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rHY HAS GOD sent the prophets?
| It is self-evident that the prophets are

25| the educators of men and the teach-

ers of the human race. They come to
bestow universal education upon humanity,
to give humanity training, to uplift the
human race from the abyss of despair and
desolation and enable man to attain the
apogee‘ of advancement and glory. The
people are in darkness; the prophets bring
them into the realm of light. They are in
a state of utter imperfection; the prophets
imbue them with perfections. The purpose
of the prophetic mission is no other than
the education and guidance of the people.
Therefore we must regard and be on the |gs
lookout for the man who is thus qualified; ti‘@

that is to say any soul who proves to be the ﬁl@
. | &

educator of mankind and the teacher of the §\Vé
. "

human race is undoubtedly the prophet of @L‘z’\}

MY

his age.
’Abdu’l-Baha.




The Boys’ School at 'Ishqdbdd, Russia, an important Bahd’i activity. (A picture of the Bahd’l Girls’ Sehool in this eity, was published in
the March Star of the West).
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“The Manifestation of God is proof of himself, just as the sun is
its own greatest and sufficient proof.”

"Abdu’l-Bah4.

A LEADING magazine has an-
nounced a popular contest on the sub-
ject, “What Is Success?’ 1Is there
any subject of greater importance to
man’s welfare? Could we but know
the clue to life, could we but have a
goal to aim at as fixed and clear as
the pole-star which guides mariners
and desert caravans to prosperous
journeys’ end, then our energy and
endeavor would not be misspent.

- What is success? Opinions here
are as varied'as the hearts and emo-
tions of men. Ideals of success vary
not only with different individuals,
but with the same individual at dif-
ferent ages. The thing so ardently
striven for in youth may or may not
in later life seem a significant or sat-
isfying success. Too often the inex-
perience of life brings a criterion
"which condemns as dross that which
séemed gold to youth; but the truer
judgment comes, alas, too late! There
is not to be had a chance to start
again and work for what seems to
the mature Vision as the worthier
aim. :

CAN OR CAN NOT some stand-
ard of success be arrived at which
will be universally recognized as
true, which will guide man from his
childhood so that his every energy

will be well spent and the achieve-
ments of his mature life will prove
actual, satisfying, and joy-giving?
This would be the greatest conserva-
tion policy that could be inaugurated,
the conservation of man-power. For
the economist shows us that the
greatest loss to.the world is misdi-
rected labor; man-power applied to
worthless or worse-than-worthless
tasks. Could man direct his energies
from the very beginning along lines
which would lead to real success, it
would make enormously for the hap-
piness and welfare not only of the in-
dividual but of the state.

IN ORDER to decide what consti-
tutes success, we must first destroy
the many illusions concerning suec-
cess under which men strive. In
general all these illusions may be
gathered under one heading: the
fallacy of mistaking the conse-
quences of success for success—of
mistaking the exterior, appearance
for the essence. When man works
with the aim of achieving a high po-
sition in the world’s esteem, for pow-
er, wealth and luxury, he is putting
the effect before the cause. For these
things are not success itself; they are
merely the result of success. They
may be temporarily achieved by con-
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centration, will-power, and great ef-
fort. But they are unsatisfying in
themselves, and impermanent. They
do not make for real satisfaction even
if they continue unimpaired to the
close of life; and often they vanish,
as in the case of so many who have
‘attempted to exploit the world and to
aggrandize the self. Of these Na-
poleon is a striking example. All
those things he gained—supremely.
Yet all these things he lost! Could
he, at St. Helena in his twilight years,
look back and say, ‘“This has been
success 7

WHAT, THEN, is the essence of
success? What is the cause, of which
these desirable things—wealth, posi-
tion, honor—are effects? Within the
compass of a hundred words, as con-
ditioned in the contest, we will en-
deavor to define success:

Every one comes into the world
with certain gifts and talents. Suc-
 cess consists in developing and util-
izing these talents to the utmost pos-
sible extent, not only for one’s own
advancement but for the world’s best
welfare; it consists no less in achiev-
ing the ability to live harmoniously
and happily with our fellowmen.

This is success. All other things
desired are but results which spring
from this. If this goal is attained,
the other things—wealth, position,
honor—will come assuredly in due
measure, not equally to all, but sub-
stantially and satisfyingly. And life
will ripen into an old age in which
every year will be more glorious and
joyous than the one before. And
death itself will appear not as the
Destrbyer, but as the Fulfiller. For
it shall lend but more augustness to
the reputation Life achieved.

nition of success appeals.

MAGAZINE

VERY GOOD, we say. This defi-
It offers
all we can desire—financial ease, es-
teem, love, power. But how can such
success be achieved? Is it possible
for every man to make adequate ex-
pression of his abilities, and to at-
tain the happy art of harmonizing
with those he comes in contact with?

It is possible. But not by the
means currently held to be effica-
cious. Not by systems of concentra-
tion, of focussed will-power, of ra-
tional living and correctlpsychology.
We must get deeper; we must get at
the roots of power. In this effort to
discover the secret source of all suec-
cess, the testimony of Cardinal Wol-
lesley, in the words of Shakespeare,
gives us a clue. “Had I but served
my God,” he cried in the despair of
a disgraced old age, “with half the
zeal that 1 have served my king, He
would not in mine old age have left
me thus exposed and naked to mine
enemies.”

HERE IS the clue we seek! The

‘knowledge and the love of God—at-

tachment to God—the Divine guid-
ance! This is the unfailing source of
power. This is the aid placed by Des-
tiny at the disposal of every individ-
ual, by means of which all can ar-
rive at the defined success. Contrary
to the usual opinion, there is nothing
capricious or haphazard in success.
It is sure and certain to all who obey
the law laid down for its attainment.
David, better than any other, has ex-
pressed in words that ring down
through endless centuries, both the
too facile doubt of life and fear of
failure that lie in the heart of man
when he conceives himself the prey
of circumstance; and the glorious, tri-

‘umphant, peace-bringing assurance
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that buoys up man’s heart when he
comes to the full realization of being
daily, hourly, under the protection
and guidance of God.

With God’s guidance there can be
no failure. “Seek ye first the King-
dom of God, and all these things
shall be added unto you.” Those who
have known God, who have placed
their lives at His disposal, they are
the names that mankind ever bless,
the Washingtons, the Lincolns of hu-
manity.

WE HAVE now pushed our search
for success back to the Ultimate
Cause, the Illimitable Bestower.
There still remains, however, the
problem, How can we know God?
This is perhaps the most important
problem man has to face in this
‘earthly existence, and it is also the
most difficult of solution. How can

man the finite know God the Infinite?

The human attempts at the compre-
hension of Divinity are completely
fallacious; they rest upon no ground
other than man’s own ratiocination.
These different concepts of God are
but man’s limited opinion, varying in
different ages and in different climes
with .the current ideals and civiliza-
tion. Thus among the ancient peo-
ples the gods tricked and could be
tricked. Among a people of hate, the
gods are hateful. And a people of
lust create gods who sanction and
legitimatize the free expression of the
bestial qualities. A people devilish at
heart worship a devil-god who gives
his benediction to murder and rapine.
On the other hand a people of gentle-
ness have.gentle gods. A truthful
people celebrate God as Truth. A
sternly upright people see Him as. Jus-

tice. A loving people find Him fo be
Love. We may choose and stamp as
correct; according to our own judg-
ment, any one of these multifarious
concepts of Divinity. But what is the
criterion? Is our own judgment to
ke the test? Is man, in the words of
the Greek Sophists, the measure of
all things? If man is to be the meas-
ure of God, then we have arrived at
a kind of God who is no-god for he is
subordinate to the intelligence of
man, the creature of man’s judgment;
and consequently not at all the In-
finite, the All-Splendrous, which we
started out to seek.

“O that I knew where I might find
God!” Handel has clothed these
heart-yearning words of XElijah in
music of immortal beauty. It is the
tragic cry of all mankind. The solu-
tion to this important query does not
lie within the power of man’s intel-
lect. Where then does it lie?

“The source of all knowledge is the
knowledge of God,” said Baha’u’llah,
“and this cannot be attained save
through His Divine Manifestations.”
We cannot see God for ourselves, but
we can see Him in the mirror of His
Manifestations. We cannot compre-
hend Him but we can realize some of

'His -attributes, as we see them ex-

pressed in the lives of His Manifesta-
tions. We cannot find the way to
God ourselves, but we can be shown
the way by His Manifestations.

This regal truth modern theology
has all but rationalized away from
the august teachings of the Christ.
The position of the Manifestation in
the affairs of man is as the Keystone
in the arch. All the structure of
man’s building rests upon this Key-
stone.
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THE DIVINE REVELATORS

EXCERPTS FROM THE TEACHINGS OF ’ABDU’L-BAHA

NO ONE HATH any way to the
Reality of Deity except through
the instrumentality of the Manifesta-
tion. To suppose so is a theory and
not a fact (Tablets Vol. 1, p. 214).

THAT REALITY which is the Es-
sence of God cannot be conceived of
by any understanding, therefore God
has created a Manifestor, and in Him
is reflected that Sanctified Reality.

The Manifestations are points or
sources of assistance for all people,
and they are the Educators of man.
They are like mirrors, and the Real-
ity—the Essence—is like the sun.

A Prophet brings a spiritual civili-
zation and after that is established
material progress follows. (Daily
Lessons, pp 34, 54.)

THE KNOWLEDGE of the Real-
ity of the Divinity is impossible and
unattainable, but the knowledge of
the Manifestations of God s the
knowledge of God, for the bounties,
splendors and divine attributes are
apparent in them. Therefore if man
attains to the knowledge of the Mani-
festations of God, he will attain to
the knowledge of God; and if he be
neglectful of the knowledge of the
Holy Manifestation, he will be bereft
of the knowledge of God. . the
Holy Manifestations are the center of
the bounty, signs and perfections of
God. (Ans. Ques., p. 257.)

EACH RELIGION teaches that a
Mediator is necessary between man
and the Creator—one who receives
the full light of the divine splendor
and radiates it over the human
world, as the earth’s atmosphere re-
ceives and diffuses the warmth of the
sun’s rays. This Mediator between

God and humanity has different des-
ignations though he always brings the
same spiritual command.

In one era he is called Abraham, at
another time DMoses, again he is
called Buddha, another time Jesus,
and yet another time Muhammad.
All turned to the divine reanty for
their strength. . . . Alas! the ma-
jority of men attach themselves to
the name of the mediator and lose
sight of the real purport. . . . Man
must turn to the Light and not think
that the form of the lamp is essential,
for the lamp may be changed; but he
who longs for light welcomes it from
whatever source it comes. - If the
Jews had comprehended Moses, they
would have accepted the Christ; but
they were occupied with the name
and when that name was changed
they denied the Reality. . We
must be adorers of the Sun or Reality
from whatsoever horizon it may ap-
pear, rather than adorers of the hori-
zon.” (Divine Philosophy, p. 33.)

WE MUST care for man’s two na-
tures; for as the material man makesg
certain demands for food and rai-
ment and if not looked after suffers,
even so his spiritual reality suffers
without care. This is why the Divine
Messengers come to the rescue—io
care for the reality, that man’s
thoughts may unfold and his aims be-
come realized, that he may inherit a
new field of progress, for the spirit-
ual side should be cared for as much
as the corporeal.

The Prophets are sent to refresh
the dead body of the world, to render
the dumb eloquent, to give peace to
the troubled, to make illumined the
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indifferent and to set free from the
material world all beings who are its
captives. Leave a child to himself
and he becomes ill-mannered and
thoughtless. He must be shown the
path, so that he may become ac-
quainted with the world of the soul
—the world of divine gifts. {(Divine
Philosophy, pp. 96, 109.)

THE SUN IS the life-giver to the

physical bodies of all creatures upon

earth; without its warnmith their
growth would be stunted, their de-
velopment would be arrested, they
would decay and die. Even so do the
souls of men need the Sun of Truth
to shed its rays upon their souls, to
develop them, to educate and encour-
age them. As the sun is to the body
of a man, so is the Sun of Truth to
his soul. . . For, as the body of
man depends for life upon the rays
of the sun, so cannot the celestial vir-
tues grow in the soul without the ra-
diance of the Sun of Truth. A man

may have attained to a high degree .

of progress, but without the Light of
Truth, his soul is stunted and
starved. . . . ’
Because man has stopped his ears
to the Voice of Truth, and shut his
ayes to the Sacred Light, neglecting
the law of God, for this reason has
the darkness of war and tumult, un-
rest and migery, desolated the earth.
(Wisdom Talks in Paris, p. 19, 20.)

GOD SENT HIS Prophets into the
world to teach and enlighten man, to
explain to him the mystery of the
Power of the Holy Spirit, to enable
him to reflect the light, and so, in his
turn, to be the source of guidance to
others. The heavenly books—the Bi-
ble, the Quren, and the other holy
writings, have been given by God as
guides into the paths of divine virtue,
love, justice and peace. . . .
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All around us today we see how
man surrounds himself with every
modern convenience and luxury, and
denies nothing to the physical and
material side of his nature. But,
take heed lest in thinking too ear-
nestly of the things of the body you
forget the things of the soul; for ma-
terial advantages do not elevate the
spirit of a man. Perfection in world-
ly things is a joy to the body of a
man, but in no wise does it glorify
ris soul Only by improv-
ing spiritually as well as material-
ly can we make any real progress
and become perfect beings. It wasin
order to bring this spiritual life and
light into the world that all the great
Teachers . {Manifestations) have ap-
peared. They came so that the Sun
of Truth might be manifested and
shine in the hearts of men, and that
through its. wondrous power men
might attain unto everlasting light.
(Wisdom Talks in Paris, pp. 53, 54.)

THE HOLY MANIFESTATIONS
of God are the Centers of the Light
of Reality, of the source of mysteries,
and of the bounties of love. They are
resplendent in the world of hearts
and thoughts, and shower eternal
graces upon the world of spirits; they
give spiritual life, and are shining
with the light of realities and mean-
ings. The enlightenment of the
world of thought comes from these
Centers of light and sources of mys-
teries. Without the bounty of the
splendor and the ‘instructions of
these Holy Beings, the world of souls
and thoughts would be opaque dark-
ness. Without the irrefutable teach-
ings of those Sources of mysteries,
the human world would become the
pasture of animal appetites and qual-
ities. . . .

In like manner when the Holy
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Manifestation of God, who is the Sun
of the world of his creation, shines
upon the world of spirits, of
thoughts, and of hearts, then the
spirvitual spring and new life appear,
the power of the wonderful spring-
time becomes visible, and marvelous
benefits are apparent. As you have
observed, at the time of the appear:
ance of each Manifestation of God,
extraordinary progress has occurred
in the world of minds, thoughts and
spirits. (Some Ans. Ques., pp. 185,
126.)

WHY DO THESE Holy Manifesta-
tions of God become manifest? What
is the wisdom of their coming? What
is the result obtained through them?

Tt ig clear that human personality
is endowed with two aspects. One is
the aspect of its being the image of
God; and the other is the satanic as-
pect. . . . The holy Manifestations
of God come into the world in order
to effect the disappearance of the
physical, the animal dark aspect of
man, so that the darkness in him may
be dispelled, his imperfections be
eradicated, his spiritual, heavenly
phase may become manifest, his God-
like aspect may become paramount
and his perfections might become
vigible, his innate power may become
known, and that all the virtues of the
world of humanity potential within
him may come to life. Thus these
holy Manifestations of God are the
educators and trainers of the world
of existence and they are the teachers
of the world of humanity. . . . Teo
be brief: these holy Manifestations
liberate the world of humanity from
the imperfections which beset it and
cause men to appear in the garment
of heavenly perfections. Were it not
for the coming of these holy Mani-
festations of God, all men would be
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found on the plane of the animal
They would be similar to ignorant in-
dividuals who have never seen a
school, who have never had a train-
er. (Star of the West, Vol. 7, pp.
70, 75.)

IT IS NOT intended that the world
of humanity should be left to its nat-
ural state. It is in need of the educa-
tion divinely provided for it. The
holy, heavenly Manifestations of God
have been the teachers. They are the
divine gardeners who. transform the
jungles of human nature into fruit-
ful orchards and make the thorny
places blossom as the rose. It is evi-
dent then that the intended and espe-
cial function of man is to rescue and
redeem himself from the inherent de-
fects of nature and become qualified
with the ideal virtues of divinity.
(Pro. of U. P., p. 347.}

"THE MORAL WORLD is only at-
tained through the effulgence of the
Sun of Reality and the quickening
life of the divine spirit. For this
reason the holy divine Manifestations
of God appear in the human world.
They come to educate and illuminate
mankind, to bestow spiritual suscep-
tibilities, to quicken inner percep-
tions and thereby adorn the reality of
man—the human temple—with di-
vine graces. Through them, man may
become the point of the emanations
of God and the recipient of heavenly
bounties. Under the influence of
their teachings he may become the
manifestation of the effulgences of
God and a magnet attracting the
lights of the supreme world. For this
rezson the holy divine Manifestations
are the first teachers and educators
of humanity; their traces are the
highest evidences and their spiritual
tuition is universal in its application
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to the world of mankind. Their in-
fluence and power are immeasurable
and unlimited.
324.)

WHAT THEN is the mission of
the divine Prophets? Their mission
ig the education and advancement of
the world of humanity. They are the
real teachers and educators, the uni-
versal instructors of mankind. If we
wish to discover whether any of
these great souls or messengers was
in reality a Prophet of God we must
investigate the facts surrounding his
life and history; and the first point
of our investigation will be the edu-
cation he bestowed upon mankind. If
he has been an educator, if he has
really trained a mnation or people,
causing it to rise from the lowest
depths of ignorance to the highest
station of knowledge, then we are.
sure that he was a Prophet. This is
a plain and clear method of proced-
ure, proof that is irrefutable. We do
not need to seek after other proofs.
(Pro. of U. P., p. 358.)

WHEN the Holy, Divine Manifes-
tations or Prophets appear in the
world, a cycle of radiance, an age of
mercy dawns. Everything is re-
newed. Minds, hearts and all human
forces are re-formed, perceptions are
quickened, sciences, discoveries and
investigations are stimulated afresh
and everything appertaining to the
virtues of the human world is re-vi-
talized.” Consider this present cen-
tury of radiance and compare it with
past centuries. What a vast differ-
ence exists between them! How
minds have developed! How percep-
tions have deepened! How discover-
ies have increased! What great
projects have been accomplished!

(Pro. of U. P, p.-

proofs.
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How many realities have become
manifest! How many mysteries of
creation have been probed and pene-
trated! What is the cause of this?
It is through. the efficacy.of the Spir-
itual Springtime in which we are liv-
ing. Day by day the world attains a
new bounty. (Star, Vol. 4, p. 118.)

WHEN THE Prophets of God ap-
pear upon this earth, their validity is
established by means of certain
One of the proofs is through
the fulfillment of former prophecies,
the second proofs are their creative
words and phrases which salute the
hearts of humanity, the third are
their deeds and the fourth are their
teachings. ,

A clear proof of validity lies in the
achievements and here we are con-
fronted by certain irrefutable facts.
.. . A supreme proof is the teaching.
For instance the precepts of Christ
were sufficient proof of his validity.
There is no greater proof than these
teachings. They were the light of
that cycle and the spirit of that age.
All that he said accorded with the
needs of the humanity of that time.
They were peerless and unique.

" Congsider His Holiness Bah4’w’lldh
and his teaching. They are the spir-
it of this cycle—the light of this age

. . . The principles of Baha'u’lldh
are the remedy and balm for the
wounded world; and without their
inculeation, reconciliation between
the nations will not be reached. These
very teachings of Baha'u’llah are the
greatest proofs of his claim. Such a
power hath appeared from him as
will suffice to convince the whole
world.

The proof of the sun is its light
and heat. (Divine Philosophy, p. 43-
45.)
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WHAT IS NEW

IN THE BAHAT

TEACHINGS

RUHI AFNAN

VER since the dawn of the six-

teenth century, when the dark-
ness of the Middle Ages began to re-
cede before the spirit which prompted
men to doubt recognized principles
and inquire into the reality of things;
when the foundation of old dogmas
and superstitions began to shake, and
science, after its many centuries of
slumber, set forth on its road to
progress and discovery; a great love
and admiration has been created
among the intellectuals for all those
producing original ideas, presenting
novel thoughts to the world, advo-
cating a new solution for the vast
problems that baffle the minds of
men. So important has originality
become that it is considered at pres-
ent one of the first criteria by which
we can measure the merits of a
thinker. He who advances a new
theory or expounds a new principle is
acclaimed by lovers of knowledge as
a genius and student of truth, though
that theory remain unproved or that
principle stand unestablished.

This is undoubtedly a healthy
symptom, for it shows clearly that
man has thrown away those super-
stitions and dogmas which in the
Middle Ages fettered his mind and
restricted his actions. Tt vindicates
a desire on the part of man to under-
stand a question before he is ready
to recognize its truth, a reluctance to
be content with his condition, and an
impulse to seek to unravel the laws
of nature and utilize them in order to
modify his own environment. As
man wants new lands to inhabit, new

sources of wealth fo exploit, new so-
lutions for his social problems, new
inventiong to facilitate his work and
increase his efficiency, he will be al-
ways ready to show his gratitude to
whomgsoever satisfies these needs; he
will offer that originator his due re-
ward and recognize the position
which he has won through his genius
and labour.

Though originality is an important

‘criterion in estimating thé greatness
-of different thinkers it should not be

regarded as universally applicable to
all conditions and circumstances. To
estimate the worth of what a man
has achieved we ought to take into
consideration the aim which he cher-
ishes, the purpose for which he la-
boriously works. A good. doctor ig
not necessarily he who at every mo-
ment invents a new.medicine and ex-
periments with it on his suffering pa-
tients, but rather he who, having
fully diagnosed the ills which have
befallen the suffering, employs con-
seientiously all the available remedies
to restore health. Originality is an
important criterion but it is not the
sole and universal standard.

There is danger of falling into a
similar error if those who, hearing
the teachings of Bahad’u’llah, seek to
find how original his ideas were and
how novel those remedies which he
prescribes for the sick body of the
world. Neither Bahau’llah nor any
of the prophets of old invited the peo-
ple to accept their teachings because
they were original, because they had
a new theory to propound, or a new
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principle to advocate. The purpose
of their mission was neither to urge
scholars to think, nor to give them
new ideas to criticize, nor new sub-
jects to argue about. Their work was
totally different from that. In order
to understand it, we have to revert
first to our conception of God, then
to what the prophets are, and finally
to the purpose of their mission.

If we consider God ag an idea
which man in his primitive stage

created, so as to explain the strange

phenomena he saw around him; if
we believe that the Infinite Spirit is
nothing more than an imagination of
our own, a creation of our mind; if
we consider religion from a utilita-
rian point of view and regard it only
as a means to calm the mass of peo-
ple and keep them within the bounds
of law; then we can accept the proph-
ets only as thinkers and exponents of
moral philosephy. If we regard them
ini this light we will have to estimate
their work as we estimate the work
of any other philosopher, i. e., by the
character of the original ideas and
principles they propound.

Such, however, is not the Baha’i
point of view., We do not consider
God as a mere conception upheld by
man in order to explain the mysteries
of nature, but rather as a Being ex-
isting independently and unaffected
by any human conception, as a Pow-
er and Reality which man discovered
through his intellect rather than cre-
ated by his imagination. Religion is,
therefore, a truth which he may ig-
nore, but to his own loss and peril.
If we adopt this view the prophets
will have a totally other significance,
their purpose will be different, the
criterion by which we measure them
will not be the originality of their
teachings.

