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are opened; The Sun of Truth is shining

upon the world; the Fountains of Life
are flowing; the Daysprings of Mercy have ap-
peared; the Greatest and Most Glorious Light is
now manifest to illuminate the hearts of men.

Wake up and hear the Voice of GOD calling
[rom all parts of the Supreme World—"Come unto
Me, O ye children of men; come unte Me, O ye
who are thirstv, and drink from this sweet Water
which is descending in lorrents upon all parls of
the gi'nf:-c'."

These days are the days of Faith and Deeds—
not the days of words and lip service: Let us
arise from the sleep of negligence, and realize what
a great feast is prepared for us; first eating thereof
ourselves, then gi'-ring unto others who are thirst-
ing for the Water of Knowledge, and hungering
for the Bread of Life.

These ‘Great Days are swiftly passing; and once
gone thev can never be recalled. So. while the
Rays of the Sun of Truth are still shining and The
Center of The Covenant of Gob is manifest, let
us go forth to work.

O PEOPLE! The Doors of the Kingdom

—ABDUL-BAHA.
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STAR OF THE WEST

“We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations: that all nations shall become one in
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened:
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes,
these ruinous wars shall pass away, and the "Most Great Peace’ shall come."—BABA'O'LLAH,

Vol. V

Baha' 1, 70 (March 21, 1914) No. 1

“TODAY, DIVINE POWERS REINFORCE THE SOUL.S WHO ARE
SPREADING THE CAUSE OF GOD!"

Abdul-Baha's Message 1o the Bahais throughout the world, delivered at the
Tomb of BAHA'O'LLAH, December 25, 1913.

was r&quired of me, that 1s, to raise my voice In the churches, synagogues, con-

ventions, and meetings,” calling the attention of the people to the Kingdom of

God and the appearance of BAHA'O'LLAH—praise be to God! through the
confirmation of the Blessed Perfection—is accomplished. Now it is the turn of the
believers of God. Now | am ever expecting to hear the sweet voice of the friends
raised and the watchword, “Ya-Bahd-el-ABHA!" reaching the ear of the heart
and spirit.

Those souls who have become subservient to the will of God as manifested in
the life and teachings of BAHA’O'LLAH must know of a certainty that they attract
unto themselves heavenly confirmation and assistance. Now, existence upon the
Sacred Threshold i1s the magnet whereby aid i1s attracted. The more the believers
humble themselves at the Divine Threshold, the more powerful and universal will
be the descent of the Holy Spirit of new dedication upon them. The more they
strive to teach souls the greater will be their power of santification and attraction.

Today divine powers reinforce the souls who are spreading the Cause of God.
Whoever walks upon this highway i1s confirmed; those who appear now as dried
plants will be changed into fruitful trees. God's blessing will rest upon all who

IT is part of the Divine Wisdom that I should keep silent for a time! All that

enlist in the service.
breathe forth their fragrance!

hand of BAHA'O'LLAH in the orchard of the Kingdom.

They are the flowers of the garden of ABHA—they must
They are the trees planted by the sacred

He hath watered you

with the rivers of His knowledge and hath protected you from winds and storms.
I hope that each one of you may become a tree laden with delicious fruits for

the healing of the nations!

+ In Europe and America.

A GLIMPSE OF ABDUL-BAHA ON MOUNT CARMEIL

By M. M. TloLepacH in The Christian Commonzoealth.

WRITE this by a window that looks across
I an orange garden to the slopes of Mount

Carmel, which rises almost abruptly beyond
the red-roofed houses of the German colony.
The “"Mount of God” 15 but a hill in comparison
with the mughty Alps, wvet how great 18 its
fascination, how beautiful it appears now in the
moonlight! TFrom time immemorial it has heen
the home of the prophets. It i1s here that
AlLdul-Baha dwells today, and the simple
Germans wha left their native land to await

“the second coming” of their Lord upon this
mountain, are his neighbors!
the sound of the sea, for the hlue Mediter-
ranean laps the shores of Carmel, and across
the hav Akka gleams white in the moonlight.
“The greatest Prison” it was calied when
Baua'o'lLan dwelt there, a prisoner in a penal
city. But a blessing surcly rests upon it now,
for the sun seems cver to shine there when the
sea and the sky are grey., The soil upon which
its houses are huilt has heen many times soaked

In my ears is
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in blood., Christian and Saracen massacred one
another there in turn. Many prisoners have
languished there since Napoleon's pride was
humbled by his failure to take “the petty town™
which vet he designated “the keyv to the East”

Since his return from Egvpt, five weeks ago,
Abdul-Baha has more than once wvisited Akka
and remained some time, visiting old friends
who knew him in the days of his imprisonment,
During one of his visits there he sent for the
American Bahais who are making a pilerimage
to the Holv Land, that with him they might
vigit the Tomb of BagaA'o'tiam. Another day
the Persian pilgrims were sent for, of whom a
contingent have now returned to their native
land. They left yesterday, on their long jour-
ney to Hamadan, the old capital of Persia, pro-
ceeding first by train to Damascus, thence to
Aleppo, and from there by carriage and on
horseback, the journev occupying three weeks.
All those who have left are Jews!

[t was my privilege to be present at two fare-
well gatherings given in their honor, which 1

THE WEST

shall never forget. At the first the men assem-
bled at the Tomb of the Bab, which occupies =
commanding position on the slope of Mount
Carmel, and 1s a striking object from my win-
dow soon after dawn, when the ravs of the
rising sun illumine it. The tomb is surrounded
by a garden on a terrace on the mountain side.
and the building has several chambers. In the
largest of these ahout fifty to sixty Bahais were
assembled on the occasion to which T refer—
Jews, Zoroastrians, Mohammedans, and Chris-
tians—to listen.to an address by Abdul-Baha.
While he was speaking tea was served by the
giver of the feast. Then all proceeded to an
inner chamber, which in turn led to the tomb
proper, and here the Tablets were chanted by
one of the pilgrims, a very learned mullah and
great orator. The reverence of the Oriental
Bahais for Abdul-Baha must he witnessed to
he understood. When he came down the moun-
tain side clad i his flowing robe and white
turban, and followed by his disciples from far

and near, the scene was truly Biblical,
Haifa, January 8, 1914,

THE FEAST OF NAUROOZ: MARCH TWENTY-FIRST
THE BAHAI NEW YEAR'S DAY
A talk given by Abdul-Baha, Friday evening, March 21, 1913, at 14 rue Greuze, Paris

Mons. Hippolyte Drevfus-Barney interpreting

AN extremely glad to see vou on this Nau-
l rooz occasion. This day 1s considered holy

by the Persians. From time im-
memorial this day has been consecrated for in
this there is a symbol.

At this moment the sun appears at the merid-
ian and the day and might are equal. Until to-
day the North Pole has been mn darkness.
Today the sun appears on the horizon of the
North Pole. Today the sun rises and sets at
the equator and the two hemispheres are equally
illumined, This sacred day, when the sun
tllumines equally the whole earth, 1s called the
equinox, and the equinox is the symbol of the
Manifestation of God. The Sun of Truth rises
on the horizon of Divine Mercy and sends
forth its ravs. This day is consecrated to com-
memorate it. It 1s the beginming of spring.
When the sun appears at the equinox, it causes
a movement in all living things. The mineral
world 15 set in motion, plants begin to shoot,
the desert is changed into a prairie, trees bud
and every living thing responds, including the
wodies of animals and men.

