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oř" o^bfc* '.'.religions, aéverí disagree withwhátever \t* í-t.óid- '’tbém W -•&'.l'â west; 
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"When a rer.son’s life is purely moral,when his daily actions'are propelled by
lives of those who cotse :in . 

touch with himtfhe-lnaiucerei i^n.learhs -frorc hiin the lessons of sincerity;. ■'• - ď.<\, x,' "f-- 1
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*$fealth becomes the causst of heedlessness :tp .many ;souls,except'those who 
aref 'believers in Cod and "tend'the'verses of God,For this reason His Bdliness ' 
Christ said;'* <$fc is eadier <fopVtbe camel to enter through the .eye of a needle 
-thaurtor a rich man to ̂ UtoJT^fíe /tingdpro of *Miaiť;Vfiat .‘blessed, its the :rlch 
man Whose wealth and /apulehce do not prevent him -from,-turning his láce toward 
l©d,aftd wdiose heart is not attached to ltJSuch: &  vrich 'mánáí.s' ;t.be 'light of the 
world.Today Baron Rothschild has come to Bailable ils .one ofcthe■ wealthiest. men 

of Europe*Re Is much interested >in the Jewirh colonization of;ia3;estihe}:,.and IS'■■■ 
devoting nmoh of his time and attention to .this: prdhï.e»'*SOV?'. 'he .'has 3one to Tib
erius, Ret is busy all could »rot stay longer íhaW;..úperh.ouř;fie has
hardly time to breathd*&!l the people are toiling and laboring to attain to the
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Gad and h im iü ty j  ihts.y 'spend ' the ir  acquired .riches for the d ispe l l ing  of the 

darknesi: of ignorance ,and eœ pl^  "tjjheir ' treasures "for the a l lev ia t ion  of the 

misery of the childt’en of 'God » The .-Ijight 'of such rich men w i l l  never grow dim 

end the free of th e i r  generosity vlili, grow in -s isc  and stature,producirig f ru i t s

in a l l '  seasons, Their every deed w i l l  as an exemple -for succeeding genera t ions ,”
1

Ahmad Sohr an .



Bahai N est, Mount Carmel,
H a ifa , S y r ia , February 25,1914*

Dear f r ie n d s :
I t  was a lo v e ly  day. She Beloved o f our h e a r t s ,  

en joy ing  good h e a l th ,  spen t a b e a u t i f u l  hour in  th e  r o s e -  
g ard en . C hairs  were brought o u t, and He s a t  n ea r a IhetSgoY 
w onderfu l bed o f  f r a g r a n t  v i o l e t s ,  ©ear l i t t l e  p a n s ie s  
charmed th e  eye,, m arig o ld s were in  abundance, s to c k s  gave 
out t h e i r  f r a g ra n c e , a b ig  p a tch  o f w hite  f r e e s i a s  perfumed 
th e  a i r ,  th e  scen ted  h y a c in th s  were p l e n t i f u l ,  peeping t h e i r  
heads above th e  ea rth *  c a rn a tio n s  d e l ig h te d  the h e a r t  o f th e  
b eh o ld e r , n a s tu rtiu m s  were d e l ic a te ly  te n d e r , geranium s ra n  
r i o t ,  and Ohl many, many o th e r  p r e t ty  flo w ers  whose names I  
am ig n o ra n t o f ,  adorned th e  garden . She c o lo rs  b lended  
to g e th e r  most lu x u r ia n t ly .  Above a l l ,  and th rough  a l l ,  
ro seo y e llo w , p in k , w h ite  and r e d , c o n tr ib u te d  not a l i t t l e  
to  make a f a i r y la n d  o f  th e  l a s t ,  a d e a r  garden  of th e  m ystic  
O rie n t, c a rry in g  th e  im a g in it in n  back in to  a w orld  o f  s p i r -  
i t u a l  romance and love*

She sky was c l e a r  and th e  afternooru isun  se n t down 
i t s  warm, s o f t ,  a f f a b le  r a y s .  As th e  M aster s a t  th e r e ,  now 
absorbed  in  B is  th o u g h t, now c o r re c t in g  a number o f  t a b l e t s  
l a t e l y  r e v e a le d , and now look ing  over th e  d e l ig h t f u l  garden ,
He made a d iv in e  p ic tu r e  o f  Moses w ith  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  
Law, and o f  C h r is t w ith  th e  beau ty  o f  th e  Law o f Love and 
m eekness. H is s i l k y ,  smooth w h ite  lo ck s  were f a l l e n  on 
H is sh o u ld e rs ; h i s  s p o t l e s s ,  w h ite  tu rb a n  adorned H is m assive 
head; and H is w h ite , b e a u t i f u l ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  b ea rd  gave one 
th e  c o n f id e n t im p ressio n  o f H is f a th e r ly  te n d e rn e ss* . She 
a f te rn o o n  was so f a i r  and charm ing, th e  w eather was so 
b ra c in g  and p u re , th e  su rro u n d in g s so p o e tic  and a t t r a c t i v e ,  
th a t  I  cou ld  n o t b e l ie v e  i t  was r e a l .  I t  was e x a c tly  l ik e  
a go lden  dream, th e  e f f e c t  o f  which i s  e x h i la r a t in g .  But 
t h i s  was not a dream , i t  was a page tak en  out o f  some rom antic 
book, id e a l  y e t  r e a l ,  i l l u s i v e  y e t ta n g ib le ,  u n e a r th ly  and 
s p i r i t u a l .  *he Beloved to ld  a e  to  b r in g  a c h a ir  and s i t  
n ea r th e  bed o f  v io le ts *  Shen Ee o rd ered  Khosro to  p ick  
some v i o l e t s  and w ith  them p re p a re  some te a  f o r  him.
Shen r a is in g  H is m a je s t ic  head and w atch ing  Ism ael Aga work
in g  in  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  garden ,

He s a id :

• I s  not t h i a  garden  b e a u t i f u l?  Are th e re  no t many 
k in d s o f  flo w ers  in  i t ?  Does i t  no t look l ik e  an im perish 
ab le  p a rad ise?  -Is not th e  w eather warm and b racing?
Were i t  no t f o r  th e  in d u s try  and p a tie n c e  o f  Ism ael Aga 
we would not have t h i s  lo v e ly  f lo w e r -s p o t .  W ell, t e l l  me, 
M irza Ahmad, what e l s e  d o s t thou  w ish  o f  God? Has He no t 
g iv e n  th e e  t h i s  f a i r  g a rd en , a rray ed  w ith  m u ltitu d e s  o f 
flo w ers?  And th e  s ig h t  o f  w hich thou  a r t  en joy ing  from 
morning to  n ig h t ,  from day to  day and! month to  month?"



By t h i s  tim e a nujjber o f  th e  p ilg r im s  e n te re d  th e  
g ard en , and fie bade them s i t  down. Y/.hen B asheer brought 
th e  te a  f o r  each , th e  Beloved s t a r t e d  to  joke  w ith  me* 
A ddressing th e  p i lg r im s ,

He s a id :

*8hie M irza Ahmad cla im s to  be a d o c to r ,  He t e l l s  
me no t to  d r in k  te a  because i t  b r in g s  s le e p le s s n e s s .  I s  
he r ig h t  in  h is  a s s e r t io n ? *  (*Yes*, answered lo u d ly  one 
o f  th e  p i lg r im s .)  “Be says I  must d r in k  v io le t  te a (a n d  
l e  showed them th e  cup c o n ta in in g  th e  l iq u i d ,  o f  a fa in t; ,  
lo v e ly  v io l e t  c o lo r ,  j u s t  g iven  Him by B ash ee r.) lie in 
s i s t s  on being  a d o c to r , and says i f  you don*t b e l i e v e , !  w i l l  
go and p u t on my head an American h a t -  and by th e  way he 
lo v es  America very  much -  and th en  every one must c a l l  him 
D octor Ahmad o r Doctor Sohrab,*

W ell, Be co n tin u ed  to  jo k e  w ith  me in  t h i s  way fo r  
s e v e ra l  more m in u te s , and I  was, o f  c o u rse , wery happy, 
th e n  He o rd e red  Is fa n d e y a r  to  have th e  landeau  ready and en
te r e d  th e  house to  p re p a re  h im se lf  fo r; th e  d r iv e .  J u s t  a t  
t h i s  ju n c tu re  E a j i  M irza Heydar A li a r r iv e d ,  and th e  Beloved 
see in g  him th e r e ,  asked him to  go w ith  Him on th e  d r iv e .  
Moneer E ffen d i and H ossein  E ffe n d i , h i s  two g ran d so n s, 
between s ix  and e ig h t  y e a rs  o ld  each , accompanied Kim a ls o . 
Shen l e  asked me to  jo in  Him, which I  d id  w ith  g re a t  a l a c r i ty  
While th e  c a r r ia g e  was d r iv in g  along a number ox His C a lifo r 
n ia  á d d re sse s  were re a d  to  Him fo r  c o r r e c t io n .  V arious 
ad d re sse s  b rough t back to  H is r i c h  mind th e  rem in iscen ces  
o f  th o se  n e v e r - to -b e - fo rg o t te n  days, and H is sweet words 
sanic deep in to  th e  co n sc io u sn ess  o f th e  Angel o f wount Oarmel 
When Me reach ed  th e  open f ie ld , and the! c a r r ia g e  s to p p ed , He 
got ou t , walked b e s id e  th e  g reen  meadows and adm ired t h e i r  

in te n s e  v erd an cy . Im m ediately  a number o f  poor women, 
c lo th e d  in  r a g s ,  w ith  t h e i r  babes on t h e i r  arms and a la rg e  
crowd o f  poor c h i ld r e n ,  g a th e re d  around Him. H is pocket 
was f u l l  o f “B ashleek  and M ata leek", and He d i s t r ib u t e d  t h i s  
money amongst them , p la c in g  in  th e  palm o f each hand one or 
s e v e ra l  p ie c e s .  B efore we s t a r t e d  i n  th e  c a r r ia g e  I saw 
Is fa n d e y a r  c a rry in g  in  h is  arm se v e ra l ' warm black"w oolen 
c o a ts  and I wondered f o r  what p u rp o s e .1 However, my joy 
was so g r e a t  when th e  M aster asked me to  go w ith  Him th a t  
I  fo rg o t a l l  about th e  c o a ts .  How, w h ile  th e s e  o ld  women 
were g a th e re d  around Kim, c lam oring  f o r  more money, He 
looked  a t  each w ith  th e  eye o f judgment and p r e c i s ia n ,  and 
s e le c t in g  a few out o f  th e  many, He asked Is fa n d e y a r  to  g iv e  
them th e  c o a ts ,  one by one. With H is own b le s se d  hands He 
made everyone pu t on a .c o a t ,  and th en  b u tto n ed  them H im self, 
She women were w ild  w ith  jo y  and th a n k fu ln e s s . *hey wanted 

to  k is s  B is  hands b u t He would not l e t  them do i t .
*0 E ffe n d ií  May God co n fe r  upon th e e  many y e a rs i  May 
th e  Lord p r o te c t  th y  ch ild ren *  May th y  househo ld  in c re a se !

Diary Feb. 2 5 , 1914 -  2 -



D iary Feb. 25, 1914 -  3 -

May th e  B ounties o f Heaven descend upon th e e i We a re  poor 
and thou a r t  c a r in g  f o r  ub ; we a re  naked and thou  a r t  
c lo th in g  u s ; we a re  hungry and thou  a r t  fe ed in g  u s ; we a r t  
f a th e r l e s s  and thou  a r t  our f a th e r ;  r e  a re  c h e e r le s s  and 
thou  a r t  o u r  com fort £* &hus th ey  poured ou t o f  th e  foun
t a in s  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h e i r  lo v e ly  unconscious p ra y e rs  o f  
g r a t i t u d e .  As th e  c a r r ia g e  was re tu rn in g  home, suddenly 
i t  dawned upon my mind how t r u ly  b i b l i c a l  was t h e i r  la n 
guage, f o r  i s  i t  not w r i t te n  in  th e  G ospel: "For I  was an
hungered and ye gave me. m eat; I  was t h i r s t y  and ye gave me 
d r in k ; l  was a s t r a n g e r  and ye took  me in ;  naked and ye 
c lo th e d  me; I  was s ic k  and ye v i s i t e d  me; I was in  pi*ison
and ye came un to  me. ------- and. the , King s h a l l  answer and
say unto  them, V e r ily , 1 say unto  you , inasmuch as ye have 
done i t  u n to  one o f th e  leafet o f  th e s e  my b re th re n , ye 
have done i t  un to  me.*

V e r ily , th e se  are  g lo rio u s : d ays, heavenly d ays, 
b i b l i c a l  d ay s , Gospel d ay s , i n  w hich you and I  a re  l iv i n g .  
She s p i r i t  o f  O h ris t i s  ag a in  m a n ife s t. L e t u s  fo llo w  
H is d iv in e  example; l e t  u s  be o f  th o se  who a r e  doing th e  
L ord ’ s work. D aily  He i s  te a c h in g  u s ,  l e t  u s  le a r n  from 
Him; th rough  ddeds o f  s e rv ic e  He i s  in s t r u c t in g  u s ,  
l e t  u s  im i ta te  Him.

Ahmad so h rab .



Bahai M eet, Mount Carm el,
H a ifa , S y r ia , F ebruary  26, 191-4.

Dear f r ie n d s :
L if e  on Mount Carmel i s  a go lden  dream o f  th e  a n g e ls  

o f  th e  H ig h e s t, in e f f a b le  and b e a u t i f u l*  I t  i s  a f a i r y la n d  
sw eet and ten d er*  Have we no t h ea rd  i n  ou r ch ild h o o d  about 
th e  b le s s e d n e s s  o f  P a r a d is e ,  th e  b l i s s f u l n e s s  o f  Heaven? 
a*he p e rc e iv in g  h e a r t ,  th e  se e in g  eye , w h ile  l iv in g  on Mount’ 
Carmel r e c e iv e s  a f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h a t  w o n d erfu l L i f e ,  th a t  
in n e r  i l lu m in a t io n  so charm ingly  d e s c r ib e d  by th e  p o e ts  and 
s e e r s .  Man becomes a t  once th e  c e n te r  and m a in sp rin g  o f  
many d iv in e  e x p e r ie n c e s , th e  sa c re d n e s s  o f  w hich he w i l l  
n ev e r f o r g e t  and th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  w hich h e  can  n ev e r de
s c r ib e .  Only h e  f e e l s  i n  th e  c o re  o f  h i s  h e a r t  th e  t h r i l l  
and s t i r  o f  a new aw akening, th e  u rg e  o f  a new i n s p i r a t i o n ,

th e  deepen ing  o f  a new c o n s c io u s n e s s , and th e  im p e llin g  
fo rc e  o f  a new l i f e . ,  ca lm , u n d is tu rb e d  and s e re n e . ffihese 
m y s tio , i n v i s i b l e  s t im u l i  s t r u g g le  h a rd  to  be b o rn  in to  th e  
w orld  o f  e x p re s s io n  and v i s i b i l i t y ,  b u t th e y  a r e  ly in g  too  
deep  in  th e  su b c o n sc io u s  w o rld . Ih e  a i r  o f  Mount Carmel 
i s  h o ly ,  i t s  charm s a re  i n f i n i t e ,  i t s  w ild  g r a c e fu l  f lo w e rs  
a re  f r a g r a n t ,  i t s  sc en e ry  i s  u n iq u e , i t s  m o un ta in s a r e  v e r 
d a n t and i t s  g a rd e n s  a re  e l e g a n t .  Oh I how o f te n  a s o u l  i n
th e  f a r  o f f  la n d  lo n g s  to  s te e p  h im s e lf  i n  th e  sea o f  t h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  ca lm ness and d r in k  from  th e  ifo u n ta in  o f  e t e r n a l  
y o u th .

D a ily ,  h o u r ly ,  I o f f e r  th a n k s g iv in g  u n to  th e  
t h r e s h o l d  o f  bJJSU^O’l l a *  f o r  th u s  g iv in g  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
b e in g  a  w i tn e s s  o f  th e  m a rv e llo u s  deeds and w ondrous w o rk in g s  
o f  th e  S p i r i t  i n  th e  d iv in e  tem p le  o f  ou r B e lo v ed . i l l  
t h a t  I  a sk  o f  th e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  God i s  t h a t  th e y  p ray :" fo r me, 
t h a t  1 may rem a in  f i rm  t o  th e  v e ry  l a s t ,  t h a t  when I  have 
f i n i s h e d  my work n e a r  th e  th r o n e  o f  th e  M ajesty  o f  Abha I 
may go o u t in to  th e  w o rld  as  a h e r a ld  p ro c la im in g  Mis g lo ry  
and pow er, and t h a t  I  may be c o n firm e d  in  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  
Mis b e lo v e d  f r i e n d s .  ® h is i s  ray h ig h e s t  a s p i r a t i o n .  f h i s  
i s  ray v i s i o n  o f  th e  f u t u r e ,  t h i s  i s  my h e a r t f e l t  s u p p l ic a 
t i o n  to w ard  God. I  am n o t a w orthy  in s t ru m e n t  I  know, I  
am f u l l  o f  m is ta k e s  and s h o r tc o m in g s , b u t I  hope t h a t  th e  
com bined p r a y e r s  o f  th e  f r i e n d s  w i l l  h e lp  me to  c lim b  th e  
m o u n ta in  o f  v i s i o n  and  to  r e a c h  th e  sum m it. B ut i s  t h e r e  
any summit a f t e r  a l l ,  o r  i s  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  s o u l  s p i r a l ,  
r i s i n g ,  r i s i n g ,  e v e r  y e a r n in g  to  a t t a i n  to  t h a t  w h ich  i s  
U n a t ta in a b le ?  And th e  so c a l l e d  sum m it i s  no o th e r  th a n  one 
o f  th e  i n f i n i t e  s t a t i o n s  w h e re in  th e  s t r i v i n g  s o u l  r e s t s  
f o r  a w h ile  and  th e n  t a k e s  i t s  h ig h e r  f l i g h t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t r u e  t o  i t s  p r im a l  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s o u l  m ust p r e s s  fo rw a rd , 
t a r r y i n g  now here and lo o k in g  n e i t h e r  t o  th e  l e f t  n o r  to  th e  
r i g h t .  I t s  p a th  i s  s t r e w n  w ith  t h o r n l e s s  r o s e s ,  i t s  u l 
t im a te  d e s t i n y  i s  th e  Kingdom o f  God; th e  p u rp o se  o f  i t s  
p r e s e n c e  h e r e  i s  ‘to  e v o lv e  i n t o  a fe ig h e r  and  p u r e r  e n t i t y ,  
i t s  home i s  t h e  good p l e a s u r e  o f  th e  L o rd  and i t s  g o a l  i s  
th e  P a r a d i s e  o f  Abha.



A ll day th e  Beloved was in  and o u t, people c a l l in g  
on him in  th e  morning and l e  c a l l in g  on them in  th e  a f t e r 
noon. Ee looked w e ll and occup ied . . In  th e  evening Se de
l iv e r e d  a very long «Balle to  th e  p i lg r im s , to u ch in g  th e  va
r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  Cause, h is to r y ,  m o ra li ty , e x h o r ta tio n , 

s to r i e s  o f some o f th e  m a rty rs , in c id e n ts  in  th e  stormy 
l i f e  o f  3Ax-IA‘0 ‘LIiAS, e t c .  e t c .  Amongst th e  b e l ie v e r s  th e re  
was an o ld  man by th e  name Mohammed Bbráhim. Ee l iv e s  in  
Acca and has j u s t  come to  meet th e  B eloved. ©he M aster, 
lo o s in g  a t  him te n d e r ly ,  s a id :

■ It i s  now f i f t y - f i v e  y e a rs  th a t  Mohammed Ebrahim 
i s  w ith  u s .  When he accep ted  th e  Cause in  Bagdad and came 
to  u s ,  he was a young man. With a number o f  o th e r  b e l ie v e r s  
he l iv e d  in  one sm all room. Although they  d id  no t have 
any v i s ib le  so u rces o f  income, save t h e i r  l i t t l e  t r a d e s ,  
y e t they  were most happy. Whatever th ey  made o r they  had 
belonged  to  th e  l i t t l e  ‘ community1, and th e re  was never any 
f r i c t i o n  amongst them. ©here was a man by th e  name o f H aji 
M irza Ahmad, who p assed  th rough  Bagdad. As he was a g re a t  
m iser he d id  no t go to  th e  h o te l ,  b u t c a l le d  on th e se  poor 
B ahais and s tay ed  w ith  them. He co u ld  very w e ll a f fo rd  to  
Pay th e  ren$  o f  a room, b u t he d id  no t want to  in c u r  any 
expenses. I n  th e  evenings he would p rep are  te a  f o r  him
s e l f ,  and w h ile  d r in k in g  p ra is e d  i t s  f la v o r  and odor, but 
n ever o f fe re d  one cup to  th e  r e s t .  A fte r  s ta y in g  a few 
n ig h ts  he began to  com plain about f l e a s  and m osquitos.
At th a t  tim e  t h i s  Mohammed Ebrahim claim ed to  be a p o e t, and 
in s te a d  o f  answ ering him in  p ro se  he w rote a v e rse , th e  
meaning o f  which i s  as  fo llo w s:

•God has g iv en  u s a  lo f ty  p a la c e ,
0 thou  c ro o k ed -s ig h ted  M aji, what manner o f  a
rogue thou a r t .* *

A b e l ie v e r  a r r iv e d  l a t e  and was going to  s i t  n ea r 
th e  doorway.

©he M aster m otioned to  him:

■Come, Comei s i t  h e re i ©Here i s  a s p i r i t u a l  
C ourt. ©here i s  no up and down."

Again He spoke:

•©hose so u ls  who a re  b e l ie v e r s  in  God and conform 
in  t h e i r  manners to  th e  Law o f God.» are  e a s i ly  d is t in g u is h e d  
from  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld  th rough  t h e i r  deeds, t h e i r  th o u g h ts
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and t h e i r  b eh a v io r . -  -  -  ï-he musk h e ra ld s  i t s  f ra g ra n c e  
from a f a r  o f f ;  th o se  who have th e  sense o f  sm ell f iee l i t .  
H is H o lin ess  C h r is t  say s : th r o u g h  t h e i r  f r u i t s  you s h a l l  
know th e m .1 I f  th e  f r u i t s  o f  th e  t r e e  a re  sweet they  
a re  e d ib le ; i f . t h e y  a re  b i t t e r  th ey  must be thrown away.
Sy t h i s  C h ris t means we must look a t  th e  deeds and a c tio n s  
of th e  p eo p le . I f  from t h e i r  b eh av io r and manner th e re  
appear s a n c t i ty  and h o l in e s s ,  they  are; fo llo w e rs  of the  
L ig h t; bu t i f  they  show th e  s ig n s  o f c o n tra r in e s s  and e v i l  
th o u g h ts  they  a re  l iv in g  a g a in s t th e  good p le a su re  o f th e  
Lord* An ig n i te d  cand le  i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from an e x tin g  
gu ish ed  one; th e  l i g h t  i s  n o t tak en  f o r  d a rk n ess , th e  path  
o f gu idance i s  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  p a th  o f e r r o r ,  d iv in e  
m o ra lity  cannot be mixed w ith  s a ta n io  a t t r ib u te s * *

I may go on and t r a n s l a t e  f o r  you th e s e  Words of 
ffru th , b u t th e se  a re  only a few drops* I  cannot b r in g  to  
you th e  ocean. ®he ocean was in  your m id s t' you have 
seen  i t s  waves ascend ing  a t  tim e s , to  th e  -very h e ig h t o f 
heaven!

Ahmad Sohrab* :r
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Bahai W est, Mount g arme I ,
H a ifa , S y ria , February 37,1914..

Dear f r ie n d s :
Our h e a r t s  were r e jo ic e d  by th e  a r r i v a l  o f  fo u r  

p ilg r im s ; two from B oroujon, a v i l l a g e  about 40 m iles  from 
th e  c i ty  o f Esphahan, one from Taad, and one from In d ia .
She f i r s t  two know my r e l a t i v e s  in  Esphahan, have seen  my 
f a th e r  and two b ro th e r s ,  and gave me lpuoh in te r e s t in g  news 
about my home* I  y/as g la d  to  h ea r about them , bu t I was , 
o f  co u rse , more th an  g lad  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  news o f th e  p ro 
g re s s  o f th e  Cause and th e  sp read  o f th e  P r in c ip le s  o f the 
Kingdom. How t r u e  a re  th e  Words o f  C h r is t :  "V e rily , I
say unto  you, th e re  i s  no man th a t  h a th  l e f t  home, o r pa
r e n t s ,  o r b ro th e r s ,  o r c h i ld re n ,  fo r  th e  Kingdom of God*s 
sake , who s h a l l  not re c e iv e  manifoldmmore in  t h i s  p re se n t 
tim e and in  th e  w orld  to  come l i f e  'e v e r la s tin g .*

Having e n te re d  in to  th e  w onderfu l commonwealth 
o f  Bahai B ro therhood , -I f e e l  th ey  a re ; o f my ovm f l e s h  and 
b lood . SAHA10 ‘LLAS, th rough  th e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f His s p i r 
i t u a l  id e a l s ,  has ta k en  away th e  v e i l s  of s e p a ra tio n  and 
u n ite d  us in  th e  Knowledge o f rhe, Kingdom. ©ho P ilg rim s*
Borne is  now fa.;.led w ith  th e s e  halp^opeppl'e who exchange wilh 
each o th e r  th e  news o f th e  advancement of th e  Cause in  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t iv e  homes, and a re  encouraged and in s p i r e d  by th e  
example o f  o th e r s .  As I  looked to n ig h t  in to  t h e i r  sh in in g  
f a c e s ,  s i t t i n g  around th e  t a b l e ,  I  m arv e lled  a t  th e  Power o f  
God who i s  c o n s ta n tly  g a th e r in g  th e s e  men and women on Mount 
Oarmel, and th en  a f t e r  a few weeks s c a t t e r s  them. S ince 
my r e tu r n  to  th e  E ast w ith  how many B ahais have I  shaken 
hands and s a t  around th e  t a b l e .  I  do no t see  any o f th e  
o ld  f a c e s ,  p robab ly  I  s h a l l  never see them a g a in . I  do no t 
remember th e  names o f  a l l  o f  them. in  a few weeks a l l  
th o se  who a re  now in  th e  P ilgeim s* Home w i l l  be re p la c e d  
by o th e r s .  But s u re ly  th rough  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  and d is p e r 
s io n  o f  th e  peop le  o f  v a r io u s  r e l ig io n s  God i s  slow ly  evolv
ing  and working ou t H is Mighty Plato o f  th e  Ages -  U n ity .
Our l im ite d  minds may no t g rasp  th e  f u l l  p ro p o rtio n  o f  Mis 
m o tiv e , b u t we know f u l l  w e ll he i s  no t b r in g in g  to g e th e r  
th e s e  peop le  w ith o u t a w e ll d e fin e d  d iv in e  p u rpose . tëoday 
th e  Beloved gave p e rm iss io n  to  a l l  th e  p ilg r im s  to  go to  
Acca and M iraa Mohsen was ap p o in ted  to  be t h e i r  g u id e . © heir 
eager a n t ic ip a t io n  to  v i s i t  th e  Home o f bàI A '0'LLAH and 
w orship a t l i s  Moly © hreshold  made them r i s e  v ery  e a r ly ,  so 
when I  walked over from my l e s t  to  th e  Home I  found a l l  had 
gone, except a few.

Descending th e  b e a u t i f u l  M ountain, th e  w ild  flow 
e r s  s a lu te d  me from b o th  s id e s  and extended to  me th e  hand 
o f  fellowitafci|p. She Beloved wa;s w alking in  th e  ro se  garden 
w e ll ,  jo y o u s, in h a lin g  th e  ;u r e ,  f r e s h  a i r  and d e l ig h te d  by 
th e  s o f t  ra y s  o f  th e  sun . A fte r a tim e , Mr. and Mrs.
Holbach a r r iv e d  and jo in e d  Him in  th e :g a rd e n . ©hey had 
in  t h e i r  hands a book w r i t te n  by an Englishm an on th e  R e li
g io n  o f Is la m . A fte r  a few rem arks on t h e i r  p a r t  th e  
M aster saidS
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She M aster s a id :

She t r u e  a sp e c t o f th e  R e lig io n  of Is lam  i s  n o t 
only  m isunderstood  by th e  European m is s io n a r ie s  and s c h o la r s ,  
Out even by th e  Mohammedans th em se lv es , ov/ing to  th e  a d d it io n  
o f dogmas. I f  we want to  stud$  Is lam  we must go w ith  a 
p r a y e r f u l ,  r e v e re n t h e a r t  to  i t s  so u rce , th e  Koran. A ll 
th e  com m entators and th e o lo g ia n s  confuse  our th o u g h ts  and 
m is lead  our aim s. In s te a d  o f being  a cause o f honor they  
have been a cause o f h u m ilia t io n  to  Is lam . For exam ple, 
one of t h e i r  most im portan t c reed s  i f ;  t h i s ;

*Whosoever p u b lic ly  co n fe sse s  th a t  th e re  i s  no God 
save God th e  One God, and Mohammed i s  l i is  P ro p h e t, he w i l l  
be sav ed 1

How t h i s  h in d  o f  dogm atic c reed  has no th in g  to  do 
w ith  Is la m , bu t any in q u ir e r  w i l l  be le d  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  t h i s  
i s  an a r t i c l e  o f  f a i t h ,  sim ply because th e  ig n o ra n t orthodox  
Mohammedans a re  u pho ld ing  i t !  But i f  you go s tra ig h tw ay  
to  th e  Koran you w i l l  f in d  no v e rse  th a t  even in d ic a te s  th e  
fo rm u la tio n  o f  such a s tra n g e  narrow  c re e d . on th e  con
t r a r y  you w i l l  come a c ro s s  th e  fo llo w in g  s ig n i f i c a n t  v e rse :

*8he p eo p le  o f  th e  boohs, such as  C h r is t ia n s ,  lew s, 
Moslems and th o se  who b e l ie v e  in  th e  U nit#  and S in g len ess  
o f  God and th e  im m o rta lity  o f  th e  s o u l ,  and p r a c t ic e  c h a r i ty  
and a re  b en ev o len t and h ind  to  th e  p oo r, and ta k e  ca re  o f 
th e  o rphans, th ey  a r e  th e  peop le  of S a lv a tio n .*  How, con
s id e r  what a v a s t d if f e re n c e  th e re  e x i s t s  between th e  Beaching 
o f th e  Koran and th e  c ree d  m entioned! From t h i s  one 
in s ta n c e  yon can judge o f a l l  th e  o th e r  m istakes*  th e r e 
fo re  i t  i s  most u n f a i r  and m is lead in g  i f  an e n q u ire r ,  in s te a d  
o f  go ing  to  th e  Koran f o r  h i s  c o r r e c t  in fo rm a tio n  concerning  
I s la m , would s t i c k  to  th e  body o f  th e  c re e d s , b u i l t  up by 
c r a f ty  and s e l f  seek ing  men.*

Speaking about th e  Kingdom og God» 8e s a id ;

•She Kingdom o f  God i s  l ik e  unto  t h i s  g a rd en . I t  
c o n ta in s  many k in d s  o f  t r e e s .  In  due season  th e  t r e e s  must 
no t only  produce le a v e s  and b lossom s, b u t f r u i t s ,  i f  a 
number o f  t r e e s  do not f u l f i l  t h i s  u n iv e r s a l  requ irem en t 
they  a re  good only  f o r  so much d r ie d  wood. With h is  un
e r r in g  eyes th e  g a rd en e r w i l l  d e te c t  t h e i r  d e f ic ie n c y ,a n d  
u p ro o tin g  them» w i l l  r e le g a te  them to  th e  back y a r d .*

M rs. H olbach, speaking  ab o u t th e  re c e n t v i s i t  o f  
Barom R o th sch ild  to  H a ifa , s a id :  uI e  has served  most un
s e l f i s h ly  th e  Gause o f  th e  Jew s, and has poured h is  money 
to  P a le s t in e  by m il l io n s .  Even now he has a rran g ed  to  loan



to  1500 Jews 8000 f ra n c s  each , who w i l l  s e t t l e  in  Je ru sa lem . 
She lo an  i s  to  'be w ith o u t i n t e r e s t ,  and w i l l  be re funded  
in  25 y e a r s ."

©he M aster s a id ;

"Well done! ®his i s  very good work, n e v e r th e le s s ,  
i t  i s  l im ite d  ins. so ope and b e n e f i t .  ©here i s  a way fo r  
Baron R othsch ildovo  se rv e  th e  cause o f humanity in  a manner ;t 
so th a t  th e  b e n e f i t s  and r e s u l t s  w i l l  be perm anent.

F i r s t l y ,  ffio b u i ld  a h o s p i ta l  in  K a ifa , th e  doors 
o f  which may be open to  a l l  th e  r e l ig io n s  and n a tio n s :

Secondly, to  found a h ighh c o lle g e  f o r  th e  c h i l 
d ren  o f ALL th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  S y r ia , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  f a i t h s  
and c ree d s :

C h ird ly , to  e s ta b l i s h  and endow a Some fo r  th e  Aged, 
th e  in c u ra b le  and th e  in c a p a c i ta te d  o f a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .
E h is w i l l  in s u re  f o r  him e te r n a l  fame and w i l l  win f o r  h is  
honored name th e  g r a t i tu d e  and th a n k fu ln e ss  o f a l l  th e  
f u tu re  g e n e r a t io n s .*

When th e  p ilg r im s  re tu rn e d  from Acoa, about s u n s e t , 
th e  M aster c a l le d  them to  Sim and d e l iv e re d  a g re a t  Calk on 
th e  L ife  o f  SAIïAl'0t LLAfi and l i s  t r i a l s  and o rd e a ls .  Se sa id  
th a t  w h ile  th e  enemies from a l l  s id e s  were e x e r t in g  t h e i r  
in f lu e n c e  to  e x tin g u ish  t h i s  L ig h t, God in c re a se d  i t s  flam e, 
and c o n tra ry  to  t h e i r  e x p e c ta tio n s , as1 soon as they  b an ish ed  
lim  from one p la c e  to  a n o th e r  to ’ b r in g  about l i s  to k a l 
e ffacem en t, th e  wonders o f th e  R e v e la tio n  became b e t t e r  
known, Coward th e  end o f l i s  B alk ,

He s a id :

"She Most G reat P r is o n  o f  Acca became th e  most 
p o te n t means f o r  th e  prom otion o f th e  Cause o f  God. Were 
i t  n o t f o r  t h i s  P r is o n , how cou ld  th e  faîne o f  t h i s  Cause have 
gone; to  th e  u tte rm o s t c o n fin e s  o f th e  e a r th ,  and have con
quered  th e  c o n t in e n ts  o f  America and Ëuropei ©his P riso n  
o f Acca was b rough t about by th e  p e n e tr a t iv e  Power o f  God. 
l e r e i n  you can w itn e ss  th e  sway o f  th e  Word o f God. I t  i s  
f o r  t h i s  rea so n  th a t  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f th e  w orld  cannot 
w ith h o ld  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  Cause. B efore 
i t  they  s tan d  im p o ten t.*

A fte r  H is pow erfu l ©alk O sted Mohammed A ii sang 
a poem w r i t te n  by th e  Beloved y e a rs  ago , M irza Mahmoud 
chan ted  a p ra y e r , and th e n  we r e t i r e d  q u ie t ly  from His 
P re sen c e .

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai M est, ,.i'i'• fo rm e l,
H a ifa , S y r ia , February  33, 1914.

Dear f r ie n d s :
Because S is  h e a l th  i s  c o n s ta n tly  im proving and l e  

can d is p a tc h  w ith o u t p h y s ic a l w ea rin e ss  th e  ever in c re a s in g  
volume o f  H is work, th e  Beloved was happy to d ay , and w h ile  
He was d ic ta t in g  a number o f  .T ab le ts , l e  was p r a is in g  God 
and g lo r i f y in g  th e  sè è sse d  P erfec tion* : I t  th e  end o f  a
© ablet He béèam evw istfiul and p e n s iv e . He was s i t t i n g  on 
th e  d iv a n , and now and th en  He looked  out o f  th e  window over 
th e  m arm orial su r fa c e  o f  th e  wide bay betw een  H aifa  and 
Acca, beyond th e  P r is o n  C ity , tow ard th e  Holy T hresho ld  o f  
BAIA*O'LLAJtt. Then He tu rn e d  H is heaven ly  f a c e , th e  embod
im ent o f  k in d n e ss , tow ard me,

and sa id !

•Pray from th y  h e a r t  th a t  ray h e a lth  may co n tin u e  
good, so th a t  I  may a t te n d  to  a l l  th e  ; a f f a i r s .  w herever 
I  look th e  Gause c h a lle n g e s  my a t t e n t io n  and demands my 
:-vre. tv' -vv’c* p e r ta in in g  to  th e  Cause need co n s tan t
s u p e rv is io n . At tim es I  have f e l t  so weak and fe e b le  be
cause  o f t h i s  nerve w eakness, th a t  i  was u n ab le  to  speak even 
one word. I  d id  not say any th ing  to  anyone, bu t I su f
f e re d  o f te n  f o r  h o u rs . F in a l ly ,  one n ig h t 1 su p p lic a te d  
and e n tre a te d  a t  th e  D ivine T hresho ld  o f SAHA'O.'LLAH:

“0 my Beloved! 0 Thou Eing of my h e a r t1 0 Thou
my u l t im a te  Hopei Oh, OE beg o f Thee, ï  beseech  a t Thy 
M erc ifu l C ourt; i f  i n  t h i s  ephem eral: w orld Thou h a s t no 
o th e r  work f o r  me, Oh, ta k e  me to  T h y se lf , so th a t  I may 
enjoy th e  B oun ties  o f  Thy C e le s t ia l  P re sen ce , commune w ith  
th e  Holy ones o f Thy Abha lingdom , and be r e le a s e d  from 
th e  f e t t e r s  o f th e se  w orld ly  t ro u b le s ;a n d  p a in s  and th e  
ch a in s  o f  o rd e a ls  and t e s t s .  0 Thou my d e s ire d  One! Eow 
I  long to  a t t a i n  to  Thy r a d ia n t  m eetin g . 0 Thou my Hopei 
How I y ea rn  to  look in to  Thy luminous, coun tenance. řiow I  
c rav e  to  be submerged in  th e  3ea o f Thy r e fu lg e n t  L ig h ts .
How I  s t r a i n  my e a rs  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  i n v i s i b l e ,  s o f t  music 
o f th e  an g e ls  o f  ©hy Supreme Concourse. 0 my Lordi I  am 
w a itin g  Thy l a s t  b id d in g . B ut, i f  on th e  o th e r  hand, Thou 
h a s t  y e t work f o r  me to  d o , and i f  acco rd in g  to  Thy un
se a rc h a b le  D estiny  I  must y e t  s in g  o th e r  songs in  Thy Cause 
and r a i s e  o th e r  m elod ies in  th e  Sose g ard en , th en  co n fe r 
upon me h e a l th  and p h y s ic a l  a b i l i t y ,  so th a t  I  may ag a in  
a r i s e  to  se rv e  ©ny wondrous R e lig io n , s t r i v e  in  th e  promo
t io n  o f U nity  and Concord amongst ©hy c h i ld r e n ,  h o is t  th e  
Banner o f U n iv e rsa l C o n c il ia t io n  and f i l l  th e  w orld w ith  
th e  s p i r i t  o f  good fe llo w sh ip  and am ity . Thus th e  l iv e s  

o f  Thy b e l ie v e r s  may r e f l e c t  th e  im p e rish ab le  v i r tu e s  o f  
th e  L ife  o f th e  kingdom. 0 my Godl I f  i t  i s  in  accord  w ith  
Thy D ivine Wisdom, bestow  upon me good h e a l th ,  e n c ir c le  me 
w ith  Thine Own C onfirm ation  and A ss is tan c e  in  o rd e r  th a t  I
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may s a c r i f i c e  my l i f e  in  Shy s e rv ic e ,  u n fu r l  th e  Danner o f 
• in te rn a tio n a l  Peace over every  re g io n , d is c lo s e  th e  s ig n s  
o f Shy Mercy and Bestow al to  th e  people o f th e  w orld , and 
summon mankind to  th e  Banquet o f Shy in e x h a u s tib le  B o u n tie s .
0 my Bahai 0 Lay Baha! Although I am weak, y e t shou a r t  
Pow erful; a lthough  I am f e e b le ,  y e t Shou a r t  th e  M ighty.
1 want h e a l th  f o r  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  Shy Oause. I d e s ire  
h e a l th  f o r  U nity  and concord amongst ©hy f r ie n d s .  ï  ask 
h e a l th  f o r  s e l f  s a c r i f i c e  in  th e  P a th  o f ®hy beloved  ones. 
O therw ise , 0 my Baha, I  am t h i r s t y  f o r  th e  c le a r  w ate r o f 
Shy M eeting, I  am hungry f o r  th e  food o f ©hy Countenance.
I am l o s t  in  th e  w ild e rn e ss  o f s e p a ra t io n , I  long f o r  ©hy 
u n io n . I  am t i r e d  o f t h i s  d ark  w o rld , I  y ea rn  f o r  shy 
s a n c t i f ie d  L ig h t g iv in g  P re sen ce . 0 my Bahai Confirm Shy 
b e l ie v e r s  in  th e  Oause o f Union and Agreement, and a s s i s t  
them to  lay  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f e te r n a l  s o l i d a r i ty  and c e le s 
t i a l  Oneness amongst th em se lv es. S u ffe r  them to  become l ik e  
un to  th e  flo w ers  o f  Shy P a ra d is e , perfum ing th e  h e a r t s  and 
minds o f a l l  th e ,p e o p le  w ith  t h e i r  g e n tle  f ra g ra n c e . 0 my 
Bahai Shou knowest th a t  no r e a l  joy i s  l e f t  f o r  me in  t h i s  
w orld save th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f t h e i r  u n ity  and t h e i r  s p i r 
i t u a l  co n q u ests ; th e  news o f  t h e i r  s t r iv in g s  in  Shy P a th , 
and g iv in g  th e  Glad S id in g s  o f  thy  Kingdom. o my Bahai 
R e in fo rce  them to  make f irm  th e  b a s is  o f  U n ity , and in s p i r e  
t h e i r  h e a r t s  w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l  id e a ls  o f  Shy D iv in ity .
Shou knowest th a t  t h e i r  h ig h e s t am b ition  i s  to  p la n t th e
new t r e e s  in  th e  garden  o f  th e  Oneness o f th e  w orld o f  hu
m an ity . Shey have no o th e r  a s p i r a t io n  save Shy s e rv ic e ,  
and no o th e r  d e s i r e  Save Shy good p le a s u re .  0 my Bahai 
V erily  S h o u 'd o est w hatsoever Shou w i l i e s t ,  and. ©hou commandes t  
w hatsoever Shou d e s i r e s t .*

As I  was w alk ing  in  th e  garden and ta lk in g  w ith  
th e  b e l ie v e r s  B asheer c a l le d  me and I  h u r r ie d  up th e  s t a i r s .  
I n  th e  r e c e p t io n  room Mr. and Mrs, Holbach were w a itin g  f o r  
th e  coming o f  th e  B eloved. A fte r  a few m inutes He came 
in  and g re e te d  them w ith  Bahai lo v e . Shey had red e iv ed  y 
y e s te rd a y  many l e t t e r s  from Germany, England and I n d ia ,  and 
p re se n te d  t h e i r  c o n te n ts  to  th e  M aster. Miss Dorothy 
H olbach, t h e i r  d a u g h te r , i s  a sp le n d id  b e a u t i f u l  B ahai, 
and h e r  l e t t e r s  a re  re d o le n t w ith  s p i r i t u a l  thought and r e -  
fè e o tio n s*  A fte r  re ad in g  a p o r t io n  o f  h e r re c e n t l e t t e r ,  
th e  Beloved s a id î

•Convey to  h e r  my long ing  g r e e t in g ,  and r e s p e c t .  
P ra is e  be to  God* th a t  th e  range o f  h e r v i s io n  i s  e x te n s iv e .
I  f e e l  a s su re d  th a t  she w i l l  afivance day by day and w i l l  

become a te a c h e r  o f  th e  Cause o f  hum anity . I  lo v e  h e r  
very much, she i s  my d au g h te r .*
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A nother l e t t e r  from R abindranath  SCagore, an In d ian  
p o e t , was re a d . &e ex p ressed  h im se lf  in  sympathy w ith  th e  
Bahai Movement. S h is  p o e t , th ro u g h  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f h i s  
p o e t ic a l  works i s  now w e ll known in  England and o th e r  coun
t r i e s ,  and i s  a t t r a c t i n g  to  h is  very  s p i r i t u a l  th o u g h ts  
an in c re a s in g  h o s t o f  a d m ire re z  33he Beloved asked Mrs, 
Holbach to  w r i te  to  Mrs. G e ts iň g e r to  pay a v i s i t  to  th i s  
i l l u s t r i o u s  poet o f th e  E ast and converse w ith  him on th e  
Bahai R e v e la tio n . I n  th e  co u rse  o f  tim e we w i l l  h ea r more 
about t h i s  man and h i s  work. A l e t t e r  from  Mr. K e rr ig e l 
e l f c i t e d  th e  fo llo w in g  m essage:

•C ontinué to  l i v e  f o r  th e  p re se n t in  S tu t tg a r t ,  
and engage th y  tim e in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  God and th e  promulga
t io n  o f  th e  R e lig io n  o f  God, so th a t  t h e  darkness o f ig n o r
ance and p re ju d ic e  may be d is p e l le d  from th e  h o rizo n  o f 
th a t  c o u n try .*

Chen th e  Beloved l e f t  th e  house a l l  a lone  and p a id  
a v i s i t ,  to  H a ji A li ,  who has n o t been f e e l in g  w e ll f o r  th e  
l a s t  few days. On l i s  r e tu r n  Me walked in  th e  ro se  garden , 
adm iring  th e  f lo w e rs , p ic k in g  a ro se  h e re , a c a rn a tio n  th e r e ,  
and commenting on t h e i r  d e l i c a te  s t r u c tu r e  and h u es .
(pi ,  «•

Some o f  S is  rem arks were as fo llo w s:

•Many l e t t e r s  have come in  th e  m a il, no doubt a l l  
o f them c o n ta in  th e  good news o f  th e  v i c to r i e s  won by t h e  
army o f th e  s le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n .  low I  am f e e l in g  w e ll ,
Balia1 o ‘ l l a h  h a th  answ ered my p ra y e rs ,  I can read  and w r i te .*  

•low ig n o b le  must be th e  am bition  o f  a b e l ie v e r  
i f  a f t e r  th e  D epartu re o f th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  he c h e r ish e s  
th e  g ro v e lin g  am bition  o f w ea lth  o r  fame, name o r n o to r ie ty ,  
com fort and p le a s u re .*

•I have th e  w e lfa re  o f  everyone a t h e a r t ,  I ad v ise  
him to  do th a t  which w i l l  in s u re  h is  happ iness and p r o s p e r i ty .  
I f  he does no t fo llo w  my m dvice I  w i l l  not say a n y th in g , bu t 
he w i l l  s u f f e r  th e  consequences o f h i s  own d iso b e d ien c e ,*

*A w ise man must adapt h im se lf  q u ick ly  as p o s s ib le  
to  every environm ent. I f  he i s  d is g ru n tle d  and com plains, 
he w i l l  make h is  l i f e  m ise rab le  and' never enjoy th e  fu ln e s s  
o f  co n ten tm en t. For exam ple, i f  ah Englishm an l iv e s  in  
H a ifa , he must c o n s id e r  i t  as h i s  own n a t iv e  la n d , and th e  
p eop le  as h i s  own countrym en; th e n  he w i l l  be happy. But
i f  he i s  h a rp in g  a l l  th e  tim e about England and h e r  g lo ry , 
he w i l l  no t have an eye f o r  th e  b e a u t ie s  o f  H a ifa .*

• I f  man perform s h i s  work w ith  joy  and f ra g ra n c e  
he w i l l  succeed in  any u n d e r ta k in g .*
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8?he m a il from America Drought u s an a r t iw le  on 
th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  our beloved M irza Abul F a z l , p u b lish e d  in  
th e  Evening s t a r  o f W ashington, D. o . , January  31, 1914.
She a r t i c l e  c a r r ie d  th e  photograph of th e  beloved  te a c h e r .
She M aster ashed me to  t r a n s l a t e  i t  f o r  him im m ediately .
He was most p le a se d  w ith  i t s  c o n te n ts  and i t  w i l l  be seh t 
to  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  th e  O rie n t. She son o f M irza Abul 
F a z l ’ s s i s t e r  i s  a t  p re s e n t h e re . ; In  th e  evening th e  
M aster ashed me to  read  th e  a r t i c l e  aloud  b e fo re  th e  assem
b le d  m eeting o f th e  b e l ie v e r s .

He s a id i

"C onsider, i n  Gulpayagan th e  people a re  no t cogn i
zan t o f  th e s e  f a c t s ,  bu t in  th e  f a r - o f f  America people 
s i n g ’the  p r a is e s  o f  him who was th e  se rv a n t o f th e  B lessed  
P e r f e c t io n .  C his i s  made p o s s ib le  th rough  t  he Confirma
t io n  o f th e  B lessed  P e rfe c tio n *  She so v e re ig n ty  o f th e  
k in g s  s h a l l  come to  an end, b u t th e  s p i r i t u a l  dom inions o f 
th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  BAHA* Ol LLAfi i s  e t e r n a l  and w ith o u t end ."

8?hen Me spoke for^-a few m inutes more about th e  l i f e  
and worhfvof M irza Abul F az l and th e  m eeting was brought to  
an end by th e  s in g in g  o f  a poem and th e  ch an tin g  o f p ra y e rs .
I  w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  an end' w ith  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f 
a t a b l e t  re v e a le d  today  fo r  Miss Dorothy Holbach*.

"HE IS  God!

0 xhou my beloved  dau g h ter!
®hy l e t t e r  was rece ived .^  From i t s  c o n te n ts  i t  

became ev id en t th a t  th e  e f fu lg e n c e  o f th e  Sun o f  R e a li ty  
i s  o a s t upon thy  h e a r t  and th e  holy  c o u r t o f  thy  co n sc io u s
n ess  i s  i l lu m in e d . She b reeze  o f  P rovidence i s  w afted 
from th e  ro se  garden  o f îPruth, b re a th in g  in  th ee  a new 
s p i r i t .  I  hope th a t  thy  s p i r u tů a l  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  may 
in c re a s e  day by day, and th e  tu rn in g  o f thy  fa c e  tow ard th e  
Kingdom o f Abha may become f o c a l iz e d ,  so th a t  thou mayest 
a t t r a c t  un to  th y s e l f  th e  r a y s  o f Guidance from th e  U ltim ate  
C en te r, th e  Bun o f R e a l i ty .  For a lthough  th e r e  are many 
lam ps, y e t  t h e i r  i l lu m in a t io n  i s  no t p e rp e tu a l ,  bu t th e  
i l lu m in a t io n  of th e  Bun i s  p e rp e tu a l and indep en d en t. I t  
i s  not fo llow ed  by any e x t in c t io n .  I  hope lik e w ise  th a t  
a day may come when I  s h a l l  meet th e e . Shy dear f a th e r  
and m other a re  w ith  u s ,  and are i n  th e  utm ost jo y , good 
fe llo w sh ip  and lo v e . Mayst thou  ev e r be guarded  and 
s h e l te r e d  in  th e  F o rt of D ivine P ro te c tio n !

Upon th ee  be Baha El Abha!

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

Ahmad Sohrab.