When God in His Omnipotence
created -man and the universe He
could adopt one of three plans. Either
He could take an attitude of deliber-
ate aloofness, remaining heedless to
man’s prayers, deaf to his pleadings.
and remote from his problems, leav-
ing him free to follow his whims and
passions and to reap the fruits of his
actions, no matter how bitter. Or,
secondly, He could deprive man of the
power .of choice between good and
evil, making him to do good automat-
ically. Or, last of all, (and this I be-
lieve is the actual way) the Creator
could give man the great gift of Free
Will, but with that freedom could
give instructions as.-to how it should
be used and then let man tread on
any ground however dangerous; but
when his situation becomes imperiled,
his problems involved, his afflictions
deadly, again send some one with the
necessary remedy to save him.

We can liken God to a loving shep-
herd, and man to the beloved sheep.
The good shepherd is not he who per-
mits his flock to wander about and
get lost in bogs and marshes, become
a ready prey to devouring wolves,
and remain heedless of danger; nor
is he one who forces his flock to re-
main in a narrow track depriving it
of the pleasure of wandering within
a limited area and nibbling at the
orass by the wayside. The good
shepherd permits his sheep to be at-
tracted to a near-by verdant spot, and
gives them the freedom to roam
about. He is always on the watch,
and whenever they become too ex-
posed or are entangled in insur-
mountable difficulties, he sends his
dog or goes himself and leads them
back to the fold.

The purpose, therefore, for which
the prophets are sent is to solve the
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social problems of man and pull him
out of the morass in which he is des-
perately struggling. . To measure
their worth we have to study their
teachings as well as the prevailing
difficulties which face humanity, see
how unerringly they have diagnosed
existing social ills, how perfect their
prescription is, and how wisely they
propose to apply it.

Thus we come to the conclusion
that in the case of the prophets, orig-
inality as a criterion is not the stand-
ard to be adopted. We may find
something new and satisfy our inter-
est thereby, but we should not place
our reliance upon it. The question
for the student of the Baha’i Move-
ment should not be, what new thing
Baha w’llah advocates, but rather, has
he grasped the cause of all the evils
that have befallen humanity; is his
program comprehensive and perfect;
is the spirit and method with which
He is applying it good enough to en~
sure the betterment of the world?

Though we are not justified in bas-
ing our estimate of the Baha’i Move-
ment on the originality of its teach-
ings we may for the sake of mere in-
terest and research try to detect
those elements which are new and
not to be found in the teachings of
previous dispensations. ‘Abdu’i-
Bahi classifies the teachings of the
prophets into those which are funda-
mental and common to all, and those
which are secondary in character, to
suit the exigencies of their time.

The first is fully indicated by the
verse, “Love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strength, and with
all thy mind, and thy neighbour as
thyself.” This law can be found in
the teachings of all the prophets of
old. At no stage of human progress
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can this divine law be abrogated. At
all times, under any circumstances
we have to love God and love His
creatures. Jesus later said, “Not one
jot or tittle of the law shall fall to
the earth until all be fulfilled.” Mu-
hammad expresses the same idea in
the. verse, “This is the law of God,
and thou shalt seek no change in the
law of God.” In the opening verse of
the Arabic Hidden Words, Baha’ullah
says, “This is that which hath de-
scended from the realm of Glory ut-
tered by the tongue of Power and
Might and revealed unto the Messen-
gers of old, the quintessence whereof
we have taken and arrayed in the gar-
ment of brevity . ..” These three
verses, chosen from the writings of
three of the prophets of God, show
clearly that the basic principle of all
the religions, namely the law of love,
is always existing and cannot be
changed. The prophets themselves
did not claim any originality in as-
serting it.
- The second class of teachings,
which we may well term an interpre-
tation given to the fundamental law
so as to fit it to the requirements of
the age, changes as man’s problems
and environment change. At the
time of Moses “thy neighbour” was
taken to mean the members of the
tribe of Israel. The inhabitants of
Palestine were, at that time, warring
clans. No sense of love and true re-
ligion animated them. To guard
themselves among such barbarous
and ill-minded people, they had to be
united, and to be united they had to
love the members of their own tribe
and protect them from any foreign
aggression.

When Christ appeared the Roman
Empire had already spread its sway
over most of the civilized world. Law
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and order were firmly established.
His work was therefore confined to
cleansing religion from dogma and
superstition, in rending that soiled
and worn garment which concealed
the radiant body of religion from the
eyes of the people, in improving the
character of man, in making him in
every sense more godly. To achieve
that he interpreted ‘“thy neighbour”
to include the members of another
sect or even one’s enemy.
Muhammad on the other hand, like
Moses, appeared among comparative-
ly savage tribes. As no government
could then be found to administer the
country, he had to protect his people
against any tribal incursions. A few
God-fearing, law-abiding persons
were situated among savage, blood-
thirsty people whose means of live-
lihood was war. He, therefore, inter-
preted: “thy neighbour” to mean all
the people of the Book, that is, all
those who belonged to true religion,
for in them he had confidence and
upon their sense of humanity he
could depend. ‘ : ‘
Bah&’u’llah, who proclaimed his
mission over sixty years ago, was
born when the world was in great
turmoil, when the Napoleonic wars
had ended, leaving Europe ravaged,
the people restless under the burden
of autocracy, the classes awakening
to the need for reform. Feeling the
importance of peace, he interpreted
“thy neighbour” to mean all the
people of the world, friend or foe,
rich or poor, religious or irreligious,
eastern or western, colored or white.
Thus we see that as man’s environ-
ment changes the interpretation of
that basic and immutable law has to
change accordingly, and once we find
change we can detect originality. The
interpretation which Baha’u’llah has
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edly original if compared to the
teachings of previous prophets. No
previous prophet openly advocated
universal peace, an international
house of justice to safeguard it, a
universal auxiliary language to bring
the nations nearer together and ren-
der mutual wunderstanding more
eagsily attainable. No previous proph-
et advocated obligatory education for
boys and girls. No previous proph-
et gave equal rights to men and
women. No previous prophet has
set forth definite teachings to solve
the economic problems. In short, we
cannot claim originality for the basic
principle which underlies the various
Baha’i teachings, namely the law of
love, for the simple reason that it hag
ever existed and will ever exist.
The other set of principles are in part
original, and that is because the en-
vironment has changed. The needs
of man are now different from what
they were, therefore, the laws ‘which
regulate them have to be different.

So far we have been viewing the
question of originality in its relation
to the different religions of the
world ; let us now compare it with the
various progressive movements we
see around us. At the advent of

-every prophet the world undergoes a

great social, intellectual, religious re-
vival. At the time of Christ, for ex-
ample, the old religions of the Rom-
ans and Greeks had lost their hold on
the minds of their adherents. They
could not shape the conduct of man
or keep him within the bounds of
moral law. Abandoning religion,
therefore, the people turned to philos-
ophy, hoping that thereby the rules
of ethics would be more strictly ad-
hered to. They thought that through
learning alone the moral life of the
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individual could be improved. But
this hope also was frustrated. The
people remained in search of a reme-
dy until Christianity came to the res-
cue and saved the soul of the seekers.
Meanwhile by this continucus and
faithful search the people had come
independently very near to the truth
which was later propounded by
Christianity. The teachings were so
to say, “in the air,” every one uncon-
sciously absorbed them, so that when
they came in touch with those teach-
ings they did not have much fto
change, or many new - principles to
adopt.

Such is the case today. The intel-
lectual people of the eighteenth cen-
tury, weary of the narrowness and
dogmas of the church, confused it
with true Christianity. They tried to
seek salvation in- other fields, they
were absorbed in research and philogs-
ophy, hoping again that through
knowledge they might attain to the
solution of their problems, to the es-
tablishment of peace, to the security
of moral integrity. How successful
humanity will be this time we cannot
say, and the theme, interesting
though it be, is beyond the subject of
our discussion. The point is that
through this constant and sincere
search the world has come to truths
very near - to those proclaimed by
Baha’u’llah.

Asked one day about the apparent
differences which exist between
science and religion, ’Abdu’l-Bahi
mentioned the following example: He
said that the prophet and the scien-
tist both have the same aim, they
both seek the truth. The first, like
a man with a clear sight, sees the
goal and goes straight to it. The
scientist, on the other hand, is like a
blind man, he knows his goal and will
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ultimately attain to it, but only after
a painful process of feeling his way
and of trial and mistake.

What Bahd’uw’llah proclaimed over
fifty years ago is being today grad-
ually accepted by the unbelieving but
tenacious scientists. Through bitter
experience people have come to learn
that an international tribunal is most
essential, that war as an-arbitrator
in settling international disputes
should cease if the future of civiliza-
tion is to be ensured, that the rich
cannot remain heedless of the eco-
nomic needs of the poor and still re-
tain their power.

To a reasoning and believing per-
son these great social and intellectual
upheavals which appear in the world
at the advent of every prophet are
not a matter of mere accident. Such
important and regular occurrences
are undoubtedly due to a permanent
cause; to the divine will and wisdom.
He who created all things and with
His invisible hand controls all nature,
is surely the cause of these phenome-
na. If God is the one who sends the
prophets on their mission to save hu-
manity and solve its problems, He is
also the one who prepares the world
for the reception of His feachings.
He inspires men, gives them insight
into the laws of nature, and makes
them ardent seekers of truth. These
in turn cleanse the mind of the people
from groundless dogmas and super-
stitions, inspires them with lofty
ideals and prepares them for the ac-
ceptance of the divine principles. The
appearance of these progressive
movements, therefore, is a part. of
God’s plan revealed for the salvation
of the world.
~ One superiority, however, will still
remain for Bahad’u'lldh. As he was
a prophet with a clear vision of his
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goal, with a full knowledge of the
needs of mankind and a perfect and
explicit mission from God, he pro-
duced a program the like of which the
world has not yet witnessed. The
founders of these sectular movements,
however, like the blind man, knew

their goal. they also sought it, but

with the slow process of feeling their
way through trials and mistakes.
They have not yet reached their goal,
there are still some obstacles to sur-
mount. But if left alone, as their
method is correct and as they are
sincere and persevering, they will ul-
timately reach it. Moreover, lacking
a clear insight, they fail to grasp the
problems of the world in their entire-
ty and thus be enabled to solve them
all. They have focussed their atten-
tion upon only one of the many prob-
lems, neglecting the others, forget-
ting that so long as a source of trou-
ble still lingers the welfare of hu-
manity remains in danger.

We may well compare the advent
of the different prophets of God to
different stations on a long royal
road. What a traveler needs is a
new spirit, an encouragement to fol-
low the road, a word of guidance tc
save him from dangers and difficul-
ties. Likewise, society, on its way to
progress has come across these
prophets of God, these stations of
divine power who have urged man to
the attainment of his purpose, en-
dowed him with a new spirit, re-
stored his power by their word of en-
couragement and assurance. The
student of the Bahad’i Movement,
therefore, should not consider it as a
mere source of- original ideas but
rather as one of those dynamic pow-
ers which are successively sent by
God to push society onward. He
should look at the spirit which it cre-

-ates in its followers and the solution

which it advocates for world prob-
Iems.

THE Bah&’i Movement imparts life.

It is the cause of love and amity

amongst mankind. It establishes communication between various nations
and religions. It removes all antagonisms. And when this Cause is fully

spread . .

. warfare will be a thing of the past, universal peace will be

realized, the oneness of the world of humanity will be recognized, and reli-
gion and science will work hand in hand.

The Baha’i Movement bestows upon man a new spirit, a new light, and
a new motion. It enlarges the sphere of thought. It illumines the horizon

of the intellect. It expands the arena of comprehension.

“Abdu’l-Baha
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SPRINGTIME

ROSA V. WINTERBURN

AINS are fa'ling in torrentiai
R storms. Mountain summits turn
gloriously white in their cloaks of
snow. Over night there leap up
from dry and waterless beds roaring,
joyous streams, sweeping on 1nto riv-
ers. Hillsides turn green with vege-
tation, and fragrant with blossoms.
Trees lose their accumulation of dry
and stifling dust; and, tranquil 1n
their freshened beauty, stretch long-
ingly heavenward. Day and night
the mocking bird shouts out his hap-
piness, compelling all to listen; until,
intoxicated with the rippling sweet-
ness of his song, he springs socaringly
aloft in an ecstacy of joy. Flowers
glory in color and perfume, and the
desert stretches mile upon mile, a riot
of flashing, sunny blossoms. Or-
chards and vineyards drink greedily
of the enlivening rains, and strength-
en themselves to bear a luscious har-
vest of riches. Man and nature are
aglow. Springtime has come in the
Southland.

THIS is but a symbol of the regen-
eration of the spirit. From the abun-
dance of the Father there rains down
upon mankind guidance, encourage-
ment and wisdom. Streams of com-
prehension and energy spring up in
even deadened and disconsolate
hearts. Unexpected leaders of men
appear; and their powers of wisdom
and understanding are illumined
with new and divinely endowed pene-
tration and helpfulness. Dry and
barren lives lose their selfishness and
dreariness under a gentle covering of

godly utterances; and, unconscious of
their own growing beauty, draw all
eyes and hearts by the perfume ot
their actions and the delicate blos-
soming of their lives. In this cen-
tury “a great, impelling stream is
manifest in the world of intellect,”
overflowing all previous bounds and
fertilizing wide fields for future big-
ger harvests. Holiness gives pro-
ductiveness to otherwise sterile lives.
“Day unto day their lives {of the holy
souls) are strengthened, the circle of
their comprehension bhecomes wider,
the sphere of their inteliects becomes
more effectual, and their spiritual
powers are increased.”

“The prophets are zent to educate
this innate quality in humanity. They
are like gardeners who sow the
grain, which afterwards springs up
in a thousand forms of advancement.
The prophets are, therefore, the
first educators of the world, the head
masters of the world. However
much man may advance in material
civilization, if he remain 1gnorant of
the spiritual civilization, his soul is
still defaced.”

“This period of time is the prom-
1sed age; the assembling of the hu-
man race to the “resurrection day,”
and now 1s the great ‘“‘day of judg-
ment.” Soon the whole world, as in
the springtime, will change its garb.
The turning and falling of the au-
tumn leaves 1s past, and the bleak-
ness of the winter is over. The new
year has appeared, and the spiritual
springtime 1s at hand. The black
earth is becoming a verdant garden;
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‘the deserts and mountains are teem-
ing with red flowers; from the bor-
ders of the wilderness the tall
grasses are standing like advance
guards before the cypress and jas-
mine trees: while the birds among
the rose branches are singing loudly,
like the angels in the highest heaven,
announcing the glad-tidings of that
spiritual spring’s approach, and the
sweet musice of thelr voices 13 causing
the real essence of all things to move
and quiver.

“O my spiritual friend, do you
know from what airs emanate the
notes sung by those birds? They are
from the melodies of peace and recon-
ciliation, of love and unity, of justice
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and security, and of concord and har-
mony. In a short time this heavenly
singing will intoxicate all humanity;
the foundation of enmity shall be de-
stroyed, union and affection will be
witnessed in every assembly, and the
lovers of the Love of God at these
great festivals will behold their splen-
dor. Therefore contemplate what a
spirit of life God has given that the
body of the whole earth may attain
life everlasting. The Paradise of
Abha will soon spread a pavilion
from the pole star of the world, un-
der whose shelter the beloved shall
rejoice, and the pure hearts shall re-
pese in peace.”—’Abdu’l-BahA.
It 1s springtime in God’s land.

IN WHATEVER AGE and cycle the Suns of Truth and Mirrors

of Oneness appear to the visible world from Divine Tents of the In-

visible, they manifest themselves with mighty power and triumphant

dominion for the development of the contingent beings and for the

outpouring of bounty upon existent things.

Baha’u’llah.
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THE ESSENTIAL ONENESS OF
RELIGIONS

MAYE HARVEY GIFT

HE foundation of all the Divine
Religions is one. Perhaps no
more far-reaching declaration can be
made, In view of the maze of creed
and reiigious strife which has tended
to engulf us. And yet, upon investi-
gation, we find this fact so simp'e and
so fundamental that we wonder why
1t has this long failed of recognition
in world thought and practice. The
logical and spiritual proofs of its
truth are clear and evident asz the
sunlight to the open-minded seeker of
reality. |
In the past we have not had access
to the scriptures of other peoples.
We have observed only their divisive
dogmas and unfamiliar, decadent
practices, largely devoid of spiritual
significance and potency. These we
have compared with the pure teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and the results
have been far from the truth. A fair
basis Involves a compariscn of the
Scriptures, or pure teachings of each,
or a comparison of the degree to
which each group has lived up to its
original, divine ideals. Max Muller’s
translation and compilation of the
“Sacred Books of the East” has now
placed at our disposal the Bibles of
the world. The conclusion to which
these studies brought him is embod-
led 1n a letter to an American friend:

“The true Religion of the future will
be the fulfillment of all the religions
of the past—the true Religion of hu-
manity—that which in the struggle
of history remains as the indestructi-
ble portion of all the so-cailed false

religions of mankind. There never
was a false God, nor was there ever a
false religion, unless vou call a child
a false man. All religions, so far as
I know them, had the same purpose:
all were links in a chain which con-
nects heaven and earth and which is
held and always was held by one and
the same hand. All here on earth
tends toward right and truth and per-
fection; nothing here on earth can
ever be quite right, quite true, quite
perfect, not even Christianitv—or
what 1s now called Christianitv—so
long as it excludes all other religions,
istead of loving and embracine what
1s good In each.”

This conclusion is in harmony with
the unambiguous texts of the various
Scriptures, for they are unanimous
in stating their unity. This alone
constitutes an all-sufficient proof.
From a most excellent compilation we
quote a few examples:

“BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES — ‘He
who 1s beloved of God honors every
form of religious faith.’

“HEBREW SCRIPTURES—‘What
doth the Lord require of thee, but to
do justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with thy God.’

“GOSPELS—‘Whosoever doeth the
will of My Father, who i1s in heaven
the same is My brother and My sister
and My mother.’

‘Of a truth I perceive that God is
no respecter of persons; but in every
nation he that revereth Him and
worketh righteousness is accepted by
Him.’
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“CHINESE APOTHEGM — ‘The
catholic-minded man regards all re-
ligcions as embodying the same
truths:; the narrow-minded man ob-

serves only their differences.’
“HINDU APOTHEGM — ‘Altar

flowers of many species, but all wor-

ship is one: systems of faith are dif-
ferent, but God 1s One.’

“KORAN—‘We believe in God and
that which hath been sent down to
us and that which hath been sent
down to Abraham and Ishmael and
Isaac and Jacob and the Tribes and
that which hath been given to Moses
and to Jesus and that which was
given to the Prophets from their
Lord; no difference do we make be-
tween any of them.’

‘A day will come wherein the
lichts of unity will enhghten all the
world.’

“BAHA’t SCRIPTURES—‘The es-
sence of all religions 1s the love of
God, and it is the foundation of all
the sacred teachings.””

These Scriptures also unite upon
a second fundamental—the worship
of one and the same God, although
calling Him by different names. They
all agree in ascribing to Him perfec-
tions beyvond the imaginings of man
and in placing Him above all else 1In
creation. The gods or 1dols of the
various religions are their heroes dei-
fied, and comparable to the prophets
and saints of Jew and Christian;
“God standeth in the congregation of
the mighty: He judgeth among the
oods. . . . I have said ye are
oods and all of you*children of the
Most High, but ve shall die lhike men

J'—Psa. 82; 1 and 7-8. Then
there 1s the instance of the Barba-
rians calling Paul a god when the
sting of the viper failed to harm him.
So 1t 1s evident that the plurality of
ogods among other religions does not
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militate against their acknowledg-
ment of One Unique and Supreme Be-
Ing, even as the belief in the proph-
ets and saints and in the doctrine of
the Trinity does not contradict our
belief 1n the unity and singleness of
(zod.

The necessity of a mediator be-
tween God and Man—a manifestor of
Divinity—i1s a third fundamental
teaching of all the divine religions.
Just as 1n the several realms of na-
ture, the lower forms cannot compre-
hend the higher, so is it with man
and God. The mineral has no way of
grasping the power of the senses pos-
sessed by the animal: the anitmal has
no means of understanding man’s ca-
pacity for abstract reasoning. So
man, creationally, 1s Incapable of com-
prehending the Maker of this limit-
less universe. For this reason God
has provided Manifestations of Him-
self, who appear in human form.
Wherever any true knowledge of God
has existed throughout all ages, there
will be found traces of some mighty
Revelator.

The Torah elucidates the station
of Moses 1n this wise: “He (Aaron)
shall be to thee instead of a mouth,
and thou shalt be to him instead of
(zod.”

In the Gospels 1t is said of Jesus
the Christ: “No man hath at any
time seen God: The only begotten
Son which 1s 1n the Bosom of the
Father, he hath declared Him.”

The Koran explains the manifesta-
tion of God thus: “It is not for man
that God should speak with him but
by wvision or from behind a veil, or
He sendeth a Messenger to reveal by
His permission what He willeth.”

It 1s impossible to conceive of God
manifesting Himself through any but
perfect Messengers. These Manifes-
tations fully express the perfections
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of God: “For instance, their knowl-
edge expresses His knowledge, their
power, His power, their dominion, His
dominion. Therefore it 1s said:
‘There is no difference between Thee
and them except that they are Thy
creatures.” ’—Baha’i Scriptures.

The inconsistent teachings and im-
perfections attributed to some of
these Manifestations may be explain-
ed in several ways. They may be due
to ilnadequate and prejudicial histori-
cal accounts, or to Interpretations
limited by the immaturity of the age
in which they appeared, or, again, to
fallure to distinguish between the
eternal and fundamental teachings,
common to all, and the temporary,
non-essential ordinances which varied
according to the exigencles of the
times. The eye of reality sees all
these mighty Revealers of Religion
as coming from one God, bearing one
command, each confirming the teach-
ings and authority of His predeces-
sors and pointing to One who should
come after Him, renewing the same
eternal revelation, but in terms of
the future age.

History 1s replete with further
proofs of the unity of the Manifes-
tations of God. Each of these unique
Beings appeared when the world was
so deeply submerged in materialism
that neither the wisdom of the wise
nor the strength of the mighty could
revivify it. Each, without human
ald, established His cause in the face
of bitter opposition and persecution.
Baha’u’llah says of these Manifesta-
tions: ‘““No one (else) hath the cour-
age to appear in the world with that
manner of servitude,” Each was so
imbued with the power of the Holy
Spirit—that mightiest eneregy in the
universe—that thousands joyfully ac-
cepted His teachings in spite of per-

secutions and martyrdom. Each
planted a seed which developed into
a mighty civilization.

With the brilliant Hebrew civiliza-
tion, based upon the teachings of
Moses, we are familiar, though not to

‘the extent of recognizing it as the

probable source of inspiration for
such Greek philosophers as Empedo-
cles, Pythagoras and Socrates. The
influence on none other of His time
1s comparable to that of Jesus Christ.
Where the political machinery of a
despotic world failed, He united
Greeks and Romans, Egyptians and
Assyrians, Chaldeans and Phoeni-
cians through a divine power, and
laid the foundations of the Christian
civillization.  Progressive, scientific
historians, such as Prof. T. W. Ar-
nold, are now calling attention to the
influence of Muhammad. No earlier
religion and no law had been able to
reach the savages Arabs to whom he
appeared. They were in constant

- warfare with each other and were

more cruel than the Apaches, even
burying thelr daughters alive. Mu-
hammad united these tribes through
a spiritual power; he welded them
into a mighty nation which arose to
the pinnacle of culture. They ad-
vanced In arts and sciences, and ex-
tended thelr dominion as far west as
Spain and Andalusia, founding those
oreat universities which were the il-
lumination of the world during the
Dark Ages. It was the contact of
the Crusaders with this brilliant Sar-
acen civilization which led to the re-
vival of Greek learning and the Re-
naissance throughout the Christian
world. Thus have the fountain-heads
of wisdom and civilization been these
Manifestations of the will of God.
“The 1nner significances and mys-
teries of their wisdom became diver-
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sified according to the differences of
vision and reasoning power of the
peoples of each era.”