The rising of the sun at the equinox is the

svmbol of life, and likewise it is the symbol of
the Divine Manifestations of God, for the ris-
ing of the Sun of Truth in the Heaven of Di-
vine Bounty established the signal of Life for
the world. The human reality begins to live,
our thoughts are transformed and our intelli-
cence 1s quickened. The Sun of Truth bestows
Iiternal Life, just as the solar sun is the cause
of terrestrial life,

The dayv of the appearance of God’s Mani-
festations on earth must be a sacred day when
man must commemorate God in prayer and
praise. Among the ancient Persians this day
was looked upon as the holy day of the vear
and on it hospitals and charitable institutions
were founded. Collections for the poor are
made on this day and every effort is put forth
so that it mav not be allowed to pass without
leaving some divine traces. Throughout Persia
one sees the historical traces of this sacred day
by the many good works that have commemo-
rated it.

w0 o8 %

I am spending this New Year's day in Paris.

I hope for considerable results from this fact,
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I hope that a powerful influence may remain
in vour hearts, signs of eternal joy and happi-
ness that will illumine the lights of the King-
dom in this city. May the breezes of the Iloly

Spirit breathe upon you that vour intelligence
may progress and your souls be joyviul in God.
Thus will vou become real and eternal beings,
chining in the Divine Kingdom.

“DO NOT UNLOOSE YOUR TONGUES SAVE FOR CONVEYING
THE MESSAGE!”
From a Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha

OW vou must engage in the service of the

Cause of God with the wtmost firmness,

steadfastness and resolution, and expend
day and night in the promotion of the Religion
of God. Do not unloose your tongues save for
conveying the Message! Do not behold save
the Kingdom of Amma! Wish for no other
companion save the True One. Do ye not de-
sire other associate save turning thy face to-
ward the Supreme Horizon. Do ye not search
for any other delicacy save the Heavenly Food,
and do ve not hope for anv other sweetness
save the love of the Beauty of ABHA.

Praise be to God, that the Standard of Vic-
tory is unfurled over that region, and the fame
of The Covenant has reached the car of every
wise and intelligent person.

Spiritual means are prepared. The Merciful
Table is spread and the Banquet and the Feast

of the Lorp is mexhaustible. Now is the time
of attraction and ecstasy !—so that region may
become wholly illumined and that worthless
dust be changed into fragrant musk.

I declare by the Blessed Perfection [Baraa'o'-
LLAH]—May my life be a sacrifice to His be-
lievers—that if the believers arise to act accord-
ing to the good-pleasure of the DBlessed Per-
fection, the lights will be revealed, the mys-
teries discovered, the veils rent asunder, the
darkness dispelled, the verses of unity chanted,
and the melodies of the spiritual musie of the
Glorious Lorp sung!

SHOW YE AN EFFORT! WORK UN-
CEASINGLY! LABOR DILIGENTLY ;—
so that the FEverlasting Bounty be realized,
Eternal Life be destined, and the nestrils he
perfumed with the Holy Fragrances!

“TRAVEIL AND SPREAD FAR AND WIDE THE
TEACHINGS OF GOD!”

ABDUL-BAHA'S INSTRUCTIONS TO BAHAI TEACHERS

“Thou must live in such a spiritual condition that thy very presence in the
meetings may transform the audiences.”

Words of Abdul-Baha to Mrs. Stannard before her departure for India.

ONSECRATE all thy time to the service

of the Kingdom of God and the propaga-
ton of its principles, Let thine own supreme
concern be the promotion of the Word of God.
Thou wilt ever be surrounded by the invisible
angels of Confirmations and they will always
come tp thy assistance. Whenever thou dost
enter a meceting, raise thy voice and say:

“O ye believers of God! This day is the day
nf your attraction! This day is the day in
iohich you must diffuse the Fragrances of God!
This day is the day that you must unfurl the
Banner of the Kingdom of Arua! This day is
the day of Peace and Concord] This day s
the day of the proclamation of the oneness of
the world of humanity! This day 1s the day
of forgiveness and leniency! This day is the

day of Truth and righteousness! This day 1s
the day of conciliation and beatitude! This day
15 the day of awakening and enkindlement!
Waste not your precious time in faull-finding
and back-biting. Folish the surface of the mir-
rors of your hearts from the dross of human
fratlties. If yon live according to the standard
of other communities, then what difference does
there exist between you and them? Bana’o'irAmn
has summoned vou to such a lofty suwmmit the
very thought of which 1s too dassling a pros-
pect! He has mot chosen you to be satisfied
with wwater and clay!”

Thou must live in such a spiritual condition
that thy wvery presence in the meetings may
Iransform the audiences into the congregations
of the clect and set aglow in their hearts the
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fire of the Love of God. Exalt thy ambition!
Universalize thy ideals! Spread thy wings ol
compassion over all the regions of the globe.
1{f some people come to thee alone complaining
against each other, don't listen to them, don't
let them breathe the faults of others in thy
presence. Tell them: “I have not come here
to engage my time with these things. T am not
a judge. I have come to summon the people to
the Kingdom of Apma, to call vou to unity and
aceord, to raise the dead, make mindful those
who are unaware, awaken those whe are asleep,
hreathe new life into the mouldering bones and
sound the trumpet of resurrection! Triends!
It 1t high time for you to throw away these
tales, these barren stories. God is not pleased
with them, humanity 15 not pleased with them.
Your time is too costly to be expended on these
trifling events. You are made 1n the image and
likeness of God. Your birthright 1s more valu-
able than all the treasures of the empires.

Arise with heart and soul and let not these
golden days slip by without results! This day
is the day .of the splendors of the Sun of
Reality! This day i1s the day of the Lord of
the Kingdom! This day 1s the day of the ful-
fillment of glorious promises! This day is the
day of joy and fragrance!”

Petty bickerings and jealousics make one lose
all the traces of spirituality, ex-communicate a
person from the divine company of the worthy
ones, submerge one in the sea of phantasms,
suffer one to become cold and pessimistic and
throw him headlong into the depths of despair
and hopelessness! You must not listen to any-
one speaking about another; because no sooner
do you listen to one than yvou must listen to
someone clse, and thus the circle will be en-
lareed endlessly. Therefore, say to them: "0
friends! Let us come together, forget all our
sel{-thoughts and be 1n one accord, and cry at
the top of our voices, ‘YVa-Baha-El-Apgal’”

“This Call shall fill the East and the West, and will continue throughout ages
and cycles!”

Extract from a Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha,

T is wverv acceptable and seasonable that

thou hast taken this vovage. The Apostles
of His Holiness Christ were always traveling and
calling the people to the Kingdom of God. Con-
sequently, walk thou in their footsteps. Travel
thou to every country and under all circum-
stances .raise the Call of the Kingdom of God.
Mankind, like unto children, are satisfied with
water and clay, and love to play with their

“The Progress of the Cause depends

plav-things. Their ambitions are very inferior.
Praise be to God! that thou hast a lofty ambi-
tion ; therefore arise in calling the people to the
Kingdom of God.

This Cal! shall fill the Fast and the West,
and will continue throughout all ages and cycles.
It is endless. That is why in this day, the wise
and perceiving souls exalt the ideal and engage
in heralding the Kingdom of God!”

upon the Energy and Wisdom of the

Teachers.”

