAH was the Promised One of His Holi­
ness The Bah. His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH covenanted, not that I (Abdul-Baha ) 
am the Promised One, but that Abdul-Baha is the Expounder of the Book and 
the CENTRE OF HIS CoVENANT, a1ld that the Promised One of BAHA'o'LLAH 
will appear aftetr one thousand or thousands of years. This is the Covenant which 
BAHA'o'LLAH made. If a person shall deviate, he is not acceptable at the Thresh­
old of BAHA'O'LLAH. In case of difference, Abdul-Baha must be consulted. They 
must revolve around his good pleasure. 

"After Abdul-Baha, whenever the Universal House of Justice is organized 
it will ward off differences." 

THE EDITORS. 

*Th e words must be according to what h as proceeded from the Mouth of the Will oi 
God and is recorded in Tablets. 
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FROM THE KIT A B-EL-AH'D "BOOK OF THE COVENANT" 

It is revealed in the Kitab-el-Akdas concerning this, that which from the Hori­
zons of its Words, the Lights of the Divine Bounties gleam, rise and glitter:-

o My Branches! In this Existent Being the greatest strength and the most 
perfect power is hidden and concealed; look towards it and gaze in the direction 
of its union and not at its seeming differences. This is the TESTAMENT OF GOD: 
that the Branches (Aghsan), Twigs (Afnan), and Relations (Muntessabeen), 
must each and everyone look to the Greatest Branch (Ghusn Azam). Reflect 
upon that which is revealed in My Book, The Akdas: "When the Ocean of My 
Presence hath disappeared and the Book of Origin is achieved to the end, turn 
your faces towards Him whom GOD hath purposed, Who hath branched from 
this Pre-Existent Root." The aim of this blessed verse hath been the Greatest 
Branch. We have likewise elucidated the Command as a favor from before Us; 
and I am the Generous, the All-Dispenser! 

FROM THE TABLET OF THE BRANCH 

Verily a WORD hath gone forth in favor from the Most Great Tablet and 
GOD hath adorned it with the Mantle of Himself and made it Sovereign over all 
in the earth and a Sign of His Grandeur and Omnipotence among the creatures; 
in order that, through it, the people shall praise their Lord the Mighty, the Pow­
erful. the Wise; and that, through it, they shall glorify their Creator and ~anctify 
the Self of GOD which standeth within all things. Verily this is naught but a 
Revelation upon the part of the Wise, the Ancient One! Say: 0 people, praise 
ye GOD for its Manifestation (THE BRANCH), for verily it (THE BRANCH) 
is the Most Great Favor upon you and the Most Perfect Blessing upon you; and 
through him every mouldering bone is quickened. Whosoever turns to him hath 
surely turned unto GOD and whosoever turneth away from him hath turned away 
from My Beauty, denied My Proof and is of those who transgress. Verily, he is 
the Remembrance of GOD amongst you and His Trust within you and His Mani­
festation unto you and His Appearance among the servants who are nigh. Thus 
have I been commanded to convey to you the Message of GOD, your Creator; and 
I have delivered to you that of which I was commanded. Whereupon, thereunto 
testifieth GOD, then His Angels, then His Messengers, and then His Holy Servants. 

Inhale the fragrance of the Rizwan from his roses and be not of those who 
are deprived. Appreciate the Bounty of GOD upon you and be not veiled there­
from and verily We have sent him forth in the temple of man. Thus praise ye 
the Lord, the Originator of whatsoever He willeth through His wise and inviolable 
command! 

Verily those who withhold themselves from the Shelter of THE BRANCH are 
indeed lost in the wilderness of perplexity, and are consumed by the 'heat of self­
desire, and are of those who perish. 

Hasten, 0 people, unto the Shelter of GOD, in order that He may protect 
you from the heat of the Day whereon none shall find for himself any refuge or 
shelter except beneath the Shelter of His Name, the Clement, the Forgiving. Clothe 
yourselves, 0 people, with the Garment of Assurance, in order that He may pro­
tect you from the dart of doubts and superstitions, and that ye may be of those 
who are assured in those days wherein none shall ever be assured and none shall 
be firmly established in the Cause except by severing himself from all that is 
possessed by the people and turning unto the Holy and Radiant Outlook. 
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"THE PURPOSE OF THE COVENANT WAS SIMPLY TO WARD OFF 
DIFFERENCES" 

Address delivered by Abdul-Baha at the home of Mrs. Corinne True, 
Chicago, November 1, 1912. 

Dr. Ameen U. Fareed. interpreter; stenographic notes by Miss Gertrude Buikema 

HIS evening I am well pleased with every 
person here and in meeting the friends 
of God and ihe maid-servants of the 

Merciful. Praise be to God! the faces are 
radiant and the hearts are attracted to the 
Kingdom of ABHA. In the countenances of 
all faith is expressed and this is a source of 
joy. The Blessed Perfection, BAHA'O'LLAH, 
for fifty years endured hardships and vicissi­
tudes. There was no vicissitude which He did 
not experience. There was no ordeal which 
He did not sense. Notwithstanding that, He 
endured all in the utmost joy a1ld happiness. 

Whosoever beheld the Blessed Perfection 
was certain of His great happiness not a 
trace of sorrow was ever visible in His face. 
I n prison even He was like a king en­
throned upon the throne of majesty and 
greatness and He ever conducted Himself with 
maj esty, great certainty and dignity. Whenever 
the grandees and the officers of the government 
were presented to Him, they at once became 
most respectful. His dignity and majesty were 
awe inspiring. . . . Remember He was a 
prisoner He was in prison. That is to say, 
He endured all these ordeals for the sole pur­
pose of illuminating us, in order that our hearts 
might be attracted to the Kingdom of God; in 
order that our faces might be radiant through 
the glad tidings of God; in order that we 
might be wholly submerged in the Ocean of 
Lights; in order that we might be as radiant 
candles shining and illuminating the dark re­
cesses, flooding all the regions with radiance. 
Now, as I look around, I observe that your 
faces prais'e be to God! are radiant, your 
hearts are filled with the love of God, you are 
thinking of service in the Cause of God. 
Therefore I am very happy to be here and I 
hope that this happiness will be with you al­
ways an eternal condition. 

I went to San Francisco and from there to 
Los Angeles. In reality I found there most 
attracted friends. Truly zealous and set aglow 
with the fire of the love of God, their sole 
purpose is ever to serve the Kingdom of ABHA. 
Therefore I am hopeful that you may serve 
more faithfully, that yuu may take precedence 
over all the others. I hope that the fire of 

~ a... ________________________________ __ 

the love of God may be so enkindled in Chicago 
that all the cities of America shall be ignited. 
This is my hope. In brief, this is my third 
visit to you here and this in itself expresses 
the degree of my longing to see you and the 
extent of my love for you. It was thought 
that I should go from San Francisco to the 
Orient, going directly to New York, but out of 
excessive love for you all here, during my sec­
ond visit I passed through here and in my third 
journey I have sojourned in Chicago in order 
to visit with you and to associate with you in 
good fellowship. I hope that these three visits 
of mine may be most productive in the future. 
May you all become signs of unity; may each 
one of you be a standard of BAHA'O'LLAH; 
may each one of you shine even as a star; 
may each one of you become very worthy in the 
Kingdom of God; may you experience such a 
state as to astound the people; may they all 
say of you, "Verily, these persons are proofs in 
themselves of the validity of BAHA'O'LLAH, 
for through the training of BAHA'O'LLAH they 
have· been so regenerated. These souls are 
peerless; these souls are truly the people of 
the Kingdom; these souls are distinguished 
above the people. This is the proof of BAHA'­
O'LLAH. Consider how well educated they are." 

Although this Cause appeared in the Orient, 
the friends of the Orient were self sacrificing 
to the utmost, they forfeited everything. It 
is a significant fact that to a human being 
the dearest thing on earth is his life, yet 
20,000 people offered their lives and were will­
ing to have their blood shed in the pathway. 
In the last episode, which transpired in the city 
of Yezd, two hundred of the Bahai friends were 
exterminated and they went to the place of 
martyrdom in the utmost state of attraction, 
even smiling with the greatest joy and grati­
tude. Some of them offered rock candy to 
their executioners, saying, "Do taste of this, 
so that with sweet taste you may give me the 
cup of martyrdom." Among these beloved ones 
were a number of women who were subjected 
to the most cruel manner of execution. They 
were cut to pieces, and not content with that, 
some of them were set on fire and their bodies 
were consumed; but not a single soul among 
the Bahai friends recanted or objected to them. 
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)l"o resistance at all 'Was manifested. The 
Bahais in that city were most courageous and 
strong. In point of strength and fortitude one 
single Bahai could have withstood many of the 
others, but they proved non-resistant. They 
were martyred in the utmost state of resigna­
tion. Many of the friends thus wronged were 
crying, "0 Lord! forgive them; pardon them, 
:hey know not what they do. If they knew, they 
would not commit such a thing." Thus were 
they exposed to martyrdom, but they willingly 
offered all they possessed in this life. 

It is stated in certain prophecies in the east 
that when the Standard of God appears in the 
East, its tokens will become evident in the 
\Vest. This is truly good news this is great 
glad tidings for you. I hope that you may be 
able to fulfil this prophecy. Thus may all testify 
-0 the veracity of this prophecy, saying, "Verily, 
the Standard of God did appear in the East, 
but its tokens became resplendent in the West." 
Verily this will become a source of great i oy 
. or those in the East. All the friends in the 
East are anticipating the good news and glad 
-idings which may come from the West. They 
:ook forward to hearing that the friends of the 
'Nest are in the utmost state of firmness and 
steadfastness; that the friends of the West are 
distinguished in founding the oneness of the 
"",arid of humanity; the friends of the West 
are even offering their lives for the establish­
ment of International Peace; the friends of 
:he West are the Lights of the Kingdom; the 
iriends of the West have all proved to be the 
manifestation of God's mercy; the friends of 
:.he West have proved to be the expression of 
the favors of the Blessed Perfection; the 
;riends of the West are all the very stars of 
God's bestowal; the friends of the West are all 
blessed trees, and that the friends of the West 
are all flowers of the garden of sanctity and 
;lurity. In short, any good news which may 
.eave here for the East is the cause of their 
~eioicing and holding a feast; is a source of 
great gratitude on their part, and they praise 
God therefor. If it were possible for them, they 
would give their lives for you. They would 
:1Ot hesitate in sacrificing. The friends in the 
East are all united and agreed. 

There are no waverers in the East; there 
are none who oppose the Covenant of God. 
There is not a single soul in Persia who is op­
posed to the Covenant. They are all steadfast. 
_ -at a single person in Persia can speak against 
the Covenant of God-·-not outwardly nor in-

wardly. There are three persons in all the 
country who were the enemies of BAHA'o'LLAH 
and they have made this as a pretext, because 
a division would be disastrous to the Cause 
of God. It is confined to three persons the 
rest of them . are all steadfast and firm. Surely 
Dr. Moody has kept you informed. You may 
ask about the conditions and ask if there is one 
nakazeen. There is not a single one all are 
perfectly firm, solidly steadfast and obedient to 
the blessed command. If any soul wishes to 
say a word, they will ask him: "Is this a word 
of your own or from the Center of the Cove­
nant? If you have a certificate from the Cen­
ter of the Covenant, show it. Where is the 
letter from him? Where is his signature?" 
If he can produce it, they will accept it. If he 
has not that in his hand, they say : "We cannot 
accept this because this is from you and re­
turns to you. From the Blessed Perfection we 
have no command to obey you, and the 
Blessed Perfection has revealed a Book of the 
Covenant in which He has covenanted with us 
to obey a certain Center of the Covenant. He 
has not covenanted with us to obey you. There­
fore this statement of yours is rei ected. You 
will have to advance a proof. We are com­
manded to turn to One Center. We do not 
obey various centers. The Blessed Perfection 
has taken a Covenant with tiS and we are hold­
ing to this Covenant and Testament. We do 
not listen to such nonsense." Perhaps people 
will arise who may speak words of their own 
and we are not commanded to obey them. This 
is not like the past dispensation, for His Holi­
ness Christ did not appoint a Center; He did 
not say, "Obey that Center." Jesus said to His 
disciples: "But whom say ye that I am?" And 
Simon Peter answered and said, "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Word 
of God." And His Holiness wished to make 
firm the faith of Peter, and He said, "Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church" which means that this faith of thine 
is the correct faith. It was a sanction of the 
faith of Peter. He did not say that all should 
turn to him. He did not say, "He is the ap­
pointed Center of My Covenant." He did not 
say, "He is the Branch extended from My 
Ancient Root." He did not say, "0 God! 
render as dear all who serve Peter. 0 God! 
degrade anyone who is not obedient to him. 
o God! Verily shun him who is a violator of 
the Covenant. 0 God! Thou knowest that 
I love everyone who is steadfast in the Cove-

(Continued on Page 234) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o thou Star of the West I HE IS Gaol 
Be thou happyl Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain fili11 and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and-shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand un.hakable, become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who aTe firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase. thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide-and at last 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all these nenend upon firmness, firmn,u. 
fiNnness/ (Signed) ABDUL·BAHA ABBAS, 

Vol. V Massa'ul 1, 70 (December 12, 1914) No_ 15 

WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA TO THE BA HA IS REGARDING THEIR A TTEND­
ANCE A T THE PANAMA PACIFIC INTERNA TIONAL 

EXPOSITION IN SAN FRANCISCO IN 1915 

From Tablet Dated July 12, 19II. 
"The future of California, whether in regard to its material affairs or its 

spiritual affairs, is very important. It is my hope that the people of California 
may become the sons and daughters of the Kingdom, and be the means 'Of pro­
moting the religion of God. 

"Regarding the Exposition of 1915 which will be inaugurated in San Fran­
cisco, America, undoubtedly from now on the Bahais must arrange and prepare 
ways and means so that a great number of them may be present on that occasion." 

From Tablet Dated April 14, 1914. 
"The believers of God from now on must think about going to the Panama­

Pacific International Exposition (in San Francisco). Everyone goes to the 
Exposition either for amusement, or recreation, or in the hope of obtaining com­
mercial benefits. But you, who are the believers of God, enter the Exposition 
with the desire to summon the people to the divine Kingdom, and hope to 
receive the breaths of the Holy Spirit." 

WITH ABDUL-BAHA UPON MOUNT CARMEL 
By CHARLES MASON REMEY. 

EFORE leaving Egypt for Syria, both 
the United States consular agent and 
Cook's representative in Port Said tried 

to discourage Mr. Latimer and me from going 
into Turkish country, for they knew that war 
was imminent. However, we had Abdul­
Baha's instructions to come to Haifa by the 
most feasible route; so we left Egypt by the 
first steamer bound for the Syrian ports. 

Upon our arrival in Haifa we found that 

the troubled condition of the land had not 
been exaggerated. The mobilization of the 
army had been on for some time. All the 
foreign post offices were closed; the banks 
were also shut; consequently business was al­
most at a standstill, and the mass of the people 
were under the spell of war panic. 

In the midst of all the unrest and confusion 
we found Abdul-Baha serene, calm and peace­
ful. After sending to a place of safety in the 
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mountains the various Bahai families of Haifa 
and Akka, Abdul-Baha had gone up into the 
hills himself to see to their welfare, and it 
was upon his return to Haifa from this mission 
of service that we met him. 

During the fourteen days we were with 
Abdul-Baha he spent most of his time on 
Mount Carmel. Upon a shelf half way up the 
mountain overlooking the bay of Haifa with 
Akka in the distance, is the tomb of The Bab, 
and near this are several houses. In one of 
these lived a friend and in one room of his 
house Abdul-Baha stayed. In another build­
ing nearby some of the Bahais lived. We 
lodged the nights in Haifa, but the days we 
spent upon the mountain near Abdul-Baha. 

ing so fragrantly from His Branch, Abdul­
Baha. 

During our visit we had several personal 
interviews with Abdul-Baha and many times 
we heard him give short, informal, general 
talks, but the greatest blessing which was ours 
seemed to come to us from within our hearts 
as we responded to the spirit of Abdul-Baha­
that spirit impossible to describe in words­
the spirit in which he does all things, and 
which, coming from him, penetrates to the 
hearts of all who in soul contact with him, 
taking with it joy, love, peace and the life of 
The Covenant. 

Amid this shower of bounty I realized as 
never before that the Bahai Message can only 

EXTRACT PROM TABLET TO CHARLES MASONREMEY 

"With the utmost resolution and constancy call the souls to the King­
dom of ABHA and invite them to the firmness and steadfastness in The 
Covenant and Testament. Read to them the translation of the Tablet of 
The Branch and speak with gentleness, moderation and loving-kindness, 

• saymg:-
"We have no other aim save the protection of the Fortified Fortress of 

the Cause of God. We must guard this Fortified Fortress from the attack 
of the thoughtless ones. Hence we must all turn our faces to the appointed 
Center in order that the Bahai Unity might be preserved; otherwise in one 
year the Bahais would be divided into a thousand sects. We entertain no 
other object except the safety of the Cause of God." 

Because of the condition of unrest in the 
country, there were but few people coming 
to see Abdul-Baha. He spent much time alone 
in his room writing Tablets. We often saw 
him apparently lost in meditation, and we felt 
that he must have been sending his spirit out 
to the people in all parts who were suffering 
so intensely for that which he had to give. 

All pilgrims will testify to the atmosphere 
of the spirit which rests upon Carmel, "The 
Mountain of God." From the earliest times 
God's revelators have stood upon her slopes 
proclaiming their messages to the world, and 
now from this same holy ground Abdul-Baha 
is demonstrating the Cause of BAHA'O'LLAH 
and establishing the ABHA Peace in the heart 
of humanity. 

During those fourteen days in that Holy 
Spot a real inner awakening came to us. It 
was a greater realization of the spirit of The 
~ ew Day the spirit of The Covenant of God 
-the spirit of BAHA'O'U,AH which is radiat-

-ABDUL-BAHA AnBAS. 

be given effectively by coupling with the letter 
of The Truth the spirit of the Cause of God! 
It is this spirit of love and gentleness which 
penetrates the souls of those whom we meet, 
and when the souls are thus attracted, the mes­
sage penetrates through the minds into the 
hearts of the people, and thus spiritual seeds 
are sown which in due time bring forth only 
its like. War brings forth war, and peace 
brings forth peace. Abdul-Baha stands as the 
central exponent of The Cause of BAHA'­
O'LLAH which is the Oneness of humanity and 
Peace. 

The mission of all those who have received 
this light is to go forth to humanity carrying 
to the people of all classes, nations, races and 
religions the Bahai Message, in the spirit in 
which it has been revealed. Therefore let us all 
hasten to so purify our hearts that nothing 
may remain there save love and peace, so that 
we may lead the people to the source of 
Divine Bounty. 
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"THE PURPOSE OF THE COVENANT WAS SIMPLY TO WARD OFF DIFFERENCES" 

(Continued from Page 231) 

nant." In all His Books, Writings and Epistles 
this has been revealed. Therefore, the Bahai 
dispensation is distinguished. Noone can cause 
any differences. After Christ there were vari­
ous sects, there were various denominations, 
each one claiming to be the right one, and none 
of them had any written document from Christ 
-no proof from Him. Therefore each claimed 
to be the right one, but BAHA'O'LLAH, with His 
own pen, has written a Covenant and Testa­
ment in which He declares Himself, covenant­
ing that the one who is the Center of the Cov­
enant is the one to be turned to. Therefore 
you must thank God that BAHA'O'LI.AH has made 
the pathway straight. Everything He has il­
lustrated and every door He has opened for 
you. There is no occasion for any hesitation 
on the part of any soul. The purpose of the 
Covenant was simply to ward off differences, 
so no one can say, "My opinion is the valid 

• 
one." Any opinion expressed by the Center of 
the Covenant is correct, and there is no way 
for disobedience for anyone. You must be 

, 
very careful, perchance amongst you may be 
those who will be nakazeen, the violators of 
the Covenant. Do not listen to them. Read 
the Book of the Covenant. All have been com­
manded to obey the Covenant, each and all, 
and the first is addressed to the Branches. You 
must turn to the Center He is the Expounder 
of the Book. Should any soul so clearly dis­
obey the Command, can he even say he is a 
Bahai? If anyone should have disobeyed the 
explicit Command of Christ, could he truth-

fully have said that he was a Christian? Im­
possible! 