Religion is mostly defined as the at-
titude of man toward God reflected in
man’s attitude toward his fellow-
beings. The standard for this reflect-
ed attitude, the Christian calls the
Golden Rule. Let the Golden Rule
constitute the fourth fundamental by
which to test the spiritual quality of
all the world religions, Jesus Christ’s
version serving as the criterion:

“All things therefore whatsoever
ve would that men should do unto
you, even so do ye unto them; for this
1s the law and the prophets.”

In perhaps the oldest book in the
world, the instructions of Ptah Hotep
in Egypt 5,500 years ago, 3,550 B. C.
—“If thou be among people make for
thyself love the beginning and end
of the heart.” _

An Egyptian ‘“vale” to the dead,
1,600 B. C.—‘He sought for others
the good he desired for himself. Let
him pass on.”

Agaln many centuries Dbefore
Christ, when the Hindu Kingdoms
were belng established along the
Ganges, it was written: “The true
rule of business is to guard and do
by the things of others as they do by
thelr own.”

In China, 600 years before Christ,
Laotze wrote: “Requite injury with
kindness.” “To the not good I would
be good in order to make them good.”

Confucius advised: “What you
would not wish done to yourself, do
not unto others.”

In the law of Moses it was written:
““Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self.”

The Greeks in 1070 B. C. came yet
nearer the wording of Jesus with:
“Do not that to thy neighbor which
thee would take ill from him.”
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At the first Buddhistie Council 1n
477 B. C.-—“One should seek for oth-
ers the happiness one desires for one-
self.”

The Zoroastrian precept found by
Alexander the Great in Persia in 334
B. C.—*Do as you would be done by.”

Again the Koran instructs: ‘‘Let
none of you treat his brother in a
way he himself would dislike to be
treated.”

Finally, in this day 1s added an-
other 1instruction 1in the Revelation of
Baha’v’lldah: “O Son of Man; Wert
thou to observe Mercy, thou wouldst
not regard thine own interest, but the
interest of mankind. Wert thou to
observe Justice, choose thou for oth-
ers what thou choosest for thyself.”

Practice of the Golden Rule implies
the possession of such other funda-
mental spiritual virtues as the Gos-
pels commend. These are advocated
in all the world Scriptures. The 1m-
mortality of the soul 1s taught by all.
Even the symbolism of prophecy 1s
the same throughout. This fact has
influenced Christian apologists to as-
sume that parts of the Koran were
virtually copied from the Old Testa-
ment and Gospels. But when priests
of the ancient Parsee faith claim
that the whole Bible is based upon
their still older Seriptures, and when
an anclent Egyptian hymn 1s an exact
counterpart of the 104th Psalm, then
the more accurate and adequate ex-
planation lies 1n acknowledging the
fundamental oneness of all religions.

Again this theory is proved most
convincingly by Egyptian archeolo-
o1sts bringing to light the religion
of the “Aton,” which in its purity an-
tedates Moses by some considerable
period of time. Mr. Arthur Weigall,
who seems unaware of the unity of
all the world faiths, testifies most elo-
quently to that fact in a quotation



M = o P it
‘mmﬁn_#."wm_‘wm

22 THE BAHA’'l MAGAZINE

from his volume: ‘“The Life and
Times of Akhnaton.”:

“Like a flash of blinding light in
the night time, the ‘Aton’ stands out
for a moment amid the black of Egyp-
tian darkness and disappears once
more—the first signal to this world
of the future Religion of the West.
No man whose mind is free from
prejudice will fail to see a far closer
resemblance to the teachings of
Christ in the religion of the ‘Aton’
than in that of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. The faith of the Patriarchs
13 the lineal ancestor of Christianity,
but the creed of the ‘Aton’ is its iso-
lated prototype. One might believe
that Almighty God had for a moment
revealed Himself to Egypt and had
been more clearly, though more mo-
mentarily interpreted than ever He
was 1n Syria or Palestine before the
time of Christ.”

Further proofs and evidences of
the fundamental oneness of religions
are available to the student, but
enough have been produced to estab-
lish this point beyond the peradven-
ture of a doubt. The varicus Serip-
tures themselves proclaim it; they all
extoll the one God, Who reveals Him-
self to mankind from age to age in
mighty human temples, and the fun-
damental standards of spiritual living
are one and the same.

The far-reaching implications of
the oneness of religions are of vital

import to mankind. They point the
way to the solution of the most per-
plexing problems of this age. The
brotherhood of man upon a non-spir-
1tual foundation is being demonstrat-
ed as impossible; but it follows as a
simple and logical consequence, once
the unity of religions is established.
Within such a theory of brotherhood
lies the solution of the economie
problem, now of universal propor-
tions and the fruitful cause of inter-
nal and international strife. Reali-
zation of spiritual oneness involves
the complete eradication of the prej-
udices so destructive to the happiness
of the world. Through this power,
universal peace is possible of achieve-
ment; without it, Insuperable ob-
stacles continue to appear. An ap-
preciation of this law of unity will see
science and religion as complemen-
tary aspects of God’s revelation to
man, thus disposing of ancther for-
midable problem.

Religion then, in reality, will be-
come the cause of love and unity and
humanity will be ushered into an era
of peace and goodwill, fulfilling the
expectations of the seers of old. It
is the unique function of Baha’u’llah,
founder of the Baha’i Movement, not
only to proclaim this vital message,
but to bring to mankind that spirit-
ual energy necessary to translate
these clowing ideals into realities.

TO MAN, the Essence of God is incomprehensible, so also are t}_le
worlds beyond this and their condition. It is given fo man to obtain
knowledge, to attain great spiritual perfection, to dlscgver hidden
truths and to manifest even the attributes of God; but still man can-
not comprehend the essence of God. Where the ever W1g1en1ng' circle
of man’s knowledge meets the spiritual world a Manifestation of

God 1s sent to mirror forth His splendor.

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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THE DAY OF THE MANIFESTATION

The word “Day’” in such phrases as “Day of God” and *“Last
Day” is interpreted as meaning ‘“Dispensation”. Each of the
great religion-founders has his “Day.” Each is like a sur. His
teachings have thelir dawn, thelr truth gradually illumines more
and more the minds and hearts of the people until they attain
the zenith of their influence. Then they gradually become ob-
scured, misrepresented and corrupted, and darkness overshad-
ows the earth until the sun of a new day arises. The day of the
Supreme Manifestation of God is the Last Day, because it is a
day that shall never end, and shall not be overtaken by night.
His sun shall never set, but shall illumine the souls of men both
in this world and in the world to come. In reality none of the
spiritual suns ever set. The suns of Moses, of Christ, of Muham-
mad, and all the other prophets are still shining in Heaven

with undiminished lustre. But earth-born clouds have concealed

their radiance from the people of the earth. The Supreme Sun
of Baha’v’llah will finally disperse these dark clouds, so that
the people of all religions will rejoice in the light of all the
prophets, and with one accord worship the one God whose light

all the prophets have mirrored forth.

Dr. J. E. Esslemont
In “Baha’u’llah and the New Era.”

23



24 THE BAHA'L

MAGAZINE

EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS

MARIAM HANEY

“In this world we judge a cause or move-
ment by its nrogress and development.
Some movements appear, manifest a brief
period of activity, then discontinue. Others
show forth a greater measure of growth
and strength, but before attaining mature
developnent, weaken, disintegrate, and are
lost 1n oblivion. Neither of these mentioned
are progressive and permanent.

“There 1s still another kind of movement
or cause which from a very small tncon-
spreuous beginning, goes forward with sure
and steady progress, gradually broadening
and widening vntil it has assumed universal
dimensions. The Bahda’t Movement 18 of
this nature. For wnstance. when Bahd'u’l-
lah was exiled from Persia with 'Abdu’l-
Bahda and the rest of his famzaly, they trav-
eled the long road from Tihran to Baohdad,
passing through many towns and villages.

During the whole of that journey and dis-

tance they did not meet a single believer wn
the Cause for which they had been ban-
ished. At that tinme very little was known
about it in any wvart of the world. FEwven
in Baghdad there was but one believer who
had been taught by Bahad’u'llah himself in
Persia. Later on two or three others ap-
neared. You will see therefore that at the
beginning, the cause of Bahd'uw'llah was al-
most unknown, but on account of beng «
divine movement it grew and develoved with
irreststible sprritual power until i this day
wherever wyou travel east or west and n
whatever country you journey you will meect
Baha’i Assemblies and institutions. This 18
an evidence that the Bahd'is are spreading
the blessings of unmity and wvrogressive de-
velopment throuohout the world under the
direction of divine guidance and purpose.”
"Abduw’ l-Baha.

From near and far there comes
news of the spread of the Bahi’i
Cause and its dynamic teachings.
How the world 1s ready for the di-
vine plan of Baha'u’llah! How it
loves to learn of the life of ’Abdu’l-
Bah4! | -

After the great war one realized
that the world had developad a cer-
tain degree of capacity to receive the
teachings of God. We know that the
divine bounty is always “moving and
circulating” and will surely become

effective wherever there is capacity

'y

to receive it. In this radiant century
the circle of unity has been and is
being constantly widened, for God
has sent His Divine Shepherd to
gather dispersed humanity into one
fold, into one all-embracing brother-
hood. A new day has dawned upon
the world, and the suminons to peace,
unity and love is resounding in all
corners of the world, carrying the
message of the new springtime to
hungry hearts, the season when re-
vivification takes place through the
inspired Word «f God, when hatred
and animosity of all kinds begin to
disappear and all things are renewed.
“Old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.”

Through the assistance of Giod the
Baha’i Cause is progressing, and as
evidence of that progression a few
brief items have been culled from
many inspiring stories.

Miss Martha Root, a journalist by
profession, Baha’it traveling teacher
end lecturer, whese goings and com-
ings and services have been so often
referred to 1n this'magazine, has been
in Central Liurope for the past few
mcnihs. It 1s interesting to note that
her knowledge of Esperanto, the uni-
versal auxiliary language, has been
of great value, for she has used this
language exclusively at many impor-
tant lectures, especially those given
under the auspices of the Esperanto
Socleties.

ZURICH, the largest city in Swit-
zerland and one of the largest in Eu-
rope, gave Miss Root a hearty wel-
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come. Her lectures on ‘“The Baha'i
Movement for World Peace,” and
“The Baha’i Principles,” were given
in Esperanto and translated into
German. The Kaiser Karl der
Grosse hall where the lectures were
held was the scene of a new brother-
hood as the large and deeply 1nterest-
ed audiences gave ample evidence of
their approval of the universality of
the Baha’i Teachings.

Miss Root stressed the perfect way
in which the lectures were arranged,
and the “attar-of-rose’” spirit of the
fine Baha’i souls in that city. It
makes one assured that they are
equipped to give their city the
thought and new teaching which
shall transform it into a new spir-
itual rose-garden. “Esperanto will
be a marvelous help to boys and girls,
who expect to become Baha’i world
teachers,” said Miss Root. She 1s
anxious to have the young people
realize how important 1t 1s to be
equipped and prepared along all lines
to go forth to active service.

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA. 1In
Stuttgart Miss Root was quite at
home among the enthusiastic believ-
ers in the Baha’i Faith. She feels
that perhaps next fto the United
States, Germany has made more dis-
tinctive and noteworthy progress in
promoting all Baha’i activities than
any other country during the twenty-
two vears since the Baha’i message
was first heralded there by Dr. Ed-
win Fisher, an American. In Stutt-
gart or immediate environs, there is
a Baha'i meeting every night in the
week ; there are Baha'i study classes
for the voung and all ages:; the chil-
dren, generally speaking, are learn-
ing Esperanto, and many speak this
language fluently; they have a na-

tional Baha’i magazine, called the
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“Sun of Truth,’ ’edited by Frau Con-
sul Schwarz, in which articles are
published in German, English and
Esperanto; they have translated
more than nineteen Baha'i books into
German; they have also a National
Baha’t Spiritual Assembly. Miss
Root has seen on all sides the fruits
of ’Abdu’l-Baha’s visit to Stuttgart
in 1913. “A great many people,” she
writes, ‘“have come 1nto the Baha'i
Cause—people with very diverse,

MR. WILHELM HERRIGEL
A Bahd't of Stuttgart, who has served
the Cause there many years.

rare and great gifts.” Stuttgart,
Esslingen, Frankfort, KXKarlsruhe,
Heilbroon—are some of the centers
in South Germany where Miss Root
found most advanced Baha’is, where
the Baha’i Cause 1s making marked
progress, and where the great Baha’i
principles are being accepted and
lived. Reviewing the visit to Stutt-
gart and each of the seven cities vis-
ited one 1s impressed with the num-
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ber of public lectures on the Baha'i
teachings which Miss Root gave both
in English and Esperanto, translated
into German:; one’s attention i1s hke-
wise constantly drawn to the great
capacity and the deep spirituality
which the German people manifest.

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. Miss
Root writes from this city: “I do
not know one soul in Hungary or
speak the language, but I am happy
to be here.” She remained there
four weeks, during which time she
met many of the advanced thinkers
and scholars who became 1nterested
in the Baha'i Teachings, and who rec-
ognized in them the solvent for the
manifold problems and complexities
of the old order of things. Perhaps
one of the most interesting stories of
the many which Miss Root has writ-
~ten about 1s the one of Franz Pollin-
ger, a wonderful Baha’i there, who 1s
very poor and almost blind. He
prayed that he might be able to read
the Baha’t Teachings; no oculist
could make glasses for him. On the
shore of a river, he found a discarded
bulb from a pocket searchlight. He
discovered that through its curved
surface he could see to read, he him-
self fastened it into one side of spec-
tacle rims, and with that he reads
and works! There 1s a group of ear-
nest Baha’is in Vienna, all in perfect
love and unity and all taught and
gathered together by Franz.

Miss Root was busy every minute
of her stay 1n that city. She spoke
before the Theosophical Society, the
Esperanto Clubs, New Vienna Wom-
an’s Club, the League for Peace and
Frecedom and other organizations—
not once, but many times. Also there
was opportunity for service to many
private groups in homes and many
personal interviews were arranged.

“Abdu’l-Bahd showered such Ilove
upon Vienna,” Miss Root writes,
“and he said nothing could relieve
Austria from her sorrow, grief, de-

pression and disappointment except
the Divine Glad-tidings.”

SOUTH AFRICA: Miss Fanny
Knobloch and Mrs. Pauline Hannen
(sisters), from Washington, D. C.,
have been for a long time in Cape
Town, Pretoria and other places in
S. Africa, serving the Baha’i Cause,
and spreading the message which
brings peace and happiness to the
children of men. They have given
freely of their resources along all
lines, and with the element of sacri-
fice so manifestly entering into their
efforts, one notes, likewise, how those
who have joined the Baha’i ranks
through thelr assistance, have be-
come strongly allied with all i1ts in-
terests and are prepared to sacrifice
for “The Great Guidance.” The new

friends in S. Africa have grasped the
significance of the Baha'l religion and
“every one feels the spirit of love and
unity which prevails among them.”
The experiences of these two Ba-
ha’i teachers in talking at public and
private meetings to those interested
In progressive ideals—for the most
part the English speaking people—-
would make an interesting volume,
but the following story carries a pic-
turesqueness and appeal which makes
it rather distinctive. It is about
their visit to the Orange Free State
and their spending three weeks on a
Boer farm “miles and miles from
anywhere,” as they say in that part
of the world. The farm consists of
two thousand acres of producing
land—ninety natives of the Basutos
type being employed on the place.
The Basutos rank next to the Zulus
as the highest types among natives of
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A small group of Bahd'is in Ismailia, Egypt, showing, us in the case of other published

photographs, how the Bahd'i teachings unite all peoples.

The Bahd’t Cause 1s spread-

g in. Egypt, and it is one of the nine countries which have thus far established «

National Baha't Spirittual Assenivly.

S. Africa. They live in round huts
built of mud and stones with
thatched roof, and everything in and
about each hut 1s noticeably spotless-
ly clean and very neat. Thelr entire
food consists of a corn meal mush
made so thick that each child is given
a chunk which they eat as one would
eat an apple. The grown-ups have
the same “menu.” The owner of the
farm and his wife are delightfully
English, and their attractive home is
kept scrupulously clean by three na-
tive servants.

Carrying the Light of this New
Day to that far corner of the world
brought great joy and refreshment to
the Baha’i teachers. The seeds of
Truth planted there will have far-

reaching results which no one at this
time can fully measure.

In S. Africa as e sewhere. all over
the world, there seem to be prepared
souls who are just waiting for the
message and religion of today, thus
they become interested in the Baha’i
teachings, which are at once recog-
nized as the all-embracing message
which has brought life and light and
love to the countless souls now num-
bered among its adherents all over
the world.

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: A Ba-
ha’i living in Cebu, P. 1., writes about
the interesting lectures of traveling
Baha'l teachers who have visited the

Islands, like Miss Martha Root of the
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United States and Mr. Siegfried
Schopflocher of Canada. Thelr lec-
tures were published in the Manila

and Cebu papers and were thus giv-

en wide publicity. He suggests that
all Baha’i teachers en route to the
East should pass through the Philip-
pine Islands, and especially those
who speak Spanish as well as Eng-
lish. It is especially important for
Baha’is to keep in touch with the peo-
ple of that land who are students in
America, or otherwise are residents
here, so that they may return to their
homes informed and equipped to
teach the Baha’i Cause, for the Fili-
pinos are ready with an open heart
and mind to embrace the Baha’i
teaching of love and unity. One Fili-
pino friend who spent some time in
this country has recently returned to
his home aglow with the teachings of
real brotherhood which he received
from friends 1n San Francisco, and
he 1s eager for every one to learn of
the Baha’lt Cause. He is full of grat-
1itude to those who have guided him
to the path of Truth and is filled with
a burning desire to study the teach-
ings deeply and to spread them
among his people. He writes how he
has been thoroughly convinced that
the Baha’i Teaching is the Power
needed today to bring the different
peoples of the world to a common un-
derstanding and unite them as one
family recognizing ‘“the world as one
home.”

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS: Miss Ag-
nes Alexander, so well known for her
distinctive Baha’i services in Japan,
China, Korea and other places, and
now residing in Honolulu, has re-
cently been, by invitation, to the Is-
land of Kauai to speak on ‘“The Ba-
ha’t Movement.” It is particularly

»,yr

inspiring to proclaim the Baha’;

Teachings for world brotherhood in
such places, as so many different na-
tionalities are always represented in
the audiences. It is interesting to
note that Miss Alexander’s grand-
father started a mission on this very
1sland many years ago.

INDIA: Mrs. Inez Cook, of New
York, has recently related some of
her experiences among the Bahé’is in
India during her visit there some few
months ago. Fortunately for Mrs.
Cook and her family, they arrived in
Bombay just about the time prepa-
rations were being made for the
Fifth All-India Baha’i Convention,
which made it possible for them to
meet a very large number of friends
who gather at that time from all sec-
tions of the country, and even Bur-
ma and Ceylon are represented. Mrs.
Cook’s observations are worthy of
record in detail, but space permits us
only a brief of her varied and de-
lightfully spiritual experiences. She
states:

“We found the friends in a whirl-
wind-atmosphere of enthusiasm, serv-
ice and activity, preparing for the
coming Convention. It was conta-
gious and enviable; every one was
doing something, and in a “snappy’
American-sort of way which made me
rub my eyes and wonder where was
the languor of the East! . . . Mrs.
Stannard was applying her usual ex-
ecutive ability and had as her co-
worker that most remarkable Baha’i,
Shirin Irani (who is now Mrs. Foud-
jar, having recently married), a girl
of nineteen. She was of the new day
and had put aside her veil; this gave
her liberty to appear before public
meetings, which she addressed in the
most fluent and eloquent English. . .
Our time 1In India (less than four
weeks from coast to coast) was so



THE

short that we could not remain for
the Convention, some ten or twelve
days later, but we had seen the
friends and that was the most beau-
tiful thing.

“We left Bombay the day after
Christmas. Through some mistake
the friends who were able to see us
off had gone to the wrong station
first, and only arrived a few minutes
before our train pulled out. How-
ever, it was sufficient time in which
to place about the neck of each of us
a fragrant garland of flowers and a
paper-frilled bouquet in our hands.
Whether it was the Baha’it spirit de-
veloped in full, or the inherent calm
of the East, I cannot say, but their
long wait in the midday heat had not
erased one smile, nor curdled the milk
of human kindness in one breast. We
hurried into our huge compartment,
followed by ringing Baha’i farewells

. . and settled ourselves in a veri-
table bower of flowers to live over
again the past few days.”

Mrs. Cook further relates their ex-
periences in Calcutta, about a visit
with the Editor of one of the daily
newspapers, a man who loves 'Ab-
du’l-Baha and his teachings; and how
he assured them that he would serve
the Baha’i Cause whenever possible
through his paper. Shortly after-
wards he published 1n full Mrs.
Cook’s letter describing the Baha’i
village of Kunjangun, Burma.

How much the whole world 1s in
need of the Baha’i Teachings, and
how great is the need 1n India for its
powerful unifying quality, to bring
into unity that vast throng so divided
by cast and creed and prejudice.

SWEDEN: Mr. and Mrs. August
Rudd, formerly residents of Kenosha,
Wisconsin, have been rendering pio-
neer services in Boviken and other
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cities in Sweden and Norway. These
teachers, together with Mrs. Louilse
Erickson of Brooklyn, N. Y., who has
spent much time in Sweden, and who
even while in this country constantly
assists the work of the Baha’i Cause
in her native land across the sea, have
given of their time, effort and all of
their resources in ardent devotion to
’Abdu’l’Baha and the divine plan of
teaching which he gave to the world.
They have not only lived and worked
in the large centers of population, but
during summer vacations always go

MRS. ANNA RUDD

pioneer server in the Bahd’i
Cause in Sweden,

A noted

by automobile for long teaching tours
through the country.

The people of these far northern
climes are always much attracted to
the Baha’i Teachings for world unity,
and when they are awakened, they
become very strong adherents of the
Faith. They say with one accord,
“T'he teachings and Principles of the
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Baha’t Cause are so high and noble,
so pure and holy, that we cannot do
anything else but work and spread
them, and you can count on us as co-
workers.”

Mrs. Rudd has translated many
leaflets on the Bah&’i Teachings into
the Swedish language for general dis-
tribution and they have been widely
spread. Also she has translated the
two most 1important books of Dr. Es-
slemont, namely, “Baha’u’lldah and
the New Era”, and “Baha’v’llah and
His Message.”

As 1n other countries, the Esper-
anto groups, Theosophical Societies
and other organizations are very
much 1nterested in the Baha’i Teach-
1ngs, and likewise the newspapers of
the country have willingly accepted
articles on the rise and spread of the
movement.

Shoghil Effendi, Guardian of the
Baha’i Cause, in one of his wonderful
letters to the teachers in Sweden,
sald:  “Your letters testify so elo-
quently and powerfully of the dy-
namic all-conquering spirit of Ba-
ha'u’'llah  working so astonishingly
through both of you. . . .”