Words of Abdul-Baha to Mirza-Ali-Akbar on the eve of the latter’s deéparture for
Constantinople.

HOU hast been with me for a long time,

and I have grown to love thee verv much.
When I love people I do not tell them to their
faces. You know how much I love Mirza-
Abul-Fazl and IHaji-Mirza-Ieydar-Ali, but 1
have seldom told them to their faces. I am
sending thee away. Thou art not alone. The
hosts of the Supreme Concourse are with thee.
They will assist thee and reinforce thee under
all conditions. Doctors tell me I must com-
pletely rest. When I hear good news
from the believers, then my health is improved.
Now if thou longest to see me in good condi-
tion, go away and serve the Cause and instruct
the souls. The news of thy spiritual conquest
will make me well. Wherever thou goest, an-

nounce the wonderful Bahai greeting to the
teachers of the Cause, and tell them on my
behalf :

“The responsibility of the steady progress of
the Cause depends wupon you! You are the
physicians of the sick body of the world of
humanity! You must not stay anywhere for a
long time. Travel ve from land to land like
the Apostles of Christ, and carrv with vou the
glad-tidings of the kingdom of Anua to the
remotest corners of the earth!

“Why are ve silent? SHQUT! Why are
ye sitting? MOV'E! Why are ye quiet? STIR!
This is not the dav of rest and comfort, Travel
ve constantly, and spread far and wide the
Teachings of (God! Like unto the stars arise
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ve every day from a horizon. Like unto the
nightingales, sing every day from a different
rose-bush. Like unto the breeze: waft every
morning from a garden. Do not stay a long
time anywhere,

“Let the world profit by your teachings and
learn from vour examples! My health consists
in the progress of the Cause, and the progress
of the Cause depends uwpon (he energy and
wisdom 8f the teachers!”

“Speak with Moderation”

Abdul-Baha's instructions to Mr, Charles Mason Remey on the eve of the latter's
departure for Europe.

HROUGIT whichever country thou goest,
speak thou with moderation. Call the
people to the oneness of the world of hu-
manity; the dawn of the Sun of Reality
from the horizon of Persia: the servitude of

Abdul-Baha, and then explain the Cenfership
of The Covenant—and no more. Speak
in accordance with that which I used to speak
in the meetings, i. e, speak with mederation.”

(Signed) Appur-Bana Anpas,

“WORKING IN THIS MANNER SHALL BEAR FRUIT”

Extract from a Tablet to the Persian Bahais, revealed by Abdul-Baha,

ONSIDER how Abdul-Baha forgot all thougnts and mentions and turned his face
towards the countries and empires, cities and villages, mountains and deserts of
the West. Day and night he was engaged i teaching the Cause and conveving the
Message. The principle upon which his trip [throughout Europe and America] was

directed was this verse:

“O God! Make all my ideals and thoughts One Ideal and One Thought, and
suffer me to attain to an eternal, unchangeable condition in Thy Service!"

He sought no rest, neither did he breathe one breath of comfort, Notwithstanding
the weakness of constitution, the infirmity of the body and the nervous fever, every
night I was in a city, and each day among a community. Although at times [ could not
speak one word before large audiences, T delivered lengthy addresses, [Working in this

manner shall bear fruit,

“BE IN THE UTMOST OF LOVE AND AFFECTION
WITH ALL MANKIND!”

Abdul-Baha’s Exhortation to the Bahais just before his departure from Ameriea, delivered at
780 West End Avenue, New York eity, December 2, 1912,

Ish'te’a'l Ebn-Kalanter, interpreter; stenographic notes by Miss Edna McKinney.

HESE dayvs are the days of my farewell
T to vou, because on the fifth day of the
month I am sailing, so these constitute the
latter days of my stav amongst vou, Wherever
| went in this country I returned always to
New York city, I have, therefore, been in New
York four or five times, and now I am going
away from liere to the Orient, 1t is difficult
for me to return here again, except if it be the
will of God. T must therefore give unto you
my instructions and exhortations today, and
those exhortations are no other than the teach-
ings of Bama'o'LLan,
The first amongst those exhortations is that
ve must all be in the utmost of love and affec-
tion with all mankind. You must not exalt

vourselves above others, you must consider all
as equal unto yourselves, recognize them all
as the servants of one God, and you must know
that God is compassionate towards all, vou
must love all from the utmost depth of your
hearts, you must prefer all religionists, vou
must love all the races, and vou must be kind
towards the people of all pationalites. You
shall by no manner of means prefer yourselves
before others. You must by no means speak
humiliatingly of any other nationality, you must
praise all. No soul amongst you must pollute
his tongue by speaking evil of any other. Each
amongst you must praise the other, You must
even praise cach nation. You must praise all
the individuals amongst mankind. You must

[ Continued on page 10]
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.,
O thou Star of the West! HE IS Gop!

Be thou happy! Be thou happy!
become the Star of the East and Ill"l

Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt
! i 3 alt spread in every country and clime.
Bahais which is organized in the country of America,

Thou art the first paper of the

Although for the present thy subscribers are limited,

thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand untshakable, become the object of the attention
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy

arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and

fame will be raised and become world-wide—and at last

thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity., Yet all these depend upon firmness, firmness,

Armmness!

(Signed) Appur-Bama Apsas.

Vol. V

Baha' 1, 70 (March 21, 1914)

No. 1

-
————————

CORRECTION:

“The meaning of the wriler of the letter
published in the Star or TR West, No 17,
Vor. TV, was not that one thousand Jews have
just accepted this Revelation. She wished to
convey the idea that for the last few years

about one thousand Jews have, little by little,
accepted this Cause in Teheran and its vicinity.
She writes this statement to be published in
the Star oF THE WEST in order to remove this

misunderstanding,
(Signed) Crara B, Wisg"”

ALLAHO'ABHA!

NAUROOZ GREETING

This is the seventicth yvear of the Millemum,

If the seventieth year of the Christian era
was a prototype of this vear of the Bahai era,
it 15 a vear fraught with significance. In that
vear was fulfilled what Christ foretold of
Jerusalem. See St. Matt. xxiwv:2, The city
was destroyed, the people scattered, the Tem-
ple was consumed by fire, and not one stone
was left upon another—significant, no doubt,
of the culmination of the old order of things,

We feel that there is a parallel between the
two cras because of the conditions confronting
the people of the world today. If so, man-
kind will be swept by conflicting emotions and
tend to go to extremes.

In the midst of such crucial conditions the
Bahais are called upon to proclaim the glad-
tidings of the Kingdom come on earth, and to
manifest the characteristics of the people of
the Most Great Peace.

The Center of The Covenant, Abdul-Baha,

is calling souls to travel and spread The Mes-
sage of the Kingdom far and wide.

It is the spirit of the hour.

He has said that if there were a more im-
portant work than this to be done, he would
be doing it.

But he also states that the progress of the
Cause depends upon the wisdom as well as
the encrgy and enthusiasm of the teachers;
that they should speak with moderation, and
follow the method of procedure he employed
while in America, namely:

1. Speak with moderation.

2. (Call the people to the oneness of the
world of humanity.

3. Announce the appearance of the Sun of
Truth (The “Word of God” manifest
in the flesh) from the horizon of
Persia.

Mention the servitude of Abdul-Baha.