' Bahai West, Morant Carmel, H a ifa , Mar. 1 , "14,

Bear F r ie n d s :-

One o f th e  p e c u l ia r t i e s  of man Is  h is  d e s ire  to  knew what 
o th e rs  a re  do ing . This knowledge en la rg e s  th e  c i r c le  o f h is  sympathy, 
and encourages him to  do h is  work w ith  g r e a te r  zea l and en thusiasm . The 
sim ple knowledge th a t  our b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  of th e  
world a re  se rv in g  f a i t h f u l l y  the  Cause which we have so much a t  h e a r t ,  i s  
a g re a t  in c item en t and s tim u la tio n  to  us no m a tte r  where we a re  l iv in g .
For th i s  re a so n , I  would l ik e  to  quote in  th - 's  l e t t e r  a few e x t r a c ts  from 
th e  l e t t e r s  of 3. Mrs. S tannard and M rs.' G ets in g er, who a re  c a rry in g  on 
a w onderful wokk of s p i r i t u a l  awakening in  In d ia .  Mrs. S tannard w r i te s ;
"I am very good f r ie n d s  w ith  a l l  th e  Brahmo-Somah p eo p le , and they a re  
deeply s p i r i t u a l .  The le a d e r s ,  the Sen fam ily , a re  descendan ts of Kesh- 
kub Chander Sen, a greatly* illu m in a te d  man and co -ev a l w ith  the Bahai Rev
e la t io n !  I  am hoping g re a t  th in g s  th rough  th e  Brahmo-Soma'j and T h e is tic  
channels f o r  th e  sp read in g  of th e  Bahai U n if ic a t io n  P r in c ip le s .  -  -P le a se  
t e l l  dear Abdul Baha th a t  Lua G etsinger has g iven  a good le c tu r e  to  the 
T heosophists (Bombay) h ere  — a l l  P a rsee s  n e a r ly  -  and âh a t when she had 
f in is h e d , the P re s id e n t got up and spoke so b e a u t i f u l ly 2 bout the  wonde r f u l  
R ev e la tio n  of Baha*o’lla h ja n d  then  imagine our hap p in ess when he read  aloud 
some o f th e  Hidden Words, say in g : ’How b e a u t i f u l !  What d iv in e  th o u g h ts!
Let us l i s te n  to  the  g lo r io u s  B a h a * o 'l la h i1 R eally  he spoke l ik e  one over
joyed! He then  to ld  the au d ien ce , which was a la rg e  one, th a t  he had f o l 
lowed a l l  o f Abdul Baha'-s t a lk s  and works as to ld  in  th e  CHRISTIAN COMMON
WEALTH. We a re  l i k e l y  to  come a ls o  as a g re a t  h app iness to  many se e k e rs  in  
th e  Theosophical S o c ie ty  tomorrow on th e  m iss io n  of r e l ig io n  on e a r th ,  c a r 
ry in g  on from Mrs, Lua G e ts in g e r* s  su b je c t^  ’The M essengers o f G od.1 —
I f  the M aster comes n ex t year to  In d ia , he w i l l  tu rn  th e  t id e  toward the  
r ig h t  path  and in f lu e n c e  la rg e  numbers I  am stü feio - -  This i s  w r i t te n  many 
days befo re  th e  m ail goes, to  inform  you th a t  I. am o f f  to  M adras, for a 
week or ten  days. Gopaul C h e tty , E d i to r  of th e  "NEW REFORMER* keeps beg
ging me to  come, and says so  many peop le  want to  welcome me from th e  Brahrno- 
Somaj. I  b e lie v e  he h im se lf  i s  a good B ahai, fo r  he i s  always p u b lish in g  
ozir news and in  the coming number of th e  magazine he has reproduced  a t  
my re q u e s t, Mr. A ndre’s e x c e l le n t  Edinburg le c tu r e  on the B ahai T eachings.
Of h is  own-accord he i s  a l s o  p u t t in g  in  my ad d re sse s  to  the  Theings* &£. 
kiXKHKCT Now I  was,1 j u s t  o f f  to  C a lc u tta ,  bu t when h is  l e t t e r  cam ethis 
morning I  suddenly decided  I  would go a c ro s s  to .M adras and th en  up to  Cal
c u t ta ,  -  -  We a re  ready I f e e l  now to  touch  c e r t a in  c e n te r s  b e fo re  renew ing 
o p e ra tio n s  a f t e r  the  ra in y  season . -  -A t my le c tu r e  to  th e  T heosophists on 
th e  M ission of R e lig io n s , |  took  p a in s  to  make i t  p la in  th a t  a l l  Founders 
of R e lig io n s , and B aha 'o ’l l a h  e s p e c ia l ly ,  came to  cause brotherhood and 
peace and keep people in  o rd e r . There were two very  s tra n g e  lo o k ig g  men 
who came and s a t  c lo se  to  th e  floors to  h ea r my l e c tu r e .  They were E n g lish  - 
men. As soon as I  had f in is h e d  they  l e f t .  I  made my le c tu r e  a s  comprehen
s iv e  as I  c o u ld , showing r e l ig io u s  h is to r y  in  i t s  u n iv e rs a l  sweep. They 
bo th  looked very in te r e s te d ,  so I  hope they came fo r  t h e i r  s o u l 's  good i f  
fo r  n o th in g  e l s e . ” Mrs. G ets in g er ha3 been to  S u ra t, where hhe has d e l
ivered  s e v e ra l le c tu r e s  and in te re s te d  many so u ls . D r. Bahram and N. R. 
Y ak il, o f th e  sa id  c i t y ,  have done w onderfu l work of p re p a ra t io n , and th e  
M aster, r e c a l l in g  how he met th e  form er on h is  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  London, has 
a lre a d y  p ra ise d  him in  th e  m eetings of th e  b e l ie v e r s  and p i lg r im s . Now i t  
seems Mrs. G etsinger i s  going an o th e r  tim e to  S u ra t. She w r i te s ;  "On ac9 
count of th e se  appoin tm ents arranged  by Dr. Bahram, I  am going  to  S ura t in 
stead  of to  Madras w ith  Mrs. S tan n ard . From th e re  I  hopfe to  go to  Lucienow 
and D e lh i•
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Mrs. S tannard w i l l  do th e se  o th e r  p la c e s ,  and th e  Bahai c ry  w i l l  he ra is e d  
from a l l  p a r ts  of In d ia  a t  once. -  -  I  am deeply  touched over th e  cablegram  
Of the M aster in q u ir in g ly  so lo v in g ly  abou t my h e a l th .  -  -  I  beg the  Mas
t e r  to  s tre n g th e n  me i f  he w ishes me to  work and se rv e  him in  th e  g lo r io u s  
Cause. O therw ise I  only hope to  go on speak ing  and te a c h in g  u n t i l  I  d id 
In h is  P a th , upho ld ing  th e  S tan d ard s o f th e  Covenant. This would p le a se  
me more th an  an y th in g , should i t  be h is  w i l l  and w ish . -  -  Mrs. S tannard 
works hard and i s  very  d e se rv in g . I  beg th e  M aster to  b le s s  and s tr e n g th -  
0Ï1 Ï1ÔI*

.Æk "The BOMBAY CHRONICLE, Feb. 7 # p u b lish e s  a. long a r t i c l e  on th e
^ ^ T e n e ts  of Bahaism ," "L ectu re  in  Bombay," and then  goes on th e  ex p la in  

the c o n te n ts  of th e s e  le c tu r e s  d e liv e re d  by Mrs. S tannard and Mrs. G t -  
s in g e r  a t  the P e rs ian  H a ll ,  I t  say s: " e lu c id a tio n s  upon te n e ts  of th e
f a i t h  as th e se  to u ch in g s th e  r e l ig io u s  and h u m an ita rian  s ta n d p o in t may 
be summarized as d e c la r in g  the  e s s e n t i a l  u n ity  o f a l l  r e l ig io n s  and t h ^  
oneness of hum anity. -  -  Brotherhood among th e  B ahais , we a re  to ld ,  i s  
regarded  a s  a b s o lu te ly  in d is p e n s ib le ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f f a i t h ,  r a c e , c o lo r  
or r e l ig io n ,  and th e re  must be no p re te n t io u s  m ental a t t i t u d e ,  b u t a r e a l  
and l iv in g ,  ph ilosophy  o f l i f e .  A ll Moslems, C h r is t ia n s ,  Jews, or Zoro- 
a s t r i a n s  Bahais should f r a te r n iz e  as one fam ily , fo r they  p r a c t ic e  th e  two. 
g re a t  Bahai id e a ls  of u n ity  and lo v e . -  -  The world should co n s id e r g re a t  
r e l ig io u s  founders as  l i g h t  b e a re rs  and what they  te ach  should be th e  ob
je c t  o f w orship . - -R e lig io n s  d eg en era te  because i t  $s th e  in v a r ia b le  te n 
dency in  hum anity to  fo rg e t  p r in c ip le s  enunciated  by th e  Pounders and war
sh ip  the m a te r ia l  or h i s t o r i c  a sp e c t n e g le c t in g  the l i g h t  in tended  to  be 
used . L ig h t being  one, i t  s tan d s  fo r  th e  analogy of T ruth and a l l  r e l ig io n s  
a re  woven around i d e n t i c a l l y . s im ila r  p r in c ip le s .  -  -S in ce  l i f e  ipJay be 
symbolized as a t r e e ,  B ahafb’l l a h  d e c la re s ,  humanity to  be th e  le a v e s ,  
f lo w ers  and f r u i t s  th e r e o f ,  and in tim e hum anity w ill '-c o n s id e r  i t , a s  r a 
t io n a l ly  in co n ce iv ab le  to  f ig h t  and k i l l  one an o th e r a s  i t  would be for- 
th e  le a v e s  and b ranches o f th e  t r e e  to  q u a r r e l  w ith  i t s  blossom s and f r u i t s

A ll morning th e  Beloved was v ery  busy re c e iv in g  people and answ er
in g  t h e i r  q u es tio n s  and a t te n d in g  to  t h e i r  w ants. The P re s id e n t of th e  
r a i l r o a d  and a number o f o th e r  o f f i c i a l s  c a lle d  on him and.had in te rv ie w s  
w ith  him. In  the a f te rn o o n  th e re  was a very la rg e  m eeting  held  in  th e  la rg e  
c e n t r a l  re c e p tio n  room of th e  home o f th e  Beloved. The f e a s t  was g iven  by 
Aga H ossein H a ji , th e  b ro th e r  of Ahmad Y azdi. A ll th e  b e l ie v e r s  and p i l 
grim s were s i t t i n g  on c h a ir s  around the  room; Mri and Mrs. Holbach and Mrs. 
Hoagg were a lso  p r e s e n t .  While te a  was d isp en sed , a door was opened and 
th e  M aster, h is  face  sh in in g  w ith  h e a l th  and h a p p in e ss , en te red  th e  room. 
Everyone was on h is  f e e t ,  and a s  he s a t ,  a d eep , : s p i r i t u a l  s i le n c e  f e l l  
over a l l ,  and th e  th ro b b in g  v ib r a t io n s  of e th e r e a l  f e e l in g s  f lo a te d  over 
th e  g a th e r in g . The h e a r t s  were p ra y in g , w hile  th e  eye’s were tu rned  toward 
him, and a l l  a t te n t io n  was ce n te red  upon him. There was such s i l e n c e ,  such

.^ ^ eep  unfathom able s i l e n c e , sp r in g in g  from th e  d ep th s of th e  ocean o f Being.
■^Ppeech i s  n a tu r a l ,  s i le n c e  i s  s u p e r n a tu r a l , .  Speech i s  tem p o ra l, s i le n c e  

i s  s p i r i t u a l .  Speech i s  th e  r i v e r ,  s i le n c e  i s th e  se a . L uring  th e se  few 
moments of s i le n c e ,  everyone f ë l t  very n ea r to  Abdul Baha. Then he c a l 
led  me to  h im se lf  and asked me to  go and b rin g  a copy of th e  Washington 
STAR co n ta in in g  th e  a r t i c l e  on th e  d ep a rtu re  of M irza Abul N azi, I  knew 
he was going to  speak in  my absoence , so I  looked around to  see whether 
Mirza Mahmoud was th e re  to  w rite  down h is  w o rd s ,:b u t I  remembered th a t  he 
accompanied in  th e  morning th e  n ew ly -a rriv ed  p ilg r im s  to  Acca andthe v is ^ t  
to  th e  Holy Tomb. Howevee, .1 had no o th e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t to  go, so I 
ran  a l l  th e  way up. th e  M ountain and back. I t  was a h o t day, and when I 
en te red  th e  room I was b re a th in g  hard and beads of p r e s p ir a t io n  were f a l 
l in g  from my fo re h ead . B efore my e n tra n ce  I  caugh t th e s e  words: "How-
s e l f - s a c r i f i c in g  the  b e l ie v e r s  o f God have been !"
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Then a f t e r  g iv in g  him th e  paper I  took  a s e a t  near th e  dorrw ay. He con
tin u e d ; "With what joy and t r a n s p o r t  th ey  hastened  toward th e  a ren a  .o f 
martyrdom! With what a t t r a c t i o n  th ey  gave up t h e i r  l i v e s  in th e  P a th  of 
the B lessed P e r fe c t io n !  With what enkindlem ent they have a s so c ia te d  w ith  
th e  peop le! They were always surrounded w ith  danger and impending p e r i l .
They re s te d  n o t fo r  one moment. T heir n ig h ts  were sp en t w ith  th e  app reh 
ension  th a t  tomorrow would be t h e i r  l a s t  day. T heir days were passed  w ith  
th e  dread th a t  th ey  would n o t see. an o th e r n ig h t .  They did no t d r in k  one 
drop of w ater w ith  th e  f e e l in g  o f  s e c u r i ty .  F rien d s! l e t  us read  andrem- 
ember the in c id e n ts  o f the  l iv e s  o f  th e se  h e ro ic  m a rty rs , b r in g  b efo re  our 
eyes the g lo r io u s  re c o rd s  o f  t h e i r  deeds, p r in t  upon th e  t a b l e t s  o f  th e  
h e a r ts  th e i r  glow ing, s e lf -c o n v in c in g  u t te r a n c e s ,  so t h a t  we may become 
in sp ire d  w ith  th e  same sev e ran ce , im pelled  by t h e d e t a c h m e n t , r e le a s e  
o u rse lv e s  from every thought and m ention and devote our time to  th e  s e r 
v ic e  o f the G lorious One! Then we w i l l  observe th e  r e s u l t s  of each d e te r 
m in a tio n . Then we w i l l  see t h i s  dark  ..dungeon tu rned  in to  a realm  of l i g h t .  
Then o\ir n a tu ra l  em otions w i l l  be transfo rm ed  in to  s p i r i t u a l  s u s e e p t i b i l i t i e r s  
Then th e  f i r e  o f holy  lo n g in g  w i l l  consume th e  h a rv e s t  of s e lf -c o n s c io u sn e s s  
and s e l f - lo v e .  B ah a 'o ’l l a h  in  one of H is poems: says; "The mark of th e  
ch a in  i s  v i s ib le  on my neck and the  impress; of th e  f e t t e r s  can be seen 
around ray a n k le s ! 1 We must ever remind o u rse lv e s  of th è se  e v e n ts , and he 
aware and th o u g h tfu l. I f  th e se  w onderfu l, t r a g ic  l i v e s  a re  not reviewed 
from tim e to  tim e , t h e i r  s ig n i f ic a n c e  and s p i r i t u a l  im port w i l l  be l o s t  
s ig h t  o f . We must read and p o àd ërv'Over th e  d e t a i l s  o f the  l iv e s  o f  th e se  
m a rty rs . The m arty rs  of Yazd,. Esphahan, T ehsran, M azanderan, h ey ree z ,
Zanjan, T abriz -  t e s t i f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  own blood th a t  t h i s  Cause i s  r e v e a l
ed on the p a r t  of God. From th e  l i f e  of each m arty r we may le a r n  th e  s e c r e t  
o f firm ness and s e l f - s a c r i f i o e  and th e n  im ita te  him. I f  we a re  n o t fo r tu n a te  
to  run w ith them sh o u ld e r to  sh o u ld e r toward the  a ren a  of martyrdom, we can 
a t  l e a s t  be th e i r  humble fo llo w e rs . Thus we may d isc o v e r  the  key to  t h e i r  
s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e ,  to  t h e i r  sev e ran ce , t h e i r  a t t r a c t i o n ,  th e i r  e x h i l i r a t i o n  
and t h é i r  r a p tu re . How they were is oaring  w ith  th e  wings o f re n u n c ia tio n  
toward S 'th e  h ig h e s t apex o f s a n c t i t y . ' ’ Then he; went on r e l a t i n g  a lo n g , 
f a c in a t in g  s to ry  of h is  own r ic h  l i f e  w hile  in  Bagdad, and how, w hile s t i l l  
very young he spoke about th e  Cause in  a m eeting  of th e  Ulemas. Our dear 
b ro th e r  from Kerman l e f t  t h i s  evening fo r  h is  own n a t iv e  la n d . He had a long  
p r iv a te  in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  Beloved in  th e  morni ng , and was ex trem ely  happy 
when he cameebut of h is  P resen ce . I t  w il l  p robably  tak e  him four months 
to  reach  Kerman, a s  he i s  going to  s ta y  a few days in  each c i ty  to  meet th e  
f r ie n d s  and. cheer t h e i r  h e a r ts  w ith  the r e c i t a l  of h is  heavenly  ex p erien ces 
in  th e  HOly Land. From h ere  he goes to  P o rt S a id , then to  In d ia ,  then  to th e  
P e rs ia n  G ulf, th en  he s t a r t s  h is  s lo w ,jo u rn ey  homeward over th e  m ountains 
and d e s e r ts ,  s topp ing  here  and th e re  to  te a c h  th e  Cause of th e  Kingdom.
His love and devo tion  fo r  th e  Beloved, i s  r e a l ly :  e x tra o rd in a ry . He i s  ready 
a t  any moment to  shed h is  blood in  h i s  P a th . May God p r o te c t  him th roughou t 
h is  long  jou rney .

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t, Mount Carm el, H a ifa ,
S y r ia , March 2 , 1914,

Dear F r ie n d s : -

Nine p i lg r im s ,  am ongst them K arb a la i Emran, l e f t  today 
fo r t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  homes, b u t im m edia te ly  tw elve have tak en  t h e i r  p la c e s  
I t  i s  as though  th e y  had tim ed th e  hour of each  o th e r ’ s d e p a r tu re  and 
a r r i v a l .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  m a rv e llo u s  how th e s e  men and women come from  
d i s t a n t  c lim es  enrpty-handed, b u t  le a v e  th e  Holy P resen ce  w ith  t h e i r  
hands f i l l e d  w i tâ f € e r ie s  o f  th e  Kingdom. S ince  our a r r i v a l  th e  P i l 
g r im s ’ Home h as  been a  k a le id o s c o p ic  scene o f  many n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and th e  
b i r th p la c e  of many s p i r i t u a l  i d e a l s ,  w hich a r e  co m fo rtin g  th e  h e a r t s  
and c r e a t in g  p e a c e fu l v ib r a t i o n s  fo r  th e  q u ic k e n in g  o f  th e  d ev o tee s  of 
d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s .  7»e can n e v e r  e s tim a te  w ith  f r a i l  human s ta n d a rd  th e  
good t h a t  an i n s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  t h i s  i s  do ing  in  t h i s  w orld  and th e  p a r t  
t h a t  i t  i s  p la y in g  f o r  th e  r e g e n e ra t io n  o f dead so u ls  and "d ry  b o n es" .
The m y stica l s p i r i t  of C h ris t i s  in  th e  h e a r ts  of men, sx iffering  them 
to long fo r b e t te r  and h ig h er th in g s  of e x is te n c e . For th ese  are  
t ru ly  wonderful days, so s im ila r  to  th e  days when C h ris t liv e d  and 
taugh t amongst men. The same s p i r i t  i s  in ca rn a ted  amongst u s ,  th e  same 
d iv ine  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  a re  embodied in  a human tem ple , the same fo u n ta in  
o f s p i r i t u a l  Teaching i s  gushing f o r th ,  th e  same n ig h tin g a le  of c e l e s t i a l  
c iv i l i z a t i o n  is  s in g in g , th e  same breeze of Bestow als i s  w afting  from 
the  d i r e c t io n  of Abha P a ra d ise , the seme sea of ;R ev e la tio n  i s  moving 
th e  signs of th e  same Sun of R e a lity  a re  f lo o d in g  a l l  the re g io n s , the  
same s t a r s  o f th e  l o f t i e s t  moral c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  a re  sh in in g , Happyi 
Oh, happy a re  th e se  p ilg r im s , fo r  they  come h e re  from d is ta n t  c lim es 
to  have t h e i r  h e a r ts  s t i r r e d  by th e s e  Zephyrs of th e  ro se -g a rd en  of Rea
l i t y .  How w ell they know th a t  th e  most im portan t need of th i s  and th e  
coming age i s  the prom otion of the  Bahai id e a l s ;  and th e  prom otion of 
the  Bahai id e a ls  depends la rg e ly  upon the  e a rn e s tn e s s  and enthusiasm  of 
those  so u ls  who come under the  s tan d a rd  of Baha’ o ’l l a h .  For t h i s  re a so n  
they  w il l in g ly  undergo a l l  th e  h a rd sh ip s  of th e  voyage to  come and stand  
on th e  bank o f t h i s  most g re a t  Ocean, and f i l l  t h e i r  cups acco rd ing  to  
t h e i r  c a p a c i t ie s .  ’When K arb a la i Émran, w ith  the  d e p a r tin g  p ilg r im s  
en te red  the P resence  of the  B eloved, he o ffe re d  ihim a bouquet o f flow 
e r s .  He s a id ;  "How sweet i s  t h e i r  perfum eÍ The ro se -g a rd e n  o u ts id e  
has become the inirrow o f  th e  h e a r t  of Esmael Agá. With what s o l ic i tu d e  
and te n d e r  th o u g h tfu ln e s s  he ta k e s  c a re  of each  f lo w e r. J u s t  now th e  
garden i s  in  th e h e ig h t o f  i t s  b e a u ty . We hope th a t  a tim e w i l l  come 
when the gardens of the  h e a r t s  o f th e  peop le  o f th e  world may be l i k e  
un to  th e  gardens of Esmael Aga. Then changing  th e  s u b je c t ,  he ad
d re s s e d  them as  fo llow 's; "P ra iS e  he to  God t h a t  in  t h i s  Holy P ilg rim ag e  
o f you rs, you t a r r i e d  in  t h i s  Sacred Spot f o r  some tim e . You prayed on 
the b e h a lf  o f th e  b e l i e v e r s  of God a t  th e  Tomb o f th e 'B a b  and a t  th e  
d iv in e  T hresho ld  of Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  and by day and by n ig h t  you a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  me. You s h a l l  c o n tin u e  to  b e  w ith  me a lw ay s; you s h a l l  l i v e  in  
my h e a r t .  Hot f o r  one moment w i l l  you d isa p p e a r  from  my m ind. I  sup
p l i c a t e  from th e  F avor and Bounty o f  th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n ,  th a t  each  
of you may become a h e ra ld  of t h i s  C ause, so  t h a t  w ith  re s o n a n t  v o ic e s  
you may g u id e  th e  p e o p le , become th e  sou rce  of t h e i r  e n lig h ten m en t and 
th e  in s tru m e n ts  o f th e  G lo r i f i c a t i o n  of th e  Cause o f  God. W herever 
you happen to  b e , r e s t  ye a s s u re d  th a t  I  s h a l l  a sk  f o r  yop. from  th e  
Kingdom o f Abha th a t  God may a s s i s t  and co n firm  you in  th e  i l lu m in â t  icon 
o f th e  w orld o f h u m an itp , th e  s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  s o u ls  ana th e  
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and m oral re f in e m e n t of th e  p e o p le ;  in  o rd e r t h a t  
th ey  may become G o d f lik e , d iv in e  and h e a v e n ly . The w orld  i s  v e ry  d a rk , 
you do n o t i l lu m in e  i t  w ith  th e  l i g h t  o f U n ity , th e n  who w i l l  do i t ? ”
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Tenderly the Belibved embraced each .one of th e se  b ig  men, h is s in g  
t h e i r  cheeks and ta p p in g  t h e i r  backs w ith h i s  :d iv in eh an d s . He would 
n o t l e t  them k n ee l b e fo re  him , bu t they  were p eep in g , 0, weeping so 
h a rd .

The f i r s t  scene th a t  met my eyes th i s  morning a s  I  descended the 
Mountain was the  Beloved bending over a bed of b e a u t i f u l  p ink  ca rn a 
t io n s .  R a is in g  h is  head , he looked in  my fa c e . "You a re  h ere  so e a r ly i "  
he s a id ,  sm ilin g  "Gome, take  th i s  T ab le t and go and t r a n s l a t e  i t  now.
I fo rg o t to  g ive i t  to  you y e s te rd a y ."  While ;he was speaking w ith  an 
Arab who had ju s t  a r r iv e d .o n  th e  sc ien ce  of astronom y, andthe p ilg r im s  
were s ta n d in g  n e a r , s t r a in in g  th e i r  e a rs  to  h ea r h is  w ords, I  was 
t r a n s l a t i n g  in  a room out of th e  windows of îrhich I  could see him.
A fte r  an hour, he c a lle d  me in to  h is  room and put in to  my hand a number 
of p e t i t io n s  to  be read and p repared  fo r  th e  a f te rn o o n . Leaving me in  
th e  room, he went out ag a in  to  speak to  th e  p i lg r im s . As we have a 
p ilg r im  from Boshrouyeh w ith  u s , Abdul Baha spoke about th e  l i f e  and 
c h a ra c te r  of a rem arkable Bahai woman by th e  name of Rouhanish, who 
liv e d  in  th a t  town. He p ra ise d  h e r  r ic h  g i f t  of poe try  and h e r e loquen t 
language w hile d isc o u rs in g  on th e  Cause. Before h e r  d ea th , she bequethed 
h e r  house and a l l  h e r  be long ings to  the Cause. "I mentioned h e r  name," 
th e  M aster s a id ,  "In  Am erica, in  a number of my ad d resses  on the equ

a l i t y  of the se x e s . She was one o f th o se  r a r e  women whose e f f ic ie n c y  
and beauty  of c h a ra c te r  a re  considered  a s  i l l u s t r i o u s  examples to  be 
follow ed by o th e r s .  ; "God has many s e rv a n ts ,  and he h id in g  them behind 
the  v e i l  o f G lo ry ,"  i s , a n  A r a b i say in g . Rouhaniah was one of them.
In  the fu tu re  her name w il l  becomewell known and h e r  s t a r  w i l l  sh in e  
g lo r io u s ly ."

In  the a f te rn o o n , the  Beloved was very  happy, and th e re fo re  f o r  
more than  two h o u rs , w hile w alking from one end o f the room to  th e  o th e r 
(som etim es s i t t i n g  on a c h a ir )  he d ic ta te d  many T a b le ts ; f i r s t  to  th e  
E d ito rs  of two im portan t new spapers in  C airo ; th en  to  Mrs. I s a b e l le  
B rittin g h am  of Hew York, Mr. H. H. Topakyan, of Hew York; Abbas A lly  
•Butt Cashmitee o f Rangoon; Mrs. J .  S tan n a rd , C a lc u tta ; Dr. Bahram,
S u ra t; Mrs. Lua G e ts in g e r, Bombay; Mrs. L o t t ie  B. Smoot, Oakland, C a l , ,  
Mr. C harles Mason Remey, Y/ashington, D. C. Mr. W. Tudor P o le , C l i f to n ,  
England; Mrs. C ow les-deLagnel, W ashington, D. C. ; Wm. Vernon Bachus, 
C leveland Ohio, and Miss E liz a b e th  Bowen, R iv e t on, Hew/ J e rs y . I  was 
more th an  happy to  see the  f lo o d -g a te s  of d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  a re  ra iseâ  
and the windows o f th e  heaven o f God’ s Mercy a re  opened; so th a t  the  
t h i r s t y  ground maybe w atered , cau sin g  the growth of v e g e ta t io n .
About 5 o ’c lo ck  he s a id ,  " I t  i s  enough fo r to -d a y I"  and I  r e t i r e d  
from h is  P resence to  jo in  a company o f th e  f r ie n d s  who were going to  
the P ie r  to  bid fa re w e ll to  K a rb a la i Emran and o th e rs .

The names o f the p ilg r im s  who a r r iv e d  to n ig h t a re  as  fo llo w s:
Ebne Abhar, a g re a t  Teacher in  th e  Cause, l iv in g  in  Teheran, and h is  
tw/o b r ig h t ,  c le v e r  so n s, Abdor-Rahim and Abdol Karim; H aji Baba;
Mashàdi H ossein  Solm ani, Ostad Sheer Mohammed Aga Mohs en , from Ashkabad, 
and a P e rs ia n  s e rv a n t .  T h e re 'a re  fo u r women in  th e  p a r ty ,  consifefcing 

o f Ebne A b h ar's  w ife , h i s  daugh ter ^nd two o th e rs . They were rece iv ed  
by the Beloved f o r  a few m inutes a f t e r  our r e g u la r  m eeting , f o r  th e y  
were k ep t in  th e  Oust an House -fo r abou t an hou r. Whe n we gatherèd  in  
the r e c e p tio n  room, the  M aster, r e f e r r in g  to  th e  departed  p ilg r im s , 
s à id ; "The b e l ie v e r s  have gone. May Baha’o ' l l a h  be w ith  them under 
a l l  c ircu m stan cesJ  They were s tro n g  and f a i t h f u l .  P ra is e  be to  God 
th a t  a l l  the s e rv a n ts  of the B lessed P e r fe c tio n  are good and n o b le .
They a re  th e  q u in te sse n ce  of th e  people of th e  w orld . H is H o liness
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the Bab sa y s : ’We have p u t mankind in  the  alem bic anâ a f t e r  due r e f in in g
p ro c e s s e s , th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f God a r e  th e  f r a g r a n t  e x t r a c t l  i t  i s  in  th e  
q u a l i ty  of d ev o tio n  and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  th a t  th e  Bahais su rp a ss  a l l  th e  
r e s t  of hum anit/ and n o t in  th e  q u a n t i ty  of t h e i r  num bers. One sam ll 
f r u i t f u l  t r e e  i s  b e t e r  th an  a hundred f r u i t l e s s  t r e e s  o f  the w ild e r
n e s s ."  Then he went on d e s c r ib in g  in  g re a t  d e t a i l  th r e e  s t o r i e s  to  
I l l u s t r a t e  how g r e a t  a  tra n s fo rm a tio n  has ta k e n  p la c e  in  th e  h e a r t s  and 
l i v e s  o f th e  b e l ie v e r s .  "These s o u l s , ” he s a id ,  in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
h is  a d d re s s , "a re  quickened th ro u g h  th e  b r e a th  o f th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n .  
For th ey  embodied in  t h e i r  d a i ly  a c t s  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t r u s tw o r th in e s s ,  
f i d e l i t y ,  i n t e g r i t y  and r e c t i t u d e .  These b e l ie v e r s  d id  no t on ly  te a c h  
th e  Cause th rough  word of m outh, b u t th ro u g h  s h in in g  d eed s . The Holy 
D iv ine M a n ife s ta t io n s  have appeared  in  t h i s  w orld t o  i n s t r u c t  mankind 
in  th e  sc h o o l o f  m o ra li ty  and to  read  j u s t  th e iü r e th ic a l  r e l a t i o n s .
For w ith o u t f a i t h  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  th e  m oral f i b r e  o f t h e  c h i ld r e n  of 
men w i l l  n o t be im proved. J u s t  a t  t h i s  tim e  a mad wave o f e v i l  h a b i t s ,  
immoral a c t s ,  sham eless custom s and m ost lewd r e p r e s e n ts t iO n s  i s  sweep
in g  over some p a r t s  o f  the  w o rld . I t  seems t h a t  t h e  v e ry  g a te s  o f  h e l l  
a re  f lu n g  wide and th e  g h a s t ly  f ie n d s  o f  u n b r id le s  d e s i r e s ,  d i s s o lu t io n ,  
s e n s u a lis m , u n c h a s t i ty  and debauchery  a re  s e t  lo o s e ,  d e s e c r a t in g  th e  
s a n c t i t y  o f  the  homes and p o l lu t i n g  th e  c l e a r  Istream  o f  m o r a l i ty .  The 
f r i a n d s  o f  God must do t h e i r  u tm o st to  p u r i f y  th e  w orld from th e  s t a i n s  
o f  th e s e  l i c e n t i o u s  h a b i t s .  They must m a s te r  t h e i r  in n a te ,  G od-given 
f o r c e s ,  and s t r i k e  a t  th e  v e ry  r o o t  o f  e v i l  deeds and s o c i a l  s c o u rg e . 
They a r e  th e  cham pions o f a  h e a v e n ly  l i f e ,  a c l e a n ,  p u re  l i f e ,  a w hole
some, joyous l i f e ,  a ju s t ly - p r o p o r t io n e d ,  a r t i s t i c  l i f e  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  id e a s  o f God and n o t man. -  -  The fo u n d a tio n  o f  p ra is e w o r th y  m o ra l
i t i e s  i s  f a i t h .  The g r e a t e r  th e  f a i t h  o f man an  th e  more i l lu m in e d  h i s  
l i f e .  F a i th  i s  a  m i r a c le .  I t  h a s  a w onder-w ork ing  pow er. I t s  s p i r i t 
u a l  in f lu e n c e  r e f i n e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r ,  s u f f e r s  man t o  become humble and 
m eek, p la c e s  in  h i s  h e a r t  th e  f e a r  o f God, p rom pts him  to  i s  d e v o te  
h i s  tim e  to  h u m a n ita r ia n  d e e d s , s p i r i t u a l i z e s  h i s  n a t u r e ,  e x a l t s  h i s  
i d e a l s  and e n k in d le s  h i s  lam p. The g r e a t e r  th e  f a i t h l t o f  man, th e  more 
num erous w i l l  he h i s  p h i l a n th r o p ic  a c t i o n s .  F a i th  i s  l i k e  u n to  th e  
t r e e s £  deed s a r e  l i k e  u n to  th e  f r u i t s .  F a i th  i s  l i k e  u n to  th e  lam p , 
d eed s  a r e  l i k e  u n to  th e  l i g h t .  F a i th  i s  l i k e  u n to  a  b e a u t i f u l  body , 
d eed s  a r e  l i k e  u n to  th e  S p i r i t . ”

I  hope t h a t  a l l  o f u s  may become co n firm ed  to  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  and s u g g e s t iv e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  t a l k .  I  
w ish  t h e r e  were more tim e  and o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  w r i t e  more f u l l y .  I  h av e  
n o t  w r i t t e n  even  a t e n th  p a r t  o f t h e  l i f e  and te a c h in g s  o f  th e  B e lo v ed . 
Even i f  I  a t te m p t  t o  w r i t e ,  d e s c r ib e  and t r a n s l a t e  e v e r y th in g ,  you 
w i l l  n o t  have .t im e  to  r e a d .  A b i r d ' s  ey ev iew  m ust o f t e n  s a t i s f y  u s .  . 
Our p u rp o se  i s ^ t h e  t e a c h  th e  C au se , sp re a d  th e  G la d - t id in g s  o f th e  
K ingdom , and s e rv e  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  God. A ll  th e  o th e r  o b j e c t s  o f 
l i f e  a r e  s e c o n d a ry  and u n im p o r ta n t .  H av in g , s e e n  th e  L ig h t  o f  T ru th , 
we a r e  f o l lo w in g  i t  to  th e  end o f  t h e  w o rld .

Ahmad S o h ra b .
j



i Bahai B e s t, Mount Carm el, H a ifa , S y r ia , M ar.3 , '1 4 .

Dear F r ie n d s :-

On th e  shore of the d e p th le s s  sea o f d iv in e  R e v e la tio n , I fin d  th e se  
f la w le ss  p e a r ls  o f T ru th :-

"O'Thou w orshipper of R e a l i ty !
"The m a jo rity  of mankind are th e  w orshippers, o f s u p e r s t i tu t io n s  and 

a re  submerged in  th e  creeds and dogmas of th e i r  f a th e r s  and a n c e s to rs .
They a re  w holly d e s t i t u t e  o f the in n e r , d iv in e  M y ste rie s . Like unto 
th e  donkey of th e  m i l l ,  t h e i r  m otion i s  c i r c u l a r .  S ta r t in g  from one 
p o in t of th e  c ircu m fe ren ce , they  rev o lv e  a ro u n d , th e  c i r c le  and th u s 
con tinue  t h e i r  p r a c t ic e  over and over a é a in . Prom morning t i l l  evening 
and th e  poor donkey -m ill w alks, but not^one s te p  beyong i t s  s p h e r ic a l  
r o ta t io n s ,  fo r  i t s  motion i s  c i r c u l a r  in  c h a ra c te r .

"In  s im ila r  manner mankind in  i t s  journey and t r a v e l  does n o t a t 
tempt to  go beyond the c ircum ference  of the e a r th .  They rev o lv e  c o n tin 
u a l ly  around the c i r c le  of th e  world o f  n a tu re . P ra is e  be to  God th a t  
thou h a s t taken  a g re a t l i g h t ,  and are moving p e rp e n d ic u la r ly , and h a s t  
d iscovered  a way from th e  world o f  m a tte r  to  th e  world o f th e  kingdom.
Thank thou God th a t  thou d id s t  fin d  such a power. T h ere fo re , as  much 
as thou c a n s t ,  in c re a se  thy  magnamimity and ennoble th e y  a s p i r a t io n ,  so  
th a t  thou m ayest cause the f l i g h t  of th e  b ird s  of rea so n , r e le a s e  them 
from the  darkness of im i ta t io n ,  e x t r i c a te  them from th e  i n i r i c a c i e s o f  th e  
world of n a tu re  and caxise t h e i r  a tta in m en t to  th e  i l l im i t a b l e  immensity 
of th e  Kingdom. Upon th ee  bec Baha E l Abhai

( Signed Abdul Baha A bbas."
To a b e l ie v e r  in  England he w r i t e s : -
"Day and n ig h t s t r iv e  w ith thy  re sp ec ted  w ife , so th a t  th e  c i t y  may 

become en lig h ten ed  w ith  th e  heaven ly  i l lu m in a t io n , be e n c irc le d  w ith  s p i r 
i t u a l i t y  and innum erable s o u ls  be guided to  the T ru th ; th u s  they  $ay become 
the  t r e e s  o f the D ivine P a ra d ise  and produce th e  f r u i t s  o f the  m e rc ifu l 
B estow als."

To Mrs. G ets in g er he r e v e a l s j -
"0 thou m a id -se rv an t o f the  Kingdom of Godî
"Thy l e t t e r  was re c e iv e d , and I  became Informed w ith  i t s  c o n te n ts .

P ra ise  be to  God th a t  thou a r t  confirm ed and a s s i s t e d .  I  hope th is  jo u r 
ney may y ie ld  very g re a t  r e s u l t s  and th a t  thou mayest become th e  in s t r u 
ment o f the prom ulgation  o f the D ivine Teachings1 in  a l l  th e  c i t i e s  of 
In d ia ; so tha t^m ayest leav e  behind in  t h i s  world: an e te r n a l  t r a c e .  For 
the darkness of ig n o ran ce , r e l ig io u s  p re ju d ic e s ,  r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e s  and im
ag in a ry  p re ju d ic e s  have e n c irc le d  th e  w orld , c r e a t in g  s e p a ra tio n  amongst 
mankind and causing  d is p e rs io n  between the c h i ld re n  o f men. P e rad v en tu re , 
God w il l in g ,  th e  Bahais may become the means o f changing th i s  darkness 
in to  l i g h t .  -  -  -
D ire c tio n s  fo r  th e  program of th e  s e s s io n s  o f a Mashrak E l-A zkar Conven
t io n  ; -

"R egarding the Convention of the Mas$arak-el-Azkar in  -  -  -  U nquestion
ab ly  i f  'p u b lia  m e e tin g s’ a re  organized  they w il l  become the  means of th e  
prom otion o f the  Cause o f God. In  th e se  'p u b lic , m ee tin g s’ u n iv e rs a l  and 
no t p a r t ic u la r  p r in c ip le s  must be d isc u sse d : th o se  p r in c ip le s  which I  have 
expounded in  th e  p u b lic  m e e tin g s '.  That id e n t ic a l  program and no o th e r 
must be fo llo w ed . I t  i s  as fo llo w s: The Oneness of th e  World of Humanity;
the In v e s t ig a t io n  o f R e a li ty ;  the  E s s e n t ia l  U nity of th e  R e lig io n s  ofGod; 
the Abandonment of R e lig io u s , D enom inational, R ac ia l and P a t r io t i c  p re ju 
d ic e s ; the Conformity of D ivine R e lig io n  w ith  Reason and S cience; th e
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R e lig io n  of God must become the cause of am ity and lo v e  amongst mankind; 
o therw ise  i t  i s  b e t t e r  to  fo rsw ear i t ;  E q u a li ty  between Man and Woman; 
the  E s s e n t ia l  N ec ess ity  of th e  C onfirm ation  of th e  Holy S p i r i t ;  the  De
m o n stra tio n  o f D iv in ity  and I n s p i r a t io n ;  th e  Power of th e  S p i r i tu a l  In 
f lu en ce  i>f B a h a 'o 'l la h ;  the  U nderly ing  U nity  of a l l  th e  E x is tin g  F a i th s ;  
th e  Dawn o f the  Sun o f R e a li ty  from th e  H orizon of P e r s ia ;  U n iversa l 
Peace; U n iv e rsa l Language; th e  E ducation  o f th e  c h i ld re n  of a l l  R e lig io n s  
under an U n iv e rsa l S tanndard of I n s t r u c t io n  and a Common C urriculum . -  -  -  

To the  New York b e l ie v e r s  hé s a y s ;-
"S u p p lic a te  a l l  o f you toward the  Kingdom o f  Abha. Beseech ye and re n 

der ye th a n k fu ln e ss  un to  the  Lord th a t  ye have become a s s is te d  and aided  
by th i s  most g re a t  B estow al. Mankind i s  sm itte n  w ith  th e  s le ep  of n e g l i 
gence, but you a re  awake; a l l  are  dead bu t you have a t ta in e d  to  ev e r
l a s t i n g  l i f e ,  a re  summoning the  people to  th e  D ivine Kingdom and/are th e  
cause o f th e  il lu m in a tio n  o f th e  world o f hum anity ."

To a f r ie n d  in  Oakland, C a l , ,  fho  in q u ire s  abou t th e  f a i t h  of th e  
Bahais concern ing  the B ib le , C h r is t ,  e t c . ,  he w rites*  "The Glory and ex
a l t a t i o n  o f the S ta tio n  o f C h r is t  i s  as c le a r  as  the sun in  m id-day from 
th e  Books and T ab le ts  o f H is H o lin ess  B a h 'o 'l l a h .  L ikew ise th i s  su b je c t 
i s  p ro p e rly  understood  th rough  th e  E p is t le s  of ADâul Baha.

"The o b je c t o f the Bahai Cause i s  id e n t ic a l  w ith  th e  o b je c t o f the 
B ible and the G ospel. I t  i s  only renewed. The Bahais MUST be inform ed 
as th e  c o n te n ts  of th e  B ib le ánd the G ospel,

"As re g a rd s  the s t a t i o n  o f H is H o lin ess  B ah a 'o ’ l l a h .  He i s  the  Prom
ised  One of a l l  th e  n a t io n s  and the F i r s t  Tgacher and th e  F i r s t  I n s t r u c to r  
o f the world of hum anity. I  am the se rv a n t o f B a h a 'o 'l la h .  His H o lin ess 
B a h a 'o 'l la h  i s  l i k e  u n to  a t r a n s p a re n t  m ir ro r ,  and the  Sun o f R e a li ty  was 
m an ife s t and ev id en t in  Him. Concerning the f a i t h  o f  the Bahais about th e
S ta tio n  o f His H o lin ess  C h r is t ,  they  b e lie v e  th a t  He i s  th e  Word o f God.  "

To a b e l ie v e r  in  C leveland Ohio, he s a y s ;-
"Open thou  the e lo q u en t tongue and d e l iv e r  f lu e n t  u t te ra n c e s  and gu ide 

th e  s o u ls , so th a t  thou mayst be confirm ed w ith  th e  B rea th s of the  Holy V
S p i r i t  and become the m a n ife s to r  of th e  B estow als o f th e  Kingdom of Abha.

To an o th e r f r ie n d ,  in  R iv e rto n , J .  J . , he w r i te s ;  "Regarding thy  -
q u es tio n  about th e  'm orning ' p ra y e rs ; Bothfc 'm o rn in g s ' a re  inc luded  in  -
th e  word 'd aw n ', and th e  Ædawn' o f the Kingdom. When a so u l a r i s e s  in  th e  ^  
morning fro m sleep , b e fo re  ev e ry th in g  e ls e  he must commemorate the Name o f 1 
God in  o rder th a t  he may o b ta in  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and i l l u m i n a t i o n .^  ^

Mrs. J . S tannard i s  add ressed  as fo llo w s , in  a :lo n g  T a b le t ;-  #
"Oh thou h e ra ld  of th e  Kingdom o f  God. Ï -  -  ..i
P ra is e  be to  God th a t  thou h a s t  become confirm ed in  sp read in g  the hea

venly  Teachings in  th a t  co u n try . I t  i s  a ssu re d  th a t  th i s  journey w i l l  be  ̂
exceed ing ly  f r u i t f u l .  -  -  They ( th e  Bahais) m u st1be the  sp rea d e rs  of s p i r -   ̂  ̂
i t u a l  p r in c ip l e s ,  so th a t  th e  h e a r t s  of a l l  mankind may communicate w ith 5
each o th e r and r e l ig io u s  and r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e s  be wholly abandoned. A ll 
the su rfa ce  o f the e a r th  i s  one n a t iv e  la n d ; the  fo u n d a tio n  of a l l  th e  ®
D ivine R e lig io n s  i s  one, and a l l  humanity are  thé  progeny o f one man. A 3 
ju s t  man i s  honored, no m a tte r  to  what n a tio n  he b e lo n g s. -  - "  ť '

The fo llo w in g  i s  addressed  to  a very  a rd e n t and a c t iv e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  Ba- 5 w 
h a i in  In d ia ,  who met Abdul Baha in  London, and w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  s e r ie s  to  y  J 
a c lo se ; -  "Q) thou kind f r ie n d  I Those days we were in  London we a s so c ia ted ^  $
to g e th e r  w ith  the utm ost lo v e . They are p rese rv ed  in  my memory and are   ̂ ^
no t fo rg o tte n . At th e  tim e th e  F rag rance  of th e  Love o f God was b rea thed  ^ ^
in  thy  h e a r t ,  and thou d id s t  a c q u ire  a new l i f e .  Thy h e a r t  was pure and  ̂ Vv 
im m anculate, th e r e fo r e ,  th e  e ffu lg en c e  o f the  Sun of R e a l i ty  whone upon i t   ̂ y 
im m ediately . Thank thou God th a t  thou w ert confirm ed^w ith  sjoch^Bestowal, ' -
became th e  m a n ife s to r  of the most g re a t  g u id a n d ey ^ tfan š lu cen t m ir ro r .  Lay 
and n ig h t s t r i v e  th a t  th a t  co u n try  may become illu m in ed  and th'e n o s t r i a l s  of
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th e  seek ers  be perfumed w ith  th e  F rag rances o f th e  M e rc ifu l. -  -

The day was f i l l e d  w ith  in t e r e s t i n g  e v e n ts , c h ie f  amongst them was th e  
d ep a rtu re  of Zeenat Kahnom fo r  Am erica. She i s  going to  t r a v e l  w ith  Mrs. 
Wise. Zeenat Kahnom w il l  be the w ife of our b ro th e r ,  Doctor Bagdadi. A 
long  T ab le t was d ic ta te d  by th e  M aster to  him, in  which he sa id  the g i r l  
was educated and tra in e d  in  H is Household from e a r ly  ch ild h o o d . Another 
sh o r t T ab le t was rev ea led  in  hiB h o ly  hand to  th e  American b e l ie v e r s ,  the 
c o n te n ts  of which as n e a rly  a s  I  remember, i s  a s  fo llo w s;

"0 ye b e l ie v e r s  of Godi We are  sending  to  America th e  M aid-Servant of 
God, Zeenat Khadom, w ith  Mrs. W ise. She is  on her way to  Chicago. Un- 
q u és tio n ab ly  a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  of God w il l  e x e rc is e  the utm ost c o n s id e ra tio n  
to  Zeenat Kahnom. (Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

I  have no doubt th a t  her a r r ié ra i in  America and her s ta y  amongst our 
b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  w i l l  be an added im petus toward th e  Unity of th e  E ast 
and the West. Brought upoin  the calm , i n f i n i t e l y  d e l ic a te  atm osphere of 
th e  Holy Fam ily , imbued w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l  beau ty  of th e  d iv in e  l i f e  of 
th e  Beloved, f i l l e d  w ith  th e  dream s and s i le n c e  of th e  magi® E a s t , she 
w il l  make many h e a r t s  happy. The in n e r  l i f e  of: a s p i r i tu a l - h e a r te d  E as te rn  
woman i s  a garden o f im p erish ab le  f lo w e rs . I t  i s  deep, calm , b a lan ced .
Her g e n tle  id e a ls  and th o u g h ts  a re  "o f a d e lic a c y  o f p e rc e p tio n  scyfine and 
s u b tle  th a t  language i t s e l f  i s  too  co a rse  to  ex p ress  th e i r  m iracu lous 
shad ings and d is c r im in a t io n s ."  I t  i s  a ro se , the  " f ra g ra n t lo v e l in e s s "  of 
which perfum es a l l  n o s t r i l s .  " I t  i s  r e v e la t io n  of in d e f in a b le  th in g s -  
of beauty and s t r e n g th  in  re p o se , o f  an i r r id e s c e n t  m is tin e s s  which sub
dues and s o f te n s  th e  form and c o lo r  o f a l l  th in g s  se e n , o f  a s i le n c e  th a t  
i s  no t cold and empty, bu t f a i n t l y  m u sica l and t i n t e d ,  of a sound beyond 
a l l  h e a rin g  and a v is io n  beyond a l l  s ig h t ."

In  the m orning th e  O rie n ta l P ilg r im s  met Abdul Baha in  the garden , and 
he gave a lo n g , in t e r e s t i n g  t a l k .  In  the a f te rn o o n  I  was w ith th e  Belotoed 
t i l l  l a t e  in  th e  even ing , and th en  he g ra c io u s ly  asked me to  s ta y  and have 
supper and rem ain o v e rn ig h t. I f  I  want to  d e sc r ib e  my f iv e  or s ix  hours 
w ith  him, I have to  w ri te  many, many more pages. Two persons c a lle d  on 
him who asked many q u e s tio n s  about the B ib le , the s to ry  o f G enesis, the  
answ ers to  a l l  o f which I  was fo r tu n a te  enoixgh to  w ri te  down. The up sho t 
of a l l  our e f f o r t s  and s t r iv in g s  i s  to  se rv e  the  Cause, spread the  Message 
and a t t r a c t  HEW so u ls  to  th e  Kingdom of Abha. The Bahai Cause has not 
come fo r you o r me in  an in d iv id u a l  sen se . I t  i s  fo r  th e  whole w orld . Ohiy 
in  th a t  sense i t  belongs to  u s . I t  i s  our bounden duty to  a v a i l  o u rse lv e s  
of every means to  prom ulgate th e se  Teachings amongst th e  c h i ld re n  of men.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai Mesti:, Mount c a m e l ,
H a ifa , S y r ia , March 4, 1914,

Dear f r ie n d s ;
Z eenat Ahanom i s  th e  d au g h te r o f llo sse in  Aga, who 

was th e  p e rso n a l a tte n d d a n t o f  our peloved . Mis f a t h e r 's  
naine was H a ji A li A sghar, and he was one o f th e  prom inent 
m erchants o f  T a b r iz , and an o ld , e a rn e s t  B ahai. He and h is  
fam ily  m ig ra ted  to  A drianople and were most happy to  l iv e  
n ea r  th e  B lessed  P e rfe c tio n *  Che o ld  man opened a s to r e  
and engaged in  b u s in e s s . When th e  q u e s tio n  o f  Baha*o' l la h * s  
e x i le  to  an o th er d i s t a n t  p o in t  was rumored sibroad, .Haji A li 
Asghar went to  S a h a * o 'lla h  and s u p p lic a te d  and p lead ed  to  
be in c lu d ed  in  th e  company. Having gained  th e  p e rm iss io n , 
he h a y p ily  announced th a t  on such and such a day he would 
s e l l  a l l  o f lu s  .goods a t  a u c tio n , which he d id  a t  a very 
heavy lo s s ;  bu t he was so joyous because he was going to  
accompany S a h a 'o 'l l a h  th a t  he d id  not c a re  i f  they  brought 
him n o th in g  a t  a l l .  And so i t  happened th a t  H aji A li Asghar, 
h is  w ife , h is  son H ossein  Aga, and h is  th re e  d au g h te rs  were 
in c lu d ed  in  th e  b le s se d  company of e x i le s  to  Acca. When th e  
e x i le d  p a r ty  reaohed  th e  p e s t i l e n t i a l  town o f Acca, th e  
a u th o r i t i e s  lodged them in  th e  m i l i ta r y  B arracX s. K ossein  
Aga a t  t h i s  tim e was a young man, and was d e lž tiled  by th e  
B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  to  th e  p e rso n a l s e rv ic e  o f Abdul Baha.
When th e  Beloved re c e iv e d  g u e s ts ,  as Me was wont to  do a t  
a l l  t im e s , h o sse in  Aga was th e re  to  se rv e  c o ffe e  o r te a  and 
hubb le -b u b b le  o r c i g a r e t t e s .  A fte r  two y ea rs  o f c lo se  con
finem ent in  t h e ' B a rrack s , th e  a u th o r i t i e s  gave p erm issio n  
to  Baha*o1l l a h  and His companions to  leav e  th a t  p la ce  and 
r e n t  houses in  th e  town and l iv e  w ith in  i t s  l i m i t s .

At th a t  tim e th e re  l iv e d  in  Acca a Bahai by th e  
name o f Mohammed Ib rah im  Ameer, a Bahai v e te ra n  who toox 
an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  famous ev en ts  o f  Bayreez and whose 
h is to ry  a lone  maxes a booX. Y ears b e fo re  he had l e f t  
P e r s ia  and m ig ra ted  to  Bagdad to  look in  th e  Pace o f h is  
L ord , and from th a t  tim e on he n ever l e f t  B a h a * o 'lla h . In  
th e  household  o f  B a h a* o 'llah  th e re  l iv e d  a n ic e ,  lo v e ly  
g i r l ,  and a f t e r  le av in g  th e  M il i ta ry  BarracXs she was se
le c te d  as th e  fu tu re  w ife  o f  Mohammed Ib rah im  Ameer.
Q u ie tly  they  were m a rr ied , and y e a rs  r o l l e d  on, each y ea r  
adding i t s  quota o f h ap p in ess  and b l i s s .  Prom t h i s  m arriage  
a g i r l  was b o rn , and she was g iven  t h e : f a s c in a t in g  name o f 
Badieh Ehanom. . Under th e  p ro te c t in g  wing of th e  B lessed  
P e r fe c t io n  she grew up . L et u s not fo rg e t  th a t  du ring  a l l  
th e s e  y e a rs  H ossein  Aga had been f a i t h f u l l y  se rv in g  our 
B eloved, and never le av in g  Sim one day. U nconsciously t h i s  
g i r l  and t h i s  boy had been develop ing  and advancing toward 
one common d e s t in y , and now th e  tim e had come fo r  t h e i r  
s t a r s  to  meet in  th e  same c o n s te l la t io n *  Loi H ossein 
Aga and B ad i-eh  Ehanom were engaged, and a f t e r  th e  la p se  o f 

3 a sh o r t tim e they  were m a rried . * h e y l iv e d  to g e th e r  most 
h a p p ily , th e  husband c o n tin u in g  h is  s e rv ic e s  a t  th e  co u rt 
o f  Abdul Baha. In  th e  co u rse  o f tim e: God b le s se d  them w ith
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w ith  s ix  f in e  c h i ld re n ,  th r e e  boys and th re e  g i r l s .  They 
a re  a l l  l iv in g .  she names o f th e  boys a re  Mohammed, Ahmad 
and A ta, and th e  g i r l s '  names a re  Patej?ah Ehanom, zeena t 
Ihanom and Habour Khanora. She e ld e s t  g i r l ,  Eatemah Ah&nom, 
i s  engaged to  our d ea r b ro th e r  M irza A ll Akbar, who was w ith  
th e  M aster in  America and whom you a l l  know and love  very 
much. She m iddle g i r l ,  Zeenat Khanom, is  on h e r way to  
America to  be th e  w ife  o f  our f a i t h f u l  b ro th e r ,  Doctor Pag- 
d a d i ,  and th e  youngest o f a l l ,  -labour :Khanoia, i s  a t te n d in g  
th e  o o lle g e  in  B e iru t .

I t  was a lam en tab le  lo s s  to  th e  Oause when two 
y e a rs  ago, - h i l e  th e  M aster was t r a v e l in g  in  America, our 
d ea r b ro th e r  K ossein  Aga f e l l  from  th e  window of h i s  house 
in  H a ifa , a d p assed  away from t h i s  l i f e  on tn e  seine day.
The b e l ie v e r s  o f H a ifa  and Acca t e l l  u s  th a t  he p o ssessed  a 
rem arkab le  memory fo r  r e c i t i n g  a l l  th e  p a r t i c u la r s  in  con
n e c tio n  w ith  th e  h is to r y  o f th e  Clause, e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  
ev en ts  in  which he was an a c t iv e  P a r t i c ip a n t .  Were he .frttÿèiûtmnill^iisP^ÿ8&tï5H M  SSving
th e  M aster took, a, t r i p  to  B e iru t, and lio sse in  Aga accompanied n?rn. A fte r  Bana* o * I la h Ts D epartu re  b o sse m  Aga went to
T ib e r iu s ,  and th en  he l a t e r  re tu rn e d  to  th e  B eloved. The 
c h a ra c te r  o f  lio sse in  Aga was i r  rep ro  achab l e  ; he had a most 
e x c e l le n t  d i s p o s i t io n ,  he was never seen  in  an e x c ite d  
c o n d itio n , bu t was always calm and even tem pered . His 
a s s o c ia t io n  was so o th in g  and t r a n q u i l iz in g .  Composed in  
manner, calm unde:? a l l  c irc u m sta n ces , he im pressed  everyone 
who came in  c o n ta c t w ith  him w ith  the sw eetness o f h is  
s p i r i t  and th e  s im p lic i ty  o f h is  l i f e .  During hi-; f o r ty  
y e a rs  o f  s e rv ic e  to  Abdul Saha everybody was p leased  w ith  
him, p i lg r im s , s tr a n g e rs  and th e  r e s id e n ts  o" Acca. Everyone
remembered th e  su a v ity  and k in d n ess  o f  H ossem  Aga. I have
h e a rd , o f te n ,  tin  M aster d w ellin g  on h is  name and p r a is in g  
b is  in im ita b le  v i r tu e s  and m e r i ts .  So i l l u s t r a t e  th e  amia
b i l i t y  o f  h is  c h a r a c te r ,  one o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  r e l a t e d  th e  
fo llo w in g  s to r y :

Years ago a number o f p ilg r im s  a r r iv e d  in  Acca to  
v i s i t  th e  Beloved. A fte r  s ta y in g  t h e i r  a l l o t t e d  tim e , they  
re c e iv e d  p e rm iss io n  to  r e tu rn  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n tr ie s ,  
B idding th e  b e l ie v e r s  fare-w ell they  l e f t  Acca fo r  H a ifa , 
h a rd ly  had h a l f  an hour p assed  when one o f th e  p ilg r im s  was 
seen runn ing  back tow ard th e  house o f the  M aster, and in q u ir in g  
fo r  Mossein Aga. "There he i s , "  and he was p o in ted  o u t.
"Oh, H ossein  Aga1," th e  p ilg r im  s a id :  : "Mirza   sen t me back
to  g e t from you th e  two d o l la r s  th a t  you owe him. In  the 
hu rry  o f our le av in g  he fo rg o t to  ask you ." H ossein Aga 
looked a t him a, l i t t l e  puzzled  and gave him th e  money without, 
demanding e x p la n a tio n . Taking th e  money he h as ten ed  back
to  jo in  th e  com panions. A fte r  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  M irza ___
found th a t  he had asked th e  money from th e  wrong p erso n .
As i t  so happened th e re  l iv e d  in  Acca 'ano ther b e l ie v e r  by th e  
name o f K ossein . He h u r r ie d  back to  Acca to  o f f e r  h i s  a -  
p o lo g ie s  to  H ossein  Aga fo r  th e  m istake  o f p e r s o n a l i t i e s .
"Why d id  you no t t e l l  th e  m essenger th a t  you d id  not owe me 
an y th in g ? " "W ell, he answ ered , "I thought you needed the  
money and I cou ld  a f fo rd  to  p a r t  w ith  it, w ith  p le a s u re .
There i s  no d if fe re n c e  between you and me."



Bahai M est, Mount Carmel,
H a ifa , S y r ia , March 5 , 1914.