A WESTERN PILGRIMAGE: It
1s not the purpose of this short com-
pilation to record those vital and im-
portant and stirring events which are
daily taking place in the large Ba-
ha’t Assemblies throughout America
and the world ; but only to make this
“little journey’” among the friends in
foreign lands show, also, how the
leaven 1s working in the smaller
towns and villages here and else-
where. Therefore let us brief an ac-
count of an interesting Unity Feast
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
John D. Bosch in the far distant lit-
tle town of Geyserville, Calif., a sig-
nificant event because of spiritual
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values and because there were gath-
ered 1n this assemblage many from
different and far removed cities. It
has been referred to as, “A Western
Pilgrimage,” and thus we believe it
shall always be known.

The following excerpt from the in-
teresting account of Miss Marion
Carpenter conveys that spirit of one-
ness which makes every Baha’i meet-
1ng vibrate with life, the life of the
spirit: |

“A beautiful old spruce tree was
dedicated at Geyserville. . . . as a
place of pilgrimage, rest and happi-
ness for the Bahd’is of the world.
Under the cool shade of this big
tree—the symbol of the Bahi'i
world family-—many friends gath-
ered from San Francisco, Qakland.
Berkeley, Sacramento, Stockton,
Santa Rosa, Geyserville, Stanford,
Los Angeles, Portland, Houston,
Honolulu, England and Australia,
and young people from at least five
different colleges and universities.
. . . The tree was large enough to
cover all the people brought together
from more points of view than even
the Cities. And so strong was the
spirit which united them that each
soul felt the literal and symbolic
meaning of the verse: “Ye are all
the leaves of one tree.”

It 1s particularly gratifying to note
the deep interest of the college stu-
dents, young men and women of out-
standing capacity who are analyzing
the differences between material and
divine civilization and who see the
necessity for making the divine edu-
catlion paramount.

A Unity Feast among Bahi’is
always means both a material and
spiritual IFeast, and on this ocecasion
the talks and responses particularly
expressed the deep gratitude in every
heart for the bonds of affection
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Baha’ts assembled for a Unity Feast at the home of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Bosch, at
Geyserville, California.

founded upon the heavenly bounty of
Baha’u’illah which made the group
seem as one family. One of the
friends told of notable outdoor feasts
which he had enjoyed iIn foreign
countries, particularly one in Ger-
many where just such a spirit was
manifested as at this Feast at Gey-
serville.

“The train back to San Francisco,”
writes Miss Carpenter, “seemed stuf-
fy enough after this refreshing and
exhilarating day with the friends of
God in one of the most picturesque
and quiet spots 1n the West, a place
which will surely become a shelter for
pilgrims from all the world.”

We could continue recording news
1tems of deep interest showing how
the Word of Baha'u’llah 1s really ac-
complishing; how 1t is establishing
an 1deal brotherhood on the only firm
foundation—the teachings of the
New Day—the teachings which work

with such fresh and mighty potency;

but those closely in touch with the
onward march of events, realize that
the spirit of God 1s powerfully pene-
trating the hearts and that these

newly-awakened hearts are filled
with the longing to reach out to all
other hearts in a sacrificial, Imper-
sonal, universal love which will even-
tually lift the whole world into the
ideal civilization. The Manifestation
of God 1n each age, through his au-
thoritative Word, takes the 1gnorant,
worldly-minded, widely separated
peoples of the world and transforms
them into a new people manifesting
in their lives the efficacy of his teach-
ings. Kach friend in joining the Ba-
ha’t Cause becomes through its cre-
ative teachings “a cause of unity and
center of accord.” Kach realizes that
““the supreme love and unity is wit-
nessed in the Divine Manifestations.
Among them unity 1s 1ndissoluble,
changeless, eternal and everlasting:”
and ‘“each of them holds to the sol-
darity of mankind and promotes the
unity of human hearts.” _
And so the Baha’i friends through-
out the world are striving to mani-
fest 1n their lives this indissoluble
bond of unity, for ‘“the true divine re-
ligion 1s the most perfect cause of
friendship and union in the world.”
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ESPERANTO

THE UNIVERSAL AUXILIARY LANGUAGE

“The greatest working basis for
bringing about unity and harmony
among the nations is the teaching of
a universal tongue. Writing on this
subject fifty (now over sixty) years
ago, His Holiness Baha’u’llah said
that complete union between the va-
rious sections of the world would be
an unrealized dream as long as an
international language was not es-
tablished.”

“Today the greatest need of the
world of humanity is discontinuance
of the existing misunderstandings
among nations. This can be accom-
plished through the unity of language.
Unless the unity of languages is re-
alized, the ‘Most Great Peace’ and the
oneness of the human world cannot
be effectively organized and estab-
lished ; because the function of langu-
age 18 to portray the mysteries and
secrets of human hearts. The heart
i1s like a box and language is the key.
We can open the box only by using
the key, and observe the gems it con-
tains. Therefore the question of an
auxiliary international tongue has the
utmost i1mportance. Through this
means, International education and
training become possible; the evi-
dence and history of the past can be
acqulired. The spread of the known
facts of the human world depends
upon language. The explanation of
divine teachings can only be through
this medium. As long as diversity of
tongues and lack of comprehension of
other languages continue, these glori-
ous aims cannot be realized. There-
fore the very first service to the world
of man 1s to establish this auxiliary
international means of communica-

tion.
’Abdu’l-Baha

LA TUTMONDA HELPANTA LINGVO

La plej bona praktika bazo por
efektivigi unecon kaj harmonion in-
ter la nacioj estas la instruado pri
tutmonda lingvo. Skribante pri tiu-
¢i temo antau kvindek (nun pli ol
sesdek) jJaroj, Lia Sankta Mosto,
Baha’u’llah, diris, ke kompleta uneco
inter la diversaj partoj de la mondo
estos ne-efektivigita songo, dum ke
internacia lingvo ne estos establita.

Hodiau la ple] grava bezono de la
mondo homara estas c¢esigo de la
ekzistanta] malkomprenigoj inter
nacioj. Tion-¢1 oni povas elfari per
lingva uneco. Se la unigo de lingvoj
ne estos efektivigita, la ‘“Plej Granda
Paco” kaj la uneco de la mondo
homara ne povos estl praktike or-
ganizita] kaj fonditaj; car la ofico
de lingvo estas aperigi la misterojn
ka] sekretojn de homaj koroj. La
koro similas keston, kaj lingvo estas
la Slosilo. Oni povas malfermi la
keston nur per la uzo de S§losilo, kaj
vidi la gemojn, kiujn &1 enhavas. Pro
tio, la temo de helpanta internacia
lingvo enhavas la plejan gravecon.
Pere de tio-€i., internaciaj edukado
kaj kulturigo praktikigos; la atesta-
joj kaj historio de la estinto povos
esti akeritaj. La dissemado de la
sclata] fakto] de la mondo homara
sin apogas sur lingvo. La klarigo de
diecaj doktrinoj povas estl nur per
tiu-¢i ilo. Tiel longe kiel dauros
diverseco de lingvoj ka] manko de
komprenigo de aliaj lingvoj, tiuj-€i
gloraj celoj ne povos esti efektivigi-
taj. Pro tio, la plej frua servajo al
la mondo homara estas fondi tiun-Ci
helpantan internacian interkomuni-

kilon.
’Abdu’l-Baha

Pronunciation—Vowels: a as in father; e as in obey; t© as in machine;
ai like ow in how; o as in hope; u like oo in ¢ool. Consonants: c¢ like ts In
cats; é like ch in chat; g as in go; ¢ like g in gem; h like German ch 1n
ach; 7 like ¥ in 70y, or in yet; 7 like 2z 1n azure; § as in sure. Other conso-
nants are pronounced as in English. The accent is on the next to the last

syllable.

(“La Nova Tago’” an International Baha’i

Esperanto Magazine i1s published by the

Esperanto Committee of the Baha’i Movement of Hamburg. Address is Octaviostrasse

21, Wandsbek, Germany.) -
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HE LORD of mankind has caused
Y His holy divine Manifestations to
come into the world. He has re-
vealed His heavenly books in order
to establish spiritual brotherhood, and
through the power of the Holy Spirit has
made it practicable for perfect fraternity to
be realized among mankind. And when
through the breaths of the Holy Spirit this
perfect fraternity and agreement are estab-
lished amongst men, this brotherhood and
love being spiritual in character, this loving
kindness being heavenly, these constraining
bonds being divine, a unity appears which is
indissoluble, unchanging and never subject
to transformation. It is ever the same and
will forever remain the same . ... Without
this influence and animus it is impossible.
We may be able to realize some degrees of
fraternity through other motives but these
are limited associations and subject to change.
When human brotherhood is founded upon
the Holy Spirit, it is eternal, changeless,
unlimited.

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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“It is evident that the holy Manifestations and divine Dawning-
points are necessary, for these blessed and glorious souls are the fore-
most teachers and educators of mankind, and all human souls are
developed through them by the bounty of the Holy Spirit of God.”

*Abdu’l-Baha.

WHAT IS the greatest task in the
world, the undertaking of which in-
vites ignominy, persecution, perhaps
martyrdom; and the full achieve-
ment of which takes not years but
centuries, nay, millenniums? It is
the task of instituting a reform in
religion; or even more gigantic, of
founding a new religion. The task
of all reformers is heavy. Men do
not like to be reformed. But the
task of religious reformers calls for
superhuman power, because the re-
form they ask for is that of the very
soul of man. And all the evil in
man, all his spiritual indolence, all
his pleasure-seeking habits, ery out
in alarm at the thought of radical
reform.

To the work of the founder of a
new religion is added one more ob-
stacle, almost insuperable—the ne-
cesgity of inducing in his fellowmen
the acceptance of his claim to be act-
ing under the special guidance of God
and to be revealing truths not of hu-
man concept but of Divine commu-
nication. But unless this claim is
made and accepted, there can be no
stamp of authenticity and hence no
authoritative influence. For the dif-
ference between religion and philoso-

phy is that one is God’s thoughts for

us, while the other is merely man’s

ratiocinations. Religion is not one of'

the outgrowths of human intelli-

gence, one of the products of civili-
zation, but the result of a message
from the All-Powerful, the Director
of earth’s destinies—a Message sent
to enlighten mankind and to bring
to the world the highest civilization
of which it is capable.

BUT WHO will be the bearer of
the Message? Who will venture to
stand up before his fellowmen and
claim in all seriousness to have for
them a Message from the Invisible?
And who will venture upon an er-
rand, as dangerous as that of bear-
ing ill news or criticism to tyrant,
namely, the errand of bearing to the
gsecular and spiritual authorities a
condemnation of their ways; an in-
vitation, an exhortation even, 1o
change to other ways and manners
more desired of God?

All the evil in evil men rises into
cruel anger at the public condemna-
tion of their sins; all the jealousy
in men crystallizes into bitter and sa-
tiric hatred at the claim of spiritual
greatness and leadership on the part
of one who, like themselves, walks
about on human feet, eats, drinks,
grows weary, sleeps, and lives ap-
parently the common lot of man,

Could God’s Messengers be but
arch-angels winging their radiant
way to earth in the blinding splen-
dor of a palpably loftier-than-human

35
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existence, and bearing with them in-
signia of power which could com-
mand immediate respect from awe-
struck and powerless humanity, then
would the founding of a new religion
be a task as ineffective for those
upon whom it was thus thrust, as it
would be magnificently thrilling for
those superior beings to whom dele-
gated.

NO, RELIGIONS do not and can
not come to man in such a way! Man
is not to be dazzled, swept off his
feet, coerced, as it were, into spir-
ituality. Rather the germ, the po-

tency of spirituality in him is to be

nurtured by the tenderest and gen-
tlest of humble devotion, sunned into
life by the warmth of selfless love,
and watered with the blood of mar-
tyrdom. This is what those under-
take who feel impelled to announce
themselves as called by God to spir-
itually educate and train mankind.
They know beforehand the depths to
which they must stoop in order to
lift mankind out of the morass of
his sinfulness. Only a superhuman
courage and a patience of that infin-
ite quality which carnal man knows
not can suffice.

Can we conceive what went on in
the soul of Muhammad Ali, the di-
vine youth of Persia, when he felt
himself called upon to preach to Per-
sia reform of the Islamic faith, and
to announce the coming of a great
Messenger who would bring: a Reve-
lation from Divinity for the estab-
lishment of a new and fairer world-
civilization? Grieved at the evils
which he saw in the Islamic church;
bitterly disappointed, when in the
oreat spiritual enthusiasm of youth
he made the pilgrimage to Karbila,
the sacred center and sanctuary of
Shiite Islam, only to find there, as
elsewhere, hypocrisy, self-seeking,
worldliness—he returned to Shiraz
kindled with the high resolve to
preach reform,

THIS INSPIRED youth, the Bab,
this blazing soul, swept like a confla-
gration through all Persia. The
greatest scholars and divines were
by him put to swift defeat and hu-
miliation in open debate, until none
would meet him publicly. The
leaders and the populace divided
into two groups-—those who were
great-souled enough to follow him,
and those who now began to hate
him with vitriolic hatred. The story
of his great spiritual achievements,
of his rapidly growing following, of
his imprisonment, and of his final
execution at Tabriz in 1852 is known
to all the world.

A similar destiny of persecution,
though fortunately without the de-
nouement of martyrdom, awaited Ba-
ha’uwlldh, the one whom the Bab had
foretold as the Messenger to follow
him, of whose Message he, the Bab,
was but the announcer. Baha'u’llih,
when he stepped forth, first publicly
accepting and promoting the religion
of the Bab, and then as the Messen-
ger of universal peace, universal re-
ligion, and the universal brotherhood
of man—saw forfeited his ancestral
estates, most ample in size and
value; and had his human station re-
duced from that of a nobleman of
leading and powerful family to that
of life-prisoner on a level with the
lowest criminal.

CARLYLE was one of the first to
point out the sincerity and actual
spiritual inspiration of the founders
of great religious movements. In his
“Heroes and Hero-worship” he com-
pletely demolished the theory that
these prophets, who sacrifice ail that
life holds for most men, are impos-
tors. The reality of the Message
which they bring, he claims, can bhe
tested by the sustained success and
value of the religion which they
found. A following can be gathered
and briefly held for any claim, but
the followers of false claims soon
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disperse; while the followers of real-
ity increase rapidly and in sustained
ratio, carrying the doctrines of their
dying Leader on to a world success
of centuries in duration.

Thus it may be accepted as a logi-
cal axiom, that the stamp of sincer-
ity of any claimant to a Divine Mes-
sage is his willingness to accept ig-
nominy, deprivation, persecution,
martyrdom; and that the stamp of
authenticity of such a claim is the
degree to which this claim later suc-
ceeds In registering itself upon the
consciousness of mankind.

Certainly the lives of the Bab, of
Baha’u’lléh, of *Abduw’l-Bahd demon-
strate their sincerity; for they will-
ingly gave up those prizes which for
most men constitute the aim and
value of earthly existence—security,
ease of livelihood, social position,
success in the world’s esteem. All
these things Baha’u’llah already pos-
sessed in the highest degree; and all
of them he renounced and forfeited
when he announced himself to be the
Messenger of God.

WHY DOES humanity pour out
its greatest hatred and punishments
upon those who bring a “message of
great joy” to earth? Is it thus ar-
ranged, in order that the lives of
these Messengers shall contain no
element of earthly grandeur, no
cause for suspicion, for envy?

From a career which might have
led him to be prime-minister to a
life lived ever under duress, at times
plunged into those revolting condi-
tions characteristic of 0Old World
dungeons—there can be no suspicion
of self-seeking here! Surely it was
for the sake of his Message that Ba-
ha’uv’llédh lived, not for his own sake!

Ag to the authenticity: Is it yet
too early to form judgment? What
evidence there is, thirty-four years
after his death, argues powerfully
in favor of the Reality of this Mes-
sage. Permeating every quarter of
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the globe, numbering its adherents
among every race and religion; unit-
ing in the closest love and unity Jews
and Christians, Muhammadans, Zo-
roastrians, Buddhists, men whom
hatred and racial and religious prej-
udice had separated; forming one
ardent brotherhood for the sake of
the world’s advancement into that
great world civilization proclaimed
by Bah&'u'llah—that ideal condition
of humanity which Christ called the
Kingdom of Heaven on earth—the
Message of Baha’u’llah has already
attained a world position which chal-
lenges the attention of the student
of religions.

Thus eliminating all subjective
appeal of the Bahd’i Message—its
logical and comprehensive platform
for world reform, its urge to spir-
itual living, its inspirative power,
and confining our judgment wholly
to the objective proofs now clearly
manifest, one may find just grounds
for feeling that here is a movement
destined to grow, to reach out in
ever widening circles, until it draws
within the ample circumference of
its appeal all of war-weary, hatred-
sick humanity.

IT IS DIFFICULT to make clear
to the mind of present-day man the
great truth that God can be known,
can be approached, only through IHis
Manifestations. We live in an ego-
centric age. Man disdains to believe
that the universe itself is not within
his power of grasp. He rejects the
medium of the Christ. -He would en-
ter the fold, not through the destined
Door. Thig attempt is a failure from
the start. For there is no approach
to God save through His Manifesta-
tions.

Thus we see the Manifestations of
God are the great educators and
trainers of mankind. They come that
man may have life and have it more
abundanftly.
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DIFFICULTIES IN THE PATH OF
PROPHETHOOD

FROM THE WRITINGS OF ’ABDU’L-BAHA

ALL THE PROPHETS OF GOD

were scorned and persecuted. Con-
sider His Holiness Moses. The peo-
ple called him a murderer. They

said, “You killed a man and fled
from punishment and retribution.
Is it possible, after your former
deeds, that you could become a
prophet 7’

Many similar experiences are re-
corded concerning the holy divine
messengers. How bitter and severe
was the persecution to which they
were subjected! Consider how they
endeavored to efface and belittle His
Holiness Christ. They placed upon
his head a crown of thorns and pa-
raded him through the streets and
bazaars in mockery, crying, ‘“Peace
be upon thee, thou king of the
Jews.” In brief, the persecutions
which His Holiness Christ suffered
during the time of his manifesta-
tion are mentioned in the books of
the old cycle, Jewish, Roman or
Greek. No praises were bestowed
upon him. The only recognition and
acceptance offered him was from his
believers and followers. Peter, for
instance, was one who praised him,
and the other disciples of His Holi-
ness spoke in his behalf. Numerous
books were written against him. In
the history of the church you will
find record of the hatred and antago-
nism manifested by the Roman,
Greek and Egyptian philosophers at-
tributing calumnies and ascribing
imperfection to him. (Pro. of U. P.,
p. 430.)

BAHA'TLLAH was a prisoner
for - twenty-five years. During all
this time he was subjected to the in-
dignities and revilement of the peo-

-among  men;

ple. He was persecuted, mocked and
put In chains. In Persia his prop-
erties were pillaged and his posses-
sions confiscated. First, banishment
from Persia to Baghdad; then to
Constantinople; then to Adrianople;
finally from Roumelia to the prison
fortress of Aga. During his lifetime
he was intengely active. His energy
was unlimited. Scarcely one night
passed in restful sleep. He bore
these ordeals, suffered these calami-
ties and difficulties in order that
a manifestation of selflessness and
s rvice might become apparent in
the world of humanity; that the
“Most Great Peace” should become
a reality; that human souls might
appear as the angels of heaven; that
heavenly miracles would be wrought
that human faith
should be strengthened and per-
fected; that the precious, priceless
bestowal of God—the human mind—
might be developed to its fullest ca-
pacity in the temple of the body;
and man become the reflection and
likeness of God, even as it hath been
revealed in the Bible: “We ghall
create man in our own image.” .

Baha'v’lladh bore  all these ordeals
and calamities in order that our
hearts might become enkindled and
radiant, our spirits be glorified, our
faults become virtues, our ignorance
transformed into knowledge; in or-
der that we might attain the real
fruits of humanity and acquire heav-
enly graces; although pilgrims upon
earth we might travel the road of
the -heavenly kingdom; although
needy and poor, we might receive
the treasures of life eternal. For
this has he borme these difficulties
and sorrows. (B. S., page 289.)
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BABA’ULLAH endured ordeals and
hardships sixty years. There was no
persecution, vicissitude or suffering
he did not experience at the hand of
his enemies and oppressors. All the
days :of his life were passed in dif-
ficulty and tribulations; at one time
in prison, another in exile, sometimes
in " chains. He willingly endured
these difficulties for the unity of man-
kind, praying that the world of hu-
manity might realize the radiance of
God, the oneness of humankind be-
come a reality, strife and warfare
cease and peace and tranquillity be
realized by all. In prison he hoisted
the banner of human solidarity, pro-
claiming Universal Peace, writing to
the kings and rulers of nations sum-
moning them to international unity
and counselling arbitration. Hig life
was a vortex of persecution and dif-
ficulty, yet catastrophes, extreme or-
deals and vicissitudes did not hinder
the accomplishment of his work and
mission. Nay, on the contrary his
power became greater and greater,
his efficiency and influence spread
and increased until his glorious light
shone throughout the Orient, love
and unity were established and the
differing religions found a center of
contact and reconciliation. (Pro. of
U. P, p. 137.)

CONSIDER to what extent the
love of God makes itself manifest.
Among the signs of his love which
appear in the world are the dawn-
ing-points of His Manifestations.
What an infinite degree of love is re-
flected by the divine Manifestations
toward mankind! For the sake of
guiding the people they have will-
ingly forfeited their lives to resusci-
tate human hearts. They have ac-
cepted the cross. To enable human
souls to attain the supreme degree
of advancement, they have suffered
during their limited years extreme
ordeals and difficulties. If His Holi-
ness Jesus Christ had not possessed
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love for the world of humanity,
surely he would not have welcomed
the cross. He was crucified for the
love of mankind. Consider the in-
finite degree of that love. Without
love for humanity, John the Baptist
would not have offered his life. It
has been likewise with all the pro-
phets and holy souls. If His Holi-
ness the Bak had not manifested
love for mankind, surely he would
not have offered his life for a thou-
sand bullets. If His Holiness Ba-
ha’u’llah had not been aflame with
love for humanity he would not have
willingly accepted forty years’ im-
prisonment. (Pro. of U. P., p. 250.)

DO THE Manifestations differ in
degree? These supreme holy souls
are Godlike in their attributes. The
garments in which they appear are
different, but the attributes are the
same. In their real intrinsic power
they show forth the Perfection of
God. The Reality of God in them
never varies; only the garment in
which the Primal Reality is clothed
is different according to the time and
place of their Appearance and Dec-
laration to the world. One day it is
the garment of Abraham, then
Moses, then Jesus, then Baha'u’llah.
Knowledge of this Oneness is true
enlightenment. Some see the gar-
ment only and worship the person-
ality; some see the Reality and wor-
ship “in spirit and in truth.” Some
of the Hebrews admired the em-
broidered beauty of the garment of
Abraham, but were blind to the Real
Light which shone upon the dark-
ness of the world through him.
Moses was denied ; Jesus was denied,
crucified; all have been denied and
persecuted for this reason. Men see
the garment and are blind to the
Reality ; worship the personality and
do not know the Truth, the Light
Itself. Some worship the Tree of
Life, but do not eat of the blessed
fruit of the Tree. Therefore differ-
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ences and disagreements arise in re-
ligious belief. Find the Light
itself and there will be no difference
of opinion or belief as to the person-
ality or degrees of the Manifesta-
tions of God. (Ten Days in the
Light of Aqé4, p. 31.)

WHAT IS the mission of the pro-
phet and what is the object of a di-
vine law? There is no doubt that
the purpose of .a divine law is the
education of the human race, the
training of humanity. All mankind
may be considered as pupils or chil-
dren who are in need of a divine edu-
cator, a real teacher. The essential
requirement and qualification of pro-
phethood is the training and guid-
ance of the people.