In <:onclusion I would say that I am well 
pleased with you. I am very glad to meet you 
all. I shall pray for you, seeking confirmation 
from the Blessed Perfection, and you must be 
grateful that praise be to God! He has chos­
en you out of the people and that such glorious 
bestowal and such endless graces and favors 
have been specialized for your benefit. You 
must not look at the present time, for this is 
the beginning, as it was the beginning at the 
time of Christ. Ere long you will see that you 
will be distinguished among all the people. The 
Divine Confirmation from all standpoints will 
uphold you; the radiance of the Kingdom of 
BAHA'o'LLAH will illumine all your counte­
nances. The utmost gratitude must be ex­
pressed, and I am hopeful that after I leave 
here I shall ever hear good news from you, 
showing that the friends in Chicago are occu­
pied with the services of the Cause, are occu­
pied with the joy of promoting the Word of 
God and are occupied in spreading the teach­
ings of BAHA'O'LLAH; they are kind to all peo­
ple and they exhibit the utmost love impartially 
to all humanity. This is the one hope that I 
have. This is the anticipation on my part and 
I am sure you will endeavor so that all the 
friends in Persia and I may experience the 
utmost happiness. May you be a source of 
joy to us; may you be a source of our good 
pleasure; may you be the source of great com­
fort, ease and composure. 

MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR BUILDING FUND 

Received previously, $6,118.61; received during November, $519.50. 
Total received to date, $6,638. II. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (1) Tablet revealed by BAHA'O'LLAH 
pertaining to Birthday Anniversay Feast; (2) 
"The Birthday of BAHA'O'LLAH," by Mirza 
Abdul-Kassim G. Shirazi, Egypt; (3) con­
tinuation of article from India; (4) brief ar­
ticle by the editor of Sind Gazette; (5) the 
Teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH; (6) The Day of 
the Lord and the war of the world; (7) 
channels of correspondence closed; (8) arrival 

of Mr. Remey and Mr. Latimer in America ; 
(9) "The Wolves in London," by Mirza Lot­
fulla Hakim; (10) Feast of the Anniversary 
of Abdul-Baha's ascending the throne of The 
Covenant; (11) translation of an article by the 
editor of the Palo Altan Times in same paper ; 
(12) news of the death of Mirza Mohammed 
Javad, son of Hadji Mirza Hassan Khoras­
sani, of Cairo, Egypt; (13) Basheer, a servant 
at Acca, stricken by the arrow of disaster. 
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T IS self~evident that humanity is at variance. 
Human tastes differ; thoughts, nativities, races 
and tongues are various. The need of a 

Collective Center, by which these differences 
may be counterbalanced and the people of the 
world be unified, is obvious. Consider how 
nothing but a spiritual power can bring about 
this unification; for material conditions and 
mental aspects are so widely different that agree~ 
ment and unity are impossible through outer 
means. But it is possible for all to become uni~ 
fied through One Spirit just as all may receive 
light from one sun. . . . Today, His Holiness 
BAHA 'O'LLAH is the Collective Center of 
Unity for all humanity. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

See page 246 



TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

To the beloved of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful, London. 

Upon them be BAHA'O'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o finn ones in the C O'l)cnant! 

Your letter was received and its contents became known, A Tablet (lit. 
letter) was written to Teheran fifteen months ago and it was published and 
spread in all parts of Persia and now is in the hands of all (the friends). The 
exact text of that Tablet is this: 

"0 senJant of the Blessed Threshold! 

"Thou didst complain of the decline of trade. This year calamities, unfortu­
nate decline and corruption have encompassed the world. Now the proof is 
apparent to all. Abdul-Baha in churches (lit. synagogues) and meetings in many 
of the cities of Europe and America loudly proclaimed the Cause of His Holiness 
BAHA'O'LLAH and called (people) to the Kingdom of AnHA. And he (Abdul­
Baha) brought forth luminous proofs and stated clear conclusions and manifest 
arguments. There remained no excuse for any soul whatsoever, because most 
of the talks were published in newspapers and spread in the world. ::-\ otwith­
standing this, still the people are captives in the sleep of negligence and are 
prisoners of nature and inattentive to Reality. Still the people desire material 
luxury to such a degree that Sur-i-Israfil (i. e., the trumpet of Israfil summoning 
mankind to resurrection) does not awaken them. Of course this negligence, 
nnthankfulness and unmindfulness are the causes of regret, distress, war and 
dispute and produce devastation and misfortune. If the people of the world do 
not turn to the Greatest Name, great misery will follow. But for the sake of the 
believers it is my hope that traces of the favors of God may be apparent and their 
affairs become exceptional. 

"Upon thee be BAHA-EL-ABHA ! 
"(Signed) AUDUL-R\HA ABB.\S." 

This (above) Tablet was written fifteen 1110nths ago and the distressed 
happenings of today were mentioned in it. Notwithstanding this we pray with 
the utmost supplication and lamentation at the Threshold of God that He may 
purify and free the horizon of the world of humanity from this dark cloud. 

Upon ye be BAHA-EL-AnHA! 
(Signed) AnDuL-B.\HA AnD_\S. 

Translated by Lotfullah S. IIakim, 1\ovember 25, 1914, (Kowl 3rd, 70). 
London, England. 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one in 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengtbened; 
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes. 
these ruinous wars shall pass away. and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. V Sharaf 1, 70 (December 31, 1914) No. 16 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

"NO SANE PERSON CAN AT THIS TIME DENY THE FACT THAT 
WAR IS THE MOST DREADFUL CALAMITY IN 

THE WORLD OF HUMANITY" 

To the maid-servant of God, Miss Beatrice Irwin, London. 

lIE IS GOD! 

o tholt beloved daughter! 

Thy letter was received and I have written for thy sake this 1Iessage. This 
article, in answer to thy question, is very important. Display ye the utmost effort 
in its publication. 

After the declaration of the constitutional regime in Turkey in 1908, by the 
members of the Committee of the Union and Progress, this prisoner of forty 
years, travelled and journeyed for three years from 1910 to 1913 throughout 
the countries of Europe and the vast continent of America. Notwithstanding 
advancement in age with its natural consequences, with a resonant voice I deliv­
ered detailed addresses before large conventions and in historical churches. I 
enumerated all those principles contained in the Tablets and Teachings of 
BAHA'O'LLAH concerning War and Peace. 

About fifty years ago, His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH proclaimed certain Teach­
ings and raised the Song of Universal Peace. In numerous Tablets and sundry 
Epistles Be foretold, in the most explicit language, the present cataclysmal events; 
stating that the world of humanity was facing the most portentious danger and 
asserting categorically that the realization of Universal War was unfortunately 
inevitable and unavoidable. For these combustible materials which were stored in 
the infernal arsenals of Europe would explode by contact with one spark. 
_-\mong other things, "the Balkans will become a volcano and the map of Europe 
will be changed." For these and similar reasons He (BAHA'O'LLAH) invited 
the world of humanity to Universal Peace. He wrote a number of Epistles to 
the kings and rulers and in those epistles He explained the destructive evils of 
war and dwelt on the solid benefits and nobler influences of Universal Peace. 
\Var saps the foundation of humanity; killing is an unpardonable crime against 
God, for man is an edifice built by the Hand of the Almighty. Peace is life 
incarnate; war is death personified. Peace is the divine spirit; war is sataniC' 
suggestion. Peace is the light of the world; war is stygian darkness and cim­
merian gloom. All the great prophets, ancient philosophers and heavenly Books 
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have been the harbingers of Peace and monitors against war and discord. This 
is the Divine foundation; this is the Celestial outpouring; this is the basis of all 
religions of God. 

In short, before all the meetings in the West I cried out: "0 ye thinkers 
of the world! 0 ye philosophers of the Occident! 0 ye scholars and sages of 
the earth! A threatening black cloud o'ershadows, which ere long shall envelop 
the horizon of humanity; an impetuous tempest is ahead, which shall shatter to 
splinters the ships of the lives of mankind, and a turbulent, furious torrent shall 
soon drown the countries and nations of Europe. Awaken ye! Awaken ye! 
Become ye mindful! Become ye mindful! Thus in the spirit of co-operation 
we may all arise with the utmost magnanimity and through the Favor and 
Providence of God hold aloft the flag of the Oneness of, Humanity, promote the 
essentials of Universal Peace and deliver the inhabitants of the world from this 
Most Great Danger!" 

While travelling in Europe and America I met altruistic and sanctified souls 
who were my confidants and associates concerning the question of Universal 
Peace and who agreed with me and joined their voices with mine regarding the 
principle of the Oneness of the World of Humanity; but alas, they were very 
few! The leaders of public opinion and the great statesmen believed that the 
massing of huge armies and the annual increase of military forces insured peace 
and friendship among nations. At that time I explained that this theory was 
based on a false conception; for it is an inevitable certainty that these serried 
ranks and disciplined armies will be rushed one day into the heat of the battle­
field and these inflammable materials will unquestionably be exploded and the ex­
plosion will be through one tiny spark; then a world conflagration will be wit­
nessed, the lurid flames of which shall redden all the horizons. Because the 
sphere of their thoughts was contracted and their intellectual eyes blind they 
could not acknowledge the above explanation. 

From the beginning of the Balkan Confederation a number of important 
personages inquired of me whether this Balkan war was the expected universal 
war, but it was answered, "It will terminate in universal war." 

In brief, the point to make clear is this: His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH nearly 
fifty years ago warned the nations against the occurrence of this "Most Great 
Danger." Although the evils of war were evident and manifest to the sages and 
scholars, they are now made clear and plain to all the people. No sane person 
can at this time deny the fact that war is the most dreadful calamity in the world 
of humanity, that war destroys the divine foundation, that war is the cause of 
eternal death, that war is conducive to the destruction of populous, progressive 
cities, that war is the world-consuming fire, and that war is the most ruinous 
catastrophe and the most deplorable adversity. 

The cries and lamentations are raised from every part to the Supreme Apex; 
the moanings and shriekings have thrown a mighty reverberation through the 
columns of the world; the civilized countries are being overthrown; eyes are 
shedding tears, hearing the weeping of the fatherless children; the hearts are 
burning and being consumed by uncontrollable sobbings and piercing wailings of 
helpless, wandering women; the spirits of hopeless mothers are torn by rayless 
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grief and endless sorrows and the nerve-racking sighs and the just complaints of 
fathers ascend to the Throne of the Almighty. 

Ah me! The world of creation is totally deprived of its normal rest; the 
clash of arms and the sound of murderous guns and cannpn are being heard like 
the roaring of thunder across the heavenly tract, and the explosive materials have 
changed the battlefields into yawning graveyards, burying for eternity the corpes 
of thousands upon thousands of youths the flower of many countries who would 
have been evolving factors in the civilization of the future. 

The results of this crime committed against humanity are worse than 
whatever I may say and can never be adequately described by pen or by tongue. 

o ye governments of the world! Be ye pitiful to'lJ.!(f)1d mamkind! 0 ye 
nations of the earth, behold ye the battle fields of slaughter and carnage,' 0 ye 
sages of humamity, investigate sympathetically the conditions of the oppressed,' 
o ye philosophers of the West, study profoundly the ca/uses that led to this 
gigantic, ttnparalled struggle,' 0 ye wise leaders of the globe, reflect deeply so 
that ye may find an antidote for the Sttppression of this chronic, devastat~ng dis­
ea..~e " 0 ye individuals of hum amity, find ye m.eans for the stoppage of this whole­
sale murder and bloodshed. N ow is the appointed time! N ow 'Ill- the opportune 
time! Arise ye, shew ye an effort, put ya forward am extraordinary power, and 
unfurl ye the Flag of Ul1'iversal Peace cmd dam the irresistible fury of this raging 
torrent which is wrreaking hatvoc and ruin everywhere! 

Although this captive has been in the prison of despotism for forty years, 
yet he has never been so sad and stricken with regret and grief as in these days. 
My spirit is aflame and burning; my heart is broken, mournful, heavy and 
despondent; my eyes are weeping and my soul is on fire. Oh! I am so bowed 
down and sorrowful. 

o people! Weep and cry, lament and bemoan your fate. Then hasten ye, 
hasten ye, perchance ye may become able to extinguish with the water of the 
new-born ideals of spiritual democracy and celestial freedom, this many-flamed, 
world-consuming fire, and through your heaven-inspired resolution you may usher 
in the Golden Era of International Solidarity and World Confederation. 

o kind God! Hearken to the cry of these helpless nations! 0 pure Lord, 
show Thy pity to these orphaned children! 0 incomparable Almighty, stop this 
destructive torrent! 0 Creator of the world and the inhabitants thereof, cause 
the extinction of this burning fire! 0 Listener to our cries, come to the rescue 
of the orphans! 0 Ideal Comforter, console the mothers whose hearts are torn 
and whose souls are filled with the blood of irremediable loss! 0 Clement and 
Merciful, grant the blessing of Thy grace to the weeping eyes and burning hearts 
of the fathers. Restore calmness to this surging tempest and change this worId­
encircling war into Peace and Conciliation. 

Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent and the Powerful and, verily, Thou art the 
Seer and the Hearer! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, October 4, 1914, Acca, Syria. 
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"Temples are symbols of the Reality and Divinity of God . .. That is. the Manifestation 
of God is the real Divine Temple and Col/ective Center of which the church is a symbol 
... This Mashrak-el-Azkar. being the first one in the Occident. has great importance" 

"THE HOUSE OF THE COVENANT:" THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR 
THREE ADDRESSES BY ABDUL·BAHA DELIVERED IN AMERICA IN 1912 

(Published in the STAR OF THE WEST, Vol. nIl 

ADDRESS OF ABDUL-BAHA AT PROTESTANT EPIS­

COPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, FIFTH 

AVE. AND 10TH ST., NEW YORK CITY, SUN­

DAY, JUNE 2, 1912, 8 P. M., REV. DR. PERCY 

STICKNEY. RECTOR. 

N THE terminology of the Holy Books, the 
• 

church has been calIed the "House of the 
.covenant" for the reason that the church 

is a place where people of differing thoughts 
and diverging tendencies, where alI races and 
nations may come together in a covenant of 
permanent felIowship. In the temple of the 
Lord, in the house of God, man must be sub­
missive to God. He must enter into a cove­
nant with his Lord in order that he shalI obey 
His commands and become unified with his 
felIow-man. He must not consider divergence 
of races nor difference of nationalities; he 
must not view variation in denomination and 
creed, nor should he take into account the 
differing degrees of thoughts; nay, rather he 
should look upon all mankind and realize that 
alI must become united and agreed. He must 
recognize alI as one family, one race, one 
nativity; alI the servants of one God, dwelIing 
beneath the shelter of the Mercy of one God. 

The purpose is that the church is a collective 
center. Temples are symbols of the Reality 
and Divinity of God, the collective center. Con­
sider how within a temple every race and 
people are seen and represented; all in the 
presence of the Lord, covenanting together in 
a covenant of love and felIowship; alI offering 
the same melody, prayer and supplications to 
God. Therefore it ,is evident that the church 
IS a collective center for mankind. For this 
reason there have been churches and temples 
in all the Divine religions. But the real Col­
lective Centers are the Manifestations of God, 
of whom the church or temple is a symbol 
and expression. That is to say, the Manifesta­
tion of God is the real Divine Temple and 
Collective Center of which the outer church 
is but a symbol. 

Recall the statement of His Holiness Jesus 
Christ recorded in the Gospel: addressing 
Peter, He said, "Thou art Peter and upon 

this rock will I build my church." It is evident 
therefore that the Church of God is the Law 
of God and the actual edifice is but one symbol 
thereof. For the Law of God is a collective 
center which unites various people, nativities, 
tongues and opinions. All find shelter in its 
protection and become attracted by it. For 
example, His Holiness Moses and the Mosaic 
Law were the unfying center for the scattered 
sheep of Israel. He united these wandering 
flocks, brought them under control of Divine 
Law, educated them, unified them, caused them 
to agree and uplifted them to a superlative 
degree of development. At a time when they 
were debased they became glorified; ignorant 
they were made knowing; in the bonds of cap­
tivity they were given freedom; in short they 
were unified. Day by day they advanced un­
til they attained the highest degree of prog­
ress witttessed in that age. It is therefore 
proven that the Manifestation of God and the 
Law of God accomplish unity. 

It is self-evident that humanity is at vari­
ance. Human tastes differ; thoughts, nativi­
ties, races and tongues are various. The need 
of a Collective Center by which these differ­
ences may be counterbalanced and the people 
of the world be unified, is obvious. Consider 
how nothing but a spiritual power can bring 
about this unification; ior material conditions 
and mental aspects are so widely different that 
agreement and unity are impossible through 
outer means. But it is possible for all to be­
come unified through one Spirit just as all 
may receive light from one sun. Therefore 
assisted by the Collective and Divine Center, 
which is the Law of God and the Reality of 
His Manifestation, we can overcome these con­
ditions until they pass away entirely and the 
races advance. 

Consider the tie of His Holiness Christ. 
How many different peoples, races and govern­
ments there were; how many varying sects 
and denominations; but when His Holiness ap­
peared, the Messianic Reality proved to be the 
Collective Center which brought together and 
unified them beneath the same tabernacle of 
amity. Reflect a moment! Could His Holi-
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ness Jesus Christ have united these divergent 
factors or brought about such results through 
political power? Was this unity and agree­
ment possible through material forces? It 
is evident that it was not; nay, rather these 
\·arious peoples were brought together through 
Diyine Power,-through the breaths of the 
Holy Spirit. They were revived throllgh the 
infusion of a fresh spirit. The spirituality 
of the Christ overcame their difficulties so 
that their disagreements utterly passed away. 
In this way these varying peoples were unified, 
agreed and became welded in a bond of love 
which alone can unite hearts. Therefore it is 
pro\·ed that the Manifestations of God, the 
great ~Iouth-pieces of God are the Collective 
Centers of God. The Prophets of God are 
these Collective Centers, for they are the real 
shepherds. The real shepherd unites the scat­
tered sheep as they have done in the past. 
The Collective Center has ever appeared from 
the Orient. His Holiness Abraham was a Col­
lectiye Center and He appeared ill the East. 
His Holiness ~1' oses was a Collective Center 
and He appeared in the East. His Holiness 
Jesus Christ was a Collective Center and He 
appeared in the East. His Holiness :.1oham­
med was a Collective Center appearing among 
the nomadic tribes of the Arabian peninsula. 
Toda\· His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH is the Col-

• 

lectin Center of Unity for all humanity and 
1 T e has come from the East. He founded 
the oneness of humanity in Persia. He es­
tablished amity among the various peoples of 
different religions, denominations, sects and 
cults by rescuing them from the fetters of past 
imitations and superstitions, and led them ,0 
the very foundation of the Divine Religions. 
And from this foundation shines forth the radi­
ance of spirituality which is Unity, the Love 
of God, the Knowledge of God, praiseworthy 
morals and the virtues of the human world. 

B.\HA'O'LLAH again renewed these principles 
just as the coming of the spring refreshes 
the earth and confers new Ii fe upon all phe­
nomenal beings. For the fres.hness of the 
fonner springtime had waned, its vivification 
had ceased, the life-giving breezes were no 
longer wafting their fragrances; winter and 
the season of darkness had come. His Holiness 
BAH .\'O'LLAH came to renew the Ii fe of the 
world with this new and Divine springtime 
which has pitched its tent in the countries of 
the Orient in the utmost power and glory. It 
has refreshed the world of the Orient and 

there is no doubt that if the world of the 
Occident should abandon dogmas of the past, 
turn away from empty imitations and super­
stitions, investigate the Reality of the Divine 
religions, holding fast to the example of His 
Holiness Jesus Christ, acting in accordance 
with the teachings of God and becoming uni­
fied with the Orient, an eternal happiness 
would be thereby attained. 