Dear F rie n d s ; -

"Be thou  a d i s t r i b u t e r  o f  r o s e s '"  th e  M aster s a id ,  a s  he handed a 
h an d k e rch ie f f i l l e d  w ith  ro se s  to  M irza H ossein  H a ji , and in  tu rn  Mirza 
H ossein d iv ided  them amongst a l l  th e  p ilg r im s  who were gath ered  in th e  
la rg e  re c e p tio n  room to  h ea r the  M a s te r 's  words of wisdom. The Belov-

•  ed ' s d e s ire  i s  th a t  every  one o f us may become the d i s t r i b u t e r  of th e  
id e a l  ro se s  o f the Kingdom o f Abha, th e  f ra g ra n c e s  o f which perfume th e  
consciousness of a l l  m ankind. "Be thou a d i s t r i b u t o r  o f ro s e s J "  he may 
ju s t  as w ell say to  a l l  o f u s ;  fo r  t h i s  i s  th e  h ig h e s t p o s i t io n  in  th e  
world of hum anity. While th e  ro s e s  were being d i s t r ib u t e d ,  th e  M aster 
continued h is  t a lk ;  "There a re  many k in d s o f r o s e s ,  bu t t h i s  kind ( I  am 
sending f iv e  o f them to  Mr. Hannen) i s  th e  most f r a g r a n t .  The e x t r a c t  
of ro ses  i s  taken  from t h i s .  The B lessed P e r fe c tio n  always loved t h i s  
sp ec ie  of ro s e s . Large bowls c o n ta in in g  th e  same, d eco ra ted  the ta b le  of 
h is  room a l l  the  tim e . The fra g ra n ce  of t h i s  ro se  has a g re a t  r e f in in g  
e f f e c t  upon th e  human c o n s t i tu t io n .  B a h a 'o 'l la h  loved perfum es very  
much, and He always used the a t t a r  o f  ro s e s . The p h y s ic a l s u s c e p t i b i l i 
t i e s  of the B lessed P e r fe c t io n  were very  g r e a t .  His sense  of sm ell was 
very keen indeed , and a lso  H is e y e s ig h t ,  and up to  th e  end of H is l i f e  
he read the f in e s t  type w ith o u t the a id  o f g la s s e s .  The H oly, D ivine 
M a n ife s ta tio n s  a re  even s u p e r io r  and d is t in g u ish e d  in  th e i r  p h y s ic a l 
powers from th e  r e s t  of mankind; Dor exam ple, even when th e  B lessed 
P e rfe c tio n  was n o t f e e l in g  w e ll , h is  p u lse  would b ea t r e g u la r ly  l ik e  
th e  pu lse  of a young man 20 y ea rs  o ld . For the l a s t  th re e  y ea rs  o f  His 
L ife  He h a rd ly  a te  an y th in g . The se rv a n ts  b rough t th e  t r a y  befo re  Him;
He would look a t  the  v a rio u s  d ish e s , e a t a few m o u th fu ls , and th en  i t  
was im m ediately removed; y e t th e  p u lse  was norm al. At th a t  tim e th e re  
was a Greek Doctor who r e g u la r ly  c a l le d  on th e  fam ily  whenever any o f us 
was no t f e e l in g  w e ll. One day he w§s allow ed to  stand  in  th e  P resence 
of B a h a 'o 'l la h ,  He looked i t t o  H is Face and His E yes, and asked perm is
s io n  to  f e e l  h i s  p u lse . A fte r  due exam ination , th e  Doctor expressed  h is  
as to n ish m en t, and said  th a t  he had never seen a c o n s t i tu t io n  so h ig h ly  
s e n s i t iv e  as  th a t  of B a h a 'o 'l la h .  -  -  -"

Then he to ld  a s to ry  of th e  im prisonm ent o f th e  B lessed P e r fe c t io n  
in  Teheran, the s u f fe r in g s  o f th e  Bahais,- t h e i r : h e ro ic  stand and t h e i r  
unexampled f o r t i tu d e  in  th e  face  o f th e  most d ir e  p e rs e c u tio n s . Every 
tim e he re p e a ts  a c e r t a in  s to ry  o f th e  Cause, which I  have heard  b e fo re , 
he adds f u r th e r  s i d e - l i g h t s ,  making i t  a t  once in s t r u c t iv e  and more 
com prehensive. These a d d it io n s  I  hope to  add to  th e  o r ig in a l  s t o r i e s  
r e c i te d  in  th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  whenever I  f in d  tim e fo r  r e v is io n  in  the  f u tu r e .  
A f te r  th e  a d d re s s , th e  o ld e r son o f Ebne Abhar, 9 fcears o ld , r e c i té d  a

•  w onderful T ab le t from th e  pen of th e  C enter of th e  Covenant. When th e  
m eetings was over I  w ro te i t  down, and I  should l ik e  to  sh are  i t s  con
te n ts  w ith  you.

T,0 ye b e l ie v e r s  of Godi Avoid the sm e ll of ig n o ra n t p re ju d ic e s  
th e  b lind  enm ity  and h a tre d  and th e  r a c i a l ,  p a t r i o t i c  and r e l ig io u s  
s u p e r s t i t i t n s  which a re  in  to to  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  D iv ien  R e lig io n , op
nosed to  th e  go o d -p leasu re  o f God and conducive to  th e  d e p r iv a tio n  
of man from the  Bestow als o f th e  M e rc ifu l.



2 .
Mar. 5 , 1914. (

A b strac t y o u rse lv e s  from th e se  im ag in a tio n s , and c lean se  and p o lis h  th e  
m irro rs  of your h e a r t s  from th e  d ross o f th e se  ig n o ran t p re ju d ic e s  -  th u s  
you may become very w ise and lo v in g  to  th e  world o f hum anity , se rv in g  
mankind w ith  f a i th f u ln e s s  and e n te r ta in in g  not: th e  l e a s t  race  of i l l -  
f e e l in g  a g a in s t  th e  in d iv id u a l members o f any n a t io n ,  any r e l ig i o n ,  any 
community, any race  and any co u n try . E xercise; toward a l l  the  utm ost frie n d  

l in e s s  and am ity . Perchance th rbugh  th e  P rovidence and Bounty o f God 
th e  h o rizo n  o f mankind may become p u r i f ie d  and; s a n c t i f ie d  from th e se  
b lack  c louds o f u n en ligh tened  b ia s  and d ark  h o s t i l i t y  and a v e rs io n . S tr iv e  
th a t  day by day you may become th e  cause o f love  .and amity, amongst a l l  
the n a tio n s  o f th e  w orld ., -  -  God has c rea ted  youVadm onition, e x h o r ta t io n , 
th e  read ju stm en t o f m o ra li ty , th e  i l lu m in a tio n  and th e  s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  
of the world of hum anity. This i s  your d u ty . Upon th ee  be g re e t in g  and 
p r a is e  !"

(S igned) Abdul Baha Abbas.
In  th e  morning th e  Beloved w alking  th ro u g h  the garden , c a lle d  for 

Ebne Abhar, and fo r more than  an hour he spoke w ith  him abou t th e  Cause 
in  Teheran. Large m eetings a r e  geing  held in  th e  l a s t  m entioned c i ty  
R ash t, Bakou and o th e r  p o in ts ,  and people a re  in c re a s in g ly  a t t r a c te d  to  
the Cause of God. In  a p u b l ic .m eeting  in  R ash t, a nobleman who had met
the  Beloved in  P a r i s ,  sa id : ”1 am ,no t a B ahai, n e i th e r  am I  in te r e s te d
in  th e  Movement.; bu t I  had th e  p le a su re  of m eeting  Abdul Baha in  Egypt, 
and I  can  d e c la re  f e a r le s s ly  th a t  he is  two yards above th e  heads of a l l  
hum anity ."

Our p ilg r im s  from o th e r  p a r ts  r e p o r t  marked p ro g re ss  o f th e  Move
ment and a r e  f i l l e d  w ith  the  joyous s e rv ic e  of hum anity. Someone asked 
the M aster how he could se rv e  h is  fellow -m en. His answer i s  u n iv e r s a l  
and can be ap p lied  to  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s .  He said* "Be thoii occupied
in  gu id ing  so u ls . I f  you want to  educate a p e rso n , you must s t r i v e  fo r
many y ea rs , exhort him, ad v ise  him and t r a i n  him w ith  much d i f f i c u l t y .
This i s  one way o f te ach in g  ihe. so u ls  th ro u g h  the  in c u lc a t io n  of m oral 
le s so n s  by slow d eg rees . The o th e r  way i s  th rough  th e  guidance of God 
and th e  descen t o f the Holy S p i r i t .  When a person  i s  ta u g h t through 
the  Love o f God, th e re  w i l l  come over him a r a d ic a l  change and h is  m oral 
l i f e  w i l l  become transform ed in s ta n ta n e o u s ly , and h is  conduct and man
ners; w il l  become s p i r i t u a l .  .; T h ere fo re , the g r e a te s t  s e rv ic e  to  be re n 
dered to th e  human world i s  to  guide to  th e  r i g h t  p a th , to  be th e  means 
of th é  s a lv a t io n  of th e  s o u ls ,  so th a t  th e  dark  ones may become i l 
lum ined, th e  d e fe c tiv e  p e r f e c t ,  th e  e a r th ly  ones h eav en ly , e x t in c t  ones 
e n lig h te n e d , th e  s a ta n ic  onea a n g e lic  -  th u s  they may a l l  a t t a i n  to  e t
e rn a l  l i f e . "

Ahmad Sohrab.
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F R O M  M I R Z A  A H M A D  S Q H R A B

Bahai H eat, Mount Carmel,
H a ifa , S y ria , March 6, 1914,

Dear F rien d s
A fte r  n e a r ly  fo u r  months of absence , our o ld  f r ie n d  M irza 

A li Akbar i s  back from Bakou, R u ssia , h a le  and h e a r ty ,  With him 
have come h is  s i s t e r  and h e r  husband and a d ea r  l i t t l e  g i r l  of 
th re e  y e a rs , a ls o  Sheikh Mohamed A li and h is  son of about f i f t e e n  
y e a rs . Sheikh Mohammed A li is  a  le a rn e d  B ahai, a te a c h e r  and a 
w r i te r  o f unusual a b i l i t y  and t a l e n t .  He l iv e d  in  Ashkabad, and i s  
w e ll known throughout th e  Bahai w orld . He i s  t a l l  and v ig o ro u s .
He has a  dark  bu t ex trem ely  p le a s a n t  fa c e , p e n e tra tin g  eyes and a 
b la c k  b ea rd . He i s  a vooal te a c h e r , and co n seq u en tly  ch an ts  the 
t a b l e t s  v ery  b e a u t i f u l ly .  T heir steam er a r r iv e d  l a s t  n ig h t ,  bu t 
they  landed  th i s  m orning. I  was a l i t t l e  l a t e  in  descending the 
m ountain, and so when I en te red  th e  garden I h ea rd  the  Beloved had 
asked fo r  me two or th re e  tim e s . I  h u r r ie d  to  th e  re c e p tio n  room 
and found th e  M aster engaged in co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  the newly a r r iv e d  
p i lg r im s . They were t e l l i n g  him about the Cause in R ussia , and in 
tu rn  he was in q u ir in g  about th e  h e a l th  of the  v a rio u s  b e l ie v e r s .

"Ho d i f f i c u l t y ,  ' no m a tte r  how in su rm o u n ta b le ,,f he s a id , 
"must d isco u rag e  u s . In th e  long run a l l  th e  p erp lex in g  problem s 
of th e  Cause w i l l  be so lv ed . Our t r u s t  is  on th e  B lessed  P e r fe c 
t io n .  He w il l  un lock  a l l  th e  se a le d  doors b e fo re  our f a c e s . P ra is e  
be to  God th a t  in  th e se  days, wherever you go, you meet b e l ie v e r s  
who a re  making t h e i r  utm ost e f f o r t  to  teach  th e  t r u th ."

A fte r  a few more m in u te s ' t a l k  he bade them r e t i r e  and 
r e s t  a f t e r  t h e i r  long , arduous t r i p  o f s ix te e n  days. Then I was 
l e f t  a lone in  th e  .room. He go t up froiá h is  s e a t  and commenced to 
w alk. Approaching me to  th e  p o in t th a t  I cou ld  f e e l  h i s  b re a th , 
he looked sm ilin g ly  and lo v in g ly  in to  my ey es. With h is  g e n tle  
warm hands he p a t te d  my sh o u ld e rs  and bo th  my cheeks g e n tly  se v e ra l 
tim e s . I t  was a s  though he s e t  lo o se  th e  b a t t e r i e s  of h is  s p i r i t u 
a l ,  o r e a t iv e  energy , arid I  f e l t  m yself trem b lin g  and shaking w hile 
th e  te a r s  r o l l e d  down my cheeks.

"C o n sid er,"  he s a id ,  w ith  a firm  to n e , as  he l e f t  me in  
t h i s  confused  s ta te  and con tinued  h i s  walk, "and r e f l e c t  over the 
fa v o rs  and b o u n tie s  o f th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n , how he h a th  made 
th ee  known throughout th e  E ast and the; West. To-day a l l  my ta b le t s  
and t a lk s  a re  tra n s m itte d  to  th e  o u ts id e  w orld through th e e . Re
f l e c t  over t h i s  s t a t io n  and a p p re c ia te  thou i t s  heavenly  v a lu e . 
Render thou th an k sg iv in g  unto th e  C rea to r of th e  heavens and e a r th  
fo r  th u s  s u f fe r in g  th ee  to  become th e  o b jec t of t h i s  e v e r la s t in g  
g lo ry . Thou a r t  my f r ie n d  of th e  'C a v e .1 Thou a r t  my o ld  f r ie n d . 
P ra is e  and g lo r i f y  God every moment of thy l i f e ,  so th a t  day by day 
th e se  e te r n a l  b es to w als  may descend upon th ee  more ab u n d an tly , I 
w i l l  send th ee  to  America, and I w il l  send th ee  w ith  such power as 
to  a s to n is h  th e  people and amaze th e  b e h o ld e rs . The fav o rs  o f  the  
B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  w i l l  e n c ir c le  thee,; and h is  g race  w i l l  descend 
upon th e e  in c e s s a n t ly ."  . (Oh, I  was going to  p lead  w ith  him not to 
send me away from him . I  a c tu a l ly  d id  so. b u t he tu rn ed  h i s  won
d e r fu l  fa ce  and re p e a te d  th e  words tw ice .}  " I w i l l  send th ee  to



Am erica. I w i l l  send th ee  to America. A ll th e  b e l ie v e r s  of God 
love  th ee  now, h u t when I send th ee  back to  America they w i l l  lo v e  
th e e  more, i n f i n i t e l y  more. I  w il l  send th ee  hack w ith  th e  heaven
ly  power, th e  co n firm a tio n  o f th e  kingdom, and th e  d iv in e  po tency . 
Rest thou a s su re d  o f t h i s .  I  w il l  d e d ic a te  thy  l i f e  to  th e  se rv ic e  
o f  th e  Cause. ' I  w i l l  b a p tiz e  th ee  w ith  the  f i r e  of th e  love of 
God. Day and n ig h t work and p rep a re  th y s e l f .  S an c tify  and g lo r i f y  
God. A person  who is  ta u g h t and in s t ru c te d  by me, a person  who has 
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  me by day and by n ig h t ,  must move and t h r i l l  the 
world of hum anity w ith  th e  s p i r i t u a l  dominion of the kingdom of 
Abha. W ait, w a it ,  and thou  s h a l t  see to  what a s ta t io n  I s h a l l  
cause th ee  to  ascend . The p e n e tra t io n  and in f lu e n c e  of th e  Y/ord of 
God a re  m iracu lo u s . The power and m a jes ty  o f th e  Caus-e of Baha’ o '-  
l l a h  a re  e x tra o rd in a ry . He h o ld s  in  h is  gra3p th e  s c e p te r  of ’He 
e s p e c ia l iz e s  w ith  h is  g race  whomsoever he p le a s e s , '  and he keeps in  
h is  hand th e  law  o f *He doeth  w hatsoever he w i l le th » '"

By t h i s  tim e I was weeping l i k e  a c h i ld .  I knew in my 
h e a r t  how weak and im potent I  am, how t r u ly  in cap ab le  I am to  f u l 
f i l  even one of th e se  lo f ty  commands of the k ing  of k in g s . D aily  
he is  p u tt in g  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on my sh o u ld e rs , and .making me 
f e e l  t h e i r  m oral and in t e l l e c tu a l  w eigh t. I t  is  im possib le  to  d e 
s e r t  the  camp. One must go forw ard and onward, and only through 
th e  p ra y e rs  and s u p p lic a t io n s  of th e  f r ie n d s  s p i r i t u a l  a s s is ta n c e  
is  secu red  and vouchsafed .

Then he s t a r t e d  to  d ic t a t e  t a b l e t s  fo r  Mrs. Helen G oodall, 
Gan F ran c isco ; Mr. and M rs. Gregory of W ashington, D. C ,; Mrs, 
Asseyeh A llen , Mrs. Dixon, and the  S tu t tg a r t  b e l ie v e r s .  While he 
was d ic ta tin g  th e  above t a b l e t s  th e  e f f e c t  o f h i s  words to me was so 
g re a t  th a t  I could  no t s to p  th e  te a r s  f a l l in g  from my eyes.

To-day a l l  th e  p ilg r im s  went to  Acca, bu t as i t  was r a in 
ing a l l  day they  could  not v i s i t  th e  h o ly  'tomb, so they d id  not r e 
tu rn  in th e  even ing .

In th e  a f te rn o o n , I was p le a se d  to s tand  ag a in  in th e  
p resence of the Beloved. He gave me s ix  m andarines, and o rdered  
B asheer to  b r in g  c o f fe e . Apropos of h a b i t ,  he s a id ;

"Form erly I  was so accustom ed th a t  I s le p t  in Acca in th e  
same sm all room w ith  t h i r t e e n  o th e r  s o u ls ,  b u t now i f  th e re  s le ep s  
an o th er person  in  my room I l i e  awake a l l  n ig h t .  Once th e re  were 
many p ilg rim B , and I asked Taki Menshadi to  come and s le e p  in  my 
room. He was my room mate fo r  n e a rly  a week, and I  could  h a rd ly  
s le e p . H abit i s  bad , and as much as  p o s s ib le  we must shake o f f  i t s  
te n ac io u s  e f f e c t . "

Ahmad Gohrab.



Bahai N e s t, Mount Caim e l  .H a i f a ,  S y r ia , Mar. 7 , '1 4 .

Dear E r ie n d s :-

Descending th e  M ountain is  now a p le a s a n t  d a i ly  ta s k .  As soon a s  I  
ge t up I go to  th e  P ilg r im s 1 Home, pay a sh o r t v i s i t  to  th e  f r i e n d s ,  d rin k  
a cup o f te a . and then  w ith  M irza Mahmoud or a member of o th e r  b e l ie v e rs  
s t a r t  fo r th e  abode o f the Beloved. I  h a rd ly  s tay  in  my n e s t  nowadays 
excep t in  the ev en in g s . These a re  a c t iv e ,  happy days. The M aster is  
w e ll , the Cause is  p ro g re ss in g  everyw here , th e  b e l ie v e rs  are  u n ited  in  
harmony a l l  over the w orld , the  P ilg rim s a r r iv e  w ith  ev e ry  steam er; from 
the E ast and th e  West th e  c ry  of Ya Baha El Abhs reaches to  th e  e a rs  
of th e  dw ellers  o f Mount Carmel, and th e re  is  a s p i r i t  of j o l l i f i c a t i o n  
and th a n k fu ln e ss  abroad. As we descend th e  m ountain the th ru sh e s  of c h e e r 

fu ln e s s  p reach ing  on the branches of th e  t r e e s  of our h e a r t s  b reak  in to  
songs and th e  hymns o f h ap p in ess  and r e jo ic in g  flow from our l i p s .

No sooner had we a r r iv e d  a t  the home o f  th e  lo rd  then  he s e n t  fo r  us -  
M irza Mahmoud and m yself -  and we were t r u ly  joyous to  be the  r e c ip ie n ts  

of h is  ever g rac io u s  welcome. He said th a t  h is  h e a lth  was good and he was 
growing b e t t e r  d a i ly ,  f o r  which we thanked God. Eor n e a r ly  h a l f  an hour 
he spoke to  us ab o u t th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of th e  Cause and how all a re  crowd
ing  one a f t e r  an o th er demanding h is  a t t e n t i o n .  "I am a l l  a lo n e " , he s a id ,  
"and I must a tte n d  to every  sm all d e t a i l . "  Then he d ic ta te d  about 5 or 6 
T ab le ts  fu r  th e  American b e l ie v e r s .  While he was d ic ta t in g  th e  l a s t  one 
th e  door opened and Mr. and Mrs. Holbach came in .  They had been away fo r 
two days, having gone to  th e  p lace  of S a c r if ic e  -  repu ted  to  be th e  A lta r  
o f E l i ja h ,  where th e  f i r e  came down from heaven and burned th e  p ro p h e t’ s 
s a c r i f i c e .  A fte r  r e c i t in g  t h e i r  t h r i l l i n g  experience  of donkey r id in g  and 
being caught in  th e  r a in  on t h e i r  r e tu rn  t r i p  th e  M aster sa id :

"The A lta r  o f S a c r if ic e  i s  the l iv in g  h e a r t  of man and not a few 
p ie ce s  of dead sto n es. The f i r e  th a t  oame down from heaven was no o th e r  
th an  the E ire  of th e  Love of God descending from th e  heaven of the D ivine 

W ill; th e  b u llo c k s  are human and c a rn a l d e s i r e s  and a p p e t l t i e s  w hich a re  
e n t i r e ly  burned away by th i s  Id ea l E ire  , le av in g  the  s p i r i t u a l  A lta r  
c leansed  and pure and heavenly  c e l e s t i a l  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  and a t t r i b u t e s  w i l l  
take the p lace  of form er blameworthy q u a l i t i e s . :  The k i l l i n g  o f  the  p r i e s t s
of Baal means th a t  the enemies of t r u th  were so f i l l e d  w ith  w rath a g a in s t  
the  trium ph o f  the Cause of R igh teousness th a t  th e y  p erish ed  by t h e i r  own 
d e f e a t ."  Then apropos of som ething e ls e  he s a id j

"The B ible and the Gospel a re  most hononed in  th e  e s tim a tio n  o f  a l l  
the B ahais. One o f th e  s p i r i t u a l  u t te ra n c e s  of H is H o lin ess  C h r is t  in  
h is  Sermon on the  Mount i s  p re fe ra b le  to  me th an  a l l  th e  w r i t in g s o f  th e  
p h ilo so p h e rs . I t  i s  th e  r e l ig io u s  d u ty  o f  every  Bahai to  read aůd com
prehend the meanings of th e  Old and New T estam ent."

Again he sa id * -  "Whosoever d e s i r e s  to  know the  h is to r y  o f  th is  Cause
and i t s  te n e ts  must come to  us and n o t go to  th o se  who are p re ju d ic ed  and
b ia s e d . Eor i f  the se e k e r  f o r  in fo rm atio n  goes to  th e  l a t t e r  people he
w il l  su re ly  d ep riv e  h im se lf  o f th e  r e a l  f a c t s . "

About noon I  came out of th e  room o f  the M aster. In  th e  a f te rn o o n  
he c a lle d  on a few o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  town and l a t e r  on d ic ta te d  T ab le ts  
to  M irza Moneer f o r  th e  [O riental B ah a is .

When evening  came around a l l  the p ilg r im s  were ready  in  th e  house a -  
w a itin g  th e  summons o f th e  Beloved. F in a l ly  th e  tim e  came and when every
one had tak en  h is  s e a t  the  M aster d e liv e re d  a lo n g , in s t r u c t iv e  a d d re ss , 
p a r t s  o f whàcfc I w iU  t r a n s l a t e  h e r e i n . : -  "The g r e a te s t  p roo f o f th e  B les

sed P e r fe c tio n  -  may my l i f e  be a ransom to  him -  c o n s is ts  in  th e  f a c t
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th a t  he was always m an ife s t and e v id e n t under a l l  c o n d i t io n s . and ciruum - 
s ta n o e s . He was n ever concealed nor was he d isg u ised  fo r one day. In  
P e rs ia  in .B agdad , in  C o n s ta n tin o p le , In  A drianople and in  th e  most g r e a t  
p r is o n , B a h a 'o 'l la h  ever w ithstood  th e  p e rse c u tio n s  o f  th e  enem ies and 
k ep t H is own ground in  th e  face  of a l l  th e  w o rld . He never a ttem pted  to  
p ro te c t  or sh ie ld  h im s e lf  fo r  one second. Before a l l  n a tio n s  and a l l  r e 
l ig io n s  He proclaim ed His Cause and d ec la red  H is T eachings. The fo e s  were 
r e s i s t i n g  th e  spread  of th e  Cause w ith  the  g r e a te s t  h o s t i l i t y  and His 
B lessed B rea s t was the t a r g e t  f o r  an hundred thousand a rro w s . I t  i s  r e 
vealed  in  th e  V is i t in g  T ab le t; "V erily  I  bear testim ony  t h a t  th e  eye of 
c re a tio n  has n o t w itnessed  a Wronged One l i k e  unto Thee# Once Thou went 
under th e  ch a in s  and f e t t e r s  and then  Thou went beneath  the swords of 
th e  enem ies. 'C o n tin u a lly  He was th re a te n e d  w ith  th e  d a r ts  and ja v e l in s  
o f  th e  a d v e rs a r ie s .  He c ried .: out 'We have burned away the v e i l  and the  
shroud and a re  enk ind led  w ith  th e  F ir e  of the  lo v e . L ike unto  th e  can d le  
we a re  s e t  aglow and s im ila r  to  th e  Beloved we a re  ever p re s e n t  in  th e  
g a th e r in g s  o f th e  L overs. ' I t  i s  w e ll-n ig h  beyond b e l i e f  th a t  n o tw ith 
s tan d in g  a l l  th ese  dan g ers , th e  B lessed P e r fe c tio n  was p ro te c te d . The 
c o n d itio n  was l ik e  t h a t  o f a d e e r , a lth o u g h  surrounded by a hundred th o u 
sand hounds, a t ta c k in g  i t  from every  s id e ,  y e t i t  i s  p ro te c te d  by a n  i n 
v is ib le  power - — . The g re a te r  th e  Cause th e  more stupendous th e  up
h e a v a ls . The v a s te r  the  ocean, the more tum ultuous i t s  tem p ests . A lak e  
i s  n o t a s  tu rb u le n t  as a sea . The waves the Most G reat Sea, a re  in  im
p e tu o u s , ungovernable. The foams and scums o f  a g re a t  se a  are huge, p ro 
d ig io u s . The re v o lu tio n s , th e  ev e n ts  and happenings th a t  t r a n s p i r e  and th e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  a r i s e  in  a Movement are  lik en ed  in  th e  Koran to  th e  
scums and foams on the su rfa c e  of a ra g in g  se a . I t  i s  s a id :  'When th e  
d i f f e r e n t  stream s o f a t o r r e n t  descend from th e  h e ig h ts  of s e v e ra l  moun- 
t a i n s , becoming a g re a t  volume of r o a r in g ,  b o i l in g ,  tum bling , angry  w a te rs , 
on th e  su rfa c e  of i t  th e re  s h a l l  u n q u es tio n ab ly  ap p ear much d e b r is  and ru b 
b ish ; the foam and scum w i l l  be form ed. The ex ac t t e x t  i s :  'We cause th e  à# 
downpour of the r a in s  from heaven, th u s  c re a t in g  a t o r r e n t .  The to r r e n t  
th u s descending th e  m ountain f i l l s  a l l  th e  hollow  p la c e s  and the  c a v i t i e s  
in  th e  ground. 'The Cause o f God i s  lik en ed  un to  the descen t of th e  r a in  
from heaven, r e v o lu t io n iz in g  the p la c id  c u rre n t; of th e  th o u g h ts  of men.
Then i t  i s  s a id ;  'On the  su r fa c e  o f  th e  to r r e n t  th e re  w i l l  be formed foams 
o f a v an ish in g  q u a l i t y . '  These a re  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  and o b s ta c le s  r i s i n g  
in  a Movement." Again he s a id ;  "These scums are  tem porary and t r a n s i e n t . '  
These even ts a re  ephem eral and do no t l a s t .  That p a r t  of the  t o r r e n t  which 
b e n e f i ts  mankind rem ains a s  residuum  in  th e  e a r th .  That which i s  th e  cause 
o f l i f e  and s a lv a tio n  in  th e  Movement w i l l  la s t .a n d  i s  e t e r n a l  and e s ta b 
l i s h e d .  How in  th i s  age th e  most w eighty Cause i s  the Cause of the  Blessed 
P e r fe c t io n . I t  i s  the  g r e a te s t  D is p e n s â t!on o f  a l l  th e  by-gone ages and 
c y c le s .  I t s  re v o lu tio n s  a re  world sh ak in g ; i t s  o b s ta c le s  are  trem enduous, 
i t s  impediments a re  i n f i n i t e .

"The b e l ie v e rs  of God must d is p e l  th e  d ark n ess  of th e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
w ith  heavenly  p ersp icac lty V an d  superhuman Knowledge. Like unto  th e  L ight 
o f t h i s  lamp they must cause th e  d isap p ea ran ce  of th e  gloom of i r r e s o 
lu t io n  and v a c i l l a t i o n .  They must so lv e  every problem a r i s in g  in  the 
Cause w ith  th e  Power of F a i th ,  th e  Power of A ssurance, the  Power o f T ruth  
and th e  Power o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t ;  so th a t  t h i s  Cause may n o t have ano th er 
se tb a c k . Were i t  not f o r  th e  su c ce ss iv e  v is ib le  and I n v is ib le  a t ta c k s  o f 
the f r ie n d s  and s t r a n g e r s ,  t h i s  Cause would have been e s ta b lis h e d  by t h i s  
tim e in  th e  h e a r ts  of a l l  mankind. A lthough a f t e r  th e  c r u s i f ix io n  o f His
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H o lin ess  C h r is t ,  th e  A p o stle s  wère; shaken, y e t soon th ey  were awakeneâ to  A- 
the r e a l i z a t io n  o f t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and made aware of th e  c h a ra c te r  ^ 
o f t h e i r  p o s i t io n s .  They became firm  and s te a d f a s t  as  th e  ro ck . Then aJt  
they  a ro se  to  illu m in e  th e  lamps o f the  l o s t  Cause and s t r a ig h te n  th e  v*
p ath  of the Kingdom. They fo rg o t ev e ry th in g  and were f i l l e d  w ith  C h r is t .  u> 
They l e f t  behind homes, f a m il ie s ,  r e s t ,  composure, f r i e n d s ,  and t r a v e l le d  w 

i < throughout the world to  spread the G ospel. His H o lin ess  C h r is t  was t h e i r j  
p l i v e š .  They guided mankind t i l l  th e  l a s t  hour o f d ea th  and th e n  they  

' were m artyred in  the Path  of C h r is t .  That is  th e  p rim al rea so n  th a t  
C h r is t ia n i ty  became a  w orld-w ide te ach in g  and is  based upon th e  p reach in g

‘ The work of th ese  e leven  d is c ip le s
was more e f f ic a c io u s  than  the  work o f e lev en  hundred or e leven  thousand 
or eleven hundred thousand . ' O ften one man i s  equal to  a thousand . That 
i s  why th e  Cause o f  God was p ro te c te d  and prom ulgated b ro a d c a s t; th e  
banner of God was u p rá is e d ; thé  D ivine F rag ran ces were d if fu se d  and th e  
Sun of R e a li ty  shone upon a l l  r e g io n s .

"In  a s im ila r  manner a l l  of u s must b an ish  from th e  sp h e re s  of our 
minds a l l  th e  nam es, ment i  o n s , and th o u g h ts  sane Baha. To know and re c 
ognize Baha And h is  commands. This i s  our Heavenly Power! This i s  th e  
C onfirm ation  o f the Kingdom! This i s  the . cause of dur s p i r i t u a l  a t t r a c 
t io n  Í This i s  conducive to  our s y e r la s t in g  g lo ry !  I  d e c la re  by God 
n o th in g  else^and  th e  m otive o f our honor.;in  th i s  w orld . As each one o f 
your p re se n t in  t h i s  m eeting  rë tu p n s  t o  h is  re s p e c tiv e  home, l e t  him 
c a rry  away th e se  words w ith  him and speak about th e  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s ;  
so th a t  a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  w ith  one h e a r t ,  one r e s o lu t io n ,  one s p i r i t u a l i t y  
one a t t r a c t i o n ,  and one s p i r i t  a r i s e  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f the Cause, u n fu r l  
th e  f la g  o f B rotherhood, d i f fu s e  th e  ray s  o f the^ Sun of U n iv e rsa l P eace, 
p la n t  th e  new seeds o f heavenly  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  s c a t t e r  th e  Teachings of th e  
Unity o f R e lig io n s , d is p e l  th e  d ark n ess .:of dogmas, d e c la re  the  G lad-T id ings 
o f  th e  Oneness o f  the w orld o f hum anity and u p l i f t  th e  c h ild re n  o f men 
from th e  depth  of d e s p a ir ,  l e t  th e  watch-word o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  be Love;
Love o f God and Love o f Man.". - r S i ***- j *



, Bahai Best-, Mount Carmel, H a ifa , S y ria , 
March 8 , 1914.

Dear F r ie n d s ; -

I  am n o t a lo v e r  o f  th e  house, bu t I  am a lo v e r  o f  th e  
h o u seh o ld er!"  says an A rabic v e r s e . The B ahais a re  n o t th e  w orshippers 

k of form s, but they  a re  the  a d o re rs  o f  R e a l i ty .  They love th e  Truth no
V m a tte r  from what source i t  a p p e a rs . This morning th e  Beloved was

speaking to  a Bahai Haju who has ju s t  a r r iv e d  from .Damascus. He i s  a 
very  old man w ith a long  w hite  beard and stooped sh o u ld e rs . The Is lam ic  
world g iv es the h ig h e s t  rev e ren ce  to  th e  b la c k  s to n e  in  Mecca, and no 
p e rso n ’s p ilg rim ag e  i s  accep ted  u n le s s  he to u ch es th a t  stone and k is s e s  
i t .  Thus the  M aster in  h is  t a l k  w ith  th e  H aji dw elt .on th e  fo rm ul- 
i s t i c  a sp e c t of t h i s  custom o f  g e n e ra t io n s . ?’The mass of m ankind," he 
s a id ,  "a re  y e t b re a th in g  th e  poisonous a i r  of ; r i tu a l i s m .  They have no t 
e lev a ted  t h e i r  minds to  th e  h ig h e s t  a l t i t u d e  of D ivine W orship. They an 
y e t in cap ab le  o f w orsh ipp ing  God in  S p i r i t  and T ru th . Like c h ild re n  
they  are  in  need o f an o u te r  symbol, l i k e  maimed people they cannot 
walk w ithout c ru tc h e s . They v i s i t '  th e  House of God bu t they , do 'no t 
know about Him. They h ea r th e  Voice of God but they do no t answ er. Such 
people m e rit to  worship th e  s to n e  and n o t th e  Lord of Mankind. To 
admire the vase and n o t in h a le  th e  f ra g ra n c e  o f  the bouquet i s  n o t th e  
q u a l i ty  of the t r u e  w o rsh ip p ers . How, m il l io n s  o f people have fo rg o t
te n  the  bouquet o f flo w ers and have a tta c h ed  t h e i r  h e a r ts  to  the  empty 
v ase . During th e  days o f  Mohammed , people d id  n o t reco g n ize  Him. As 
He passed th rough  th e  s t r e e t s  th ey  th rew  re fu s e  over H is head from th e  
ro o fs  o f th e  h ouses, th ey  lamed Him by c a s t in g  l a r g e ’p ie c e s  of s to n e s  
upon H is f e e t ,  they broke H is t e e th ,  they  chided Him a s  a / lu n a t i c  and 
rebuked Him as an e r r a t i c  man, a d is tu rb e r  o f th e  peace and a c o rru p te r  
o f m orals. But how k in g s and r u l e r s ,  p r in c e s  and ulemas i r i d e  them
se lv e s  a s  being  s p i r i t u a l l y  r e la te d  t o  Him, and they  w orship th e  v ery  
ground which was b le ssed  by H is f e e t .  While th e  in n e r  rea\L ity  was 
p re se n t in  t h e i r  m idst they  ran  away from Him, b u t when on^y an o u t

rer and e k te r io r  was l e f t  th ey  g a th e red  around ; and hastened  toward i t . "

A fte r  t h i s  m eetin g , he c a l le d  'in  o th e r p ilg r im s  and he 
spo£e to  them about o th e r th in g s ,  alw ays jo y - im p a rtin g , always dynam ic, 
a lw a y s i/lh ilia ra tin g , always i n s p i r a t i o n a l .  From Ebne Abhar he in q u ired  
about many te a c h e rs  and h is  two sons chanted p ra y e rs . When they  l e f t ,  
ag a in  I  was fo r tu n a te  to  be a lo n e  w ith  him in  the room. For one hour 
he walked to  and f r o ,  not speaking  a word bu t he was in  deep th o u g h t.
Then he asked the tim e from B asheer, and f in d in g  th a t  i t  was n o o n -® 
r e t i r e d .  The two wide awake sons o f Ebne Abhař c o n tr ib u te d  a  g re a t

•  deal, to  h is  h ap p in ess . They l i v e  w ith  t h e i r  mother and s i s t e r  in  the  
Holy F am ily , and in  the m orning and evening  they  ch an t T a b le ts , p ra y e rs  
and Bahai poems fo r  th e  Beloved. A lthough very  young they  a re  e x ts a -  
o r d in a r i ly  i n t e l l i g e n t  and ,!te a c h ” th e  Cause in  a very  KagdarfaixaB g  
e f f e c t iv e  m anner, ThfiJ M aster a sk s  them many q u e s tio n s  and they  g iv e  
w onderful answ ers. In  the  a f te rn o o n  the . M aster d ic ta te d  many T ab le ts  
fo r  th e  famished O rie n ta l b e l ie y e s s ,  and when th e  evening came th e re  
was no m eeting . J u s t  th e  same, 'th e  b e l ie v e r s  and p ilg r im s  gathered  
in  th e  room, speak ing  and read in g  th e  Words, and when th e  tim e came 
in  th e  charming m oon-ligh t n ig h t we ascended the  M ountain, w hile s in g 
in g  songs o f : g lad n ess  and jo y o u sn ess . Again my old and t r i e d  f r ie n d  
M irza A ll Akbar, walked b e s id e  me, r e l a t i n g  th e  s to ry  o f h is  fo u r  months 
o f work and te a c h in g  out in  th e  f i e l d ••



Mar. 8 , *14. 2.

The b e s t  way to  b rin g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  a c lo s e  i s  w ith  th e  l i f e  
g iv in g  words o f th e  M aster. To the German b e l ie v e r s  he w rites:-^

”0 ye f r ie n d s  of God and the  m a id -se rv an ts  of th e  M e rc ifu iJ 
"Your l e t t e r  was re c e iv e d . I t s  words and s ig n i f ic a n c e s  im plied  

a s u s c e p t ib i l i t y  of co n sc io u sn ess . P ra is e  be to  God th a t  th e  heavenly  
b en e d ic tio n  h a th  descended upon th a t  country} the  en’s ig h  of T ruth  i s  
u p ra is e d , ;the c louds o f s u p e r s t i t io n s  a re  being  s c a t te re d  and i t  i s  th e  
beg inn ing  o f th e  dawn o f  the  D iv ine Morn from th e  H orizon of S ig n if 
ic a n c e s . I  tu rn  my face  toward th e  Id e a l  Heaven and in  a s u p p lic a t in g  
and im p lo ring  manner beg from the lo rd  o f H osts to  illu m in e  always th e  
tr a n s p a re n t  h e a r t s  o f th o se  f r ie n d s  w ith  th e  e ffu lg en c e  o f th e  Sun o f 
R e a li ty  and to  perfume th e  n o s t r i l s  o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  w ith  th e  musk- 
d i f fu s in g  f ra g ra n ce  J May th e  h e a r ts  be more en lig h ten ed  day by day, 
and the s p i r i t s  be more a t t r a c t e d Î

0 I

"Upon ye be Baha E l ilbhal

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

To an o th e r b e l i e v e r , abou t th e  im portance o f th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
Panama E x p o sitio n  in  San F ra n c isc o , he w r i t e s : -  !

”0 th o u  h e ra ld  o f th e  Kingdom of God.
" I t  i s  th e  e a r ly  morn, and you, your beloved daugh ter and 

Mrs. -  -  came to  my mind. Im m ediately I  occupied m yse lf In  w ri tin g  th ee  
t h i s  e p i s t l e .  T ruly I  say , you a te  th e  cause of th e  happ iness of the 
h e a r t s ;  and always th in k in g  to  sèhve th e  Kingdom of God.

"The b e l ie v e r s  of God must from t h i s  d a te  th in k  about the 
I n te r n a t io n a l  Panama E x p o s itio n , so t h a t  du ring  the  E x p o sitio n  they  may 
a rran g e  m eetin g s, d e l iv e r  e lo q u en t speeches and announce the Glad- 
T id ings of the Kingdom o f God, s t a t i n g  in  t h e i r  ta lk s  th a t  the Sun o f 
R e a li ty  h a th  dawned from th e  h o r iz o n ,o f  P e r s ia  and flooded  the  reg io n s  
w ith  i t s  g lo r io u s  l i g h t s .  Then m ention th o se  p r in c ip le s  which I  have 
d ec la red  in  m eetings and assem blages. For everyone goes th e re  e i th e r  
in  th e  hope o f amusement o r . r e c r e a t io n , b u t you, hho a re  b e l ie v e r s  of 
God, e n te r  ye the E x p o sitio n  w ith  th e  hope of summoning th e  people to  
the D iv ine Kingdom and o b ta in in g  th e  B rea th s o f the  Holy S p i r i t .  I f  
from o th e r  c i t i e s  o f  America some o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f God come to  C a l i f 
o rn ia  to  co -o p e ra te  w ith  you in  th e  d if fu s io n  o f  th e  F rag ran ces  of God, 
t h i s  i s  a lso  p e rm itted  and a c c e p ta b l e . '-  -  - "

' . i

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N est, Mount Carmel, H aifa , Syria*,
March 9 , 1914.

Dear F rie n d s : -

An American m in is te r  by th e  name o f Mr. B riggs c a lle d  on 
the Beloved th is ,  m orning. He was accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. H olbach,
They met h i^ la s f e r î i )  the s u b je c t  o f  th e  Bahai R e v e la tio n , and Mr. B rig g s , 
hav ing  heard  som ething abou t the  Movement in  the  U nited S ta te s ,  expressed 
th e  w ish to  meet th e  M aster. For the l a s t  n in e  months he has been t r a 
v e l l in g  th r o ' H onolulu, Japan , China, In d ia  and now he is  here to see 
what he can o f the Holy Land. He i s  m ainly . in te r e s te d  in  the study 
of the work and methods o f th e  American M iss io n a rie s  in  fo re ig n  la n d s .

When he en te red  th e  room, th e  M aster a ro se  from h is  s e a t  
and welcomed him. A fte r  th e  exchange o f th e  p re lim in a ry  c o u r te s ie s ,  
the Beloved asked: "Are you f u l ly  inform ed ; of th e  te ach in g s  o f  Baha’-  
o 'l la h ? "  " I  have read  a few ad d resses  given by you in th e  churches and 
m eetings of A m erica," he answ ered.

"The human p r in c ip le s  of B ah a 'o ’ l l a h  have en lig h ten ed  th e  
E a s t. They have la id  w aste th e  fo u n d a tio n  of p re ju d ic e s .  The s t r u c tu r e  
o f creeds and dogmas i s  destroyed  and the prim al o b je c t of the r e l ig i  ons 
i s  re v e a le d . He has proclaim ed the oneness of th e  world o f  hum anity.
The u ltim a te  o b je c t of a l l  r e l ig io n s  i s  One. Dogmas have bred d i f f e r e n 
c e s . A ll the r e l i g i o n i s t s  occ-cur to g e th e r  th a t  th e re  must of n e c e s s i ty  
be an in te rm id ia ry  between God and man. One community c la im s th a t  in 
te rm ed iary  to  be Moses; an o th er c r ie s  o u t: 'No l Noí You a re  a l l  wrong.
The Divine In te rm id ia ry  i s  Jesus C h r is t i"  and the  fo llo w ers  o f  Islam  
aver most em p h a tica lly  th a t  th e  channel was Mohammed. S trange to  no te  
th a t  none o f th e se  s o -c a l le d  devout champions have seen t h e i r  P ro p h e ts , 
and would n o t recogni zed them i f  they appeared today b e fo re  th e ir^ y e s .
Thus you observe c le a r ly  th a t  a l l  d is s e n tio n s  and q u a r r ie s  a re  over th e  
name and no t the R e a l i ty .  F ig h tin g  over the supposed s u p e r io r i ty  of one 
name over ano th er has re ta rd e d  the  p ro g re ss  of the world and led  to  
bloodshed and ra p in e . (Here th e  M aster to ld  him the s to ry  of the  five* 
men who were of a* many n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and s t r a n g e rs  to  each  o th e r s 1 
tongue. With a p iece  o f co in  which belong to  a l l ,  each one d e s ire d  to  
buy g rapes bu t could n o t u n d erstan d  th a t  h is  b ro th e r  wanted th e  same 
th in g . M isunderstanding  each  o thers*  m o tiv e , they  d is a g re e d , but whe*^ 
a  tr a y  o f  g rapes was b ro u g h t in ,  by one who understood  t h e i r  lan g u ag es , 
they saw they  a l l  wanted th e  same th in g .  Aš long  a s  they  were h o ld in g  
to  the names, they  ag reed . Now as long  as th e  dev o tees o f  th e  r e l ig io n s  
a re  d isa g re e in g  amongst th em se lv es , th e re  i s  no Unity and Peace i s  a b s e n t; 
bu t when they  s t a r t  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  R e a li ty  back  o f th e se  names, th e  
u lt im a te  T ru th  w il l  be rev ea led  to  them ".

"How long  w i l l  i t  take b e fo re  th e  r e l i g i o n i s t s  come to  
b e lie v e  t h i s  and a t t a i n  to  t h i s  lo f ty  summit o f f a i th ? "  Mr. B riggs asked .

-^"God w i l l in g ,  in  th is  Tw entieth C en tury . The ra y s o f
th e  Sun o f R e a li ty  w i l l  d is p e l  th e se  c lo u d s , and a l l  th in g s  w i l l  be seen
in  the l i g h t  o f th e  U n iv ersa l C onsciousness, Thou h a s t  been in  Asia
and h a s t  observed w ith  th in e  own eyes ihe  e v i l  in f lu e n c e  of p re ju d ic e s
and r e l ig io n s  fa n a tic is m . The Bahai Movemtn is  th e  n u c leu s  o f th e  b ro th e r -  
• hood o f man, and i s  grow ing day by day in  beau ty  and s t a tu r e .  A lready

in  P e r s ia  th e  ad h e re n ts  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io n s ,  inbued w ith  th e  Bahai



P r in c ip le s ,  a s s o c ia te  w ith  each, o th e r  in  one m eeting  w ith  th e ,u tm o s t joy 
and f r a g ra n c e .”

"Which one of th e  g r e a t  r e l ig io n s  of th e  world i s  n e a re r  to  
t h i s  id e a l? ' . .

"There a re  p repared  so u ls  in  every r e l i g i o n .  Today God i s  
working in  «11 r e l i g i o n s ,  in s t r u c t in g  a number of so u ls  in  the. sch o o l 
o f  C e le s t ia l  B rotherhood « These so u ls  a re  : r e la te d  to g e th e r  by th e  
in v is ib le  t i e  o f  the  S p i r i t ?  Through th e  in s t r u c t io n  o f t i e  Holy 
S p i r i t  they  a re  r ip e n e d . While I  t r a v e l le d  in  America I  met many i l 
lum inated Jews who a re  aware o f  the  M y steries  of th e  Kingdom. -  -  -  -»

"flhich and where i s  th e  Cause th a t  s h a l l  b r in g  the f i n a l  
u n ity  of humankind?"

"The Cause t h a t  w i l l  rend or such a s e rv ic e  i s  th e  re c o g n itio n  
of th e  common s p i r i t u a l  b a s is  o f a l l  the  r e l ig io n s ;  i t  w il l  be a syn
th e t ic  Cause -  the  com binat ion of th e  m oral end s p i r i t u a l  laws of a l l  
the r e l ig io n s  in to  a Whole th rough  th e  power o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t . "

Before Mr. B rig g s ’ a r r i v a l ,  the M aster rece iv ed  a l l  the  
p ilg rim s and w hile he was re a d in g  and s in g in g  th e  T ab le ts  he spoke 
to  them, in te r p r e t in g  c e r t a in  v e rse s  in  th e  Koran and cau sin g  them 
to  laugh h e a r t i l y  by t e l l i n g  in  an  ' o ff-hand  manner a number o f  finny  
s to r i e s ,  always w ith  a v e ile d  or p la in  m oral to  each ,

In  th e  even ing , Mohammed Taki Esphahani and D octor S aleh  
a rr iv e d  from E gypt, and th e  M aster welcomes them by k is s in g  t h e i r  
fa c e s  w ith  an e f fu s io n  of s p i r i t u a l  lo v e . At f i r s t  he spoke abou t 
th e  death  of M irza Adul E az l, and how deeply  the news a f fe c te d  him, 
and how M irza ever l iv e d  ih  accord w ith  th e  Teachings o f  Baha1o 1l l a h  
Then when a l l  the  b e l ie v e r s  came in to  the room he p ra ise d  very  h ig h ly  
Mohammed Taki Esphahani fo r  h i s  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  Cause, sa y in g : "He
has served us most f a i t h f u l l y ;  he has served a l l  th e  f r ie n d s .  His 
aim and c e n tr a l  thought has been to  win the  g o o d -p leasu re  o f th e  B les
sed P e r fe c tio n . Whenever I th in k * o f  him, my h e a r t  becomes happy.
His face  i s  r a d ia n t  in  th e  Kingdom of Go^as w e ll a s  in  th e  c ongregation  
o f the e l e c t . "  Then he became g e n e ra l, "The good deeds o f  man a re  
l ik e  un to  the  sweet f ra g ra n c e s  emanated from  the musk. They perfume 
th e  n o s t r i l s  of everyone, more e s p e c ia l ly  the d o er. As h is  deeds 
have been performed w ith  no re fe re n c e  to th e  app lause  and commendation 

of men, he enjoys them more than  anyone e l s e .  But when th e  deeds ofm 
men a re  n o t in  accord w ith  th e  good p le a su re  of God, whenever fe he 
th in k s  of them h is  h e a r t  becomes sad and h i s  h e a r t  b e a ts  f a s t e r .  —
From th is  s ta n d p o in t P a ra d ise  i s  th e  G ood-pleasure o f  th e  Lord : h e l l  
i s  i t s  absence. 'The m o st\b u rn in g  f i r e  i s  th e  very d iso b ed ien ce  to  
the Command o f God. For exam ple, one o f th e  g r e a te s t  m oral crim es 
i s  m urder. How murder i t s e l f  i s  He 11 and burn ing  f i r e  and a pun ish 
m ent. The j a i l ,  the  rem orse ’and the p e n a lty  o f  th e  law a re  only 

the  comcomitant r e s u l t s  o f  m urder. S im ila r ly  in  a case of robbery  
or i n ju s t i c e ,  r- -  -  "Toward th e  end of h i s  t a l k ,  he i l l u s t r a t e d 'j h i s  

■ p o in ts  by two s to r i e s ,  showing how the l iv e s  o f .two men were e n t i r e 
ly  transform ed through  the  Power of the Love of God. "The g r e a te s t  
reward fo r  a man A s to  see h is  11 fe  w e ll sp en t and u s e f u l .  The r e 

ward o f  the lamp i s  i t s  own i l lu m in a t io n .  I t  d oes no t r » |±  re q u ire  
any o th e r  com pensation. Good deeds a re  THEIR own REWARDSJ " he sčádx 
s a id . FReely we have rece j ved, f r e e ly  wemust g iv e . In  t h i s  manner 
we : w ill  wi»L th e  good p le a su re  of th e  L ord . .

- : v " , , ' Ahmad Sohrab.



F R O M  M I  R Z A A H M A D  S O H R A B

Bahai B e s t, Mount C am el,
March 10, 1914.

Dear F r ie n d s :-
"The w ild e rn e ss  and the s o l i t a r y  p la c e s  s h a l l  be g lad  fo r  

them; and the  d e s e r t  s h a l l  r e jo ic e  and blossom  a s  th e  ro s e . I t  
s h a l l  blossom  a b u n d a n tly ;‘and r e jo ic e  even w ith  jo y  and s in g in g ; 
th e  g lo ry  o f Lebanon s h a l l  be g iven  unto  i t ,  th e  ex ce llen cy  o f 
Carm el, and Sharon, th e y  s h a l l  see th e  g lo ry  o f th e .L o rd  and the 
ex ce llen cy  of .our God," ”Is,â. 55 :12 .

"Thine head upon th ee  is  l i k e  C am el, and th e  h a i r  of 
th in e  head l ik e  p u rp le ,"  So lo . Song, 7 :5 .

In th e se  p o e tic  words and ex p ress io n s  th e  B ib le  e x to ls  
the  Mount o f God. I  have ’b ee n , l iv in g  o n - i t s  g reen ,' b e a u t i f u l  slope 
fo r  th e  l a s t  th re e .. months, arid have . r e a l iz e d  th e  fu lf i lm e n t of 
th e se  p re d ic t io n s  w ith  ray own eyes. I t . i s  a m a tte r  of h i s t o r i c a l  
in t e r e s t  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  the  above v e rse s  o f I s a ia h  th a t  Mount 
Carmel, nowadays remains, g reen  th roughout th e  whole y e a r , a very  un
u su a l phenomenon in  P a le s t in e .  I t s  f lo w ers  a t  t h i s  time, of th e  
y e a r, and l a t e r  th roughout th e  sp r in g , a re  so. v a r ie d  and so charm
ing th a t  they  b a f f le  d e sc r ip tio n ., I t  i s  : indeed r ic h  in v e g e ta t io n , 
oaks, w ild  alm onds, p ea r t r e e s ,  f ig s  and p in e s . Mount Carmel has 
been reg ard ed  from th e  e a r l i e s t  p e r io d  as the  Mount of God, and the  
m irac le  of E l i j a h  (1 K ings, x v i i )  has in v e s ted  i t  w ith  s p e c ia l  
s a n c t i ty  fo r  bo th  Jews and. C h r is t ia n s .  With th e  dawn of th e  Sun of 
R e a li ty  from th e  h o rizo n  of t h i s  m ountain , God has made i t  an ob
j e c t  of u n iv e r s a l  v e n e ra tio n . The eyes of mankind have seen in 
th e se  l a t t e r  tim es how th e  "Glory o f  th e  Lord" (Baha*o’l l a h )  and 
th e  E xcellency  o f our God" became m a n ife s t on th i s  holy  s p o t .  We 
know th a t  Baha’o ’l l a h  was b an ished  to  t h i s  p a r t  of P a le s t in e  w ith a 
la rg e  number of h i s  fo llo w er 's , about seventy-tw o men, women and 
c h ild re n ,, and th a t  i s  why we read , in  th e  prophecy , " th e  w ild e rn e ss  
and th e  s o l i t a r y  p la ce  s h a l l  be g lad  fo r  them ." Indeed, s in ce  the 
a r r iv a l  of th e  "Glory of the  Lord" th e  whole co u n try  has blossomed 
as a ro s e . Often I  have numbered w ith in  th e  l im i t  o f a few hundred 
yards as many k inds of w ild  flow ers as  f i f t e e n ,  showing in an un
m is tak ab le  manner th e  r e a l i s a t io n  of th e  p ro p h e tic  -words, " I t  s h a l l  ‘ 
blossom  ab u n d an tly ,"  M oreover, out o f th i s  m ountain has gone fo r th  
the  law fo r  the  unity , of n a tio n s  and r e l ig io n s ,  and i t  is  concern 
ing th i s  p lace  th a t  th e  p rophet f o re s e e s ,  "and. happy people s h a l l  
go and say , Come ye and l e t  us go to  th e  m ountain of th e  Lord. - *** 
And he w i l l  te ach  us of h is  ways, and we \? i l l  go in  h is  p a th s ,"  I s  
i t  no t t r u e ,  in  a,' l i t e r a l  sense even, th a t  p ilg r im s  from a l l  p a r ts  
of the  world -  P ersia ., Turkey, A rab ia , In d ia , R ussia , Egypt, Europe 
and America - a re  coming to  .Mount Carmel ! to le a rn  the way of the  
Lord and walk in  h i s  path? How w onderful i t  is  th a t  we see w ith 
our own eyes th,e fu lf i lm e n t of th e se  m y s te r ie s  of th e  kingdom of 
God, Thus i t  .is p la in . to  d isc e rn  th a t  the  ground of t h i s  mountain 
is  hallow ed no t only by, th e  f e e t  of th e  old. p ro p h e ts  b u t by th e  
m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  .God h im se lf  and th e  C enter o f  th e  Covenant, Abdul 
Baha, Opr p r iv i le g e  i s  g r e a t . , . and bur r e jo ic in g  must be co rresp o n d 
in g ly  g r e a t ,  f o r  we a re  l iv in g  in th e  day of th e  Lord, in the  cy c le  
o f l i g h t s ,  each day of which is  equal to  a thousand y e a rs . I t  is  
im possib le  to  r e a l iz e  th e  grandeur and s p i r i t u a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  of



th e se  p e e r l e s s  days .  God I s  e s tab l i sh in g :  in the  h e a r t s  of  men h i s  
kingdom of  peace and good w i l l»  Blessed  à re  those who have taken 
p a r t  in t h i s  g lo r io u s  work. They a re  the sons and j o i n t  h e i r s  of 
the  kingdom of  God. I f  we thank him a hundred thousand t imes every 
moment we have not  expressed  in an adequate  manner our a p p r e c i a t i o n .  
A ll  t h a t  we can. do i s  to lab o r  with  h e a r t  and soul  and t o  usher  in 
the dawn of  the  bro therhood of  man and. th e  fa therhood  of God and 
the fe l lo w sh ip  of the  Holy S p i r i t .  The world i s  dark  and i t  i s  in 
need of t h i s  l i g h t .  I t  i s -d ea d ;  i t  r e q u i r e s  t h i s  s p i r i t .  I t  1 3  
deaf ,  b l i n d  and mute; i t  longs  f o r  the  senses of  h ea r in g ,  see ing  
and the  power of speech. I t  c a l l s  to  t h e 1 fo l low ers  of Baha to 
p i t c h  in and work.