My purpose and intention is to re-
move from the hearts of men the re-
ligious enmity and hatred which
have fettered them and to bring all
religions into agreement and unity.
Tnasmuch as this hatred and enmity,
this bigotry and intolerance are out-
comes of misunderstandings, the
reality of religious unity will appear
when these misunderstandings -are
dispelled. For the foundation of the
divine religions is omne foundation.
This is the oneness of revelation or
teaching; but alas! we have turned
away from that foundation, holding
tenaciously to various = dogmatic
forms and blind imitation of ances-
tral beliefs. This is the real cause
of enmity, hatred and bloodshed in
the world; the reason of alienation
and estrangement among mankind.
(Pro. of U. P., pp. 402, 406.)

THE WORD OF GOD is revealed
according to the degree of spiritual
sight, no matter who the messenger
may be. People do not re-
ceive the Manifestation of God be-
cause they are veiled by their imag-
inations. Imagination is one of our
greatest powers and a most difficult
one to rule. Imagination is the fa-

ther of superstitition. . Through
imagination mén receive a distorted
view of a former Manifestation and
are prevented from recognizing and
accepting the Truth and Reality of
the present omne. They are veiled
from the Light and Glory of God by
imagination. These veils prevent
the true Light from entering the
goul. Therefore men follow the false
light of their imaginations and cling
to error instead of truth. Thus the
Egyptians were veiled from the
Light of God in Moses. The Jews
were veiled from the Glory of Jesus
simply because they did not know
Moses rightly and so were blinded
to the one he promised would come
after him. Today Jews, Muhamma-
dans and Christians, not seeing the
former Manifestation with true
vision, are veiled from the Glory of
God in Baha'w’llah. (Ten Days in
the Light of Aqa, pp. 28-30.)

ONE OF the greatest veils is lit-
eral interpretation of the prophecies.
. Agaln many refuse the Mani-
festatlon in His Day because they
do not want to walk the hard road
of devotion and servitude, but prefer
the easy road of hereditary belief.
Misconception of the Word of God
and its meanings is another great
veil which imagination throws over
the soul and by which the Light is
lost. Also people inherit their be-
lief from parents and ancestors and
follow it blindly, too negligent to
know and see for themselves. Negli-
gence and apathy are heavy “veils
of glory.” (Ten Days in the Light of
Aqga, p. 30.)

EACH DIVINE revelation is di-
vided into two parts. The first part
is'essential and belongs to the eternal
world. It is the exposition of divine
truths and essential principles. It is
the expression of the love of God.
This is one in all the religions, un-
changeable and immutable. The sec-
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ond part is not eternal; it deals with
practical life, transactions and busi-
ness, and changes according to the
evolution of man and the require-
ments of the time of each prophet.
For example, during the Mosiac pe-
riod the hand of a person was cut off
in punishment of a small theft; there
was a law of an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth; but as these laws
were not expedient in the time of
Christ, they were abrogated. Like-
wise divorce had become so univer-
sal that there remained no fixed laws
of marriage; therefore His Holiness
Christ forbade divorce.

According to the exigencies of the
time His Holiness Moses revealed
ten laws for capital punishment. It
was impossible at that time to pro-
tect the community and to preserve
social security without these severe
measures, for the children of Israel
lived in the wilderness of Tah, where
there were no established courts of
justice and no penitentiaries. But
this code of conduct was not needed
in the time of Christ. The history
of the second part of religion is un-
important, because it relates to the
customs of this life only; but the
foundation of the religion of God is
one, and His Holiness Baha'u’lldh
has renewed that foundation. (Di-
vine Philosophy, p. 146.)

“LEAVE these mountains, these
hills to the world of nature, and they
will remain a jungle, and you will
not find any fruitful ftree among
them. But a true gardener changes
this forest and jungle into a garden,
training its trees into fruitful ones
and causing numerous kinds of
flowers and myrtles to grow therein.
In the same way these holy Mani-
festations of God are the ideal gar-
deners. The world of existence is
but a jungle of confusion. The state

of nature is confusion such as that
of a jungle, producing fruitless, use-
less trees. As the holy Manifesta-
tions of God are the ideal gardeners,
they therefore train thegse human
trees and catise them to become fruit-
ful and bestow upon them freshness
and verdancy in order that they may
grow day by day and produce every
kind of pure fruit, and thus become
the cause of adorning the world of
being and continue flourishing and
in the utmost purity.

Consequently we can not say that
the divine bounty has ceased, that
the glory of the Divinity is exhaust-
ed, or the Sun of Truth has sunk
down into eternal sunset—into that
sunset which is not followed by a
dawn, into that darkness which is
not followed by light, into that death
which is not followed by life, into
that error which is not followed by
truth! Is it conceivable that the Sun
of Truth should sink into an eternal
sunset? No; the sun was created in
order that it may shed light upon
the world and train all existing
things. How can that Sun set for-
ever? For this would mean the ces-
sation of divine bounty, and the di-
vine bounty is ceaseless, it is con-
tinuous. Its Sun is ever shining; its
cloud is ever producing rain; its
breezes are ever blowing; its boun-
ties are all-comprehending; its gift
is ever perfect. Consequently we
must always anticipate and always
be hopeful and pray unto God to send
to us His holy Manifestation in the
most perfect might, with divine pen-

etrative power with the Divine
Word, so that these Divine Mani-
festations may Dbe distinguished

above all other beings in all respect,
in every phase; in the same way as
the sun is distinguished above the
stars.,” (B. S., pp. 298, 299.)
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THE DAY-STAR

SOHEIL AFNAN

F OR any appreciation, much less a
proper understanding of the re-
markable life of the Bab, the real
significance of his mission, the pur-
port of his extensive writings and
the far-reaching influence of his
teachings, nothing is more necessary
than a survey, however brief, of the
social and spiritual conditions of
Persia in the middle of the last cen-
tury.

The central government in Tihran,
enjoying a somewhat nominal sway
over the various Persian provinces,
was an absolute monarchy and cor-
rupt to the very extreme. By an
act of favoritism and graft a man
would gain the most important office
in the land only to be hurled down
again and replaced by one who gave
a higher bid. The economic condi-
tions were equally precarious; the
country lived under a feudal system
similar to the Middle Ages in Eu-
rope. Society was governed by a
low standard of morality. Religion,
which has throughout the history of
the Hast, much more than in the
West, been the most important fac-
tor of civilization, and which has
ever ingpired the imaginative mind
of the Easterner with everything
that was pure and sublime, had for
the most part lost its spirit and de-
generated into a matter of forms and
social rites. It still held sway over
the illiterate and ignorant masses,
which comprised the extreme major-
ity of the people, and in the hands
of the self-seeking and corrupt
clergy proved a force by which they
could challenge even the mightiest
power in the land. The true religion
of Islam no more existed, but had
been overlaid with an admixture of
extraneous doctrines, and the clergy
amongst themselves had been divid-

ed into various schools of thought
bearing hardly any resemblance tc
the tenets of the mother-faith. In
the words of an eminent European
writer, “Islam survives as the badge
of a conservative institution for the
protection of the vested interests of
the ruling classes, as a war-cry for
enlisting in their service the pas-
sions of popular superstititions, and
also as a customary common denomi-
nator of heterogeneous schools of
thought that accept its inherited
forms and ceremonies, just as many
Europeans continue to conform to
the traditional practices of a Chris-
tian church long after they have re-
jected its dogmas, or ceased to be
influenced by its spirit. The result
has been, on the one hand, a lapse
into mere sensualism, and, on the
other, a tendency towards extreme
asceticism.”

It was at this time that the Bab
appeared. Not only to combat and
condemn irreligion and indifferent-
ism, not only to cast aside the veil
that hid the corruption of govern-
ment and church, but to open up a
new vista of spiritual life and to pre-
pare the people for the appearance
of a “great Person still behind the
veil of glory.” He had come, he said,
to wipe out fanaticism, to pull down
the ponderous edifice of dogmas and
rituals that the church had raised
only to cover up the ignorance and
illiteracy which had killed that spirit
of thought and art that was once the
pride of the world. It was the dawn
of a New Day and with it must come
hope and vigor. He exhorted the
people to cleanse their hearts and
minds of age long superstitions, pre-
pare themseives for the coming of
the day. The doings and machina-
tions of the clergy, their explana-
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tions of the verses of the Koran were
wrong and corrupt, and in brief all
these things must vanish before the
piercing, burning light of the new
Sun of . Truth dawning upon the
world.

Nothing is more remarkable, noth-
ing more surprising than that this
youth of twenty-five, even in the
ghort period of his ministrations,
gathered around him wvast multi-
tudes, filled them with zeal and en-
thusiasm, and out of the abundance’
of his heart sent them to preach the
new gospel. And the ghastly deaths
that each of his disciples was sure to
meet dampened not the fire of their
spirit, but rallied to his standards
increasing numbers every day. Nor
were his recruits mere underlings
and malcoatents. The leaders of
thought, the most eminent of the
clergy, governors, soldiers from the
army and also the common man on
the street, sat humbly at his feet and
drank deep from the ever-flowing
fountain of spiritual knowledge and
truth that flowed from the tongue
and pen of the Youth of Shirdz. The
King of Persia, hearing of this
yvoung divine, dispatched an emi-
nent high-priest to investigate the
matter. But the old erudite theologian
was so enraptured by the young pro-
phet that he fell at his feet and asked
to be accepted as a humble adherent.
He did not return to the King, but
went out to preach the new Faith
and ultimately suffered martyrdom
with joy. A distinguished man, old
in years and experience, hearing one
day of the Bab and his teachings,
casually in his business store, did not
take even time to let his family know,
but traveled at once over hills and
dales for hundreds of miles just to
meet the Prophet his soul had fore-
told. Mothers watched their hus-
bands and children executed and cut
to pieces even with scissors, rulers
chose the scaffold to their seats of
might, and one man with burning
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wicks in his flesh sat up and asked
the curious mob to make way for
his royal “cortege.”

That the Bab’s writings in the six
eventful years of his life, most of
which were spent in prison, comprise
easily over twenty wvolumes, is to
many very surprising. And This
works extend over a wide range
of religious subjects from simple
prayers to religious treatises and
commentaries. In the “Bayan,”
which was his great book and which
his martyrdom left unfinished, are
to be found the main tenets and prin-
ciples of the new faith. It was there
that he explained the symbolic mean-
ing of heaven and purgatory to
which the ignorant Muhammadans
clung rigidly, and the religious cy-
cles which have given a new signifi-
cance to human history. Most of his
writings were written for the peo-
ple in Persia, and as he said he had
come to destroy the old bonds of su-
perstition and to prepare the people
for the one whom he called “He
whom God shall make manifest.”

Before this growing tide that
swept Persia from one end to an-
other, the government and the clergy
stood not with alarm but agony.
Every conceivable measure, the most
barbarous butchery the world has
ever seen, helped only to fan the
more the growing fire of the early
adherents of the faith. The Bab was
sent from one town to another and
in every case most of the officials
turned Babis. He was sent to prison
and the jailers fell at his feet; Chris-
tians were chosen to escort him and
they joined his faith. In the north-
ernmost castle of Persia they con-
fined him and the old Kurd in charge
of the prison believed in him.

In the public meetings where the
clergy tried to refute his ideas and
prove the futility of his claim, he
came out victorious; and the insults
and bastinadoes he suffered belittled
him not to the hundreds that every
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day lay down their lives for his sake.
Finally the last and only measure
that the clergy could conceive of
combatting and killing the growing
faith was to execute the young Pro-
phet of Shirdz. This they carried
out in Tabriz when they shot him,
together with one of his earnest dis-
ciples. In a miraculous manner the
first volley shot by a battalion of
soldiers left him totally unhurt and
the soldiers found him in a little
room in the barracks writing a line
of poetry on the wall. It was to a
second volley by another battalion—
the first battalion refused to shoot
again—that he finally succumbed.
The Bab was dead, but not Béab-
ism. The divine spirit he had in-

fused into the hearts and minds of
his zealous and earnest adherents
was not only destined to leave a pro-
found and deep-felt influence upon
the life and thought of the people of
Persia, but to pass beyond the fron-
tiers of its mother-country and to in-
spire the people of many lands with
that deep understanding of God and
religion which lies at the bottom of
all sound progress. It was left for
Baha’uw’liah, whose appearance the
Bab had foretold, to carry the stand-
ard he had so valiantly raised from
one country to another, and to sound
the call of unity and brotherhood
throughout all the nations of the
world.

world of minds and souls.

viction.

God.

THE CENTERS of progress for each age are the Manifes-
tations of God as seen in His Prophets.
or at whatever time they appear, they are the focus of the
creational day—for as the sun in the material heaven develops
the material beings so do these Spiritual Suns develop the

Let us turn toward the Spiritual Sun and acquire a light
which will render the world luminous, so that we may be
freed from matter and acquire celestial qualities, that this
limited life may merge into the eternal.
adorns himself, he will progress every day with new vigor;
his soul will become more and more sensitized and the laws
and morals of the world will be reconstructed with divine con-
Then man will make real discoveries, penetrate the
mysteries and so reflect them that he will become the image of

In whatever country

‘When a man thus

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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THE REJECTION OF THE PROPHETS

CONSIDER the former days; how people, both high and low, were
awaiting the manifestations of Oneness in the holy temples, so that
they were at all times and moments in anticipation and expectancy,
praying and supplicating that perchance the breeze of the Divine
Mercy might blow and the beauty of the Promised One step from the
Pavilion of the Invisible into the Court of Appearance. But when the
clouds of generosity lifted and the doors of favor opened and the Sun
of the Invisible appeared from the Horizon of Power, they denied Him
and avoided His Meeting, which was identical with the meeting of
God. These details are recorded in the Heavenly Books.

Now reflect a moment as to the cause of this rejection by the people,
after their seeking and anxiety. They even denied and opposed in
such manner that tongue and pen fail and are unable to explain. Not
one of these Manifestations of Holiness and Dawning-places of Single-
ness has appeared without being subjected to the contradictions,
denials and antagonism of the people.

NOW reflect a little upon these things, and as to the cause of such
differences: that when a true Manifestation appeared in the world
from the Horizon of the Placeless, such corruption, confusion, oppres-
sion and revolution would arise in all parts of the world. All the
Prophets, during their appearance, announced to the people the com-
ing of another Prophet and recorded a sign for the subsequent Mani-
festation, as stated in the Books. Why, then, notwithstanding the
search and expectation of the people for the Holy Manifestation and
the mention of signs in the Books, should such things occur in the
world as oppressing, antagonizing and persecuting the Prophets and
Chosen Ones during every age and cycle? As it is written, “When-
ever a Messenger cometh unto you with that which your souls desire
not, ye proudly reject him; accusing some of imposture and slaying
others.” (K. S.2.))

Baha'vw’llah.
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WHY I BELIEVE

DALE S. COLE

OU ASK me why I believe in the
Bahé’i Revelation?”

There was a kindly light in the old
gentleman’s eyes as he glanced quiz-
zically into mine,

“You ask me so casually to tell you
so much!”

His voice was low and pleasing,
vibrant with feeling and power. His
expression was one of peace; his
bearing spoke of poise; his presence
was magnetic. He was radiantly ac-
quiescent yet dynamically effective.
He looked back upon a life of service
and into a future of untold joys, for
he had found what he so earnestly
sought and what others have sought
all down the ages and what we are
seeking, today, with the zeal attend-
ant to an enlightened and scientific
age.

“A bit of history, first,” he began.
“T was reared in an orthodox Chris-
tian family and religion was more or
less a matter of course,. largely an
affair of the Sabbath. I did not
think much about it until I entered
the academic and scientific atmos-
phere of university life. There, mis-
giving shook my complacency and
stirred me out of a passive attitude.
1 became actively interested in re-
ligious and philosophic questions and
reached the brink of doubt and de-
spair in a new and strange infel-
lectual world. Later, the pendulum
swung to the other extreme and I
delved into the newer philosophies,
or rather the old ones with new trap-
pings. I searched the numerous
‘4sms,’ groping, seeking, and finally
yearning as 1 began to appreciate
the value of the thing I sought. I
found traces of it here and there,
but not a complete fulfillment in the
degree of unity which I realized

must exist, somewhere in some
teaching.

“There was nothing for me to do
but to try to adopt a code of my own,
taking one part-truth here and an-
other there and formulating them
into a personal religious philosophy
which I could endeavor to use every
day and every hour of my life, for I
felt that is what I must have. In
the midst of this absorbing fask, I
found “the spirit of the age’ expressed
and exemplified completely in such a
soul-satisfying way that it filled
every need, answered every yearn-
ing, although my poor, finite intelli-
gence is incapable of grasping but
a small portion of the truth and
beauty of the teaching.

“I believe in the Bahi’i Revela-

tion,” he continued now with a touch

of reverence, ‘“because it has a dyna-
mic power and magnetic force which
attracts and illumines the being, en-
abling one to recognize truth, which
is, has been and always will be, the
same. That there is an essential
unity about fundamental truth
which permits of no divigion, and
but one interpretation, will be ac-
knowledged by all those who have
thought deeply about it.

“Any teaching which admonighes
seekers to investigate for themselves
devoid of prejudice and the influence
of tradition, must appeal to a think-
ing person. ‘Here, seek for yourself,
and find.” Not—‘this is the truth as
it has been interpreted for you; ac-
cept it as such without question or
mental reservation.” The invitation
intrigued my interest, as it must
everyone’s, and every breath I draw
is one of thanksgiving that it was
given me to seek, earnestly and sin-
cerely. It is hard to approach any
question with an open mind. Our
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mental processes are so dependent
upon our own past experiences and
those of others that independent
thought is rare—but 1 tried. I
promised myself that I would study
the Baha’i Revelation and believe
nothing whatsoever that my reason
could not accept. I would reason
coldly, unemotionally.

“As one phase of truth after an-
other was borne in upon me, I sensed
something unique and satisfying., I
seemed to be moving, to be progress-
ing, and new vistas opened before
my astonished eyes. Old complexi-
ties faded into insignificance. I
achieved ‘an abounding sense of
life.” My thinking processes seemed
to be clearer. I forgot all about be-
ing coldly analytical and lost myself
in the beauty and completeness of
priceless new considerations or old
and basic ones renewed. Really, 1
had ‘come to scoff’ and ‘remained to
pray.’

“No barriers being erected at the
gateway and no credentials being de-
manded, 1 investigated freely with
an ever increasing respect and ad-
miration. As a scientific student I
wags intensely gratified to find that
there was really no antagonism be-
tween science and religion and never
had been, that they are as two wings
by which man ‘soars into the atmos-
phere of Oneness.” Any teaching
that admonished me to investigate
unreservedly and stated that ‘What
the reason can not accept is not the
truth,” I felt, was indeed a religion
for this scientific day. For the first
time in my life, I knew, I could pur-
sue a scientific career and still re-
tain a cherished relationship toward
God.

“T learned, as I had already come
to believe, that religion in its ulti-
mate analysis has nothing to do with
creed and dogma, but that it is ‘an
attitude toward God,” which we can
carry with us into our every-day
lives. I mnever could understand why
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one religious sect could feel that they
alone were right and that all others
were wrong. History portrays viv-
idly the great influence different pro-
phets have had on millions of people
at different times and in various
places. Surely, such influences can
not be ignored. There must have
been some great power behind them
for these influences were uniformly
good and uplifting, however corrupt-
ed they may have since become
through the efforts of man himself.

‘“What more reasonable explana-
tion than that the foundations of all
great religions is one? That all the
greater prophets taught the same
fundamental truths, as indeed they
did. Study will verify this. That
they were as one sun arising from
different horizons and being viewed
from different angles—rays of the
same one sun? Always the light was
in accordance with the capacity of
the people and the condition of the
times.

“If that were so, and I could not
help accepting it thankfully for it
relieved me of having to look with
suspicion upon a large majority of
the inhabitants of the world, then
all men were as brothers in a com-
mon brotherhood before one. God;
‘leaves of one tree; ‘drops of one
sea.” I found I was not called upon
to love every one personally, but [
sensed a universal love which leveled
for all time the barriers of racial,
religious and political prejudice and
misunderstanding—even as the sci-
entific developments in transporta-
tion and communication are annihi-
lating time and space.

“T began to breathe more easily.
There was a ‘way out,” after all, for
every omne. Life is not a hopeless
and complex muddle. I believe with
Tennyson that ‘through the ages one
increasing purpose runs.” There is
no need to align oneself with some
sect and become antagonistic and at
swords points with all others. What
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a waste of effort and energy! What
an economic waste, too! But here
was a universal teaching, an inclu-
sive movement in which any one and
every one could unite. It recognized
truth wherever it was to be found.
‘A rose is beautiful in whatsoever
garden it may bloom. A star has
the same brilliance whether it shines
from the East or from the West.

“I began to see visions of the tre-
mendous power of concerted action
as opposed to the many sectarian ac-
tivities which conflict with each
other. ‘This is a new cycle of human
power. All the horizons of the world
are luminous and the world will be-
come as a garden and a paradise. It
is the hour of unity of the sons of
men and of the drawing together of
all races and all classes.” 1 saw that
some of the present-day movements
had grasped some truth, but made
the mistake of assuming that their
particular ray of light was the only
one and ignored the complete re-
splendence of the Sun, which shines
through all ages and on all peoples.

“It is quite natural and logical to
see that religion must be the cause
of unity and concord and not of
strife and dissension—for real re-
ligion is universal in its fullest sense.
‘The gift of God to this enlightened
age is the knowledge of the oneness
of mankind and the fundamental
oneness of religion.’

“What a satisfaction it was to re-
lax from all my spiritual worries and
mental contortions into the peaceful
realization that love is the universal
solvent for all our ills. My spiritual
perception quickened and I could
sense more of the magnetic power
and dynamic urge of the teaching
which removed all superstitition,
prejudice and limitations of thought.
‘This Cause has become world-wide.
In a short space of time it has per-
meated throughout all regions, for
it has a magnetic power which at-
tracts all intelligent men and women

towards this center. If a person be-
comes informed of the reality of this
Cause, he will believe in it, for these
teachings are the spirit of this age.
The Bahd’i Movement imparts life.
It is the cause of love and amity
amongst mankind. It establishes com-
munication between various nations
and religions. It removes all antag-
onism. The Bahd’i Movement be-
stows upon man a new spirit, a new
light, and a new motion. It en-
larges the sphere of thought. It il-
lumines the horizon of the intellect.
It expands the arena of comprehen-
sion. This is the ultimate goal of
life. This is the fruit of existence.
This is the brilliant pearl of cosmic
consciousness. This is the shining
star of spiritual destiny.’

“Truly, it is a spiritual springtime
with all its invigorating influences.

“How logical that the equality of
men and women should be promul-
gated, a movement which in the
West has progressed rapidly, but
what a release this meant for the
women of the East!

“I found that, while the teaching
possessed untold spiritual signifi-
cances in keeping with its universal-
ity, there were intensely practical
considerations: universal peace, so-
lution of the economic problem,
guidance for our physical well-being,
universal education, a universal lan-
guage, and an international tribuna!l.

“No phase of life is left without
guidance, spiritual and material,
which is in keeping with the times
and to be had for the taking. It was
comforting to find, for instance, that
spiritual healing of disease in no way
conflicts with scientific methods, al-
though all healing, ultimately, is
from God. Both methods are to be
practiced supplementing each other.

“For the first time in any religious
philosophy or teaching I found that
our daily tasks, whatever they may
be, if honest, when performed in the
spirit of service, are highest forms
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of worship. Thus is labor glorified!
Thus is prayer made dynamic and in-
timate for every one. The contact is
continuous and stimulating—‘a very
present help in trouble.”