In the Western world material civilization 
has attained the highest point of development, 
but the Divine civilization was founded in the 
Orient. Now the Orient must acquire material 
civilization from the Occident and the Occi­
dent must acquire spiritual civilization from 
the Orient. This will establish a mutual bond. 
\Vhen the East and West shall come together, 
the world of humanity will present a glori­
ous aspect and extraordinary progress will be 
achieved. This is clear and evident; there 
is no proof needed. The status of material 
civilization in the Occident cannot be denied; 
nor can anyone deny the confirmation of the 
spiritual civilizations of the Orient, for all the 
Divine foundations of civilization have ap­
peared in the East. This, too, is clear and 
evident. Therefore you must strive to assist 
the Orient in order that it may acquire ma­
terial progress. Likewise the Orient must 
promulgate the principles of spiritual civiliza­
tion in the Occident. By the commingling of 
these two civilizations the world of humanity 
will attain the highest bond of prosperity and 
progress. ~Iaterial civilization alone is not 
sufficient and will not prove productive. The 
physical happiness of material conditions was 
alloted to the animal. Consider how the ani­
mal has reached the utmost degree of physical 
felicity. For example, a bird perches upon 
the loftiest branch and builds there its nest 
in the utmost beauty and skill. All the grains 
and seeds of the meadows are its wealth and 
food; all the fresh water of mountain springs 
and rivers of the plain are for its enjoyment. 
Truly this is the acme of material happiness 
to which even a human creature cannot attain. 
This is the honor of the animal kingdom. But 
the honor of the human kingdom is the at­
tainment of spiritual happiness in the human 
world, the acquisition of the Knowledge and 
Love of God. The honor alloted to man is 
the acquisition of the supreme virtues of the 
human world. This is his real happiness and 
felicity. But if material happiness and spiritual 
felicity be conjoined, it will be "delight upon 

(Continued on Page 248) 
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"THE HOUSE OF THE COVENANT:" THE MASHRAK-EL-AZKAR 
[Continued from page 247] 

delight" as the Arabs say. And now we pray 
that God will unite the East and the West 
in order that these two civilizations shall be 
exchanged and mutually enj oyed. I am sure 
it will come to pass for this is the Radiant 
Century. This is an age for the outpouring 
of Divine Mercy upon the exigency of this new 
century, the unity of the East and the West. 
I t will surely be accomplished. 

ADDRESS OF ABDUL-BAHA AT PUBLIC MEETING, 

CONCLUDING THE BAHAI TEMPLE UNITY CON­

VENTION, DRILL HALL, MASONIC TEMPLE, 

CHICAGO, TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 1912. 

MONG the institutes of the Holy Books 
is that of the foundation of Holy Edi­
fices. That is to say, an edifice is to be 

built in order that humanity might find therein 
a place of meeting, and this is to be conducive 
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to unity and fellowship amongst them. The 
real Temple is the very Law of God, for to 
that all humanity must resort, and that is the 
Center of Unity for all mankind. That is 
the collective center. That is the cause of 
accord and unity of the hearts. That is the 
cause of solidarity of the human race. That 
is the source of the life eternal. Temples are 
the symbols of that uniting force, in order 
that when the people gather there in a given 
edifice of God, in the house and Temple of 
God, they may recall the fact that the law has 
been revealed for them and that that law is 
to unite them. That just as this edifice was 
founded for the unification of mankind, the 
law preceding and creating this Temple was 
issued therefor. . . . . . . In brief the 
purpose of places of worship and edifices for 
adoration is simply that of unity, in order that 
various nations, divergent races, varying souls, 
may gather there and among them amity, love 
and accord may be realized. The original 
purpose is this. That is why His Holiness 
BAHA'O'LLAH has commanded that a place be 
built for all the religionists of the world; 
that all religions and races and sects may 
gather together; that the Oneness of the 
human world may be proclaimed; that all 
the human race are the servants of God, and 
that all are submerged in the Ocean of God's 
~ercy. The world of existence may be likened 
to this place. It is the Mashrak-el-Azkar. 
Just as the external world is a place where 
various peoples of different hues and colors, 
of various faiths and denominations, meet; 
j ust as they are submerged in the same Sea 
of Favors; likewise all may meet under the 
dome of the Mashrak-el-Azkar and adore the 
One God in the same spirit of truth, for the 
ages of darkness have passed away and the 
century of light has arrived. The imaginary 
prej udices are in the process of dispersion and 
the Light of Unity is shining. The difference 
which exists among the nations and the 
peoples is soon to pass away, and the funda­
mentals of the Divine Religions, which are no 
other than the solidarity and the oneness of 
the human race, are to be established. For 
six thousand years the human race has been 
at war. It is enough! Now let them, for a 
t ime at least, consort in amity. They enter­
tained enmity formerly. Let them for a period 
exercise love. For six thousand years have 
they negated each other, each nation consid­
ering the other as infidel. It is sufficient! 
We must all know that we ate the servants 
of One God; that we are turning to One 

God; that we have one kind Father; that 
we have one Divine Law; that we have one 
Reality; that we have one desire. Thus may 
we live together in the utmost of amity and 
love together, and for this love, for this amity, 
the favors and bounties of God shall sur­
round us; the world of humanity will be 
reformed; human kind will find a new life, 
eternal light shall shine; merciful and heaven­
ly morals shall become manifested. The 
Divine policies shall rule, for the Divine 
policy is the oneness of the human world. 
God is kind to all. He considers all as His 
servants. He does not exclude anybody, and 
the policy of God is the correct and just 
policy. No matter how complete human policy 
.and foresight be, it is imperfect. If we do 
not emulate the policy of God, or if we re­
fuse to follow His dictates, that will be a 
presumptive evidence of our saying, as it were, 
that we know better than God; that we are 
knowing and wise, whereas God is ignorant; 
that we are sagacious, and God is not. God 
forbid! We seek shelter in God's Mercy 
therefor! No matter how far the human in­
telligence shall advance, it is still as a drop, 
whereas the Divine Omniscience is the very 
Ocean. And now is it just for us to say that 
a drop is imbued Gi' endowed with qualities 
wherewith the ocean itself is minus or not en­
dowed? To say that the policy of the atom 
or the drop is greater and superior to that of 
the ocean? There is no greater ignorance than 
this! At most it is this: That there are 
some people who are as children. They are 
ignorant, and with the utmost love are we to 
educate them in order that they may become 
wise. They are sick; they are ill. We must 
tenderly care for them and treat them until 
they become well. Their morals are unpraise­
worthy. We must train them in order that 
they may become imbued with morals com­
mendable. Otherwise we are all the servants 
of One God, and we are beneath the pro­
tection and providence of One God. These 
are the institutes of God and the foundations 
of the Mashrak-el-Azkar, or His Temple. The 
outer edifice is a symbol of the inner. May 
the people be admonished thereby! I pray in 
your behalf, that your hearts may be enlight­
ened with the Light of the Love of God; 
that your minds may develop daily; that 
your spirits may be set aglow with the fire of 
His Glad-Tidings; until the Divine Founda­
tions in the human world may become pro­
mulgated. And the first of these institutes is 
the oneness of the human world and love 



250 STAR OF THE WEST 

among all mankind, and secondly is the Most 
Great Peace. Praise be to God, this American 
democracy presents capacity, showing forth 
its readiness to become the flag-bearer of the 
Most Great Peace. May they be the hosts 
of the oneness of humanity. May its people 
serve the Threshold of God and spread that 
which is the good pleasure of God! 

Prayer. 

o Thou kind Lord! This gathering is 
turning to Thee. The hearts are radiant 
through Thy love. The thoughts and the 
spirits are exhilarated through Thy Glad-Tid­
ings. 0 God! Let this American democracy 
become glorious in spiritual degrees even as 
it has aspired to the material degrees, and 
render this just government victorious! Con­
firm this revered nation to hoist the standard 
of the Oneness of Humanity; to promulgate 
the Most Great Peace; to become thereby 
most glorious and praiseworthy among all the 
nations of the world. 0 God! This Ameri­
can nation is worthy of Thy Favors and ·is 
deserving of Thy Mercy. Make it dear, near 
to Thee, through Thy Bounty and Bestowal! 

ADDRE SS OF ABDUL-BAHA AT THE DEDICATION 
OF THE MASHRAK-EL-AzKAR GROUNDS, CHI­
CAGO, HIGH NOON, MAY 1, 1912. 

ODA Y you have endured considerable 
difficulty in coming out, withstanding the 
cold and wind; but the power which has 

gathered you here is truly a colossal power. 
It is the extraordinary power. It is a Divine 
Power which gathers you hither. It is the 
Divine Favor of BAHA'O'LLAH which gathered 
you together. Therefore we praise God that 
this power does assemble people in this fashion. 
fashion. 

Thousands of Mashrak-el-Azkars, which 
means the Dawning-Points of Praise for all 
religionists, will be built in the world. In the 
Orient and in the Occident of the world will 
they be built. But this Mashrak-el-Azkar, 
being the first one in the Occident, has 
great importance. In after years there will 

be many Mashrak-el-Azkars, even in this City 
of Chicago many will be established. In Asia 
there will be many. In Europe there will 
be many. Even in Africa there will be many. 
Even in Australia and New Zealand; but this 
is of great importance. In Ishkabad, Cau­
casus, Russia, the Mashrak-el-Azkar has the 
same great importance, being the first one 
built there. In Persia there are many 
Mashrak-el-Azkars. Some were houses which 
have been rented for that purpose. Others 
have given their homes entirely for that 
purpose, and ·in some places temporary and 
small places have been built therefor. In 
all the cities of Persia there are Mashrak-el­
Azkars; but the great Mashrak-el-Azkar was 
founded in Ishkabad. Because it was the first 
Mashrak-el-Azkar, it possesses the superla­
tive degree of importance. All the friends 
of Ishkabad agreed and put forwar<l the 
greatest effort. His holiness the Afnall de­
voted all his wealth to it. Everything he had 
he gave for it. Hence such a tremendous 
edifice was built. A colossal effort was put 
forward. Notwithstanding their contributions 
to that Mashrak-el-Azkar, they have, as you 
know, contributed to the one here in this city. 
N ow that one is almost complete, that is to 
say, with all its gardens. That Mashrak-el­
Azkar is centrally located. It has nine ave­
nues, nine gardens, nine fountains, so it is 
nine on nine, all nines. It is like a beautiful 
bouquet. Just imagine an edifice of that beauty 
in the center, very lofty, surrounded by gar­
dens, variegated flowers, with nine avenues 
interlacing nine gardens, nine pools and nine 
fountains, and think how delightful it must 
be! That is the way ·it should be. It is match­
less, most beautiful! Such is the design. And 
now they are at work building a Hospital and 
a School for Orphans and a Home for Crip­
ples and a large Dispensary and a Hospice. 
They are now planning, thinking of these 
things. When that, God willing, shall be com­
plete, it wilJ be a Paradise! There will be 
no greater geometry than this, and I hope that 
in Chicago it shall be like this. It will be 
even so. 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue contains: (1) Tablet from Abdul­
Baha "The Voice of Universal Peace," published in the London Times; (2) talk 
by Abdul-Baha delivered in the Unitarian Church at San Francisco in 1912; (3) 
translation of article published in the Daily Chronicle, San Francisco; (4) 
Bahai Convention to be held at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in 1915. 
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H 0 thou world 0/ humanity / Awake /" 

ODA Y. if the soul who is attracted with the Love of God and 
burning with the flame of enthusiasm shall unloose his tongue 

and deliver his speech in the utmost state of attraction. it will undoubt­
edly produce the most wonderful effect upon the hearts. With a 
resonant voice. he must cry out: 

o people! 0 people! The Sun 0/ RealilJl has dawned 
from the horizon 0/ the world, casting Effulgence 
upon the East and the West. . . . 

o thou world 0/ humanilJl! Awake! Awake! 

o thou negligent 0/ the Kingdom 0/ God! Reville! 
Revive! 

o thou prisoner 0/ nature! Liberate th)}self! Liberate 
th)}self ! 

o thou afflicted with antiquated dogmas! Get clear 0/ 
superannuated imaginations! Free th)}self 0/ this 
inertia! 

o thou deprived 0/ heavenl)} bestowals! Acquire a share! 
Acquire a share.' 

o thou heedless 0/ the Divine World! Be in/ormed! 
Be in/ormed! 

Cry at the top of your voices similar utterances in those meetings 
before the concourse of humanity. The effect of your words will be 
conditioned upon the degree of your attraction and exultation. Then 
you will observe what an effect this will have. 

-.ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
-Extract from Tablet in which the Panama-
Pacific International Exposition i. mentioned. 

I 
I 

I 

I 



PANAMA·PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 
CONGRESSES AND CONVENTIONS 

SAN FRANCISCO 
1915 

INTERNATIONAL BAH AI CONGRESS 
A UNIVERSAL MOVEMENT HAVING FOR ITS PURPOSE THE BESTOWAL 

OF ECONOMIC. SOCIAL AND SPIRITUAL UNITY UPON 
THE WORLD OF HUMANITY 

Members of Peace Orltanizations, Educational Institutions and all other lovers 
of International Peace are cordially invited to attend the Sessions of the International 
Bahai Congress, to be held each evening, at 8 o'clock, April 19th to 25th 
(inclusive) in the Auditorium at the Civic Center Grove and Larkin Streets. 

Let not a man glory in this. that he loves his country; let him rather glory in this that he 
loves his kind.-Baha '0 ·I/ah. 

UN~VERSAL PEACE TAUGHT BY BAHA'O'LLAH MORE THAN SIXTY YEARS AGO 

The cause of Universal Peace was instituted in Persia in 1851 by 
Baha' 0' llah, the founder of the Bahai movement. 

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 

Baha' 0' llah commanded the people to establish Universal Peace, and sum­
moned all the nations to the" divine banquet" of International Arbitration so that 
questions of national honor, property, boundaries, and of all vital interests 
between nations might be decided by an arbitral court of justice to which all 
nations would pledge their allegiance. 

INTERNATIONAL POLICE 

Baha' 0' llah also declared the necessity for International Police, that all the 
countries might be freed from the need of arms and the diabolical inventions for the 
destruction of the human race. Thus there would be need for only a few soldiers 
in order to assure the safety of the state, to punish offenders, and to prevent civil 
sedition. 

Abdul Baha, the present leader of the movement, during his travels in 
Europe ~nd America in 1910-1913 constantly called the people to the considera­
tion of Universal Peace. Today his words will be recalled by thousands who 
heard him speak, for he predicted the present war, and declared Universal 
Peace to be the most vital proQlem of the twentieth century. 

PEACE THE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM OF THE AGE 

"Why should this great and important cause of Universal Peace, which is, 
verily, like the sun among the lights of civilization, the cause of honor, freedom, 
happiness and prosperity of all mankind, be considered as an ideal impossible of 
realization. What cause could be greater than this? " 

The Bahai Movement provides the spiritual dynamic which will insure 
the permanency of Universal Peace. 

BAHAI CONGRESS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
505 ROSENTHAL BUILDING 

'65 POST STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Reproduction of leaflet issued by the International Bahai Congress 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one in 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened; 
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes, 
these ruinous wars shallvass away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. V Sultan 1,70 (January 19, 1915) No, 17 

Abdul-Baha, on the main drive, Leland Stanford Junior University, Palo Alto, California, 
following his address on "International Peace," Tuesday morning, October 8,1912. 

ADDRESS BY ABDUL-BAHA AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 
Assembly Hall, Hotel Sacramento, October 26, 1912, 9:30 a. m_ 

Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, interpreter; stenographic notes by Miss Bijou Straun 

HAVE just visited your capitol and its de­
lightful gardens. No other capitol has such 
charming surroundings. It is most beautiful. 

Just as I have found your capitol to be so 
imposing and distinguished above others, I 
earnestly hope that especially the people of this 
delightful state of California will prove them­
selves to be the most distinguished altruists of 
the world. Indeed, this land of California 
seems to be blessed. It is abundantly fruitful. 
The climate is temperate. The sun is ever 
shining. The fruits are delicious and luscious. 
All the outward blessings are evident here, 
and the Californians are a noble people. There­
fore I hope that they may make extraordinary 
progress and become renowned for their vir­
tues. 

The issue which is of paramount importance 
in the world today is international peace. The 
European continent is like unto an arsenal. 
It is a storehouse of explosives, ready for just 
a spark, and (lne spark could set aflame the 
whole of Europe, particulary at this time, 
when the Balkan question is before the world. 

Even now war is raging furiously; the blood 
of innocent people is being spilled; children 
are being captivated; women are- being left 
without support; homes are being destroyed_ 
Therefore the greatest necessity in the world 
today is international peace. The time is ripe 
for it. It is time for the abolition of warfare. 
It is time for the unification of nations and 
governments. It is time for love. It is time 
for the East and the West to become cemented 
together. 

Because the Californians seem to be so peace­
loving and possessed of such great worth and 
capacity, I hope that peace advocates among 
them may daily inctease in number, until the 
whole population shall stand for peace. May the 
men of affairs in this democracy uphold the 
standard of peace. Thus may these altruistic 
thoughts radiate from this center toward all 
other regions of the earth, and may this glory 
exist forever for this country, May the first 
flag of international peace be upraised in this 
state. May the first illumination of reality 
shine gloriously on this soil. May this center 
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become distinguished in all degrees, for the 
virtues of humanity and possibilities of ad­
vancement are boundless. There is no end to 
them, and whatever be the degree to which 
humanity may attain there are always degrees 
beyond. There is no phenomenon in the con­
tingent realm of which it can be said, "Beyond 
this state of being and perfection there is no 
other," or "This has achieved the superlative 
degree." No matter how perfect it may appear 
to be there is still a greater degree of attain­
ment to be reached. Hence, no matter how 
much humanity may advance there are higher 
degrees to be attained, because virtues are un­
limited. There is an end for everything save 
virtues, and although this country has achieved 
extraordinary progress I hope that its attain­
ment may be even greater, for the divine 
bounties are unlimited. 

There are some who believe that the divine 
bounties are subject to cessation. For example, 
they think that the revelation of God, the efful­
gence of God, and the bounties of God have 
ended. This is self-evidently a mistaken no­
tion, for none of these is subj ect to termina­
tion. The reality of divinity is like unto the 

sun, and revelation is like unto the rays thereof. 
Hence, if we should assert that the bounties 
of God are not everlasting, then we are forced 
to believe that divinity can come to an end, 
whereas the reality of divinity comprehends all 
the virtues, and by reason of these bounties is 
perfect. Were it not possessed of all these 
perfections or virtues it could not be divinity. 
The sun is the sun because of its rays, light 
and heat. Could it be dispossessed of them 
it could not be the sun. Therefore, if we say 
that the divinity or sovereignty of God is acci­
dental and subject to termination, we must 
perforce think that divinity itself is accidental, 
without foundation, and not essential. 

God is the Creator. The word "creator" 
presupposes or connotes creation. God is the 
Provider. The word "provider" connotes re­
cipients of provision. Another name for the 
Creator is the Resuscitator, which demands 
creatures to be resuscitated. If he be not the 
Provider, how could we conceive of creatures 
to receive His bounty? If He be not the Lord, 
how could we conceive of subj ects? If He be 
not the Knower, how could we conceive of 
those known? Hence, if we should say that 
there was a time in past ages when God was 
not possessed of His creation, or that there was 
a beginning for the world, it would be a denial 
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of creation and the Creator. Or, if we should 
declare that a time may come when there will 
be a cessation of divine bounties we should 
virtually deny the existe,nce of Divinity. It is 
as though man should conceive of a king with­
out country, army, treasury and all that con­
stitutes sovereignty or kingdom. Is it possible 
to conceive of such a sovereign? A king must 
be possessed of a dominion, of an army, and 
of all that appertains to sovereignty in order 
that his sovereignty may be a reality. Even 

• 

so is it with the reality of divinity, which 

Addresses 

CbaimwI, Dl. FaIDlalclt W. D'Evu.n', San Franeiac:o 

Introduction: The Bahai Congress and its Purpose 

The Origin and Fundamental Principles 
of the Bahai Movement 

Ma. Hoorn. H.nals, New York 

Cbaimla.n, lib.. MOUWifOIT MI~ New York 

Material and Spiritual Evolution 01 Mankind 
MI.. HOWAI.I) MACNIItT, New Yori: 

ChairtIWI, MA. EOW.UD B. KUI/ur, Nul' Vork 

The Unbiased Investigation of Truth 

The Ultimate Conformity of Science and Religion 
MI.. Hoopu; H ..... ls. Ne.., York 

The Underlying Unity 01 all Faiths 
MI.. HOWAIlD C. Ina, New York 

Consider how great has been the progress in 
this radiant century. Civilization has devel­
oped. Nations have developed. Industrialism 
and jurisprudence have developed. Sciences, 
inventions and discoveries have developed. All 
of these show that the world of existence is 
continuously progressing and developing, and 
therefore assuredly the virtues characterizing 
the maturity of man must likewise develop 
and grow. 

• The greatest bestowal of God to man IS 
• 

capacity to attain human virtues. Hence 

lluruJa, EtIt"inr. April 22ml 
Chiirman, MI. H,uLUI F. Ou.., Dllblin, New Jiamp!hiR 

The Oneness of the Cycles of the Manifestations 
MI.. WIUL\M H. Ho,,,-, Fanwood, New JUIC,. 