This was a l o v e ly  day, f u l l  of beauty  and innocent 
l a u g h te r ,  calm and sweet,  the  Master now walking in th e  garden,  no7/ 
c a l l i n g  on the  s t r a n g e r s ,  and now speaking with the f r i e n d s  of Hod. 
A day of happ iness  and s a t i s f y i n g  q u ie tn e s s ,  l i k e  a smooth r i v e r ,  
r o l l i n g  along green p a s tu r e s ,  or l i k e  unto a r e s t f u l  a f te rnoon  in 
summer, when th e  g e n t l e ,  coo l ing  b reezes  a re  not hushed but wafting 
tiirough the  branches  o f  tire t r e e s ,  the e f f e c t  of the whole atmos» 
phere  l u l l i n g  one in to  repose and in e f f a b l e  ea se .

When I s tood in h i s  p resence  t h i s  morning he looked vieil 
and happy. The photograph of Hull  A l i  Akb.ar ( a wonderful Bahai 
te ach e r  who has now passed  in to  the o th e r  world - an old man w ith  a 
long b e a rd ) ,  w i th  cha in  around h i s  neck and shack les  on h i s  f e e t ,  
s tood on the  l i b r a r y  t a b l e .  In h i s  walking ha s tood before  i t  and 
gazed a t  i t  t e n d e r ly .  Then he took i t  in h i s  hands and k is sed  i t  
man y t  ime 0  and sa id  :

"Look a t  him I Although ho i s  f e t t e r e d ,  he s i t s  on the 
c h a i r  l i k e  a k ing  in h i s  audience chamber,: commanding, assu red  ami 
c o n f id e n t .  The g lo ry  of a l l  the  kings s h a l l  pass  away, bu t  the 
so v e re ig n ty  of  t h i s  man w i l l  l a s t  throughout a l l  c e n tu r i e s  and cy
c l e s .  How f e a r l e s s  and courageous he i s  s i t t i n g .  This is  through 
the  bestowal of the B lessed  P e r f e c t io n .  The b e l i e v e r s  of P e r s i a  
have so s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  in the  path', of Abha Í This chain i s  
g r e a t e r  than the  crowns ol' th e  emperors o f . the e a r t h . This Mull a  
A l i  Akbar endured imprisonment s e v e ra l  t imes in h i s  l i f e .  Before 
h i s  accep tance  o f  t h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  he was a g re a t  Mohammedan mullah, 
and he gave up eve ry th ing  f o r  the  sake ol' the  Cause. Whenever the 
government,  i n s t i g a t e d  by the c l e r i c a l  order ,  s t a r t e d  to a r r e s t  the 
Bahais ,  and ho would hea r  about i t ,  he would take h i s  coa t  and go 
s t r a i g h t  to the j a i l ,  t e l l i n g  the  p r i s o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  he had 
come to share  the f a t e  of h i s  b r o t h e r s .  Tie was the f a t h e r - i n - l a w  
of  I'fibns Abhar, who is  now v i s i t i n g  us, and,whose two sons a re  the 
cause of the  happiness  of my h e a r t . "

To a young b e l i e v e r  who l i v e s  i n 'H a i f a  he s a id :
"Masha -  a l l  ah ! Thou lias t grown ivory much. T e l l  me, 

h a s t  thou grown only in body, or a l s o  in mind? Art thou one of 
those who seem to  have a g re a t  body, but  a small mind? There a re  
some people who grow only .on the p h y s ic a l  p lane ,  l i k e  camels and 
donkeys, but  th e re  a re  o th e r s  who grow in the s t r e n g t h  of body and 
the g race  of  mind. I hope thou a r t  one of the  l a t t e r . "

To an o th e r  he said*.
"Were i t  not  fo r  the  fav o rs  of the Blessed  P e r f e c t io n ,  no 

one would have given us any importance. There a re  some people who



become proud and haughty and f o r g e t  t h i s  f a c t .  In t h e i r  u t t e r  
b l in d n e s s  th ey  c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  to  be somebody, th en  they  f a l l  
from t h e i r  h ig h  p e d e s t a l ,  and g r e a t  i s  the  n o i s e  t h e r e o f !  Meekness 
and h u m i l i t y  are  th e  h a llm ark s o f  f a i t h .  As soon a s  a b e l i e v e r  
f e e l s  h im s e l f  the  l e a s t  b i t  su p e r io r  to  o th e rs  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  d e c l in e  has commenced, a l l  unaware t o  h i m s e l f .  There are  
no o f f i c e s  in  t h i s  C a u s e .  I  do not and have not 'a p p o in te d 1 any one 
to perform any s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  but I encourage every  one t o  en 
gage in  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  the kingdom. The fo u n d a tio n  o f  t h i s  Cause 
i s  p u r e , , s p i r i t u a l  democracy and not a th e o c r a c y .  The d i f f e r e n c e  
between me and o th e r s  i s  t h i s :  I c o n f e s s  and acknowledge my own in 
a b i l i t y ,  v/eakness and h u m i l i t y ,  and know th a t  a l l  th e s e  outward 
c o n f ir m a t io n s  are  the fa v o r s  o f  the  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n ,  but th ere  
are some p eop le  who th in k ,  and l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  come to  b e l i e v e ,  
th a t  a l l  th e se  s p i r i t u a l  s u c c e s s e s  are through and by them."

In the a f te r n o o n  he d i c t a t e d  about ten t a b l e t s  fo r  the  
American b e l i e v e r s .  Then he ta lk ed  abolit the l i f e  o f  the  B le s se d  
P e r f e c t io n  in Bagdad, and r e la t e d  a s to r y  in c o n n e c tio n  w ith  i t .

In th e  even ing he spoke b r i e f l y  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the  
oneness o f the world o f  hum anity, showing c l e a r l y  th a t  th ere  are no 
s tr a n g e r s ;  a l l  are the  c h i ld r e n  o f one F ather; th ere  are no enemies 
a l l  are f r i e n d s ;  th ere  are  no  sa ta n s;  a l l  are a n g e l s .  The m is s io n  
o f  the '.Bahais i s  to  in c u lc a t e  t h i s  l e s s o n  in the' l i v e s  of a l l  the 
ch i l  dr-en.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai B e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a ifa ,  S y r i a . ,
Maroh IS), 1914 ,

Dear f r i e n d s : -

A number o f  prominent Sheikhs from Damascus arr ived  
to d ay . They made t h i s  t r i p  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  meet the M aster, and t a l k  
on r e l i g i o n  and t h e o lo g y ,  For n e a r ly  th r e e  hours they  were in  H is  
P resen ce , a sk in g  an i n f i n i t e  number o f  q u es t io n s!  and r e c e iv in g  answers  
which s a t i s f i e d  t h e i r  m inds. T o f t e n  wonder a t  the m a rv e llo u s  p a t ie n c e  
o f  the M aster] I t  seems to  me th e s e  t h e o l o g ia n s : o f  Islam  spend a l l  
t h e i r  p r e c io u s  tim e on th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e s e  f u t i l e ,  un prod u ctive  
q u e s t io n s  o f  m etap h ys ics  and ultra-m undane problem s. Their  b ra in  
power does n ot work a lo n g  th o se  l i n e s  which opuld accru e  b e n e f i t  to  
the world o f  hum anity. While Western p eop le  in v è n t ,  the  P a ster n  n a t io n s  
p h i lo s o p h iz e ]

In th e  a f te r n o o n  a l l  th e  p i lg r im s  and r e s id e n t  Bahais  
o f  H aifa  gathered  in  the  -garden o f  th e  B e loved , and a photograph was 
taken  on the  s t e p s  o f  the  Holy Home, w h ile  he stood in  f r o n t .  This  
makes the fo u r th  photograph th a t  the  O r ien ta l  b e l i e v e r s  have taken  in  
the P resence  o f  t h e i r  l o r d .  How happy they  are when they  r e a l i z e  th a t  
they  are thus p r iv i l e g e d  to  be photographed with, the  Beloved o f  t h e i r  
h e a r ts ]  Ebme Abhar, Sheikh Mohammed A l i , B. A. V a k il ,  Sayad M ostafa ,  
Mirza . i l i  Akbar H afsanjan y , Mirza A l i  Akbar o f  R u ss ia ,  and o th er  pro
minent te a c h e r s  o f  the Cause were p r e s e n t .  A fte r  the  photograph was 
ta k en , the Master took a d r iv e  in  a c a r r ia g e  and:returned a f t e r  an 
hour,

, In  th e  a f te r n o o n  a number o f  Arabs c a l l e d  on him.
In the course  o f  h i s  c o n v e r s a t io n  on s p i r i t u a l  h a p p in ess  and the Glad- 
T id in gs o f  the  Kingdom, he sa id :  ’’While I was l i v i n g  in  Bagdad, one
day I was w alk ing b e s id e  th e  r iv e r  E u p h rates . Being F r id a y , many peo
p le  had come fo r  r e c r e a t ip n .  Suddenly my a t t e n t io n  was a t t r a c t e d  by 
a w ild -e y ed  g i r l  who was running f a s t  toward t h e : r i v e r ,  pursued by a 
very la r g e  number o f  men and women. Without one.m om ent's h e s i t a t i o n ,  
she threw h e r s e l f  in t o  the  r i v e r  and. walked on and on u n t i l  the water  
reached her neck , and then  sh e  stopped and turned her fa c e  toward the  
d i s t r e s s e d  crowd. They feared  i f  th e y  fo l lo w e d  her  one more s t e p  she  
might drown h e r s e l f .  A man from amongst the  crown whose fa ce  was a 
p ic t u r e  o f  agony, and who could be no o th er  than ; her f a t h e r ,  c r ied  out 
to  her; "Ohi My d a r l in g ]  Oh my B eloved] Why, why d o st  thou drown 
t h y s e l f  a t  the  prime o f  thy  age?" 'My h e a r t  i s  hot s a t i s f i e d  w ith  
t h i s  l i f e .  J-t i s  f i l l e d  w ith  sorrow . I w ish to  l i v e  no lo n g e r ]  
she answered, The f a t h e r ,  th in k in g  he cou ld  w in .h e r  w ith  f a i r  pro
m is e s ,  sa id :  ’ Gome thou back, 0 app le  o f  my e y e s ]  I w i l l  prepare
f. r  thee  whatever thou a e s l r e s t .  I vň 11 b u ild  f o r  th e e  a f a i r  house  
and f i l l  i t  w ith  rare  t r e a s u r e r s ]  ' I ,  w ish  none ; o f  thy h o u ses;  t e l l  
me som ething th a t  w i l l  g ladden my h e a r t ]  she answered. ' I  w i l l  buy 
for  th e e  a l l  th e  jew e ls  th a t  thou c r a v e s t i  'What can je w e ls  do for  
me? I lo n g  for  som ething to  r e k in d le  ih ÿ e fa ith  o f  my fa i th . '  ' I  w i l l  
ou ild  thee  th e  most en ch an tin g  gard en s, w herein  thou mayst walk a t  
th in e  own good p le a su r e ]  ' I  am se e k in g  a f t e r  th e  Garden o f  A l la h .
Hast thou a c lu e  t o  i t ? '  ' I  w i l l  ta k e  th ee  to  f o r e ig n  la n d s ,  and as  
fa r  a s  Europe, and thou w i l t  s e e  many w onderfu l s i g h t s . '  'C anst thou  
not lea d , mp Jbo the  wonderland o f  s p i r i t ,  where I may enjoy  the heaven ly  
husband’̂ '1''^thlr f a th e r  c r ie d  out in  d e s p e r a t io n ,  not u n d erstan d in g  her 
lan gu age . ’BO] Bo] Ho] th e  g i r l  answered back . 'My h e a r t  i s  not a t 
tr a c te d  by any one o f  thy f a i r  p rom ises .  Affcèr a few years  they  a l l  
v i l l  o e r i s h .  Bow I know t h a t  none o f  you can supp ly  my n eed . My h ea r t
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lo n g s  for  t h a t  Thing, the nature  o f  w h ich  i s  u n ch an geab le , but you are  
o f f e r in g  me t h in g s  which are  n o t  only  p e r is h a b le  but would in c r e a s e  
my h e e d l e s s n e s s i ' While the  p eop le  looked a t  each o th er  m th  aston ish m en t  
and t r ie d  to  i n t e r p r e t  her  words, she got fu r th e r  in  th e  r i v e r ,  and l o i  
she was seen no morel How i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  had they been ab le  to  g iv e .-  
her th e  G lad -T id ings o f  th e  Kingdom, she would n o t  have drowned h e r s e l i .  
Thus every soul;: must s t r i v e  to  impart th a t  joy and a h p p in ess  to  mankind, 
th e  nature  o f  which i s  permanent.

The other  day, Bahram, the c a r e ta k e r  o f  the house of B a h a 'o ' l la h  
in  Acea, and h i s  w i f e  and dau gh ter , s t a r t e d  fo r  Teheran v ia  Aleppo and 
Bagdad. H is son F arib orz  i s  l i v i n g  th e r e  and they  a re  go in g  to  be w ith  
h i  ..

Today th r e e  p i lg r im s  r e c e iv e d  p e r m iss io n  to  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  r e s 
p e c t iv e  homes: H eyreez , S h iraz  and Bombay? In  h i s  f a r e w e l l  the  Master
sa id :  "P raise  be t o  Godthat ye have a t t a in e d  t o  the o b je c t  o f  your h e a r t s .
For many days you v i s i t e d  th e  Tomb o f  th e  Bab.and prayed a t  the  Threshold  
o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h .  With the  utm ost s p i r i t u a l i t y  and a t t r a c t i o n  you a s s o c i 
ated w ith  me, and r e p e a te d ly  l i s t e n e d  to  D iv in e  e x h o r ta t io n s  and a d v i c e s .
I hope when you r e tu rn  each  one o f  you w i l l  become a d iv in e  banner and a 
sh in in g  lamp, t h a t  you may b rea th e  in t o  the  dead body o f  the w o r ld s  a 
new s p i r i t ,  become the  means o f  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  the Cause o f  God, and he 
as  pure ch an n els  fo r  the  prom otion o f  t h e  Word o f  God. May you bestow  
heaven ly  s p i r i t u a l i t y  upon the s o u l s ,  &nd cause  the appearance o f  th e  h id 
den v i r t u e s  o f  a t t r a c t io n  and se v e r a n c e !  May i t  become m a n ife s t  and e v i 
dent in  your f a c e s  th a t  you are r e tu r n in g 'w ith ,  a new power and en th u siasm .  
May you become the  means o f  the  awakening and en ligh ten m en t o f  o th e r s !
I w i l l  a lw ays remember you, and pray fo r  a l l  t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  Convey to  
them m yllove  and g r e e t i n g ,  and say to them. "I have done a l l  th a t  I must 
do. How i t  i s  your tu r n .  You MUST WORK in  the, Vineyard o f  th e  Lord.!
One by one he embraced them and k is s e d  them. They were weeping hard, e s 
p e c i a l l y  our Z o roastr ian  b e l i e v e r ,  Rostam Ir a n .  These P er s ia n  b e l i e v e r s !  
What can I t e l l  you about them! F a ith  th ey  have l i k e  f i r e ;  c o n v ic t io n  
they have l i k e  th e  Rock o f  Ages!

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N est, Mount Carmel, Mar. 11, 1914,

Dear F r ie n d s : -
A book under the  name o f "Almanach of C onfëssions of F a i th s " ,  pub

lis h e d  in  Lugan by Maison d 'e d t io n  du Coenobium in  th e  c u r re n t  y e a r, 
co n ta in s  b es id e  many o th e rs  the  co n fess io n  o f F a ith  by P ro f . T. K.
Cheyne of Oxford, Eng. As he i s  a lre ad y  known to  th e  Bahai w orld , a 
few t r a n s la te d  e x t r a c ts  from h is  C onfession may be of i n t e r e s t  to  
our f r ie n d s .  He says: "R e lig io n  always occupies my th o u g h ts , but
alm ost never do I  find  i t  n e c e ssa ry  to  observe;fo rm s and cerem onies.
How th a t  I  am o ld , I  am le s s  in c lin e d  than  ev e r to  Form. I  am impa
t i e n t l y  d es iro u s  of th e  epoch in  which a l l  r e l ig io u s  s o u ls  w i l l  be 
conscious of t h e i r  u n ity  r a th e r  than  have a dogmatic b a s is  fo r  t h e i r  
common s p i r i t u a l  ex p erien ce . I  d is t in g u is h  between R e lig io n  and r e l 
ig io n s . These l a s t  a re  in  good p a r t  form al and co n v e n tio n a l, w hile  
th e  f i r s t  i s  th e  experience  of th e  id e a l R e a li ty  and i s  th e re fo r e  
moral and s p i r i t u a l . '  Be i t  f a r  from you to  understand  th a t  I  deny 
the r e l ig io n s  a g r e a te r  or l e s s  p o r tio n  of the s p i r i t  of t r u e  R el
ig io n , fo r  i t  i s  p r e c is e ly  fo r  th e  a b so rp tio n  of t h i s  elem ent th a t  
they  have continued to  l iv e  up to  th e  p re s e n t tim e. At v a rio u s  p e r
io d s g re a t  p ro p h e ts  have a r i s e n  or Men who re v e a l  and apply  r e l ig io u s  
t r u th s .  T heir co u n try  was n e a r ly  always th e  O rien t, a lth o u g h  I dare n o t 
deny th e  t i t l e  of p rophet to  D ante, C arly le  and R uskin . Among th e  mo
dern O rie n ta l p ro p h e ts  we may « p e c ia l ly  m ention B a h a 'o 'l la h .  -  -  -  I  do 
n o t b e liev e  i t  u s e fu l to  c o n s tru c t  th e o r ie s  about God, b u t on the o th e r  
hand i t  i s  im possib le  n o t to  fa sh io n  some id ea  concern ing  the  a t t r i b u t e s  
of the D e ity . There i s  a : God, a h idden ’ God, and th e re  i s  a God th a t
m a n ife s ts  H im self in  whom we l i v e ,  move and have our b e in g . ----  To be
conscious o f God, in  r e a l i t y ,  seems to  me th e  g r e a te s t  form of p ray er 
and means to  be immersed in  th e  ocean of H is lo v e , of H is S tre n g th  and of 
His T ru th s. -  -  -  In  th e  in a c c e s s ib le  and deep c e l l s  o f our memories 
l iv e s  th e  remembrance of our c h ild h o o d 's  p ra y e rs . The r e l ig io u s  sen
tim en t is  th e  consc iousness o f an a f f i n i t y  w ith  the most sublim e id e a ls  
th e  Fount and the R enter o f which the b e l ie v e r s  joyously  c a l l  God, The 
r e l ig io u s  sen tim en t i s  a r e q u i s i t e  n e c e s s i ty  to  r e l ig io u s  experience  
I t  i s  p re se n t to  a g r e a te r  or l e s s  degree in  a l l  th e  human r a c e s ,  u P e r 
haps the most e f f ic a c io u s  means fo r  aw ak en in g .; I t  is  in  th e  c u l t iv a t io n  
o f the a r t i s t i c  i n s t i n c t  and the con tem pla tion  of works of a r t s .
This you may apply  to  th e  s tu d y  of h is to ry  and n a tu ra l  sc ien c e . My 
r e l ig io u s  education  was dogm atic -  th a t  i s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and incon- 
sequencel never f e l t  in  my youth any acu te  r e l ig io u s  em otions. l a t e r  
th e  wonders o f n a tu re  and a r t  opened my eyes to  th e  id e a l  and awakened 
my re lig io u s s e n t im e n ts . The problem of a fu tu re  l i f e  never l e f t  my 
th o u g h ts  from the  tim e I s tu d ie d  B ib le C r i t i s is m  and recognized  the 
w eak n ess-o f th e  argum ents f o r  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  of Je su s . How I would 
p r e f e r  to  co n s id e r Im m orta lity  a s  a n a tu ra l  conseauence of th e  d iv in e  
n a tu re  o f man. I b e l ie v e !a s  the In d ian  th in k e r  th a t  God i s  th e  only 
perm anent r e a l i t y .  R e f le c t in g  on th e  changeab leness o f r e l ig io u s  
e x p r e s s io n s . i t  seems absurd th a t  an assem blage of th e o lo g ia n s  should 
e s ta b l i s h  fo r  a l l  tim es a law  concern ing  th e  form o f b e l i e f  and r e l 
ig io u s  th o u g h t. A church founded on dogm atic forms cannot l a s t .  F a ith  
and sc ien ce  belong to d i f f e r e n t  sp h e re s ; however, in  th e  p ro cess  of pu r
i f i c a t i o n  which p e r io d ic a l ly  r e l ig io u s  e x p re ss io n s  must be su b jec ted  
to ,  sc ien ce  can render va luab le  a id .  I  am n o t persuaded o f th e  e x t i -  
ence o f a m a lif ic  b e ing , opposed to  good. -  - .  I wish they would read 
in  the sch o o ls  e x t r a c ts  from th e  Sacred S c r ip tu re s  of humanity and as 
much as p o s s ib le  ex p la in  them h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t ry in g  to  p e n e tra te  t h e i r  
r e a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  -  -  - "
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T his i s  th e  message o f  an old  man, who i s  one Of the g r e a t e s t  B i b l i c a l  
a i i t h o r i t i e s  and c r i t i c s  in  th e  w orld , and who now f e e l s  h im s e l f  so 
d eep ly  a ttach ed  t o  th e  Bahai T eachings t h a t  at; t h i s  advanced period  
o f  h i s  l i f e  and in  s p i t e  o f  p h y s ic a l  in f i r m i t y  he i s  engaged in  w r i t in g  
a book on t h i s  Cause.

From morning t i l l  even in g  th e  M aster met the b e l i e v e r s  in d iv id u a l ly  
and spoke w ith  each a c co r d in g  to  h i s  c a p a c i t y .  Nine o f  th e  p i lg r im s  
are  g iv en  p e r m iss io n  to  le a v e  fo r  t h e i r  homes a f t e r  th r ee  d a y s .  Many 
of  th e se  were r e c e iv e d  by the Beloved in p r iv a t e ,  answ ering  t h e i r  ques
t i o n s ,  su p p ly in g  a l l  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  su s te n a n c e  and encou rag in g  them 
as much o f  t h e i r  tim e a s  th ey  can sp a re  to ,-th e  spread o f  th e  Caus o f  
God. "This i s  the most im portant work. T his i s  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  r e l i 
g io n  of God. This sea  must e v er  be kept tem p estu ou s. This fo u n ta in  
must alw ays f lo w . This garden must n ever  turn  i n t o  autumn. The b e l i 
e v e r s  of God must not r e l a x  in  t h e i r  la b o r s  of' t e a c h in g ,  n o t  even  fo r  
one second. The Cause i s  the  Cup, t e a c h in g  i s : the  ruby wine w ith  which 
th e  so u ls  are  i n t o x i c a t e d .  The Cause i s  the body,, t e a c h in g  i s  the  s p i r i t  
anim ating and e n e r g iz in g  t h a t  ^ody." In th e se ,  and s i m i la r  words he 
would exhort everyone who stood  in  h i s  P r e se n c e .

The fo l lo w in g  e x t r a c t  from a T ab le t  r e v e a le d  t h i s  morning t o  a 
b e l i e v e r  in  R ash t ,  may b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  a c l o s e : -

"0 thou who a r t  f irm  in  th e  CovenantJ
"Thy m anifold  s e r v i c e s  in  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha are  mentioned  

and thy h ard sh ip s  in  the  Path o f  God are well-known and e v id e n t .  Truly  
I sa y , in  th o se  p a r t s ,  th ou  a r t  the means o f  the promotion o f  the Word 
o f  God. This i s  through th e  I n v i s i b l e  C onfirm ation o f  the B lessed  Per
fe c t io n ; -  for  every  so u l  i s  not worthy t o  se r v e  th e  True One and every  
person  i s  not d e se r v in g  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  in  th e  Lordly P ath . This i s  
the crown of P rov id en ce , e v ery  head i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  to  i t .  This i s  th e  
N ecklace  o f  e v e r ÿ a s t in g  S o v e r e ig n ty ,  every  neck i s  not q u a l i f i e d  fo r  i t .  
Thank thou God t h a t  thou a r t  a s s i s t e d  and confirm ed w ith  such B estow a l.  
G lo r ify  Him a thousand t im es  w ith  every  breath  f o r  th u s  th o u  a r t  hon
ored w ith  such G races. P r a ise  be t o  God t h a t t h e  Sun o f  R e a l i t y  has  
c a s t  a b r i l l i a n t  e f f u lg e n c e  upon the  h o u seh o ld , so  th a t  the  members 
o f  th a t  fam ily  became e t e r n a l l y  d i g n i f i e d  and e le v a te d  w ith th i s  Gar
ment of D iv in e  Favor. -  -  -  "We are a d orers  o f  the L ight o f J u s t i c e ,  
no m atter  from what h or izon  i t  may dawn. We are lo v e r s  o f  the beauty  
o f  th e  r o s e ,  no m atter  in  what garden i t  may grow.' H is H o l in e s s  Baha- 
o ' l l a h  in  numerous T a b le ts  h a th  c a l l e d  the a t t e n t io n  o f  t h e  B ahais to  
t h i s  m atter  and hath  awakened them and ta u g h t  them th a t  they must 
e n t e r t a in  no r e l i g i o u s ,  s e c t i o n a l ,  r a c i a l  or p a t r i o t i c  p r e j u d ic e s ,  but • 
be under th e  F la g  o f  the oneness o f  the world o f hum anity. He sa y s ;
"0 ye p eop le  o f  the world! Ye are  the f r u i t s  o f  one t r e e  and the  
l e a v e s  o f  one branch." Again he says:  ’ Glory i s  not in  t h i s ,  t h a t  a
man l o v e s  h i s  cou n try , but g lo r y  i s  r a th e r  in  t h i s ,  th a t  he lo v e s  
h i s  kind

The M aster w as in terv iew ed  -by an Arabic corresp ond en t to d ay , and 
w ith  him he spoke in  d e t a i l  on th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the Cause and h i s  jou r
ney throughout America and Europe.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel, Mar. 1 2 ,  1914.

Dear N r le n d s:-

A Bahai means a j o y - g i v e r .  Are you a Bahai In t h i s  sen se?
A Bahai I s  c o n sc io u s  o f  h i s  d iv in e  b i r t h r ig h t  and l i v e s  e t e r n a l ly  on the  
mountain top  o f  id e a l i s m .  A Bahai does more good unto o th e rs  than unto  
h im s e l f .  He arran ges  the  p lan  o f  h i s  l i f e  a c co r d in g  to  the  p r i n c ip l e  o f  

k"above a l l  n a t io n s  i s  hum anity.'' He i s  the f r u i t - b e a r i n g  t r e e ,  p lan ted  by 
^the Hand o f  P rovidence b e s id e  the r iv e r  o f  L i f e  in  th e  P a ra d ise  o f  Truth.

He e x p r e s s e s  in  h i s  common d a i ly  ta s k s  th e  s p i r i t  o f  c h e e r f u ln e s s  and mutual 
h e l p f u l n e s s .  He I s  n e i t h e r  e la t e d  by the  p r a is e  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  nor d i s 
couraged by the  blame o f  e n e m ie s .  A couch o f  s i l k  or a hard f l o o r  o f  s tn n e  
or wood are the  sane to  him. Hès c o n f id e n c e  i s  on th e  sou rce  o f  a l l - g o o d  
and h i s  r e l ia n c e  i s  on he C on firm ation s o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t .  Prompted by 
th e  u n iv e r s a l  i d e a l s  o f  t h i s  t w e n t ie t h  c e n tu r y ,  he s t r i v e s  t o  se r v e  h is  
fe llow -m en  w ith o u t  o s t e n t a t io n  or f l o u r i s h .  He may now and then  stum ble  
and probably f a l l  in t o  a mood o f  despondency and : apparent le t h a r b y ,  but 
he w i l l  r i s e  im m ediately  and p r o f i t e d  by the  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w i l l  c o n t in u e  h i s  
upward journey w ith  f r e s h  i n s p i r a t i o n  and new, s c i n t i l l a i n g  hope. The 
l i f e  o f  every Bahai is- a p a la c e  o f  k in g ly  thou gh ts  and im p er ia l  i d e a l s .
He i s  a s p i r i t u a l  dreamer and dreams th e  dream o f  th e  fu tu r e  brotherhood o f  
man and the disarmament o f  n a t i o n s .  Dreamer a s  he i s ,  he i s  y e t  a p r a c t i c a l  
and c o n s t r u c t iv e  b u i ld e r ,  working day and n ig h t  for  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  
u n iv e r s a l  Peace and c o -o p e r a t in g  w ith  th o se  m igh ty , b e n e f i c e n t  fo r c e s  th a t  
are  h e lp in g  the forward advance o f  the  same g o d - l ik e  Cause. The m ainsp rin g  
o f  h i s  u n f a i l in g  optimism I s  n ever  d r ie d ;  h i s  f a i t h  in  the  u l t im a te  goodness  
o f  humanity i s  never shaken; the f lo w e r s  o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  c o n c ep tio n s  are  
not p e r is h a b le ,  nor do the# l o s e  t h e i r  fra g r a n c e .  The h ea v en ly  p i c t u r e s  
p r in te d  on the  T ab let o f  h i s  mind are  not e f fa c e d  and the m a s te r p ie c e s  o f  
the  c e l e s t i a l  p o r t r a i t s  e x h ib i t e d  in  th e  g a l l e r y  of h i s  h ea r t  s r e  not d e s 
tr o y e d .  T r ia ls  and o r d e a ls  serv e  a s  f u e l  to  k in d le  the  f i r e  o f  h i s  con
f id e n c e  and c o n sta n c y . L ike unto a b i r d ,  he b u i ld s  h i s  n e s t  on the  l o f t i e s t  
branch of the  t r e e  o f  God's Grace, and s im i la r  unto th e  n ig h t in g a le  he 
breaks in to  the  tum ultuous songs o f  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  and e d i f i c a t i o n .  The 
blue v a u lt  o f  h i s  s p i r i t  -  v a s t  and over-shad owing -  i s  studded w ith  the  
b r i l l i a n t  s t a r s  o f  f ir m n e s s ,  s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  s i n c e r i t y ,  l o y a l t y ,  f a i t h f u l 
n e s s ,  s i m p l i c i t y  and d e v o t io n .  In  a l l  h i s  d e a l in g s  w ith  mankind he i s  
guided by th e  l i g h t  o f  noble em otions and r e f in e d  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s .  He 
keeps a l o o f  from any form o f  p r e ju d ic e  a s  one shuns the  p o iso n o u s  fa n g s  
o f  a deadly s e r p e n t .  He w e lo ornes the r a y s  o f  Truth, coming to  him from th e  
p a s t  and the  p r e s e n t .  The broad, r o y a l  v i s t a  o f : h i s  v i s i o n ,  le a d s  him 
s t e p  by s te p  to  the  heaven o f  b l e s s e d n e s s .  A Bahai i s  a d iv e r ,  and 
p lu n g in g  headlong in t o  the sea  o f  R e a l i t y ,  he b r in g s  up w h ite  p e a r ls  of  
knowledge and th e  c o r a l s  o f  wisdom. Above and beyond a l l  he i s  an uumabl e 
f o l lo w e r  o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h ,  and a l l  th e  M essengers b f  God, He seek s  to  do 
good whereever he g o e s ,  and wherever he i s ,  -  throw ing a c r o s s  the path  of  
every  man and woman the  l i g h t  o f  the  gu id ance  o f  God and the  e f f u lg e n c e  
b f the  Love o f God. True to  h i m s e l f ,  he f u l f i l  11s a l l  h i s  p ro m ises .  He 
embodies in  h i s  l i f e  the s p i r i t u a l  and e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the fou n d ers  
o f  a l l  the  r e l i g i o n s ,  and d e d ic a t e s  h i s  a m b it io n  to the  fu r th e ra n ce  o f  
s c i e n c e s  and a r t s  and th o se  means which usher in: the  apoch o f  r e c o n c i l i a t io n *  
Hês courage i s  not f a l t e r e d , and h i s  t r u s t  in  God i s  not weakened by any 
untoward c ir c u m sta n c e s .  He l i v e s  on the  p lane o f  g e a t i t u d e .  He breaks  
the  sh a c k le s  o f  th e  dark p r is o n  o f  s e l f  and comes out in to  the  su n l ig h t  
o f  God's Mercy. Through him the v a s t  w ildern ess:  o f  m a t e r i a l i t y  b lossom s  
in to  the  garden of s p i r i t u a l i t y .  H i s l i f e  has n o t  th e  shadows o f  u n b e l i e f ,   ̂
a g n o s t ic i s m ,  c y n ic ism , g r i e f  and m isanth rop y . He makes th e  l o f t y  a t t r i b u t e *
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o f  D i v i n i t y  l i v e a b l e  and w orkable . He i s  a symposium o f  th e  m a je s t ic  v i r 
tu e s  o f  the Kingdom o f  Bahai

Although I descended the mountain very e a r ly  in  th e  morning, I did 
not see  the Master t i l l  l a t e  in  the a f te r n o o n .  .At presen t th e re  are  ;about 
fo u r  s c h o l a r ly ,  w ell-know n Bahai t e a c h e r s  l i v i n g  in  th e  P i lg r im s ’ Home, 
and the Master was r e c e i v in g  them one by one, l i s t e n i n g  a t t e n t i v e l y  to  
t h e i r  r e p o r ts  and mapping out p lan s  fo r  t h e i r  fu tu r e  work in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  
o f  th e  O r ien t .  Late in  the a f te r n o o n  he cameout o f  the house and beck
oned me t o  f o l lo w  him. While he walked f o r  n e a r ly  f i f t e e n  m inutes in t h e  
s t r e e t s  o f  th e  German Colony, he asked me v a r io u s  q u e s t io n s  about the Cause 
and i t s  p r o g r ess  in  America, but I could g iv e  him very  l i t t l e  news.
On h i s  r e t u r n , he met a young Bahai who was ap p aren tly  ta k in g  a walk. rfo  
him he sa id  % "a w ise  young man ever th in g s  o f  and s t u d i e s  th o se  menas which  
are conducive  to  h i s  p r o g r e ss  -  m en ta l,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l .  He l e t s  
a l l  amusements and r e c r e a t io n s  g o ,  and a p p l i e s  h h n s e l f  t o  th e  acquirem ent  
of  knowledge -  thus he may'become u s e f u l  member 1 o f  the  body p o l i t i c .  He 
does not f r i t t e r  away h i s  tim e in  i d l e  p a s t im es  and u n p r o f i ta b le  p u r su its*  
There i s  an Arabic Proverb which sa y s ;  ’A dancer s t a r t s  h i s  performance  
by s l o v / motion o f  h i s  sh o u ld e r s ,  th e n  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  b r in g s  in to  p o e t i c  
v ib r a t io n s  a l l  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  b od y .'  S im i la r ly  a young man d e s i r in g  t o  
l a y  a good fo u n d a t io n  fo r  h i s  l a t e r  l i f e  must devote  a few years to  th e  
stu dy  o f  h i s  chosen p r o f e s s io n  and f o r g e t  a l l  p le a s u r e s  and sp o r ts  which  
d iv e r t  him from a c c o m p lish in g  h i s  main purpose-., ,T h is  i s  s u c c e s s  and pro
s p e r i t y ."  When he a r r iv e d  a t  the  house , the  b e l i e v e r s  were stan d ing  here  
and th ere  in  th e  r o se  garden , and in  t h e i r  lo n g ,  f lo w in g  garments and 
turbans th ey  made a s t r i k i n g  p ic t u r e  i n  the  g lo w in g 's u n s e t .  L ater  on, th e  
moon r o s e ,  c a s t i n g  i t s  m eg lca l s p e l l  over the  h e a r ts  and c r e a t in g  th o s e  i n 
v i s i b l e  lo n g in g s  o f  the S p i r i t .  While e n jo y in g  t h i s  calm en ch an tin g  s c e n e ,  
we were c a l le d  in t o  the, P resence  of th e  Moon o f  th ee  Covenant. H erein  you 
may fin d  a few s i l v e r ,  w h ite  r a y s ,  w h isp e r in g  in t o  your e a rs  the message  
o f  lo v e  and peace:

"The r e l i g i o n  o f  God reform s th e  moral s id e  o f  the  l i f e  o f  mankind.
I t  I s  the  sp reader  o f th e  v i r t u e s  o f  th e  world o f  hum anity. I t  i s  th e  found 
er o f  d iv in e  p e r f e c t io n s  in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  men. I t  I s  n e a r n e ss  to  God.
I t  i s  th e  cause o f a t t r a c t io n  and enkindlem ent w ith  the  P ir e  o f  the  Love 
o f  God. I t  i s  conducive  t o  the i l lu m in a t io n  o f  human c o n s c io u s n e s s .  -  -  - 
A ll  the Prophets are se n t  by God fo r  t h e  guidance o f  th e  p e o p le ,  fo r  the 
en ligh ten m en t o f  the  minds o f  th e  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  th e  e a r th ;  for  th e  pro
motion o f  the Word of Truth, fo r  the  ed u c a t io n  and i n s t r u c t i o n  o f the ig n o 
rant and for  the d isap p earan ce  o f  t h e  gloom o f  p r e j u d ic e s .  -  -  The Bahai 
Cause i s  l i k e  unto a garden you w i l l  f in d  t h e  f lo w e r s  seen  in  o th e r s ;  and 
b e s i d e ,  th e r e  are o ther  r a r e  f lo w e r s  h ere  th a t  are not ex ta n t  anywhere e l s e .  
I t  in c lu d e s  th e  Teachings o f o th er  R e v e la t io n s  and has r ev e a le d  numerous, 
d i s t i n c t  P r in c ip le s  a d ap tab le  to the  req u irem en ts  o f  t h i s  a g e .  -  -

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel, Mar. 15 , 1916 . !

Dear F r ie n d s : —

With weeping e y e s ,  sh akin g  b o â i e s ,  but w ith  su p ern a l f a i t h  and 
sublim e c o n f id e n c e ,  th e y  go away, and w ith  equal ardour and equal  
ferven cy  they  come; a seem in g ly  in te rm in a b le  c h a in ,  s tretch ed : from 
Mount Carmel t o  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the  e a r t h .  Today s i x  o f  the p i lg r im s  
departed fo r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  homes. They had1 the  p r i v i l e g e  o f  met
ing  th e  Master both in  th e  morning and in  he e v e n in g ,  r a th e r  a f t e r 
noon, j u s t  b e fo re  th e y  l e f t  for  the s team er , fo r  a few moments.
Out o f  the deep s i l e n c e  th a t  f e l l  over  them when th e y  en tered  the  
room, the v o ic e  o f  the  Beloved a r o se  c le a r  and; s t r o n g ,  v ib r a t in g  
through every f ib r e  o f  t h e i r  s e n s i t i v e ,  s p i r i t u a l  b e in g s .  "Praise  
be to  Godl" -  he w aited  fo r  a f u l l :  .minute and then continus d;
"Praise  be to  God t h a t  you have a t ta in e d  , v i s i t e d  the  Holy Tomb o f  
the B lessed  P e r f e c t io n  and walked around the Holy Sepu lchre o f  the  
Bab. For many a day we a s s o c ia t e d  to g e th e r  w ith joy and fr a g r a n c e .

The g r e a t  amount o f  work and the  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o cu p a tio n s  prevented  
me from m eeting  you as o f te n  as my h e a r t  d e s ir e d ,  but s p i r i t u á l  

a s s o c ia t io n  does not depèndiupon p h y s ic a l  c o n t a c t .  I  hope th á t  
the  r e s u l t s  o f  th e se  m ee t in g s  may become e v id e n t  and mani f e s t i n  
your l i v e s .  The one who comes out o f  a garden must carry  in  h i s  
hand afew  boquets o f  f lo w e r s  to  perfume the  n o s t r i l s  Of th o se  who 
are l e f t  behind. I  hope th a t  you may r e tu r n  w ith  d i v i n e ,  s p i r i t u a l  
b o q u ets ,  w ith  c e l e s t i a n  fr a g r a n c e s ,  w ith  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  c o n sc io u sn e s s  
and the  flam es o f  the F ire  o f  the  Love o f  God. B e .y e  n ot sa d , fo r  
ye have a t ta in e d  t o  h ea v en ly  h a p p in ess  and obta ined  l o r d ly  e x h i l i a r a t i o  n 
Those s o u ls  h av in g  th u s a t t a in e d  t o  t h i s  supreme joy are never  g r ie v e d .  
You are always h e r e .  Be ye n o t  unhappy. You are withme; your s p i r i t s  
w i l l  hover around th e  D iv in e  Threshold o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h .  Do ye n o t  weep, 
fo r  i t  saddens me to  se e  you c r y in g .  We are  alw ays t o g e t h e r .  We are  
never  separated  from each o th e r .  We hope t h a t  we may be gathered  t o 

g e th e r  in  the Kingdom o f  Bod■beneath  the overshadowing p r o t e c t io n  o f  
the  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n .  There, we w i l l  enjoy  an e t e r n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
a d iv in e  f e l l o w s h ip ,  and an e v e r l a s t i n g  in t im a c y .  -  -  -  The b e l i e v e r s  
o f  God must ever  be ready to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  l i v e s  in  the path o f  
each o th e r .  This i s  one o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  f á i t h .  They must serv e  
each o ther  w ith  c o r d ia l  l o v e ,  p r e fe r  o th e r s  unto th e m se lv e s  and the  
f i r e  o f  t h e i r . l o v e  and a f f e c t i o n . may i l lu m in e  a l l  the dark p la c e s  and 
banish  the gloom o f  hate  and envy . This i s  one o f  the g r ea t  command
ments o f  God r ev e a le d  Jm the Holy -Books and T a b le t s .  -  -  I  am most 

p le a se d  w ith  the b e l i e v e r s  o f  Hess® and Hameg. Truly I say they  have 
e x h ib ite d  g r ea t  f irm n ess  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  in  r e a l i t y  th e se  s o u ls  
did not xx*xx waver in  the  fa ce  o f  the  most se v e r e  t e s t s  and under  
most harrowing o r d e a ls ;  nay , r a th e r ,  they  in c re a se d  d a i ly j th e ir  con
s ta n cy  and r e s o l u t i o n .  The.more th ey  weBe surrounded w ith  th e  h o s t s  
o f  a f f l i c t i o n s ,  the g r e a te r  became th e  power o f  r e s i s t a n c e .  The 
h ig h e r  leap ed  th e  tongue o f  the  c o n f la g r a t io i } , o f  p e r s e c u t io n s ,  the  
more t h e i r  h e a r ts  were ig n i t e d  w ith  the í ±bhhÍ  jfcfcxExxfxihBDcliHBx F ire
o f  the  Love o f  God. -  .-These' s o u l s „ ( t h e  a c t i v e - s e r v a n t s  and te a c h e r s  or the  Dquse are mentioned in  the  Supreme Concourse; t h e i r  names

are recorded in  the  Kingdom o f  Abha; they  are the favored  ones a t
the Threshold o f  the  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n .  They are th e  q u in te s s e n c e  of
c r e a t io n ;  fo r  they have a r i s e n  to  serv e  th e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  God u n s e l f i s h l y
C o n tin u a lly  do I s u p p l ic a t e  and e n tr e a t  a t  th e  Court o f  the True One
and beg for  them in e x h a u s t ib le  o u tp o u r in g s .  Tjfyese s o u l s  in  my e s t im a t io n
are the  embodied Graces o f  the  P resen ce  o f  the A lm ighty . They c o n s t i t u t e  
my wings w ith  which I am enabled to  f l y  heavenward. They are my a s -



2.

Liar. 1 3 ,  '1 4 .

s o c i é t é s  and p a r tn e rs  in  the  s e r v i tu d e  iHxfiyxfcKamt&H o f  the  Holy Thresh
o ld .  -  -  I hope t h a t  you may l i v e  on such a p lan e  a s  t o  f in d  y o u r se lv e s  
alw ays in  t h i s  Sacred Spot; th a t  you may m a n ife s t  such s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i 
t i e s  and a t t r i b u t e s  a s  t o  a t t r a c t  o th e r s  to  th e  Cause o f  your M ercifu l  
Lord. -  -  I t r u s t  t h a t  a l l  the  b e l i e v e r s  in  th o s e  p a r ts  may become a s 
s i s t e d  to  render worthy s e r v i c e s  in  the  R e l ig io n  o f  God. Such b le sse d  
p ersons are  th e  members and l im b s o f  my body. -  -  '^hey a r e  th e  g e n e r a ls  
o f  the  army o f  S a lv a t io n  and c o n t i n u a l l y  t h e y  are  engaged on the  b a t t l e 
f i e l d ,  c a r r y in g  away v i c t o r y  a f t e r  v i c t o r y .  They a re  the  t r e e s  o f  the  
P arad ise  o f Abha, producing l u c io u s  f r u i t s  in  a l l  s e a s o n s .  They are the  
f lo w e r s  o f  the  garden o f  the  Clement, d i f f u s i n g  a l l  aroimd the fra g r a n 
c e s  o f  the  Love o f  God. -  -  -  I hope th a t  Mohammed Bagor Khan may be
come a s s i s t e d  t o  serve th e  Cause in  a b e f i t t i n g  manner. With th i  s 
fam ily  we are c l o s e l y  k n i t t e d  t o g e th e r .  H is g ran d fa th er  and grandmother 
are d i s t a n t ly '  r e la te d  to  us-. They came o r i g i n a l l y  from th e  P rovince  
o f  Mazandaran. Our r e l a t i o n  i s  f irm  and o ld .  When h i s  fatherxassáxm si  
was a young man he used to  p la y  w ith  each o th er  f r e q u e n t ly .  -  -  Now 
th a t  you are l e a v in g  t h i s  Holy Spot you must go away laden  w ith  the  
D iv in e  G la d -T id in g s , each  one o f  you must be a : flame o f  the  Love o f  God 
and a b r ig h t  can d le  in  the  m eetin g  o f  th e  f r i e n d s ,  so t h a t  whosoever  
comes in  touch  w ith  you w i l l  bear te s t im o n y  th a t  v e r i l y  th e s e  people  
are the sw eet f lo w e r s  o f  the garden of r e a l i t y  and th e  s in g in g  n ig h t 
in g a le s  o f  th e  P a ra d ise  o f  Abha."

Then he embraced one by one, and in  a moment th e y  were out 
o f  h i s  P re se n c e ,  w ith  th e  l a s t  ten d er  word o f  h i s  b e n e d ic t io n  in  t h e i r  
e a r s .  Almost a l l  th e  p i lg r im s  accompanied them to  t h e  P ie r ,  and b id d in g  
them f h e i r  l a s t  Bahai f a r e w e l l ,  th e y  returned  to  th e  P ilgr im s*  Home 
knowing f u l l  w e l l  th a t  th ey  must l i k e w i s e  l e a v e  soon , but th a n k fu l  fo r  
a l l  the B ou n ties  o f  God showered over t h e i r  h ea d s . They con tin u ed  to  
s in g  T a b le t s ,  chant p r a y e r s ,  t e l l  Bahai s t o r i e s ,  t i l l  a lm ost m idnight  
Once the f i r e  o f  enthusiasm  burning in  the  h e a r ts  o f  th e se  men i s  handed 
to  th e  n ex t  g e n e r a t io n ,  the fame and g lo r y  o f  the  Bahai Cause w i l l  f i l l  
the whole w orld . They are a band o f  u n ited  workmen and the  o u t lo o k  o f  
t h e i r  whole co n cen tra ted  l i f e  i s  dominated by one s p i r i t u a l  p a ss io n  -  
C e l e s t i a l  Brotherhood D a ily  do I w i t n e s s  t h e i r : sweet p a t i e n c e ,  t h e i r  
r e s o lu t e  f a i t h ,  t h e i r  undaunted courage and t h e i r  uncommon p i e t y  and 
c h a s t i t y .  S u re ly  God w i l l  crown th e se  l i v e s  w ith  e t e r n a l  r e s u l t s .

Many p eo p le  come and go , but only th o se  who are  c l o s e l y  wat
ch ing  the e v e r la s t in g  s c e n e s  a t  c l o s e  range n e t  the  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  im
portance  o f  each c a s e .  Endowed w ith  deep i n s ig h t  and s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n ,  
the Bahai p i lg r im s  le a v e  th e  P resence  o f  th e  Beloved d ed ica ted  anew 
to  the  s e r v ic e  o f  the Cause.

When t h i s  morning I en tered  the room of the  M aster,, he was 
walking to  and f r o ,  and lo o k in g  out o f  th e  window, adm iring the f r a 
grant* f lo w e r s .  "Weill" he s a i d ,  "What newshave you?" I had no news.
"Are the p i lg r im s  happy? A number o f  them a r e 'g o in g  away. Then he
faced me and sm iledd "Cornel Come near me! Thou a r t  my Ahmad. I want
to k i s s  you."  $hd I was locked  in  h i s  d iv in e  arms, f e e l i n g  the  glow
and rad ian ce  of has k i s s e s  on both my ch eek s . Then I f e l l  a t  h i s  f e e t
and wept t e a r s  o f  jo y ,  and su p p l ic a te d  him to  a s s i s t  m e'to  be j u s t  a
servan t o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s .  A l l  day I f e l t  the warmth o f  h is  k i s s e s .  I
was r id in g  on the w h ile  c lo u d s  of b l i s s  and jo y ,  "Thou a r t  m  ̂ Ahmad!"
What e l s e  do I want in  t h i s  world! N oth ing! . ,Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai ;Hest, Mount Carmel,
H a ifa ,  S y r ia ,  March 1 4 , 1914.

Dear F r ie n d s : -

The Cause o f  God i s  making v i s i b l e  p r o g r ess  in  P a r is  and a number o f  
la r g e  m eetin gs  have been h e ld  during  th e  p a s t  few  months. The s p i r i t  o f  
a c t i v i t y  seems t o  pervade th e  atmonsphere and the  Master was p le a se d  w ith  
the news. In a T ab le t  r e v e a le d  t o  Madame Hysando Moro, who accep ted  t h i s  
R e v e la t io n  during h i s  l a s t  so jou rn  in  t h i s  c i t y ,  h e ' s a y s ; -

"0 thou who a r t  a t t r a c t e d  t o  th e  Kingdom o f  God! Thy l e t t e r  was r e 
c e iv e d .  I t  became the cause  o f g r e a t  jo y ,  t h a t ,  p r a is e  be to  God, throi7.gh 
thy e f f o r t  a number o f  s o u l s  are i l lu m in e d  w ith  the L ight o f  Guidance in  
P a r is ,  are a t t r a c te d  to  the  Kingdom of God, are  r e le a s e d  from the sorrow s  
of  t h i s  ephemeral world and are  r e j o ic e d  by the  D iv in e  G la d -T id in g s .  Truly  
I sa y ,  were i t  not for  t h e s e  G lad -T id ings o f  God, how could a man c o n s o le  
h im s e l f  and l i v e  in  t h i s  dark w orld , which i s  brim fu l o f  i n f i n i t e  hard
sh ip s  and s u f f e r in g s ?  I t  i s  u n e x p la in a b le  ! The o r d e a ls  o f  t h i s  m ortal

world are l i k e  unto a dark n i g h t ,  and the  G lad -T id ings l i k e  u n to  the  
b r i n l l i a n t  lamps. I f  mankind l i v e  in  t h i s  darkness w ithou t the  l i g h t  o f  
th e se  lam ps, u n q u est io n a b ly  th e y  w i l l  p e r is h  through the i n t e n s i t y  of 
g r i e f  and a f f l i c t i o n .  How, p r a i s e  be t o  God th a t  thou h a s t  become the  
means o f  l i g h t i n g  the F ir e  o f  th e  Love o f  God and sen d in g  fo r th  i t s  flam e  
in  P a r i s .  I hope th a t  day by day t h i s  F la m ew ill  become b r ig h te r ;  perchance  
God w i l l i n g ,  i t  may i l lu m in e  th a t  c i t y .  -

To an o th er  b e l i e v e r  and h i s  w i f e ,  who are  from P a r is  and on t h e i r  way 
to  I n d ia ,  he w r i t e s : -

"Your l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d ,  and from i t s  c o n te n ts  i t  becaipe e v id e n t  
th a t  you are  jou rn ey in g  toward In d ia .  I am h o p e fu l  t h a t  through the  D i
v in e  B estow als  t h i s  voyage may become f u l l  o f  b l e s s i n g s ;  i d e a l  d eve lop 
ments may be obtained  by you and both o f  you may a t t a i n  to  p e r f e c t  s p i r 
i t u a l i t y ;  thus the Graces o f  th e  Kingdom may be r ev e a le d  in  your h e a r ts ;  
your s p i r i t s  be e x h i l i a r a t e d ; you may become th e  cause  o f  the i l lu m in a 
t io n  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  o th e r s  and render a worthy s e r v i c e  to  the Oneness \ 
o f  the  world o f  hum anity. The in h a b i ta n t s  o f  In d ia  are a s  a r u le  a s im p le  
p e o p le .  Were th e r e  a p e r f e c t  i n s t r u c t o r ,  many, s o u l s  would have been edu
cated  , becoming the e s s e n c e  o f  the  Love o f  God and the  Mercy of the  Alm ighty  

They would have become th e  ig n i t e d  c a n d le s  o f  th e  assem blage o f  the world 
o f  humanity and th e  tra n sp a re n t  and c l e a r  m irrors  upon which i s  r e f l e c t e d  
the  sp lendour o f  the Sun o f  R e a l i t y .  I  hope th a t  you may become confirm ed  
in  t h i s . "

To a new b e l i e v e r  in A u s t r a l i a ,  he r e v e a l s
"0 thou seek er  o f  R e a l i t y !  T ruly  I say  thou a r t  a se e k e r  o f R e a l i t y  

and a spreader o f  R e a l i t y !  Thou a r t  th e  cause: o f th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  of the  
world o f  humanity and th e  prom ulgator o f th e  oneness o f mankind. Thou a r t  
a w e l l - w is h e r  and a l o v e r  o f  the d e n iz en s  o f  the  world. I hope thou mayst 
be so confirmed and a s s i s t e d  as to  u p r a is e  the D iv in e  F la g  in  A u s t r a l ia ,  
ed u ca tin g  innumerable s o u l s ,  so  t h a t  l i k e  unto; the  t r e e  1 hey may y ie ld  
abundant f r u i t s  and l i k e  u n to  the  budding f lo w e r s  th ey  may d i f f u s e  t h e ir  
fr a g r a n t  odor. -  -  -"

Another T a b le t ,  r e v e a le d  t o  Mrs. I s a b e l  F r a s e r ,  i s  a s  f o l l o w s : -
"0 thou who a r t  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  Kingdom o f  God! Thy l e t t e r w a s  re 

c e iv e d .  The d e t a i l s  o f  p u b l i s h in g  a r t i c l e s  in' the newspapers and m agazines  
became known. Truly I say thou a r t  a lways engaged in  the s e r v i c e  o f  th e
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Cause of God. Thou a r t  r e s t i n g  n e i t h e r  b y /n or  by n i g h t .  Thy s e r v i c e s  in  
London and P a r is  are always b e fo re  the s i g h t .  They are  n ever  f o r g o t t e n .  
Today whosoever o c cu p ie s  h i s  t im e  in. the s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  .Kingdom, the  
D iv in e  C onfirm ations w i l l  en v iro n  him from every  d i r e c t i o n .  P r a is e  be to  
God th a t  thou h a s t  a h e a r t  enk in d led  w ith  the  F ir e  of the Love o f  God. 