Then explain the Centership of The
Covenant.

Lo o
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The Star oF THE West will alsn‘ endeavor
to follow this procedure, and publish in its
columns, articles, news, Tablets, etc., “which
may be the means of attracting the hearts
of the seckers and conducive to the happi-
ness of the hearts of the friends;: also that its

Cause of BAHA'O'LLAH i5 for the whole world
and not for one section to the exclusion of
another. It is all-inclusive, and all the peoples
of the world shall taste “this sweet Water
which is descending in torrents upon all parls
of the globe!” —The Editors.

listeners.

F a soul calls the people to the Kingdom
of God according to the Teachings of
BAHA'O'LLAH, there will be many

First, one must teach by deeds; then

speak the word! One must become thirsty;
then the salubrious Water be offered. No

matter how delicious the Water 1s, one who

Therefore,
make ye an effort, so that the people may

is not thirsty will not enjoy 1it.

become thirsty; then cause them to quaff

from the Divine Chalice.

Extract from Tablet revealed by
—ABDUL-BAHA

contents may correspond with the facts (reali-
ty)."

It is hoped that during this year the Bahais
will, with one voice and one ultimate purpose,
make an extraordinary endeavor in proclaim-
ing The Message and teaching new souls, The

OUR PERSIAN SECTION, this issue, con-
tains: (1) Address delivered by Abdul-Baha
at Leland Stanford University, San Irancisco,
California; (2) Utterances regarding Mirza
Abul-Fazl; (3) Words of Bana'o'tLam; (4)
the Feast of Naurooz; (5) the fifth vear of
the STAR oF THE WESsT.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANNUAL CONVENTION

To the Bahai Assemblies of Amerieca:
Greetings in the Cause of God!

Dear brothers and sisters:—In accordance
with the provision of Article 6 of the Con-
stitution of Bahai Temple Unity, the Executive
Board of the Unity announces that the Annual
Convention of the Unity will be held in the
City of Chicago, April 25th to April 28th,
1914, inclusive.

The Chicago Assembly most cordially invites
the delegates and wisiting friends to be pres-
ent at the Feast of Rizwan to be held Satur-
day evening, April 25th, and to the Sunday
meeting of the Assembly to be held April 26th,
1914, in the Masonic Temple, corner Randolph
and State streets. The Reception Committec
will confer with all delegates and friends on
arrangements,

The first business session of the Convention
will be held at 10 a. m., April 27th, in accord-

ance with Article 4 of the Constitution. You
are asked to elect your delegate and to entrust
him or her with full power to represent your
Assembly in all matters that may come before
the Convention for its consideration. You arc
turther urgently requested to elect yvour dele-
gate and report through vour Secretary his or
her due election and name to the Secretarv ol
this Board, Bernard M. Jacobsen, 556 Howland
Ave.,, Kenosha, Wis., before the 20th day of
Apnil, 1914, in order that the comfort of wisit-
ing delegates and friends may be provided for,

Hoping vou will all endeavor to make this
the Banner Convention, with Bahai greclings

to all,
We are your servants,

FxecuTtive Boarp oF Bamarl Temre UnNity,
Bernard M. Jacobsen, Secretary.

March 14, 1914

NE day, when Abdul-Baka was very tired, he said to several young Bahais

who came to see him:
its fruits.

“My work 15 done,
1 have set a fire in the world. Your duty 15 (o add to its Namec.

The tree of my life has yielded

My sons, it is now your turn. The members of my bodily constitution are well-
nigh disintegrated, You are young, and your blood is pure; vour intelligence is
keen, You can bear the difficulties of this life. I would like to remain silent for
some time, and listen to the incoming news of those who are endeavoring to spread the
Fragrances of God. How far shall they succeed? How will they promote the Word
of God? How will they raise the melodies and sing the songs of ‘Va-Baha-El-ApHAl'?
Assuredly the Blessed Perfection is with such souls. They shall see with their own
eyes the Confirmations of Bama'o'Lram; just as 1 saw them when addressing large
gatherings in churches and temples. T saw them hovering like the birds of paradise!”

—From the Diary of Mirza Ahmad Schrab, December 11, 1913,

“*BE IN THE UTMOST OF LOVE AND AFFECTION WITH ALL MANKIND!'™
[Cuntinued from page 7]

even recognize as friends your enemies, vou
must consider yvour evil wishers as your well
wishers. You must not see evil as evil and
then compromise, for so to compromise with or
treat in a smooth way the one upon whom vou
look as an enemy is hypoerisy; this is not al-
lowable. You must consider vour enemies as
vour friends, and your evil wishers as your well
wishers, and then treat them accordingly. You
must act in such a way that your heart may be
free from hatred towards anvone, your heart
must not be offended with anvone, If anyone
commits an error and a wrong towards you,
vou must instantly forgive him. You must
not complain of anyone., You must not repri-
mand anyone, and if you give anyone admoni-
tion or advice let vour advice be offered in such
a way as not to be found heavy to the hearer.

Let all your thoughts be turned toward the
rejoicing of hearts. Beware! DBeware! Lest
vou offend any heart, Lach one amongst you
must, as much as is possible for him or for her,
assist the world of humanily, be the cause of
bringing =olace to ecach sad one, assist every
weak one, be helpiul to every indigent one,
be a caretaker of every sick one, be the cause
of glory to every humble one, be the cause of
shelter to every onc assailed with fear.

In brief, let each one amongst you be like
unto a lamp shining forth with the hight
of the virtues of the world of humanity. Let
each amongst yvou be trustworthy, be sincere,
affectionate, chaste—be full of chastity. Let
each one amongst vou be illumined, be spiritual,
be divine, be glorious, be of God, and be a
Bahai!
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HE EVERLASTING GLORY
of the Inends, and the heavenly sub-

limity of the believers, is fo teach the Cause

of GOD, to spread the Fragrances of GOD,
and to Promote the Word of GOD!

| hope you may become assisted and
confirmed therein. Then you will become
a member of the congregation of the elect

and a light in the Divine Assemblage.

Extract from Tablet revealed by

—ABDUL-BAHA

See Book of Daniel, chapt. 12, verse 2
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STAR OF THE WEST

“We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations; that all nations shall become one in
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened;
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes,
these rulnous wars shall pass away, and the "Most Great Peace’ shall come.""—BaRA'0'LLAH.

Vol. V Jalal 1, 70 (April 9, 1914) No. 2

“ONCE THE PRINCIPLES OF THE BAHAI MOVEMENT ARE KNOWN
IN INDIA, IT WILL SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE!"

Extracts from the Diary of Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, dated Mount Carmel, January, 1914,

N INDIAN Mohammedan Prince, who is traveling in the Holv Land with a retinue
A of servants, called this afternocon on Abdul-Baha. He was accompanied by the English

Consul. He asked many questions, to all of which Abdul-Baha gave satisfactory
answers, He spoke. with him in detail on the oneness of the world of humanity and the
fundamental unity of all the religions. He had heard of the Movement in India, and there-
fore was delighted to come to the source and see “the Man who has freed humanity from
dead dogmas and spiritless doctrines.” He stayed for more than an hour, and when he left
he carried with him the blessing of the spiritual contact, and was imbued with His love of
mankind.