The Elimination of Prejudice as an Essential Factor 
in Human Progress 

Ma. J OIUK H. HAMtllH, Wuhinrton, D. c. 

Chairman, Ma. AUnT WINDtllT, Chicaco 

The Bahai Movement in Relation to Economic 
and Social Problems 

Ma. ALFJ.lO LtIIfT, Boaton 

The Establishment of Bahai Institutions for 
Humanitarian Service 

ML ALUJ.T H . H.-u., Minneapolil 

Salllrd4t E1Jtnj"E, April 24,11 
ChairIl\J.ll, Ma. EDWIII T. COOPn, San F~iaco 

Equality of Men and Women 
Universal Education 
Universal Language 

Ma. HuL.UI F. Oua, Dublin, Ne" Hamplhire 

The Mysterious Forces of Civilization 
Ma. AunT R. WUfDtllT, Chicaeo 

S.nJJt, Eutlrj"L, Apri12StJ, 

Universal Peace 
MllU Au Ktlu KHAII, W ... hinrton, O. C. 

the 
the 
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comprehends all virtues. The sovereignty 
thereof is everlasting, and the creation thereof 
is without beginning and without end. 

Among the bounties of God is revelation. 
Hence revelation is progressive and continuous. 
It never ceases. It is necessary that the reality 
of divinity, with all its perfections and attri­
butes, should become resplendent in the human 
world. The reality of divinity is like an end­
less ocean. Revelation is akin to the rain. 
Can you imagine the cessation of rain? Ever 
on the face of the earth, somewhere, rain is 
pouring down. 

In short, the world of existence is progres­
sive. It is subject to development and growth. 

teachings of religion must be reformed and de­
veloped, because past teachings are not suit­
able for the present time. For example, the 
sciences of bygone ages will not do for the 
present, because sciences have undergone re­
form. The industrialism of the past will not 
insure present efficiency, because industrialism 
has advanced. The laws of the past must be 
reformed, because they are not applicable to 
this time. All material conditions pertaining 
to the world of humanity have undergone re­
form and have achieved development, and the 
institutes of the past are not to be compared 
with them. The laws and institutes of former 
governments cannot be current today, for legis-
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lation must be in conformity with the needs 
and requirements of the body politic at this 
time. 

This has been the case also with the religious 
teachings that so long were given in the tem­
ples and churches, because they were not based 
upon the fundamental principles of the re­
ligions of God. In other words, the founda­
tion of the divine religions had become ob­
scured and certain non-essentials had crept in; 
that is, the kernel of religion had apparently 
disappeared and only the shells remained. Con­
sequently it was necessary that the fundamental 
basis of all religious teaching should be re­
stored, that the sun of reality which had set 

• 

should rise once again, that the springtime 
which had refreshed the arena of life in ages 
gone by should appear once more, that the 
rain which had ceased should descend again, 
that the breezes which had become stilled 
should blow once more. 

Therefore His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAH ap­
peared from the horizon of the Orient and re­
established the essential foundation of the re­
ligious teachings of the world. The worn-out 
traditional beliefs current among men were re­
moved. He caused fellowship and love to 
exist once again among the representatives of 
various religions and denominations. Among 
the various contending religions he caused love 
to obtain. He created a remarkable state of 
amity among hostile sects. He upheld the 
banner of the oneness of the world- of hu­
manity. He laid the foundation for inter­
national peace. He caused the hearts to be 
cemented together. He conferred new life 
upon the peoples of the East. 

Among the hostile religious sects of the 
Orient, those who have followed the teachings 
of BAHA'O'LLAH associate with one another in 
amity and good fellowship. No one says, "I 
am a Frenchman," "I am a German," "I am an 
Englishman," "I am a Turk," or "I am a 
Persian." No one says, "I am a Mussulman," 
"I am still hidebound and fettered with the 
traditional beliefs of dogmatic Christianity," 
"I am still a follower of Talmudic supersti­
tions," or "I am a Zoroastrian and hence an 
opposer of all other religions." On the con­
trary, all have been rescued from religious, 
racial, political and patriotic prejudice, and 
are now associating with one another in amity 
and love, to the extent that if a man were to 
attend one of their representative gatherings 

• 
he would be unable to find any distinction be-

tween the Christian and the Mohammedan, the 
Jew and the Zoroastrian, the Persian and the 
Turk, or the Arab and the European. There 
is no distinction of that character, for the 
meetings are based upon the fundamentals of 
religion, and therefore good fellowship has al­
ready been established. 

In brief, the time of ferocity has passed 
away. The centuries of sectarianism have 

I 

Abdul-Baha leaving the First Unitarian Church, 
San Francisco, after addressing the congregation, 

Sunday morning, October 6, 1912 

ended. The periods of inadvertence have gone 
by. The mediaeval ages of ignorance have 
ceased to exist. 

Verily the century of radiance has dawned. 
Minds are advancing. Perceptions are becom­
ing keen. Conceptions of human possibilities 
are becoming universal. Susceptibilities are 
developing. The discovery of realities is pro­
gressing. Hence it is necessary that we should 
cast aside all the prej udices of ignorance and 
superannuated traditional beliefs of past ages, 
and hoist aloft the banner of international 
peace. Let us co-operate with one another in 
love, and through reciprocity enj oy eternal 
happiness and peace. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE BAHAI MOVEMENT 

BY THORNTON CHASE 

N the month of June, 1894, a gentleman 
in Chicago desired to study Sanskrit, in 
order to further pursue his search into 

ancient religious teachings. While seeking an 
instructor he met a Syrian who had come to 
Chicago from Egypt a short time before, and 
who told him of the Bahai Movement. 

As the statements of the life and teachings 
of BAHA'O'LLAH, and his son, Abbas Effendi, 
the "Greatest Branch," otherwise known as 
Abdul-Baha, accorded with the declarations of 
numerous sacred prophecies, and with the age­
long expectations of mankind, it was deemed 
of value to investigate those claims as far as 
possible. 

Other seekers for truth became attracted to 
the study of these matters, with the result 
that five accepted the teachings as true dur­
ing the year 1894. In 1895 a number of ear­
nest students became interested, classes were 
formed, and several became "believers," and 
in 1896, the followers of the Bahai Cause in 
Chicago were numbered by hundreds. 

A class of Truth Seekers was begun in 
Kenosha, Wis., another in Milwaukee, and 
individuals from N ew York, Cincinnati, Wash­
ington' and other points, came in touch with 
the Movement in Chicago, and carried in­
formation of it to their friends at home, so 
that in 1898 many students in eastern cities 
were eagerly seeking knowledge of God through 
this channel. 

On Nov. 4th, 1900, there arrived in New 
York, Mirza Assad'u'llah, a Persian teacher 
of authority from Acca, in Palestine, and 
Hadji Hassan Khorassani, a prominent mer­
chant of Cairo, Egypt; with Mirza Hussein 
Rouhy, and Mirza Buzork, as interpreters. 
They remained in New York, . meeting and 
teaching large numbers of people, until Nov. 
26th, when they visited Johnstown, New York, 
for two days, and reached Chicago at 4 p. m., 
Thanks~iving Day, Nov. 29th, where they made 
their headquarters for a year and a half. 

A little later came another Persian gentle­
man, Mirza Abul Fazl, a scholar and historian, 
famous in the Orient for his learning and 
sincerity, one who had given up a position of 
the highest honor in Persia, as president of the 
Royal College of Teheran, to embrace the 
Bahai Cause, which resulted in his imprison-

ment for three years in Persian dungeons. 
Two young Persians, Mirza Ali Kuli Khan 
and Mirza Ameen'u'llah also arrived to act 
as interpreters. 

With these teachers came the first oppor­
tunity for a correct and intimate knowledge 
of the true Bahai teachings. The salient 
facts, the mission of the Bab as the forerun­
ner and proclaimer of the coming of "He 
Whom God Shall Manifest," his life, and 
early martyrdom; the appearance of BAHA'O'­
LLAH, the Manifestation, and Revealer of the 
Divine Word, the stution and authority of 
Abbas Effendi, Abdul-Baha, as the Center of 
the Covenant, the Interpreter and the Estab­
lisher of the Sacred Law; these were known 
and believed; but, as yet, there had been but 
little translation of their writings, and but a 
small portion of their beautiful and compre­
hensive teachings of religion and life was 
known until they were disclosed by these vis­
itors from the Center of the Cause. The 
young interpreters, assisted by Mr. Anton Had­
dad of Syria, busied themselves in translating 
the Bahai Writings from Persian and Arabic 
into English, and a wonderful treasury of wis­
dom and knowledge was opened, which has 
been the delight and satisfaction of thousands 
of hungry souls in America. 

The instructions given by Mirza Assad'u'llah 
and Mirza Abdul Fazl were thoroughly sane 
and practical, and so insisted on righteousness, 
right living as the essential of religion, rather 
than psychic and occult experiments, that many 
persons, who had conceived views imbued with 
imaginations and superstitions, fell away from 
the Cause but those who remained discovered 
such spiritual light, guidance, richness, and 
power in the teachings, that they were deeply 
confirmed in their belief, and clung to it as 
the most valuable instruction possible for man 
to obtain. 

The classes and assemblies which had dimin­
ished in number, again began to grow, and to 
spread the knowledge of the Bahai Cause; 
until at the present time its adherents in the 
United States are numbered by thousands­
there are believers in many cities and towns, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific all earnest 
and sincere in their faith, and in their ac­
ceptance of this modern revelation of Divine 

(Continued on Page 265') 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o thou Star of the West! HE IS GOD! 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy suhscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unEhakable, become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world·wide-and at last 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness, firm ... .rs. 
firm .. ess/ (Signed) ABDUL·BAHA ABBAS. 

• ,== 
Vol. V Sultan 1,70 (January 19,1915) 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

To Doctor F. W. D'Evelyn. the beloved of God. Mrs. Helen S. Goodall. 
the maid-servant of God. Mrs. Ella G. Cooper, Mr. W. C. and Mrs. 
Georgia Ralston, San Francisco. California. 

Upon them be BAHA'O'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o ),Ie who are firm in the COlJenant! 
Your letter was received. Praise be to God. that with the utmost firm­

ness you have arisen in the service of the Kingdom, so that you may organize 
a Congress for universal peace during the Panama-Pacific International Ex­
position. Summon the people to the Kingdom of God and promote the teach­
ings of His Holiness BAHA'O'LLAH. Rest ye assured that the Divine Con­
firmations will be conducive to joy and fragrance and most great results will 
be the outcome of this service. 

Rest ye confident in the assistance of God. 

Upon ye be Baha-El-ABHA! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, April 21, 1914. 
Bahai Nest. Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria. 

No. 17 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (1) Abdul-Baha's visit to a Christmas 
performance; (2) Abdul-Baha's talk at the 
home of Lady Blomfield, London; (3) Abdul­
Baha's visit to the Salvation Army barracks 
and his gifts to the poor; (4) talk by Abdul­
Baha given at the Sea of Galilee (Lake of 
Tiberias); (5) talk given by him at Haifa, 
after his return from Tiberias; (6) Tablet to 

a Bahai at Bakou; (7) "The War of the 
World," by Mirza Abdul-Cassim G. Shirazi ; 
(8) the earthquake in Italy; (9) gains and 
losses of the nations at war during the past 
six months; (9) translation from Arabic of 
article by Towfik Effendi Muffaredj; (10) 
news from Haifa by Mohammed Effendi, son 
of Hussein Agha. 
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Knowledge, and striving with their lives to 
carry out the Bahai teachings of love to God 
expressed in love to man. 

There are assemblies of believers in Chicago 
and N ew York, in Boston and Baltimore, Wash­
ington and Philadelphia, in Cleveland, Cincin­
nati, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Kenosha, Minne­
apolis, Spokane, Seattle, Portland, San Fran-

cisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, and in many 
towns of lesser fame; in all of which this 
wonderful, religious, ethical, moral, and prac­

tical teaching of the age, is received and loved 
as the great solvent of religious, social, and 

economic problems, and the joy and beauty of 
life. 

_ ._------

WORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA TO THE BAHAIS 

REGARDING THEIR ATTENDANCE AT THE 

PANAMA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 

IN SAN FRANCISCO. 

From Tablet dated Jul'J) 12, 1911 

The future of California, whether in regard to its material affairs or its spiritual 
affairs, is very important. It is my hope that the people of California may become the 
sons and daughters of the Kingdom and be the means of promoting the religion of God. 

Regarding the Exposition of 191 5 which will be inaugurated in San Francisco, 
America, undoubtedly from now on the Bahais must arrange and prepare ways and means 
so that a great number of them may be present on that occasion. 

F rom Tablet dated April 14, 1914 

The believers of God from now on must think about going to the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition (in San Francisco). Everyone goes to the Exposition either for 
amusement or recreation. or in hope of obtaining commercial benefits. But you, who 
are the believers of God, enter the Exposition with the desire to summon the people to the 
divine Kingdom and hoping to receive the breaths of the Holy Spirit. 

From Tablet dated March 12, 1913 

As regards the second trip of Abdul-Baha to America, if the believers of God be 
enkindled and attracted to a superlative degree, perchance this object will again be ob­
tained. Capacity and capability are the magnetic power. 

Suggestions 

A number of hotels centrally located are recommended. Prices are reasonablee­
from $1.00 per day and up. All rooms with baths. It is suggested that it will be best, 
for those who wish to secure accommodations at any of these hotels, to communicate imme­
diately with the manager, Mr. D. Heywood, 526 Holbrook Building, 58 Sutter Street, 
San Francisco. 

As the week's programme has been arranged to begin the 19th of April, it is hoped 
that all the friends will arrive before that date. 

The San Francisco climate being variable, warm wraps are found to be useful in 
all seasons. For further information please address the Executive Committee of the Inter­
national Bahai Congress, 505 Rosenthal Building, 165 Post Street, San Francisco. 

" 
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PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL BAHAI CONGRESS 

For the Week of April 19th to 25th, 1915 

MondaJ) Morning: 
Meeting of the Executive Committee of the International Bahai 
Congress, the Bahai Temple Unity Executive Board, and the 
Congress speakers, at 9 :45 o'clock. 

M ondaJ) Afternoon: 
Reception to the visiting Bahais at 3 o'clock. 

MondaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

TuesdaJ) Morning: 
Business meeting of the Bahai Temple Unity Executive Board 
at 9 :45 o'clock. 

T uesdaJ) Afternoon: 
Free. 

T uesdaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

W ednesdaJ) Noon: 
Feast of the Rizwan. (For Bahais only.) 

WednesdaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

ThursdaJ): 
Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention. 

ThursdaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

FridaJ): 
Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention. 

F ridaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

SaturdaJ): 
Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention. 

SaturdaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 

SundaJ): 

SundaJ) Evening: 
Bahai Congress session .. Addresses at 8 o'clock. 
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great function of the Revelation of 

BAHA'O'LLAH is, solving the intricacies 

of the Heavenly Books, facilitating the removal 

of differences from among nations and establishing 

unity and harmony among the sections of the 

human world. 

* * 

To all people of insight it is evident 

that in this Most Great Cause all the means 

of comfort for the nation have been provided and 

a plan of readjustment of the affairs of the people 

of the world from all stand points established. 

-MIRZA ABUL-FAZL 
, 

.' \ , :.;. 

• 

I 
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LAWS AND ORDINANCES PECULIAR TO THE 

BAHAI RELIGION. 

1 . Abstaining from crediting verbal traditions. 

2. Prohibition of interpreting the Word of God. 

3. Disagreement as to the station of the Manifestation of God, forbidden. 

4. Keeping of slaves forbidden. 

5. Obligatory upon all to engage in allowable professions as a means of 
support, and obedience to this law accepted as an act of worship. 

6. Education of children of both sexes compulsory. 

7. Prohibition of cursing aud execration. 

8. Prohibition of the carrying of arms. 

9. Creation of the House of Justice and institution of National Assemblies 
and Constitutional Governments. 

Distribution of legacies among heirs according to a definite plan, whereby 
wealth will never be monopolized by a limited few. 
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NEW COMMANDS IN THE BAHAI RELIGION WHICH ARE LACKING 
IN CHRISTIANTY 

COMPILED FROM "THE BRILLIANT PROOF" 

BY MIRZA ABUL-FAZL 

HAT new command is there in the 
Bahai religion which is lacking in 
Christianity? 

Although this question is an abstruse one 
which cannot be fully comprehended by a per­
son unless he be well versed in the-- books of 
the two peoples, yet we will expound it clearly 
in such a way as to be easily understood by 
every soul, and we will explain the specific 
features of this great Movement and prove 
the necess,ity of this Most Holy Manifesta­
tion for the comfort and upbuilding of the 
world. Thus may disinterested persons attain 
insight and every just one arise in thanksgiv­
ing for this great bestowal of God, the All­
Glorious. 

It is evident to every perceiving soul that 
the world of humanity will attain perfection, 
and that happiness and welfare, the desire of 
nations and goal of all hearts, will be insured 
when religious differences and sectarianism , 
the cause of alienation and estrangement of 
the people, are utterly removed from the 
world, and all estrangements and schisms , 
such as racial, patriotic and political divisions, 
etc., are dispelled from among men. Thus 
may men become brothers, loving and kind 
toward each other. These terrible wars, which 
are the greatest catastrophes of humanity and 
civilization, will disappear. The vast sums, 
the expenditure of which is undoubtedly the 
cause of impoverishing men and destroying 
the world, will no longer be devoted to 
destructive pursuits and infernal machinery. 
This question is so clear and lucid that the 
most deficient mind can pass judgment upon it. 
~ evertheless this condition has been confirmed 
by the Divine glad-tidings and established bv 
heavenly prophecies. For the Holy Books co~­
tain expli6t record that in the Great Day 
which has been exalted by various names, such 

as "the last day," "the time of the end," 
"the latter day," "the day of the Lord," etc., 
the Glorious LORD will descend and will unite 
all nat,ions in the worship of the One God. 
He will so train all men in lofty and spiritual 
qualities that warfare and conflict will be up­
rooted, rancor and hatred will be replaced by 
sociability and peace, and implements of war 
be changed into farming and trading tools. 
This is a brief statement of the promises of 
the prophets concerning the "latter day." 

It is self-evident that all nations are await­
ing and anticipating the advent of such a Day 
and the coming of such a great Cause; nay, 
they pray and supplicate God to hasten its 
arrival. 

But the greatest obstacles among the nations 
are the signs and conditions which shall ap­
pear with this praiseworthy Manifestation and 
promised Day; for all the Manifestations of 
God and founders of religion who have for­
merly come have mentioned the signs of this 
g·reat event in their respective books and 
emphasized and clearly recorded them in their 
utterances. But every prophet who appeared 
recorded the self-same signs mentioned by his 
pr.edecessor and fe-peated the same words; yet 
w.lthout undertaking to explain the meaning 
of those signs and conditions or make his ob­
j ect therein known. For instance, consider 
how for a thousand years his holiness Moses 
and the Israelitish prophets spoke and uttered 
glad-tidings to the people of the coming of the 
Lord of Hosts who would harmonize and 
unite all in the worship of One God. Among 
the signs of the day of His coming announced 
by them are: 

F~rst: The rolling up of the heavens. 
Second: The sun will .be darkened. 
Third: The moon shall not give her light. 
Fourth: The stars shall fall from heaven. 
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Fifth: The dead shaH arise from their 
tombs. 

Sixth: Ferocious animals wiJI make peace 
with grazing animals. 

Seventh: They wiH share the same pasture 
and food. 

Eighth: Children wiH play with poison­
ous serpents. 

Ninth: The people of Israel, who in that 
day shaH have become scattered and humili­
ated throughout aH the nations of the East 
and West, wiJI be again assembled together by 
the Lord of Hosts, who wiH establish them 
in their promised land and confer upon them 
eternal glory and everlasting dominion. 

These are, in short, some of the prophecies 
which aH the Israelitish prophets announced 

taking to explain their meaning. Consequent­
ly the Christian doctors disagreed in their 
interpretation of these holy books. Some said 
that those promises were literal statements 
and not subj ect to interpretation and must 
therefore be fulfiHed outwardly. Others 
among the commentators stated that those 
promises were symbolic and that they were 
words requiring interpretation in order that 
their real meaning might thereby become evi­
dent; i. e., that the "Seal of the Book" might 
be opened in the "latter day." Six hundred 
vears after His Holiness Christ, the "Seal of • 
the Prophets" announced His mission and the 
very same promises were again revealed in the 
Koran. The same cond,itions and signs were 
identicaHy repeated. But again the Koran 

ST. MATTHEW XXIV.: 29-31. 