'U nquestionab ly  i t s  h e a t  w i l l  have e f f e c t  in  the h e a r ts  o f  o t h e r s ,  and 
thou w i l t  become th e  means o f  the guidance o f  innumerable s o u l s . -----11

Today the  Governor-General o f  B e ir u t  (Y a l i )  who i s  a t  p r e sen t  in  Hai
f a ,  c a l l e d  on the  B e loved . The M aster spoke w ith  him a t  le n g t h  about h i s  
tou r  in  th e  United S t a t e s  and Europe, and o th er  kindred t o p i c s .  In h i s  
morning in te r v ie w  w ith  th e  B e lo v ed , th e  Y a li  t o ld  him in  the  cou rse  o f  con
v e r s a t io n  th a t  s e v e r a l  yea rs  ago he was the Governor o f  T r ip o l i .  One day 
he r e c e iv e d  a te legram  from S u ltan  Abdul Hamid, th a t  w ith in  a few days  
Abbas E ffen d i would be e x i l e d  to  Feyzan, and th a t  he must be p r e se n t  to  
t r a n s f e r  him, p r o tec ted  by a heavy «|qu&d o f  horsemen.., in t o  the i n t e r i o r  
o f  A f r ic a .  D a ily  he was w a i t in g  f o r  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  Abbas E f f e n d i ,  when 
the s h e l l s  o f  l i b e r t y  d e str o y ed  the c a s t l e  o f  despotism  and th e  fo r c e s  
o f  a b so lu t ism  were sh a t te r e d  to  p i e c e s  through the e s ta b l ish m e n t  o f  th e  
P arliam en t. This s t o r y  was r e la t e d  w ith  more d e t a i l s  t o n ig h t  to  t h e  p i l 
grims by the Master h i m s e l f .  Then he ordered Mirza Mahmoud t o  read a 
p ra y er , a f t e r  which Miraa Moneer chanted a poem composed by th e  Master  
h im s e l f  during the days t h a t  the I n v e s t i g a t i n g  Committee was in  Acca, ex 
p e c t in g  to  e x i l e  him to  Eeyzan a t  any hour. The poem i s  in  Turkish , and 
as Mirza Moneer was c h a n t in g  i t  v e r se  by v e r se  the B eloved  t r a n s 
la t e d  i t  in t o  P e r s ia n  for  the  sake o f  th e s e  p i lg r im s  who a id  not know th e  
lan gu age . H aji Mirza Heydar A l i  was s i t t i n g  n ex t  t o  th e  B eloved . "I am 
th e  Commander-in-Chief o f  the Empire o f  Love'1 -  th e  Master most n a tu r 
a l l y  t r a n s la te d  the  v e r se  j u s t  ch a n ted , and t h e ; Angel o f  Mount Carmel 
very sw e e t ly  sa id ;  "We a l l  b e l i e v e  i t j "  and a, murmur o f  suppressed  la u g h 
t e r  anci h e a r t f e l t  co n se n t  r ip p le d  over th o s e  who were p r e s e n t .  He u t te r e d  
the l i v i n g  c o n v ic t io n  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s  and m inds. The Master co n t in u ed ;
"All the lo v e r s  in  the  world are  the s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  s o l d i e r s  in  my 
Grand Army." The Beloved was very  happy, but ex h au sted , h av in g  spoken 
fo r  more than an hour w ith  Y a li  and t h e  M otosarraf o f  Acca.

In a message to  a b e l i e v e r  in  C hicago, th e  Beloved s a y s : -
"Convey on my b e h a l f  my i n f i n i t e  k in d n e ss  and t e l l  her th a t  I pray  

in  her  b e h a l f ,  s u p p l ic a t in g  a t  the Threshold o f  God t h a t  she may become 
e n c ir c le d  w ith  the h ea v en ly  C on firm ation s;  th a t  day by day she may become 
more p e r f e c t ,  day by Ôay her c h a r a c te r  become more s p i r i t u a l ,  day by day 
she may ob ta in  more o f  the p e r f e c t i o n s  o f  th e  Abha Kingdom and day by day 
she may be drawn n earer  unto God -  th u s she may become a r e a l  Bahai 1"

To another fr ie n d  in  'th e  same c ity - ,  he s a y s 1: -
"Man must p e r fe c t  h im s e l f  in  e v e r y th in g .  As th ou  a r t  a lre a d y  informed  

w ith  some o f  the p r i n c i p l e s  o f B a h a 'o ' l la h ,  thou must put forward an e x t r a 
ordinary e x e r t io n  to  m aster a l l  th e s e  w onderfu l Teachings and be ushered  
in  the  Kingdom of the B lessed  P e r f e c t io n ."

To another b e l ie v e r  he spoke a s  f o l l o w s ; -
"The l i n e  o f  p r o g r ess  i s  p n o t  p e n d ic u la r  and i t  has no end. P rogress  

i s  i n f i n i t e ,  but th e re  are  many d e g r e e s .  Each animate or inanim ate organ
ism advances a long  i t s  own d e g r e e s .  For exam ple, however much th e  min
e r a l  i s  advanced, i t  does not a t t a i n  to  the  degree o f  man. I t  i s  s u sc e p 
t i b l e  o f  p rogress  in  i t s  own sp h ere . The rock becomes diamond or in  th e  
v e g e ta b le  kindgom, the  sm all se ed s  d ev e lo p  in to , mighty t r e g s ,  producing  
blossoms and f r u i t s ,  but no m atter  how much th e y  advance, they do not  
o b ta in  the  s e n s e s  o£ s ig h t  and h e a r in g .  .S im i la r ly ,  man advanoes a long
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h i s  d i s c i p l e s h i p  to  C h r is t ;  he does n o t  become C h r is t ;  C h r is t  i s  i n f i n i t e ,  
w h ile  man i s  f i n i t e  in  comparison to^Him. Paul becomes P a u l,  not be
cause  he was learned, man but b ecau se^ fo llow ed  C h r is t ,  l i k e w i s e  P e te r ,  
o th erw ise  th ey  were men l i k e  o th er  Jews who l iv e d  a t  t h a t  t im e .  The 
l i g h t  o f  C h r is t  was l i k e  unto the  Sun. He was the C en ter , t h e  r e s e r 
v o i r ,  the  powerhouse o f  i l l u m i n a t io n ,  but o th e r s  r e c e iv e d  t h e i r  l i g h t  
from him. P e te r  became g r e a t  not through h i s  own v i r t u e  but through  
th e  in s p i r a t i o n  and q u a l i t i e s  o f  C h r is t  -  th a t  i s ,  hé reached to  the l o f t y  
s ta t io n * th r o u g h  the e d u c a t io n  C h r is t  g a v e .  Thus in  H is own g e n e ra t io n  
C h rist  was th e  Supreme Master and a l l  th e  r e s t  o f  mankind' were taught  
in  His D iv ine  S c h o o ls ."

Ahmad .Sohrab,



Bahai B e s t, Mount Carmel,
H a ifa , S y r ia , Mar. 15 , '1 4 .

Dear F rien d s
For th e  f i r s t  tim e , th e  "Bahai B est"  a ro se  to  th e  h e ig h t of i t s  *

p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and th e  n ig h tin g a le  o f Love flew  toward i t  to  r e s t  th e re in  
fo r  h a l f  an h ou r. This made me v ery  happy, fo r  the  v i s i t  was th e  r e a l i z a 

t i o n  of my e x p e c ta tio n  and the f u l f i l lm e n t  of my fo n d es t hopes. M irza 
[ossein  H aji had a g a in  in v ite d  the b e l ie v e r s  and th e  p ilg r im s  to  te a  

in  th e  re c e p tio n  room o f  th e  B lessed  Tomb of the  Bab, and the Beloved 
th u s graced th e  m eeting  With h is  / s p i r i t u a l  P resence . I t  was p robab ly  
about 3 P.M ., when I  l e f t  my n e s t  and walked toward th e  P ilg r im s ' Home.
There, to  m ujsurprise, I  found the  M a s te r , s i t t i n g  n e a r  the window, 
speaking  to ^ th e  b e l ie v e r s .  A f te r  a few moments he l e f t  th e  Home and asked 
me to  fo llow  him. Once out in  th e  open he walked toward the  N est, and on 
h i s  way he joked w ith  Abbas G oli and m yse lf about 1000 P ia s t r e s  ($40,000) 
hav ing  been sp en t in  th e  r e p a i r in g  o f  my room and th a t  I  had to  pay fo r  
i t .  "Do you h e a r , Abbas G o li" , he s a id ;  "S et hold o f  M irza Ahmad and do 
no t le av e  him t i l l  he pays you th e  money," By t h i s  tim e we had reached th e  
B e s t. I  opened th e  door and the  D ivine N ig h tin g a le  was in .  He s a t  on th e  
so fa  on which I  s le e p , and r e c l in in g  on th e  ch sh io n , c lo sed  h is  ey es. I  
s a t  q u ie t ly  on a c h a ir  a w a i t in g h i s  command. A fte r  s e v e ra l  m inu tesfhe 
opened h is  eyes and Spoke a s  fo llo w s: "How charm ingly  q u ie t  i s  th i 's  jfcroom
and how v aried  and e n tra n c in g  i s  th e  scene spread  b e fo re  o n e 's  v i e i l  
S ince my childhood I have always longed to  p o ssess  a room l ik e  u n t h i s  I 
-  b u l l i o n  the  u n d u la tin g  and v erd an t siope of a moïïntai n ; ’s im p ly fu rn is h e d  
c le a n , a i r y  and away from th e  reach  o f man. But th i s  has never Been r e a -   ̂
l i z e d .  Look a t  th e  c i r c l in g  m ountains in  th e  d is ta n c e  beyond the  Bay!,How 
th e i r  cones a re  always covered w ith  th a t  in ta n g ib le ,  b lue  h aze , -  so s o f t  . 
and dreamy! The s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  i s  symbolized by s im p lic i ty  and contem pla
t io n  combined w ith  u se fu ln e s s  and w ell-gu ided  a c t i v i t y .  When we were l i v 
in g  in  Bagdad, acco rd in g  to  the  Custom of th a t  coun try  we s l e p t  on the roo f+ 4  
one month e a r l i e r  than anyone e l s e ,  and stayed one month and a h a l f  lo n g e r 
a t  the  end of the season . The members o f^ th e  fam ily  always, in s s i te d  th a t  
I  should come down, because i t  was g e t t in g  too  co ld ; but I  d id  no t l i s t e n  to  
them. I  loved th e /p e r f e c t  q u ie tn e s s ,  th e  m y stic  s i l e n c e ,  the  aw e -in sp rin g , 
h eavenly  "scene} Long a f t e r  m idnight 1” would g e t up, commune w ith  God in  
s p i r i t  and watch the s t a r s  c i r c l i n g  in  t h e i r  m a je s t ic  sp h e re s . There was 
such a s p i r i t u a l i t y  in  th a t  E a s te rn  s i le n c e  th a t  whenever I  th in k o f  i t  I 
f e e l  m yself tra n sp o r te d  to  th o se  d iv in e  n ig h ts  o f c o n c e n tra tio n  and ccm- 
te m p la tio n !"  Then le a v in g  the s o fa ,  he went out on th e  porch and looked 
toward th e  ascend ing  t i e r s  o f  th e  M ountain. J u s t  now they  a re  ca rp e ted  
w ith  g o rse , a lo v e ly  garment o f  yellow  f lo w e rs , which i s  d e l i c a te l y  f r a 
g r a n t .  "See how b e a u t i f u l  a r e  th o se  fu rz e S i"  The f i e l d s ,  the p la in s  and 

Hhe h i l l s  are  crowned w ith  them i" S tepp ing  down from th e  porch  he walked 
on th e  green p a s tu re s  toward the house of Aga Abbas G o li. He asked me 
to  go in  w ith  him. Here he read  s e v e ra l  l e t t e r s  from P e r s ia ,  which he 
had tak en  out o f h is  pocket and drank a cup o f "Z oufa". When he f in ish e d  
read in g  he s a id ; I  am n o t say in g  an y th in g , b u t every week I  re c e iv e  g re a t 
news about th e  p ro g re ss  o f th e  Cause in  P e r s i a . : Most im portan t personages 
have embraced the Bahai R e v e la tio n , b u t a t  ; t h i s  c r u c ia l  tim e, wisdom 
re q u ire s  th a t  t h e i r  names be k ep t s e c r e t .  The te a c h e rs  of th e  Cause of 
World Peace and World R e lig io n  a re  no t s i t t i n g  id l e .  Bay and n ig h t they  are 
w orking. The h e a r ts  a re  b e in g  illu m in ed  w ith  th e  r a y s  of th e  Sun o f R e a lity  
and th e  so u ls  a re  awakened th rough  th e  Bpreaths of th e  Holy S p i r i t . The 
S p i r i t  o f God i s  u s in g  th e se  in s tru m e n ts  i n  a l l  p a r ts  o f the world to  c re a te  
a mighty sy n th e s is  o f  a l l  th a t  which i s  b e é t  in  the w'orld to  c re a te  a mighty
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p as t r e l ig io n s  -  th u s  a l l  mankind may a s s o c ia te  w ith eaoh o th e r  w ith  the  
deepest fe llo w sh ip  and u n iv e r s a l  co n sc io u sn e ss , " le a v in g  th e  room to  
jo in  the  f r ie n d s  in  th e  m eeting , he saw th e  m other o f  Aga Ahhas Goli in  the 
v e s t ib u le .  She i s  a sw eet woman, bu t n o t y e t confirm ed in  the F a i th .  "Hai 
Elai", th e  M aster laughed , a s  he looked a t  h e r .  "What do th e se  Bahais t e l l  
th ee?  A rt thou n o t a f r a id  o f  them? Come, m otheri You and I  w i l l  jo in  our 
fo rc e s  to g e th e r  and f ly  away from them. Then when they  awaken in  th e  morn
ing  and fin d  us n o t h e re , what w i l l  th e y  do? W ill th ey  n o t w orry  them
s e lv e s .  But by th a t  tim e we w il l  be f a r  away, very f a r  away. W ilt thou
come?" And he sa id  a few more wardsiánď a f t e r  a moment he was in  thejtrec-
sp tio n  room, where a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  were aw a itin g  h is  a r r i v a l .  Aga She- -v 
|k h  Mohammed A ll was ch a n tin g  p ra y e rs  when Abdul, Baha e n te re d , and he ^  
asked him to  c o n tin u e . When th e  c h a n tin g  was f in is h e d , he said* "Aga 
Sheikh Mohammed A li ch an ts  the T ab le ts  very  sw ee tly . He en u n c ia te s  the  >  
wprds c le a r ly  and d i s t i n c t l y .  °ne who ch an ts  or. s in g s  must be moved more  ̂
th$n th e  l i s t e n e r s  by the e f f e c t  o f th e  id e a ls  and lo n g in g s  back of th e  |
words; th en  the  aud ience  w i l l  be t h r i l l e d  w ith  th e  new v ib r a t io n s ,  th e  ^
m ystic w il l  be a p p re c ia te d  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  and a r t i s t i c  u p l i f t  be o b ta in - .^  
e d ."  As h is  t a l k  was m ainly  on p ra y e r  and f a s t i n g ,  w i l l  you perm it me to  ' 
t r a n s l a t e  p a r t  o f  i t ?  <5

"These days a re  th e  days o f  Bahai f a s t in g  bu t th e  B lessed P e r fe c t io n  . Í 
has commanded us n o t to  keep i t  in  Turkey; so in s te a d  of t h i s  we keep "
the  F e a s t of Ramazan. For th e  p re se n t th i s  i s  in  accord  w ith  wisdom. As 
we keep th e  l a t t e r ^ t h e  form er i s  l e f t  a s id e .  — My h ig h e s t  lo n g in g  i s  to  ÿ 
keep t h i s  f a s t ,  bu t wisdom must be c o n s id e re d . However, in  o th e r p a r ts  odf 
th e  world th e  b e l ie v e rs  should keep th e  Bahai F e a s t .  The tim e w i l l  a ls o  I  
come f o r th i s  co u n try . Through th i s  F a s t g re a t  s p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  o b ta in ed , 
and joy  and fra g ra n ce  r e a l iz e d .  The sw e e te s t th in g  in  t h i s  world i s  to  ^ 
obey s t r i c t l y  the  commands o f God and shun H is p ro h ib i t io n s .  Through t h i s  ^ 
th e  a t t r a c t i o n s  of th e  Love o f  God w i l l  be c rea ted  in  human co n sc io u sn ess . ^ 
I f  a l l  th e  people o f  the world a r i s e  w ith  swords in  hand to  p rev en t one from 
c a rry in g  out th e  commands o f God, th e j^w ill be unable to  do so . This i s  of̂ „ v 
co u rse  t r u e  o f th o se  so u ls  who a re  m indfu l and aw are; bu t th e  Commands of 'V 
God w i l l  have no e f f e c t  upon those  who a re  n e g lig e n t and h e e d le s s ; excep t 
to  in c re a se  t h e i r  h e e d le s sn e s s . Those persons who a re  co g n izan t and cons-  ̂
c io u s  of Trulih o b ta in  Joy and F rag ran ce , S p i r i t u a l i t y  and c h e e rfu ln e ss  
whenever they obey the law s of God. For example;, th e re  i s  n o th in g  sw ee ter ^  
in  th e  world o f e x is te n c e  th an  'P r a y e r ' .  Man must l i v e  in  a s t a t e  o f p ra y e r  
fu ln ess*  The most b le ssed  c o n d itio n  i s  the  c o n d itio n  of p ray e r and sup- i 
p l i c a t io n .  P ray e r i s  ' co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  God i The, g r e a te s t  a t ta in m e n t or 3 
th e  sw ee tes t s t a t e  i s  no o th e r  th an  'c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  Godî. I t  o re a te s  S 
s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  g e n e ra te s  m indfu lness and c e l e s t i a l  f e e l in g s ,  b eg e ts  th e  a t 
t r a c t io n s  of th e  Kingdom and engenders $he s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  o f the h ig h e r  
in te l l i g e n c e .  The h ig h e s t  a t t r i b u t e  g iven  to ,H is  H o lin ess  Moses i s  the o  
fo llo w in g  v e rse ; "God c a r r ie d  a lo n g  a co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  M oses." What i s  ^ 
p ray e r?  I t  i s  "co n v ersâ t ion w ith G o d .I lf  he c o n c e n tra te s  h is  a t t e n t io n ,  
jfce w i l l  s u re ly  a t  th e  tim e of p ra y e r  r e a l i z e  th a t  he i s  'c o n v e rs in g  w ith  
G od.' Often a t  n ig h t I  do n o t s le e p ,  and. th e  th o u g h ts  o f t h i s  world weigh 
h e a v ily  on my mind. I  to s s  u n e a s i ly  in  my bed. Then in  th e  darkness of 
th e  n ig h t I  g e t up and pray  -  'co n v e rse  w ith  Godî I t  i s  most sw eet and 
u p l i f t i n g .  P ray er and s u p p l ic a t io n  a re  so e f f e c t iv e  a s  to  in s p i r e  o n e 's  
h e a r t  f o r  the whole day w ith  h ig h  id e a ls  and supreme s e re n ity  and cilm ness , 
O ne's h e a r t  must be s e n s i t iv e  to  th e  music o f p ra y e r . He must f e e l  th e  
e f f e c t  o f P ra y e r . - He must n o t be l ik e  an organ from which s o f t e s t  n o te s  
stream  f o r th  w ith o u t hav ing  co n sc io u sn ess of se n sa tio n  in  i t s e l f . " —

<5 •
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In  th e  morning th e  Beloved spoke in  d e t a i l  about c e r t a in  new de- 
velopem ents in  the T heosophical S o c ie ty  in  I n d ia ,  and t h e i r  th eo ry  th a t  
th e re  are f iv e  M asters l iv in g  In  th i s  day. "There is  a lw ay s" , he s a id , 
"One sun in  th e  sky d u rin g  th e  day . There a re  n o t.« jiv e  su n s . C h r is t  
was s in g le  and p e e r le s s  in  h is  own day , lik e w ise  Moses and B ah a 'o ’l l a h .  
Every p r in c ip le  must be a t te s t e d  w ith  rea so n  and lo g is : and n o t based 
on mere a s s e r t io n .

►

Ahqjad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel,

H a ifa ,  S y r ia .  March 16, 1914.

Dear F riends

"The E d ito r  o f  a newspaper or  m agazine", the  B eloved  s a id  to 

the  w r i t e r  o f  a B e ir u t  d a i l y  t h i s  morning, "must e v e r  take the s id e  of  

Truth. Every f a c t  b e fo r e  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  must be thorou gh ly  in v e s t ig a t e d .  

An e d i t o r  i s  the  moulder o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n s ,  th e  ed u ca to r  o f  the m asses  

o f  mankind. Truth i s  h i s  s h a r p e s t  weapon. F o r c e f u l ,  s tr o n g  s ta te m e n ts  his 

im pregnable  f o r t ,  and p l a i n ,  d i r e c t  language h i s  s h i e l d .  He must be a 

w orsh ipper o f  tru th ,,  th e  sta n d a rd b ea rer  o f  j u s t i c e ,  and the  champion o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n .  He must lo o k  upon h i s  p o s i t i o n  as a sa c r e d  t r u s t ,  n o t  to  

be bought by th e  p lu t o c r a t s  and s o - c a l l e d  c a p ta in s  o f  I n d u s tr y .  He must 

d i v e s t  h im s e l f  o f  a l l  p r e ju d ic e  and h i s  a s p ir a t io n s  must be such  as w i l l  

prove a l t r u i s t i c  and advantageous to  the whole community. He must belie-ve  

c o n s c io u s ly  th a t  he i s  the r e a l  s e r v a n t  o f  the  p u b l ic  and n o t  t h e i r  over

b ear in g  lo r d .  He must se r v e  a l l ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  any p e r so n a l  p r e d i l e c -  

t l o n  or  i n c l i n a t i o n .  " Then he spoke about o th e r  I n t e r e s t in g  s u b j e c t s ,  

d e s c r ib in g  to him the r ep ro d u c t io n  o f  the  p a l a c e .o f  A l l  Amrah which he 

v i s i t e d  during  h i s  so jo u rn  i n  S t u t t g a r t .  When the E d ito r  l e f t  he was n o t  

o n ly  c o n sc io u s  o f  the  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  but  

he was a l s o  inform ed w ith  the  P r i n c ip l e s  o f  th e  Cause and a s h o r t  h i s t o i y  

o f  th e  Movement.

Then th e  M a ster ssen t  f o r  Ebne Abhar, and he p r e se n te d  to  him a 

most e x h a u s t iv e  accou n t o f  the  p r o g r e ss  o f  e d u c a t io n  amongst the Bahais  

i n  P e r s ia  and how i n  ev ery  c i t y  they  are ta k in g  a c t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  to  

found s c h o o l s ,  n o t  o n ly  f o r  boys but f o r  g i r l s .  From every  p a r t  they  are  

w r it in g  to  Teheran f o r  te a c h e r s ;  g i r l s  and .boys are most ea g er  to le a r n ,  

and th e  l i b e r a l  members o f  th e  community are  do in g  t h e i r  u tm ost to s a t 

i s f y  t h i s  u n iv e r s a l  hunger f o r  knowledge.: The M aster was most p le a s e d  

w ith  th e  g low ing  r e p o r t  . "Yes! Y es," h e  s a i d ,  "The Bahais must be the':. 

r e a l  s e r v a n ts  o f  the  Cause f o r  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n .  They must n o t  f a l l  

behind i n  any branch o f  s c i e n c e .  They must be i n  the vanguard o f  the
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army of  ed u ca t io n .  Education  i s  the  l i f e  of a n a t io n .  Without i t  the na

t i o n  i s  dead ."  -

Then somehow the  name of Mary Magdalene was mentioned and he 

gave a glowing, e loquen t  t r i b u t e  to  t h i s  p e e r l e s s  woman of C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

"Having" he con t inued ,  "a l read y  made f i rm  and s t e a d f a s t  the shaking and ■ 

d o u b tfu l  A pos t le s ,  she s t a r t e d  on h e r  famous journey toward Rome— the 

then  renowned C a p i ta l  of  the Roman Empire. When she reached Rome, one o f , 

the Roman g e n e ra l s ,  who was fo rm erly  i n  P a l e s t i n e  and knew h e r  i n t i m a t e 

ly ,  met h e r .  Not knowing o f  the  change which had come over  h e r  during  

t h e i r  s e p a r a t i o n ,  he r e j o i c e d  i n  h i s  h e a r t  t h a t  the old  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

would he e s t a b l i s h e d  between them, and t h e r e f o r e  he g ree ted  h e r  with 

open arms and g r e a t  dem ons tra t ion .  But something i n  h e r  a t t i t u d e  and 

bea r ing  stunned him, and a f l a s h  from h e r  p e n e t r a t i v e  eyes conveyed to 

him i n  a' vague manner, the tremendous moral t r an s fo rm a t io n  t h a t  had taken, 

p lace  i n  h e r  l i f e .  'No! No!.' she c r i e d  o u t .  'This  i s  im p o ss ib le .  Th© 

p a s t  i s  dead. Not one t r a c e  of the  o ld  co n d i t io n s  remains beh ind .  Hast 

thou no t  heard  o f  the  appearance., of Chr is t?  I have embraced His Cause. I 

have become His humble s e rv a n t .  I have burned away a l l  world ly  d e s i r e s  

a t  the a l t e r  of  His lo v e .  I have f e l t  immy h e a r t  the  th robs  of  regenera

t i o n .  I am in to x i c a t e d  w i th  the Wine of His T e a c h in g s , . I  have quaffed  

from His Hand the  Water of  E v e r l a s t in g  L i f e .  He has i n s t r u c t e d  me i n  the 

s p i r i t u a l  p rece p ts  of c e l e s t i a l  s a n c t i t y  and h o l i n e s s .  Ihhave l e f t  behinl 

—oh, so many hundreds of  leagues  beh ind— those  da rk ,  s o rd id  worlds of 

moral l a x i t y  and lo o se n e s s .  I  have washed my s l a t e  c l e a n .  I have l e f t  

the  zigzag byways of  p a s s io n  and am walking s t r a i g h t  i n  the Path  of  the 

Kingdom. |£ .nce the  day t h a t  I  b e l ie v e d  i n  C h r i s t ,  I have c o l l e c t e d  the 

broken anil s c a t t e r e d  f ragments  of my l i f e  and have d e d ic a te d  myself  to 

the  s e r v i c e  of my fellow-men. Lo! Friend!  The s t a r  of  a new hope i s  

sh in in g  over  my horizfcn; the  F i r e  of the  Holy p a s s io n  i s  burning i n  my 

h e a r t ,  and the, waters  of  a d iv in e  f o u n ta in  a re  gushing from my inmost 

b e i n g ! ' The General ,  f e e l i n g  the s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e  and v ib r a t i o n s  of these



words, f e l l  bacit on h i s  own r e s o u rc e s ,  confused and ashamed. He had not 

expected such a d i r e c t  r e b u f f ,  and a l though  he d id  no t  a t  the time com

prehend f u l l y  the  f a r - r e a c h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of h e r  words, y e t  they gave 

him the  most uneasy f e e l i n g s .  R ea l iz in g  t h a t  t h i s  was the  p sycho log ica l  

time to  ga in  herjpolnt ,  she s t a r t e d  to  t a l k  aga in  b e fo re  he was able  to 

c o n t ro l  h im se l f :  ' I  have only one request;  to make of th ee ,  no t  f o r  the 

sake of p a s t  f r i e n d s h i p ,  because t h a t  i s  dead, bu t  f o r  the  sake of the 

Cause t h a t  I  have a t  h e a r t , — arrange  f o r  me an audience with  the Emper

o r .  I f  thou b r i n g e s t  about t h i s  meeting between the Emperor and myself ,  

then I w i l l  give my consent  to become thy wife according  to la w . '  He 

p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  could no t  be done; b u t  she i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he could do 

i t .  The G e n e r a l ' l e f t  h e r ,  and a f t e r  s e v e r a l  va in  a t tem pts  to p rocure  the 

meeting he was s u c c e s s f u l ,  and the  time was s e t  f o r  such an audience .  

Alone, f e e r l e a s ,  and s e l f - c o n f i d e n t ,  Mary Magdalene s tood  g r a c e f u l ly  

be fo re  the .Emperor.  She made an i d e a l  p i c t u r e  of repose  and u n d is tu rb ed  

calmness.  The Emperor, look ing  a t  h e r ,  thought she was a p i t i f u l  s u p p l i 

ant., who came to ask f o r  a g i f t  from h i s  hand o r  to i n t e r c e d e  f o r  h i s  

mercy f o r  the  i n j u r i e s  wrought by the  l e g io n s .  I n s p i r e d ,  and w ith  simple 

eloquence ,  she r a i s e d  h e r  v o ice :  'S i r e !  Sure ly  thou h a s t  heard  of  the 

coming of Jesus  C h r i s t  i n  P a le s t in e !  In  Jerusa lem He was c r u c i f i e d  

through the  accu sa t io n s  of  the  H ig h - p r i e s t s  and Rabbis .  I am one of  His 

humble f o l lo w e r s .  The C h r i s t i a n s  have d e leg a ted  me to come to thee w ith  

the fo l low ing  message: I t  i s  well  known t h a t  the  H ig h -p r ie s t s  and doctois  

condemmed C h r i s t  to  d e a th .  They i n c i t e d  the populace to demand His c ru 

c i f i x i o n  from the  Government. Thus the  Governor was fo rc e d  i n t o  t h i s  a c t  

by the u rg en t  demand of the  p u b l i c .  How t h a t  t h e i r  mad p ass io n  i s  calmed 

down, they have r e a l i z e d  how they were fo o led  by t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  le ad e rs  

i n  condeming a holy  man to d e a th .  Hence they have a r i s e n  with  g r e a t  f u ry  

to p e r s e c u te  and k i l l  t h e i r  h i g h - p r i e s t s .  But C h r i s t  does no t  approve of 

vengence, and those  who., a re  walking i n  His f o o t - s t e p s  a re  n o t  p leased  

w ith  i t .  The p r i n c i p l e s  of  C h r i s t ' s  l i f e  were love and mercy. He prayed 

f o r  His enemies on the  c r o s s .  He came i n t o  the world i n  o rd e r  to show
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men a new a p p l i c a t i o n  of the  Law of Love,and embodied t h i s  d iv in e  i d e a l  

i n  h i s  l i f e .  He was the founder  of the  law of  n o n r e s i s t a n c e .  Now the 

C h r i s t i a n s  beg your Majesty to i s s u e  a ro y a l  e d i c t  to  the  Governor of 

Je rusa lem to s to p  the  Jews from p e r s e c u t in g  t h e i r  own l e a d e r s .  This was 

my message. ’The Emperor was g r e a t l y  moved and Impressed by such a s t r a n  

s t r a n g e  r e q u e s t  and i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  he i s s u ed  a f te rw ard  such an o rder  to 

the  c i v i l  a u t h o r ! t i e s o f  Rome i n  the  Holy Land.— L a te r  on the General 

m arr ied  Marfc Magdalene and she l i v e d  i n  .Rome u n t i l  the  end of h e r  l i f e -  

ev e r  se rv in g  to the  b e s t  of  h e r  a b i l i t y  the Cause of  C h r i s t  and i n v i t i n g  

new so u ls  to the Kingdom of God.’

From t h i s  most wonderful s to r y  the Beloved tu rned  h is  

a t t e n t i o n  to a p o e t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  l i f e  of S t .  Barbara and h e r  

g lo r io u s  martyrdom a t  the hand of h e r  f a t h e r .  From morning t i l l  noon 

we s a t  i n  His Presence and the  p r i c e l e s s  words of  the t r e a s u ry  of the 

Kingdom flowed from h i s  l i p s .  I t  i s  simply im poss ib le  to d e s c r ib e  these 

hours of heavenly  a s s o c i a t i o n .  In  the world of e x i s te n c e  th e re  i s  n o th 

ing  more g lo r io u s  t h a n . t o  have a Beloved l i k e  Abdul Baha. When he s t a r t s  

to speak p r  smile  I am lost ,  to  a l l  t h a t  ;may be going on around me, my 

whole a t t e n t i o n  i s  ce n te red  on h i s  words and the  marvelous e f f e c t  they 

have on the h e a r t s  of  the h e a r e r s .  Beside h is  love  I wish f o r  no th ing  

e l s e .  Every one Knows t h a t  we a re  n o t  even worthy to r e c e iv e  a drop out 

of the ocean of h i s  love .  Who am I? Who are  you? Who a re  we? Nothing} 

Abdul Baha does no t  need any one of us , iH e  does h i s  own work. Are we led  

to assume s u p e r i o r i t y  over  o th e r s  because we can d e l i v e r  a l e c t u r e  be

f o r e  an audience ,  o r  a re  w r i t i n g  a few i n s i g n i f i c a n t  l e t t e r s ,  o r  are  

t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  the  sake of  the  Cause, o r  because Abdul Baha has been 

hind and g rac ious  to us? How narrow i s  óur thought! How small  i s  our 

b ra in !  Are we going to make t h i s  Holy Cause a source  f o r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

and p r i v i l e g e s ?  Do we th in k  to s u f f e r  o th e rs  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  Abdul Baha 

bestows uponr; h i s  d i s c i p l e s  any world ly  t i t l e ?  I s  t h i s  our  conception 

of  the  Cause? Is  t h i s  our unders tand ing  : of the s p i r i t  of t h i s  Movement?
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I s  t h i s  th e  Church o f  Rome, to  have p r i e s t s  and c a r d in a ls  and monsigneuis 

and f a t h e r s  s u p e r io r  or  th e  camp o f  a m i l i t a r y  Napoleon to  confer: the  

t i t l e s  o f  F ie ld -  M arshals, G enerals and a d ju ta n ts?  Great heaven! What aie 

a l l  th e s e  v a in  id e a s !  Where do th e s e  unholy  brood in gs come from? The 

g r e a t e s t  and most h ea v en ly  t i t l e s — i f  t i t l e s  we may c a l l  them— are those 

o f  "Servants" and "M aid -servan ts" , What t i t l e  has our B eloved s e l e c t e d  

f o r  h im s e l f? " !  am the Servant o f  God. I am1 the s e r v a n t  o f  the se rv a n ts  

o f  God!" he s a y s ,r e p e a t e d ly ,  At th e  end o f  every  T a b le t  th a t  he sends  

out in t o  the world how does he s ig n  h im se lf?  F r ien d s!  L et us always r e 

mind o u r s e lv e s  th a t  t h i s  i s  a p u re ly  s p i r i t u a l  Cause and those  who have 

a ccep ted  i t  sh ou ld  n e v e r  th in k  f o r  a moment th a t  they  are go ing  to  r e 

c e iv e  any t i t l e s  or  emoluments. The Bahais are a community o f  s e r v a n ts  

and maid s e r v a n t s ,  b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s .  The o n ly  mark o f  d i s t i n c t i o n

i s  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  and i t s  r e s u l t s  are  h u m i l i t y ,  m eekness, the absence o f
i

any f e e l i n g  o f  s u p e ř o r i t y ,  and u t t e r  s u b m is s iv e n e s s .

In  th e  a f te r n o o n  the  Beloved: r e c e iv e d  the  V a l i  o f  B e ir u t  

and o th e r  o f f i c i a l s ,  and e n t e r t a in e d  them f o r  lo n g e r  than an hour w ith  

the  s t o r i e s  o f  h i s  t r i p  to  America and Europe. L ater  i n  the e v e n in g ,  we 

had a m ee t in g . As I was t r a n s l a t i n g  f o r  H âjl Mirza Haydar A l i ,  I a r r iv e d  

a l i t t l e  l a t e ,  but I caught up jt-he thread  o f  h i s  t a l k .  He was sp eak in g  

o f  the  decadence and com plete  d i s o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the  p r e s e n t  ord er  o f  the 

Ulemas, and t h e i r  form er power and in f l u e n c e .  He i l l u s t r a t e d  the p o in t  ly 

a s t o r y  from the. r ic h  record s  o f  the Mohammedans a t  the time o f  the Con

q u es t  o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le .  T a b le ts  were chanted  and the m eeting  was brought 

to an end. The b e l i e v e r s  were f i l l e d  w ith  the fr a g r a n c e  o f  h i s  words.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Banal w e s t ,  Mount Carmel,

H a ifa ,  S y r ia ,  March 17, 1914.

Dear F r ie n d s :-
i

Everywhere the  g r e a t  Cause o f  U n iv e r sa l  Brotherhood i s  advan- I

c ln g .  The world o f .h u m an ity  i s  ready f o r  i t .  Oh! The l i g h t  o f  the  Sun o f
>

Truth i s  breaking  upon us;  the  lamps o f  gu idance are paving the way and 

the songs o f  p r a i s e  are heard from a l l  the  fo u r  co rn ers  o f  the  e a r th .

0 ye s o u ld ie r s  o f  the  Kingdom! Gird up th e  l o i n s  o f  endeavor, put on the 

armor o f  s e r v i c e ,  rush toward the  arena o f  a c t i v i t y  and jo in  your v o ic e s  

w ith  the  conquering h o s t s  o f  human s o l i d a r i t y .  In  th e se  days s u c c e s s iv e  

good news i s  r e c e iv e d  from In d ia ,  our f r i e n d s  are  working u n sp a r in g ly  i 

to  spread the  G la d -T id in g s .  With the  l i g h t e d  to r c h e s  c a r r ie d  h ig h  i n  j 

t h e i r  hands, they  are running through the. darkened v a l l e y s  o f  s u p e r s t i 

t i o n s ,  and are g a th e r in g  around the  Banner o f  R e a l i t y  men and women from  

a l l  r e l i g i o n s  and n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  In d ia  i s 1 b e in g  prepared  f o r  th e  triumph- jI
a l  en try  o f  the  s p i r i t u a l  King— the  p e o p le  are e x p e c ta n t .  R ight and l e f t  

they ask: "When i s  He coming? Are we n o t  go in g  to s e e  w ith  our own e y es  

the  Servant o f  God? We are  so  p oor , oh! so poor; we are un ab le  to  tra v e l;  

but we lo n g ,  oh! so lo n g  to  touch  th e  hem o f  h i s  garment! W ill  he n o t  

come to  us? Does he h ear  our c o n s ta n t  c a l l i n g  to  him from India? We wouH 

g la d ly  s a c r i f i c e  our l i v e s  i f  we cou ld  j u s t  lo o k  i n t o  H is D iv in e  F ace .

Are we not worthy o f  h i s  b o u n t ie s?  We are  l i v i n g  i n  darkn ess and we yearn 

f o r  the  l i g h t  o f  h i s  cou n ten an ce . We are h o p e le s s ;  we d e s i r e  to  become 

h o p efu l through h i s  a c t i v e  example i n  ou rm id st. We are h i s  sheep; we beg 

f o r  the  p r o t e c t in g  power o f  h i s  rod . We are in d ig e n t ;  we hope to r e c e iv e  

a p o r t io n  from h i s  e n d le s s  t r e a s u r y .  I s  he coming to  us r e a l  soon? D a ily  

we pray th a t  he may come, b r in g in g  w ith .h im  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l in g  and com

f o r t .  A l l  o th e r  c o u n t r iè s  w i l l  be i n d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t t e d  through h i s  t r i p  

to In d ia !"  Such c r i e s  and ech oes  are r e c e iv e d  from th a t  land! Mrs. S tan-  

nard, i n  a lon g  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  from Madras, from which I quote on ly  

e x t r a c t s ,  sa y s :  "I have c a l l e d ' o n  h ig h  c ^ a s t  Hindus,:, connected  w ith  the  

f r i e n d s  I used to  know., They own one o f  the  le a d in g  m agazines i n  t h i s



s e c t i o n  of I n d ia .  They a re  the f r i e n d s  of Mr. E r ic  Hammond, the c u l t u r e d ’ 

London f r i e n d .  The Bahai Cause i s  l i t t l e ' k n o w n  i n  most p a r t s  of In d ia ,  

and we must leave  no s tone  un turned  to  r a i s e  our v o ic e s ,  teach  the Cause 

and g e t , p r i n t e d  m a t te r  out f o r  the In fo rm at ion  of the  p u b l i c . —  Here as 

elsewhere our only channels  are  the T h e is t s ,  Bramo-Somaj and a few Rama 

Krishna peop le .  I looked up the  young e d i t o r  of  the Vedanta Jo u rn a l ,  

BRAHMA VADIN, and we a re  good f r i e n d s .  He i s  much s t r u c k  with the magni

tude o f  our Movement. I  have l e n t  him the Hidden Words and the c l ip p in g s  

of  my l e c t u r e s .  He has sugges ted  t h a t  I  writ:e a small  a r t i c l e ,  s t a t i n g  

how much i n  harmony I f i n d  the gospe l  of'. Ramakrishna and the Bahai Teach

i n g s . ----The nex t  number of BRAHMA VADIM i s  going to be a* b ig  Veve-Kenan

da ^number, so i f  I g e t  something i n  i t  w i l l  be of g r e a t  b e n e f i t  to  the 

Cause. He knows t h a t  h i s  jo u rn a l  i n  no t  u n iv e r s a l  enough, and wants to 

a c t  on my su gges t ion  of widening i t  through our Movement. I have given 

him Abdul Baha’s Edinburg l e c t u r e  to p r i n t  a looo cop ies  f o r  me to give 

away a f t e r  l e c t u r e s . T e l l  the Master w ith  a l l  my love t h a t  I am g e t t i n g  

up l e a f l e t s  through a l l  the se  groups I meet. They have t h e i r  own aims

and o b je c t s  of i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  a m i ty .  i n  a few weeks I s h a l l  have a

l o t  of m a te r i a l  f o r  f u t u r e  l e c t u r e s ,  as the Ind ians  j u s t  rush  f o r  l i t e r a 

tu re  a f t e r  each t a l k .  I s h a l l  t r y  to do something l i k e  t h a t  i n  C a lcu t ta ,  

and have s e n t  to Rangoon f o r  some Hidden Words which s u i t s  the  Hindu min 

They are  tremendous r e a d e r s ,  and when I g e t  the  book l i s t s  f o r  them they

crowd up and a l l  a re  busy tak ing  down names..---- I wish so much the Maste

could see sometimes the s t r a n g e  s i g h t s  of these  r e l i g i o u s  Hindus as they 

s i t  and l i s t e n  to the un fo ld in g  of the  s to r y  and t ragedy  of the Cause, 

of the way the L ight  a ro s e ,  how the R e v e la t io n  spread  over the world 

from behind p r i s o n  doo rs ,  how the Great  M a n i fe s ta t io n  d id  n o t  s tand  up 

and l e c t u r e  o r  p reach  openly and how the Will  of  God l e d  Him to the 

C h r i s t i a n  and Judaic  Holy Land, and how His son, Abdul Baha, l e f t  the 

p r i s o n  to meet a l l  the schoo ls  of r e l i g i o u s  l e a r n in g  of Europe and Amer

i c a ,  e t c . ,  and h i s  g r e a t  su c ce s s .  Then the m iss ion  of u n iv e r s a l  peace



sp read  "by t h i s  R e v e la t io n ,  e t c , ,B y  the time I have spoken one hour, the 

room i s  i n  deep s i l e n c e  and they a re  as r i g i d  and s t i l l  as i f  carved in  

s to n e .  Rot one eye d e v ia te s  from my eyes .  They seem as i f  they were ;)ust 

l i s t e n i n g  or  watching b locks  of wood. When I have f i n i s h e d ,  some seem 

q u i t e  dazed,  and then a ru sh  i s  made f o r  hooks and in fo rm a t io n .  I t  i s  a 

deeply  i n t e r e s t i n g  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s tudy  and oh! how necessa ry  i t  i s  here <fc 

to  l i n k  up f o r c e s . My whole work i s  to  b r in g  u n i f i c a t i o n  of  i d e a l s  and 

p r i n c i p l e s .  We a re  a l l  working to reach  the same goa l ,  and h a l f  of these 

T h e is ts  a re  r e a l l y  Bahais  i n  s p i r i t .  The Bremo-.Soma3 have to be ca re fu l ly  

d e a l t  w i th ,  as they have a h o r r o r  of the  C h r i s t i a n  dogma of ^ i n c a r n a 

t i o n .  The Bahai Movement wants powerful c o -o p e ra t io n  w i th  c e r t a i n  p rac 

t i c a l  g ro u p s .—  I t  i s  indeed very  p a t h e t i c  to h e a r  these  Hindus ask 

ea g e r ly :  'When i s  He coming? Do you th in k  He w i l l  come to Ind ia?- '— 1 Of

te n  I cry i n t o  t h e i r  e a r s : : ; 'T h i s  i s  the time of Krishna and the per iod  

of Zoroas te r!  ÎOh! men! (^Your Promised D e l iv e r e r  h a th  come. Through Him;we 

must p l a n t  the  f l a g  of i n t e r - r a c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  U nity .  We can make th is  

Cause a g r e a t  U n ive rsa l  p iv o t  of Brotherhood between E as t  and West and a 

bond of u n i ty  between r e l i g i o n s . - - - '  God i s  shaping th ingd  i n  His own 

way. "

From ano the r  q u a r t e r  comes an i n t e r e s t i n g  b i t  of news, w r i t t e n  by

one of the  Bahai s tu d e n ts  of the College i n  B e i r u t .  He says:  "An in c id en t
l a s t

worth n o t ing  took p la ce  week. The P re s id e n t  of the  College ,  on the 

occas ion  of the  e l e c t i o n  of  Badl E ffend i  to the chairmanship  of  the L i te r  

ary Club, r e f e r r e d  to the Cause i n  the  p resence  of  an audience mainly 

composed of  the  P ro fe s s o r s ,  members of the F acu l ty  and t h e i r  wives— a 

w e l l  ba lanced ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  audience .  P re s id e n t  B l i s s  spoke i n  h igh  terms 

of  the  benign e f f e c t s  of the  Cause on the world i n  g e n e ra l .  He r e f e r r e d  

e s p e c i a l l y  to the  a t t i t u d e  of  the Cause to the Peace Movement — th a t  the 

Bahai Movement has s e t  the  world a s t i r  and made i t  conscious  and aware ď  

the  barbar ism and savagery of w a r ; t h a t  s t i l l  permeates the  atmosphere of 

c i v i l i z e d  n a t io n s . .H e  adm itted  t h a t  t h i s  was a noble  i d e a l ,  which should 

be fo l low ed by a l l  those  who a re  working to secu re  t r u e  happiness  and



4. I
su cc ess  to  the  world o f  hum anity." I

For th e  l a s t  th r ee  d a y s ,  S ir o cc o  has been b low ing  over  I  

H aifa . I t  i s  a im ost o p p r e s s iv e ,  e n e r v a t in g  wind, coming from the Lybian I  

D e s e r t s .  I t  has the  e f f e c t  o f  s la c k e n in g  o n e 's  e n e r g ie s  and making one I  

in d u le n t  and s l e e p y .  I t  seemed to  me t h a t  I wanted to  s l e e p  a l l  the t i n e . I

I t  had, however, abated  a l i t t l e  t h i s  ev en in g  b e fo r e  I came to  bed . I

E arly  t h i s  morning the B eloved  came down tw ice  to meet Ha^i I

Abbas who has been brought here  from the h o s p i t a l .  He was very  kind and I

lo v in g  to  him, and d i c t a t e d  a T a b le t  to  an o ld  b e l i e v e r  i n  Acca about I

him, arran gin g  h i s  t r a n s fe r e n c e  to  th e  l a t t e r  town. B efore  the Beloved I

l e f t  the  room, he put i n  the  palm o f  h i s  hand s e v e r a l  E n g lish  pounds. I

L ater  on i n  th e  day I was c a l l e d  I n to  h i s  P r e se n c e ,  and he spoke b r i e f l y  I 

about the  dangers which have always surrounded him from h i s  ch ild h o o d .

I asked him about the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  the "Horn o f  s a lv a t io n "  mentioned  

i n  one o f  the  G o sp e ls .  Ha s a id :  C h r is t  was known by the name o f  the Lamb.' • v.- I
The on ly  means o f  d e fe n c e  th a t  the lamb p o s s e s s e s  are h i s  h orn s . Now the: 

means th a t  the  Lamb o f  God defended  h im s e l f  w ith  were His H orn s,—i n  

o th e r  words, His U t te r a n c e s ,  His t e a c h in g s .  From the s p i r i t u a l  s ta n d 

p o in t  he 'sa v e d '  the  w orld w ith  H is Horn - - H is  T e a ch in g s ." — In  the, a f te r  

noon th e re  was a g e n e r a l  m eeting  a t  the Holy Tomb o f  the  Bab, a t  Which 

the  M aster was p resen t.,  bu t he d id  n o t  sp eak . In  the  even in g  Mirza Hadi, 

Monavar Khanom, Rouha Khanom, Mrs. Hoag and o th e r s  a r r iv e d  from B e ir u t  

a f t e r  a w eek 's  s t a y  th e r e .  Two young men from Teheran and one from 

Cairo a r r iv e d .

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahaf'-'S-e^t-s-^^
H a ifa ,  S y r ia ,  March 1 8 ,1 9 1 4 .  ^

Dear F r ie n d s : -
C o n su lta t io n  in  a l l  the  a f f a i r s  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  Cause i s  th e  i n 

a l i e n a b le  r ig h t  o f  every  Bahai A ssem bly, I t  i s  a r ig h t  granted  by Baha 
f o ^ l a h ,  and w i l l  never  be a b roga ted . I t  i s  unchangeable and the  bed
ro ck  upon which our s p i r i t u a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e  i s  r e a r e d .  I t  is  
the Magna Charta o f  a Bahai o r g a n i s a t io n .  W ithout i t ,  the body w i l l  
remain l i f e l e s s ,  the fo u n ta in  w i l l  bo dr ied  up, th e  eyes  w i l l  grow dim, 
the  hands limp,' the f e e t  h a lt in g '  and a l l  th e  a c t i v e  members o f  the  con
s t i t u t i o n  f e t t e r e d  and chained* C o n su lta t io n  i s  the  v i t a l  fo r c e  o f  th e  
Bahai work. Without i t  th e  t in y  seed w i l l  n o t  become a m ig h ty -o v er sh a 
dowing t r e e .  I t  i s  the  sun o f  t h i s  day and d i s p e n s a t io n .  I t s  p e n e t r a t in g  
ra y s  have d i s p e l l e d  th e  gloomy darkness o f  the lo n g  n ig h t  o f  ign oran ce  
and ir o n -c la d  r u l e .  Through i t s  h e a v e n ly  e f f u lg e n c e  th e  world o f  human
i t y  i s  i l lu m in e d ,  the  minds p u r i f i e d ,  the  h e a r t s  begemmed w ith  the  s t a r s  
o f  wisdom, th e  s l a v e s  are l i b e r a t e d ,  th e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  un fo lded  and 
u n lim ite d  p r o g r e s s  in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  made p o s s i b l e .  C o n su lta t io n  i s  the  
sea  and we a l l  are th e  d iv e r s ;  w ith o u t  d iv in g  to  i t s  bottom we w i l l  not  
g a th e r  th e  p e a r l s  o f  r ip e  judgement and th e  c o r a l s  o f  sound d e c i s i o n .  I t  
i s  a broad highway prepared f o r  u s  by th e  Lord o f  mankind. S u re ly  t h i s  
i s  much p r e fe r a b le  to  the  eg^rem ely crooked t r a i l  through the  dense jun
g l e  o f  human o p in io n s  w hich, f i l l e d  w ith  thorny undergrow ths and p o i 
sonous sh ru b s . C o n s u lta t io n  i s  the s p i r i t u a l  e l e c t r i c i t y  o f  t h i s  u l t r a 
moderní a g e .  Today i f  th e  u s e f u l  s e r v ic e  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  w ith h e ld  from 
a c i v i l i z e d  c i t y ,  a l l  the a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  be impeded but s to p p ed .  
T?e w i l l  n o t  be a b le  to  t a l k  w ith  our f r i e n d s  through the  t e le p h o n e ,  or 
send them m essages  over  the  w ir e .  .E l e c t r i c  wars w i l l  s to p  and i n t e r -  
urban communication w i l l  be suspended. The w e l l -o r d e r e d  system s o f  com
m u n ica tion  and i l lu m in a t io n  w i l l  be thrown in t o  u t t e r  c o n fu s io n ,  and by  
n ig h f  darkness w i l l  spread i t s  wing over th e  c i t y .  Thugs, rob b ers'an d  
ass is ln á?  w i l l  come out o f  t h e i r  h id in g  p la c e s  to pU m der and k i l l ,  spread
ing a r e ig n  o f  t e r r o r  everyw here. In a s im i la r  manner, .if ' the  l i g h t  o f  
c o n s u l t a t io n  i s  r e s t r a in e d  from a Bahai A ssem bly, s p i r i t u a l  o l ig a r c h y  
w i l l  in  the  long  run r a i s e  i t s  ominous head; m oral d esp o tism  w i l l  en
fo r c e  i t s  w i l l ;  t h e o c r a t i c  a ssu m p tion s and graded , p r i e s t l y  t i t l e s  w i l l  
come in to  u s e ,  thu s th r e a te n in g  the s im p le ,  lo v in g  p eo p le  in t o  ob ed ien ce;  
s p i r i t u a l  a u to c r a c y  w ith  i t s  Prime M in is te r  a b so lu t ism  'w i l l  s t a l k  abroad 
naked, unabashed, c o ld ,  h e a r t l e s s ,  p r y in g  around fo r  i t s  in n o ce n t  v ic t im s  
and stamping under i t s  f e e t  th e  common, b a s i c  law s o f  hum anity. Consul
t a t i o n  i s  th e  "Strong Rope"; l e t  us hold f a s t  to  i t .  C o n su lta t io n  i s  the  
fundam ental p r i n c ip l e  o f  a B ahai c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  l e t  u s  p r o t e c t  i t .  CobtiI -  

• ta t io n  i s  the  c e l e s t i a l  g i f t , c o n f e r r e d  upon us by Abdul Baha, and he w i l l  
never take i t  back . C o n s u lta t io n  i s  th e  p a la c e  o f  w e lfa r e  and p r o s p e r i t y : ;  
l e t  us abide Ujt i t  fo r e v e r  and n ever  le a v e  i t s  m a j e s t ic  p o r t a l s .  Consul
t a t i o n  i s  the  Ark o f  S a lv a t io n ;  l e t  u s  s a i l  on i t  u n t i l  we reach  the ha
ven o f  s a f e t y .  C o n su lta t io n  i s  one o f  the  e f f u l g e n c e s  o f  the Holy S p i r i t ;  
l e t  us n o t  d ep r iv e  o u r e e l f e s  o f  i t s  b o u n t ie s .  C o n su lta t io n  i s  th e  s o lv e n t  
o f  a l l  our human and s p i r i t u a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  l e t  u s  apply  i t .  C o n su lta t io n  
i s  the  panacea fo r  the  h- a l ip g  o f  a l l  our s o c i a l  and m oral d i s e a s e s ;  l e t  
u s employ i t .  C o n su lta t io n  i s  th e  u n iv e r s a l  energy  which i s  f e e d in g  d a i ly  
a l l  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o r g a n iz a t io n s ;  l e v  us a v a i l  o u r s e lv e s  o f  i t s  i n -
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e x h a u s tib le  su p p ly . Throufflr'Ctmaultat1.nn.r^tfcg-Caage w i l l  be prom otéd, the 

^ r la d - T id in g s  o f  the- Kingdom w i l l  be d e c ls s e d , th e  f ra g ra n c e s  o f  th e  ro se  
^ j;a rd e n  o f  P a ra d ise  w i l l  be d if fu s e d , th e  banners o f th e  Army o f  God w i l l  

be  h o is te d , th e  h idden  M y s te r ie s  o f  T ruth  w i l l  be d isc lo se d  and th e  army 
o f  th e  lo rd  o f mankind r e in fo rc e d .  Through C o n su lta tio n , u n i ty  o f p u r
pose i s  o b ta in e d , e s p r i t  de oopps i3  r e a l i z e d ,  th e  aims o f d iv in e  s o c i
e ty  a re  m a n ife s te d , th e  countenance o f th e  ^eloved  o f  th e  Covenant i s  
uai&žd and th e  g o o d -p lea su re  o f  th e  lo rd  g a in ed . In  a T ab le t p u b lish ed  
in  C airo  s e v é fa l  y e a rs  ago, th e  M aster, g iv e s  th e  fo llo w in g  g e n e ra l view 
concern ing  th e  P r in c ip le s  o f  C o n s u lta tio n .