“Why do I believe in the Baha’i
Revelation? Well, because I have to.
I am compelled to accept its teach-
ings because I recognize in them—
universal truth. The teaching sat-
isfles every spiritual yearning, and
every intellectual inquiry—it is com-
plete, the circle which encompasses
all and gives scope for the expres-
sion of every praiseworthy human
impulse.

“The Baha’i Revelation is mnot a
new religion, but rather ‘religion re-
newed’ in conformity with this en-
lightened age, religion applied uni-
versally, irregpective of time, place
or condition. It is a common bond
in which all may cooperate toward
the advancement of civilization to
the end that God be glorified in a de-
gree hitherto not attained.

“One gives up nothing funda-
mental in accepting the teachings,
but gains immeasurably. 0Old fa-
miliar phases of truth attain deeper
gignificances, and new ones delight
the soul. All schools of thought ‘find
their highest aims in this Cause.

“‘The Revelation is the spirit of
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the age—it is the essence of all the
highest ideals of this century.” It is
protected against becoming dog-
matic by the universality of its pre-
cepts. It is safeguarded against
sectarianism by the fact that its
many recorded writings are subject
to but one interpretation.

“I believe in the Baha’i Revelation
because of the purity and holiness of
the lives of its three great figures:
the Bab, Bahad’u’lldh and ’Abdu’l-
Baha. Their lives and works are
matters of recorded history. Their
influence on mankind is sufficient
proof of the divine validity of their
utterances.

“Then, too, it is all so reasonable,
logical, practical and satisfying that
one is ever inspired to deeper and
deeper study of its vast stores of
knowledge. It answers every ques-
tion, satisfies every longing, and il-
lumines the whole being. It filis life
with joy and promises untold bless-
ings for the future. It does not re-
quire the acceptance of unreasona-
ble things and does not force one to
be continually defending it against
some other sect, for it is all inclu-
give.

“ ‘Happy is he who penetrates the
mysteries, and who takes his share
from the world of light.””

takes refuge under His banner.”

“How happy is the man who lays hold upon God; trusts in Him,
remaing firm and inwardly becomes confirmed in the love of God and

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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EDUCATING THE WOMEN OF PERSIA

GENEVIEVE L. COY

“A teacher is like unto o gardener.
Just as o gardener sows the seeds
and watches over their sprouting,
looks after their growth and devel-
opment, so also « teacher must watch
over the education of the children
and inculcate in their young lives
the highest ideals of truth and jus-
tice.” *Abdw’I-Bahd.

WENTY years ago there were no
schools for girls in Tihran,
Daughters of affluent parents were
occasionally taught by tutors, but as
a rule a woman was supposed to
have no acquaintance with the learn-
ing that came from books. With the
slow deveiopment of progressive
ideas this situation has been mark-
edly changed, and Tihran now con-
tains both public and private schools
for girls.

The Girls” Tarbiyat School, spon-
sored and financed by the Bahd’is of
Tihrdn, was the second school for
girls opened in the city. During the
nine years of Miss Lillian Kappes’
work as director, the school came
successfully through many -difficul-
ties, and is now one of the largest
and best of the girls’ schools. Three
years ago a reactionary Minister of
Education said to the principal of
another school: “The Tarbiyat
School is the best school for girls
in Tihran. Alas that they are Ba-
ha’is!”

In spite of the handicap of a lim-
ited curriculum, the importance of
the Tarbiyat School in the lives of
her pupils can scarcely be overesti-
mated. We will consider first some
of the direct contributions made by
the subjects in the course of study.

The main work of the primary
grades in Persia, as in America, is
to teach the pupils to read the na-
tive tongue. Persian script seems

very strange and difficult to one who
has read only English characters,
but it is perhaps as easy for a Per-
sian girl to learn to read it as for an
American child to master English
reading. In Persian there are prac-
tically no silent letters, and each let-
ter has only one sound. It is true
that each letter has three forms, but
there is a considerable similarity
among them, and the children seem
to have no serious difficulty in learn-
ing them.

As soon as the mechanics of read-
ing have been acquired the child has
the whole field of Persia’s great lit-
erature at her command. Begin-
ning readers are overweighted with
very moral stories about extremely
good and dreadfully bad little boys,
no readers vet having been pub-
lished for the use of girls. They also
contain such philosophical discourses
as that which explains how we know
that God exists. But the later books
contain many fables, stories and
poems from Persian literature. The
school girls will read and memorize
many extracts from Firdusi’s Shah
Namek, the Book of the Kings,
which has been called the greatest
of all Eastern national epics. She
will study selections from the didac-
tic poems of Sa’di, such as the Gulis-
tan, the Garden of Roses. She will
become thoroughly acquainted with
many another poet—Nizami, and Je-
lal-ud-din Rumi, and others. She
will learn some of the beautiful
Iyrics of the poet of Shiraz, Hafiz.
For no Persian girl may consider
herself educated unless she can quote
many, many pages of poetry.

Not only does learning to read per-
mit the girl to become familiar with
classical literature, but she is also
able to read current newspapers and
magazines. Persian newspapers are
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small, poorly illustrated and highly
censored, but they do give some de-
tailed news of Persian happenings,
with occasional items about foreign
events.

There are now one or more maga-
zines for women printed in Persian,
and the articles in them are such as
to widen the girls’ horizon. She
learns about the activities of women
in countries where they have made
more progress than in Persia. She
reads accounts of places and people
whose differing customs arouse her
interest and curiosity. In the Tar-
biyat School these magazines are
used as reading material in the up-
per classes. Thus the girl’s outlook
gradually broadens beyond the limits
of her own home and garden to at
last include a glimpse of Europe and
America,.

II

In her sixth year of school the
Persian girl begins the study of
Arabic, and if she continues till she
graduates from the secondary school
she studies this language for five
years. This contributes to her knowl-
edge of Persian, since so large a per-
centage of Persian words are of
Arabic origin. It also helps her to
some comprehension of the Qur’an,
which she has already been compelled
to learn by rote, in true parrot
fashion, during her third, fourth and
fifth school years. The orthodox Mu-
hammadan girl knows it as a most
important religious duty to be able
to quote the prophetic suras. The
Bahé’i girl desires to understand the
Qur’an because she realizes how use-
ful it will later be to her in present-
ing Bahd’i principles to her Muham-
madan friends.

French is taught two days a week
during the three years of the sec-
ondary course because it is re-
quired by the government curricu-
lum. There is a marked emphagis on
grammay, and the pupils do not ac-
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quire a practical proficiency in either
reading or speaking. Most of the
Baha’i girls have little real incentive
to master French, and all the school
attempts to do in this subject is to
make it possible for the pupils to
pass the government examination at
the end of the secondary school.
From the standpoint of use in life
outside of the school, the time spent
on French scems almost wasted.

Whenever there is any one in the
school who ig capable of teaching it,
English lessons are given four days
a week from the fifth year on
through the seventh, the last year
of the elementary school. In the up-
per school the time has to be cut
down to two days because of the in-
troduction of French. The Bah&’i
girls are eager to learn English be-
cause they wish to correspond with
American and English Bah&’is, and
to read such magazines as the Star
of the West. When they can study
systematically for three years they
gain a fair speaking knowledge of
the language. Bahd’i parents wish
their childrern to become proficient
in English, and it is most unfor-
tunate that, according to my last
news from Tihréan, no classes in Eng-
lish are now being given. The
teachers in the school regret this,
but none of them feels that she
knows the Ianguage well enough to
teach it. Since there are very few
good Persian text-books for the stu-
dies of the secondary school, it is
very desirable that the pupils learn
English well enough to be able to use’
books in that language. English is
not in the state course of study, and
therefore must be put in at times
saved from other subjects.

III1

One of the most important contri-
butions the school makes to the lives
of the girls has to do with physical
activity and health. Lessons in hy-
giene are on the programs of all ele-
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mentary grades; and while, from an
American point of view, the books
leave much to be desired, the infor-
mation they give is far beyond that
possessed by the average Persian
woman. Lessons in formal gymnas-
tics are often given in the lower
grades, and the children enjoy them
as few American pupils would. The
custom of giving the commands in
English has grown up in the school,
and this serves as a practical and
simple introduction to the later
study of that language.

The playground gamés also add
much to the girls’ lives. When Miss
Kappes first entered the school, the
girls spent their recess periods in
sitting quietly in the garden. Now
they play tag, bounce balls, jump
rope, etc. The teachers used fo be
a bit disturbed for fear the children
would play too hard, and occasionally
a mother would send a complaining
message that when her daughter was
at home “she wanted to jump rope
all the timz!” In spite of such rare
objections, the present healthy ac-
tivitity of the girls is a great im-
provement over conventional seden-
tary habits.

Lessons in arithmetic and in Per-
sian bookkeeping have as much or as
little value outside of school ag most
of our own arithmetic teaching.
Text-books in history are very un-
satisfactory. They tend to emphasis
on rote memory, and the views of
early Persian history they present
are based on legend rather than on
modern scientific knowledge. The
world history given in the secondary
school is very valuable in helping the
girls to realize something of the
great movements of history.

A fair percentage of the time of
the school days is given to science.
In the elementary school this in-
cludes hygiene, general science and
geography. The course in general
science is moderately good; it con-
sists in the main of simple facts

about plants and animals. The ge-
ography is very formal, with undue
emphasis on maps and place location.
However, like world history, it does
help free the girls from mental pro-
vincialism. The school has been try-
ing to collect from American sources
good pictures to help make real the
life of the countries studied in geog-
raphy. In the secondary course
there are classes in chemistry, phy-
sics, botany and zoology. The text-
books are poor and it is possible to
give very little laboratory work.
Thanks to a gift of money from an
American Bahd’i, it was possible to
buy some simple apparatus for ex-
periments in physics, and a small
store of chemicals. We were also
able to purchase a few large charts
for use in classes in zoology and
botany. It was hoped that this ma-
terial would help to make the higher
courses in science of more value.

Sewing is taught two hours a week
to girls in the three upper classes.
They are eager to learn about such
things as color combinations and
American fashions. The teachers in
the school usually dress with sense
and good taste, and thus give the pu-
pils good examples to follow in their
sewing.

The subjects in the course of study
are thus seen to vary greatly in the
amount they may contribute to the
girls’ lives after they leave school,
but it is obvious that the total gain
is great to women whose interests
would otherwise be bounded by the
immediately personal needs of food,
clothing, and the care of children.

v

Another important contribution of
the school has already been suggest-
ed, namely, general sociability and
friendliness with other girls and
women. A Persian woman may not
go to plays and moving-pictures.
There is seldom a lecture for her to
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attend. If she vigits the mosque or
goes shopping in the bazaar she
must be heavily veiled. Her only so-
cial occasions are teas, weddings and
funerals. The social life of a Per-
sian girl who does not attend school
is necessarily limited to the time
when she accompanies her mother
on rare outings. But at school the
girl has many playmates. At recess
and noon there is much talk with her
friends, as well as jolly games. She
has pleasant chats with her neigh-
bors as she walks to and from school
with them. In the class-room she
finds a friendly young teacher and
hears many interesting things dis-
cussed. It thus happens that most
girls who have begun to go to school
would much dislike to have to stop
attending.

When the bell for opening school
rings in the morning the girls gather
by classes in the garden or in the
great hall of the school building. Be-
fore they go to their rooms a prayer
is chanted and announcements are
made. This brief morning assembly
is probably valuable in giving each
pupil some sense of her part in the
big group that forms the Tarbiyat
School.

The ‘school also serves Persian
women in the ideals and habits of
conduct which it tries to inculcate.
All the teachers are Bah&’is in the
fullest sense of the word. Constantly
and quietly they emphasize right
standards of conduct. They try to
train their pupils into habits of
truthfulness, honesty, kindness and
tolerance.

The Tarbiyvat School serves not
only its pupils, but also its teachers.
To become a teacher in the school
means that a girl gains a strong im-
pulse to continue her own education
and progress. In order to get new
ideas to present to her children she
does extra reading and studying.
Some of the teachers take private
lessons in English in order to be able
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to use English books. They confer
with one another, and thus add to
their knowledge by active exchange
of ideas and experiences. Most of
the teachers are members of the
Young Women’s Society for Progress,
and there they continue some of their
studies. Omne of the programs that
especially interested that group was
a study of the life of Columbus and
the discovery of America. Twenty
years ago mno one would have
dreamed of a Persian girl spending
hours in writing a paper on such a
subject. The teachers must also be
examples of excellent Baha’i conduct,
and the realization of this is un-
doubtedly a stimulus to spiritual
growth. In all Persia there is prob-
ably no other group of young women
more intelligent and progressive
than the fifteen or twenty teachers
of the Girlg’ Tarbiyat School.

v

One of the greatest services of this
school to Persian women is the
monthly conferences for women
which it gives during all but the two
or three coldest months of winter.
Miss Kappes had hopes of founding
such a series of meetings, but this
desire had not come to fruition at
the time of her death. The plan was
finally undertaken through the ef-
forts of Miss Ghodsia Ashraf and
the teachers in the school. When I
reached Persia in the fall of 1922 the
conferences were an established part
of the school program, and during
that year they were attended by
audiences of three and four hundred
women.

The program of each conference
was planned by the teachers. They
selected some central idea they
wished to present to the women, and
then planned songs, speeches and
dialogues that would express this
idea in an interéesting as well as an
instructive manner. Each teacher
was expected to appear on the pro-
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gram at some time during the year.
Groups of the pupils participated in
each conference, and an especial at-
tempt was made to give the girls in
the upper school an opportunity to
present talks or dialogues.

The school was fortunate in the
possession of a great hall two stories
high, in the center of the building.
This room, with the balconies over-
looking it, would seat several hun-
dred women. At one gide wide
double doors opened onto the gar-
den, and the speakers’ raised plat-
form was placed in this doorway.
Thus our small stage was provided
with a beautiful background of pool
and trees and flowers.

On special occasions, such as the
conference at Nawr(z, the Persian
New Year, the hall was lavishly dec-
orated by teachers and pupils. Each
doorway was hung with Persian
flags, and pictures and maps were
draped with wvards of beautiful
vines. The balcony railings were
wound with arbor vite, and the
crossed flags of Persia and America
were fixed in its center. One day
Vafaiech Khanoum, who is now serv-
ing so efficiently as director of the
school, looked at the American flag
and said: “See what Ilove the
Americans have for Persia! Miss
Kappes worked for us for so many
yvears. And see all these things
Americans have sent for the school
——flags, pictures and books. That is
the way for two countries to become
friends!”

One of the most interesting pro-
grams I heard given at a school con-
ference centered about the idea of
a universal auxiliary language. One
of the older girls presented a well
organized paper explaining why such
a language would be useful. A
group of girls gave in dramatic form
the story of the four men who de-
gired to buy grapes, but could not
succeed in doing so because each
spoke a different language; in this

version, it was French, English,
Turkish and Persian. In order fur-
ther to show how diversity of lan-
guage interferes with comprehen-
sion, a French class sang a song in
French, and another group gave
“My country, ’tis of thee” in Eng-
lish. The program concluded with
songs in Arabic and Persian.

Anocther valuable conference pre-
sented to the mothers a series of
talks about the studies of the sec-
ondary course, explaining the values
to be obtained from each subject. A
third program discussed woman’s
life in the home: how she may wisely
administer her household, how she
may dress attractively without ex-
travagance, etc. On this day three
girls gave an amusing! dialogue,
representing three types of women:
one who had no interests except in
new dresses and tea-parties, a second
who had no interest in the lighter
things of life, and a third who tried
to live at the “golden mean.”

The smaller children often added
to the program by dramatizing a fa-
ble or story that illustrated some
phase of the topic for the day. One
of the most attractive endings to a
program was a gymnastic exhibit by
children of the first grade.. They
were all dressed in white dresses
which had been made by their
teacher and some. of the older girls.
With much enthusiasm they followed
their teacher’s commands for the ex-
ercises. When the exhibit closed
with a march about the garden in
which each lgirl carried a Persian
flag, the applause was prolonged un-
til the wee omes, radiantly happy,
had to do it all over again.

The women who attend these con-
ferences must be heavily veiled when
they go through the streets. But in
the sunlight of the school hall their
chuddars fall back, showing their
friendly, interested faces, as well as
their “best dresses” of silk or velvet,
donned for such an important oc-
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casion. Many of the women can not
read or write. Others have been pu-
pils in the school, and now come to
hear their own children take part in
songs and recitations. Sometimes a
principal of another school comes to
see . what Tarbiyat School confer-
ences are like. Omne very welcome
guest was the charming and intelli-
gent girl who was our favorite
among the government school in-
spedtors. After the conclusion of
the program, the audience usually
broke up into small groups, and
the ladies lingered in the garden to
talk for an hour or more. It is per-
haps little wonder that during the
winter months, when the assembly
hall can not be heated, the teachers
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are besieged with the question,
“When are you going to have an-
other conference? It is so long since
we have had one!” ‘

The work of the teachers of the
Girls’ Tarbiyat School is little known
outside of Tihran. There are possi-
bly many Bahd’is in that city even
who have little idea of the work
these young women are doing. But
in the future, when a history of mod-
ern education in Persia is written,
there will need to be golden pages of
appreciation for the unselfish and in-
telligent service of the teachers of
the Tarbiyat School, who now in
these pioneering days serve the
women of Persia.

most subtle influence.”

“How wonderful it will be when the teachers are faithful, attracted
and assured, educated and refined Bah#’is, well grounded in the sci-
ence of pedagogy and familiar with child psychology ; thus they may
train the children -with the fragrances of God.
human life the teacher and his system of teaching plays the most
important role, carrying with it the heaviest responsibilities and

In the scheme of

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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THE COOPERATIVE SPIRIT OF THE PAN-
PACIFIC UNION IN HONOLULU

T/‘V}'Len Qalzd’zc’lldlz, over fifty yewrs ago, gave to the world the message of universal
religion, the remarkable meeting of represemtatives of Christian religions with o Bud-

dhist traveling missionary would not have

then grown to such o spirit of religious tolenunce.

shown n the gathering here described is

been. possible, because the world had not
The spirit of religious cooperation
striking evidence that the world is being

rapidly prepuarved for the uwniversal religion.—Editor.

“ T a recent meeting and lunch-

eon of the Pan-Pacific Union
in Honolulu,” writes Miss -Agnes
Alexander, Baha'i resident teacher,
“there was a very representative
audience of over three hundred, com-
posed of persons from all races and
creeds.” This notable gathering was
in honor of Chief Abbot Sonyu Otani,
supreme head of the Shinshu sect,
which is the greatest and most pro-
gressive denomination of Buddhism
in Japan. The spirit of oneness so
fundamental a teaching in the Baha’i
Cause is reaching all receptive hearts
the world over, and it is very gratify-
ing to see how the note of universal-
ism and harmonious cooperation was
apparent in all the speeches at this
luncheon.

In introducing the speakers, Judge
Dole said in part: “The Pan-Pa-
cific Union has been working for a
union of nations in the Pacific Ocean,
and we are looking forward to a re-
ligious organization all over the
world, beginning in the Pacific. Peo-
ple are getting acquainted with each
other, and as soon as all organiza-
tions and all peoples know each
other, then wars will cease. Differ-
ences in religious organizations are
going %o disappear, because when
people come together they find what
is worth while in the different or-
ganizations, and the non-essential
things disappear and the worth-
while things remain. Chief Abbot
Otani has been around the world
studying these things. His own

mind is being helped by seeing the
work that is going on in the rest of
the countries, and we feel that he is
going to help in this progress of the
union of the various religions.”

Rev. Philip Swartz, pastor of Cen-
tral Union Church, the first speaker,
said in his remarks: “All the re-
ligious forces of the world today
ought to unite to combat the forces
of materialism and strive for the
ascendancy of the great ideal—that
man does not live by bread alone, but
by every word of the Eternal. 1
think all the world may learn from
the religion which Abbot Otani rep-
resents the art of contemplative, im-
aginative meditation. Those of us in
the West are so burdened with the
activities of daily proceedings that
we refuse to take time to square our-
selves with eternal principles.”

The next speaker, Rev. Dixon,
pastor of the Filipino church, in
brief, said: ‘““The thing that is fun-
damental in the religion of Jesus
Christ is the thing of kindness, of
mercy, of sacrifice, of tenderness and
all that is contained in his conversa-
tions with Nicodemus, with the
woman of Samaria; all these things
which are big and worth while are
the things which the Buddhists and
the Christians agree upon. Take this
parable of the Good Samaritan.
What does it teach? It is the spirit
of kindness, regardless of organiza-
tion to which the man may happen
to belong. The parable of the ten
virgins—what does it teach? Readi-
ness, progress, evolution. These are
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Group of speakers and others attending the luncheon given by the Poan-Pacific Union

in Honolulu, January 25, 1926, in honor of Chief Abbot Otani.

The men seated

from left to vight are: President Fugene Neff of the Laitter Day Saints Mission;
Consul General Aoki; Judge Sanford B. Dole; the Abbot, and Dr. Phillip Allen

Swartz, pastor Central Union Church.

the things which are fundamental in
the religion of Jesus Christ.”

Dr. Dixon was followed by the
pastor of tlhe Latter-Day Saints
Church, Rev. Eugene Neff, who in
concluding his remarks said: “While
the Christian religion has been
. spoken of as the ultimate aim, we are
waiting for that day when He whose
right it is to proclaim himself as
bringing peace on earth will unite all
peoples and who will be Christ of
Christs and Lord of Lords.”

Mr. Kurokawa, assistant to the di-
rector of the Pan-Pacific Union, then
spoke, saying in part: “If we are to
seek for international harmony we
must guard ourselves from the faults
of narrow dogmatism and pay due
respect to the convictions of others.
The Pan-Pacific Union is a move-
ment of all associations on a basis of

non-sectarianism. As such, regard-
less of the creed or belief, we are en-
deavoring to render our humble serv-
ices for the advancement of peace,
prosperity and happiness of the peo-
ple of the countries bordering on
the Pacific Ocean. . To rally the
constructive effort of the younger
generations of the Pacific and to ad-
vance the cause of peace and friend-
ship, we are establishing a Ju-
nior Pan-Pacific Union among the
younger generation. If we are to
come to a proper international un-
derstanding and cooperation, we
must not minimize the important
place that religious, ethical and cul-
tural principles occupy in the mind
of Pacific peoples. For this reason,
it is our desire to call for as a sec-
tion of our Pan-Pacific Ethical Con-
ference in 1929, a section on re-



58 THE BAHA’T MAGAZINE

ligious and ethical culture; not so
much for propaganda of a particular
creed or belief, but solely for the pur-
pose of secking for some spiritual
common ground among the races of
the Pacific upon which we shall be
able to erect a foundation for a new
era.”

A Buddhist, Rev. Fukuoka, fol-
lowed, and ssid in part: ‘“We hear
a great deal about the cooperation of
religious leaders uniting for the
service of humanity. I used to be-
lieve that it was no longer in the
stage of theory, but that it was really
in the stage of practice. When I say
cooperation, I do not mean the sub-
mersion of one creed to another, but
cooperation on a parallel basis, and
we should be able to find a common
message for every country and be
able to work together for the service
of all countries.”

Consul General for Japan, Mr.
Aoiki, was the next speaker and said
among other things:
is one of the greatest spiritual
leaders of present-day Japan. We
welcome him as a spiritual leader of
the Orient and we welcome his mes-
gsage of truth, but in a larger sense
let us welcome him as one of the
champions of the Oriental civiliza-
tion which aspires to spiritual har-
mony among the East and the West.
I believe that the Christian civiliza-
tion of the West and the Buddhist
civilization of the Orient are bound
to lead in the future, and advance
hand in hand for the peace and har-
mony of mankind. From this point
of view, it is essential that there
should be true understanding of the
spiritual essence underlying the two
different types of civilizations, and I
do not doubt but that our distin-
guished guest here will contribute to
a realization of the great ideals of
spiritual harmony of the East and
West, which is not only one of the
chief objects of the Pan-Pacific
Union, but also one of the greatest

“Chief Abbot -

aspirations of the enlightened peo-
ple throughout the world.”