(29) Immediately after the tribulation of those days shaH the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shaH not give her light, and the stars shaH faH from heaven and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken: (30) And then shaH appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: anu then shaH aH the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shaH see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (31) And he 
shaH send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shaH gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

ST. PETER, II EPISTLE III: 10-13. 

(10) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shaH pass away with a great noise, and the elements shaH melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shaH be burned up. (11) Seeing 
that aH these things shaH be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in aH 
holy conversation and godliness, (12) Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God . . . . ? (13) Nevertheless we, according to nis promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dweHeth righteousness. 

to their people and recorded in their books. 
They did not state however that these prom­
ises were to be taken in a literal sense with­
out symbolism and interpretation, or that the 
symbolic texts were subject to commentary. 

Fifteen hundred .years subsequent to the 
time of His Holiness Moses, the very same 
promises and signs were revealed by His Holi­
ness Christ upon whom be glory! Consider 
verses 29-31 of the twenty-fourth chapter of 
St. Matthew and the tenth and eleventh verses. 
of the third chapter of the Second Epistle of 
Peter the Apostle, so that you may witness 
the mention of these promises and signs with 
the utmost clearness. Likewise His Holiness 
Christ and His disciples confined themselves 
to the mere mentioning of these signs, as was 
done by the Israelitish Prophets, not under-

made no reference to the meaning intended 
by those prophecies, nor did it state whether 
they wert! symbolic or subject to interpreta­
tion. Consequently, were a man to consider 
what has been stated he would most clearly 
find that · the greatest obstacles against the 
uni.fication of nations have been these very 
prophecies, glad-tidings, conditions and signs. 
For the various peoples have been prevented 
from uniting with each other because the 
meanings intended by those prophecies were 
not clear. 

Although citing an illustration leads to 
prolixity, yet we will do so for the purpose 
of enlightening and further elucidating the 
matter to the reader. For example, let us as­
sume that a Christian missionary should say 

• 
to a Jew: "Dear friend, why are you sleep-
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ing and heedless? The promised Messiah, 
whose coming was foretold by all the prophets, 
has appeared." Then imagine the Jew answer­
ing: "How splendid! How splendid! What 
beautiful glad-tidings and joyous news! We 
Jews have made all our wishes dependent 
upon the coming of the Messiah and daily 
supplicate by prayer for His advent! Now 
let us see this promised Messiah whom you 
declare to have appeared." The Christian 
missionary answers: "The promised Messiah 
was that wronged youth, Jesus of Nazareth, 
who sacrificed His life for the liberation and 
salvation of the world." The Jew would re­
ply: "0 esteemed teacher! clear signs are 
recorded in the Holy Books regarding the ap­
pearance of the Messiah, none of which came 
to pass. We Jews have not found our re­
ligion so easily that we can relinquish it care­
lessly. You consider yourself a teacher of 
the Holy Books. See then in the Heavenly 
Books the words that at the time of the com­
ing of the promised Messiah the sun will be 
darkened, the moon will turn into blood, the 
new heaven and the new earth will become 
manifest, the stars will fall, the dead will 
arise. Where and when did these prophecies 
become fulfilled during the day of the N azar­
ene and who saw them? Furthermore, let me 
show you numerous passages wherein it has 
been clearly revealed that when the promised 
Messiah appears He will gather together all 
the Jews scattered throughout the world and 
He will save them from the great humiliation, 
execration and tyranny which they suffer. 
Then He will establish them in the Holy Land 
and confer upon them dominion and eternal 
glory. Now tell me when did Jesus of Nazar­
eth accomplish such a thing? Nay, through 
his Manifestation the contrary came to pass, 
for we were established In the Holy Land but 
we have become scattered through his coming. 
We were esteemed; we have become humili­
ated. We were assembled; we became dis­
persed; we were blessed; we became afflicted 
with curses. Al~ this was contrary to the 
promises given to the Israelitish people. So to 
accept Jesus would be to deny those glorious 
prophets." 

In brief, at this point in the conversation the 
Christian missionary would fail to answer the 
Jew. For he, himself, does not understand the 
real meaning of these glad-tidings. How then 
could he explain them to the Jews and cause 
them to be convinced and assured? There­
fore during this long period the missionaries 
of the Christian religion have attempted to dis-

comfit and confound the Jews, yet without 
traversing the pathway of true knowledge and 
real proof. Instead of bringing them near the 
Gospels, they caused them to be annoyed and 
further removed. 

It is therefore recorded in church history 
that during this long period, that is, since the 
conversion of the great Constantine down to 
our time, both in the days of Charlemagne 
and during the crusades, they repeatedly at­
tempted to force the Jews to accept Chris­
tianity, but in the end they failed. N ow, had 
they known the meanings of these glad-tidings 
there would be no need of using force and 
compulsion. 

Similar to this is the attitude of the Mos­
lem toward the Christian. When the Moslem 
desires to prove the truth of the mission of 
the "Seal of the Prophets" to a Christian, he 
refers the Christian to the signs recorded in 
t.he twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew. 
Then that Moslem not understanding the 
meanings thereof is forced to say that this 
Gospel in the hands of the Christians is not 
the original Gospel which descended with 
Jesus upon whom be peace! As you readily 
see, the Moslems will clearly prove in word 
and writing that this Gospel has been inter­
polated by · the Christian scholars and that it 
has been attributed to His Holiness Christ. In 
this case the Christian, to whom the reality 
of the Gospel is evident and manifest, and the 
love of this Holy Book firmly established in 
his heart, will be amazed at the incorrect an­
swer of the Moslem. Instead of fellowship 
and friend ship with the Moslem, the Chri stian 
becomes an enemy of the Islamic religion and 
an opponent of the Mohammedan people. 

In short, one of the great obstacles to the 
unity of the nations is this difficulty which 
has been explained by the foregoing illustra­
tion. All these abstruse problems are involved 
and explained in the statement that because 
the Christian missionaries do not understand 
the real meanings of the books of religions 
which have appeared prior to the manifestation 
of His Holiness Christ upon whom be peace! 
-therefore they cannot guide others to their 
own religion. This has become evident and 
manifest. 

As to the religions which have appeared 
after His Holiness Christ, inasmuch as retro­
gression and reversal are opposed to natural 
motion and contrary to the progress and ad­
vancement which are evident and manifest in 
world movements, therefore the Christian can­
not turn development backward and cause 

, 
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other people to descend the ladder of progress 
in order to unite them to themselves. The 
great man Lord Curzon has partiy understood 
this point when he writes: "The conversion 
of Asiatics to the Christian religion is without 
effect and result." 

N ow that this subj ect has been clearly eluci­
dated we will submit that the present state of 
progress in the world necessitates the Most 
Great Manifestation. While His Holiness 
BhHA'O'UAH resided in Baghdad the first book 
revealed by Him was Kitab-el-Ighan which is 
the key to unlock the seals of the Heavenly 
Books. It comprehends the realities revealed 
in Holy Writ. By it the doors of the under­
standing of prophetic words were opened to 
the faces of the people of BAH A', the real 
meaning of the Divine Glad-tidings were re­
vealed and the original purposes of such terms 
as were latent and unknown became mani­
fested. These terms are: "Death," "Life," 
"H'eaven," "Earth," "Sun," "Moon," "Stars," 
"Resurrection," etc. Thus the means of unity 
became facilitated and the hindrances to inter­
national misunderstandings were removed. 
The signs and emblems of accord and agree­
ment among inimical and opposing people be­
came manifest and apparent. For you observe 
that while now is but the commencement of 
the Bahai Religion, yet difficult questions and 
doctrines have become so clearly explained to 
and so easily accepted by various peoples that 
numerous souls among Zorastrians, Jews, 
N useyrites, et aI., who have never believed in 
His Holiness Christ nor would listen to a single 
verse of the Gospel, have now become ac­
knowledged believers in BAHA'O'LLAH through 
the effect of His blessed utterances. More­
over, they consider His Holiness Christ the 
Promised Lord and His heavenly Book the 
Divine Holy Word. They associate and .con­
sort with Christians in their feasts and gather­
ings with the utmost kindness and fellow­
ship. . . . . 

But let us return to the original question: 
"What has BAHA'o'LLAH brought which is not 
found in the Christian religion?" 

Although the great function of the Revela­
tion of BAHA'o'LLAH in solving the intricacies 
of the Heavenly Books, facilitatirig the re­
moval of differences from among nations and 
establishing unity and ha,rmony among the sec­
tions of the human world is sufficient proof of 
the greatness and thoroughness of the Bahai 
religion, nevertheless we will now consider 
the laws and ordinances of this religion, ex-

plain their specific virtues, their benefits and 
good results: 

First, a command which is particularly a 
feature of the Bahai religion and is not found 
in the other religion i,s ·"abstaiwing from credit­
ing verbal traditions." It is well known to 
men of learning that it was verbal tradition 
which divided the Jews into two great sects. 
Such traditions are the basis of the book of 
Talmud, and caused the division of that one 
nation. One of the two schisms called the 
Rabbinim looks upon the teachings of the 
Talmud as the law which needs to be followed 
and considers it the greatest means for the 
preservation and permanence of the Israelit­
ish people. But the other sect, Gharraim, looks 
upo~ the Talmud as shee·r heresy and condu­
cive to perdition. Thus these two sects can·­
not possibly be harmonized or cease mutual 
opposition. 

Similarly in the Christian religion the main 
cause of schism and division were these verbal 
traditions which were termed "authoritative." 
Each one of the Christian churches, such as 
the Catholic, the Orthodox, the Jacobite, the 
N estorian and others, considers it obligatory to 
follow these traditions inherited from and 
handed down by the fathers of the Church, 
as the very text of the Holy Book. 

Thus when in any of the great Councils the 
question of the unification of the Christian 
people would be at issue, they would avail 
themselves of these inherited traditions, which 
were opposed to union and harmony. Like­
wise in the religion of Islam, claiming these 
verbal traditions which were related of the 
Founder of that religion, subsequent to his 
death, was the cause of the division and sepa­
ra,tion into various of the principal sects, 
such as the Sunnite, the Shi'ite and the 
Kharajite, or into the secondary schools of 
Hanofite, Malakite, Shafite, Haubilite, etc. 

Each of these hold to a set 9f traditions 
considered as authentic by their own sect. 

But BAHA'o'LLAH closed to the people of 
the world this door which is the greatest 
means for sedition; for He has clearly an­
nounced that "in the religion of God all re­
corded matters are referable to the Book and 
all unrecorded matters are dependent upon the 
decision of the House of Justice." Thus all 
nar,rations, relations and verbal traditions have 
been discredited among the Bahai people and 
the door of dissension, which is the greatesl 
among the doors of hell, has been closed and 
locked. 
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Second: One of the laws and ordinances 
peculiar to the Bahai religion is the law pro­
hibiting the interpreting of the Word of God. 
For interpretation of the Words and exposi­
tion of personal opinion has been one of the 
greatest means of dissension in the former 
religions, the cause of darkening of the horizon 
of faith and concealing the real meaning of 
the Book of God. 

It is evident that learned men differ in 
their minds, and the natural gifts of sa­
gacity and intelligence or the lack of under­
standing and comprehension vary in degrees 
among them. Thus when the door of inter­
pretation and perverting of the Words from 
their outward meaning is opened, strange 
opinions and curious contradictory interpreta­
tions will result and different sects will arise 
among the one people and one religious com­
munity. 

Consequently BAHA'o'LLAH has explicitly 
commanded His followers to wholly abandon 
the door of interpretation and follow the 
Words revealed in the Tablets according to 
their outward meaning, so that the events 
which have transpired among the past nations 
should not 'recur among the . Bahai people, and 
the unwelcome happenings which appeared 
among the various sects due to difference in 
mentality and viewpoint should not become 
manifest in this new auspicious day, which is 
the day of the Glorious Lord. 

Thus one of the explicit commands of this 
great Manifestation is the ordinance abrogat­
ing differences which separate men. It is be­
cause one of the occasions of dissension is 
difference of scholars with regard to the sta­
tion of the Manifestation of the Cause, In 
former religions, even as testified by history, 
it has become evident that when in a question 
of this kind a difference has arisen between 
two of the doctors of religion, both parties 
were firm in their standpoints and held 
tenaciously to their sides, while the laity, ac­
cording to their usage, would adhere some to 
one and some to the other, thus closing the 
doors to agreement and unity to such an ex­
tent that religious fraternity was changed into 
deep and bitter enmity, scientific dissension 
terminating in bloody strife and warfare, This 
is illustrated by differences which arose be­
tween Arius, the priest, and Alexander, the 
Bishop of Constantinople, regarding the Trin­
ity, in the fourth century, A, D.; also the N es­
torian differences which took place in the fifth 
century between N estorius, the Bishop of Con­
stantinople, and the other bishops, which 

caused terrible wars and the shedding of pre­
cious blood. The effect of these sad dissen­
sions has lasted until the present day. These 
are clear proofs and evidences for the point 
at issue. 

Time does not allow us to make mention of 
the numerous sects and divisions of the Gnos­
tics and others, of which the church historians 
have counted more than thirty, and incor­
porated them under the term: "Born of 
philosophy." All seekers of full accounts are 
referred to authoritative books on the subj ect, 
in order that they may clearly realize that all 
these divisions and sects came from the dis­
agreements of the doctors as to the degree 
and station of His Holiness Christ, and their 
persistence in their respective opinions. 

Third: The subject of disagreement by the 
doctors as to the station of the M anifestntion 
of God has been one of those abstruse and 
difficult questions to solve which proved be­
yond the power of great minds and baffled a 
mighty king like Constantine the Great. For 
notwithstanding the assistance and co-opera­
tion of the great bishops of the East and West, 
he could not reconcile the various parties to 
the Aryan controversy. Nay, during this long 
time the power' of local councils, the sword 
of European powers and the verdicts of In­
quisitorial Boards failed to remove divisions 
and schisms caused by metaphysical discus­
sions. But the removal of this indissoluble 
knot and incurable disease by the easiest of 
means has been announced in the holy Bahai 
literature, for BAHA'o'LLAH in one of His holy 
Tablets has clearly revealed the following: 
"Since men differ in their degree of knowl­
edge, if two persons should be found to pos­
sess different viewpoints as regards the degree 
and station of the Manifestation of God, both 
are acceptable before God, for, in accord with 
the blessed verse: 'Verily, we have created 
souls different in degrees;' God has created 
men different in understanding and diverse in 
manners. But if those having two points of 
view engage in conflict and strife while ex­
pressing their views, both of them are re­
jected, For, by knowing the Manifestation of 
God it is intended to unify the hearts, culti­
vate souls and to teach the truth of God, 
whereas conflict and strife of two persons 
with two different points of view would do 
harm to the Cause of God. Consequently both 
of them are referred to the fire," This was 
the purport of the blessed Tablet in brief. 
Accordingly in this Holy Cause no one has 
power to create in harmony, .alld because of 



PUBLISHED NINETEEN TIMES A YEAR 
By the BAHAI NEWS SERVICE, 515 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill., U. S. A. 

Entered 11 lecond·cla .. matter April 9, 1911, at the post office at Chica&:o. Illinois, under the Act of March 3,1879. 
, 

EJilorial Staff: ALBERT R. WINDUST GERTRUDE BUIKEMl}-DR. ZIA M. BAGDADI 
Honora'll Member: MIRZA AHMAD SOBRAB 

Terms: $1. SO per year; IS cents per copy 
No', - Until further notice, diltribution in the Orient i. throuch Acenl'. 

Make Money Orden payable to BAHAI NEWS SE.VICE, P. O. Box 283, Chic_to, Ill .. U, S. A. 
To personal ched .. pi .... add lufficienllo COVel the bank exchanl/e. 

Address all communications to BAHAI NEWS SERVICE, P. O. Box 283, Chicago, III., U.S.A. 

TABLET FROM ABDUJ:..BAHA. 
o iho .. Star of the West! BE IS GOD! 

Be thou happy! Be thou happy I Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt 
become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Ballais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand umhakable, become the object of the attention 
of tbe friends and the cent ... of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy 
arena will hecome vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world·wide-and at laat 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all the.e depend upon firmness, firm .. uI. 
firmness! (Signed) ABPUL·BABA ABBAS. 

, 

Vol. V M ulk 1, 70 (February 7, 1915) No. 18 

fear of falling, no one dares to persist in his 
own opinion at the expense of harmony. 

Fourth: Among the specific laws clearly 
laid down in the Cause of BAHA'o'LLAH is 
the law prohibiting slavery. No mention of 
this is made in other religions. As none of 
the former Heavenly Books has forbidden this 
traffic all the humanitarian instincts which ac­
tuated the Great Powers to. abolish and destroy 
it co'uld not withhold the common people from 
this abominable practice, which has cost the 
governments and nations great trouble and ex­
pense. For instance, the freeing of the slaves 
constitutes one of the important responsibili­
ties of the Egyptian government. This neces­
sitates a heavy drain upon the state treasury. 
Furthermore, the trial and indictment of those 
guilty of this nefarious traffic brings great 
affliction and often ruin upon many noted 
families. 

Fifth: Among the laws peculiar to this 
Great Cause is the law maki1Jg it "obligatory 
upon all to engage in allowable professions as 
a means of support, and obedience to this law 
is' accepted as an act of worship." Were a man 
of insight to consider this strong command, 
he would testify to the great benefit it con­
tributes towards regulating the affairs of civ­
ilization and removing impediments and calam­
ities from human society. For it is evident, 
in this present day, that innumerable souls 
designated as monks, anchorites, hermits, re­
ligious devotees, dignitaries and others, al­
though sound in body and limb, abstain from 
occupation and trade, passing their time in in-

dolence and idleness and living upon the pro­
ceeds of other men's labor. In reality such 
men are as atrophied limbs upon the body of 
humanity and a heavy burden to the men of 
industry and agriculture. When by a law of 
religion these innumerable souls abandon idle­
ness and indolence and engage in useful occu­
pations, one can well realize how much this 
will contribute to the common wealth and 
remove the difficulties of the body-politic. 

Sixth: The law making the education of 
children of both sexes compulsory. This law 
is also one of the commands explicitly re­
vealed in this most great Cause, and concern­
ing which no mention is made in any of the 
other religions. For in the other religions the 
education of the masses is made dependent 
upon the law of the government. If in former 
times a government would fail to issue a de­
cree providing for compulsory education, and 
this failure would result in the decadence of 
learning and knowledge, the nation would 
take no thought of it, nor would the people 
consider themselves and the government 
responsible. For no law concerning this sub­
ject has been revealed in the Heavenly Books. 
But when a law is laid down in the Heavenly 
Book of a nation, every individual member 
will consider himself bound to execute it, and 
no one will fail to heed that law, for they wilt 
not be dependent upon the government to 
carry it out. 

Seventh: The command prohibiting cursing 
and execration and making it obligatory upon 
all to abstain from uttering that which may 
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offend men. For, as is evident in moral sci­
ence, cursing, reviling and speaking in harsh 
words and offensive phrases is one of the 
greatest causes of alienating hearts, filling 
minds with rancor, creating hatred and ani­
mosity among the peoples and igniting the fire 
of calamitous warfare among men. Thus it 
is said by wise men: "Verily, war begins in 
words;" and the poet Firdousi has said: "A 
mere word is the cause of warfare." Another 
verse illustrating this point at issue is, "The 
wound inflicted by the tongue is deeper than 
that inflicted by the sword." Were one to 
ponder over the differences and schisms al­
ready spoken of, which arose among the Chris­
tian peoples, creating different sects and 
schools, such as the Aryans, N estorians, Gnos­
tics, et aI., kindling the fire of terrible battle­
fields and violent calamities, he would clearly 
find from the testimony of authentic history 
that the principal and initial cause of such di­
visions and disasters was the difference of 
opinion between two religious doctors, which 
would result in discussion and controversy. 
In order to overcome his opponent and demon­
strate the correctness of his own view, or be­
cause of believing his own opinion correct, 
each would so persist in his attitude that it 
would finally lead to harshness towards the 
other. This harshness would gradually lead 
to insinuating remarks and annoying state­
ments which in time would culminate in revil­
ing, execrating, fighting and even bloodshed. 
Now the harmful outcome of these religious 
fights and their evil efl'ect upon human society 
needs no mentioning here. For the calamities 
caused by these differences during the past 
ages are recorded in the historical books of 
every nation, and the hardships which have 
continued down to our time as the painful re­
sult of those dissensions are evident to men of 
understanding. 