,rYou have asked concern ing  C o n su lta tio n , to  th e  p r a c t ic e e s  o f which 
we a re  a l l  commanded. The c a rd in a l  id e a  o f c o n s u lta t io n  i s  based upon 
th e  p r in c ip le  th a t  th e  unaminous co u n se ls  o f s e v e ra l  persons i s  w eigh t
i e r  than  th e  op in ion  o f  a s in g le  in d iv id u a l .  The ; combined fo rc e  o f a nu
merous army i s  u n q u es tio n ab ly  g r e a te r  th an  a s in g le  man. C onsequently  
c o n s u lta t io n  i s  beloved a t  th e  Threshold o f th e  A lm ight^and i s  one o f  
th e  commandments. C o n s u lta tio n  i s  n e c e ssa ry  in  a l l  th e  common, human*af
f a i r s  a s  w e ll .as in  th e  most im p o rta n t, g e n e ra l m a t te r s .  For exam ple, s 
should a p erson  d e s ire  to  u n d ertak e  a work, i f  he w i l l  c o n s u lt  about i t  
w ith  a number o f h is  b r e th e rň ,  u n doub ted ly , th rough  d e l ib e r a t io n ,  c a re fu l  
d is c u s s io n  and in v e s t ig a t io n ,  th e  a c c e p ta b le  course  w i l l  become c le a r  and 
th e  r e a l  s i t u a t io n  m a n ife s t and e v id e n t. To go a  s te p  f u r th e r :  i f  th e  in 
h a b i ta n t s  o f  a v i l l a g e  c o n s u lt  to g e th e r  about t h e i r  own a f f a i r s ,  i t  i s  
c e r t a i n ath a t  th e  r ig h t  p a th  w i l l  be d isc lo se d  to  them. S im ila r ly  th e  mem
b e rs  o f g u ild  and p ro fe s s io n . For exam ple, th e  members o f th e  A rts  Club 
hold  m eetings to  d is c u s s  a r t i s t i c  problem s and f a r th e r  id e a s  o f  c iv ic  I? 
b eau ty  and p ro p o r tio n . L ikew ise th e  merœhsnts c o n s u lt  to g e th e r  about 
t h e i r  own concerns.. -  -  -  -

"How 'S p i r i t u a l  A ssem b lie s1 ( i . e .  Boards o f  C o n su lta tio n  o f  Committee 
m eetings or any name you m ight g ive  to  such a consT ilting body o f men and 
women; th e  M aster, c a l l s  i t  ’S p i r i t u a l  A ssem bly1 ) :are o rgan ized  in  v a r io u s  
p a r t s ,  th e  members o f  which c o n s u lt  to g e th e r  abou t m a tte rs  p e r ta in in g  to  
th e  ca u se , such as the ed u c a tio n  o f  th e  .c h i ld re n ;  ta k in g  ca re  o f th e  o r
phans, h e lp in g  th e  in c a p a c ita te d  and d if fu s in g  th e  F rag ran ces  o f  God, etc* 
The membe: s o f such a 'S p i r i t u a l  Assem bly1 a re  e le c te d  acco rd in g  th  th e  
ru le  o f th e  m a jo r i ty .  -  -

Today a la rg e  number o f European Jews c a lle d  ion th e  b e lo v ed . g@ spoke 
A o  them a t  le n g th  on th e  P r in c ip le s  of th e  ^ause and th e ’ abandonment o f 
^ p re ju d ic e s .-  I t  was a m ost i n s t r u c t iv e  t a l k ,  and th ey  were very  

w ith  i t .  When they  l e f t  th e  room, they  were most im pressed w ith  th e  
id e a ls  and d iv in e  co n cep tio n s  o f th e  M aster?. A fterw ard  he d ic ta te d  se v e r
a l  T a b le ts  u n t i l  noon, when I  l e f t  h i s  P resence  jo y fu l  and happy. 
a f te rn o o n  we were aga in  p r iv i le g e d  to  l i s t e n  to  h i s  words o f T ru th , and 
then  ag a in  he rev ea led  a number of T ab le ts  f o r  th e  P e rs ia n  b e l ie v e r s .

M irza A li  Akbar re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from R u s s ia , t e l l i n g  u s  how a drama 
about Baha’ o ' l l a h ,  composed by a Rťiábian p o e te s s  i s  staged  in  S t .  P e te r s 
burg b e fo re  a crowded aud ience o f n o b le s  and im p o rtan t p erso n ag es. The 
p re s s  has re c e iv e d  th e  drama w ith  U nspeakable p r a is e  and commendation and 
th e  c r i t i c s  have g iv en  e x c e l le n t  rev iew s .

There was no m eeting, fo r  th e  even ing , and th e  geloved sp en t th e  e a r ly
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p a r t  o f  th e  evening w ith  Abdul Mshy, and In d ian  sc h o la r  o f  unusual i n 
te l l ig e n c e #  He asked many q u e s tio n s  on r e l ig io n ,  p ra y e r ,  p ilg rim a g e  and 
o th e r  to p ic s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  Is la m ic  world?# He has come e s p e c ia l ly  
from In d ia  to  meet e lh e  M aster and ask  a s e t  o f  q u e s tio n s , and so fo r  the  
n ex t few days w i l l  he. a f re q u e n t c a l l e r .  One o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  from la z d  
to ld  me o f  th e  supreme s te a d fa s tn e s s  o f M irza Mohammed B eza, who was 
a r re s te d  by th e  Government. As he was taken  to  th e  p r iso n , he was b a s 
tinad o ed  b e fo re  a  la rg e  crowd a t  every  tu rn  o f  th e  s t r e e t s .  At one o f  
th e se  p la c e s , w h ile  th ey  were i n f l i c t i n g  upon him th e  punishm ent, he 
covered h i s  fa c e  w ith  h i s  c o a t. She e x e c u tio n e rs  though t he was weeping, 
and when they came around end uncovered h is  face  they  :saw tho th e i r  a s 
tonishm ent th a t  he was c lea n in g  h is  te e th  w ith  a b ru sh . TrWhat a r t  thou 
doing a l l  t h i s  tim e?Ir Ihey  asked . nQhJ I  am c lean in g  my t te è h h . One o f 
the  commandments o f our r e l ig io n  i s  the  c le a n ià e s s  o f the te e th .  R eal
iz in g  I  have no th ing  to do a t  t h i s  tim e, I am c lean in g  my te e th # "

Ahmad Sohrab.
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- -----Bahai H est,31onh t^arm el,
=, H aifa , S y r ia ,  Maroli 19, 1914.

Dear ■"rlen d s
} "He h a th  made one a l l  n a t io n s  o f m en." One o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f

the^ r e l ig io n  o f -^aha 'o ’l l a h  i s  th e  ongness o f  th e  world of hum anity . He 
h a th  made t h i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  B ah a i Cause, and th e  sharp  weapon 
w ith  which they  a re  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  ’th e  d is in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  powers o f 
d ark n ess . Every Bahai l i v e s  in t t h e  r a r i f i e d  atm osphere o f  d iv m e  b ro 
th erh o o d . I r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  r a c e ,  n a t io n  and r e l i g i o n ,  he c o n s id e rs  a l l  
mankind as th e  members o f h i s  own fam ily . "The world i s  my home" i s  th e  
sim ple m otto of a l l  the  B ah a is . God h as  d ep o s ited  the  love o f  H is c h i l 
dren  in  t h e i r  h e a r ts ?  They a re  prompted by h u m an ita rian  id e a s  and have 
com pletely  d isca rd ed  th e  v e i l s  o f p r e ju d ic e s .  Thgry,. have broken th e  id o ls  
o f p l u r a l i t y  and have en te red  th e  Temple of God’s t i r i t y .  To se rv e  th e i r  
fellow -m en i s  t h e i r  g r e a te s t  honor and p r iv i l e g e .  Ho word i s  loved by tSctem. 
more than  th e  word " S e rv ic e ."

With the  dawn o f th e  Sun, th e  Beloved se rv e s  th e  w o rld , r e l i e v e s  the  
want o f th e  in d iv iu a l ,  m eets p eo p les  of a l l  f a i t h s ,  ch eers  up th e  des
pondent and sheds th e  s u n l ig h t  o f  h ap p in ess  a l l  around him. Thus t h i s  
morning as soon as  I  a r r iv e d  and was w alking th rough  th e  f lo w er-b e d s , 

the  M aster se n t fo r  me, and I  h u r r ie d  up th e  s te p s  w ith  th e  same y ea rn 
ing  and long ing  a s  th a t  o f a newly a r r iv e d  p i lg r im . Ee was w alking w ith  
firm  s te p s  and as I  appraached th e  door he came n ea r  and smote me on 
th e  r ig h t  cheek» " I s  t h i s  enoggh fo r  to d ay "?  he asked . B efore I  was ab le  
to  answ er, he to ld  B asheer to " b r in g  me a cup o f te a .  Then he s ta r te d  to  
d ic t a t e  t a b l e t s  to  the  P e r s ia n  b e l ie v e r s  and a very  long one to America*
Por about th re e  hou rs th e  heaven of r e v e la t io n  was r e n t  asunder and th e  
heavenly  Manna was c o n t in u a l ly  descend ing . S u re ly  t h i s  pu re  w ater s h a l l  
i r r i g a t e  many lan d s and a l la y  th e  t h i r s t  o f  many p eo p le . In  th e se  days 
h is  good h e a lth  p e rm its  him to .a t te n d  to  th e  v a s t  amount o f  in c re a s in g  
correspondence and q u ite  a number o f  th e se  p e t i t io n s  a re  b e in g  answered.
In  the  a fte rn o o n  our In d ian  p h ilo so p h e r  c a lle d  or. th e  beloved  and aga in  
propounded a s e r ie s  o f q u e s tio n s , p h ilo s o p h ic a l ,  t h e i s t i c  and th e o lo g ic a l ;  
such a s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  God, p r e d e s t in a t io n ,  th e  r e l a t i v e  s ta t io n  o f 
C h r is t  and'Mohammed, th e  s p i r i t u a l  power o f  the M a n ife s ta tio n  o f God, 
and the  h n ity  o f th e  essence o f th e  A il-p e rv a d in g  I n te l l ig e n c e .  Humer
ons q u o ta tio n s  were made from th e  B ib le  end Koran and t r a d i t io n s  to  sub
s t a n t i a t e  h is  rem arks, th e  man becoming more and more in te r e s te d ,  t i l l

• t  th e  end o f  a th re e  h o u rs1 co n v e rsa tio n  h e iex p re sse d  amazement and s a t 
i s f a c t io n .  J u s t  b e fo re  h is  d ep a rtu re*  th e  Beove'd d ic ta te d  a w onderful A- 
r a b ic  T ab le t to  M irza Moneer, the eloquence and f lu en cy  o f which a s to n 

ished  our In d ian  p h ilo so p h e r . Then he was com pletely  c a p tiv a te d . He knew 
th e  charm and beau ty  o f th e  A rab ic  language, ana , so w hile  the M aster was 
u t t e r in g  th e se  words of - ru th  he s a t  th e re  m a rv e llin g  and lo s t  in  a sea 
o f  co n tem p la tio n . Seldom have I  seen  the  Beloved m a n ife s tin g  such a wide 
range o f knowledge and wisdom. -Surely t h i s  In d ia n  sc h o la r  had come w ith  
o th e r  th o u g h ts  in  h is  mind; b u t a f t e r  h e a r in g  th e  M a s t e r  f o r  th re e  hours 

m a n ife s t su,ch i n f i n i t e  v e r s a t i l i t y  o f  in fo rm atio n  on th e  deep su b je c ts  
o f E as te rn  p h ilo so p h y  and r e l ig io u s  lo r e ,  h i s  id e a s  were w holly changed. 
Speaking, about th e  op in ion  th a t  God i s  th e  C rea to r o f  b o th  "good and e v i l " ,
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he s a id :  " I t  i a  s e l f - e v id e n t  th a t  God i s  th e  source o f c o n firm a tio n . 
Were i t  n o t f o r  H is C onform ation, man could accom plish  n o th in g . Help 

} m ust come from him; Fro exam ple, th e  power o f  a p ro v is io n a l  Governor 
must come from the c e n tr a l ,  a u th o r i ty .  I f  he i s  n o t v e s ted  w ith  execu
t i v e  power by the Shah or K ing, he i s  unab le  -to accom plish  an y th in g .
He can t r e a t  w ith  f a i r n e s s  and j u s t i c e  h i s  s u b je c ts ,  o r d ea l w ith  them 
in  the  s p i r i t  o f a t y r a n t t  But the  King has givenehirn laws so th a t  he 
may be f a i r  ar.d j u s t  in  a l l  h is  d ea lin g s  w ith  th e  peop le  and no t commit 
any i n j u s t i c e . n

Speaking about h is  own s t a t io n  he s a id :  " J u s t  as you a re  a se rv a n t 
o f God I  am a ls o  a s e rv a n t1 o f  God. I  am the a b so lu te  S erv an t o f  the  Al
m ighty w ith o u t im p lic a tio n  o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .1 I  g o l r i f y  my s e rv itu d e ..! !1 
This s e r v i tu d e , i s  my g lo r io u s  Crown, my U ltim a te  Hope, my h ig h e s t  a s 
p i r a t io n  and my h o l i e s t  s t a t io n .  I  have no o th e r  t i t i l e s  save t h i s .  A ll 
o th e r  t i t l e s  a re  su p e rf lu o u s , empty id eas  and ; sp u rio u s  a. sum ptions. This 
cy c le  i s  th e  Cycle o f  l i g h t ;  These a re  o ld  te rm in o lo g ie s  based upon ig 
norance and superannuated  s u p e r s t i t io n s .  The q u in te ssen ce  o f our pu r
pose i s  se rv itu d e  a t  th e  Holjr T hreshold . Whoever i s  th e  se rv a n t o f  
God, he i s  a fo llo w er o f a l l  th e  te a c h in g s  o f th e  D ivine P ro p h e ts ; 
th o se  s p i r i t u a l  te ac h in g s  which w e re •tau g h t by Mohammed, C h ris t  and 
o th e r  M essengers of God. Ue must obey and p r a c t ic e  these  p r in c ip le s »  
These a re  the v i r tu e s  c f  the  world o f hum anity. These v i r tu e s  c o n s is t  
o f th e  love  o f God* the  knowledge o f God, p h ila n th ro p ic  deeds, s e rv ic e .
-  -  Forms and r i t u a l s  may be n ecessa ry  to  some people,- b u t the  prim ary  
founda tion  o f  d iv in e  r e l ig io n  i s  th e  knowledge o f th e  Almighty through 
s c i e n t i f i c  and reasonable, p ro o fs . IToW we have fo rg o tte n  t h i s  e s s e n t ia l  
o b je c t ana have clung to se t, a f  dogmas and creeds which w i l l  no t he lp  us 
a t  a l l .  These cerem onies a re  l ik e  unto the  body end th e  s p i r i t u a l  teach 
ings l ik e  unto the S p i r i t .  Im ita tio n  in  r e l ig io n  i s  n o t a llow ab le ; we 
musT fin d  the  !$hyT and the  ’U h.erefore1 fo r  o u rse lv e s . The re  l ig io n  
o f God does no t c o n s is t  o f p ra y e rs , f a s t in g  and g e n u fle c tio n s  end going 
to Mosque, God h a th  sa id : r I  have crea ted  man so th a t  he may know me11

In the evening the  b e lie v e rs  o f God gathered  in  the  re c e p tio n  room 
and the beloved received  them w ith ev iden t joy and p le a su re , He spoke 
b r i e f ly ,  only fo r a few m inutes, 'because the afte rnoon  conversation

•  had exhausted him. Then he asked Ostad Mohammed A ll to  chant a poem by 
Baha1o Tl la h .

Ahmad Sohrab.



s a h a i Š e s t ,  Mount C arm el,*
H a ifa , S y r ia , March 20, 1914*

Dear ^ r i e n d s : -
Tomorrow w i l l  be o ar Hew Y ears Hay, and fo r  th e  l a s t  few days th e  

® p ilg r im s  have been rem inding each o th e r  o f  th e  g lo r io u s  p r iv i le g e  to  he 
on Mount Carmel a t  such a tim e and re c e iv e  a share  from th e  B estow als 
o f  th e  Almighty* T his morning th e  steam er fo r  P o r t Said, b rough t Ahmad 
Y azdi, Mohammed Yaxdi and M irza A li Akbar R a fsan jan y , who had spen t n e a r 
ly  f i f t y  days in  S tu t tg a r t ,  te ach in g  th e  Cause. Of cour^ř h i s  p re lim in a ry  
r e p o r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  of th e  B ahais in  Germany was most glwoing and p leased  
th e  Beloved very  much. Many', many m eetings were h e ld  du ring  t h e i r  s ta y , 
and many new so u ls  were a t t r a c te d *  C onsul, M rs. and M iss Schwarz are 
se rv in g  th e  Cause w ith  r e a l  d ev o tio n  and lo v e , and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  
becoming more and more c e n tr a l iz e d  in  t h i s  Movement. Almost d a i ly  m eet
ings have been h e ld , speeches d e liv e re d  and th e  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  waxing 
more and more. Then th e  Beloved began to  speak about th e  w onderful f a i t h  
and s tau n ch  love o f  th e  German b e l i e v e r s .  "In  r e a l i t y ,  he s a id ,  "they  
a re  w orthy to  be c a lle d  the  sons and d au g h te rs  of th e  Kingdom. They are  
th e  f r a g ra n t  ro s e s  o f  th e  P a ra d ise  o f Abha. They a re  ever ready  to  sac
r i f i c e  ev e ry th in g  in  th e  p a th  of th e  b e l ie v e r s  of God. They have under

stood the  R e a l i ty  o f  t h i s  Cause, g rasped  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  and 
r e a l iz e d  more than  any th in g  e l s e i t s  u n iv e r s a l  a s p e c t ."  He went on fo r  
more than  f i f t e e n  m in u te s , speaking  now of t h i s  b e l ie v e r ,  now o f th a t ,  
say ing  th a t  a t  th e  D ivine Threshold he i s  p ray in g  fo r  a l l  o f  them. Then 
he spoke very  e n th u s ia s t i c a l ly  about th e  fam ily  of Consul Schwarz, and 
how they a re  s e t  aglow w ith  th e  P ire  o f th e  Love o f  God."Miss O llie  
Schwarz, Pareedah  Kbanom, i s  t h e Tembodiment o f l i g h t s . "  A lthough s t i l l  
young she speaks about the  Cause w ith  eloquence and s in c e r i ty ." S h e  lo v es 
th e  Cause p a s s io n a te ly " , he s a id , a t  the c lo se  o f h i s  t r ib u te  to  th i s  
n o b le , t r u ly  B ahai fam ily .

M iss R osenberg had asked from London w hether i t  i s  a llo w ab le  to  pay 
th e  t r a v e l l in g  expenses o f a Bahai te a c h e r  who le a v e s  h i s  home and goes 
in to  ano th er c i ty  to  le c tu r e  on th e  Movement, a t  th e  e s p e c ia l  in v i t a t io n  
o f th e  B ah a is . The Beloved spoke a s  fo llo w s on t h i s  q u e s t io n ;-  ’A te a c h - ,  
e r  m u st'n ev e r ask  fo r  money f o r  any o f  h i s  p e rso n a l n eed s , b u t th e  b e
l i e v e r s  must by thmmselves in  a  v o lu n ta ry  s p i r i t  p ro v id e  him w ith  h is  
t r a v e l l in g  expenses, e t c . ,  e s p e c ia l ly  when he cannot, pay fo r  them. This 
m ust be done very  q u ie t ly  w ith o u t any p u b lic  announcement. I t  may be done

#i t h e r  by th e  Committee, or one o r a few in d iv id u a ls .  When th e  q u es tio n  
f  money comes up and argum ents o f  a f in a n c ia l  n a tu re  a re  vehem ently 
p re s e n te d , in  many c a s e s .th e  peop le  lo se  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  f ra g ra n c e . There 

fo re  a l l  the f r ie n d s  must desp a tch  th e  f in a n c ia l  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  th e  Cause 
w ith  th e  u tm ost Joy and s p i r i t u a l i t y .  Money q u e s tio n s  must n ev e r become 
too  prom inent in  any Bahai community* as t h i s  wbuld p re v e n t th e  s p i r i t 
u a l  advancement of th e  ^ au se , i . e . ,  to  awaken th e  so u ls  from s le e p , to  
v iv i f y  them w ith  the  B rea th  o f heaven ly  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and to  gu ide  them 
in to  th e  Rizwan of R e a l i ty .  The B ahais must l i v e  in  accord  w ith  th e  ex
h o r ta t io n s  o f C h r is t  when He say s : ’And why tak e  ye thought f o r  ra im en t?  
C onsider th e  l i l i e s  o f  th e  f i e l d ,  how th ey  grow; they  t o i l  n o t ,  n e i th e r  
do th ey  s p in . -  -  W herefore, i f  God so c&üithe th e  g ra s s  o f th e  f i e l d ,  
which today i s ,  and tomorrow i s  c a s t  in to  th e  oven, s h a l l  He n o t much 
more c lo th e  you, 0 ye o f  l i t t l e  f a i th ?  T h e re fo re , tak e  no th o u g h t, saying  
what s h a l l  we e a t ,  or what s h a l l  we d rin k ?  Or w herew ithal s h a l l  we be



Mar. 20 , *14* 2 .
c lo th e d ?  (Eor a f t e r  a l l  th e s e  th in g s  do th e  G e ja ti le s  s e e k ; )  fo r  your 
h eav en ly  E s th e r  knoweth t h a t  ye h av e  n eed  o f  a l l  th e s e  t h i n g s .  B u t s e e k  
ye f i r s t  th e  Kingdom o f  God and H is R ig h te o u s n e s s ;  and a l l  th e s e  t h i n g s  
s h a l l  be added un to  youi 1 Che fe toids o f  c o - o p e r a t io n  and m u tu a l a s s i s t a n c e  
b in d  a l l  th e  B ah a is  to g e th e r ,  and th e y  a r e  e v e r  re a d y  to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  
l i v e s  fo r  each  o t h e r ’ s  s a k e , t h e r e f o r e  th e y  m ust h e lp  each  o t h e r ,  n o t  
by com pulsion b u t by v o lu n ta ry  c o n t r ib u t io n s .  In  P e r s i a  th e  t e a c h e r s  
a re  a s s i s t e d  lu  many w ays, and in  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  c a s e s  a l l  t h e i r  t r a v 
e l l i n g  expenses a re  p a id , b u t  w ith o u t  any p u b l i c i t y . ”

Vjhat I  know on t h i s  s u b je c t  and h av e  h e a rd  from  th e  l i p s  o f  many 
te a c h e rs  and b e l i e v e r s  who come from  e v e ry  p a r t  o f th e  E a s t  to  m ee t 
th e  B eloved i s  t h i s : -  T here a r e  many A ssem b lie s  -  T eheran  and B sh k a- 
bad fo r  in s ta n c e ,  w hich f o r  th e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  h av e  b e e n  s e n d in g  
te a c h e rs  to  v a r io u s  c o u n t r ie s  o f  th e  O r ie n t ,  and p a y in g  n o t  o n ly  t h e i r  
t r a v e l l i n g  expenses b u t e v e ry th in g  e ls e ..  A shkabad a lo n e  h a s  m a in ta in e d  
fo u r  a c t iv e  te a c h e r s  in  th e  f i e l d ,  th e  y e a r ly  e x p e n se s  o f  each  am ount
ing  to  hundreds o f d o l l a r s .  And l e t  i t  b e  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e s e  f r i e n d s  
a re  n o t w ea lth y , and b e s id e  t h i s  one otern o f  ex p en se  th e y  have many .o th  
o th e r  e x p e n d itu re s  to  m e e t, suoh  a s  th e  upkeep  o f  th e  M ashrak  31 A z k a r , 
th e  B ahai S ch o o l, e tc * ,  e t c .  A l l  th e s e  th in g s  a r e  done w ith o u t  th e  b low 
ing  o f any horn  o r th e  f a n f l a r e  o f  p u b l i c i t y ,  i n  su ch  m anner th e  B a h a is  
o f  th e  O rie n t a t te n d  to  th e s e  d u t i e s ,  w ith o u t  any a p p a re n t  e x e r t i o n  on 
tt&fer p a r t .

D uring th e  day s e v e r a l  A rabs c a l le d  to  see  th e  B e lo v e d , and in  tu r n  
he p a id  them a v i s i t .  He w ent o u t th r e e  t im e s  d u r in g  th e  d ay , and ea ch  
tim e I  watched h i s  f irm  s te p s  and m a je s t i c  b e a r in g  a s  th e  l e f t  th e  h o u s e .

The m a rriag e  o f  our d e a r  b r o th e r  M irza  A l l  Akbar o f  l ï u s s i a  to  th e  
d au g h te r  o f H o sse in  Aga i s  s e t t l e d  f o r  day a f t e r  tom orrow , and so  e v e ry 
body i s  c o n g ra tu la t in g  h im . He h a s  n o t  seen  h i s  b r i d e ,  i n  f a c t  none b u t  
th e  la d ie s  have seen  her*  M rs. Eoagg t e l l s  me she i s  a ch arm in g  g i r l ,  
b u t th a t  i s  a l l .T h o s e  who a re  advanced in  t h e i r  id e a s  o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l 
i t y  th in k  th e  custom o f  O r ie n t s l  m a r r ia g e s  i s  th e  m ost s t r a n g e  and in 
e x p r e s s ib le !  How a coup le  who have n e v e r  seen  each  o th e r  oh - ta lk e d  to  
each o th e r ,  even one word, can c o n s e n t to  be u n i te d  to g e th e r  a l l  t h r o ’ 
t h e i r  l i v e s  i s  in c o m p re h e n s ib le  to  them?

In  th e  even ing  th e  B eloved gave a  t a l k  on one o f  th e  B ah a i e p is o d e s  
in  Bagdad -  how; a g o v ern o r who was f a l l e n  in to  d is g r a c e ' and p r i s o n  was 
r e le a s e d  th ro u g h  th e  p ra y e r s  o f  B ah a’o ’l l a t u  Then he s a id :  "Til© G er
man b e l ie v e r s  a r e  l o y a l .  They a re  a t t r a c t e d  and s i n c e r e 0 Tgow w o n d e r fu l ly  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i t  1b t h a t  M irza  A l i  A kbar, a P e r s i a n ,  g o es  to  S t u t t g a r t ,
A d  r e c e iv e s  so much honor and so many m e e tin g s  a r e  p re p a re d  f o r  h im !
T n is  i s  no o th e r  th a n  th ro u g h  th e  Power o f  B a h a ’o ’l l a h l  "

Ahmad S o h ra b .



B ehai .Beet,iBRrortrif&cxrei S y r ia ,
Mærch 21, 1914.

Bear f r i e n d s : -
Many cablegram s from th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  .America, Europe, P e r s ia ,  In d ia  

R u ss ia , Turkey, A rab ia , e t c . ,  send t h e i r  b e s t  w ishes and Bahai g re e t in g s  
to  the  P resence o f th e  B eloved . They a re  th e  w h ite  winged m essengers of 
g o o d -fe llo w sh ip  and g o o d -w ill between tfye B ast and th e  W est. They a re  
b ind ing  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th e  peop le  in  th e  love  o f God and th e  d iv in e  p r in 
c ip le s  o f th e  human l i f e .  This morning we a ro se  w ith  th a n k fu ln e ss  because 
the  sun o f a Hew Year was r i s i n g  from th e  E a s te rn  h o r iz o n . The world was 
flooded w ith  sunsh ine and the  b e a u t i f u l  f lo w ers  f i l l e d  th e  a i r  w ith  th e i r  
sweet s c e n t.  Jo in ing ' th e  p ilg r im s  we descended th e  M ountain about 8 A.M. 
to  g r e e t  th e  Lord of mankind. The re c e p tio n  room was d eco ra ted  w ith  ro 
ses and th e  M aster rece iv ed  a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  w ith  genuine love  and f r ie n d 
sh ip . What an a l l - g lo r io u s  day i t  was* The b t td s  were tw i t t e r in g  o u ts id e  
on the  b ranches o f th e  orange t r e e s  and the b e l ie v e r s  were suprem ely 
happy in s id e  because th e  heaven ly  N ig h tin g a le  .was s in g in g  th e  songs of 
joy and b e a t i tu d e .  Roses were d i s t r ib u te d  amongst a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s .  
nOur f e a s t s " ,  he s a id ,  "are very  w onderfu l. They a re  unique and p e e r le s s .  
D uring th e  days o f  the  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  we c e le b ra te d  t h i s  New Yeafs 
ï)ay w ith  g r e a t  f e s t i v i t i e s .  -  -  -  Everybody was in  th e  u tm ost joy and 
h a p p in e ss , a t t r a c t i o n  and h o p e fu ln e ss . She New Y ear*s Bay i s  a day o f 
p le a su re  and d e l ig h t .  A lthough in  th o se  days we were p r is o n e r s ,  y e t  ac
cord ing  to  our a b i l i t y  th e  room o f Baha, o Illah^ was decora ted  w ith  ro se s  
and f lo w ers , and a v a r i e t  y o f  can d ies  and bonbons were p ro v id ed  which 
were d is t r ib u te d  amongst th e  f r ie n d s  by His own hand . -  -  -  These days 
a re  th e  days o f  f e a s t in g  and r e jo ic in g ,  lo v e  and good fe llo w sh ip , days 
o f re c e p tio n s  and b an q u e ts , days o f  m eetings and a s se m b lie s . Because 
th e se  days a re  v a c a tio n  days, g r e a t  conv en tio n s and C ongresses must be 
h e ld  w herein  p eop le  g a th e r  to g e th e r  to  d e l ib e r a te  on m easures o f u n iv e r
s a l  im p o rt. They m u stfry  to  so lv e  such problem s as w i l l  y ie ld  e te r n a l  r e 
s u l t s  and o n n s u lt  about such m a tte rs  a s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  th.9 world of human
i t y ,  -  so th a t  a t  th e  Ond o f  th e  v a c a tio n  the'm em bers o f th e  community 
may have become r i c h e r ,  m o ra lly , s p i r i t u a l l y  , and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  and 
b e t t e r  means o f  l iv l ih o o d  fo r  th e  poor have been p ro v id ed ; th u s  they  
may become h a p p ie r  and more co m fo rtab le . For exam ple, ig. du ring  such 
days a G reat C o n su lta tio n  ^ a h a i Convention were to  be o rg an ized , i t s  
r e s u l t s  would be i n f i n i t e .  Each s e s s io n  must he devoted to  th e  c o n s id e r-  
a t io n i.o f  v a rio u s  v i t a l  to p ic s  and h u m an ita rian  p r in c ip le s ,  and s e v e ra l 

^ se ss io n s  be devoted to  the d is c u s s io n  o f  xxrisssjrrerays and means fo r  
sp read in g  the  Cause in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f th e  w'orld and d e c la r in g  the  
G lad-T id ings o f th e  Kingdom to  a l l  manmind. The b e n e f i t s  o f such a Con
v e n tio n  w i l l  be u n iv e r s a l  and a l l  th e  B ahais w i l l  be made very  happy and 
enk ind led  w ith  th e  E ire  o f  g r e a te r  a c t i v i t y  and z e a l .  The B ahai world w il 
be in sp ire d  w ith  newer v is io n  and w i l l  be im pelled  to  e n te r  in to  broačf^ 
e r  f i e ld s  o f  la b o r .  On such f e a s t  days th e  r i c h  members o f  the communi
ty  must spread  la rg e  f e a s ts  fo r  th e  u n fo rtu n a te : ones, and c o n tr ib u te  
toward th e  m aintenance o f c h a r i ta b le ,  e d u c a tio n a l and p h ila n th ro p ic  in 
s t i t u t i o n s ;  th u s  th e  s p i r i t  o f h o lid a y  and m erry ta k in g  w i l l  be shared 
by a l l ,  and n o t only by the w e ll - to -d o . On such days the w ealthy  as w e ll 
a s  th e  in d ig e n t must become m ir th f u l ,  l i v e ly  and joyous. -  ----  - "
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A fte r  r e l a t in g  a sh o r t s to r y ,  very  to u ch in g , o f  how he sp en t a sim

i l a r  Hew Y e a r 's  Day w ith  B a h a 'o 'l l a h  in  a lo v e ly  garden  n ea r  Bagdad, and 
-low i t s  memory i s  n ev e r e ffaced  from h i s  mind, Ahdul Baha asked Sheikh 
Mohammed A li to  chan t th e  T ab le t of the- TÜ l e t  o f th e  F e a s t , e s p e c ia l ly  
rev ea led  fo r  an occasion  l ik e  t h i s  by the  Supreme M a n ife s ta tio n . I  had 
n ever heard  i t  b e fo re  and i f  I  g e t an o p p o rtu n ity  I  s h a l l  t r a n s l a t e  :if 
i t  in  the course  o f tim e. When th e  m eeting  was b rough t to  a c lo se  and 
the  Beloved l e f t  th e  room, a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  s ta r te d  to  w ish each o th e r  
a Happy Hew Y ear, each em bracing th e  o th e r  and k is s in g s  th e  cheeks th re e  
tim e s . What love and genuine a f f e c t io n  e x i s t  betw een th e se  s tu rd y  men 
whi) have n ev e r seen each o th e r  b e fo re !  I  thought I  had h idden  m y se lf in  
th e  co rn er o f  th e  room, so as  to  w atch t h i s  w onderfu l scene o f th e  mani
f e s ta t io n  o f th e  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e , b u t I  was fo rced  and d riv en  out o f my 
h id in g  p la c e . In  a second I  was surrounded by a l l  th e  men -  young and 
old -  each clam oring  to  k is s  me f i r s t .  I  f e l l  in to  i t  fo r  good. A ll the  
avenues o f  escape were b a r r ic a d e d , and I  had to  y ie ld  to  th e  in e v i ta b le .  
A fte r  t h i s  happy r e -u n io n , we a l l  scatfcBred in  th e  ro se  garden  and t i l l  
noon we were ta lk in g  abou t th e  p r iv i l e g e s  o f  th e se  g lo r io u s  days. M irza 
A li  Akbar gave a la rg e  d in n e r  on th e  s i ' pe o f  Motint Carmel, in v i t in g  a l l  
th e  b e l ie v e r s .  T ab les were lad en  w ith  d e lic io u s ; v ian d s  and f r u i t s .  The 
women fo lk  were e n te r ta in e d  w i th 's im i la r  f e a s t  in  th e  house of th e  Be
lo v ed . In  th e  a f te rn o o n , P e r is a n , T u rk ish , Z o ro a s tr ia n  and Jew ish p i l 
grim s chanted poems and T a b le ts ,  and th e  u tm ost love  and am ity ru led  th e  
h e a r t s .  Many b e l ie v e r s  aame from Acca and jo in e d  u s  in  th e  F e a s t .  M irza 
A li  Akbar was th e  c e n te r  o f f e l i c i t a t i o n  w herever he happened to  b e . In  
th e  a fte rn o o n  a  number o f  young B ahais took  th e  bridegroom  under th e  p i

Sin e s  and we passed  an hour o f  b l i s s f u l  remembrance o f  th o se  days th a t  
a h a 'o ’l l a h  passed  under them.

■Ofen In d ian  p h ilo so p h e r  c a l le d  on th e  Beloved^ about evening  and had 
ano ther long c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  him on th e  p h ilo s o p h ic  and r e l ig io u s  ques
t io n s  o f Is lam . This tim e he was more a t t e n t iv e ,  and w rote down every 
th in g  the M aster to ld  him. When he r e tu r n s  to  In d ia , f i l l e d  w ith  th e se  
s p i r i t u a l  te a c h in g s , he w i l l  be an in d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  in  the  prom otion 
o f  th e  Cause.

Ahmad Sohrab .
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Babai R e s t, Mount Œramel, H a ifa , S y r ia , 
March 22, 1914.

Dear P r ie n d s : -
A  The t r a n s l a t i o n  o f a  T ab le t to  th e  members o f  th e  Bahai Assembly 
w in  W ashington re g a rd in g  th e  l i f e  o f  th a t  g re a t  te a c h e r , M irza Abul 

P a z l, w i l l  be o f  i n t e r e s t  to  our f r ie n d s  f a r  and n e a r : -
”0 ye b e l ie v e r s  o f  God ančj th e  m a id -se rv a n ts  o f  th e  M e rc ifu l!  
f fh e  l e t t e r  o f condolence and sym pathy, e x p re ss in g  g r i e f  and a f f l i c -  ; 

t io n  a t  the d ea th  o f His H o liness Abul F az l was p e ru se d . I t  co n fe rred  
c o n so la tio n  to  th e  h e a r t .  P ra is e  be to  God th a t; th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  Wash
in g to n  are ; inform ed o f  th e  s ta t io n  o f th a t  most n o b le  personage, With 
weeping eyes and burn ing  h e a r t s  they  mourned and lam ented a t  tho Mem
o r ia l  m eetings commemorating h is  d e p a r tu re . This g lo r io u s  personage was 
a b r i l l a i n t  o rb , a lum inous lamp, a b le s s e d , f r u i t f u l  t r e e ,  a waving 
sea o f knowledge, a  fo u n ta in  o f the  W ater of L ife  and e s ta b lis h e d  th e  
Ark of S a lv a tio n . Prom th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h is  ch ildhood he had th e  u t 
most f a i t h  and was imbued w ith  a r e l ig io u s  s p i r i t .  A ll  h i s  l i f e  was 
spen t e i th e r  in  th e  acqu irem ent o f  knowledge o r  was engaged in  th e  wor
sh ip  of th e  True One.., o r occupied in  th e  p u rs u t o f o f s c ie n c e s  o r 
p h ilo s o p h ie s ; u n t i l  he heard  th e  C a ll o f Goa, hastened  toward th e  King
dom of God, l i s te n e d  to  the  Melody o f th e  Supreme Concourse, tu rn ed  h is  
face  toward the Beauty o f  Abha. and became so" a t t r a c te d  and enkindled  
th a t  th e  b e l ie v e r s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s  became as to n ish ed ,, excla im ing : What * 
a d aaz lin g  lig h t .w h ic h  i s  ig n i te d  in  t h i s  't r a n s p a re n t  lamp! What a  g lo -  
ious bestow al whi<a8a has become r e f u lg e n t  in  t h i s  Cycle!

f,In  sh o r t he severed  h is  h e a r t  e n t i r e ly  from t h i s  ephem eral w orld 
and turned h is  gaze com pletely  toward th e  realm  ©hHEighJ He closed  h is  
eyes w holly to th e  r e s t ,  com fort and honor of t h i s  m a te r ia l  e a r th ,  and 
a tta c h ed  h im se lf  to  th e  s p i r i t u a l  G ald*T id ings, m e rc ifu l  f ra g ra n c e s  and 
d iv in e  o u tp o u rin g s! Who soever found h im se lf  in  h is  p resen ce  and p ro 
pounded to  him th e  m ost a b s tru s e  q u e s tio n s  o f  d i t in e  p h ilo so p h y , l i s 
tened Jo most r a t i o n a l  and s a t i s f o a c to r y  answ ers. His b le sse d  h e a r t  was 
th e  sping o f  r e a l i t i e s  and s ig n i f ic a n c e s ,  a l la y in g  the  t h i r s t  o f  every  
t h i r s t y  one. In  th e  dem onstra tion  o f th e  Cause o f th e  Beauty c f  Abha, he 
w rote books and innum erable pfca® hlets, a  number o f  which a re  p u b lish ed  
and c i r c u la te d .  In  th e  P a th  o f God he fo rso o k  h i s  n a t iv e  land  a id  t r a 
v e lle d  in  many p a r t s  o f  th e  w o rld . In  every  c i t y  he summoned th e  inhab
i t a n t s  to  th e  Kingdom o f  God and im parted  to  mankind th e  g la d - t id in g s  o f 

/ Ahe Sun o f R e a l i ty .  In  h is  l e c tu r e s  he b ro u g h t f o r th  th e  most i r r e f u t a b le  
'-"v id en ces  and in c o n tro v e r t ia b le  p ro o fs  -  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s c r ip t u a l .  He 

was end-j-;.:3d endowed w ith  an e lo q u en t tongue and a: f lu e n t  u t te r a n c e .  He 
had a lum inous h e a r t  and an e x tra o rd in a ry  in te l l i g e n c e ;  a m arv e llo u s  
memory and a m iracu lo u s c a p a c ity .  Having v i s i t e d  many c o u n tr ie s  and 
b le s se d  w ith  a  l a s t  p ilg rim ag e  to  th e  Holy Land, he dom iciled  in  A lex
a n d r ia .  While l iv in g  in  th e  form er c i ty  h e ’ascendéd to  th e  Supreme Con
c o u rse . L ike un to  th e  y ea rn in g  n ig h t in g a le ,  he,w inged h is  way to  the 
ro se  garden of th e  Luminary o f  th e  r e g io n s , and s im ila r  to a t h i r s t y  
f i s h  he hastened  toward th e  fa thom less ' s e a . A lthough th e  h e a r t s  were 

I s c o tc h e d  w ith  th e  f i r e  o f  s e p a ra t io n , th e  so u ls  o f  th e  B ahais  were 
! burned l ik e  un to  th e  can d les  and from a l l  th e  c i t i e s  th e  c r ie s  o f l a 

m en ta tio n s  and m eanings w e re .h e a rd , th e  eyes wept and tfye s p i r i  t s  were
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consumed*» y e t  th a t  le a d e r  o f th e  lo rd ly  ones was re le a s e d  from th e  
narrow ness o f  t h i s  world and soared toward th e  i n f i n i t e  apex* The drop 
was jo in ed  to  th e  ocean end th e  ra y  r e tu r n e d : to  th e  Sun, He was l i b 
e ra te d  from th e  w ild e rn e ss  o f  s e p a ra tio n  and ascended to  th e  Court of 
th e  T ra n s f ig u ra t io n  o f th e  Lord o f th e  Covenants low  he i s  submerged 
in  th e  sea o f  L ig h tš  ans- en throned  in  th e  Kingdom o f  Abhai 

Upon ye be Baha E l Abhai
(Signed) Abdul Baha Ahbas.*

Only a few m inu tes in  th e  P resence  o f  the Beloved t h i s  m orning su f
f ic e d  to  f i l l  my h e a r t  w ith  th e  songs o f  g la d n e ss , and wheii X came out 
o f th e  re c e p tio n  room D octor Mohammed Saleh  and Mohammed Taki Espha- 
h a n i ,  o f  C a iro , found t h e i r  way in to  th e  Holy P resence o f th e  King o f 
K ings. They re c e iv e d  their_j£&iùàl. i n s t r u c t io n s ,  because  th ey 'w ere  le a v in g  
to n ig h t .  They a re  two sp en d id , ' w hnln-aouhedJH ahais -  a c t iv e ,  a l e r t  and 
s in c e r e .  The r e s t  o f  th e  morning was spent w ith  p r iv a te  in te rv ie w s  and 
p e rso n a l t a lk s  w ith  d i f f e r e n t  in d iv id u a ls .  In  th e  a f te rn o o n  our In d ian  
s c h o la r  had s two hours ôonveæ sation w ith  th e  M aster, a sk in g  him m&re 
q u e s tio n s  on m ost s u b t l e ,  th e o lo g ic a l  p roblem s, and rece iv ed  answers 
which s a t i s f i e d  h is  h e a r t  and s o u l .  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  he i s  m elted b e fo re  
th e  h e a t o f th e  Sun o f  R e a l i ty ,  and more and more he i s  convinced o f  t h i s  
g re a t  R e v e la tio n ,

In  the  evening th e  E d ito r s  o f  two pow erfu l new spapers ih  S y ria  sp tk e  
spoke w ith  th e  Beloved on th e  P r in c ip le s  and h is n c ry  o f t h i s  Movement, 
and rece iv ed  many jew els  o f  wisdom fo r  th e  en ligh tenm en t o f  t h e i r  p eo p le . 
Thus d a ily  the  power o f the  Cause o f B a h a ^ l l a h  i s  b e in g  f e l t  more, by 
th e  o u ts id e r s .  R ecen tly  a l i t e r a r y  and s c i e n t i f i c  monthy c a lle d  th e  
nBeyan,(, and p u b lish ed  in  C a iro , has w r i t te n  th re e  s e r i á l  a r t i c l e s  on 
the te ach in g s  o f t h i s  Movement, which have aroused  th e  whole Is lam ic  
world to  th e  supreme im portance o f  the R e v e la tio n . P ro f . Vambery^s l e t 
t e r  to  Abdul Bâha was lik e w ise  t r a n s la te d  in to  A rab ic and p u b lish ed  th e re 
in .  Many o f  u s  a re  f a s t  a s le e p  and a re  n o t aware o f  th e  s p i r i t u a l  ac
t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  b e lo v ed , and how hé u n i te s  to g e th e r  th e  m ost an tagon
i s t i c  fo rc e s  in  th e  s e rv ic e  and spread  of th e : Cause. The r e s u l t  o f  th i s  
s i l e n t ,  n o is e le s s  work w i l l  become m a n ife s t in  th e  n c t - f a r -d is ia n t* -  
f u tu r e .

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai~F«st^Mmm4ř- Carm el, H a ifa , S y ria ,
March 25, 1914,

Dear ^ r is n d s :  -
I  Tpday ton. p ilg r im s  a r r iv e d  from th re e  w idely  se p a ra te d  p o in ts ;  s ix  
w from In d ia ,  fora;’ Z e ro esb ria n s , Bahman, S hahreyar, ïîasheed and Key Kiios- 

ro , from Bombay; one Mohammedan, Sa$ad M ostafa, from Rangoon; one ^ r d u ,  
H .É .V ak il, from Euraý; th re e  from S h ira z , Adeleeb (n ig h tin g a le )  the fam
ous B ahai p o e t, M irza Mahnoud A sear and Mi r z a  Ayssa Khari; (fine from F u r, 
M azandaran. The p resence  Gf  th e se  s p i r i t u a l l y  imindâd people and t h e i r  
in te n s e  devo tion  to  th e  Cause c re a te  in  o n e 's  b r e a s t  th e  h o l i e s t  exu l
t a t io n  and g re a t  en thusiasm . They a re  v i s ib le  s ig n s  of' th a t  in v is ib le  

s p i r i t  o f b ro therhood  which i s  u sh e rin g  in  s new e ra  o f d iv in e  hum anity 
and c o r r e la t in g  a l l  the in n e r  fo rc e s  ifff c e l e s t i a l  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  They are  
the  h e r a l ’fisoôf th e  Kingdom of God and th e  s p i r i t u a l  g u id es  o f  th e  peo
p le  of the  w orld .

While I  was w alking in  th e  garden e a r ly  in  th e  mornxpg, th e  Beloved 
came ou t o f  th e  house fo llow ed by M irza Hadi,. He sa id  he was going to  
c a l l  on th e  bridegroom . On. h i s  r e tu r n  he s e n t f o r  M irza A z z iz o lla h  Khan, 
from F our, and spoke w ith  him in  d e t a i l  about th e  e a r ly  days o f  B aha1o 1 
l l a h  in  th a t  town. Two T urk ish  o f f i c e r s  were th e  g u e s ts  o f th e  M aster 
fo r  lunch . In  th e  a f te rn o o n  a  man whose son d ied  l a t e l y  c a lle d  on the 
^ e lo v ed , and he did much to  conso le  and cheer him w ith  a s su r in g  words.
In  h is  ta lk ' to n ig h t to  the assem bled p ilg r im s  in  th e  re c e p tio n  £oom o f 
h i s  house, he s a id :  "You a re  a l l  welcomed. A p a r ty  o f  th e  p ilg r im s  went 
today  to Acca to  v i s i t  th e  Holy Tomb, and an o th e r p a r ty  w i l l  go tomorrow. 
In  each case th ey  w i l l  have prayed and w il l  p ray  in  my b e h a lf . When the  
p ro p er tim e comes I  a lso  w i l l  go to  Acca and spend th e re  my l a s t  days.
My s e a t  i s  Acca. Because my h e a l th  ûs not good th e  d o c to rs  advsied  me very 
much to  s ta y  h e re , and as th e re  a re  o th e r  mat 1 e rs t o ' be considered  I  
con tinued  to  ab id e  in  H a ifa ; o th e rw ise  1 w ould ;no t have stayed  h e re . No
where i s  my h e a r t  a t  ease save in  Acca -  because i t  i s  the  p r iso n  town 
o f th e  B lessed P e r fe c t io n . For n in e  co n secu tiv e  y ea rs  the  B lessed P e r 
f e c t io n  did n o t pu t h is  f e e t  o u ts id e  the, g a te  Of Acca. I t  was e i th e r  im
prisonm ent in  th e  B arrack  o r c lo s e ly  watched, and guarded in  the  house.
The day o f E is  d ep a rtu re  from the town to  th e  p la in  o f AAcca was co n sid 
ered the most im p o rtan t in  th e  Bahai Gauss. A p r is o n e r  He was, and accord
in g  the the s t r i c t ;  ro y a l firm an o f Abdul Aziz ;he was to  be ja i le d  in  a 
c e l l  a l l  a lo n e , no t. even one o f u s was to  bq; allowed to  see or to t a l k  to 

^ h im , and to  leav e  th e  town o f Acca was a mmater s t r i c t l y  fo rb id d e n . In  
™ r i e f s he was to  be a. l i f e  p r is o n e r ,  w ith  these, deadljs r e s t r i c t i o n s .  On 

day w hile B'e was w alking in  the  house , in  th e  course o f  His co n v e rsa tio n  
he s a i d : ' I t  i s  now n in e  y ea rs  s in c e  my eyes have beheld  one h lad e  o f 
g r a s s . 1 He loved th e  green  p a s tu re s ,  v e rd an t p la in s ,  blossom ing t r e e s  
and flow ering  sp o ts ;  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  p r a i r i e  of Acca, which was. w onderfu lly  
g reen  a n d 'c a rp e te d  w ith  w ild flo w ers  du ring  the  months o f sp r in g . For 
t h i s  reason  He o ften  rem arked: 'The c i ty  i s  the. world o f  b o d ie s , the 
coun try  i s  the v-řOrld o f s p i r i t s .  ' H earing these: s ta tem en ts  from the  B les
sed l i p s  of B a h a 'o ’ l l a h ,  one day I  took  w ith  me Fc u r i  Bey, Hakki Bey and 
Mahmoud B ffend i Toupjee -  a l l  th re e  p o l i t i c a l  p r is o n e r s  -  and walked 
s t r a i g h t  ou t o f  th e  g a te  in to  th e  p la in  of Acca.. The s tra n g e  p a r t  o f th i s
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s tra n g e  p ro ceed in g  was th a t  w hile the  guards were s ta tio n e d  on bo th  
s id e s  o f" th e  g a te ,  they did n o t as  much as l i f t  one f in g e r  to  p rev en t 
u sffro m  going o u t, which was of course the  most n a tu r a l  th in g  fo r  them 
to -d o . On and on we w alked, r e v e l l in g  in  our new-found freedom, t i l l  
we reached th r  p re se n t So lace o f  B a h a 'o ’ l l a h  (B ah a jee ). Here they  had 
ju s t  la id  out an o rch ard , w herein they  had p lan ted  new a p r ic o t  and peach 
t r e e s .  The wind h iow ingthrough th e  b ranches s t i r r e d  our h e a r ts  w ith  a q u id  
end new v ib r a t io n .  I t  was a most id e a l  scene . That day we walked and 

walked around th e  green  coun try  and then  I  r e tu re d  to  town. S ev e ra l days 
passed  a f t e r  t h i s  ev en t, and then  I gave a f e a s t  to  the  a f f i c i a l s  o f the 
town under th e  p in e s  n ea r  B ahajee. This broke the  ta lism an  o f  in c a rc e r 
a t io n ,  and from th a t  ime I was allow ed to  go ou t and vaüik a s  my own in 
c l in a t io n  led  me. There liv e d  in  Acca a man by, th e  name, of Mohammed Pa
sha S a fv a t, who was most In im ic a l  to  th e  Cause, He h a d 'b u i l t  a p a lace  
about f iv e  or s i s  m ile s  o u ts id e  the  town. For many days I searched fo r  
a s u i ta b le  house to  re n t  fo r  th e  B lessed P e r fe c t io n ,  but X could f in d  
no th ing  e ls e  b u t th e  p a lace  of t h i s  man. A fte r  much delay  and postpone
m ent, th rough  th e  C onfirm ation  <bf God I  succeeded in  re n tin g  t h i s  p a l
ace from him a t  $2QJi®q a y e a r , provided I m ight be allowed to  r e p a i r  the  
m ansion .w ith  th e  re n r  of the f i r s t  f iv e  y:-ers« Having prepared  and f u r -  
ish ec  a l l  th e  rooms, I  o rdered  th e  c a rp e n te rs  to  make fo r  me a c a rr ia g e  
w ith  cover, which was done .in due tim e. Having p re ared ev e ry th in g  and 
a tten d ed  to  every d e t a i l ,  I  went tb; th e  B lessed  P e r fe c tio n  and s a id : 
rA good mean sion  i s  mads ready fo r  you o u ts id e  o f Acca. I t  i s  w onderfu lly  
s i tu a te d  and very  charm ing. From one s id e  th e  lo v e ly  m ountains and undu
la t i n g  v a l le y s  a re  seen ; from an o th er s id e  th e re  a re  la rg e  orange and 
mandarine o rch a rd s ; th e  o ran g es , l ik e  un to  the  red la n te r n s ,  sh in e  and 
glow through uhe g reen  boughs; from another, s id e ,  v e rd an t gardens and 
p r a i r i e s ,  f u l l  o f  n a r c i s s i  and t u l i p s  a re  seen ; th e  M ed ite rrean  g l i s t e n s  
in  the d istance .; a stream  o f coo l w ate r flow s in  th e  c e n te r ;  in  b r i e f ,  
i t  i s  an id e a l  p la c e . I  s u p p lic a te  you to  leav e  the  town and l iv e  t h e r e . 1 
The B lssed P e r fe c t io n  answ ered: ' I  am a p r is o n e r .  The p r is o n e rs  a re  n o t 
allow ed to  go beyond th e  town of A cca i1 I  re p e a te d  again  my p r a is e s  o f 
th e  f 'ls c e , and begged him to  come o u t. But to  no a v a i l .  Again He r e 
fused my re q u e s t .  I  d id  n o t ca re  to  go n wi"-;h t h i s  in s i s te n c e ,  so I  
chose s i le n c e  and l e f t  th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n 's  P re se n c e .,

" I  though t a good d e a l over th i s  m a tte r , t r y in g  to  f in d  a s o lu t io n  
^,o t h i s  problem . F in a l ly  -Id decided to  send f r-r th e  M ofti, who loved Ba~ 
h a 'o 'H a h  and enjoyed freedom of co n v e rsa tio n  in  His P re sen ce . Hhen ho 
Túnrisíffide I  to ld  him som ething had come which none o f  u s was ab le  to  cópe 
w ith  E îve him. He asked what i t  was. I  s a id :  M7e: a re  a l l  anx ious th a t  
the B lssed  P e r fe c t io n  should go out of town. I  have begged Him tw ic e , 
th e  b e l ie v e r s  have a lso  e n tre a te d ,  bu t a l l  have been re fu s e d . This i s  
thy  work. A fte r  su n se t go thou  to  th e  house , knock a t  th e  door, and i f  
th ey  ask thee  what th o u "d o s t w ant, say : ' I  have come to  meet B a h a 'o ' l l a h . r 
Thou must n o t leav e  H is P resen ce  w ith o u t H is prom ise to  go o u t.

"As soon as he was g iven  p erm issio n  to  en h-.r t-he P re sen ce , he went 
d i r e c t ly  uč Him and threw  h im se lf  a t  H is Holy F e e t, took hold  o f His 
B lessed Hand and b lu n t ly  s a id :  'My Lord.' ”?hy d o s t thou n o t go o u t. The 
country  i s  charm ing, th e  w eather i s  d e l ig h t f u l ,  th e  p a s tu re s  a re  g reen , 
th e  w ater i s  coo l and th e  p a lace  i s  made r e a d y . ' The B lessed P e r fe c t io n
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sa id  to  him: I  am a p r i s o n e r ! 1 'O h !1 ha' s a id ,  ’You a re  n o t a
r i s o n e r .  Yoti a re  f r e e .  E very th ing  depends upon your own WILL. * Again 
a h a 'o 'l l a h  o b je c te d ,b u t  th e  M ofti d id  n o t l e t  H is Hands go and i n s i s t 

ed and in s i s te d  t i l l  th e  m uch-expected prom ise was g iv en . Coming ou t o f 
th e  house th e  M ofti came to  me and im parted  to  me th e  g lad  news?-*I was 
o v erjo y ed , so much so t h a t  I  k is se d  H is l i p s  many tim es . On th e  n ex t 
day when I  stood in  th e  P resence  o f  th e  B lessed  p e r f e c t io n ,  He sm iled 
and s á ld :  TWhat a te n a c io u s  man you se n t to m e!’ I  s a id :  ’How you have 
g iv en  your prom ise to  th e  M ofti t h a t 1 you w i l l  go o u t. The c a r r ia g e  i s  
ready  a t  th e  d o o r . r -  -  -  -  I  rode w ith  Him through  th e  s t r e e t s  o f Acca 
and "beyond th e  g a te ,  Then I  a l ig h te d  from th e  c a r r ia g e  and walked to  the 
p a la c e  o f M azee-ah. The B lessed P e r fe c t io n  v/as most p leased  w ith  th e  p la c e .