The last speaker was the guest of
honor, Chief Abbot Otani:

“As civilization advances there
arise differences among the peoples,
but the real work of religion is to
smooth these differences and take the
best that make for peace and har-
mony. I firmly believe that the
progress of the world lies not in one
nation considering itself perfect and
thinking it is the only nation to make
progress and advance, but in all the
various civilizations understanding
each other perfectly and working
hand in hand.

“There are many religions in the
world and each has its own charac-
teristics and strong points. TUnless
each religion understands the other,
perfect harmony and agreement can
not be expected. For the western
nations to understand the East, they
must understand the spiritual life of
the East. This holds true for the
East, too. TIf the nations of the East
wish to understand the western civ-
ilization and religion, they must per-
fectly understand the western ideals.
Ag civilization advances, it is true
that wvarious civilizations come in
contact with each other and mingie
harmoniously and perfectly. In or-
der to have perfect civilization, I be-
lieve all civilizations have to under-
stand each other and have sympathy
for one another and understanding.
As the waters of the Pacific are con-
nected with various rivers of the dif-
ferent countries, so do the thoughts
of the world intermingle, and unless
they advance hand in hand, we can
not expect the perfect happiness
which we are striving for. From
this point of view, I appreciate the
work of the Pan-Pacific Union, and
hope sincerely that its work in the
future will accomplish its own aim
and will beur its fine fruits.

“I believe that it is necessary for
all religions to contribute their in-
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dividual strong points to the works
of the Pan-Pacific Union. Buddhism
has as its teaching one theory called,
in English, “self-denying.” As you
see the Japahese in these islands,
they are very industrious and they
are full of the spirit of self-sacrifice.
These ideals come from the teach-

ings of Buddha. In Buddhism,
righteousness is obtained by self-de-
nying. This principle is deeply em-
phasized by the teachings of Budd-
hism. I firmly believe that if we ad-
vance hand in hand, we can in the
future make a great contribution to
the welfare of humanity.”

SHIPS

The ships of the yesteryears are fled,
And are wrapt in shadows wan—

But the ship of tomorrow in gold and red,

May she bring to you with her great wings spread
The glow of the coming dawn.

And reaching port, may you find in her hold,
A cargo which none may mar—

Nor pearls, nor diamonds, nor silver, nor gold,

But the myrhh and amber of dreams untold—
More bright than the morning star.

May such be the cargo to you she brings,
As she crosses the far-flung bars—

Nor emerald strands, nor opal rings,

But the song the Heart of the Universe sings—
And that nightingales sing to the stars.

And the name of our ship is, Nor Mine—Nor Thine
It’s painted upon her bow—

’Tis here ye may sup of the ancient wine

Of mystic oneness, from the cup divine—
Where ye of them that know.

Albert Frank Hoffmann.
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The Bahd’t Temple at ’[shgdbdd, Russia.
(see opposite poge).
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THE MASHRIQUL-ADHKAR

(Baha’i Temple)

OF ISHQABAD, RUSSIA

CHARLES MASON REMEY

The following article describing the first Bahd’t religious edifice that has been con-
structed is writlen by an architect who has troveled much among the Bahd’is of Persic
ond the Orient. He has himself given much attention to religious architecture, and hos
made o series of designs for Bahd’t Temples based on the religious architecture of Persia,

India and Arabia.
him.—E ditor.

’ISHQABAD,* one of the chief
cities of Russian Turkistan, is just
north of the Elburz mountains, which
separate the desert plain of western
Turkistan on the north from Persia
on the south. The city lies on a plain
a short distance from the mountains,
which here are rugged and rocky.
The town is quite modern in aspect,
being laid off with gardens and broad
streets meeting at right angles. Rows
of trees along the sidewalks remind
one of a western city, while the low
buildings, the walled gardens, and
the waterways which flank the streets
and are fed with the water of streams
from the nearby mountains, are
strikingly oriental in character.

This city was but a huddle of mud
huts when Bah&’u’llah first directed
some of hig followers to settle there
during the days of the most severe
Bah&’i persecutions in Persia.

There in ’Ishqidbdd these friends
found a refuge of peace and tranquil-
lity where the Russian government
protected them and allowed them the
free exercise of their faith. Thus
this city became in reality as well as
in name the “City of Love.”

The Bah&’is of Ishgidbidd form a
strong element in the life of the place
and are highly thought of and pro-
tected by the government. The Bahé’i
Cause was first brought to the public
notice in ’Ishgiabad by a martyrdom

**Ishgdbdd means “City of Love.”

The architectural features of this Temple mecessarily appeal to

some thirty-five or forty years ago.
It was the case of a learned man of
some prominence, who met his death
through receiving many wounds at
the hands of two assassins. These
two individuals had been instigated
by five Moslems, who took this meas-
ure to try to stop the spread of the
Cause in that city. The Russian au-
thorities took the matter in hand and
condemned to death all of the seven
men. The Bah&’is then petitioned
the Governor to spare their lives.
Since he did not have authority to
do this, a petition to the same effect
was sent to the Czar, who granted
it; and thus the prisoners were sent
in chains to the mines of Siberia.
Here is but another instance of the
growth of the Cause through perse-
cution, for from that time on the gov-
ernment not only allowed the Baha’is
to carry on their worship, but it pro-
tected them and showed them special
favors.

During all of the governmental
changes in Russia the Baha’is have
continued in safety there, since it is
understood that they are obedient
servants of the government and har-
bor no sedition against the law of the
land.

At about the close of the last cen-
tury some of the friends in the Orient
arose, fired with spiritual fervor, to
build the first Baha’i religious edifice
to be erected in the history of the
Cause, known as the Mashriqu’l-Adh-
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kar. Following the guidance of 'Ab-
du’l-Bah4, ’Ishqabad was the place
chosen for the site, and Aqu Seyed
Taqi Afnan, one of the most tried and
venerable of the friends of the Cause,
was appointed to direct this vast un-
dertaking.

’Abduw’l-Bahd himself established
the style and the general lines upon
which the temple was built—namely,
that it should be built upon the plan
of a regular nine-sided polygon sur-
rounded by loggias and in the midst
of a garden at the intersection of
nine avenues, with its principal en-
trance facing the direction of the
Holy Land—the composition of the
building being similar to that of some
of the great temples of Persia and
India.

The services of an engineer and
architect were secured, the Bah&’is
throughout the Orient arose with fer-
vor to give of their means toward the
building, and within a very few years
the imposing structure was com-
pleted.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is situated
in the heart of the city. Its high

dome stands out above the trees and:

house-tops, being visible for miles to
travelers as they approach the town.
It is in the center of a garden bound-
ed by four streets. In the four cor-
ners of this enclosure are four build-
ings. One is the Baha’i school; one
is the traveler’s house, where pil-
grims and wayfarers are lodged; one
is for the keepers; and the fourth is
to be used as a hospital. Nine radial
avenues approach the temple from
the several parts of the grounds, one
of which, the chief approach to the
building, leads from the main gate-
way of the grounds to the principal
portal of the temple.

In plan the building is composed of
three sections; namely, the central

rotunda, the aisle or ambulatory,
which surrounds it, and the loggia,
which surrounds the entire build-
ing. It is built on the plan of a reg-
ular polygon of nine sides. One side
is occupied by the monumental main
entrance, flanked by minarets—a
high-arched portico extending two
stories in height, recalling in ar-
rangement the architecture of the
world-famous Taj-Mahal at Agra in
India, the delight of world travelers,
many of whom pronounce it to be the
most beautiful temple in the world.
This, the principal doorway, opens
toward the direction of the Holy
Land. The entire building is sur-
rounded by two series of loggias—
one upper and one lower—which open
out upon the -garden, giving a very
beautiful architectural effect, in har-
mony with the luxuriant semi-tropi-
cal vegetation which fills the garden.

The interior is elaborately deco-
rated in plaster relief work. The
writer is under the impression that
eventually it is the intention fo treat
the interior in colors and gold, but
when he visited ’Ishqdbad in 1901 it
was still in the simple white stueco.
The exterior is also done in stucco,
which in that climate resists quite
well the action of the elements. The
walls, which are of brick, are mas-
sively built, while the floors and dome
are of concrete and iron. The whole
structure impresses one by its mass
and strength.

The rearing of this temple in the
East has been a great source of in-
spiration to the Bah&’i people the
world around. Who can estimate the
effect that is produced by this build-
ing? Itisthe cause of great strength
and unity among the Bahéd’is of the
world, being the House of Unity open
to all peoples. It is a haven of rest
to many a soul and a beacon to guide
those who seek the Kingdom of God.
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THE RELIGION OF GOD is the one religion, and all the prophets
have taught it, but it is a living and growing thing, not lifeless and
unchanging. In the teaching of Moses we see the bud; in that of
Christ the flower; in that of Bahad’vw’lldh the fruit. The flower does
not destroy the bud, nor does the fruit destroy the flower. It destroys
not, but fulfils. The bud scales must fall in order that the flower
may bloom, and the petals must fall that the fruit may grow and
ripen. Were the bud-scales and the petals wrong or useless, then,
that they had to be discarded? Nay, both in their time were right
and necessary; without them there could have been no fruit. So it
is with the various prophetic teachings; their externals change from
age to age, but each revelation is the fulfillment of its predecessors;
they are not separate nor incongruous, but different stages in the life
history of One Religion, which has in turn been revealed as seed,
as bud and as flower, and now enters on the stage of fruition.

GOD is the One Infallible Authority, and the Prophets are infallible
because their message is the Message of God given to the world
through them. That message remains valid until it is superseded
by a later message given by the same or another prophet.

God is the great Physician who alone can rightly diagnose the
world’s sickness and prescribe the appropriate remedy. The remedy
prescribed in one age is no longer suitable in a later age, when the
condition of the patient is different. To cling to the old remedy
when the physician has ordered new treatment is not to show faith
in the physician, but infidelity. It may a shock to the Jew to be told
that some of the remedies for the world’s sickness which Moses
ordered over three thousand years ago are now out of date and un-
suitable; the Christian may be equally shocked when told that
Muhammad had anything necessary or valuable to add to what Jesus
- prescribed ; and so also the Muslin, when asked to admit that the Bab
or Bah&’u’llah had authority to alter the commands of Muhammad;
but according to the Baha’i view, true devotion to God implies rever-
ence to all His prophets, and implicit obedience to His latest corm-
mands as given by the prophet for our own age Only by such devo-
tion can true Unity be attained.

Dr. J. E. Esslemont,
In “Bahd’v’lldh and the New Era.”
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ESPERANTO

THE UNIVERSAL AUXILIARY LANGUAGE

To understand and be understood,
there must be an international me-
dium. I recall an incident which oc-
curred in Baghd4ad. There were two
friends who knew not each other’s
language. One fell ill; the other vis-
ited him; but not being able to ex-
press his sympathy in words, resort-
ed to gestures, as if to say, “How do
you feel?’” With another sign the
sick replied, “I shall soon be dead.”
And his visitor, believing the ges-
ture to indicate that he was getting
better, said, “God be praised!’

From such illustrations you will
admit that the greatest thing in the
world is to ke able to make yourself
understood by your friends and to
understand them; and that there is
no greater handicap in the world
than not to be able to communicate
yvour thoughts to others. But with
an auxiliary language all these dif-
ficulties disappear.

Now, praise be to God, that lan-
guage has been created—Esperanto.
This is one of the special gifts of this
luminous century, one of the most

remarkable achievements of this
great age.
His Holiness Baha’w’llah many

years ago wrote a book called “The
Most Holy Book,” one of the funda-
mental principles of which is the
necessitv of creating an interna-
tional language, and he explains
the great geood and advantage that
will result from its use; think how
the international language will fa-
cilitate intercommunication among
all the nations of the earth. With
the establishment of this interna-
tional language, the world of man-
kind will become another world and
extraordinary will be the progress.
It is our hope, then, that the lan-
gurage, Esperanto, will soon spread
throughout the whole world, in order
that all peonle may be able to live to-
gether in the spirit of friendship and

love.
’Abdu’l-Baha.
Star of the West, Vol. 4, p. 35.

LA TUTMONDA HELPANTA LINGVO

Por kompreni kaj esti kompre-
nata, devas esti internacia komuniki-
lo. Mi ekmemoras farigon, kiu okazis
en Bagdado. Estis du amikoj, kiuj ne
sciis unu la lingvon de lag alia. Unu
malsanigis, la alia vizitis lin, sed,
car li ne povis esprimi sian simpa-
tion per vortoj, prenis la rimedon de
gestoj, kvazal dirante, “Kiel vi far-
tas?’ Per alia gesto la malsanulo re-
spondis, “Mi estos baldai mortinta.”
Kaj lia vizitanto, kredante ke la ges-
to signifas ke 1i sanigas, diris, “Dio
estu latdatal!”

De tiaj ilustrajoj vi konfesos ke
la plej granda afero en la mondo es-
tas povi vin komprenigi de viaj ami-
koj kaj kompreni ilin; kaj ke estas
nenia pli granda kontratiajo en la
mondo ol ne povi komuniki viajn
bensojn al aliaj personoj. Sed per
helpanta lingvo, éiuj tiuj-éi konfuzoj
malaperas.

Nun, gloro estu al Dio, tiu lingvo
estas kreita—Esperanto. Tio estas
unu el la specialaj donacoj de tiu
brila centjaro, unu el la plej mirin-
daj atingajoj de tiu granda epoko.

Lia Sankta Mosto, Baha’u’llih, an-
tali multaj jaroj, skribis libron no-
matan “La Plej Sankta Libro,” kies
unu el la fundamentaj principoj es-
tas la bezono krei infernacian ling-
von, kaj li klarigas la grandan bone-
con kaj profiton kiuj rezultos per
gia uzado. pensu kiel 1a ling-
vo internacia faciligi interkomunika-
don inter ¢iuj mnacioj de la mondo.
Per la establado de tiu lingvo inter-
nacia, la mondo homara igos alia
mondo, kaj neordinara estos la pro-
gresado.

Estas do nia espero, ke la lingvo,
Esperanto, baldatu disvastigos tra la
tuta mondo, por ke éiuj homoj povos
kunvivi en la spirito de amikeco kaj

amo.
’Abdu’l-BahaA.
Stelo de la Okcidento, Vol. 4, p. 35
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AN HAS two powers, and his

development two aspects. One

power is connected with the

material world and by it he is ca-
pable of material advancement. The
other power is spiritual and through its
development his inner, potential nature
is awakened. These powers are like two
wings. Both must be developed, for
flight is impossible with one wing.
Praise be to God! material advancement

has been evident in the world but there

is need of spiritual advancement in like

proportion. We must strive unceas-
ingly and without rest to accomplish
the development of the spiritual nature
in man, and endeavor with tireless
energy to advance humanity toward
the nobility of its true and intended

station.
*Abdu’l-Baha.
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QUEEN MARIE OF RUMANIA
From an autographed photograph presented to Miss Martha Rool. Such o
picture as this so revealing of high ideals amd of noble soul in one of earth’s
rulers is an inspiration in itself. (See article, page 82).
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Man is possessed of two realities as it were—a reality connected
with the senses and which is shared in common with the animal—and
another reality which is conscious and ideal in character.

’Abdu’l-Bahé.

AN HUMAN nature change?

Upon the answer to this question
depends all our prognostications con-
cerning the future civilization of this
planet. For if our governments, our
institutions, our industry and com-
merce, and our human relationships
are to be but various configurations
of the same materials of human na-
ture which we now see about us,
there can be little hope of Utopia
coming true. There can come no
Golden Age to-the world, until the
material out of which civilization is
wrought—mamely, human nature—
becomes golden.

The more recent and unbiased
works on the edrly colonial history
of this country show with astounding
clarity how rampant—in this New
World supposedly dedicated to free-
dom, justice, religion—were those
horrid, ancient vices of man,—selfish-
ness, bribery, graft, caste feeling;
and how rapid the growth of privi-
leged classes owing their wealth in
many cases to questionable means of
exploitation.

Undoubtedly, if a new and virgin
planet were to be discovered and
peopled by migrations from this
earth, in a short time the chief faults
of the mother planet would be re-
peated on that erstwhile innocent
soil. Government would be conten-
tious, litigious, a struggle between

rival factions for goals which were
essentially expressions of self-seek-
ing on the part of individuals and
groups. The untapped resources of
the new planet would be the cause,
as here, of many a graft, of many a
colossal fortune built on privilege.
Castes would arise, class hatreds,
planetary divisions and antipathies,—
until the apparent unity of the pi-
oneer life were broken up into a
thousand subtle disunities and per-
versions.

Small wonder, then, that sociolo-
gists and political thinkers of the
materialistic type shake their heads
and say that the world can never be
far different from what it is today;
that these vices which form the sores
and corruptions of human society
may become moderated—but being
innate as it would seem in human na-
ture, the Great Society of this planet
will always be a field of contentions
and disharmonies which the best
wisdom we can master may succeed
in controlling and directing but not
in eliminating. The Great War and
its sequential events have, if any-
thing, deepened this general sense
of pessimism.

THEREFORE it is plain that at
the heart of this problem lies the
question, “Can human nature greatly
change?’ For the answer to this

67
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question we must turn to religion—
not to biology, psychology, or sociol-
ogy. For in these three sciences
exists no body of evidence indicating
the possibility of a wide change in hu-
man characteristics. Modifications,
yves; new controls of human behavior
as new needs and conditions of eivili-
zation arise, yes; but a fundamental
change in human qualities, no.

It is in the field of religion alone
that we find evidence of a complete
change in human nature. The chief
purpose of religion is to change for
the better what we know as human
nature. Certain teachings of Chris-
tianity and of other world religions
would clearly indicate the possibility,
nay, the necessity, of a complete
transformation of humaon noature.
Christ said, “Unless ye be born again,
yve cannot enter the kingdom of
heaven.” In other statements he
makes clear what he means by being
born again. We are born once of the
earth, earthly ; we must be born again
of the spirit, spiritual. This is the
great and magic transformation
which must take place in every hu-
man soul before it is fit to form a
part of that Ideal Society, the King-
dom of God.

MODERN SCIENCE bears out
the teaching of Paul who elaborated
further those brief words of the
Christ,—namely, that every man has
two natures, one human and belong-
ing to the animal world, and one
spiritual and belonging to the heav-
enly world. While our animal pro-
pensities are in control we are carnal.
In this state is most of humankind
today ; and of this truth the biologist,
the psycologist, and sociologist, are
only too keenly aware. As it is said,
scratch a Russian and you will find
a Tartar; so it may be said, scratch
a civilized man and you will find an
animal,—walking about on two limbs,
it is true; utilizing his hands as.no
other animal can, it is true; with the

great gifts of speech and writing, it
is true; using his brain in analytical
and inductive thinking as no other
animal "apparently can, it is true.
But none the less an animal, with all
the propensities that characterize the
animal world waiting to express
themselves in action under neces-
sary stimuli. Lust, cruelty, vanity,
jealousy, greed,—these are the fun-
damental qualities which civilization
has clothed for us with fair garments
of culture, suavity, and adaptation,
so that under ordinary circumstances
we may display none of these innate
faults.

If one were a materialist, view-
ing these facts, one would become a
pessimist and a cynic. It is a des-
perate condition, truly. But it is to
change this condition that the great
Teachers of humanity have appeared:
It is their mission to show the way
by which we can rise above our ani-
nal self, and so strengthen our spir-
itual self that occasions which for-
merly excited our lust, our cruelty,
our vanity, our jealousy, our greed, no
longer are able to draw such expres-
sions from us. ‘Then, at last, we may
be called “spiritual man.” Then the
qualities of mercy, justice, humility,
unselfishness, and love .would have
predominance. They are the quali-
ties that would come into expression
under every emergency of life. And
their lovely influence, it is apparent,
if universally expressed would trans-
form all our government, our institu-
tions, our industry and commerce,
our human relations; and create a
new kind of civilization which could
appropriately bhe designated “The
Kingdom of Heaven.”

DOES THE history of religions
contain any evidence to show that
this transformation which is prom-
ised human beings if they fulfill the
necessary conditions, actually can and
has .taken place? TUndoubtedly it
does. The annals, not only of Chris-
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tianity but of Buddhism, Confu-
cianism, Brahminism, and Muham-
madanism, are full of evidence that
man can become saintly, and that
this change can even come about in
those who have been very much under
the domination of the carnal self.

Unfortunately this great truth of
the possibility of the transformation
of carnal into spiritual man has be-
come obscured by the theological con-
cept which has somehow grown up,
that this change is one of magical
quickness and that it occurs at a
single wish for such conversion ac-
companied by the proper ceremonial
formulae. Would that this were true,
and that the evangelizing, the spirit-
ualizing of our natures could be so
easily accomplished! Alas, the proc-
ess for most of us is much more
elaborate, tedious and painful. It is
a slow and constant process of hav-
- ing our faults uncovered to us by
daily tests; of becoming aware and
ashamed of these faults; of praying
for' their elimination; of undergoing
a spiritual exercise as rigorous, as
faithful as the physical exercise by
which we would arrive at bodily per-
fection.

And apart from and above the
need of all this exertion of the self
is the great and pregnant truth that
this spiritual transformation takes
place only by means of a catalysis,
the Holy Spirit. We cannot lift our-
selves by our boot-straps. We can-
not merely by our own exertions
change ourselves into spiritual be-
ings. We can greatly desire the
change, we can strive and pray for
it. But the actual change is wrought
by the power of the Holy Spirit. As
the sun shines upon the flower and
builds up its leaves and blossoms
which are in reality naught but me-
diated sunshine—so the Sun of Real-
ity shines upon our souls when we
withdraw the closing curtains of the
self, and builds them into forms of
spiritual beauty and effectiveness.
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SUCH IS the power of a great de-
sire and so infinite the miracle of the
Holy Spirit, that a soul may blossom -
in a moment and display a new glory
which is perhaps after all not sud-
denly attained but only suddenly ex-
pressed and realized, as the blossoms
of the night-blooming Cereus display
in a short space of time the glorious
expansion and transformation for
which they have long been preparing.
So man can become, in the twinkling
of an eye, apparently, changed from
carnal man to saint. But for most
of us,—the long steep path; the roll-
ing stones; the slipping feet; the
falls and fresh ascents: until a new
attmosphere is reached, a finer vibra-
tion, a speeding up of all the spirit-
ual functions and activities, a sense
of oneness, of help and support from
the Invisible.

Does any one know when he hag
reached the point of spirituality?
We doubt it; for the very self-con-
sciousness inherent in such knowl-
edge would be the condemnation of
the fact. No, this second birth, we
conjecture, is as unconscious as our
first birth. One is not aware of it.
The most saintly men we have known
have been the most humble, the most
sorrowful of their human frailties,
the most eagerly striving after fur-
ther grace of God. Not in this world,
we should think, is it given to any
soul to know that it is in and of the
Kingdom.