Perhaps some one may advance an objection 
saying that ordinances prohibiting anathema 
and execration are found in the other Heavenly 
Books, as, for instance, the commands of His 
Holiness Christ, well-known as the Sermon on 
the Mount, wherein He most lucidly states, 
"Whosoever calleth another a fool is in dan­
ger of hell-fire." In the Koran it is stated: 
"Curse not those who claim (spiritual mis­
sion) without the permission of God, thus 
without knowledge cursing God as an enemy." 
The answer to this objection is evident to the 
people of insight, for such ordinances and 
prohibitions ar.e considered as educational 
commands in the estimation of the learned and 

not as laws and enactments of religion. Con­
sider this command of the Sermon on the 
Mount, wherein He states: "Whosoever is 
angry with his brother falsely is subj ect to the 
law." Again He says: "Store not for your­
selves treasures;" and again: "Be not con­
cerned with the morrow." Also: "Whosoever 
smiteth thee on the right cheek turn to him 
the other also;" and "Whosoever desireth thy 
garment give him also thy cloak." Then later 
on He says: "Whosoever asks of thee, give 
unto him, and whosoever would borrow of 
thee, prevent him not." 

I t is fully evident that the learned men and 
doctors of the Christian and Mohammedan 
religions have not considered these ordinances 
as imperative. Men of intelligence versed in 
law and jurisprudence have not deemed those 
who disobeyed these laW's deserving of pun­
ishment and trial. Nay, as already mentioned, 
they have unanimously accounted them educa­
tional laws. Moreover some of those laws are 
such that the doctors have not considered 
those slighting them as transgressors or evil­
doers before God. For instance, "If anyone 
smites you upon the one cheek, turn to him the 
other," "He who begs of you, give to him," 
"He who seeks to borrow from you, do not 
refuse him." The above statement will clearly 
show why such commands and ordinances were 
not considered by the leaders of the Christian 
peoples as imperative and obligatory and why 
they could not remove cursing and execration 

• 

from among the community. 
But in the Bahai religion the commands pro­

hibiting cursing, reviling, swearing and blas­
phemy have been revealed as imperative and 
obligatory laws. The responsibility attaching 
to the violators has been revealed in various 
Tablets. Emphatic commands have been is­
sued in regard to the .purity of pen and tongue, 
prohibiting the writing or speaking of that 
which will offend men. For example, although 
in various Tablets such as the Ishrakhat and 
others, the law prohibiting cursing and execra­
tion has been explicitly laid down, neverthe­
less BAHA'o'LLAH, during His latter days, in 
the blessed Book of the Covenant fortified and 
emphasized the above law by addressing the 
following command to the people of the 
world: 

"0 ye people of the world! I exhort ye 
towards that which is the cause of the eleva­
tion of your station! Hold fast to the fear 
of God and adhere to the hem of kindliness! 
Verily I say unto you, the. tongue is for the 
mention of good; defile it not with unseemly 
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words. Verily God has forgiven the past. 
Hereafter all must utter that which is seemly. 
Shun anathema, execration and that whereby 
man is perturbed. The station of man is great. 
Some time ago this lofty word was revealed 
from the treasury of the Pen of ABHA: 'To­
day is a great, blessed Day! That which was 
latent in man is today revealed and become 
maliA/est. The station of ma1! is great, should 
he adhere to veracity and truth and remain 
firm and steadfast ill the Cause:" 

Every intelligent soul who reflects upon this 
utterance: "Verily, God has forgiven the past; 
hereafter all must utter that which is seem­
ly," "Shun anathema, execration and that 
whereby man is perturbed," will clearly see 
how emphatic an ordinance has been given 
forth ratifying the prohibition of anathema 
and execration. Because according to the law 
current among the people of knowledge, the 
purport of this blessed utterance is an explicit 
prohibition concerning anathema and execra­
tion. 

The intended purpose thereof is the unpar­
donable position of the one who violates this 
mighty command and decisive blessed ordi­
nance. 

In this case, to the people of insight it is 
evident, manifest and firmly established that 
the prohibition as regards anathema and exe­
cration is an especialized ordinance and one 
of the particular commandments of this great­
est Dispensation. Thus, through the favor of 
God the Most High, from the traces of the 
Supreme Pen, this unseemly action and the 
ordeals resulting therefrom may disappear 
from among the people of the world and the 
glad-tidings recorded in the third verse of the 
22nd chapter of the Revelation of St. John 
concerning the events of the day of Manifesta­
tion namely: "Hereafter there shall be no 
more cursing," shall be realized. 

Eighth: Prohibition of the carrying of arms 
except in time of necessity. This ordinance 
is not to be found in other religions, but in 
the Bahai religion it is considered as one of 
the imperative and essential commands. The 
great utility of this law is most evident and 
manifest. How many souls who were unable to 
control excessive anger have given vent to it 
by the use of arms ready at hand? If the 
murderer had not been armed, often after one 
hour the violence of his anger would have sub­
sided and no crime would have resulted. 
These are the minor evil results of carrying 
arms. There a~e other greater evils continu­
ally manifested by people who carry arms, 

which are productive of great revolutions and 
excessive losses for the government and na­
tions~ The details of this are not in keeping 
with brevity and are conducive to prolonga­
tion, neverthless the affiictions of the nations 
and ordeals of the people are evident to men 
of perception. 

Ninth: The question relative to the neces­
sity of the creation of the House of Justice 
and institlttion of National Assemblies and 
Constvtutional Governments. This command is 
likewise specialized to this evident religion and 
is not mentioned in the others. For nnder 
other religions it is possible for despotic gov­
ernments to be restored and founded, because 
the love of the permanence, establishment and 
endurance of I'eligious ordinances and the fear 
of going contrary to them is so deeply rooted 
in human souls, by reason of the fear of God, 
that they would not pass a way in a thousand 
years and would not be superseded except 
through the renewal of the religion and the 
reform of laws. 

* * * 
In short, these are some of the especial com-

mands of the Bahai religion which the writer 
of these lines has submitted in accordance 
with this opportune occasion. The considera­
tion of brevity has made it necessary to omit 
the mentioning of other special commandments 
in this Most Great Dispensation. 

Among them are ethics and conditions requi­
site for a wife's knowledge of her traveling 
or absent husband. Another concerns the pro­
hibition of haughtiness and egoism. Another 
is a command as to purity of all things, with 
recommendation and encouragement to observe 
tianitary measures and cleanliness, and to shun 
utterly all that tends to filth and uncleanness. 
Among them is a command directing the agree­
ment of nations in the abolition of warfare 
and battles, and the conservation of the con­
ditions of security and peace. Many such 
commands exist, the words of amplification 
and detail of which are beyond the limits of 
this occasion. For justice to this most im­
portant subject would necessitate the compila­
tion of a large volume and not a short article. 
But although the article may assume more 
lengthy proportion, I am forced, nevertheless, 
to remind the people of knowledge of one dis­
tinguishing feature of the many in the Bahai 
religion perchance the radiant sight (insight) 
may attain to the great bestowal of this Most 
Supreme Cause, and the pure tongue may utter 
thanksgiving and praise to God, the Blessed, 
the Sublime! 
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It is this: One of the abstruse problems of 
social philosophy is the prevention of monopoly 
and wealth control by certain individuals. This 
subj ect has been discussed by the philosophers 
of the world for many years. The wise men 
of Europe and America, especially the Social­
ists, in endeavoring to solve this abstruse 
problem, have entered into minute discussion 
and deep analyses. The governments of Eu­
rope and America have given the subject ex­
haustive attention; nevertheless they have not 
yet agreed upon any opinion and have not 
reached a consensus of remedy for the solu­
tion of this seemingly insurmountable ques­
tion. 

But if a soul should ponder and reflect upon 
the Divine institution concerning the question 
of heritage and the modus operandi of the 
distribution of legacies among heirs accord­
ing to the laws of this Dispensation, he will 
see that this all-important problem has been 
solved in the simplest manner. The distribu­
tion of wealth among the nations has been 
established according to the best method. 

Inasmuch as the matter of death among 
mankind is an unavoidable event, if the dis­
tribution of the estate left by those who as­
cend to God should be effected according to 
.this Divine recommendation, it will be impos­
sible for wealth to be accumulated by the few 
or for any particular family to exercise a 
monopoly, leaving others deprived and afflicted 
by poverty and want. For the Mighty Law­
giver has dealt with this important affair in 
this manner: He has divided the heirs of the 
deceased into seven classes, including teach­
ers, who are the spiritual fathers of enlight­
ened individuals in the world of humanity. 
The heritage is divided according to the num­
ber 2,520, which is the lowest number com­
prising the integral fractions of nine. Under 
this division the seven classes eligible to lega­
cies are as follows: First: Offspring. Sec­
ond: Wives. Third ': Fathers. Fourth: 
Mothers. Fifth: Brothers. Sixth: Sisters. 
Seventh: Teachers. The nearest relatives 
are arranged the closest. Each class receives 
its due according to the number sixty, which 
runs down through all. He has decreed that 
these seven classes mentioned will come equally 

OUR PERSIAN SECTION this issue con­
tains: (1) Utterances of Abdul-Baha on Edu­
cation of the Individual; (2) talk in Arabic 
by Abdul-Baha delivered in Paris from the 

into possession of their legitimate rights, each 
receiving his share from this division. 

When the people of insight reflect upon 
that which has been recorded they will see 
that with this command in operation, wealth 
will never be monopolized by a limited few 
and no individual through sheer forceful skill 
will come into possession of another's wealth. 
Wealth will always be in circulation among 
all. All mankind will inherit from one an­
other and all will be benefited by this capi­
tal. . . . . 

* * * 
Now, in regard to the question of features 

distinguishing this Great Cause from other 
laws and religions of the people of the world 
in all centuries and ages: If fair-minded and 
intelligent men of knowledge should ponder 
and reflect upon the judicious laws of the 
Lord of mankind, they will no doubt ,bear 
witness to the perfection of Divine Providence 
in the laws thus instituted. For instance, 
these three firm and irrefutable ordinances, 
namely, first: the question of heritage by 
which monopoly of wealth will be removed 
and the question of socialism solved; second: 
the question of universal peace and inter­
national agreements regarding disarmament 
and conserving expenditure now devoted to im­
plements of war; third: the question of all 
being commanded to acquire a profession, art 
or trade whereby they may earn a living, thus 
lightening the burden of expense to those upon 
whom it falls, such as farmers, laborers, et al. 
This expense is created by the idlers and un­
employed members of the human family. 

These fair-minded and intelligent men will 
also testify that the readjustment of the world 
and the salvation of mankind from great dan­
gers is conditioned upon following the com­
mands of this Most Great Manifestation. Thus 
will they utter the blessed words: "Blessed is 
God, the Possessor of the Dominion and the 
Kingdom !" 

* * * 
To all people of insight it is evident that in 

this Most Great Cause all the means of com­
fort for the nation have been provided and a 

• 

plan of readjustment of the affairs of the 
people of the world from all standpoints es­
tablished. 

Daily Pyramids, Egypt; (3) news from the 
spiritual assembly of Egypt, by Mirza Abul­
Kasim Goulistaneh; (4) news from the Holy 
Land by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab. 
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o NOT lament over the departure of my dearly beloved Break-
well. F or verily, he has ascended to the luminous Rose-Garden 

in the Abha Kingdom, near the mercy of his Lord, the Almighty, and 
is crying out with the loudest voice, "0 that my people knew how my 
Lord hath forgiven me, and made me one of those who have attained 
to the meeting of God!" .... 

o m:y dear! 0 Break well! Veril:y thou hast abandoned 
this transitor:y world, and soared upward to the 
Kingdom, hast attained to the Grace of the Invisible 
Realm, and sacrificed th:ysel/ to the Threshold 
of the Lord of Might! 

o m:y adored one! 0 Breakweli! Veril:y thou hast left 
behind this ph:ysical lamp, this human glass, these 
earthi:y elements, and this worldl:y enjo:yment. 

o m:y adored one! 0 Breakweli! Then thou hast ignited 
a light in the Glass of the Supreme Concourse, hast 
entered in the Paradise of Abha; art protected under 
the shade of the Blessed Tree, and hast attained 
to the meeting (of the True One) in the abode of 
Paradise. 

-ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS 
Extract from Tablet See page 296 



VASE FOR THE HOLY TOMB 
In commemoration of the visit of Abdul­
Baha to America, this bronze vase is to be 
placed in the Holy Tomb of BAHA'o'LLAH. It 
is the gift of the American Bahais. It was 
made at the Tiffany Studios, New York City, 
and copyrighted June 13, 1914, by L. Bour­
geois, designer. 



"We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one in 
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened; 
that dIversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes. 
these ruinous wars shall pass away. and the"Most Great Peace' shall come."-BAHA'O'LLAH. 

Vol. V Ola 1, 70 (March 2, 1915) No. 19 

PROOFS OF THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL 
Talk given by Abdul-Baha at the home of Mrs. Parsons, Washington, D. C., Saturday, November 9,1912 

From stenographic notes by Mr. Joseph H. Hannen 

OR composed obj ects. there is necessarily 
a destruction or disintegration. For in­
stance, there is decomposition for the 

flower; it is composed of various elements. 
When this composed form undergoes decom­
position in other words. when these elements 
separate and disintegrate-that is what we 
call death. That is the meaning of death as 
applied to the flower. For inasmuch as it is 
composed of single elements, multitudinous 
cellular atoms, it is subj ect to disintegration­
that is the mortality of the flower. Similarly 
the body of man is composed of various ele­
ments. This composition of the elements has 
been given life. When these elements are sub­
ject to disintegration, life disappears, and that 
is death. Existence on a certain plane is ex­
pressive of composition, and non-existence or 
mortality means decomposition. 

But the reality of man is not composed of 
clements and cannot he decomposed. It is 
not an elemental composition. Every object 
which is composed of elements is subject to 
disintegration, and that disintegration means 
death. But any reality which is not the re­
sultant of the composition of elements is not 
subj ect to death. This is a philosophical state­
ment but true, that the element itself never 
dies. There is no destruction possible for it. 
Why? Because it is single and not composed; 
it is not a composition subj ect to that decom­
position which is synonymous to death. Hence 
we will learn that composition spells life, de­
composition spells death. 

Inasmuch as the human body is composed of 
elements, it becomes mortal or dies, because 
its component substances separate or disinte­
grate. But the reality of man not being com­
posed of elements is not subj ect to decomposi­
tion, evanescence or mortality. 

A third evidence or proof is that there are 
definite psychological changes in the human 
organism. At one time the body is normal. 
At another time it is abnormal. Now it is 

weak, and anon it is strong. Now it is in­
jured; one hand might be amputated, a limb 
broken, an eye destroyed, an ear deafened, or 
some defect might attack a certain organ. But 
these changes, remember, do not affect the 
human spirit or soul of man. Be the body 
stout or thin, the spirit of man does not be­
come corpulent or lean. If the body of man 
is weak or decrepit, the spirit or soul appears 
to be unaffected thereby. If .a part of the 
human organism be destroyed, as, for instance, 
if the two hands were to be cut off, or the 
two lower limbs, or the two eyes, eve!) the two 
ears, the human soul functions just the same, 
showing that no changes of the body affect 
the operation of the soul. We have learned 
that mortality means simply change and trims­
formation; and therefore because we do not 
find any change and transformation in the soul 
as the result of the changes in the body, we, 
therefore, prove it to be immortal. Anything 
changeable is accidental, evanescent. 

Fourthly: This immortal human soul is pos­
sessed of two forms of control two perceptions 
as it were. One is affected through instrumen­
tality, the other independently. For instance, 
the human soul sees through the instrumental­
ity of the eye; with the ear it hears; 'with the 
nostrils it senses odors; with the hand it 
grasps obj eets. These are the actions or opera­
tions of the soul through instruments. But 
in the world of dreams, the soul sees when 
the eyes are closed. The man is seemingly 
dead lies there as dead the ears do not 
hear; yet he hears. The body lies there, but he 
-that is, the soul travels, sees, observes. An 
the instruments of the body are inactive; all 
the functions seemingly useless. Notwithstand­
ing this, there is an immediate perception by 
the soul. Exhilaration is experienced. The 
soul journeys, perceives, senses. It often hap­
pens that man in a state of wakefulness has 
not been able to accomplish the solution of a 
problem, and when he goes to sleep, he will 
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solve that problem in a dream. How often it 
has occurred that he has dreamed, even as the 
prophets haYe dreamed, of the future, and 
events which have thus been foreshadowed 
,have come to pass literally. 

Thus we learn that the immortality of the 
soul or spirit is not contingent or dependent 
upon the so-called immortality of the body, 
because the body in the quiescent state, in the 
time of sleep, may be as dead, unconscious, 
senseless; but the soul or spirit is possessed 
of perceptions, sensations, motion and discov­
ery. Even inspiration and revelation are ob­
tained by it. How many were the prophets 
who have had marvelous visions of the future 
in that state! We therefore learn that the 
spirit of the human soul is the rider and the 
body is only the steer}. If anything affects 
the steed, the rider is not affected by it. The 
spirit may be likened to the light within the 
lantern. The body is simply the outer lantern. 
If the lantern should break, the light is ever 
the same. Why? Because the light could 
shine even without the lantern. The spirit 
can conduct its affairs without the body. In 
the world of dreams it is precisely as this 
light without the chimney-glass. It can shine 
without it. The human soul by means of this 
body can perform its operations, and without 
the body it can likewise have its control. 
Therefore if the body be subj ect to disinte­
gration, remember that the spirit is not affected 
by these changes or transformations. 

Sixthly: It is an evident fact that the 
body does not conduct the process of intellec­
tion or radiation. It is only the medium of 
the grossest sensations. This human body is 
purely animal in type and, like the animal, it 
is subj ect only to the grosser sensibilities. It 
is utterly bereft of ideation or intellection, 
utterly uninformed of the processes of reason. 
The animal perceives what its eye sees and 
judges what the ear hears. It perceives ac­
cording to its animal senses, the scent of the 
nostril, the taste of the tongue. It compre­
h.ends not beyond its sense perceptions. The 
animal is confined to its feelings and sensi­
bilities, a prisoner of the senses. Beyond 
these, in the finer higher processes of reason­
ing, the animal cannot go. F or instance, the 
animal cannot conceive of the earth whereon 
it stands as a spherical obj ect. Why? Be­
cause the spherical shape of the earth is a 
matter of conscious reasoning. It is not a 
matter of sense perception. An animal in 
Europe could not foresee and plan the dis­
covery of America as Columbus did. It could 

not take the globe of the earth and scan the 
various continents, saying "This is the eastern 
hemisphere; where is the other, the western 
hemisphere?" No animal could know these 
things. Why? Because they are referable to 
intellection. The animal cannot become aware 
of the fact that the earth is revolving and 
the sun stationary. Only processes of reason­
ing can come to this conclusion. But the out­
ward eye sees the sun as revolving. It mis­
takes the stars and the planets as revolving 
about the earth. But reason decides their 
orbit, knows that the earth is moving and the 
other worlds fixed. The SUIl is the solar 
center and ever occupies the same place. It is 
the earth which revolves around it. Such con­
clusions are entirely intellectual; not accord­
ing to tl1 e sen ses. 

Hence we learn that in the human organism 
there is a center of intellection, a power of 
intellectual operation which is the discoverer 
of the realities of things. This power can 
unravel the mysteries of phenomena. It can 
comprehend that which is knowable; not alone 
the sensible. All the inventions are its prod­
ucts. For all of these haye been the mysterie~ 
of nature. There was a time when the energy 
of electricity was a mystery of nature, but 
that collective reality which is manifest in man 
discovered this mystery of nature, this latent 
force. Having discovered it, man brought it 

• 

forth onto the plane of activity. All the 
sciences which we now enjoy are the products 
of that wondrous reality. But the animal 
is deprived of the operations of it. All the 
arts which we now enjoy are the expressions 
of that marvelous reality. The animal is be­
reft of them, because these realities are pecu­
liar to the human spirit. All the traces are 
the results of the perfections which compre­
hend realities. The animal is bereft of these. 