In the course of conversation, this Indian Prince invited Abdul-Baha to wvisit that sect-
beridden country and diffuse far and wide the fragrances of the teachings of universal Jove
and fellowship. “India needs these principles of tolerance and liberalismm more than any other
country in the world. That thickly populated kingdom is a hot-bed of religious prejudices.
The sphere of their thoughts is very contracted, and although there are some acute thinkers
and practical reformers in their midst, the mass of the commumity frown at any suggestions
or rules which change in the slightest degree their mode of living. The weight of immemorial
customs has fallen on their necks like the rusty chains of ages, and while the corroding
marks are imprinted on their emaciated bodies, they hug the chains more closely. In order
to gain the freedom of their limbs and the suppleness of their bodies, they must throw away
these chains of superstitions and dogmas and fratermize cheerfully and joyfully with all the
nations of the earth, irrespective of religion and race.”

% R ¥ K ¥ % *

After a silence, Abdul-Baha said: “The cohorts of the Kingdom of ABHA are engaged
in uninterrupted conquest. They are gaining victory after victory. God willing, Mrs,
Stannard shall win many signal triumphs in India. Omnce the Principles of the Bahai
Movement are known in India, it will spread all over that country like wildfire, . . . .,
: Mrs. Stannard has dedicated her life to the Cause. She knows neither rest
nor comfort. She dees not sit tranquilly for one moment. Although she has a steady in-
come, vet out of that she gives to the poor and lhe needy. She entertains no other idea
cave the service of the Kingdom and the promotion of the Cause. She is assisted by the
Confirmations of God. There are certain persons whose ambitions are lofty. They are not
satisfied with petty services and small things. They do not soil their wings with water and
clay. Their highest aim is to adorn their inmner beings with the infinite perfections of the
celestial world. Thus the most cherished desire of Mrs, Stannard is to spend the remaining
vears of her life in the spread of the Cause and service to humanity.”

INDIA
The entire area of India is about one-third It is said that eight hundred thousand persons
the size of Europe. die every month in India.

The total population exceeds 300,000,000, In There are 147 distinct languages in use mn
India four times the population of the United India,
States live in a territory only half as large. There are over 2,300 castes and tribes and
Of every five persons in the world one lives  50,000,(KX) are classified as outcasts.
in the Indian empire. Nine-tenths of the population hve in villages.
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There are only twenty-nine cities with 100,000
population or more, and only 2 per cent of the
population live in these cities,

One hundred and ninety-one millions of the
population are supported by agriculture, India
15 the largest exporter of rice in the world.
Her system of irrigation is first in the world,

THE WEST

India’s trade has developed during the last
half century from $300,000,000 to over $I,-
40:0.000,000.

There are 32,000 miles of railroad in op-
eration carrying 330000000 passengers an-
nually at five miles for 1 cent; also there are
72,000 miles of telegraph lines.

“INDIA NEEDS THESE PRINCIPLES OF TOLERATION AND
LIBERALISM”

Extl:ants from an Address delivered by Abdul-Baha in New York city, December 2, 1912,
[ The complete Address was published In the STa®R oF THE WEST, No. 15, Vol. IV ]

LL the teachings which have been given
during the past dispensations are to be
found in the Revelation of BAHA'O'LLAH ;

but 1in addition to those, this Revelation has
certain new teachings which are not found in
any of the religious books of the past.

I shall now refer to some of the new teach-
ings given by Bama'o’tLan: as for the rest of
them you may obtain them from the Tablets
and Books* written by BAHA'O'LLAH :(—

Oneness of the World of Humanity

The Oneness of the world of humanity is
one of the teachings of BanHa'o'LLam, for
BaHA'O'LLAE addresses Himself to the world
of men, saying, “Ye are all leaves of one tree
and the fruits of one arbor.” That is, the
world of existence 18 no other than one tree,
and the nations or peoples are like unto the
different branches or limbs thereof, and human
individuals are similar to the fruits and blos-
soms thereof. Thus, BAaRA'0'LLAH presented
the Oneness of the world of humanity, while
in all past religious Books and Epistles, the
world of humanity has been divided into two
parts ; one called the people of the Book, or the
Pure Tree, and the other, the Evil Tree. One-
half of the people of the world were looked
upon as belonging to the faithful, and the other
half as belonging to the irreligious and the infi-
del; one-half of the people were consigned to
the mercy of their Creator, and the other half
were considered as objects of the wrath of their
Maker. But His Holiness, BAHA'O'LLAH, pro-
claimed the Oneness of the world of humanity,
and this teaching is specialized to the teachings
of Bana’o’'LLan, for He submerged all mankind
in the Sea of Divine Generosity. At most
some of the people are asleep, they need to be
awakened; some of them are ill, they need to
be healed; some are children, they need to be

% Bee Tablets and Books entitled: "Hidden Words,"
Tablet of (Glad-Tidings” "Words of Paradise' ""Tahlet
of Tajalliat,” ' Kitab-el-Akdas," etc,

traimed. In a word: this teaching is a special
one of the teachings of BAwA'0'LLAH,

Independent Investigation of Truth

As to the second teaching which is a new
one given by Bapa'o'tLan, it is the injunction
to investigate T'ruth,—that is, no man should
follow Dblindly his ancestors and forefathers,
Nay, each must see with his own eyes, hear
with his own ears, and investigate Truth in
order that he may find the Truth:—whereas
the religion of forefathers and ancestors is
hased upon blind imitation, while man should
myestigate the Truth. This again is one of
the teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH.

The Foundation of all Religions is One

The third teaching of Bana'v'LLan, which is
new for this Day, 1s that the foundation of all
the Religions of God is One, and that Oneness
is the Truth, and the Truth 1s but One, and it
cannot be made plural. This teaching is again
special to BAama'o'LLam,

Religion must be the Cause of Unity

The fourth teaching of Bara'ortLan, which
is special for this Day, is that religion must
be the cause of unity, harmonv and accord
amongst men. If religion be the cause of in-
harmony, or leads to separating men one from
the other, and creates conflict amongst them,
then irreligion i1s better than that religion.
This again is likewise one of the teachings of
BAHAO'LLAH.

Religion must be in accord with
Science and Reason

The fifth teaching of Bana'o'riam, which
is new for this Day, 1s that religion must be
in accord with science and reason, If re-
ligion is not in conformity with science and
reason, then it is superstition. This is one of
the teachings of Bamao'tnaun. Down to the
present day it has been customary for man to
accept a thing because 1t was talled religion,
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cven though it were not in accord with judg-
ment or human reason.

Equality between Men and Women

The sixth new teaching of BAHAO'LLAH is
the equality between men and women, This is
peculiar to the teachings of Bana'o'LLan, for
all other religions placed men ahove women,

Prejudice of all kinds must be forgotten

The seventh of the teachings of Bana'o'LLAH,
which is new for this Day, is that prejudice
and fanaticism, whether religious, sectarian,
sectional, denominational or patriotic,—are de-
structive of the foundation of the human solid-
arity, 5o that man should release himself from
such bonds in order that the Oneness of the
world of humanity might become manifest.

Universal Peace

The eighth of His teachings is Universal
Peace; that all men and nations shall make
peace amongst them; that there shall be Uni-
versal Peace amongst governments, Universal
Peace amongst religions, Universal Peace
amongst races, Universal Peace amongst the
denizens of all regions. This is one of the
special characteristics of the Revelation of
Bawma'o'LLan,

All Mankind should partake of Knowledge
and Education

The ninth of these special teachings is that
all mankind should partake of both knowledge
and education, and this partaking of knowl-
edge and of education is one of the necessities
of religion, This again is one of the special
characteristics of the teachings of Bana'o'-
LLAH.