AND WHAT of those who do not
gain the Kingdom? Who do not even
wish and try to gain the Kingdom?
Who would go on expressing to the
world lust, cruelty, vanity, jealousy,
greed? Shall they predominate and
set the standards for the world?
Shall they control the configurations
of humanity and leave the saint and
spiritual man the alternative of re-
tiring from these activities conitrolled
by them? We feel this will not al-
ways be the case. The parable of the
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Master of the Vineyard would in-
dicate that the day will come when
those who on this planet persist in
evil will either be removed or de-
prived of power. There is a Master
who presides over our planetary des-
tinies, and He does not leave us
wholly to ourselves. He is, unknown
to us, constantly projecting Himself
Into our affairs to move us onward,
nearer to the consciousness of Him;
and we do not doubt but that the
Master will one day claim the planet
as His own.

Therefore to those who hearing of
the Baha’i Movement say—It is a
splendid teaching; but these won-

THE BAHA’I MAGAZINE

derful details of a new world unity
and civilization as projected by Ba-
hé&’u’lldh can never come to pass be-
cause human nature is as it is—let
us answer—The main mission of Ba-
ha’w’llah, the chief purpose of the
Bahéd’i Cause, is to change this stuff
of human nature finto something
other; to refine man; to transform
humanity itself from carnality to
spirituality. Then the divine civiliza-
tion defined and inaugurated by Ba-
h&a’v’llah will easily be achieved, be-
cauge it will be the heart’s desire of
every man, and will be but the natural
expression in organized form of the
aggregate planetary soul.

world of God.

IN THE human plane and kingdom man is a cap-
tive of nature and ignorant of the divine world until
born of the breaths of the Holy Spirit out of phy-
sical conditions of limitation and deprivation. Then
he beholds the reality of the spiritual realm and
kingdom, realizes the narrow restrictions of the
mere human world of existence and becomes con-
scious of the unlimited and infinite glories of the

’Abdu’l-Baha.
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CAN HUMAN NATURE CHANGE ?

Eduecation and religion are alike based on the assumption that it is possible to
change human nature. In fact, it requires but little investigation to show that
one thing we can say with certainty about any living thing is that it cannot
keep from changing. Without change there can be no life. Even the mineral
cannot resist change, and the higher we go in the scale of being, the moré Varieél,
complex, and wonderful do the changes become. Moreover, in progress and
develocpment among creatures of all grades we find two kinds of change—one
slow, gradual, often almost imperceptible';‘ and the other rapid, sudden and
dramatic. The latter occur at what are called “critical stages” of development.
In the case of minerals we find such critical stages at the melting and boiling
points, for example, when the solid suddenly becomes a liquid or the liquid Ye-
comes a gas. In the case of plants we see such critical stages when the seed
begins to germinate, or the bud bursts into leaf. In the animal world we see the
same on every hand, as when the grub suddenly changes into a butterfly, the
chick emerges for its shell, or the babe is born from its mother’s womb. In the
higher life of the soul we often see a similar transformation, when a man is
“born again” and his whole being becomes radically changed in its aims, its
character and activities. Such critical stages often affect a whole spe‘c.ies or
multitude df species simultaneously, as when vegetation of all kinds suddenly
bursts into new life in springtime.

Bahd'vw'llah declares that just as lesser living things have times of sudden
emergence into new and fuller life, so for mankind, also a “critical stage,” a
time of “re-birth,” is at hand. Then modes of life which have persisted from
the dawn of history up till now will ke quickly, irrevocably, altered, and humanity
enter on a new phase of life as different from the old as the butterfly is different
from the caterpillar, or the bird from the egg. Mankind as a whole, in the light
of new Revelation, will attain to a new vision of truth; as a whole country is
illumined when the sun arises, so that all men see clearly, where but an hour be-
fore everything was dark and dim. “This is a new cycle of human power,” says
’Abdu’l-Bahi. “All the horizens of the world are lumincus, and the world will
become indeed as a rosegarden and a paradise.” The aﬁalogies of nature are all
in favor of such a view; the prophets of old have with one accord foretold the
advent of such a glorious day; the signs of the times show clearly the profound
and revolutionary changes in human ideas and institutions are even now in
progress. What could be more futile and baseless therefore than the pessimistic
argument that, though all things else change, human nature cannot change?

Dr. J. E. Esslemont,
In “Baha’u’lldh and the New Era.”
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CHANGING HUMAN NATURE

FROM THE WRITINGS OF 'ABDU’L-BAHA

AN IS in the highest degree of

materiality, and at the begin-
ning of spirituality; that is to say,
he is the end of imperfection and the
beginning of perfection. . . . He has
the animal side as well as the angelic
side; and the aim of an educator is
to 80 train human souls that their
angelic aspect may overcome their
animal side. Then if the divine
power iin man which is his essential
perfection, overcomes the satanic
power, which is absolute imperfec-
tion, he becomes the most excellent
among the creatures; but if the sa-
tanic power overcomes the divine
power, he becomes the lowest of the
creatures. That is why he is the end
of imperfection and the beginning of
perfection. Not in any other of the
species in the world of existence is
there such a difference, contrast, con-
tradiction, and opposition, as in the
species of man. ... If he comes
under the shadow of the True Edu-
cator and is rightly trained, he be-
comes the essence of - essences, the
light of lighlts, the spirit of spirits;
he becomes the center of the divine
appearances, the source of spiritual
qualities, the rising-place of heavenly
lights, and the receptacle of divine
inspirations. If he is deprived of
this education he becomes the mani-

festation of satanic qualities, the sum’

of animal vices, and the source of all
dark conditions. (Answered Ques-
fions, p. 272).

IN THE WORLD of existence the
animal is a captive of nature. ~Its
actions are according to the exigen-
cies and requirements of nature. It
has no consideration or consciousness
of pood and evil. It simply follows
its natural instinct and inclination.
The Prophets of God have come to

- powers become awakened.

show man the way of righteousness
in order that he may not follow his
own natural impulses, but govern
his actions by the light of their pre-
cept and example. According to
their teachings he should do that
which is found to be praiseworthy
by the standard of reason and judg-
ment of intellect, even though it be
opposed to his natural human inclina-
tions; and he should not do that
which is found to be unworthy by
that same standard, even though it
be in the direction of his natural im-
pulse and desire. Therefore man
must follow and manifest the attri-
butes of the Merciful.

The imperfect members of society,
the weak souls in humanity follow
their natural trend. Their lives and
actions are in accord with their nat-
ural propensities; they are captives
of physical susceptibilities; they are
not in touch or in tune with the
spiritual bounties. Man has two as-
pects—the physical which is subject
to nature, and the merciful or divine
which is connected with God. If the
physical or natural disposition in him
should overcome the heavenly and
merciful he is then the most degraded
of animal beings; and if the divine
and spiritual should triumph over the
human and natural he is verily an
angel. The prophets come into the
world to guide and educate humanity
so that the animal nature of man may
disappear and the divinity of his
(Pro. of
U. P, p. 37, 38).

AS THERE are many defects in
the world of nature, the lights of di-
vine ecivilization are hidden, and na-
ture has become the ruler over all
things.

In the world of nature the greatest
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dominant note is the struggle for
existence—the result of which is the
survival of the fittest. The law of
the survival of the fittest is the origin
of all difficulties. It is the cause of
war and strife, hatred and animosity
between human beings.

In the world of nature there is {yr-
anny, egoism, aggression, overbear-
ance, usurpation of the rights of
others, and other blameworthy at-
tributes which are the defects of the
animal world. Therefore so long as
the requirements of the mnatural
world play paramount part among
the children of men, success and
prosperity are impossible. For the
success of the human world depends
upon the qualities and virtues with
which the reality of humanity is
adorned; while the exigencies of the
natural world work against the reali-
zation of this object. .

Nature is warlike, nature is blood-
thirsty, nature is tyrannical, nature
is unaware of His Highness the Al-
mighty. That is why these cruel
qualities are natural to the animal
world.

Therefore His Highness the Lord
of mankind, having great love and
mercy, has caused the appearance of
the prophets, and revelations of the
holy books, so that through divine
education the world of humanity may
be released from the corruption of
nature and the darkness of igno-
rance; be confirmed with ideal vir-
tues, the susceptibilities of conscious-
ness, and the spiritual attributes, and
become the dawning place of merci-
ful emotions. This is divine civiliza-
tion. Today in the world of hu-
manity material civilization is like
unto a lamp of the utmost trans-
parency, but this lamp—a thousand
times alas—is deprived of light.
This light is divine civilization, which
is instituted by the holy divine Mani-
festations. (Star of the West, Vol.
8, p. 15).

MAN IS ruler over nature’s sphere
and province. Nature is inert, man
is progressive. Nature has no con-
sciousness, man is endowed with it.
Nature is without volition and acts
perforce whereas man possesses a
mighty will. Nature is incapable of
discovering mysteries or realities
whereas man is especially fitted to do
s0. Nature is not in touch with the
realm of God, man is attuned to its
evidences. Nature is uninformed of
God, man is conscious of Him. Man
acquires divine virtues, nature is de-
nied them. Man can voluntarily dis-
continue vices, nature has no power
to modify the influence of its in-
ctinets. Altogether it is evident that
man is more noble and superior ; that

in him there is an ideal power sur-

passing nature. He has conscious-
ness, volition, - memory, intelligent
power, divine attributes and virtues
of which nature is completely de-
prived, bereft and minus; therefore
man is higher and nobler by reason
of the ideal and heavenly force latent
and manifest in him.

How strange then it seems that
man, notwithstanding his endowment
with this ideal power, will descend
to a level beneath him and declare
himself no greater than that which
is manifestly inferior to his real sta-
tion, God has created such a con-
scious spirit within him that he is
the most wonderful of all contingent
beings. In ignoring these virtues he
descends to the material plane, con-
siders matter the ruler of existence
and denies that which lies beyond.
Is this virtue? In its fullest sense
this is animalistic, for the animal
realizes nothing more. (Pro. of U.
P, p. 173).

IF MAN’S life be confined to the
elemental, physical world of enjoy-
ment, one lark is nobler, more ad-
mirable than all humanity because
its livelihood is prepared, its condi-
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tion complete, its accomplishment
perfect and natural.

- But the life of man is not so re-
stricted ; it is divine, eternal, not mor-
tal and sensual. For him a spiritual
existence and livelihood is prepared
and ordained in the divine creative
plan. His life is intended to be a life
of spiritual enjoyment to which the
animal can never attain. This en-
joyment depends upon the acquisition
of heavenly virtues. The sublimity
of man is hig attainment of the
knowledge of God. The bliss of man
is the acquiring of heavenly bestowals
which descend upon him in the out-
flow of the bounty of God. The
happiness of man is in the fragrance
of the love of God. This is the
highest pinnacle of attainment in the
human world. How preferable to the

animal and its hopeless kingdom!

{Pro. of U. P., p. 180).

IN MAN there are two natures.
His spiritual or higher nature, and
his material or lower nature. In one
he approaches God, in the other he
lives for the world alone. Signs of
both these natures are to be found
in man. In his material aspect he
expresses untruth, cruelty, and in-
justice. All these are the outcome of
his lower nature. The attributes of

his divine nature are shown forth in-

fove, mercy, kindness, truth and jus-
tice, one and all being expressions of
his higher nature. Every good habit,
every noble quality belongs to man’s
gpiritual nature, whereas all hig im-
perfections and sinful actions are
born of his material nature. .

The apostles, who were the disciples

of Jesus Christ, were just as other
men are; they, like their fellows, were
attracted by the things of the world,
and each thought only of his own ad-
vantage. They knew little of justice,
nor were the divine perfections found
in their midst.
lowed Christ and believed in Him,
their ignorance gave place to under-

But when they fol-

standing, cruelty was changed to jus-
tice, falsehood to truth, darkness into
light. They had been worldly, they
became spiritual and divine. (Wis-
dom Talks in Paris, p. 52).

HOW CAN man be content to lead
only an animal existence, when God
has made him so high a creature?
All creation is made subject to the
laws of nature, but man has been
able to conquer these laws. The sun,
in spite of its power and glory, is
bound by the laws of nature, and
cannot change its course by so much
as a hair’s breadth. . . . But to man
God has given such wonderful power
that he can guide, control and over-
come mnature. . . . Seeing that mah
has been created master of nature,
how foolish it is of him to become
her slave! What ignorance and stu-
pidity it is to worship and adore na-
ture, when God in His goodness has
made us masters thereof. God’s
power is visible to all, yet men shut
their eyes and see it not. (Wisdom
Talks in Paris, p. 121-2).

NO MATTER how much man may
acquire material virtues, he will not
be able to realize and express the
highest possibilities of life without
spiritual graces. God has created all
earthly things under a law of progres-
sion in material degrees but He has
created man and endowed him with
power of advancement toward spir-
tual and transcendental kingdoms.
He has not created material phe-
nomena after his own image and like-
ness but he has created man after
that image and with potential power
to attain that likeness. He has dis-
tinguished man above all other cre-
ated things. All created things ex-
cept man are captives of nature and
the sense world, but in man there has
been created an ideal power by which
he may perceive intellectual or spir-
itual realities. He has brought forth
everything necessary for the life of
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this world but man is a creation in-
tended for the reflection of wvirtues
divine. Consider that the highest
type of creation below man is the ani-
mal which is superior to all degrees
of life except man. Manifestly the
animal has been created for the life
of this world. Its highest virtue is
to express excellence in the material
plane of existence. The animal is
perfect when its body is healthy and
its physical senses are whole. When
it is characterized by the attributes of
physical health, when its physical
forces are in working order, when
food and surrounding conditions
minister to its needs, it has attained
the ultimate perfection of its king-
dom.

But man does mnot depend upon
these things for the virtues. No
matter how perfect his health and
physical powers, if that is all, he has
not yet risen above the degree of a
perfect -animal. - Beyond and above
this, God has opened the doors of

ideal virtues and attainments before’

the face of man. He has created in

his being the mysteries of the divine

kingdom. He has bestowed upon him
the power of intellect so that through
the attribute of reason when fortified
by the Holy Spirit he may penetrate
and discover ideal realities and be-
come informed of the mysteries of
the world of significances. As this
power to penetrate the ideal knowl-
edges 1s superhuman, supernatural,
man becomes the collective center of
spiritual ds well as material forees,
so that the divine spirit may mani-
fest itself in his being, the effulgences
of the kingdom shine within the
sanctuary of his heart, the signs of
the attributes and perfections of God
reveal themselves in a newness of
life. (Pro.of U.P., p.296).

JESUS CHRIST has said, “Except
a man be born of water and of the
spirit, he canot enter into the King-
dom of God.” By this Christ meant

that unless man is released from the
material world, freed from the cap-
tivity of materialism and receiving a
portion of the bounties of the
spiritual world, he shall be deprived
of the bestowals and favors of the
Kingdom of God, and the utmost we

~can say of Him is that he is a per-

fect animal. No one can rightly call
him a man. In another place he says,
“That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the
spirit is spirit.” The meaning of
this is that if man is a captive of na-
ture he is like unto an animal be-
cause he is only a body physically
born, that is he belongs to the world
of matter and remains subject to the
law and control of nature. But if he
is baptized with the Holy Spirit, if
he is freed from the bondage of na-
ture, released from animalistic ten-
dencies and advanced in the human
realm, he is fitted to enter into the
divine kingdom. The world of the
kingdom is the rcalm of divine bes-
towals and the bounties of God. It
is attainment of the highest virtues
of humanity; it is nearness to God;
it is capacity to receive the bounties
of the ancient Lord. When man ad-
vances to this station he attains the
second birth. Before his first or
physical birth man was in the world
of the matrix. . . . In that world he
had no knowledge of this vast range
of existence. . . . But after his birth
he began to open his eyes and behold
the wonders of this illimitable uni-
verse. Similarly, as long as-man is
in the matrix of the human world, as
long as he is the captive of nature, he

- is out of touch and without knowl-

edge of the universe of the kingdom.
If he attains rebirth while in the
world of nature he will become in-
formed of the divine world. He will
observe that another and a higher
world exists. . . . Therefore for the
perfect man there are two kinds of
birth. . . . In both he is without
knowledge of the new world of exist-
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ence he is entering. Therefore re-
birth means his reicase from the
captivity of mnature, freed.m from
attachment to this mortal and mate-
rial life. (Pro. of U. P., p. 298).

YOU HAVE asked why it was
necessary for the soul that was from
God to maks this journey back to
God? . . . The reality underlying
this question is that the evil spirit,
satan or whatever is interpreted as
evil, refers to the lower nature in
man. This baser nature is symbol-
ized in various ways. In man there
are two expressions, one is the ex-
pression of nature, the other the ex-
pression of the spiritual realm. The
world of nature is defective. Look
at it clearly, casting aside all super-
stition and imagination. If you
should leave a man uneducated and
barbarous in the wilds of Africa
would there be any doubt about his
remaining ignorant? God has never
created an evil spirit; all such ideas
and nomenclature are symbols ex-
pressing the mere human or earthly
nature of man. It is an essential
condition of the soil of earth that
thorns, weeds and fruitless trees may
grow from it. Relatively speaking

this is evil; it is simply the lower
state and baser product of nature.

It is evident therefore that man is
in need of divine education and in-
spiration; that the spirit and boun-
ties of God are essential to his de-
velopment. That is to say, the teach-
ings of Christ and the Prophets are
necessary for his education and guid-
ance. Why? Because they are the
divine gardeners who till the earth
of human hearts and minds. They
educate men, uproot the weeds, burn
the thorns and remodel the waste
places into gardens and orchards
where fruitful trees grow. The wis-
dom and purpose of their training
is that man must pass from degree
to degree of progressive unfoldment
until perfection is attained. . . Man
must walk in many paths and be sub-
jected to various processes in his
evolution upward. . . .

Briefly; the journey of the soul is
necessary. The pathway of life is
the road which leads to divine knowl-
edge and attainment. Without train-
ing and guidance the soul could never
progress beyond the conditions of its
lower nature which is ignorant and
defective. (Pro. of U. P., p. 289).

MAN may live a few days in this world, sleeps, eats, drinks and then passes
away, is confined into a subterranean dungeon and goes to the lowest of the low,
leaving no trace and no name behind him, But if, on the other hand, he turns
during the days of his life to the divine kingdom, acquires human perfections
and the excellent attributes of the world of humanity, his life will be a fruitful
one, he will pertain to the kingdom and will become heavenly and illumined.

’Abdu’l-Bah4.
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THE EVOLVING SPIRIT OF MAN

HOWARD R. HURLBUT

HERE is no such condition as

time associated with God. Time
is a purely human experience, oc-
casioned by the projection of this
material habitat of ours across the
pathway of the immaterial light of
the sun. But, as God is the center
of the universe and its illumination,
it is impossible that anything should
intervene in the pathway of His vi-
sion. Therefore, all things, whether
of an infinitude of ages in the past,
or to be projected on human vision
untold aeons of ages in the future,
are instant and perfect in the sight
of God.

To enable us to grasp somewhat of
the explanation of that which appears
before us in stages of progression in-
stead of completion, ’Abdu’l-Bah4, in
“Some Answered Questions,” made
the declaration that there wag never
a time when creation was not, nor
when man did not exist. To picture
such a condition would fix a limitation
upon Deity which is an impossible
supposition, and God would not then
have been Creator, nothing having
been brought into being. This ex-
plains, as we are able to assimilate
its intricate simplicity, the perfected
thing standing so in the Divine Sight
at the instant of its conception, where
we, being creatures in process of
development toward a state of perfec-
tion, must witness in everything its
periods of advancement toward the
completed structure.

It may be well to pause here briefly
and take stock of just what your own
idea of creation may be. Creation Is
not the bringing forth of anything
intrinsically new: It is instead the
projection into an area to which it
has been hitherto strange something
which ig infinitely old. At the incep-

tion of the Idea, there was incorpo-
rated into the germ of being the
potential element without which no
growth nor life would have been at
all possible—an unassailable prin-
ciple activating every department of
life. This principle was and is diges-
tion. It was first made evident upon
the plane of visibility when the spirit
of augmentation developed the initial
tiniest form of vegetable life, and it
operated in precisely the same man-
ner in that first delicate plant as it
is doing today in the greatest of the
sequoias standing after thousands of
years of continuous growth, the mar-
vel and the monarch of the forest.
It is what makes possible the con-
tinuity of being of every denizen of
the animal plane; by it the human
has been developed to his present
perfection of form; by it the intellect
has been able to reach its high sta-
tion of dominance over the mysteries
of the kingdoms of matter; by it, too,
the soul of man has been advanced
along the highways of spirvitual un-
derstanding,— by digestion.

You may have adopted the com-
mon habit of thought regarding the
attainments of great men like Thomas
A. Edison and Alexander Graham
Bell, that in their wonderful men-
talities there have floated visiens of
possibilities until they finally took on
tangibility and the invented device
resulted solely because of them. But
that is not true. A man like Edison
is merely the digester of the accu-
mulated ideas and practices of untold
generations of students of mechanism
and active universal prineiples, and
he has been able to fit into the gradu-
ally developing structure the key-
stone of the arch or the connection
whereby the circuit was made com-
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plete to permit the great underlying
principlé to find expression.

This is not in any wise detracting
from the - meritorious accomplish-

ment of the inventor, whose greatest.

merit les in the fact that he has been
permitted by his Maker to become an
agency for perfecting the means for
an expression of the Divine Will.
Could we be launched sufficiently far
into the field of past experiences of
the race we would see that all that
we have today, in science and art and
literature, has been had by antece-
dent peoples in thousands of cycles
beyond limit of cur reckoning, knowl-
edge of it and of them lost to us
by reason of those great unreadable
changes which *Abdu’l-Baha has told
us are so vast and completely elimina-
tive at the close of a cycle as to shut
off from human understanding any
knowledge of what has been before.
Today, more and more we are striv-
ing to delve into the underlying deeps
of the ocean, seeking contact with
civilizations of ages unguessably re-
mote, but it will be only when the
areas which are now the scene of our
activities shall have met with their
sure submergence that these hidden
continents will present to a new peo-
ple, lost to all knowledge of us and
our attainments, fields for research
just as those of the Babylonian plains
and the Egyptian desert atiract the
archeologists of our-own time.

To be confident in the knowledge
that our -earth is almost unbeliev-
ably old, that eivilization is a matter
not merely of our own time and place
but of the unnumbered thousands of
times, to realize that through all of
these the Christ Appearance has
ever been the Center of Divine Guid-
ance, without which no real progress
were at all possible, and that in the
ultimate  of intellectual attainment
the human ego has ever:been the
cause of race degradation, must. il-
limitably expand the vision and in-
-gpire the soul with the inconceivable
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splendor of its destiny, progressing
along the highway of constantly aug-
menting beauties toward a goal of
perfection it is never by any possibi-
lity to attain.

’Abdu’l-Bahd declared that the
Manifestation of the Glory of God in
our day is the greatest that has ap-
peared upon the earth plane in the
immensely vast period of some thou-
sands of years.

The Source of limitless power,
boundless knowledge and dominant
authority must ever remain an enig-
ma hopeless of solution and ap-
proach: From it, emanated a single
law—the . Law of Love, or Attrac-
tion—inviolable, irrefragible, ever-
lasting, by which and through which ’
all things that are were given life
or being. Therefore it would seem
that the Source is not the creator
but the Causer of things: it does
not directly create. In the Qur’an
of Muhammad appears this clear re-
vealment: “Were it not for thee
(Muhammad) I had not created the
spheres.”

Muhammad, in the sense of a des-
ignated individual or personality, is
not the subject of the revelation, but
Muhammad—the appearance of the
unchangeable Christ in the perfected
human temple, standing as the pur-
posed spiritual creation of Deity.
From this it may be seen ithat the
perfect Appearance has not been
something to be confined to or lim-
ited by a specific or single personage,
or era, or locality, but that the spirit
of the utterance attaches to every
Christ appearance m the hlstory of
the races of men. Thus, in Jesus

~and Moses, in Baddha and Zoroaster,

in Confucius and ofhers, this