I t  was about th e  m iddle o f  F eb ruary , and in  th a t  month and in  March the 
whole coun try  was bedecked w ith  f lo w e rs , th e  p la in  o f  Acca was dancing 
w ith  Joy and th e  m ountain , th e  v a l le y s  and g ardens were, in to x ic a te d  w ith  
th e  wine o f h ap p in ess  and were cry in g  ou t l 0 R ap tu re! 0 -B l i s s ! 1 Those 
heaven ly  months: and y e a rs  were sp en t in  th e  u tm ost r e jo ic in g  t i l l  i t  was 
found out th a t  th e  p la ce  was too  sm all to  accomodate th e  growing needs 
o f  th e  Holy Fam ily . Then th e re  was an o th e r p a lace  belong ing  to  Abboud 
and h is  fam ily . This was th e  f a la c e  o f  B ah ajee . Abboud and h is  c h ild re n  
g o t s ic k  and went in to  town. I  wanted to  r e n t  t h i s  p a lace  from him; he 
wished to  p re s e h t  i t  to  me and in s i s te d  upon i t .  F in a lly  I  ren te d  i t  
from him a t  $150.00 a y e a r , and B a h a 'o 'l la h  and th e  members o f  th e  Holy 
Fam ily moved in to  i t . 'F r o m  th a t  tim e on. He l iv e d  in  Hajiajee and Acca, 
a l t e r n a t e ly ,  t i l l  th e  day o f  H is d e p a r tu re  dawned upon |xs and threw  us 
in to  th e  d ep th s o f  d e s p a ir  and so rro w .”

Then he asked Sheikh Mohammed A li to  chan t th e  Holy T a b le ts , and 
th e  m eeting  was b rough t to  an end*

Ahmad Sohrab*



B ahai F e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a ifa , Syráá,
Ma r  oh '■ 24, 1914 *

Dear hk~iend.5w •
Most in t e r e s t i n g  and s ig n i f i c a n t  Bahai p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a re  l iv in g  on 

Mount C ancel. Bach . one. o f  them i s  a power in  h is  oto community and each 
h as  done much to  push hack th e  f r o n t i e r  o f  ignorance  and d is p e l  th e  dark
n e ss  of p re ju d ic e  and spread th e  l i g h t  o f d iv in e  knowledge, H .R .V ak il, 
o f S u ra t In d ia ,  i s  an e n e rg e tic  young B ahai, Born and bred in  th e  c lo se  
confinem ent and narrow  c i r c l e  o f th e  Hindu C as t.sy s tem , he has Reaped 
ou t of th e  l im ite d  "bounds in to  th e  "feroâd arena o f  u n iv e r s a l  fe llo w sh ip *
He has broken th e  ch a in s  and f e t t e r s  o f  a n c e s t r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and h id e 
bound dogmas and i s  nov? so a rin g  toward th e  sh in in g  h e ig h ts  of common b ro 
therhood* He has a sunny n a tu re  and as  th e  Beloyecl s a id :"  Always s m ile s ."
He speaks E n g lish  f l u e n t l y .and w r i te s  i t  p e r fe c t ly *  Many a r t i c l e s  w r i t 
te n  by him on th e  C«mse have appeared in  th e  E n g lish  p re s s  o f  In d ia , and 
th e re  is  e x ta n t a very  in s t r u c t iv e  pam phlet f ro m .h is  pen. Ee i s  s e t  a -  
glow w ith  th e  E ire  of th e  Love o f  God, and i s  a l iv in g  example o f  th e  
le v e l l in g  power of th e  Bahai R e v e la tio n . He has a lre a d y  ta u g h t many s o u ls ,  
and w i l l  te a c h  more when he i s  back among h is  own p eo p le , bu rn ing  w ith  
t h i s  ho ly  y e a rn in g . Whet an i l lu m in a te d , lo v in g ,' r e f in e d  face  he^hasi 
The f i r s t  moment I  looked in to  h is  face  I  loved him as one o f my d e a re s t  
b ro th e r s .  Tonight I  sp en t a d e l ig h t f u l  hour w ith  him in  my R e s t. My f e e l 
ing toward was m ingled v?ith the  sweet f ra g ra n c e  of th e  r o s e s ,  two la rg e  
v ases o f which d eco ra ted  my w r i t in g  t a b l e .  ,rMy f a th e r " ,  he s a id ,  " i s  an 
orthodox Hindu, and should he know th a t  I  had e a ten  a t  th e  same ta b le ,  
n o t only w ith  a Mohammedan or a Z o ro a s tr ia n  b u t w ith  a Hindu b e lo n g in g  
to  an&ther c a s t ,  he would disoym me fo re v e r . In d ia n  people ajje d iv id ed  
feáév.fsiiíb , 1l^^..4Jttííaaáia3Sl6n3ubBChřá4Seňisv •'TÍreáeř’ a s so b la tè k if th
eatch o th e r s o c ia l ly .  In te rm a rr ia g e  i s  r ig id ly  fo rb id d e n , and close,com 
m unication  i s  n o t a llow ed . I f  a p erson  in v i t e s  a ‘f r ie n d  to  d in n e r who 
i s  of ano ther c a s te ,  he w i l l  s e t  fo r  him a n o sep a ra te  ta b le  and he must 
consume h is  d in n e r a lo n e . The d ish e s  h e .u s e s  a re  n o t touched by th e  mem 
b e rs  o f ohe fam ily , and a re  k e p t e n t i r e ly  sep ara te*  I t  i s  m ost d i f f i 
c u l t  fo r  you to  r e a l i z e  th e  im portance o f c a s te .  The c a s te  r u le  even f o r 
b id s  a member to le av e  In d ia . I  have th re e  b ro th e r s  a l l  of whom know 
something about th e  Cause, b u t none of them have y e t accep ted  th e  Rev
e l a t i o n ,"  He ta lk e d  w ith  me about many o th e r  th in g s , about Hindu customs 
and m anners. "How", he sa id  a t  l a s t ,  " P ra ise  be to  God th a t  I  have be
come a B ahai. I  love  a l l  th e  peop le  and my h ig h e s t  wish i s  to  se rv e  man
k in d . Our Cause i s  the . Cause of S a lv a tio n . A ll th e  people a re  eag er
ly  ex p ec tin g  th e  a r r i v i á l  o f . th e  M aster. We hope he w i l l  come to  us and 
s c a t t e r  f a r  and wide th e  ra y s  o f th e  Sun o f R e a l i ty ."

In  th e  morning th e  M aster c a lle d  in to  h i s  P resence a l l  th e  newly a r 
r iv e d  p ilg r im s , and Sayad Mohammed M ostafa gave a s h o r t ,  co n c ise  r e p o r t  
o f the  work o f Dr. and M rs. G S etsinger in  Bod^oy and S u ra t. They a re  t. 
teach ing  many new -sou ls and a re  fo ld in g  h ig h  th e .T o rc h  o f  D ivine G uidance. 
S ev e ra l p e t i t io n s  from m ost im p o rtan t p ersonages -  Hindu -  were p r e s e n t
ed to the  M aster. "In  In d ia " ,  th e  Beloved s a id ,  "vre need many ab le  te a c h 
e rs  who a re  f a m il ia r  w ith  th e  system s o f  Hindu though t and know the  ven- 
a c u la r  languages* SayàdMMsftajfiaed M ostafa i s  a p e r f e c t  teach e r*  He f i l l s
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a l l  th e se  req u irem e n ts , h u t we need many bouI s l i k e  h im ."  M rs. S tan - 
n a r d 's  work in  K arachi was a lo s  review ed and œaaay h e a r t s  were made very  
happy.

The Beloved p ra is e d  D octor Bahram and h is  a c t iv e  work in  S u ra t .  "He 
i s  a t t r a c te d  and enk ind led  and I  hope he w i l l  make e x tra o rd in a ry  pr-ogres-s. 
in  t h i s  g lo r io u s  C ause."

A fte r  t h i s  m eeting  th e  b e l ie v e r s  g a th ered  around our In d ian  f r ie n d s  
and g ree ted  them w ith  love and genuine a f f e c t io n .  Sayaď M o staffa  was 
th e  speaker o f th e  hour and gave th e  h ig h e s t  commendation to  th e  pa
t ie n c e  and p e rsev e ran ce  o f Mrs. ue r s in g e r  in  the p ro c lam atio n  o f  th e  
Glad Hews o f  th e  Kingdom o f Peace. "She has d e liv e rd d  a le c tu r e  b e fo re  
th e  Ja in  S tu d e n ts ’ A sso c ia tio n , and a l l  of them a re  g r e a t ly  a t t r a c te d  
to  th e  Cause. The P re s id e n t o f t h i s  S ec t has asked h e r  to  form a c la s s  
fo r  th e i r  women and te a c h  them s y s te m a tic a l ly .  He has w r i t te n  a p e t i 
t io n  to  the B eloved, and has su p p lic a te d  him to; go to  In d ia , say in g  
th a t  th e  M a s te r 's  a r r i v a l  w i l l  co n fe r a n e w .l i f e  to  th e  In d ian  p eo p le ; 
th a t  th e se  te a c h in g s , flaw ing  from h is  l i p s  w i l l  i l lu m in e  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  

)rvO Lord, we a re  w a i t in g !¥ he says a t  the end o f  h is  l e t t e r .  ~ -  -  
A ccording to  th e  B uddhist b e l i e f s ,  th ey  have expected th e  coming o f f iv e  
Buddhas; fo u r of th e se  have appeared , th e  l a s t  one b e in g  Gautama, who 
appeared in  In d ia  b e fo re  C h r is t .  They a re  now w a itin g  fo r, th e  com ingof 
the  f i f t h  Buddha, which acco rd ing  to  ou t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  has been f u l 
f i l l e d  in  th e  M a n ife s ta tio n  of Baha1 o ' H a il. 'Whenever we t a lk  to  than 
about the  Teachings in  a g e n e ra l way, they  exp ress th e  h ig h e s t  p le a s u re ;  
b u t no sooner do we t e l l  them th a t  M itra , th e  F i f t h  Buddha, has' appear
ed , than they  make an. o b je c tio n  to  i t .  In d ia  i s  now ready  fo r  th e  Bahai 
P r in c ip le s ."  \

* \

The M aster did n o t leav e  th e  house to d ay , &nd; Gaemagain and o th e r  o f
fice :, s c a lle d  bn him. The evening was sp en t q u ie t ly  and sw ee tly  w ith  the 
Holy members o f the  fam ily , and th u s  th e re  was no m eeting ; th e  b e l ie v e r s  
ascended the M ountain, w h ile  a number o f them were ch an tin g  im provised 

.poems.

Ahmad Sohrab.



B ahai B e s t, MóunťlJaxinal*..HB±Ča, S y r ia ,
March 25, 1914.

Bear F r ie n d s : -
"Serve thy  fellow m en in  w hichever way thou a r t  a b le , and do n e t  ex

p e c t any reward from them.." T h is th e  b e l i e f  o f th e  P re s id e n t of the  
Jaiin  .Students* S o c ie ty  in  In d ia , a s  r e l s te d  by 'S ayad  Mohammed M ostafa . 
This a B ahai B e l ie f  u t te r e d  from -the l i p s  o f a Hindu, and i s  w orthy of 
a l l  p r a i s e .  The B ahais a re  n o t b ig o te d , and h a i l  the  T ruth no m a tte r  
from what source i t  may appear. They' are  n o t r e s t r i c t e d  by any l im i ta 
t io n  nor ’hoodwinked by any f a ls e  appearances. They are  the  s e rv a n ts  o f 
the  Court o f R e a l i ty  and the  w orsh ippers o f  the image o f the Roso»

This morning th e  Beloved came out of th e  house accompanied by M irza 
H adi, and took a 'lo n g  walk through the s t r e e t s  of Haifa» On h is  r e tu rn  
he g ree ted  the b e l ie v e r s  w ith  genuine co u rte sy , then  en tered  the house 
and was engaged w ith  h is  correspondence.

About eleven o 'c lo c k  he came out and s a t  in  th e  ro se  garden* For 
n e a r ly  an hour he spoke w ith the f r ie n d s ,  and pokeci w ith  them by r e l a t 
ing  v a rio u s  laughab le  s to r i e s .  Then he re t i re d ;  to  h is  room fo r  lunch 
and we ascended the M ountain, A lthough th e re  was no ,m eeting , in  i t s  
s tead  our In d ian  p h ilo sopher c a lle d  on thé  M aster and asked many more 
q u e s tio n s . He spoke to  him about the 'con tencs o f one o f h is  le c tu r e s  in  
America, concerning the fou r c r i t e r i a  of knowledge, v iz :  The sen ses , 
i n t e l l e c t ,  a u th o r i ta t iv e  r e l ig io u s  books and in s p i r a t io n  ~ and showed 
c le a r ly  how each c r i t e r io n ,  unaided by the o th e r th re e  is  defec tive»  
Then he d iscoursed  on the  - th ree  k inds o f com positions, a c c id e n ta l^  e s 
s e n t i a l  and through the W ill o f t h e •P re -E x is te n t Lord, then  he roves 
co n c lu s iv e ly  the omnipotence o f  God, through comparison w ith the human 
l im i ta t io n s ;  the  independence of God by ,ou r dependence; His Wealth by 
our poverty ; E is  Knowledge by our ignorance ; His il lu m in a tio n  by our 
darkness; and E is P e rfe c tio n  by our im p erfec tio n  -  the  man w as.beéide 
h im se lf w ith joy and ecstacy* Then the  idea  of pantheism  and " A ll- in -A ll 
was broached and e lu c id a te d , proving th a t  i t  i s : th e  effu lgence  o f the 
g rim ai W ill re f le c tin g -  in  th ese  phenomena and n o t the Essence ' i t s e l f .
The E-S&ence i s sano ti.f-i sfl above eg ress and in g r e s s ,  f la u n t o r-d e sc e n t. 
Speaking about the v a r io u s  denom inations and s e c ts  which now and then 
crop up amongst the v a rio u s  r e l ig io n s ,  he s a id :  "They appear and d is 
appear. They have no im portance w hatsoever in  the r e l ig io u s  w orld. They 
a re  no t based upon a permanent foundation . They ; are  b u i l t  on the s h i f t 
ing sands of tim e. They e s s e n t ia l  v e r i t i e s  o f the d iv ine r e l ig io n s  a re  
changeless. How many s e c ts  have sprung up, and again  are  d ro n e d  by th e _  
sea  of tim èl Th .̂y are  l ik e  unto bubbles, which a re  and y e t are  n o t .— " 
"The course of t h i s  stupendous C reation  i s  n o t changed through th e i r  

f£3i±nàq.<>Æogiûatic a s s e r t io n s ;  b u t t^ag  a re  changed; through the fo rce  of 
circum stances or the  exigences of ramé This world i s  l ik e  un
to  an o rchard ; th e re  must needs be a g a td en er. The world i s  a g re a t 
school; we must have te a c h e rs .

"Every movement today c r ie s  fo r  a new s p i r i t  o f baptism  and reform 
a t io n . Where i s  the u n iv e rs a l  Reformer? Fór the d isp e ll in g  of these 
darknesses there  must needs be á L ig h t. Row in v e s tig a te  day and n ig h t 
th a t  you may discover the .source of th i s  L ights I t  i s  w ell known th a t 
the powers of philosophy and p o l i t i c s  are unable to  u n ite  various n a tio n ^
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and com m unities. S earch ,, th en , fo r  th i s  source o f I l lu m in a tio n . Where- 
ever you f in d  th e re  a re  th e  s ig n s  o f F i r e ,  tu rn  your face  toward i t  
w ith o u t h e s ita t io n ,-  thou  a lo v e r  o f r e a l i t y  and g ive no heed to  su
p e r f i c i a l i t i e s .  lo v e  thou th e  K ernel and n o t th e  s h e l l .  I  hope th a t  
thou  maye s t  p a rtak e  o f the . f r i i i t  o f  e x is te n c e  end th a t  thy  l i f e  may 
he crowned, w ith  e te r n a l  r e s u l t s !  M ayest thou ev e r become e n lig h te n e d , 
r a d ia n t  and s p i r i t u a l !  T his i s  my p ray e r fo r  th e e !"

When he l e f t  he was very  an x io u s-to  k is s  the : hands .of the  loved , 
b u t 'h e  did n o t 1 s t  him do: i t ;  - in s te a d , Abdul Baha k is se d  h i s  face  and 
fo r  about h a l f  a m inute they  were locked in  each' o th e r s 1 arm s, the Mas
t e r  k is s in g  him, s e v e ra l  tim es . In  t h i s  manner th e  g r e a te s t  a n ta g o n is ts  
a re  humbled b e fo re  him. I  w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  a c lo se  w ith  the 
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f th e  Holy T ab le ts.- .Addre sing  an' American seeker o f  T ru th , 
he sy a c : -

■ MI f  thou d e s i r e s t  to  d i s p e l l  the darkness of the  world of n a tu re , 
enk ind le  thou  a candle of g u id an ce . I f  thou s s e k e s t  an abundant h a r 
v e s t ,  sow thou pure se e d s . I f  t h oú ý e a rn e s t  a f t e r  lu c io u s  f r u i t s ,  p la n t 
th o u  b le s se d  t r e e s .  That i s ; -  I llu m in e  th e  lie a r t  w ith  ;the F ir e  o f  the 
lo v e  of God; l iv e  in  accord w ith  th e  E x h o rta tio n  of th e  B lessed  P e r
f e c t io n ,  - and r e a d .th e  Hidden Words. S tr iv e  so th a t  thou m ayst p r a c t ic e  
each  one of th e s e  T each ings, S h ou ldst thou  be a s s is te d  -with such Be
s to w a l, thou  s h a l t  be th e  means of th e  gu idance of th y  fam ily  a s  w e ll 
a s  o th e rs*  -  -  - ,T

,r0 thou  se ek e r a f t e r  the  Kingdom o f God! Thy l e t t e r  was re c e iv e d ..
I t  con tained  p r a is e  and commendation o f  r  ----  T ru ly  I  say she i s  one
of the d au g h te rs  of th e  Kingdom, She has a pure h e a r t  and a r a d ia n t  
s p i r i t .  She has th e  u tm ost long ing  to  se rv e  th e  d iv in e  Kingdom. There
fo re  h e r  eyes a re  illu m in ed  and h er e a rs  a re  h e a r in g . I  hopie th a t  a l l  
o f y o u .w il l  u n i te  your f o r c e s 'to g e th e r  and r a i s e  the melody o f th e  King
dom o f God, .and become th e  means o f th e  appearance of th e  oneness o f 
th e  world of hum an ity .' -  ** -  n

”0 thou  daugh ter of th e  Kingdom! Thy l e t t e r ,. l i k e  unto  th e  Song o f 
the  w o rb lô r, caused joy and ha, p iness*  C onsequently  I  read i t  w ith  the  
u tm ost a t t e n t io n .  C ontinue th e  c la s s  o f the study  o f the  Book o f Ighan.
-  -  - l ik e w is e  read  o th e r  w orks, rev ea led  by Balia ' o 1 l l a h .  This w i l l  be
come th e  cause o f s p i r i t u a l  p ro g re ss  and you w i l l  b-ecome f u l ly  informed 
v /ith  th e  P r in c ip le s  o f th e  Cause o f  God., S im ila r ly  th e  su tdy  o f th e  book 
o f M irza Abul F&zl w i l l  g r e a t ly  en la rg e  th e  sphere o f  your though ts and 
co n fe r upon you a new s p i r i t . ,  - - - - - -

Ahmad S chrab .



Bahai B e s t ,  Mount Carm el, H a ifa , S y ria j 
Maroh 26, 1914.

Bear P r ie n d s :-
Wheh our Beloved was in'Hew York C ity , he a tten d e d  a m eeting  in  the  

Bowery M ission  on A p r i l  19, 1912. L ast y e a r  th e  B e lie v e rs  g o t to g e th e r  
and h e ld  a n o th e r  m eeting  on th e  same d a te , commemorating t h i s  r a th e r  h i s 
t o r i c  e v e n t. The Bowery M is s i to n is  an i n s t i t u t i o n  devoted to  th e  i n t e r 
e s t s  of the  poor people,''fend i s  t ry in g  to  a s s i s t  them n o t on ly  p h y s ic a lly  
h u t m o ra lly  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y .  L ast y ea r th e  M aster se n t them a message 
|irom Germany. This y e a r  he sends them h i s  message from th e  fo o t o f  Mount 
Carm el. He s a y s : -

”0 ye beloved com panionsÎ The peop le  o f  th e  world a re  d iv ided  in to  two 
c la s s e s .  One c la s s  a re  th e  r i c h  ( c a p i t a l i s t s ) . The r ic h  make a d isp la y  
o f th e  showy and gaudy t i n s e l s  o f  t h i s  m a te r ia l  Y/orld, and a t ta c h  t h e i r  
h e a r ts  and so u ls  to  the w ealth  o f  t h i s  mound o f e a r th ;  which w ea lth  l ik e  
unto  a v an ish in g  shadow d isa p p ea rs  a t  every  moment. The o th e r  ciA ss a re  
th e  poor ( la b o r e r s ) .  They a re  f re e  from th e  ta rn is h e d  p o sse ss io n s  and 
s ta in e d  d e c o ra tio n s  o f  t h i s  e a r th ly  l i f e .  Hence th ey  must a t ta c h  them selve 

to  the  world of th e  Kingdom and connect t h e i r  h e a r t s  w ith  th e  heavenly  
u n iv e rs e . This i s  the  e t e r n a l  G if t !  This i s  th e  e v e r la s t in g  Opulence!
The tr e a s u re  o f  t h i s  e a r th ly  sphere  w i l l  in  th e  end cause p e rp le x ity  and 
v ex a tio n ; w hereas th e  t r e a s u re  o f the Kingdom i s  in u reaàed  day by day, i s  
conducive to  the  t r a n q u i l l i t y  o f th e .h e a r t  and th e  s o u l,  co n fe rs  n ev e r-  
ending l i f e  and causes i t s  p o sse sso r  to  sh in e  anâ gleam l ik e  unto  a s ta r  
from th e  h o rizo n  o f the, Realm o f  M ight. Thus i t  i s  rev ea led  in  th e  Holy 
Book; ’B lessed  a re  th e  poor in  s p i r i t ;  fo r  t h e i r s  i s  the Kingdom o f  Hea
ven. B lessed  a re  th e  naked; fo r  they  s h a l l  be c lo th e d . B lessed  a re  the  
hungry; fo r  they  s h a l l  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  hunger a t  th e  ta b le  a f  D ivine Sus
te n a n c e .1 Thus' i t  has become ev id en t th a t  we who are  p oo r, a lthough  we 
a re  deprived  o f th e  e a r th ly  food , y e t  we have tak en  a p o r tio n  from the 
Table o f God’s in e x h a u s tib le  su p p ly . A lthough in  the  e s tim a tio n  of the 
peop le  we a re  low ly , y e t  in . th e  Eye o f God we, a re  d e a r . A lthough we a re  
hungry , y e t  we have p a rta k e n  o f  th e  heaven ly  b re a d . A lthough we a re  na
ked y e t we a re  honored w ith  th e  Garment o f  th e  Most Eminent Bestow al!
A t r e e  d e s t i t u t e  o f  leaveB and blossom s w i l l  become g reen  and verdan t 
th rough  th e  g race  o f  th e  s p r in g . A p ie ce  o f  e a r th  f re e d  from a l l  o th e r  
p la n ts  w i l l  be transform ed  in to  em erald meadows and charming f lo w ers . 
.Although we m ight have d if f ic u l-w r tie s  and a f f l i c t i o n s  in  t h i s  ephemeral 
w orld , y e t  composure and b l i s s  d è s tin e d  fo r  u s  in  th e  Realm o f  M ighti 
a lth o u g h  th e  t e r r e s t r i a l  lamp i s  e x tin g u ish e d fo r  u s  in  our home and n e s t ,  
y e t we enjoy th e  i l lu m in a tio n  o f th e  heaven ly  lamp. A lthough'w e are  be
r e f t  o f the  mundane p le a s u re s  and co m fo rts , y e t  we have rece iv ed  a goodly 
Phare from th e  id e a l  d e l ig h ts  and super-mundane enjoym ents.

The P ro p h e ts  of God and th e  Holy D iv ine M a n ife s ta tio n s  did n o t a t ta c h  
t h e i r  h e a r ts  to  th e  com fort, composure and r ic h e s  o f  t h i s  inperm anent 
w orld . Even His H o liness C h r is t  crowned. H is Head w ith  th e  Diadem o f Pov
e r ty  and a ttach ed  H is h e a r t  to  th e  T reasu re  o f  the Kingdom. Prom t h i s  i t  
s made m a n ife s t th a t  p o v erty  i s  n o t th e  cause o f th e  d eg rad a tio n , n e i -  
her does w ealth  in su re , the  honorsand f e l i c i t y ,  d f th e  world o f  hum anity, 
ere  such the ca se , u n q u es tio n ab ly  a l l  th e  P ro p h e ts  o f  God would have 
een r i c h  and C h r is t  would have been th e  f i r s t  M u lt i-M ill io n a ire  in  th e  
uman w orld ; w h ile  in  r e a l i t y  H is hed c o n s is te d  o f a few spans o f e a r th  

in  th e  w ild e rn e ss ; H is lamps-.were ■ th e  s t a r s  o f  heaven and H is food was 
no o th e r  th an  th e  g ra s s  o f  th e  f i e l d .  Hence i t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  ind igence i s
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is  not the means of hum ilia tio n . Undoubtedly th a t Di Tine Being could 
have obtained in  every way the means of comfort and ease fo r  HimselfJ 
hut in  order to make His advioes e f fe c tiv e  upon o thers and to  oonsole 
the h ea rts  of the poor. He clad  Eiznself in  the garb of Poverty, crowned 

k His head w ith  the Diadem of Poverty and outwardly remained homeless and 
" s h e l te r le s s .  Likewise His Holiness Baha’o’ l la h  spent many days in  the 

utmost poverty . During the term of His imprisonment in  Teheran, His d a i
ly  ra tio n  was one lo a f of bread only. According to the opinion of some 
people i t  i s  im possible to imagine g re a te r poverty than th i s l  Often He 

passed His time amidst the g re a te s t want and need. While He was e a s i
ly  able to gather around Himself the means of liv e lih o o d , affluenoe and 
luxury. The accumulated w ealth  o f the p resen t day nations of the
world, in  comparison w ith th a t which is  hidden in  the. e a rth , is  as a 
drop compared w ith  the i l l im ita b le  sea . How many r ic h  gold and s i lv e r  
mines are concealed w ith in  the bowels of th is  e a rth , and how many pre
cious gems are buried  under the groundi Consider how r ic h  is  th is  weak 
ea rth  and a l l  to no purposel Therefore as long as you are  ab le , yearn
fo r the trea su re  of the Kingdom; seek ye the w ealth of the ce l e s t i a l  
world, search a f te r  the ev e rla s tin g  Bestowals, abide and liv e  in  the 

* heavenly palace and partake ye a share and a p o rtio n  from the D ivine, 
S p ir i tu a l  Poods. Thank ye God th a t ye are  the ob ject o f' thé compassion 
of the Lord of mankind, — fo r  His Holiness C hrist says: ’Blessed are 
the p o o rl’ I  hope a lso  th a t your d a ily  bread may be provided, and in  the 
most eminent Bestowal ye may become the p a rtn e rs  and asso c ia te s  of Ab
dul Baha. I  beg of God th a t the means of p ro sp e rity  and success be p re
pared fo r you from a l l  d ire c tio n s , *

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas*
Having a lready  w ritte n  something on the sub jec t of Bahai C onsultation,

I would lik e  to quote here in  the te x t of a Tablet revealed today to  one 
of the Western Assemblies, th is 'show ing  h is  l a t e s t  u tte ran ce  on th is  
most important su b je c t. He sa y s :-

"The l e t t e r  th a t thou hast w ritte n  to  h is  honor Mirza Ahmad Sohrab was 
perused. The Boaed of C onsultation is  rad ia n t and s p i r i tu a l  and is  most 
acceptab le . I t  i3 the cause of confirm ation from the p a r t of the Cle
ment Lord. Consequently I  pray th a t th i s  Board of C onsultation may be 
continued and remain firm  and s te a d fa s t . I t  Is assured th a t such a Board 
of C onsultation w il l  have most g rea t effect.®  •

About the conditions of, a Teacher, h e -w rite s :-
“Concerning the teachers of the Cause: They must l iv e  in  accord with 

the in s tru c tio n s  of His Holiness C h ris t, so th a t : in  whichever c ity  they 
^  may en te r , on the eve of th e i r  departure they may shake even the dust 
^  of th a t  c ity  from o ff th e i r  shoes. They must l iv e  in  the utjpost s ta te  of 

severance, a t t r a c t io n  and independence;■but i f  someone through pure love 
and w ith  the utmost in s is ten ce  a s s is t s  them, and they accept such voJL- 
uutary co n trib u tio n , they have not committed any wrong* Notwithstand
ing th is ,  i t  is  b e t t e r (fo r them ^o l iv e  w ith utmost s a n c tif ic a tio n  and 
h o lin e ss . Unless they are g rea t want* -  -  -  - n

The most in te re s tin g  évent of the day was thé V is it  of a  dozen American 
to u r is ts  to the Beloved. They had sent word th a t having heard and read 

! .tbout the Movement, they would consider i t ' a  most g rea t p r iv ile g e  i f  the 
.Caster would be kind enough to  receive tbem, so the time was arranged fo r 
■.he evening. The meeting was very, much lik e  one of the gatherings in  Amer
ic a . When they a rriv ed , the Beloved welcomed them with open arms and gra
cious manner. One of them asked about the Teachings and h is to ry  of the
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Cause, and t h i s  gave th e  Beloved an o p p o rtu n ity  to  speak fo r  more th an  
an hour* s ta t in g  th e  P r in c ip le s  one by one and em phasizing them w ith  
such fo rc e  and power th a t  l i s t e n e r s  were g r e a t ly  im p tessed . Toward 
th e  end o f h is  speech  he. s a id :  “I  h o p e 'th e  day i s  coming when a l l  the  
n a tio n s  w i l l  g a th e r  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f fe llo w sh ip  and embrace each o th e r* 
w ith  p e r f e c t  am ity ,, th a t  th ey  may l iv e  to g e th e r  l ik e  a  f lo c k  o f doves*",. 
"This w i l l  be a  heaven ly  s t a t e ! 0 one o f them exclaim ed, "Y es!" th e  Mas

te r  s a id .  "We must e s t a b l i s h  heaben on th e  face  o f th e  e a r th ."  " I f  we l iv e  
here such a  l i f e  o f  b ro th e r ly  lo v e , ' i t  w i l l  be heaven!" a n o th e r  one s a id ,.  
Then th e  Beloved d isc u sse d  in  d e t a i l  th e  q u e s tio n s  of I n te r n a t io n a l  Peace , 
and U n iv e rsa l Lafaguage, and p o in te d  ou t th e  b e n è f i t s  which w i l l  acctrue 
to  th e  w orld o f hum anity th ro u g h  th e  ad o p tio n  of b o th . When they  l e f t  
th e  house, th e  M aster r e t i r e d  to  h is  room v ery  exhausted  b u t in  good h ea lc  

This morning th e  B eloved, w h ile  w alk in g  to  and f ro  . in  h is  own room ,d ic
ta te d  a number, o f T a b le ts  to  th e  B e lie v e rs  in  P e r s ia  ans England, g iv in g  
them in s t ru c t io n ^  re g a rd in g  th e  v a r io u s  m a tte rs  in  th e  Cause. Then w hile  
he was d ic ta in g ,  an Arab was announced, and a f t e r  a  few m inutes an o th e r 
one came in .  in  a  p sy c h o lo g ic a l way, the  M aster r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e se  grown
up c h i ld re n  of n a tu re  were no t frien d ly - w ith  each o th e r ,  and as  a s u b tle  
m echanician of human n a tu re , he s t a r t e d  im m ediately to  e s ta b l i s h  c o n c i l 
ia t io n  betw een them* Each o f them s a t  th e re  inw ardly  grow ilpg  a t  h i s  en- 
eiry. At f i r s t  th e  Beloved spoke to  them in  such a manner as to  make them
laugh . They d id  no t want o t  laugh , n e i th e r  d id  they  want o t look a t  each
o th e r , b u t th ey  cou ld  no t h e lp  doing b o th . Thus th e  ice. was broken* Then
w ith  h is  deep in s ig h t  in to  th e  d is p o s i t io n  o f th e se  men, he. s a id : -

"Are no t men r e a l ly  c h ild re n ?  The l i f e  of man i s  b u t a  few days, th en  
d ea th  o v e rta k es  them. I s  i t  no t f o o l i s h  to  a t t a c h  o n e 's  h e a r t  to  the  
w orld ly  love  and h a te ?  Why should  we l e t  envy and h a tre d  se p a ra te  us?
The s tran g e  p a r t  o f i t  i s  th a t  th ey  have no outward e x is te n c e . H appiness 
i s  the  King o f our h ea rteu  L et us no t p a r t  from  i t .  I f  th e  cand le  of hap
p in e ss  i s  ig n i te d  in  th e  chamber o f th e  h e a r t ,  a l l  th e  fo reb o d in g  gloom 
of e v i l  su g g e s tio n s  w i l l  be d is p e l le d .  My home i s  th e  home o f peace* MS 
home is  th e  horné o f joy  and d e l ig h t .  My home i s  th e  home o f la u g h te r  and 
e x u l ta t io n .  Whosoever e n te r s  th ro u g h  th e  p o r ta l s  o f  t h i s  home, must go 
out w ith  a  gladsome h e a r t .  T h is th e  th e  home o f l i g h t ;  whosoever e n te rs  
th e re  must become illu m in e d . T his i s  th e  home of Knowledge;: th e  one who 
e n te rs  i t  must re c e iv e  Knowledge, This th e  home o f Love: th o se  who come 
in  must le a r n  th e  le s so n s  o f lo v e ; th u s  may th ey  know how to  love each  
o th e r .  Whenever I  see p eo p le  e x e rc is e  lçv e  and g o odfe llow sh ip  amongst 
them selves, my h e a r t  is. ex ceed in g ly  r e jo io e d .  -  -  -  -  God w i l l in g ,  you ..w ill 
alw ays love each o th e r .  P ra is e  be to  God th a t  you a re  b ro th e r s  in  f a i t h . .  
You a re  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f one co u n try , th e  in h a b i ta n ts  of one town, th e  mem
b e rs  o f your f a m il ie s  have, known each  o th e r  f o r  y e a r s .  Why th en  t h i s  feud? 
Why t h i s  i l l - f e e l i n g ?  Why t h i s  m utual h a tre d ? "  Then he r e la te d  to  them 
s to ry  a f t e r  s to r y ,  making them now laugh  and now se rio u sv  F in a l ly  when he 
observed, the  ^ime &&d. come, he go t uj? from  h is  s e a t  and asked them to  k is s  
each  o th e r  and Üè i f ú é  f r ie n d s  eVe± a f te rw a rd s i  " I s  i t  no t much b e t t e r  to  
be friendB  th an  enem ies?" The i ía s te r  ášked them. Then he went in to  an o th er 
room.and brought candy and two s i l k  h an d k e rch ie fs  f o r  each one. "By th i s  
token you a re  p l ig h te d  to g e th e r . f o r e v e r ." W ith what p a t ie n c e , p e rsev e ran ce  
and lo v in g -k in d n e ss  he made th e se  to  enem ies f r ie n d s !  "We a re  th e  slaveB 
of Abbas E ffe n d i . We w i l l  do th y  ho ly  b id d in g , j t  seems God d ir e c te d  our 
steps to  your home t h i s  m orning. th ey  sa id*  They l e f t  th e  house lau g h in g  
tnd h o ld in g  each  o t h e r 's  hands a s  a  s ig n  o f am icable r e la t io n s h ip .  .A* S*.
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MavayC^bypnrf».̂  » H a i f a ,  S y r i a ,
' March 27, 1914*

Dear P rle n d s :-
A, number of the p ilg rim s from Ind ia  found-the ir way in to  the ro se- 

garden th is  morning, while the Beloved was walking through the beds of 
roses and hyacinths th a t perfume the a i r  with: th e i r  fra g ra n t odor* How 
and then the Master would stop h is  walk, pluck a rose here, a carnation  
there , and a f te r  inhaling  the fragrdnoe, would give i t  to  the anxious 
p ilg rim s, who would in tu rn  preserve i t  and Carry i t  w ith them as a  nev
e r-to -b e -fo rg o tte n  token of h is  love* N»B*Vakil was amongst the p ilg rim s 
w aiting to hear the word of h is  Lord. Chairs were brought out and he or
dered them to s i t .  Then he sa t h im self. The rays of the morning sun 
flooded the spac e w ith warmth; there  was an a i r  of peace and charming 
q u ie tn e s s ..Ohl i t  was a lovely  hour to be here , so b e a u tifu l to  bask un
der the s unshine of Divine Bounty^. The flow ers and the t re e s , the moun
ta in  and the sea, a l l  nature seemed to  give p ra ise  to  the Lord,* In th eé iri. 
unoonscious tongues they whispered to  each o ther: • ®2t is  good to be herel.-'

Then the Beloved spoke?- *The 8 £ ir tu a !  ïood i s  preparedj. Blessed, are  
they who ea t therefrom* M ateria l food is  not ‘important* Nowadays mankind 
gives more importance to m a te ria l sustenance than s p ir tu a l  fo o d ., There 
are m illions of carnivorous men, while the sentim ent of herbivorous or 
vegetarianism  is  gaining impetus and have folíW ers a l l  over the world. 
While I  was in  America one of the b e lie v e rs , by the name of M. Bourgeois, 
of Hew York C ity , who is  a v ege ta rian , in v ited  me to  d inner. Such nu
t r i t io u s  d ishes were prepared w ith nuts and vegetables and r io e , th a t 
anyone Could, e a s ily  dispense w ith  mfcat eating* I  sa id  to  M, and Mmme* 
Bourgeois: :*I f  you can .concoct subh d e lic io u s  d ishes w ith vegetables 
and nu ts, I l  can assure you many people w il l  jo in  your crusade against 
slaughtering  animals and eatirig th e ir  f l e s h . r

ffC rea tionally  every moving ob ject is  supplied a t the time of i t s  
b i r th  w ith d is t in c tiv e  instrum ents fo r  the m astication  and d igestion  
of i t s  food. Prom these organic instrum ents an in te l l ig e n t  person cam 
recognize the kind of food and ed ib les to  be consumed by each c rea tu re .. 
Por examplej the lio n , wolf , leoparji and se a l axe w ell known and to what 
category they belong. Their, m asticating  instrum ents are  cam iverous* 
Having large  arid sharp te e th , w ith more or less, crooked edges, they are  
s tru c tu ra lly  adapted to  feed upon f le s h . The eagle and fa lco n  likew ise 
belong to th is  order* I t  is  im possible fo r them to piok up g ra in s . The 

p ro jec tio n  of the rupper po in ts  of th e i r  beaks a re  orooked and longer, 
while the lower endings are sh o r te r . $he te e th  of a  lio n  are ourved, 
showing c le a r ly  th a t i t  cannot liv e  on grass or grain* I t  is  c ré â t iona lly  
a flasbr-eating  animal*. On the e ther hand, another order of Mammalia, such 
as sheep, cows, camels, e to . ,  çxè herbivorous animals* Their te e th  axe 
constructed s im ila r unto scy thes. This makes i t ,  se lf-e v id e n t th a t  th e i i  
food is  grass* Man’s form ation è# te e th  is  s tru o tu a lly  d if fe re n t  .H e  
has1 molars fo r grinding hard substances., in c iso rs  which are adapted fo r 
cu tting  vegetab les, and the canines and b icusp ids are not made fo r meat- 
ea tin g . Thus i t  is  m anifest th a t in  the c rea tio n  of God, man is  not en
dowed w ith oarniverous instrum ents; h is  foods: co n sis t of nu ts , vege
tab les  and o ther products of the vegetable Kingdom* uoar through the prac
t ic e  of long ages of m eat-eating , man has subverted th i s  d iv ine p lan ,
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and were i t  not Cor the invention  -of cul.ina$ #  a r t ,  i t  would have been 
a-m atter Af im p o ssib ility  to  ea t meat* The tRhtenance o f  man is  f r u i t s ,  
g ra ins and sweet, f re sh  vegetab les. Prom the « tan ip o in t of the modern 
p h y s ic is t or molecular s c i e n t i s t w i t h  h is  microscope* man i s  d a ily  e a t
ing thousands* nay m illions of m olecules, l iv in g ,>in v is ib le  ’anim als’ .
The b a c te r io lo g is t  fr ig h ten s  us w ith  h is  microscpoe, by showing m illions 
of l iv e  b a c te r ia  in  a l l  the ed ib le  th in g s , such as cheese, m ilk, f r u i t s ,  o 

’’He taun ts  the vegetarian  by saying; ’Thou a r t  absta in ing  from ea tin g  
the f le s h  of the b ig  anim als, such as sheep, cows, chickens, e tc . ,  but 
p lease do come fo r  one hour in to  my labo ra to ry  and I  w il l  show in  a p iece 
of cheese through my microscope, the coun tless , moving, crawling a n i
mals, too minute to be Been w ith  the naked eye. Prom a hum anitarian stands 
po in t th ere  i s  no d iffe ren ce  between the b ig  and the small anim als. Thus 
although thou a r t  re fra in in g  from ea ting  the f la s h  of large anim als, thou 
aahst not ab s ta in  from eating  the sm all, in v is ib le  onesI’

’•Prom another philosophic standpoint a l l  the animate and inanimate 
organisms are  subjeot to the unchangeable law of e a te r  and eatenl. Behind 
th is  law there  l i e s  hidden a' deep, cosmic wisdom, thus every prim ordial 
atom may tra v e l  through a l l  thé in f in i te  degrees of ex istence and in  each 
degree, appear in  a d if fe re n t form and m anifest a p a r tic u la r  v ir tu e , and 
through i t s  upward march may gather the expereinoes of a l l  the Kingdoms 
of l i f e .  Por example, the in v is ib le  molecule f i r s t  appears in  the m ineral 
kingdom, m igrates through a i l  the forms of the m in e ra l 'l i f e ,  and in  every 
form aoquires a c e r ta in  v ir tu e ; then having completed i t s  appren ticesh ip  
and gained a l l  the experiences p e rta in in g  to th a t world, s tep s  in to  the 
vegetable wcfld prepared fu l ly  fo r i t s  new experiences* Slowly by degrees 
i t  tra v e ls  through the vegetab le , anim al, and human kingdoms, gathering  
a t every step  new experiences, new, forms and new v ir tu e s . líerein  l ié s  the 
meaning of the ph ilo soph ical epigram; ’A ll things, are involved in  a l l  
things! ■’ In th is  manhër d l l  th ings march upward and unlim ited progress 
is  obtained. Por example: the power of l i f e  innate in  the s o i l  ,is ap
p ropria ted  by the  seeds and the growth of grass is  made p o ss ib le ; in  tu rn  
the v ir tu e  augmentative la te n t  in  the grass is  absorbed by the anim als.. 
Although outwardly the form of the grass is  lo s t ,  y e t i t  has gone in to  
th e  make-up of a higher l i f e ;  thus th e  death of oné confers l i f e  upon 
the  other* There is  one adore p o in t be considered, and i t  is  th is ;
Every in fe r io r  degree does nut grasp the experience* of & superior de
gree. The vegetable kingdom is  completely put of touch w ith the animal 
l i f e .  I t  has net the powers of hearing and s ig h t$ S im ilarly  thé animal, 
steeped in the f a c u l t ie s  of sense percep tion , déas not comprehend the 
world of i n t e l l e c t .  In  i t s  own language i t  c r ie s  out: Where is  the world 
of the in te l le c t?  In lik e  manner the u n sp ir i tu a l  man dénies the Immortal
i ty  of the so u l. Why? Because he is  'liv in g  in  an in fe r io r  degree. Just 
as a oow denies the existence of the in te l le c t ,  the m a te r ia l is t  negates 
the im m ortality of the s o u l .3',

In the afternoon, thé Beloved oalled  me in to  h is  Presence,, and many 
le t t e r s  were read to  him from America and Germany, a l l  .of which gave him 
much pleausre and joy. The moment he s ta r te d  to answer them* fiv e  young 
.Arabs ca lled  on him. He spoke to them w ith the w ealth and flowers of the
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Arabic language about th e  a n c ie n t h i s to r y  of S y ria , i t s  p re s e n t impor
tan ce , and how th e  m o ra li ty  o f th e  peop le  must be b e t te r e d  b e fo re  they  
can .tak e  th e i r  p la c e s  in  th e  fam ily  of l iv in g ! n a t io n s .  The p ro g re ss  of 
the  E ast has always been! th rough  th e  appearance o f th e  l i g h t  of th e  Sun 
of S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  th ro u g h  t h i s ’ avenue a lo n e  can th ey  make stupendous’ 
advancement*. . Then th e se  young men l e f t ,  r e f re s h e d  w ith  th e
in v ig o ra tin g  b reeae  of h is  w o rd s , and o thers! came. They a ls o  re c e iv e d  
th e i r  share of th e  grace's, a n d 'b o u n tie s  o f. th e  Lord of mankind. Then he 
'Sent fo r  Sayad M ostafa, from  'Rangoon,, and H.R* V ak il, o f S u ra t .  The f o r 
mer gave an i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d 'c le a r  review  of th e  r e l ig io u s  c o n d itio n s  of 
In d ia , and th e  m otives an im ating  th e  v a r io u s  s e c ts  and c reed s and c a s te s ,  
a l l  oil,which went f a r  to  dem onstra te  th a t  the! Endian peop le  have a g re a t  
ideal, to  g e t. r i d  o f ,  and should  be reached  q u ic k ly .tSářfv1- th e  E hhai R évéla - 
tion 'ioay  b̂ ip-gd.' th e  p a la c e  of b ro th erh o o d  on th e  o ld  ru in s*  The tim e; i s  
approaching when th e  B ahais m u s t 'ta k e  an a c t iv e  p a r t  i,n th e  r e l ig io u s  
re fo rm atio n  of th a t  co u n try . *

Turning h is  fa ce  to  TT.R.Vakil, th e  Beloved de.id: nErom In d ia  I  have 
rece iv ed  many l e t t e r s  „p ra is in g  and commending you. ÍTow";I see w ith  my 
own:eyes, th a t  p r a is e  be to  God, th e se  p r a is e s  and commendations axe 
■ hot'.on ly"fu lly  m a n ife s t in  you, b u t you± c h a ra c te r  looms la rg e r  and 
more s ig n i f ic a n t .  ,You a re  g r e a te r  th an  th e  p ic tu r e  p o r tra y e d  in  the  
l e t t e r s ,  O ften . i t  happens, th a t  wě h ea r a , g r e a t  d e a l about a p e rso n , b u t 
in  th e  f i r s t  m eeting a l l  our .'good o p in io n s about him a re  wiped away; • 
b u t p ra is e  be to  God th a t  in  our f i r s t  m eeting you. became v ery  deger to  
me* Are th e  members, o f y ó u r’ c a s te  in v e s t ig a t in g , , , s e a rc h in g , or a re  
they" S a t is f ie d  with, t h e i r  old. custom s? -  -  How s ig n i f i c a n t  th a t  you a re  
th e  f i r s t ;  b e l ie v e r  in  th a t  community! I  hope th a t  when;.you w i l l  leav e  
t h i s  Holy Spot, you w i l l  become th e  causé of t h e i r  gu idance , and God 

W illing^ thy  b re a th  s h a l l  have a  g re a t  e f fe c t iu p o n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  Thou w i l t  
go away w ith  a new f i r e  b u rn in g  in ' th y  h e a r t  and a  new power im p e llin g  
th ee  onward", and thou  s h a l t  become confirm ed . How you must r a i s e  th e  
v o ice  of the  Kingdom a l l  over In d ia , summoning th e  peop le  to  th e  P ara
d is e  o f Abha. . -  -  -  I  am very  p le a se d  w ith  th e e . I  love th ee  v ery  much.. 
Thou h a s t  a  r a d ia n t  face  and a  luminous h e a r t  .I*

/ In  tl^e i evening, we had a  lo v e ly  m eeting , b u t only . T a b le ts  and po-, 
ems were chan ted ; th e  ICaster was too  t i r e d  to  speak . The room was th ro b 
bing, w ith  h is  d iv in e  s p i r i t  o f Lové and Compassion. T h e se 'a re  soich won=- 
d e r fu l  n ig h ts ;  th e se  people coming from every  clim e and b e lo n g in g  to  
every r e l ig io n  l i v e  in  the  P i lg r im s 1 HOme w ith  s p i r i t u a l  u n ity  and ac 
cord » I f  th e re  were a iP e rs ia n  s te n o g ra p h e r , he could  hand down to  pos
t e r i t y  the  most: in s t r u c t iv e  re p o r t* .

AhmeLd Sohrab*



Bahai-Mést , JUtount Carmel,
' • :. H a ifa ’IsyriS', March 28, 1914.. .

Bear= PriendBî>*. ■•■; d* • ’ "• v ,
. Mobody w i l l  ob ject I  am sure i f  I  open th is : l e t t e r  with, the trans-* >• 

l a t  ion of four lovely  l i t t l e  T ablets w ritte n  w ritte n  w ith the Màst’èr*b 
own'blessed-hand* The f i r s t  two are- fo r the Z oroastrian  b e liev e rs  in  Bom— 

m  bay; * E J J J .  ü  D Î
-- 0 God su ffe r .th e se  wanderers around thy abode to become Thy passionate

lovers , freed  from the known and ' the unknown';. V erily  Thou a r t  the Pow
e r fu l and theM igh ty l, (S igned). Abdul Baha A isbas.

H*E I.S .. G Ô B I 1 
Oi'Thou kind::Almightyl .'Bestow Thou á refuge and a  p ro tec tio n  to  th is  home
le s s  and S h e lte rle ss  servant of Thine, Rostam Iran  -  under Thy shade, 
and confer ’upon him Thy jo y a n d  fragrançeZ; .(Signed) Abdul Bàha Abbas..

The o ther two are revealed to the-Ashkabad b e liev ers ::-
"■H | I S G ,0 . B 4 ’

9f L ord!. Clothe th is  Thy servant w ith  the Garment of the Most Great B'e*- 
stowal and p ro tec t him ‘from every ' évili-."Verily Thou art, !the Clement sdand 
the M erciful*. (Signed) Abdul B'aha Abbas*

HE ' l i -  G .0 £  î
O' God3..0 God! .V erily  B place my head on The ea rth  and beg of thee, O' thou 
Bord of  Bhsàs, to submerge' thèse b e lie v e rs  'of Thine in  the r iv e r  of the 
Water of L ife l .V erily  Thou'..art. the King of KingdJ. ’ '

A (Signed) / ' Abdul Bhha Abbas*. 1 .'
Ih  the afternoon , the-M aster en te rta in ed  many s trangers  who lis tem - 

ed to .his wo.rds w ith  rap t a tte n tio n , and were u p lif te d  in to  the heavem of 
joy.- V ith s p i r i tu a l  v is io n  hé explained the. d i f f i c u l t i e s  .of everyone 

-, and illum ined the h ea rts  .of a l l .  . - -The- b e liev e rs  were gathered in  the 
recep tion  room a t  8 P*M.,. and the Master .a f te r  welcoming them addressed 
hehem as, follow s; j .

ffIn  the m a te ria l world p e rfeo t composure- and t r a n q u i l l i ty  are not 
.destined  fo r man. Somstibw,- somewhere, he is  a ttacked  by the depressing 
condition  of the time* He may Ba e i th e r  physica lly  or m orally s ick ; he 
may have sorrow or g r ie f  or he may'-be-'enveloped w ith  in v is ib le  enemieea.

In sh o rt, i f  you search throughout the East and the West and inqu ire  from 
each ind iv idua l soul whether he i s ’e n t ire ly  happy or no t, you w ill  fin d  
th a t every person possesses some kind .'of g r ie f  , or he is  i l l ,  or h is  mind 
is  confused, oř he has had some f in a n c ia l  rev e rses , or he is  defeated in  
some of the s tru g g les  o f '. l i f e .  : H istory  does not hear one record fre e  
from any or a l l  of the human f r a i l t i e s .  The law of change works mighty 
transform ations in .;a ll  the kingdoms of l i f e .  When we were ex iled  to Acca,
I  was a t  the prime of my l i f e .  I.saw  then many people who were in  the 

A height of youth, power a n d .v i r i l i ty .  How a l l  of them are  s tr ic k e n  w ith 
o ld  age, th e ir  forces: are  d is  in teg ra ted , th e i r  backs are , th e i r
faces wrinkled and th e i r  strength.gone* Many of these whom I  have known 
are dead, and. th e i r  voices are  heard no more. Their s ta rs  are s e t ,  th e ir  
reezes hushed and th e ir  flow ers w ithered . A l i f e w h ic h  is  sub ject to 
ich r is e  and f a l l  and is  guided by such-beginning and ending is ' of no 
îportance a t a l l .  The h ea lth  and sickness of > such',a l i f e  is  of the 

I .ast consequenoe» Therefore Whenever I  inqu ire  about the h ea lth
'' mean your s p i r i tu a l  health* That is  fraught w ith  importance. To the 

xie degree th a t the m ate ria l l i f e  has no importance, the s p i r i tu a l  l i f e '
- of supreme moment* Through i t  th e  h e a r t  i s  p u r i f i e d ,  th e  s p i r i t  g la d -  , 
led w i t h  th e  good news of th e  Kingdom, and th e  rea lm  of. m o ra li ty  becomes
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tlie d e le c ta b lé  p a ra d is e .  Breaking- about th e  m arty rs  and th e  prom in
en t l i g h t s  o f th e  Cause he §As4v ** ^The b io g ra p h ie s  of such b le s se d  so u ls  
must be w r i t te n  in  d e t a i l  -  « th u s  th e  c h i ld re n  of th e  nex t g e n e ra tio m  
may t r y  to  im ita te  th e  v i r tu e s  of t h e i r  f a th e r s . .  When th e se  h o ly  so u ls  
pass away from  t h i s  l i f e ,  in  th e  s u p p lic a t io n s  and e p i s t l e s  th a t  II w r i te  
in  t h e i r  b e h a lf ,  I  to u ch  b r i e f l y  th e  h i s t o r y .o f  t h e i r  l iv e s  and th e  s e r 
v ic e s  th ey  have ren d ered  to  th e  C ause ... For examplfe, th e  o th e r  day I  d ic 
ta te d  a  long e p i s t l e  fo r  th e  f r ie n d s  of th e  W ashington Assembly concern
ing th e  l i f e  of Abul F a z l . . A ll  th e  w r i t in g s  o f Abul F a z l a r e  ex trem ely  
u s e fu l ;  th ey  a re  th e  sh in in g  ra ÿ s  w hich have stream ed down from  a  glow
in g , r a d ia n t  lam p. What p le a s e s  me most i s  that! he never e u lo g iz e s  h is  
own works and seldom r e f e r s  to  them to  show h is  ed u ca tio n  and le a rn in g -"
Then he spoke about s e v e r a l  p e rso n s  who, not hav ing  th e  advantages of 
ed u c a tio n , y e t  have w r i t te n  w onderfu l books on the Cause.. "This i s  a ls o  
one of th e  most d i s t i n c t iv e  s ig n s  of th e  Bahai C ycle, th a t  a p erso n  who 
has never en te re d  th é  doors of a  sch o o l, who has no t s tu d ie d  grammar and 
sy n tax , s i t s  down and w r i te s  ,such s c h o la r ly  works -  fo r  example, a man 
l ik e  M irza Mahmoud A shkar, who had w r i t te n  such a  s ig n i f i c a n t  book ..T o  
those  who a re  j u s t  th e re  i s  no g r e a te r  p ro o f th an  th i s ! .  T his i s  p u re ly  
th rough  th e  G if t  o f th e  E o rd i.B ecau se  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a re  so a tta c h e d  to  
the  Cause, th a t  very  a ttach m en t becomes an U nerring  te a c h e r . T heir works 
have l i f e . .  -  *? -  The w r i t in g s  of th o se  so u ls  who have e n te re d  b en ea th  
th e  sh a d e 'o f  th é  Tree o f th e  True, One, a re  sevěrd  and a t t r a c te d  and have 
tu rn ed  t h e i r  fa c e s  toward God and t h e i r  c o n v ic tio n s  a re  d e e p -g g ^  — 
such w r i t in g s ,  a lth o u g h  outw ardly  ,sim ple and devoid o f any flow ery  rh e 
t o r i c , ,  y e t  th èy  a re  dynam ics.. -  -  -  The h e a r ts  of th e  b e l ie v e r s  of God- 
a re  insp ired .* . They must j u s t  c o n c e n tra te  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  around Baha’ O1 
l l a h ,  and He w i l l  te a c h  them .- -

One of th e  p ilg r im s  begged him f o r  a  number of T a b le ts  fo r  h is  home 
fo lk . He answered:*- "Bow th e  o ld  b e l ie v e r s  i should  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  what 
they  have. They must be co n ten ted  w ith  jny p rk y e rs  ahd s u p p lic a t io n s  a t  
the  T hreshold  of th e  A lm ighty. How i s  th e  tim e th a t  each p erso n  must 
p r a c t ic e  th e  c o n te n ts  of His or her T a b le ts , I  have w r i t te n  so many th a t  
they a re  c o u n t le s s . Some y e a rs  ago th e re  liv e d  in  Hew York a  good b e l ie v -  • 
er by the" name of Mrs. Helen Cole. She ascended to  th e  Kingdom of Abha. 
long b e fo re  I  came to  Am erica. Some t im e .a f te r  my a r r i v a l ,  a  woman brought 
to  me a b ig  bundle c o n ta in in g  a l l  my e p i s t l e s  w r i t te n  to  M rs. Cole*. She 
sa id : : TM rs. Cole has bequethed  th e se  p re c io u s , s p i r i t u a l  l e t t e r s  to  me...
She considerdd  them to  be h e r ' g r e a te s t  p o s se s s io n s . I  have now thought 
to  b r in g  them to  you. As X am not-, a B ahai'X  would no t l ik e  to  keep them 
w ithou t your p e rm iss io n .?  Then I  to ld  h e r : : b e c a u s e  t h i s  was h e r l a s t  
w ish I  am sure you a re  th e  p ro p er p erso n  to  tak e  ca re  of th e se  e p i s t l e s V  
'There were ever so many e p i s t l e s !  in  th o se  days I  d io ta te d  a la rg e  number 
of e p i s t l e s  alm ost every  day, b.ut now my h e a l th  does no t p e rm it. But Mrs. 
Cole was in  r e a l i t y  very  s in c e re ,  very  f a i t h f u l .  She wasi th e  very  essence 
of lo y a l ty .  She a s s i s te d  th e  b e l ie v e r s  very  much and served  w ith o u t o s
te n ta t io n .  When she came h e re  she wanted to  g ive  me a la rg e  sum of money 
to  be expended in  th e  fu r th e ra n c e  of th e  Cause. I  d id  no t a c c e p t. Then 
she begged me to  accep t a b ed ..A s  she in s i s te d  I  could  no t r e fu s e ..T h e  
bed was-.then se n t to  my ro o m .‘B efo re  th a t  tim e I  use to  s le e p  on thé..-f l o o r . . 
The bed i s  y e t  in  my room, th e  one on which I  s le e p  now."