Solution of the Economic Problem

The tenth teaching is the solution of the
economic question. For no religious books of
the past Prophets speak of the economic ques-
tion, while the economic problem has heen

thoroughly solved in the teachings of Bana'o'-
LLAH.

Organization of The House of Justice

The eleventh teaching is the organization
called The House of Justice, which is endowed
with a political as well as a religious aspect. It
embodies both aspects, and it is protected by
the Preserving Power of BanA'0'iran Him-
self. A Universal or World House of Justice
shall be organized. That which it orders shall
be the Truth in explaining the Commands of
Bama'o'tLad, and that which the House of
Justice ordains concerning the Commands of
BaraovrLan shall be obeyed by all. But that
will be the House of Justice organized from
amongst the members of the Houses of Justice
of the whale world, and all men shall be under
the supervision of that House of Justice.

The Center of the Covenant

As to the most Great Characteristic,—and it
1s a specific teaching of the Revelation of
Bawa'o'tLan and not given by any of the
Prophets of the past,—it is the teaching con-
cerning The Center of The Covenant. By
giving the teaching concerning The Centre of
The Covenant e made provision against all
kinds of differences, so that no man should be
able to create a new sect. To guard against
that state of thing, He entered into a Cov-
enant with all the people of the world, indi-
cating the Person or the Interpreter of His
teachings, so that no man should he able to say
that he explains a certain teaching in this way,
and thus create a sect revolving around his
individual understanding of a part of the teach-
ings. Thus the “Book of the Covenant” and
the Testament of BAHA'0'LLAW s the means of
preventing such a possibility,

In short, the teachings of BaHa'o’'LLaH are
many. Were I to speak to you concerning them
until morning they would not be exhausted. 1
have outhned to you some of them. You can
read the rest in the Books of BarA’o'LLan.

THE WORK IN INDIA

ger at the Theosophical Society hall in
Surat, on the 22nd of January, on “Purity
and Divinity,” and on the 19th, she met some
important personage and had a lengthy inter-
view with him, and he was very much attracted
to the Cause. Dr. and Mrs. Getsinger left
Surat on the 24th.
In Bombay they were kept busy meeting
people of various creeds, in addition to the

ﬁ LECTURE was delivered by Mrs. Getsin-

public lectures delivered. On the 24th, Mrs,
Getsinger spoke for an hour in the Pratana
Mandir hall on, “The Bahii Movement—Its
Rise and Progress.” Mrs. Stannard followed
and spoke for ten minutes.

On January 28th, Dr, Getsinger spoke to
the students of the Theistic Society here, on
“The Uplift of Humanity.”

On February 1st, Mrs. Getsinger spoke in
the Babai hall on “The Universal Aspect of
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the Bahai Movement;” on February 4th, she
addressed the students of the Theistic Society
on “Individual Spiritual Progress,” and on
the 6th, she spoke in the Theosophical hall,
on the “Messengers of God.”

On the 7th of February, Mrs. Stannard
spoke in the same hall on “The Mission of
Religions.”

On the 8th, Mrs. Getsinger went to the
Ideal Seminary boys’ school, distributed prizes
to the students and spoke on “Service as an
Act of Worship.”

Mrs. Stannard left Bombay on the 10th for
Madras, There she spent about five days,
Through the Editor of The New Reformer,
D. Gopaul Chetty, she was invited by the The-
istic Society of Madras and the next day she
delivered a lecture before the Bramo-Somajis
in their hall.

Later, Mrs. Stannard went to Calcutta to
invite the people to'the blessed Table of ApHA.

N, R Valkil

[The Theistic Conference of 1913, was held in Karachi, India, December 25th to the

28th, inclusive.

Mrs. J. Stannard represented the Bahidi Movement.
is reprinted from The Sind Gazette, India, issue of December 30th.

The following article
It was reproduced in

the February issue of The New Reformer, Madras, India—THEe Eprtors.]

WHAT THE BAHAI SAYS TO THE THEIST

Mrs. Stannard at the Karachi Conference—An Interesting Exposition,
From a Correspondent.

T the meeting in Karachi of the All-India
Theistic Conference—the object of which
was to assemble representatives of all

creeds whose basis 15 belief in God, with the
object of promoting inter-religious union and
amity—an address was delivered by Mrs, Stan-
nard, the Bahai teacher now touring India,
as follows:—

“Personally, T stand for one of the greatest
Movements towards unmity in spirit and deed
that history presents in our day under the
name of religion. I allude to the great Per-
sian reformation called the Bahidi Movement.
The founder or revealer of its teachings, born
in the dawning years of the 19th century,
ushered in the spiritual renascence of his most
downfallen country and promulgated ethics
that stand today a movement of love and wis-
dom for the universal good.

“Iis message is spreading rapidly over great
areas of land in the Middle East, the Russian
borderland, Europe and America.

“The great liberal speech delivered by your
venerable President, Dr. Sunderland, was a
special pleasure for the hearing of Bahii souls,
for we listened to the perfect expressions of
these Bahai ideals and beliefs grandly echoed
by a far Western brother, Today wherever
Bahiis are found able to meet adherents to
the principles enunciated by vour movement,
rest assured of the joyful hand-clasp, the
glad greeting which only attuned minds can
give to one another. Today those who work
for the unification of races and religions are
the guardians of Truth and Peace. Our plat-

form is your platform, vour ideals ovurs. In
standing for union and brotherhood we stand
for the greatest force in the world, the ir-
resistible one of love.

Living in a wonderful era in the world’s
history, we witness the early developments of
a new and holy dispensation. Another and
higher step in the great spiral of evolution has
been entered upon and we are on the thresh-
old of great and glorious human possibilities.
Consciousness is being quickened by a truer
sense of man's duty to man. The Sun of
Truth is piercing through the veils of ignorance
and bigotry, and those of us who stand free
to express the light within, are almost dazzled
by the splendor of what we know must come
to advance humanity. Already we feel the
heat of the great fire that brotherly love shall
ultimately kindle in every clime—and 1 fer
one am sure the future is radiant with joy
and hope,.

“While touching now this happy string I am
unable to forget the great ones of the past, the
noble army of pioneers in every land and race,
often martyrs to great causes! Those leaders
towards the higher freedom who prepared
the way we now tread in this great tolerant
time! All hail! to those unconquerable souls!
All hail to those brave ones who sacrificed all
for truth and righteousness,

“To them was the burden and heat of the
day; to us the softer pastures and time of
fruitage! Let us now offer them the incense
of remembrance.