These evidences prove conclusively that man 
is possessed of two realities, as it were a 
reality conne'cted with the senses and which is 
shared in common with the animal and an­
other reality which is ideal in character. This 
latter is the collective reality and the discoverer 
of mysteries. Such a reality which discovers 
the realities of things undoubtedly is not of 
the elemental objects. It is distinct from them. 
For mortality and disintegration are the prop­
erties inherent in compositions and are refer­
able to things which are subj ect to some per­
ceptions, but the collective reality in man no! 
being so subj ect is the discoverer of things. 
Therefore it is real, eternal, and does not have 
to undergo changes and transformations. 
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There are many other proofs concerning this 
marvelous subj ect, but I must not fatigue you. 
I shall conclude with the words of His Holi­
ness Jesus Christ: "That which is born of 
the Spirit is Spirit" and is acceptable in the 
Kingdom of God. What does that mean? 
It means that just as in the first birth the 
foetus comes forth from the matrix of the 
mother into the conditions of the human king-

dam, even so the spirit of man must be born 
out 'of the matrix of naturalism, out of the 
baser nature, in order that he may compre­
hend the great things of the Kingdom of God. 
He must be born of Mother Earth to find the 
Life Everlasting. Thus this collective reality 
or spirit of man, being born out of the world 
of nature, possessing the attributes of God, will 
continue to live forever in the Eternal Realm. 

THE PASSING OF DANIEL JENKYN 

To the Editors of the STAR OF THE WEST: 
74 Sinclair Road, Kensington, 

London, W." England, Jan., 1915. 
Dear sister in the Faith, Miss Buikema: 

It is with sincere grief I have to tell you of 
the "passing on" of our dear brother, Mr. 
Daniel J enkyn, of St. I ves, in Cornwall. He 
died from the effects of a prolonged and seri­
ous attack of influenza. I had occasion to visit 
St. Ives during the month of November and I 
saw him during the latter part of the month. 
He was then better and we all hoped for a 
speedy restoration to health; but a short while 
afterwards he had a serious relapse from which 
he never recovered, and he passed away on 
December 31st. 

He was a most spiritually minded young man, 
a very sincere, ardent Bahai and a most hard 
worker for the blessed Cause. Not long since 
he visited Holland for the purpose of meeting 
some of those attracted to the Movement and 
confirming their faith. He joined the Chris­
tian Commonwealth Fellowship and found that 
association brought him into contact with 
numbers of earnest seekers for the truth and 
reality of the Bahai teachings. He undertook 
a vast correspondence in connection with the 
Faith and by this means did a great amount 
of teaching. 

We all most deeply deplore his loss, which 
will be much felt in all the English groups. 
I have asked Mirza Lotfullah Hakim, who was 
his close personal friend, to enclose a copy of 
the last letter he received from Mr. Daniel 
J enkyn, for it breathes a most ardent and up­
lifting spirit of devotion which will prove an 
inspiration to us all. If you can find space in 
the STAR OF THE WEST for this short account 
of him, we shall greatly appreciate it. 

Believe me, 
Yours, in the Center of the Covenant, 

ETHEL ]. ROSENBERG, 
Honorable Secretary of the -

Bahai Society in London. 

LETTER FROM LOTFULLAH S. HAKIM 

13 Wood Lane, Shepherd's Bush, 
London W., England, Jan., 1915. 

ALLAH'O' ABHA! 

My dear spiritual sister, Miss Buikema: 

I am enclosing Miss Rosenberg's letter about 
our dear brother, Mr. Daniel Jenkyn, who has 
passed into the wider and more peaceful life. 

Am sending you, also, a copy of the 'last let­
ter which I had from him, which he wrote me 
during his illness. His letter will show what 
a wonderful spirit he had and how firm and 
steadfast he was in our beloved Abdul-Baha, 
the Center of the Covenant. Abdul-Baha, in a 
Tablet to me, which was received in 1912, 
wrote: "Convey to Mr. Daniel Jenkyn the ut­
most greeting of ABHA. I ask God that he 
may become subj ect of great grace. Continue 
correspondence with him." He and I had cor­
responded with each other since 1911. In an­
other Tablet to me, which was received in 
1913, Abdul-Baha wrote: "Also write to Mr. 
Daniel Jenkyn that, 'Always I am expecting, 
from the confirmation of the Kingdom, holy 
breaths and the attraction of ecstacy, that thou 
mayest become so joyful and happy that thou 
mayest raise the heavenly song'." 

Enclosed you will also find a copy of two 
Tablets which he received from Abdul-Baha. 

I enclose a photograph of Mr. J enkyn and 
me together, which was taken about two years 
ago. 

Truly he was my closest friend and our loss 
is his gain. 

I will close now with the deepest grief and 
sorrow and no doubt all the friends will be 
sincerely mournful because of his departure. 

With best Bahai love and greetings to you 
and all the friends 'there, 

Yours very sincerely in the service of 
the Prince of Peace, the Center of the 

Covenant, 

(Signed) LOTFULLAH S. HAKIM. 
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DANIEL JENKYN'S LETTER 

3 Bowling Green, 
St. I ves, Cornwall, England, 

Nov. 22, 1914. 
Au.AH'o'ABHA! 

My dear Lotfullah: 

I feel sure you have excused me for delav . . -
111 answenng your kind letter of the 10th. I 
have had an attack of influenza from which I 
am quickly getting better and looking forward 
soon to be in much better working order than 
I have been of late. 

Thanks for news of Remey and Latimer and 
am delighted to hear of their mission in Amer­
ica. How one longs to have been in Acca 
during the two weeks they were there. Would 
it not build one up to be strong against the 
war forces that impregnate the atmosphere of 
Europe! "The wrong side of human charac­
ter is up." "The world is topsy turvy!" as 
Abdul-Baha savs. -

It is cheering to know that the friends in 
P~rsi~ are progressing well ana that they are 
thmkmg and praying for us here in Europe. 
Oh! if the Bahais were more in number and 
more powerful in spirit so that they could have 
prevented this carnage! We are not vet a 
great influence in the world, as the b;loved 
Abdul-Baha wants to see, and yet he savs: "A 
weak man can, through assistance, be~ome a 
strong man, a drop can become a sea 
through the assistance of God any ol~e 'of' u~ 
can perform wonders." 

Are not the words very fine in the Tablet 
to Mr. Joseph H. Hannen: "The members of 
the Bahai Assemblies must be infinitely kind 
towards each other and all their deliberations 
must be concerning the Kingdom of ABHA. 
. . . . The candles of all the meetings must 
be the mention of God, the propagation of the 
Cause of God, the exposition of Divine Proofs 
and the elucidation of the principles of His 
Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH." I thank you very much 
for sending me this further installment of the 
Diary which contains so many things to encour­
age and inspire us to work and to follow the 

• 
example of the beloved Abdul-Baha who labors 
night and day for the cause of Peace a'nd 
Unity. 

I have a postal card from the Rev. Worm­
hout, saying that he is in America. 

Dr. Cheyne's book is very interesting and I 
am in the course of reading it. Am delighted 
to read his mention of you on page 164. I 
enjoyed his reference to BAHA'o'LLAH on page 
5, "a true image of God and a true lover of 

• 

Lotfullah S. Hakim Daniel Jenkyn 

man." I will write other points that strike me, 
another time. 

But I must refer to Abdul-Baha's words in 
the Diary, for they are very beautiful: "In 
prayer one must turn his face towards the 
sanctified Reality of His Holiness BAHA'o'LLAH 
-that Reality which surrounds all the phe­
nomena. During the time of prayer His Holi­
ness, BAHA'o'LLAH, must be singly and alone 
the center towards whom all the faces are 
turned." 

As you no doubt know, Miss Rosenberg i: 
here in St. I ves, but I have not been able tn 
see her yet. I hope to tomorrow or Tuesda\' -
if she can then call. Am also expecting a 
visit from Mr. Wright tomorrow. 

We join in love to you and to all and rna' • 

the Feast of the Appointment of the Cente~ 

of the Covenant, on the 26th, be a blessed 
one for all the friends. May we all on tha: 
day resolve to follow him more closely ane 
lovingly! 

Sincerely your brother in His service , 
(Signed) DANIEL JENKY~, 
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TABLETS TO DANIEL JENKYN 

Through his honor Mirza Ali Akbar Rafsan­
jani, to his honor Mr. Daniel Jenkyn. 

Upon him be BAHA'O'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 
HE IS GOD! 

o thOlt who art confirmed by the Diville Spirit! 
A thousand times bravo because thou didst 

forego the physical comfort and rest in order 
to proclaim the glad-tidings of the heavenly 
illumination. Thou didst gird up the loins of 
sen-ice and traveled to Holland to diffuse the 
Fragrances of God. Shouldst thou realize how 
blessed is this trip, unquestionably thou 
wouldst not rest for one moment, and uninter­
ruptedly thou wouldst engage in the promotion 
o f the Cause of the Almighty. Thou didst well 
to hasten from London to Holland. 

With his heart and spirit Abdul-Baha was 
thy guide and companion. Although in body 
he was far, yet in spirit he was near. I hope 
from the bestowals of the Lord of Hosts, His 
Holiness the Promised One, ·that this voyage 
may assume the importance of the voyage of 
Peter and Paul when the latter went to Anti­
och. Consider 'fhat important results that voy­
age had. Now the results of thy journey will 

be greater than that. Know thou this of a cer-
tainty. Upon thee be Baha-el-ABHA! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, 
Nov. 19, 1913, Ramleh, Egypt. 

Through Aga Mirza Lotfullah Hakim, London, 
to Mr. Daniel Jenkyn. 

Upon him be BAHA'o'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 
HE IS GOD! 

o tholl who art attracted to the Truth! 
Many of the philosophers of the world and 

the great men of different nations wished to 
attain the Tr'uth, but they were deprived. Then 
praise thou God that thou hast reached to the 
essence of the Truth and thou hast heard the 
proclamation of the Kingdom and the teachings 
of the Lord of Hosts. Through this great , 
favor thou hast prospered and become vic-

• tOrtous. 
I pray, on thy behalf, that thou mayest be­

come the proclaimer of God in that city, that 
thou mayest awake the sleepers and warn the 
negligent; that thou mayest become lighted 
like a torch and bestow the light of guidance. 

Upon thee be Baha-el-ABHA! 

(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

IN MEMORIUM 

MRS. EVA WEBSTER RUSSELL, of Chi­
cago, died July 11, 1914, at Fernandina, Florida. 
The nurse who attended her at the last wrote 
as follows: "I learned to love her more and 
more for her fortitude and firm belief in the 
teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH. No murmur of 
regret passed her lips and her constant prayer 
was for release. As the last hours drew near, 
she called on the Greatest Name, a heavenly 
smile came over her face and lingered there. 
Her resting place is in a little cemetery, the 
first of its kind in the United States." 

MRS. CLARA HALL-Died at 
Massachusetts, August, 1914. 

Boston, 

Covenant with radiant faith, and it seems 
especially significant that the last work of 
her life was that of delegate to the Mashrak­
el-Azkar Convention, that work His Holiness 
Abdul-Baha has said is the most important 
work in America today the beginning of the 
foundation of the Cause she loved with an 
her heart. Allah'o' Abha! 

CLAUDIA STUART COLES." 
Washington, D. c., September 24, 1914. 

SEYED SADIK Died at Teheran, Peri sa, 
in December, 1914 (see illustration in Persian 
section). Seyed Sadik, husband of Faieza 
Khanom, the famous woman teacher of Per­
sia, was the man who sent a blank sheet of 
paper to Abdul-Baha on which was supposed 
to be written certain questions. In reality, it 
was a test. Complete answers were given by 
Abdul-Baha, and Seyed Sadik became a Bahai. 
Both he and his wife gave an they had to 
Abdul-Baha, who in turn presented it for the 
building of the Mashrak-el-Azkar in Ashka­
bad, Russia. 

MARY HELEN HOPPER "This is to let 
vou know of the passing of our dear sister 
rn the Faith-Mary Helen Hopper, the wife 
of George S. Hopper and the mother of Guy 
and Elizabeth Hopper, all Bahais, formerly 
of Ithaca, New York. Many will remember 
her dear face with the light of another world 
upon it through all those wonderful days of 
the last Mashrak-el-Azkar Convention. By 
prayer and spiritually guided nursing this firm 
soul has been kept with us until Wednesday, HARRIET MAGEE Died January 16,1915, 
September 23rd, and tomorrow there will be a at Green Acre, Eliot, Maine. She was an 
Bahai service in Washington, before the earthly active worker in the Cause and for some time 
tabernacle of her faithful spirit is laid to rest was Secretary of the Woman's Unity meeting 
near her childhood's home at Fillmore, N. Y. in New York City. She was especially inter-

"Through all the long months of wearing ested in the education of a little Persian girl 
illness her heart turned to the Center of the through the Woman's Unity, which Abdul-

(Continued on page 298) 
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA. o Ihou Star of the West I HE IS GOD I 
Be thou happy! Be thou happy! Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal. ere. long. thou shalt 

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime. Thou art the first paper of the 
Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited, 
thy form is small and thy voice weak. yet shouldst thou stand umhakable. become the object of the attention 
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the I eaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the 
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase. thy 
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world·wide-and at Ian 
thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity. Yet all these depend upon firmness. firm",". 
firmness I (Signed) AIiDUL·BAHA ABBA8.. 

Vol. V Ola 1, 70 (March 2, 1915) 
================= • 

"CONCERNING THE QUESTION WHETHER ALL SOULS 
ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE" 

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA 

To his honor Mr. Remey Upon him be BAHA'o'LLAH-EL-ABHA! 

HE IS GOD! 

o thou who art rejoiced by the Divine Glad-tidings! 

No. 19 

Verily I have received thy last letter, and thanked God that thou didst reach Paris 
protected and guarded by Him. Thank thou God that He assisted thee to behold the brilliant 
faces of the believers of God, and favored thee to meet them in American countries; for 
verily, beholding those shining countenances is a divine gift. By it, the hearts are dilated. 
the souls are rej oiced, and the spirits are attracted toward the Supreme Concourse. 

Do not lament over the departure of my dearly-beloved Breakwel1. For verily, he has 
ascended to the luminous Rose-Garden in the ABHA Kingdom, near the mercy of his Lord, 
the Almighty, and is crying out with the loudest voice, "0 that my people knew !10W my 
Lord hath forgiven me, and made me one of those who have attained to the meeting of 
God !" 

o Breakwell! my beloved! Where is thy beautiful countenance, and where is thy eloquent 
tongue? Where is thy radiant brow, and where is thy brilliant face? 

o Breakwell! my beloved! Where is thy enkindlement with the fire of the Love of 
God, and where is thy attraction to the Fragrances of God? Where is thy utterance for 
the glorification of God, and where is thy rising in the service of God? 

o my dear! 0 Breakwell! Where are thy bright eyes, and where are thy smiling lips? 
Where are thy gentle cheeks, and where is thy graceful stature? 

o my dear! 0 Breakwell! Verily thou hast abandoned this transitory world, and 
soared upward to the Kingdom. hast attained to the Grace of the Invisible Realm. and 
sacrificed thyself to the Threshold of the Lord of Might! 

o my adored one! 0 Breakwell! Verily thou hast left behind this physical lamp, this 
human glass, these earthly elements, and this worldly enj oyment. 

o my adored one! 0 Breakwell! Then thou hast ignited a. light in the Glass of the 
Supreme Concourse, hast entered in the Paradise of ABHA; art protected under the shade 
of the Blessed Tree, and hast attained to the meeting (of the True One) in the abode of 
Paradise. 
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o my dearly-beloved! 0 Breakwel1! Thou hast been a divine bird, and forsaking thy 
earthly nest, thou hast soared toward the Holy Rose-gardens of the Divine kingdom and 
obtained a Luminous Station, there! there!! 

o my dearly-beloved! 0 Breakwel1! Verily thou art like unto the birds chanting the 
verses of thy Lord, the Forgiving, for thou wert a thankful servant; therefore thou hast 
entered (in the Realm Beyond) with joy and happiness! 

o my beloved! 0 Breakwel1! Verily thy Lord has chosen thee for His Love, guided 
thee to the Court of His Holiness; caused thee to enter into the Rizwan of His Association. 
and granted thee to behold His Beauty! 

o my beloved! 0 Breakwell! Verily thou hast attained to the Eternal Life, never­
ending bounty, beatific bliss and immeasurable Providence! 

o my beloved! 0 Breakwel1! Thou hast become a st"ar in the Most Exalted Horizon. 
a lamp among the angels of heaven, a living spirit in the Supreme World, and art established 
upon the throne of immortality! 

o my adored one! 0 my Breakwel1! I supplicate God to increase thy nearness and 
communication, to make thee enjoy thy prosperity and union (with Him), to add to thy 
light and beauty and to bestow upon thee Glory and Maj esty. 

o my adored one! 0 my Breakwell! I mention thy name continually, I never forget 
thee, I pray for thee day and night, and I see thee c1earfy and manifestly 0 my adored one! 
o Breakwel1! 

Convey my greeting to the attracted maid-servant of God, Mrs. Jackson and announce 
to her the bounty of God and tell her: "Do not haste, neither be thou restless. Soon. 
verily. all the prohlems shal1 be solved t\iterally: every knot shall be untied,) and God shall 
unfold a spacious door, and the purpose shal1 be attained." 

Concerning thy question whether all 'the souls enjoy Eternal Life: Know thou, those 
souls partake of the Eternal Life in whom the Spirit of Life is breathed from the Presence 
of God; and aU beside them are dead, without life as Christ has explained (this matter) 
in the texts of the Gospel. Any person whose insight is opened by God, sees the 
souls in their stations after the disintegration of the bodies Verily, they are living 
and are subsisting before their Lord! and sees also the dead souls submerged in 
the gulfs of mortality. Then know thou, verily, aU the souls are created according 
to the nature of God, and al1 are in the state of (unconscious) ·purity at the time of 
their birth. But afterward they differ from one another in so far as they acquire excellencies 
or defects. Nevertheless, the creatures have different degrees in existence in so far as 
the creation goes; for capacities are many, but aU of them are good and pure (in their 
essence); then afterward they are poUuted and defiled. Although there are different states 

• 

of creation, yet al1 of them are beneficial. Glance thou over the temple of man. its members 
and its parts: Among. them is the eye, the ear, smelling and taste, hands and fingers. N ot­
withstanding the differences between these organs, aU of them are useful in their proper 
sphere. But if one of them is out of order, there is need of a remedy, and if the medicine 
does not heal, then the amputation of that member becomes necessary. 

Verily, I beseech God to make thee confirmed under aU circumstances. Do not become 
despondent, neither be thou sad. Ere long, thy Lord shal1 make thee a sign of guidance 
among mankind. 

Upon thee be greeting and praise! 
(Signed) ABDUL-BAHA ABBAS. 

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, May 3, 1906, Washington, D. C. 
._----

LETTER FROM MRS. MAY MAXWELL TO MR. CHARLES MASON REMEY 

Montreal, Canada, Dec. 3, 1913. 
Dear Bahai brother:' 

. . . Regarding Thomas Breakwell, you 
will remember the vear and the month that -he came to me in Paris. when I was staying 
with Mrs. Jackson. I do not remember the 
date but I remember all the facts. 

Early in the spring my mother had written 
to Abdul-Baha asking permission for me to 
leave Paris when she and my brother would 
be leaving to spend the summer in Brittany. 
A Tablet had come in reply in which this per­
mission was refused and Abdul-Baha said as 
far as it was possible, not to absent myself 
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from Paris at all. Then Mirza-Abul-Fazl wrote 
explaining the circumstances to him and asking 
for permission for me to leave. But the time 
came for my mother and brother to leave the 
city and the oermission had not yet come. 
They closed the apartment and I went to stay 
with Mrs. Jackson. 

During that month I spent in Paris we had 
wonderful meetings, Mons. Dreyfus and others 
received the teachings at that time. I had 
known, the previous winter, a Mrs. "Milner 
who was a friend of Lillian James. She had 
gone to America and returned and on the 
steamer coming back she had met Thomas 
Breakwell. She had told him nothing of the 
teachings, but had spoken of me as a special 
friend in Paris, whom she wished to have 
him meet, and the day after they arrived in 
Paris, she brought him to my little apartment 
at Mrs. Jackson's. I shall never forget opening 
the door and seeing him standing there. It 
was like looking at a veiled light. I saw at 
once his pure heart, his burning spirit, his 
thirsty soul, and over all was cast the veil 
which is over everv soul until it is rent asunder -
by the power of God in this day. As I opened 
the door, Mrs. Milner said "he was a stranger 
and she took him in," then when we were 
seated she told me that he was a young English­
man who had been living in the southern states 
of America and that he was a Theosophist. 
He stayed a short time. As he was leaving, 
he said that Mrs. Milner had told him that 
I had received some teachings which had had 
a great effect on my life and although he was 
only going to be in Paris a few days, he would 
like to call to see me and hear what I could 
tell him. We made an appointment for the 
followin)Z morning and then he left. At the 
appointed hour next day he arrived, his eyes 
shining, his face illumined, his voice vibrating 
under the stress of great emotion. He 
looked at me very intently and then said: 
"I have come to you to help me. Yesterday 

after I left you, I walked alone down the 
boulevard and suddenly some great f~ rce nearly 
swept me off my feet. I stood stilI as though 
awaiting something and a voice announced to 
me distinctly 'Christ has come!''' Then he 
said, "What do you think this means?" Then 
I gave him the Message and teachings from 
the beginning and the veil that I had seen 
over him disappeared. He was like a blazing 
light. Such was his capacity, that he received 
the Message in all its fulness and all its 
strength and beauty within three days and 
on the third day he wrote his supplication to 
Abdul-Baha which in its force and simplicity I 
have never seen equalled: "My Lord! I be­
lieve; forgive me. Thy servant, Thos. Break­
well." 