“Perhaps Bahiis are especially qualified to
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utter a word of gratitude for such souls since
most of us know something of the desperate
and tragic circumstances from which this great
Persian message of Love and Unmity emerged.
Not since the days of early religious persecu-
tions have we a parallel to the awful cruelties
to which these Persian Theists were subjected.
Appalled, we learn again of man's inhumanity
to man. Appalled and awed we have to know that
over 20,000 is the roll call of souls crushed
and tortured out of existence in Persia. And
why, we may ask? Because they preached
and prﬂtﬁffd_ exactly what you here in this
hall are saying and thinking today unmolested.
They died for daring to raise a voice in the
interests of liberal religion, for daring to raise
the standard of progress and unity. God's
noble army of pioneers helonging to that an-
cient Indo-Iranian race, Babis, or Bahais, per-
ished for the ideals of truth and religions re-
form. Surely will the eternal Word raise up
to their glory and self sacrifice an indestructi-
ble monument of love, one which the future
races shall acclaim with reverence wherever
history shall mention the term Bahii. ‘They
were the friends of God and their death hath
not been in vain,' may be the inscription,
“One point more of high importance 1 should
crave permission to touch upon before 1 con-
clude, viz., the question of woman's advance in
our future schemes of progress and unity.
Here again can Persian womanhood show that
our eastern sisters were equal in every respect
to their men when stupendous calls of duty
and courage were made. Acts of unparalleled
heroism were manifested on the part of wives,
sisters, mothers in the Bahai cause. Rightly,

has this new dispensation been designated as
the dawn of the woman's era and while in the
West she is struggling for economic and con-
stitutional rights, in the East her claims to
advance are of the more spiritual order,

“The greatest woman of her day (and ours)
was the martyred poetess and philosopher of
Persia, Kuratul'Ain, follower of the Ban and
co-worker to usher in His gospel.

“She has been frequently styled the ‘Joan
of Arc’ of Persia. Before meeting with a
barbarous death at the hands of the ill-
wishers, she braved calumny and family ruin in
her stand for equal privileges in religious in-
struction for her sex, and in the emancipation
of their lives from the legalized slavery of
their position. Her determination to speak
upon deep religious thenmies to hearers of the
opposite sex (doctors in theology) brought her,
like her sister in earlier Greek times, the won-
derful Hypatia, to a savage end. Let the glo-
rious fame of such heroines enable us to re-
alize that the woman too may rise to unex-
pected heights and she should be helped to
utilize her own particular powers for the bene-
fit of the social life. To keep the future moth-
ers of the race in ignorance, ineptitude or big-
otry 15 to stultify and rob man of half his
forces for good.

“In these days girl children should receive
as much educative attention as boys so that
the mind of the mother may be able to help
and not hamper the growing minds of her
children. This problem of raising the standard
of female education on practical lines in the

East 1s one for you here to think out and act
upon.”

[Editorial in The Sind Gaszette, December 24, 1913.]
A rather remarkable visitor to Karachi—far more remarkable than any of the Congress

and Conference dignitaries—is Mrs. Stannard, the Bahdi missionary.

This gifted lady, who

has studied all the religions of the world, and all the philosophies, and has come to the con-
clusion, not that they are all wrong, but that they are all right, has a new gospel to preach—
not her own, but that of her Master, Abdul-Baha, the head of the Bahii religious movement,

[From The Bombay Chronicle, February 7, 1914.]
TENETS OF BAHAISM

[.ectures in Bombay.

WO more lectures on the teachings and
principles of the Bahai Movement were
delivered recently at the Persian Hall in
Forbes Street, by Mrs. Stannard and Mrs,
Getsinger. Elucidations upon the tenets of
the faith as these touch the religious and hu-
manitarian standpoint may be summarized as

declaring the essential unity of all religions
and the oneness of humanity. Religious, and
social unrest generally went together, declared
one of the speakers, and so the social teachings
laid down by Bama'o'Lam, the founder, re-
veal the rare genius of combining social ethics
with religious law.

| Continued on page 26]
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.

O thow Star of the West!
De thou happy! Be thou happy!
become the Star of the East and Eli'l'l

HE 15 Gop! i
Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere Tong, thou shalt
alt spread in every country and clime.
Bahais which is organized in the country of America.

Thou art the first paper of the

Although for the present thy subscribers are limited,

thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unchakable, become the object of the attention
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the

future th
arena wi!l become vast and spacious and

firmness!

thy wvoice and :
thou sh~lt become the first paper of the world of humanity.

subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy
fame will be raised and

ome world-wide—and at last
Yet all these derend upon firmness, firmness,
(Signed) Appur-Bama ABBAS.

Vol. V

Jalal 1, 70 (April 9, 1914)

No. 2

PROGRAM OF ANNUAL CONVENTION: CHICAGO, APRIL 25th-28th

“In Eshkabad, the believers of God made the erection of the Temple conducive to affinity

and unity. so that i1t really became the cause of oneness of the Word.

Ye, also, make the

erection of the Temple in America conducive to the unity and oneness of the believers—of
the maid-servants and servants of the Merciful—so that with one thought and one aim they
engage themselves i the huilding of the Temple”

Extract from Tablet revealed by Abdul-Baha.

SATURDAY, APrin 25

Headquarters—Great Northern Hotel, Dearhorn
and Jackson Streets, from 9 a. m, to 6. p. m.

Luncheon for active and honorary members of
the Executive Board of Bahidi Temple Unity,
at the home of Mrs. Corinne Truoe. 5338 Ken-
more Avenue, at 12 o'clock: followed by a
Reception from 4 to 6 p. m., to delegates,
visiting friends and the Chicaro Bahai As-
sembly.

Feast of El-Rizwan, in the “Noontide Club,"”
corner of Michigan and 12th Street, second
floor, at 8 p. m.

SUNDAY, AprriL 26

Morning—An opportunity for the friends to
visit the Mashrak-el-Azkar grounds, 11 a. m.

Afternoon—A public sacred service, held in St
John's Hall, Masonic Temple at 3 p. m.

Monpay, APriL 27

Sessions of the Convention of the Bahii Tem-
ple Unity, held morning and afternoon, in
Corinthian hall, Masonic Temple.

Public Meeting—Assembly hall, Northwestern
University building, southeast corner Lake
antl Dearborn streets, second floor, at 8 p. m,

Turspay, Arrin 28

Sessions of the Convention held morning and
afternoon, in Corinthian hall, Masonic Tem-
ple,

Public Meeting—Assembly hall, Northwestern
University building 8 p. m.

“THE NEW REFORMER”

A letter from N. K. Vakil, of India, states
that D. Gopaul Chetty, the editor of The New
Reformer, published in Madras, has helped
the Cause greatly through publishing articles
on the Revelation, It has heen suggested that
a few friends in different parts, who can afford
to do so, subscribe for the magazme, The

subscription 15 about two dollars per year.

QOUR PERSIAN SECTION this 1ssue con-
tains: Talk hy Abdul-Baha for a London pub-
lication; (2) Tahlet to Sheikh Mohei-el-Din;
(3) Address by Sheikh Mohei-el-Din; (4)
Poectic record of the death of Mirza Abul-Fazl:
{5) Significance of Religion; (6) Science and
Character: (7) War and Peace,
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“THOU SHALT UNFURL THE STANDARD OF SPIRITUALITY
IN THE HEAVENLY UNIVERSE!”

T IS several months since the New York
I Assembly was offered an audience room in

the Parish House of St. Mark's Episco-
pal church, this city, for Sunday afternoon
meetings, with the entire freedom of the plat-
form, limited only to constructive methods.

The Center of the Covenant, His Holiness,
Abdul-Bahi, was cahled to for counsel, and

his cabled reply was: “Accept invitation,
Church Episcopal. Hold Sunday afternoon
meetings.” An immediate acceptance of this

invitation followed,

Beautiful meetings are now held there every
Sunday afternoon.

Following 1s a Tablet recently received by
our brother Mr, Kinney, through whom this
invitation was most unexpectedly tendered. to

world of humanity and be ordained as the
high priest of the Church of the Kingdom.
All the ministers will be submerged under one
of those periodic waves of the earth, leaving
behind no name and no trace, but thou shalt
unfurl the standard of spirituality in the heav-
enly universe nf Heaven, extolling and magni-
fving the Lord of mankind with the music of
the Kingdom. Thank thou God that thou hast
attammed to this most great Bestowal.

In short, O thou my Mr. Kinney, O thou
my spiritual child! Whatever . :
deems advisable concur with him and put in
practice, and occupy vour time with the dif-
fusion of the Fragrances of God. Announce
the utmost kindness to thy respected wife and
all the friends.

CONGREGATION OF THE SPIRIT

HE W THE GLORY OF THI SOET @LO®EG0E =

EvEay SUHDAY AFTEmMooN &7 HALFrasT Torce O°CLOCH

THE LOMD IS, THEAD i LibfRdy BUT we sLL, WITH DPEN FACT
BEHDLOINE A8 1M & GLaks ¥ai guory OF TeE LOoORD. &R0
CHANGED IWTO TeE Sami jMage reOoE G ONY TO GLOAT. CVED
A% BY THE £MifT OF TeE woRD.—1 Coan Wl T8

WEALED | AND HID. THAT BHALL MOT BE Wb <Mar X I8

BAJEETY. THROUEH THi ToRmduUs oF FOWES AWD STEEMGTH
iHONM THE PREOPSHETE OF THE map® soompiu Waaps:

5T- MARK'S IN-THE-BOUWERIE

TraTe ETROET smi Ficous dsadus

IH THE UPPER ROOM
EAST OF THE CHURCH

REAaDINGS FRoOM THE WorD
SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES
HymMns anMD VOLUNTARIES

HOW THL LORD @ TRAT Smmm

. AMD WHERAE THE BRIEIT OF

FOR THIRE |8 MOTHING COVERED THAT fHALL HOT =i il

THIE 15 THAT WHeEH DASCEiMOEn PFAOM THE S0ECE OF

the New York Assembly, and who wrote (as
well as cabled) of 1t to the presence of the
Center of the Covenant. This Tablet is his

reply :

To Mr. Wafa Kinney, New York City.

Upon him he BarpaA'o'LLaH Er-Apma!

HE IS GOD!
(O thou whe art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received and its contents
perused with the utmost of attention.

Convey infinite love and kindness on my
behatt to .. .. . . and say to him:
Praise be to God that He hath chosen thee
from amongst the ministers so that thou
may’st hearken to the call of the Kingdom
of God, listen to the heavenly Melody,
behold the Light of Reality, act according
to the advices of His Holiness the Christ,
promulgate the principles of Bama'o'tLam, be-
come the cause of the illumination of the

Up to the present time, as a result of this
long journey to America, my constitution was
in the utmost state of weakness and feebleness,
consequently I could not carry the weight of
correspondence, As at the present writing the
condition of my nerves is hetter and mate-
rially improved, therefore T am writing thee
this epistle.

Upon thee be Bama TFr-Anual
(Signed)

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Feh-
ruary 23rd, 1914, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria.

ArpuL-Bala Appas

We ask the prayers of all the friends that
through this opened door we may become con-
firmed to bear the Light of this “Morn of
Knowledge,” and to turn many hearts to the
Holy Fragrance of “the Branch which has
branched from the Ancient Root.”

Isabella D. Brittingham.
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TENETS OF BAHAISM
[Continued from page 23]

The following points dealt with by the lec-
turers may perhaps be cited as the most note-
worthy :—

There shall be no priesthood of the paid or
professional order.

Monogamy is enjoined; asceticism or the
hermit life in monasteries is forbidden.

Education is to be universal and the rich
or childless shall educate the children of the
poor,

The female child is to receive equal atten-
tion in this matter and equality of the sexes
declared.

Work is looked upon as an act of worship,
and 15 to be found for all, for mendicity is
forbidden. The words written by the Founder
are as follows: “This is the day of deeds.
In this day deeds are preferable to words.
Deeds reveal the station of the man and he
whose words exceed his deeds verily, his non-
being 1s better than his being.”

Brotherhood among the Bahais, we are told,
is regarded as. absolutely indispensable, irre.
spective of race, color, or religion, and there
must be no pretentious mental attitude, but a
real and living philosophy of life. All Mos
lems, Christians, Jews, or Zoroastrian Bahiis
should fraternize as one family, for they prac
tice the two great Bahiai ideals of unity and
love.

We learn that all the edicts of BARAO'LLAH
were laid down and revealed fifty vears ago.
It is therefore interesting to find that He de-
clared a universal language was to be evolved
or chosen as an intermediary agent towards
the better understanding of peoples; also
that a court of arbitration should be formed
on international lines against war—turning the
Bahdi attitude of religions amity upon these
problems, since they declare that all founders
of religions were chosen speakers for the good
enlightenment of people.

An argument presented by Abdul-Bahia on
this subject when in the West was cited as
typical. We are told not to mistake the lamp
for the Light. Lamps or light carriers are
many and diverse whether in size, quality or
form, but light is essentially the same. It
varies only according to the degree allowed it
by the vehicle of its manifestation, whether
as a candle or an electric arc lamp. The world
should consider great rehigious founders or
thinkers as light-bearers and what they teach
should be the object of worship. The wisdom
with which they illumine their time and race
should be remembered, not their personalifies.
Religions degenerate, because 1t is the invaria-
ble tendency in humanity to forget principles
enunciated by Founders and worship the mate-
rial or historic aspect, neglecting the lLight in-
tended to he used. Light being one, it stands
for the analogy of truth, and all religions are
woven around identically similar principles.

The Bahais believe that teachers of these
higher orders come under Divine will in times
of greatest human needs and have their pre-
destined time and place. Since life may be
symbolized as a tree, BarA'o'LLan declared
humanity to be the leaves, flowers and fruit
thereof, and in time humanity will consider it
as rationally inconceivable to fight and kill
one another as it would be for the leaves and
branches of a tree to quarrel with its blossoms
and fruit,

The Bahais consider that the world has en-
tered on a new cvcle and that all the teach-
ings of this Persian seer are ultimately des-
tined to work out for the good of the social
and spiritval whole, Tt may perhaps be men-
tioned that the word or title “BanaA’o'tLan”
means a quality or descriptive term signifv-
ing “Glory or Splendor” (of God) and Abdul-
Bahid his son as “Servant of the Glory.”

A WORD OF APPRECIATION FROM INDIA.

“The Star oF THE WEsT 1s, indeed, a true
nightingale of the Rose-garden of ApHA and
its beloved notes vihrate with the messages of
the Beloved of all in the heavens and earths
Its contents give one renewed vigor to ad-
vance steadfastly on the Path which leads to
the glorious realm of ApmaA, and the holy
words of The Center of The Covenant that

it promulgates, keep one always keyved up in the
field of service in His Most Beloved Cause
The Star is awaited as a star of
hope and when it arrives, its rays penetrate
in the minds of those who await its arrival
with expectant hearts.”
The Bahidi Assembly of Rangoon.
March 16, 1914.
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