That evening I went to the rue d\l Bac to 
get my mail and found a cablegram which had 
Just arrived, saving, "You may leave Pari s" 
Signed "Abbas." When, the next day, m\' 
heart filled with gratitude, I joined my mother 
and brother beside the sea and told my mother 
all that had happened, she burst into tear , 
and said, "You have a wonderful Master." 

I could write you pages about the beloved 
Thomas Breakwell; of the fire of love burning 
in his heart when he returned from Acca. oi 
his penetrating spiritual power in our midst. 
of the light of servitude and sacrifice which 
burned so brilliantly in his soul; but you kn ow 
all this even better than I. I only want to 
add that his kindness and love to my moth er 
during those days in Paris produced a grea, 
effect on her and that he was always a joy 
and a consolation to her during that period oi 
her Ii fe before she understood the glory oi 
this Cause. I have always felt that Thomas 
Breakwell was the first of the Paris believers 
to receive the confirmation of the Holy Spirit 
and the fire of the Love of God. 

I am yours in servitude to the Center of the 
Covenant! 

MAY MAXWELL. 

IN MEMORIUM 
(Continued from page 295) 

Baha had said to her should continue in that 
good work. The "Diary of Mirza Ahmad Soh­
rab," which has now become so well known 
to all the Bahais of the West, was started 
by his writing wonderfully descriptive letters 
to her of the daily life and events surrounding 
Abdul-Baha. 

REV. THOMAS KELLY CHEYNE, a 
noted authority on scriptural writings, died 
February 16. 1915. in London. He was born 
in 1841 and was for many years professor of 
interpretation of scripture at Oxford. He was 

OUR PERSIAN SECTIO)J this issue con­
tains: (1) News from the Holy Land con­
tinued from last issue .: (2) Progress of girls 
in Persia Tablet to Dr. M oocly; (3) "Faith 
is the cause of the glory of woman" extract 
from a Tablet; (4) Tablet to one of the Ameri­
can Bahais who complained of being lonesome: 
(5) Biographical sketch of the late Seyed 

canon of Rochester from 1885 to 1908. He 
was the grandson of the Rev. T. H. Horne 
author of the once popular theological tex: 
hook on the "introduction to the holy scrip­
tures." He was a member of the Old Testa­
ment Revision Company in 1884 amI was the 
author of many theological works. The Bahais 
will recall the beautiful letter he wrote t l" 
Abdul-Bah a, and Abdul-Baha's reply to i: 
published in the STAR OF THE WEST, No. Ii 
Vol. IV. 

[Xote the reference made by Daniel J er­
kyn to his latest book on page 294 of thi s is­
sue.] 

Sadik. illustrated; (6) Announcement of pub­
lication in Persian of book by Mirza MahmoO<! 
covering Abdul-Baha's journey and addresses 
in the western world; (7) the vase for the 
Holy Tomb in commemoration of Abdul­
Baha's visit to America; (8) Announcemen: 
to subscribers of the STAR OF THE WEST. 



, ~-?' 
, T' Y'''' V'· . ,,~ 

voL 
N ~ • 

I 

~ -VI.> f •• :.;;> 

" .Y·... s Ik 

• " 
•• 

-z,. 

_~ . :',-)·t;.~~ (\C'-' ~ 7."s- " 
~\.. - '-' '>:".~.-.~~ ~:" ,-'>~-,L 

-=- J.J-> ,~~. r1.::..)" \ "":'..>t2-~ \~ -: ;.-,:, : L 
::-":"; \ ':; ..., -.rV-J IS 1.;1' t.~ £1\ ? ~ - - . . "\,. . . ~ L' -
O~, .. "~~f;'~ ~ ft A~~~ Q~~ rio-

.. -~ .. :-
!., -~ ~ ~ .. - .e.-\f (.)." ',:..~2rU\.7.~. 

W __ _.. _ >....> " --.. -
"', - :~\.:~.\ . ) , ~ \ ..... L:s ~:"I-v L.<.Y ~ ~ ~V~",=- , ·tb 

·~1:'J~.(tW~ :"'~~.NJ (.:" Q"';~ 
, )t-"»;'~\.-'~ ;1J.j\ ~~I (:">'-j\ S~l. 

r->;~'--, .... -,~-, ~-' ':>?':"'~1":'1 
... -. ·'~V";,\e·- "t....-./:"'!---.v- .,)'tt¥~ 

'~ . - . \ t:e---.A. ) 
~>>";.- - ,~l:..- ,-,y.:.;.\~ h~--</".:> 
,0 L.~.>\..-'..A" ... ' .~~\,,~ .~ 

~ ~ ~l "0 '~:~::>;." ~ .. (.~~.>4" 0 

.- 0 '. ',)~>-,.A < ~~ ~\"'~.,; ~ \ ~ So' ,,) 
~'-'o-'-' ' IJ:, . =~ ~ ~.:, • '.\. .. .. ..... - .. .. 



-. 
.. 6 ~ -~ ,....... - . -' . :. ... \~. 

'::"",.-J.>'" ~,l.j • ...NJ " I .../' a ~~ ""'f .lo ~ .... 

,-~, J..:. JvJ.J' ':"'J..ro o~ 1.:- .,!, ,r t-- .. - -. . '. . 
k'':''~'!'' ,j~ - 0 ".oJ .},~r: ~ _ d-u-:;.l - . 

, ., -, I ~ I 0.,;:-
~ .","J'>..r t,/t...r(.") W -" b . ,:) '-:> -' ...". .'f 

o 

~>J.:;.s-C-~ ... ~ ... ~;'..A.:...S'j'~f i-i.......> 

~>..rl.£. . ~ '!"'J~ J ...:.~ 
• jj ... .>ll'.., -~}.~.:..>'-c;.. ~ J J\-

- ,t.. ~, -,:?-, -,~.>..:..Jt.,.c.. d3~~t C,"".l .\" 

~ ... \.>A> .:>~~r:.> ~ - '~ '.>" 0; .... ;CA,A:\. ... .. .. . 
• 

" -' I 
o (>.>-> -'.> .... -' V"...v-' .• ~....-.> '\, ". ....... .... ~ 

:,-"' ..... .J...-'L:..J.~..s~, ' ~'.,.. ... '~if J;.JI 
• 

• -.~,/'..> 0c..~?'~ ,l>~~,;,./. ,-~\:.., rt-, . ~ ~ . , 

~Jv ," .... ,~~V-'" ~~'>_!7:!1 .. -);'..,!I ~ >L - . 
"'--?...;... -. :">.:>.t., c.b': ~ . 1 ~IJJ ~ ... )4 J t.-.:.. 4> 

• 

t;;;;,>~y. 

v~l~~ ~J)I M I ,C .r- ______ ,':,1 .. I 0./ l 
. '. 0L,.J' v>nr>..r. --" U/V 

• 
~ 

.o,,1.,A) 

" . -
• ..>~ .Nu 

• 

• 
>y-> 

• • 



-. 

~ ..... __ 5 __ ?, ..... 

" ~"!k:.: .(~l3~\.:,l--f s'.,.. 4 ~ V -

~ • • •• u./ --~ ............. 
-. .. , ... ... . ., 

~ ~-' ' E>~ 0~) - --k;.\ . A\ 4 · '.. . I) !;.l~ 
v _ 

i/. ~ v--..>-'- • -..., ~~_. ,IL ) - [ . r • 
- "" ~ ~ ~~ : c./'y".J'S.._:J f • ... ~ 

-, - .... '::I 

..:r .. " . ..J~01 ".: ,-'\.. - .,." .,,'1 -.' ~r, rr.'" ,'. :.., ,~ . \ \ 
• • • c ". ' '-"'~ ..r ...... ..T~ -' ':..>~....,. ~.> ~ -' <--'~V.:.r_ J ~ ~ lA..J'-' 

.:-\;;" (~...c- ..>1;,;.lj u.!.r. J\ ... ~ .. <~...:,. ... ~\ ~\~')e...J.>~-'-S" ~'tfJ' Itt. 
-" --:\:., • ...s: . , ~-. ~:.. -" . .~ . .:. 'I (,1\'\ J ." .>.> ~, .. !~. \ ~J Q; 9 ~. S . '( $ .;: . Y..l'- -"'.>~ ~ - . L-,l.....:..J '--" 

"': .. .., ' , ;....-- .. --,.?', - . . ,N.:.,LL ,\1' ). 
. V' JJ-a,,,....... , 7 ~ -'.. ... ... _ ....:.J \:>.J"--' .. u~..",., - . 



::=:-'. ..A7~.\~ D\g;~8L.: ... ;o~ 
f~v\;\-J >J. ~~~-' ;)~.\ ~~, .. ~~ ~ G.,) 

-

/' 
." 

~. .. -
) L 

•• 

,~ c.f.. • .. ,/ .. L .J - :, e ..) ~;, ....... ::: .. ~_' __ "'(,.~' 6:' >.,-
.. J ... 



, 

• 

- . 

\ 
: J .~. .. ... ... . -" 

.(bl~ 
~/--- , ,f,' .~LJI_,.',IL rU f ~ t < "- 0 /' ~ r: ~I,..J,... ...... ..-y 

;.:; /.1>1 

• \ -~ L 0 .... .,.$.\ ...... t .N ~ ;i.--' c> I ~ U I .. .. 

'-
, 

• • , 

• I • • ......... )L:. ~ JS' . ... ).lIo 'to - j, 

• • • 

• , . 

o 

, ~J 



... ... 0-

1 
(./ . 

. -=-~ - ..:J. \--':.. ' ~ 'is"'.::> \ -> (' ~ ,').~Is~ J 

.:; -'..r. ~.:, \ J~ ,:.k.J.fL:- ";' ; L4-J \ ~ 

. - . ~. ~.:, L - ... : .8-.>-> '::>0/" J..,..:. 1;..> <.r".> -.f. .r-
e-,:" )~\~~);::: JI.,.. ..A_~--_ L ~ 
,- .. ~~. S:..(""~0~u\l" "''''../" u _~ .. 

.--, ,! . f ,. 
--0 p ..... .j L .., 1 ( -:..r ~ , ) ~ e.; U---<...t <->...) u 

:7..: ~, . .r - ,\ £ ,.r:-L ~. 0. 'v"<--""i> l- .A.... L: 
- -

• 
, ~. ~ ", ... ~ ~t (./".> -.-> - - - - -

• 

< .;.1 ....... '.fo~....,j . .:.. >\$'''':''J~ 
.. - .~;; ~~-,~,r.I... 


	No 1

	SW_v5no1pg1
	SW_v5no1pg2
	SW_v5no1pg3
	SW_v5no1pg4
	SW_v5no1pg5
	SW_v5no1pg6
	SW_v5no1pg7
	SW_v5no1pg8
	SW_v5no1pg9
	SW_v5no1pg10
	SW_v5no1pg11
	SW_v5no1pg12
	SW_v5no1pg13
	SW_v5no1pg14
	SW_v5no1pg15
	SW_v5no1pg16

	No 2

	SW_v5no2pg1
	SW_v5no2pg2
	SW_v5no2pg3
	SW_v5no2pg4
	SW_v5no2pg5
	SW_v5no2pg6
	SW_v5no2pg7
	SW_v5no2pg8
	SW_v5no2pg9
	SW_v5no2pg10
	SW_v5no2pg11
	SW_v5no2pg12
	SW_v5no2pg13
	SW_v5no2pg14
	SW_v5no2pg15
	SW_v5no2pg16

	No 3
	SW_v5no3pg1
	SW_v5no3pg2
	SW_v5no3pg3
	SW_v5no3pg4
	SW_v5no3pg5
	SW_v5no3pg6
	SW_v5no3pg7
	SW_v5no3pg8
	SW_v5no3pg9
	SW_v5no3pg10
	SW_v5no3pg11
	SW_v5no3pg12
	SW_v5no3pg13
	SW_v5no3pg14
	SW_v5no3pg15
	SW_v5no3pg16

	No 4

	SW_v5no4pg1
	SW_v5no4pg2
	SW_v5no4pg3
	SW_v5no4pg4
	SW_v5no4pg5
	SW_v5no4pg6
	SW_v5no4pg7
	SW_v5no4pg8
	SW_v5no4pg9
	SW_v5no4pg10
	SW_v5no4pg11
	SW_v5no4pg12
	SW_v5no4pg13
	SW_v5no4pg14
	SW_v5no4pg15
	SW_v5no4pg16

	No 5

	SW_v5no5pg1
	SW_v5no5pg2
	SW_v5no5pg3
	SW_v5no5pg4
	SW_v5no5pg5
	SW_v5no5pg6
	SW_v5no5pg7
	SW_v5no5pg8
	SW_v5no5pg9
	SW_v5no5pg10
	SW_v5no5pg11
	SW_v5no5pg12
	SW_v5no5pg13
	SW_v5no5pg14
	SW_v5no5pg15
	SW_v5no5pg16

	No 6

	SW_v5no6pg1
	SW_v5no6pg2
	SW_v5no6pg3
	SW_v5no6pg4
	SW_v5no6pg5
	SW_v5no6pg6
	SW_v5no6pg7
	SW_v5no6pg8
	SW_v5no6pg9
	SW_v5no6pg10
	SW_v5no6pg11
	SW_v5no6pg12
	SW_v5no6pg13
	SW_v5no6pg14
	SW_v5no6pg15
	SW_v5no6pg16

	No 7

	SW_v5no7pg1
	SW_v5no7pg2
	SW_v5no7pg3
	SW_v5no7pg4
	SW_v5no7pg5
	SW_v5no7pg6
	SW_v5no7pg7
	SW_v5no7pg8
	SW_v5no7pg9
	SW_v5no7pg10
	SW_v5no7pg11
	SW_v5no7pg12
	SW_v5no7pg13
	SW_v5no7pg14
	SW_v5no7pg15
	SW_v5no7pg16

	No 8

	SW_v5no8pg1
	SW_v5no8pg2
	SW_v5no8pg3
	SW_v5no8pg4
	SW_v5no8pg5
	SW_v5no8pg6
	SW_v5no8pg7
	SW_v5no8pg8
	SW_v5no8pg9
	SW_v5no8pg10
	SW_v5no8pg11
	SW_v5no8pg12
	SW_v5no8pg13
	SW_v5no8pg14
	SW_v5no8pg15
	SW_v5no8pg16

	No 9

	SW_v5no9pg1
	SW_v5no9pg2
	SW_v5no9pg3
	SW_v5no9pg4
	SW_v5no9pg5
	SW_v5no9pg6
	SW_v5no9pg7
	SW_v5no9pg8
	SW_v5no9pg9
	SW_v5no9pg10
	SW_v5no9pg11
	SW_v5no9pg12
	SW_v5no9pg13
	SW_v5no9pg14
	SW_v5no9pg15
	SW_v5no9pg16

	No 10

	SW_v5no10pg1
	SW_v5no10pg2
	SW_v5no10pg3
	SW_v5no10pg4
	SW_v5no10pg5
	SW_v5no10pg6
	SW_v5no10pg7
	SW_v5no10pg8
	SW_v5no10pg9
	SW_v5no10pg10
	SW_v5no10pg11
	SW_v5no10pg12
	SW_v5no10pg13
	SW_v5no10pg14
	SW_v5no10pg15
	SW_v5no10pg16

	No 11

	SW_v5no11pg1
	SW_v5no11pg2
	SW_v5no11pg3
	SW_v5no11pg4
	SW_v5no11pg5
	SW_v5no11pg6
	SW_v5no11pg7
	SW_v5no11pg8
	SW_v5no11pg9
	SW_v5no11pg10
	SW_v5no11pg11
	SW_v5no11pg12
	SW_v5no11pg13
	SW_v5no11pg14
	SW_v5no11pg15
	SW_v5no11pg16

	No 12

	SW_v5no12pg1
	SW_v5no12pg2
	SW_v5no12pg3
	SW_v5no12pg4
	SW_v5no12pg5
	SW_v5no12pg6
	SW_v5no12pg7
	SW_v5no12pg8
	SW_v5no12pg9
	SW_v5no12pg10
	SW_v5no12pg11
	SW_v5no12pg12
	SW_v5no12pg13
	SW_v5no12pg14
	SW_v5no12pg15
	SW_v5no12pg16

	No 13

	SW_v5no13pg1
	SW_v5no13pg2
	SW_v5no13pg3
	SW_v5no13pg4
	SW_v5no13pg5
	SW_v5no13pg6
	SW_v5no13pg7
	SW_v5no13pg8
	SW_v5no13pg9
	SW_v5no13pg10
	SW_v5no13pg11
	SW_v5no13pg12
	SW_v5no13pg13
	SW_v5no13pg14
	SW_v5no13pg15
	SW_v5no13pg16

	No 14

	SW_v5no14pg1
	SW_v5no14pg2
	SW_v5no14pg3
	SW_v5no14pg4
	SW_v5no14pg5
	SW_v5no14pg6
	SW_v5no14pg7
	SW_v5no14pg8
	SW_v5no14pg9
	SW_v5no14pg10
	SW_v5no14pg11
	SW_v5no14pg12
	SW_v5no14pg13
	SW_v5no14pg14
	SW_v5no14pg15
	SW_v5no14pg16

	No 15

	SW_v5no15pg1
	SW_v5no15pg2
	SW_v5no15pg3
	SW_v5no15pg4
	SW_v5no15pg5
	SW_v5no15pg6
	SW_v5no15pg7
	SW_v5no15pg8
	SW_v5no15pg9
	SW_v5no15pg10
	SW_v5no15pg11
	SW_v5no15pg12
	SW_v5no15pg13
	SW_v5no15pg14
	SW_v5no15pg15
	SW_v5no15pg16

	No 16

	SW_v5no16pg1
	SW_v5no16pg2
	SW_v5no16pg3
	SW_v5no16pg4
	SW_v5no16pg5
	SW_v5no16pg6
	SW_v5no16pg7
	SW_v5no16pg8
	SW_v5no16pg9
	SW_v5no16pg10
	SW_v5no16pg11
	SW_v5no16pg12
	SW_v5no16pg13
	SW_v5no16pg14
	SW_v5no16pg15
	SW_v5no16pg16

	No 17

	SW_v5no17pg1
	SW_v5no17pg2
	SW_v5no17pg3
	SW_v5no17pg4
	SW_v5no17pg5
	SW_v5no17pg6
	SW_v5no17pg7
	SW_v5no17pg8
	SW_v5no17pg9
	SW_v5no17pg10
	SW_v5no17pg11
	SW_v5no17pg12
	SW_v5no17pg13
	SW_v5no17pg14
	SW_v5no17pg15
	SW_v5no17pg16

	No 18

	SW_v5no18pg1
	SW_v5no18pg2
	SW_v5no18pg3
	SW_v5no18pg4
	SW_v5no18pg5
	SW_v5no18pg6
	SW_v5no18pg7
	SW_v5no18pg8
	SW_v5no18pg9
	SW_v5no18pg10
	SW_v5no18pg11
	SW_v5no18pg12
	SW_v5no18pg13
	SW_v5no18pg14
	SW_v5no18pg15
	SW_v5no18pg16

	No 19

	SW_v5no19pg1
	SW_v5no19pg2
	SW_v5no19pg3
	SW_v5no19pg4
	SW_v5no19pg5
	SW_v5no19pg6
	SW_v5no19pg7
	SW_v5no19pg8
	SW_v5no19pg9
	SW_v5no19pg10
	SW_v5no19pg11
	SW_v5no19pg12
	SW_v5no19pg13
	SW_v5no19pg14
	SW_v5no19pg15
	SW_v5no19pg16