In  th e  morning th e  Beloved se n t fo r  me, and d ic ta te d  T ab le ts  fo r  th e

I
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American b e l ie v e r s  u n t i l  noon, «rlien X was d ism issed*  A few q u o ta tio n s  
from th e se  T a b le ts  w i l l  b r in g  to d ay ’ s l e t t e r  to  a  c lo se ::  -

“V e r ily  I  re c e iv e d  your e lo q u en t l e t t e r ,  th e  com position  of which 
was w onderfu l. I t  was an ev idence o f ÿuur firm n ess  in  th e  Covenant and 
your a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  Beloved o f th e  E eg icn s. I t  dem onstrated  your g re a t  
sorrow and in te n s e  g r i e f  over, th e  d e a th  o f th e  g lo r io u s  personage , Abul 

P az l. .My sorrow  and g r i e f  a re  g r e a te r  th an  yours on account of h i s  sep
a r a t io n ;  b u t he l e f t  beh ind  th is ,  n e th e r  w orld and soared  toward th e  Su
preme Apex. He was re le a s e d  from, th e  environm ents of t h i s  e a r th  and a s 
cended to  th e  c e n te r  o f th e  K ingdom . He was e s ta b l is h e d  upon th e  th ro n e  
of e v e r la s t in g  g lo ry  and en te re d  in  th e  m eeting of t r a n s f ig u r a t io n ,  w h ile  
submerged in  t h e 's e a  of l i g h t s . .'

To th e  members of an o th e r Assembly he s a y s :-  
"0 ye fggi&ds of Abdul Baha and th e  d au g h te rs  o f , th e  Kingdomi 
“Your l e t t e r  in fo rm ing  me th a t  a  Memorial : m eeting was h e ld  in  b e 

h a l f  of His H o liness Abu.l Paz 1 was re c e iv e d . P ra is e  be to  God th a t  you 
a p p re c ia te  th e  value  of th a t  noble personage and you a re  im p a irin g  a t  
th e  Kingdom of Abha w ith  th e  utm ost s u p p lic a t io n  and e n t r e a ty  to  e x a lt  
h is  s t a t io n .  I n 'r e a l i t y  th a t  re v e re n t so u l was f u l ly  e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  
D ivine B e lig io n  and under th e  p ro te c t io n  pf His H o liness Baha1o ’ l l a h  he 
a t ta in e d  to  a  very  lo f ty  summit. He was a  b r i l l i a n t  lamp and a  sh in in g  
s ta r i - K is  s t a t i o n  was uncrown in  h is  l i f e - t i m e , . th e  lu m in o sity  of th a t  
s t a r  of guidance i s  d e s tin e d  f o r  th e  fu tu re  c e n t u r i e s . . !

“The news o f .y o u r u n ity  and harmony im parted  th e  utm ost joy  and hap
p in e s s . I  hope th a t  day; by day you may in c re a se  your loY'e, your s e l f - -  
s a c r i f i c e ,  your firm n ess  in  th e  Covenant and Testam ent of God:: so th a t  
every  one of you may become a  b r i l l i a n t  p ro o f and an in c o n tro v e r t ib le  
evidence to  th e  v a l id i t y  of th e  Cause o f B aha1 o 1 llah -- -  2,1 

To th e  members of an o th er Assembly he w r i t e s : -  
“0 ye b e l ie v e r s  and m a id -se rv an ts  o f th e  M eb cifu lt 
V e rily  I  read  your l e t t e r  of condolence co n cern in g  th e  d e p a rtu re  of 

Abul E&zl to  th e  apogee o f th e  Kingdom. I  beg o f God to  s u f f e r  ye to  b e 
come always awre of the  m ention of.G od; th u s  ye may beg th e  e x a l ta t io n  
of s p i r i t u a l  d eg rees fo e  every  b e lie v in g  so u l who re tu rn e d  to  His Lord 
w ith  a  co n ten ted , u n d is tu rb e d  s p i r i t ,  e s p e c ia l ly  the  ca lam ito u s ev e n t, 
th e  d ea th  o f th a t  r e f u lg e n t . r e a l i t y »  I  s u p p lic a te  th e  A lm ighty to  b e
stow p a tie n o e  upon every  a&x&áčfcdd h e a r t . '  -  -  

To a  b e l ie v e r  in  C a l i f o rn ia  he w r i t e s : -
"Thy l e t t e r  was re c e iv e d . P ra is e  be to  God th a t  in  th a t  S ta te  th e  

banner of Ya Baha E l Abha i s  „ra ised  and th e  m aid se tv an t o f God, Mrs.. 
G oodall, th e  m a id se rv an t-o f God, Mrs.» Cooper, and th y s e l f  axe confirm ed 
w ith  th e  heaven ly  a s s is ta n c e .. Today whosoevei a r i s e s  to- summon th e  peo
p le  to  th e  Kingdom of God, th e  arm ies of Heaven w i l l  make him v ic to r io u s .  
P ra is e  be to  God th a t t th o u  a r t  : ccnfLimed in  th e  s e rv ic e  of th e  Cause..
I t  i s  a ssu red  th a t  a s s is ta n c e  and trium ph s h a l l  re a c h  th e e . -  -  -®”

To Mr, Howard Iv e s , o f Hew York, he s a y s :^  .
"0 thou  my re sp e c te d  sonl The l e t t e r  which thou  h a s t  w r i t te n  w ith  

th e  utm ost d ev o tio n  and lo v e  became th e  means o f p e r f e c t  jo y . T ru ly  I  
say thou a r t  s t r iv in g  day and n ig h t so th a t  thou maysy win th e  good p le a s  
-sure of th e  L ord . I t  i s  a ssu re d  , th a t  t h i s  b le s se d  in te n t io n  w i l l  have 

'most g re a t  e f f e c t .  The good aim  I s  l ik e  u n to .th e  burning- can d le ; i t s  l i g h t s
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w ill  "be spread./to a l l  p a r ts . How p ra ise  be to  God thou a r t  d isp lay ing
the utmost e f fo r t  to ig n ite  theacandle of guidance in th a t con tinen t,, 
to  p lan t a tre e  w ith the utmost freshness and d à l ic a c y in  the garden, 
of the world of humanity, to c a l l  mankind to the Kingdom of God, to a**- 
waken thosè who are asleep , to heal those who are a f f l ic tè d  w ith the, 
s p i r i tu a l  d isease , to  widen the sphere of thoughts, to illum ine the 
world of m orality,, to cause th e  advancement g f  ! the minds and intjfeâ.ê.<ebtp, 

to b ring  back under the fo ld  o f/th e  Seal Shepard a l l  the wandering sheép 
and to guide the ex iled  b ird s to the tose-garden of E e a l i ty i .. Best thou 
assured th a t the E terna l Outpouring s h a l l  descend upon thee, and the 
Confirmations of Kis Holiness B&ha'o’ l la h  s h a ll  ever en c irc le  th ee .. 

Convey to a l l  the b e liev e rs  the wonderful Kbha Greeting!! Upon -thee be 
B'aha E l Abhal!

• (Signed))Abdul Baba Abbas..
'  . . . ' . V . . I

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai B e s t , , Mount Oarmel, H aifa, S yria ,
• ' Mar oh 3a, 1914,

Bear F rien d s :-  <
Bight Sheikjis -  learned, men of the Mohammedan re lig io n  were en ter

tained by the Master a l l  day* They were in v ited  to lunoh and thus ew§-~ 
were debarred from h is  Presence! Many of these Slieikhs are in te re s tin g  
p e rso n a lities*  They are extremely p icturesque,. w ith th e ir  long flowing 
robes and black or white beards? The deference and respec t which they 
xhow toward the Beloved is  nothing short of miraculous* With what con
cen tra ted  a t te n tio n  they l i s te n  to him when he s ta r t s  to speak! Today 
as Ilpeeped in  from behind the door of the recep tion  room, I  saw him 
surrounded by these old S h e ik h s ,w ith  th e ir  turbans and long beards,^
I t  was a wonderful e ig h t, Hè was-speaking to them w ith command and au
th o r ity  on the Word of God,, tak ing  the f i r s t  chapter Of S t , $bhn as h is  
te x t:  : ®In the beginning was the  Word, and the Word was w ith  God, and 
the Word was God,® I  heard him repeating  th is  golden t e x t .  Then a  flood  
of s p i r i tu a l  in te rp re ta tio n  flowed from h is  l ip s ,  sweeping away from 
before them every of o b jec tion  and every t h i s t l e  of d e n ia l , .These
Sheikhs sa t there  m o tio n less ,, enraptured; w ith the sweet: music of h is  
words and e n th ra lle d 1 w ith  the c e le s t i a l  beauty of has discourse*. Was 
i t  net wonderful, and w ith a l.s ig n if ic a n t » th a t th e1 Mastó r  was speak
ing to  th e se ,o ld  Sheikhs of the Mohammedan re lig io n , from the Gospel 
of Jesus C h ris t, and dem onstrating to them the in s p ira tio n a l charac te r 
of the Book! V- V ' v.^-.V" . ■ Y ..

Today t en' mor e1j p áon;'  to leav e , and they 
l e f t  about 6 P.M* bn a  steam ef ̂ sa iling , fo r  P brt Said, When they stood 
in  h is  Presence, he spoke to1 them as follow s:: — «Praise be to  God th a t 
the Favors of the Blessed P erfec tio n  have enc irc led  you and brought' 
you to th is  Holy Spot, The P ro tec tio n  and Providence of ;the Almighty 
hath  chosen you from amongst mankind fo r the sake of His Bovs and Ser
vies* l iv e  ye always in  the utmost s ta te  of joy and fragrance* God has 

destined fo r you the h ighest s ta t io n  in  the Kingdom of Abha* You must 
g lo rigy  Him under a l l  circum stances, because you have a tta in e d  to th is  
exalted  s ta t io n . Announce to a l l  the frien d s  in  various o i t ie s  my long* 
ing g ree ting  and sa lu ta tion*  Although they are outwardly fa r ;  in  r e a l i 
ty  they are a l l  w ith uae*J? /  •

This was a cold day, the ra in  was descending and the wind was blow
ing, Consequently, almost a l l  o f  the p ilg rim s stayed a t the Home, and 
came down about evening to a tten d  the meeting* When a l l  had gathered, 
in  the recep tion  room, the Master dwelt c h ie f ly  on the conversation he 
had ca rried  on w ith the Sheikhs*. «From 8 A*M* u n t i l  6 P.M**1 he sa id ,
*1 was speaking to them* They asked many questions, p ecu lia r to th e ir  
seota and denominations, and % had to' answer them in  d e ta il*  There are 
times when one is  obliged to  speak,, otherwise the opponents go away 
and spread the rumour th a t we have been unable to solve th e i r  problems-f. 
They propose, indeed, the most fa n ta s t ic  questions* For.example, there  
are two sec ts  in  the Mohammedan worldj one holds th a t the Words of the 
Koran are U ncreated  and Eternal* ; the o ther be liev es  the Words a re  * c re
a ted  and f i n i t e 1* Between these twq con trad ic to ry  schools of thought, 
v a r io u s b a t  t i e s  are  waged and amuay books are  w ritte n  upon th is  subject*.

/



March 30, ’ 14. ■ 2. .
îTow the answer must he givèn in  such a .manner as to e s ta b lis h  a  co n c il
ia tio n  between these twp schools holding suoh èxtreme views* and a t  the 
same time the B ea lity  must lie expressed. Eow d i f f i c u l t  i t  is l.B y  quoting 
to them severa l verses of ťhe Koran, I  e s tab lish ed  the fa c t  th a t  there  
are th ree  kinds of words; v 'B ihi^e, Wórds1, ’C reational; words** and’E ^ir- 
i tu a l  words* ť  The conversation  of men, being the r e s u l t  of the com
b in a tio n  of sounds and vowels,, i s  tem pový having no permanent e f fe c t 
in  shaping the  d es tin y  of mankind oř reform ing the morals of the people. 
These a re ’f in i t e  wordsT. The 1 C reational Words’ are the laws of the 
Prophets, which are  likew ise changed from D ispensation to  ^Dispensation 
according to the exigences of the time*.The ’S p ir i tu a l  Words’ are the 
e th ic a l and moral Teachings of the M anifestations of God*. These are un
changeable and u n a lte ra b le . The s p i r i t  behind these words is  the S p ir i t  
of God, and th e re fo re  e te rn a l. Therefore when one school s ta te s  th a t the 
Words of God are  ’Uncreated and E te rn a l’ , they are r ig h t ,  because they 
mean the ’S p ir i tu a l  Words’ ; and when the o ther schools a s s e r ts  th a t  the 
Words of God are  ’ Created and f i n i t e ’ » they mean t h e ’E in ite  words’ and 
the 'C re a tio n a l words’ , because1 th e i r  charac te r ohanges from time to 
time* . -  -  -  -i’"

Then he made a, comparison between the in te llig e n c e  of the American 
and European nations and those l iv in g  in  these p a r ts . BThe Western people”', 
he sa id , ’’th ink  d if fe re n t ly , argue d if fe re n t ly , and reao lv the  Truth from 
a d if fe re n t s tandpo in t. They ,are always loking fo r r e s u l t s .  I t  seems 
th a t the very convolutions* and c e lls  of th e ir  b ra in s d ire c t  th e i r  pow
ers in  those channels of a r t s ,  in d u s tr ie s  and inventions which a l le v i 
a te  the su ffe rin g s  of mankind.and bring  about b e t te r  cond itions.*

Then he spoke about the e te r n a l i ty  of the Sovereignty of God and 
how th is  Creation i s  anc ien t and w ithout end* 3ust as the rays of the 
sun are e te rn a l — c o -e te rn a l w ith  the sun, likew ise the a t t r ib u te s  of 
D iv in ity  and o rea tion , are and ever habe been, ; c o -ex is te n t w ith  God*.

At the end of h is  td lk  he said  th a t he might go tomorrow to  Aooa to  
s tay  fo r a few days, because; there  a re ’ a number of th ings th a t c a l l  h is  
immediate a tten tion*  I  was made very happy to hear th is  news. Perhaps 
he w il l  take me w ith him. I have not beem in  A&ca since our la s t  stayy, 
a n d ''I ‘long again to v i s i t  th a t  Eoly City and 'd rink  from the fountain.-, of 
i t s  in s p ira t io n ,, liv e  again in  the Home, of the Blessed p e rfec tio n  and 
inhale the fragranoes of i t s  atmosphere*.

■ Ahmad Sohrab.



Home of Fàhaio’ l la h , Acca, Sgrria, 1 
' 'March 3 1 s t,. 1914..

Dear Priends:*-
m That a joy to liv e  again in  the,Home of Faha, ot l la h  *• the cen ter of 

s p i r i tu a l1, l ig h t  and l i f e ,  wisdom and understand ing!.One fin d s here a 
peace th a t 'p a s s e th  a l l  understanding' and .marvels a t  the new Faith, horn 
in  th is  world.?, ! Ju st p ic tu re  in ' Jiour, minds the high, th ick  w alls of the 
M ilitary ' Barrack'* i t s  closed door and forbidding guards*. This barraok ,, 
b u i l t  in  the cen ter of a town surrounded by immense f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , , ram- 
p a r ts , moat, b u ttre s se s  ,and most ca re fu l defensive measures a p rison  
w ithin a p rison , a wheel w ith in  a Wheel -  dark,: c ru e l, hopeless and um- 

' bearab le ..T hat would be your mental and s p ir tu a l  a t t i tu d e  toward the 
world and mankind''if they a rre s ted  you(for a&ny, yoars~in a p lace lik e  
unto t h i s ! .3Îâturally-from  a human standpoint)^ and your, family, w ithout 
any su b s ta n tia l reaEon and incarcera ted  you fo r  many years in  a place 
lik e  unto t h i s ! ! N aturally  from a human standpoint you would lose a l l  hope*. 

Hay? Because a l l  the means of communication w ith  the outside world are 
closed before your face , and to  a l l  in te n t and purpose you and your 
cause are lo s t . .B u t  from behind the th iok  w alls of the M ilita ry  Bar
rack and closed dopr; from behind the closed gagçe of Acca;-while groan*

' ing under heavy chains, Fahh’o^ llah  proclaimed to the people of the world 
the Message cf U niversal P eace .. Out of the darkness of despa ir the w hite-, 
winged Messenger of Hope sho^e fo rth ; the ra in s  of a new conviotion and 
divine consciousness desoénd from the heaven of the W ill of God. Out of 
the depths of the S-ea of BeyelatiOn new peaábriauof enthusiasm  and f a i th  
appeared. Calm and serene, a l l  the b e liev e rs  of Aooa agpaif e s t  the same 
a t t r ib u te s  and c h a ra c te r is t ic s  which.wore fu l ly -  revealed in  the Temple 
of His Holiness BâhaTo ^ lah *  TÜey are God*s e le c t ,  and aye f i l l e d  with) 
the F a ith , Hope and C harity as lived  and in te rp re te d  by :the  Supreme Man
ifesta ,tio n . They liv e  the r e a l  Bahai L ife ,..u n o s ten ta tio u s ,•. sp i r i t u a l i t y  
and the p ra c tic e  o f loving-kindness toward one another..Everyone lovess 
them and t r i e s  to 1 im ita te  them in  the l i f e  of tru e  s p i r i tu a l i ty . .

In  the morning, the M aster ca lled  me and delivered  in to  nry hands a 
number of T ablets foť tran s la tio n ..A b o u t -eleven o*olock I  l e f t  the house 
of the Master, to a tten d  to  Sjome personal business in  the Bazaar, and as 
I  was going back I saw a  b e liev e r cpming toward me w ith  the message th a t 
the Master wanted me* When I  entered h is  Presence, three, of thé p ilg rim s 
were th e re , and he was speaking to  them about c e r ta in  events p e rta in in g  
to the old h is to ry  of the Cause,.; and the misdeeds of Skbhi Bzale, and 
how during h is  40' years s tay  in  Cyprus under the E rg 'lish  ru le ,  he en
joyed freedom; yet he was unable to teach  even one soul,' while BahaAo*1 
l la h , surrounded; by the most iitsur mountable d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  spread the 
Cause of God in  a l l  p a r ts  of the. World. Then when the p ilg rim s l e f t  the 
room ,.the Beloved, to ld  meito be ready to  leave in  the afternoon fo r Acca.. 
I hu rried  up the Mountain and was. ready in  an hour. I  Mocked the door of 
my Měst,, not knowing exactly  when I  would re tu rn , and descended the 
Mountain w ith  youthfu l joyousness, and happy h e a r t . .  One hpux spent in  the 
companionship of the Feloved i s  qqual“ t  o a thousand years in  Paradise?.
In  h a lf  an hour the M aster, followed byiKhosro, came out e f the house..
Aaca rriage  was ready, and he asked me t o 's i t  beside him. jn  another 
"aarriage Monavar Çha-nom;-, the w ife o f AfeaSayad A li Afnan and Ehosro fo l
lowed. While we were in  the s ta t io n , the Master went toward an old, s ick

i * »  1 ■ ' '
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man whom he happened to  know many years ago, and s ta r te d  to  inquire 
about h is  h e a lth , and so arranged fo r  him to  go th  the h o sp ita l.. Earing 
bought the t ic k e ts ,  we got our sea ts  in  the t r a in .  The Mhster had a 
compartment a l l  to  h im self, the lad ie s  had another and Mixza..A&i Aikbar 
of Russia, Ahmad, His w ife’s b ro th e r, Khosro ,and mysiilf in  a th ird  com
partm ent. .

looking out of the window we couldO see the calm, lovely sea on one 
s ide , the range of Mount Carmel on the o ther, and the green,:, flowery 
country on a l l  s id es . A fter one hour We reached, the s ta t io n , and although 
the Acca b e liev e rs  did not know of the M aster’ s a r r iv a l ,  y e t h a lf  a  .doz
en of them were th ere  to  welcome him» There were no ca rriag es  in  s ig h t, 
so the Beloved walked to  the Home, On the way, he to ld  us not to wait 
fo r him, but ha&ten our s tep s , as he would lik e  to  walk alone. A ll the 
way long,, the people of Acca came forward and welcomed him back. The 
ch ild ren  were running toward him to  k iss  h is  hands. Having readied home ' 
we found more b e lie v e rs , and the Master a rriv ed  a few minutes làtex*
He spoke a few words each and ascended the steps toward the .second 
f lo o r  of the house .. Meanwhile the b e liev e rs  gathered in  the room and we 
s ta r te d  to ta lk  about the Cause. Ahul Gaseem and Aga Mehdi weie th e re , 

with a number of bouquets of flow ers from the Bizwan and the Gaiden sur** 
rounding the Holy'Tomb. Many s to r ie s  were re la te d  to  me by a number of 
the old Bahais, a l l  of them fa c in a tin g  in  th e ir  beauty and sim plic ity ;.
They oontain moral and s p i r i tu a l  lessons tha,t can be imparted to  those 
who are of h e s i ta t in g  fe e t  and wavering fa ith ? .

A fter awhile the Beloved of the Hearts descended the s teps and en
te red  the recep tion  room* The old. and t r ie d  veterans were there  to sa
lu te  him, and he was de ligh ted  to  look In to  th e i r  benign faces , se t ‘ 
aglow w ith 'th e  I5Lre of h is  lo v e ..® lt  was Borne time®", he s a id j .^ th a t  XL 
have been longing to  come to  Acca. Everyday X was expecting to ' leave 
Haifa; but d i f f i c u l t i e s  were in  the path  and they had to  be removed..How 
p ra ise  be to God th a t I  have come, and w ill  a sso c ia te  w ith you fo r  the 
next few days. ni‘ ■

Then a number of Arab's and Turks a r r iv e d ,, and were welcomed by the 
Master. Ju st a t th is  time two questions are discussed in  a l l  the c i r c le s -  
women’ s r ig h ts  and m ilita ry  p ro je c ts . During the la s t  few y ears , Suffrage 
ideas have been spreading q u iè tlÿ  behind the Harems. The men were igno
ran t of i t ;  everybody was ignorarlt of ' i t , and now suddenly the flood
gate is  se t loose and a t  le a s t  the men of Constantinople have found i t  
necessary to re so r t  to d ra s tic  measures. Suffrage Clubs have been organ
ized, intèèàigent. By-laws incoporating th e ir  demands have been d ra fted  
and c irc u la te d ; women’ s Jouranls and Magazines have sprung Up,, pub lish 
ing excellen t a r t i c le s ,  and public meetings were heid^.Then one fin e  day 
the members of these clubs, a i l  of whom belong to the s u b s ta n tia l  c lasses  . 
of so c ie ty , ca s t away the v e i ls .  They aère not only 10 or 50 or 100, b u t 
400, Çhe s ta id , fo s s i l iz e d  c la ss  of sóo iety  was shocked, the good Mussul
mans, were alarmed, and the Government forbed in to  ac tio n . These 400 l ib 
erty -lo v in g  women were divided in to  .Several groups. One group of forty^ 
haaraw been ordered ex iled  to Acca, and w il l  a r r iv e  in  a few days* Thus., 
you see the l iv e ly  gossip of t*ie ahoient c i ty  of Acca i s  one of the most 
puzzling modern questions;-Everybody is  ta lk in g  about i t ,  and i t  i s  r e a l ly  
su rp ris in g  to  see how numerous are those who are  in  favor of removing
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the v e ils  from the faces of the women» .Many men w ith  whom. I'..have ta lk ed , 

^  th ink  the custom is  not only axohaio hut t  h o u g h t-q tif lin g * . The Thrkish 
^  a u th o r i t i e s , .th inking to ex tingu ish  th is  l ig h t  of l ib e r ty ,  have g re a tly  

added to i t s  flame, and th e i r  high-handed ac tio n  has m a te ria lly  a s s is te d  
the c rea tio n  of a wider public opinion and a  b e t te r  understanding of th is  
c ru c ia l problem». > i : , ,

The o ther wquestion i s  the  form ation of a m ilita ry  and stragetife quafr 
te r  cut of Acca. Although such was the former p o s itio n  of th is  town, y e t 
of l a t e . i t  has been n eg lec ted ,, but i t  is . going to assume i t s  bygone im
po rtan ce* .! hear th a t  s ix  regim ents of so ld ie rs  w ith  th e i r  o f f ic e rs  w il l  

be s ta tio n ed  here* Many o ff ic e rs  have a lre ad y * arrived  and: are  a t  th e ir  
w its ends how to  l iv e  here»' They arè  hunting fo r houses, and as a r e s u l t  
of th is  the re n ts  have become treb led * . Many so ld ie rs  are w ithout ahy 
sh e lte r , and the-question  of housing and feeding them i^ the town to
pic*. ■

Taking the .present s i tu a t io n  in to  consideration  and."the.'opportunity 
i t  a ffo rd s , the Beloved spoke w ith  whomsoever came tonôght nn Suffrage^ 
eq u a lity  between men and women, ' and TTniyersal Peace*. They lis te n e d  to 
h is  words and advioe w ith  a t te n t io n , . and marvelled a t  h fs  wisdom and 
thorough knowledge of these sub jéo ts ,.

Akbar and myself were in v ited  to sleep in  the house of Aga 
Hossein A&K-jee,,. He is  a very kind and hosp itab le  Bahai*.

, Ahmad Sohrab. ' -



„Home of 3?aha.T o» l l a h , , Ac ca , ^ r r i a , ,
' 1 : l'' ■ A |>ril l t 1914*.

Dear Friends:*^ • 'r "
A ccording tp  tHe reckon ing  of the. Lunar .Calendar, t h i s  was th e  day 

Of th e  D e c la ra tio n  o f th e  Bah ' and: th ë  "b irth  ox ' i. „ h of th e  Beloved 
Abdul Baha*. There i s  a  Holy T ab le t "by Baha’ o ’ l l a h  e s p e c ia l ly  rev ea led  
fo r  t h i s  day, which was ôhà^-èd’.-;t:pàay:An,'' 'the " méetiiog in  th e  P resence  
o f th e  M aster "by one o f th e  Acqa b e lië v e rs *  May I  adorn  th e  "beginning 
of t h i s ’l e t t e r  w ith  i t s . t r a n s l a t i o n ?

°He is  th e  Holy, th e  Supreme, th e  Ábhal. :
^H taise be to  Thee, 0 my God! For Thou h a s t  o ,rdained th ié 'D a y  a 

F eas t to  the  Favored Ones from  amongst Thy se rv a n ts  and th e  s in c e re  ones ■ 
from amongst Thy beloved  ones. Thou h a s t  d e s ig n a te d  t h i s  Day "by t h i s  
Mame (Balia): : because o f i t  a l l  th in g s  are> c o n tro l le d  and th e  F rag ran ces 
of M a n ife s ta tio n  d if fu s e d , "betwixt th ë  heaVens and th e  ea rth*  Through i t  
a l l  th a t  w hich was hi&dpn in  Thy Holý Books and Thy re v e a le d  W ritin g s 
"became d isc lo sed *  Through ■ i t ' .  Thou hast, g laddened th e  h e a r ts  of Thy Ambas
sad o rs and chosen Onesjso: th a t  they 'm ay p rep a re  a l l  f o r  Thy M eeting, ad
vance toward .the Sea o f Thy Union, p re s e n t them selves b e fo re  the  Seat 
of. Thy Throne and l i s t e n ,  to  Thy sweet C a ll from Thy in v is ib le  dawning- 
p la ce  and th e  O rien t of-Thy Id e n ti ty *  - '

rX g lo r i f y  Thee- and p r a is e  Thee* 0 God, My L o rd i. I  g lo r ify ;T h e e  
fo r  Thou h a s t  c le a re d  th e  p ro o fs  and p e r fe c te d  th e  Grace and caused to  
s i t  upon the . Throne of M a n ife s ta tio n  the^One who i s  a S ign of Thy Oneness 
and r e f l e c t i n g  Thy S in g len ess  and summoning a l l  m ankind 'to  H is P re sen ce . 
From amongst th e  people a number tu rn ed  th e i r  f a c e s  toward Him, a t ta in e d  
to  H is M eeting and drank from  th e  Wine of His B evela tion*  I  "beg of Thee 
'add by Thy. Dominion which h a th  trium phed over a l l  th in g s , and "by Thy Fa
vor which h a th  e n c irc le d  a l l  phenomena, to  make Thy Beloved ones severed  
from  a l l  else, save Him,;: so th a t  ; th é ý ;á a ý ^  fa c e s  tow ard th e
h o r i  zon o f T h y 'G en ero sity ., Thén c o n firm  them”;in t h e i r  e f f o r t  to  se rv e  
Thee ; th u s  , may appear from  them ihSThy Gouhtry th a t  w hich Thou h a s t  de-, 
creed, fo r  them, t h a t  they  may u n fu ri^ th e"  F lag s  o f. Thy V ic to ry  in  a l l  th e  
c o n tin e n ts  o f th e  w orld . V e r ily , Thou a r t  th e  P ow erfu l, th e  M ighty, th e  
Omnipotent, th e  -^ncwing, and the .W iseJ .

(ÎH p r a is e  Thee, 6 Godl f o r  Thuii h a s t  made th e  -prison  a  th ro n e  in  Thy 
e a r th , a  heaven in  Thy heavens, àp! O rien t amongst Thy O rie n ts ;  a  dawn
ing p lace  amongst ,Thy D aw ning-places," th ë  o r ig in  o f Thy B estow als and 
the  S p i r i t  to. th e  b o d ie s  o f /:th e  w orld , I i‘;is|ij?plicate Thee to  a s 's i s t  "Thy 
r ig h te o u s  ones to  a c t  in ' aocprd  with; Thyt:'^:p|.l4 p le a su re ,,  ; T h e n -sa n c tify  
them, 0 God, from  th a t  which wçuld s o i l  th e ' hem of t h e i r  garm ents in  
Thy Day! 0 Lord! many th in g s  a re  done in  v a rio u s  p a r ts  of Thy w orld which 
a re  no t in  accord  w ith  Thy g o o d -p le a su re . I  observe who c la im  Thy Love 
commit 8uoh deeds axe a re  p e rp e t ra te d  o n ly ,b y  Thy enem ies. 0 Lordi 1
c lean se  them w ith  t h i s  w ater through»/ which Thou h a s t  p u r if ie d :  th e  Holy 
ones from  amongst Thy c r e a tu re s  and the" f a i t h f u l  ones from amongst Th& 
d ea r ones. Porge them from a l l  th a t  which m ight in ju r e  Thy Cause in  Thy- 
co u n try  and v e i l  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f Thy w orld . 0 L o rd l 5 s u p p lio a te
Thee by Thy lîamé, which is . p o w e rfu l 'o v e r  ; a l l  th in g s , to  guard them from
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fo llo w in g  th e  d i c t a t e s  of 's e i f  and d e s ire  and g a th e r  them around 
th a t  w hich Thou h a B t,commanded in  Thy Book?. Then s u f f e r  them to  become 
the  hands of Thy Cause, th u s  th ro u g h  them Thy V erses may he d if fu s e d  
in  th e  w orld , and th e  appearances of Thy S a n c t i ty  he sp read  amongst Thy 
creatures.*  V e r ily  Thou a r t  pow erfu l to  do th a t  w hich Thou W il ie s t .  There 
i s  no God h u t Thee, th e  O m nipotent, /the S 'e l f - e u h s is te n tI **’

Very e a r ly  in  th e  m orning, Aga H ossein Ash-jjee and h is  th re e  sons 
p rep a red  te a  f o r  us and long b e fo re  s u n r is e  we were up out o f beds p e r 
form ing our o b lig a to ry  p řa y e r  and ch an tin g  T a b le ts . While e a tin g  our 
Simple b re a k fa s t  wé were speak ing  and th in k in g  of th e  p r iv i le g e s  of t h i s  
ho ly  d a y ,■and.how. w h ile  th e  one l i g h t  h e ra ld ed  th e  r i s e  o f th e  g lo 
r io u s  sun , th e  o th e r  w h ite  l i g h t  o f t r u t h  was born  in to  ; t h i s  world*.

Soon we wer é ’wending our Way toward th e  House of th e  B lessed  P e r
f e c t io n ,  w alk ing  in  and out' th rough  th e  snarrow est s t r e e t s  you have ever 
s e t  your eyes on. One by oné th e  b e l ie v e r s  were g a th e re d . The la rg e  
ta b le .w a s  d eco ra ted  w ith  b e a u t i f u l  bouquets of f lo w ers  b rough t from  th e  
Garden of F.izw&n-, and th e  Holy Tomb; oranges and can d ies  were tem p tin g ly  
a rran g ed , th u s  d e l ig h t in g  ..the eyes* When-th e  lias t e r  was h ea rd  descend
ing  th e  s te p s ,  everyone was' on h is  f e e t .  M ^ e r  he was se a te d  and te a  was 
served* he spoke as  fo llo w s: ~ '•

dMay t h i s  B east be a  b le s s in g  , to  a i l  the' B ah a is . This i s  the  day on 
which th e  H erald  o f th e  King of Kings „announced the  G la d -T id in g s ,, th a t  
mankind m ight be p rep a red  to  rá c e iv e  Him.® Then he spoke about th e  h i s 
to ry  o f th e  v a r io u s  rooms, how th ey  were used- Who l iv e d  in  eachj and 
how they  were happy in -th o se , d ay s , n o tw ith s tan d in g  ad v erse  c o n d itio n s  
and c ircu m stan ces . ®My h a p p in e ss" , hè concluded , {iwas p e r f e c t  in  th o se  
d ark  days o f im prisonm ent and changed T was h a p p ie r  th an  th a n  now, be
cause I  had no w i l l  o f  ny own. 1 was p è r f e c t ly  : resigned!. The l i f e  of t h i s  
w orld i s  only  a  few days. W hether happy or unhappy”, frepdm an o r b o n d s,an , 
h e a lth y  o r  i l l ,  in  com fort o r in  p o v e rty , -  th e y  w i l l  p ass  away. The 
one who i s  e s ta b l is h e d  on th e  th ro n e  and th e  one s i t t i n g  on th e  mat -  
b o th  w i l l  c e a s e ‘ to  e x i s t  here»!?

The B east was g iv en  by M irza A li  AIcbar, While th e  M aster was speak
ing , a  number of o f f i c i a l s  were w a itin g  fo r  him in  th e  o u te r  re c e p tio n  
room. He jo in e d  them anď1 s t a r t e d ! to  speak w ith ;th em  on sundry s u b je c ts .  
A fte r  one hour he re tu rn e d  to  u s , and in  th e  course  of co n v e rsa tio n , he 
sa id : ■ "We must love a l l  mankind and be k jnd | ^ . . a l l ,  i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f any 
creed  o r n a t ip n a l i ty .  In  H aifa  th e re  i s  .a vóS |pi% able ' i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  
poor Arab p e o p le . . In  look ing  over th e  f i s t  of'w am es, I  saw many c i t iz e n s  
c o n tr ib u t in g  from  ie n  to  t h i r t y  c e n ts  a m o n th ,: the  most prom inent pay
ing  e ig h ty  c e n ts ,  Hut r e a l i z in g  th a t  such an i n s t i t u t i o n  d ese rv es  a s s i s t 
ance, I  have su b sc rib ed  one pound (5700-) a month*® One' of th e  b e l ie v e r s  
s a id  th a t  a s im ila r  club  has řl a t e l y  been o rgan ized ' in  Apca, and th e  Mas
t e r  prom ised f in a n c ia l  help.» Then w ith, h is  own-hands he d iv id ed  f r u i t s  
and can d ies  among th e  f r ie n d s .  One by one we stepped  forw ard and he pu t 
in to  th e  jialm o f each  hand two p ie c e s  o f candy and one g range. Thé room 
was f i l l e d  w ith  h is  s p i r i t u a l  P re sen c e , and everyone was f i l l e d  w ith  an 
in e x p re s s ib le  jo y ..
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Agafn, the  M o to sa rra f , th e  Qaemrcagani, th e  Commander of th e  Anry and 

o th e r  , o f f i c d a i s / c a l l e d ,  and .-fo r two hours he via s ta lk in g  to. them in  th e  
T u rk ish  language*. AJ.thou.gh-. I iw a s b s i t t ih g  in  th e  o th e r  room, I  could h ear 
h is  vo ice  r in g in g  ou t clA ar And s tro n g . ■ The in to n a tio n s  of h is  vo ice 
were l ik e  the  su c ce ss iv e  p e a ls  of thunder and th e  f la s h e s  of l ig h tn in g .

About two o’ c lo ck  the. 1 i1 1 le  b la c k  donkey :l a t e l y  bought fo r  th e  use 
of th e  M aster was ' b r  ought, and,.- he: mounted i t ,  A number of th e  b e l ie v e r s ,  
fo llow ed '.ou t -of th e  g are  in to  th e  p la in  Cf Acca, tow ard th e  Holy Tomb*.
I t  was an o th e r t r u ly  B ib l ic a l  p ic tu r e .  One could  e a s i ly  t r a n s f e r  h is  
thought to. the  tim e ro f . r i d i n g - o n  a  'don
key, now descend ing  : th e  Mount ,of O lives w ith  K is tw elve d i s c ip le s  and 
anon c a s t in g  ou t th e  money Včiiángers .fro m 'th e  Temple, "And when He was 
•come- .nigh > ;:;h.>‘- ť h e V < t e ' H Q ' Í p Í 3 t f w ith  a  loud voice, f o r  a l l  
th e  mighty works th a t  c i  Thus w hile  we were fo llo w in g
th e  Beloved? th e  m a tc h le ss> scene Of th e  .Gospel' was review ed m e n ta lly  
and I  .p ra ised  God no tv, w ith ; a loud v o ice  , ■V, fo r  a l l  th e  : wonder fini .th ings 
th a t  I  h a v e . seen in  th i s  ?Ocÿ.;pf.!':Bays* The'B lessed'X >ord’spoke to, us as 
we su rrounded 'h im  on a l l  s id e s ,  'Mhocrc .holding! th e  reiné. in  h is  hands.- 
Suddenly it 'c a m e  to  my míhd.vtoi.fi n d 'puti how many" b e l ie v e rs ;  were fo llo w -  

•ing  th e  Beloved* 1 counted them. Eow many, were th e re ?  I  w i l l  t e l l  you 
some o th e r  tim e . '■ ’ - ■ ' ' ' ' " ď ',,..,v

F in a l ly 'v r e  re a c h e d  \th c ; res t-h i51 iS ,e '.o f B slia jeo .. The .M aster a l i g h t e d ^  
f r o m 'th e  donkey a n d  f o r  a, feW;;minnte'S;'vwalked "id  th e  G ard en . A f te r  d r r â k -  
in g  . t e a , '  we w alked  to  tlie iiiïôZl-y-, ÿôzsib*■ '--î&lièi'.. p ü r ro ù n d in g . p l a i n  and  " v a lle y  
w e re ,b e d e c k e d  w i th  r e d  t u l i p s ,  v /h its  v io le t s ,  and  y e llo w  f l o w e r s .  In. 
th e  H oly Tomb A b d u l Baba., c h a n te d  'fo r -  us. th e  V i s i t i n g  T a b le t  and  gave 
r o s e - w a te r  to  e a c h  p e r s o n .  L e a v in g  th e  Tomb he f ro id  u s  n o t  to  fo llow t 
him , b u t  s t a r t  tp  tow n w h e n h e iw a s  ;q u t o f  s i g h t .  When ws a r r i v e d  in  
A cca he was f n  h i s  room  r e s t  in g A  L a t e r  he  w en t, o u t ó t - 'c a l l  on a  number 
o f S h e ik h s , and on h i s  r e t u r n  fo u n d  a  num ber o f  p e o p le  vrai t i n g  f o r  h im , 
w i th  whom he t a l k e d  t i l l  l a t e ^  V ili'..I',;'’:."''"' ■; 7

Mohammed Yhrahim Ma^hadi F a tta p , wds. our h o s t to n ig h t ,  and we s le p t  
in  h i s  house. Be i s  a v e ry -o ld  Bahai Aánď l iv e d  in  Acca long b e fo re  th e  
d e p a rtu re  o f th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n .

. /  ; ; v 1 ■ ' ’ Ahmad Sekrab«



Tomb of Baha* o ’ l l a h  a t  B ah ajae ,
. '•,• ' Acca S y r ia , A p r i l  2 , 1914*.

• Dear Friends:** J, . • . ': '
F ar away from  th e  w orld  and i t s  ro a r in g ,, s t i f l i n g  n o is e , away from 

th e  r e s t l e s s  b illo w s  on th e  sea  of tim e, one1’ s h e a r t ,  f i n d s ’tru e  r e s t  v  
and pure s p i r i t u a l i t y  a t  th e  Holy T hresho ld  o f Baha’ o *l l a h .  One’ s  in n e r 
ex p e rien ces  a re  in e f f a n le  and e th e ra a l*  The sw ee tes t th o u g h ts  f l o a t  in  
th e  h ig h e s t heaven o f one’ s imindj ■ th e  su b lim est v is io n  p re s e n ts  it-* 
s e l f  b e fo re  one’ s viéw* The id e a l s ,o f  th e  w orsh ipper a re  r a is e d  to  th e  
h e ig h t of d iv in e  glory^ h is  whole being  i s  e l e o t r ig ie d  w ith  th e  unseen, 
i n f in i t e  v ib r a t io n s  of th e  S p i r i t ,  He becomes in f a tu a te d 'w i th  th e  con
tem p la tio n  of th e  c e l e s t i a l  Outpouring, and q u a ffs  th e  W ater of L ife  
from the  c h a lic e  of Im m ortality*  He sees th e  heaven of hu man p o s s ib i l 
i t i e s  w ith  i t s  p o u n tle ss  s t a r s  sp read  b e fo re  h is  eyes and re c e iv e s  f a i r  
g lim pses c f  th e  s t a t e  of b le sse d n e ss  d e s tin e d  fo r  man. T h is morning we 
opened our eyes and found o u rse lv e s  in  th e  house o f out f r ie n d  and h o s t .
He served us te a  and b r e a k f a s t ,  e n te r ta in e d  us w ith  Bahai: s t o r i e s ,  and 
then  we l e f t  f o r  th e  home of th e  Beloved o f th e  w orld . When we a r r iv e d  
the. M aster sen t :fo r  Mixsa A li Akbar and gave him p erm issio n  to  r e tu r n  
to  h is  b r id e .  He ta lk e d  about the  Cause and ahalagous s u b je c ts .  His. 
words were d e e p fe l t ,  sp r in g in g  up from  th e  w e ll of h is  h e a r t  and ex
p re s s in g  h is  in m o s t« fe e lin g s . “F r ie n d s ” , he s a id , “th e  tim e i s  coming 
when I  s h a l l  no lo n g e r  be w ith  you. I  have done a l l  th a t  could  be done,
I  have lab o red  n ig h t and day a l l  th e  y e a rs  of my l i f e ,  I. have served  
th e  Cause of B a h a lo » llah  to  th e ,u tm o s t o f my a b i l i t y ,  Ohî how I  long 
to  see the  b e l ie v e r s  sh o u ld e rin g  th e  r e s p o h s ib i l ty  of th e  r*ause0 This 
i s  the  time of,-the p ro c lam atio n  of th e  Kingdom of A bhai.'This i s  the  
hour, of, union and acco rd i This i s  th e  day of th e  s p i r i t u a l  harmony of 
th e  f r ie n d s  of God. A ll th e  re so u rc e s  of my p h y s ic a l s t r e n g th  a re  e x - '  
h ause ted  and th é  s p i r i t  of my l i f e  i s  th e  news o f th e  u n ity  of th e  peo
p le  of Baha, I  am s t r a in in g  my e a rs  tow ard the. E ast and tow ard th e  W est,
tow ard th e  H orth  and tow ard th e  South, perchance I  may h ea r th e  songs 
of. love and good-fellow ship raised^  from  th e  m eetings of th e  b e l ie v e r s .
My, days a re  numbered, and save th i s  th e re  i s  no' jo y  l e f t  f o r  me, Ohî 
How I  yearn  to  see th e  f r ie n d s  .u n ite d • l ik e  un to  a  s tra n d  of sh in in g  p e a r l s ,  
l ik e  th e  b r i l l i a n t ' ,  P le id e s , ,« l i !ï:e th é  ra y s  o f the- sun and th e  g a z e lle s  of 
one meqdowi The n ig h tin g a le  o f ,s ig n if ic a n c e  i s  s in g in g  fo r  them; wmll" 1 
they  no t l i s t e n ?  The, b i r d  o f p a ra d is e  I s  w arb lin g ; w i l l  th ey  no t heed?
The Angel o f the. Kingdom, o f ; Abha i s  c a l l in g  to  them; w i l l  th e y  no t h a rk 
en? The M essenger -of th e  Covenant i s  p lead ing ;: w i l l  th ey  n o t obey? Oh
me I I  am w a itin g , always w a itin g  to  h ea r th e  g lad  news th a t  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
a re  th e  embodiment o f s in c e r i ty  and lo y a l ty ,  th a t  they  a re  th e  in c a r 
n a tio n  of love and am ity and th e  v i s i b le  symbold o f u n ity  and condordi 
W ill th ey  no t r e jo ic e  my h e a r t?  W ill th ey  h o t s a t i s f y  my 'crav ings? W ill; 
th ey  no t comply w ith  my re q u e s t?  W ill they  not: f u l f i l l  my a n t ic ip a t io n s ?  
W ill' they  no t answer my c a l l?  Ohî I  am w a itin g , I  am p a t i e n t ly  w a i t in g .“ 

These noble d iy in e  words spoken in  th e  very  room of Baha’o i l l a h  c lo th 
ed them w ith .a  new s ig n if ic a n c e *  The eyes were wet w ith  t e a r s ,  th e  h e a r ts  

. to rn  to 1 p ie c e s  by h is  w rrd s. A ll  th a t  I  hope i s  th a t  th ey  w i l l  f in d  a 
deep p la ce  in  th e  h e a r ts  of a l l  th e  f r ie n d s ,  I  a s s u re - you every  word of 
t h i s  t a l k 1 i s  t r a n s la te d  w ith  many t e a r s  flow ing  from  th e  ey es . While I  
read  them I  shake and teem ble and weep. Even a  h e a r t  of s to n e  i s  melted*.
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lit i s  most d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  report; tlie se  sad  and harr-owing m essages, 
u n co n sc io u sly  g iven  by th e  Beloved to  th e  Bahai w orld , h u t th in k in g  how 
rm sessary  i t  i s  to  g iv e  and p re se rv e  a  c le a r  re c o rd  of h is  d a i ly  words 
and deeds I  p u l l  to g e th e r  my m ental f o rc e s ,  overcome my p e rso n a l f e e l 
ings and share  ' w ith  you th e se  sç ,ir i tu g ,l cou n se ls  and e x h o r ta tio n s  ; ; 
thus we may a l l  a r i s e  to  perfo rm  our hounden duty*

A fte r  t h i s  . ta lk ,  th e  B eloved 'descended  th e  s t a i r s  and im m ediately 
s ta r te d  to  speak w ith  th re e  i&arned Sheikhs on P a i th  and R elig ion* Thy y 
are  in v i te d  to  lunch  w ith  him tomorrow1* Other men e n te re d  the  room, and 
a f t e r  one hour he went ou t to  pay v i s i t s  to  a number of o f f i c i a l s . , .

As I l i r s a  A li A&bar was going to  leav e  f o r  H aifa  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  we 
thought we would consume one h o u r.'in  the. Bazaar* At f i r s t  we c a l le d  a t  
th e  s to r e s  of à  number o f  b e l ie v e r s  who, a re  ' th e  sons of th e  o ld  men 
e x ile d  w ith  Baha’ o ’ llah *  The s tu rd y  f a th e r s  a re  no more, b u t th e  sons 
have taken, t h e i r  p la c e s .  W ith 'each we c h a tte d  a few m inu tes, and th en  
en te red  th e  Mosque b u i l t  by. Ciazzar ' P asha about 110 y e a rs  ago* I t  i s  a 
v ery  la rg e  b u i ld in g .  I n . th e  c e n te r  o f th e  en c lo su re  i s  th e  House of 
P ra y e r , and around t h i s  b u ild in g  th e r e 1 a re  rooms w herein  th e  T heologi— 
c a l  s tu d e n ts  and a  number of Sheikhs liv e * .Y e a rs  ago,, th e  M aster had 
a lso  a room th e re ,  and o f te n  he would, p a t i e n t ly  speak fo r  hours w ith  
th e se  f a n a t i c a l  Mull ahs * Here and th e re  a re  la rg e  t r e e s  and l i t t l e  beds 
of flow ers* The^re i s  a la rg e  su n d ia l d e s ig n a tin g  fehe hours of th e  day .. 
The Tomb o f J a z z a r  ,Pahha was a ls o  shown to  us* ThiB man. was th e  govern
or of Acca a t  th e  tim e -th e  town of Acca was b ese ig ed  by Hapoleon and 
h is  army’* , Through h is  s tu b b o rn  r e s i s ta n c e  th e  Governor s h a t te r e d  th e  
dream of th e  ^ L i t t l e  Coppor-al*1* 'to  p ie c e s i  « th a t  he would form a w orld 
em pire, h im se lf  as  th e  u n iv e r s a l  d i c t a t o r  or Emperor* Ja z z a r  P asha , be
s id e s  b u ild in g  : th e  Mosqu é ,1 b u i l t  th e  p re s e n t f in e  b a th , In n , and o th e r  
e d i f i c e s ,  as  w e ll  as  added-igr e a t ly  to  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and b a š t í l i i o n s  
c f th e  town, so th a t  i t  was made alm ost impregnable* There were innum
e ra b le  c i s te r n s  f i l l e d  w ith  f r e s h  .w a te r , and an in e x h a u s tib le  s to re  of 
p ro v is io n s  fo r  th e  in h a b i ta n ts ' to .s ta n d  th e  long , in d e f in i te  s ie g e . On 
the . p la in  of Acca, fa c in g  th e  .c i ty , Mapoleon c o n s tru c te d  an a r t i f i c i a l  
h i l l  o f sand,, on w hich .he, p laced  h i s 'batbæaries. and can n o n s ,. A lthough 
th e  co n to u r and o v a l shape o f . th e  h i l l  a re  m a te r ia l ly  changed, y e t  th e  
h i1 1 1 is  s t i l l  p la in ly - seen  from  th e  d is tan ce*  A d jo in ing  th e  h i l l ' t h e r e  
i s  a  palm, grove* I t  i s  c u r re n tly , r e p o r te d  .th a t  when ITapoleen came h e re  
w ith  h is  army, he b rough t many, many sacks of d a tes* .A s th ey  a te  them, 
they  threw  th e  seeds in  th e  sand -  th e  r e s u l t  b e in g  th e  p re s e n t la rg e  
grove* Once.Bhhar o*l l a h ,  le a v in g  th e  town of A cc a ,, a te n t  was p itc h e d  
fo r  him on Hhpoleon*s h i l l ,  th e  very  p íao e  which i s  now shown to  us by 
th e  o ld  B hhaisj He l iv e d  in  t h e . t e n t  s e v e ra l  days. This i s  an o th e r l in k  
of th a t  m ystic, ohain  o f s ig n i f i c a n t  co in c id e n ces  w hich ;has b rough t to 
g e th e r  ag a in j.th e  a n c ie n t s p i r i t  o f war and th e  modern P r in c e  o f P e a c e !

Prom th e  Mosque, we walked th rough  th e  d e s e r te d  o ld  B azaar and 
ag a in  e n te re d  in to  the  new one w ith  th e  many changing c o lo rs  and shaa.es* 
Then we went to  th e  In n ,' where many Bahai f a m il ie s  a re  l iv in g ,-H e re  was 
th e  o ld -P ilg rim s*  Home, c o n s is t in g  of one m odera te ly ’ la rg e  and one verÿ  
sm all room, th e  sm a ll one b e lo n g in g 'to  M irza Heydar A li .  The b u ild in g s  
co n ta in s  32 p f th e  f i n e s t ' g ra n ite , colum ns, form ing m a je s tic  a rch es  a l l  
around th e  s tru c tu re *  Here we a ls o  met a  number of th e  b e l ie v e r s  and
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ta lk e d  with, th e »  on t h e i r  B ahai e x p é r ie n c e s . .A nother in t e r e s t i n g  p lao e  
was. th e  fo rm e r ' Bahai School room, now empty, w ith  th e  c h a ir s  and heneh- 

p i le d  up on one side* . T h is was a  most in s t r u c t iv e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t 
was d isc o n tin u e d  a t  th e  tim e of th e  I n v e s t ig a t in g  Committee*. Coming out 
e á 'th e  Inn  we e n te re d  an A rabian  r e s ta u r a n t  and were in  th e  course  of 
e a tin g  our ro a s te d  m eat, when Khosro e n te re d  th e  p la c e  and s a id  th a t  
th e  M aster w&jsted us*. W ithout f in is h in g  our lunch , we s ta r t e d  im m ediate- 
ly ,  Mr*. and M rs ,. H oloach having  ju s t  a r r iv e d ,  th e  Beloved wanted ms to  
tak e  lunch  w ith  them a t  h is  tab le*  I  was of course  d e l ig h te d . V arious 
s u b je c ts  were d iscu ssed , b r i e f l y ,  and th en  th e  $eloved  r e t i r e d  to  r e s t i .
Mr. Holbach asked him w ether he would send me to  America, and he said :: 
r S u re ly  I  w i l l  send him to  America.

Æbout 2 OÔclook th e  M aster asked me to  accompany Mr* amd Mrs*. Hol
bach to  th e  B ah a jeey ,b ecau se  th ey  were going to  take  a number óf photo

graphs* He to ld  me to  t e l l  j£ga Sayad i l i ,  th e  gardener of th e  Holy Tomb, . 
to  e n t e r t a i n 1 them and m yself f o r  th e  even ing . We s ta r t e d  on ou i way,, and 
a f t e r  f o r ty  f iv e  m inutes we reached  oùr d e s tin a tio n »  Our h o s t welcomed 
our b ro th e r  and s i s t e r  from England w ith  genuine happ iness and h o s p i ta l 
i t y .  T h e ir room was d e s ig n a te d , and th en  we had te a  in  th e  lo v e ly  g a r
den begemmed w ith  such a p ro fu s io n  of b eg o n ia s , b o u rg e v i l ia ,  trum pet 
and w a ll f lo w e rs , i r i s ,  yellow  and w h ite  Cfessamines, s to c k s  and ca rn a 
t io n s ,  ro s e s ,a n d  l i l i e s ,  t u l i p s  etc* . ' .

In  th e  even ing , each one o f us w orshipped a t  th e  Holy Tomb se p a r
a t e ly .  The can d e lab ras  and. lamps were l ig h te d ,  th e  sw eet sc e n t of orange 
blossom s perfumed th e  atm osphere*. There was such a  s p i r i t  o f q u ie t  
charm -and s p i r i t u a l i t y *  . was th e re  a3,l a lo n e . ; I  chan ted  th e  V is i t in g  
T a b le t, prayed in  b e h a lf  of a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s ,  and begged th e  B lessed  
P e r f e c t io n  to u o n f i r m  and a s s i s t  .them* I  d id  no t fo rg e t  you, d ea r r e a d e rs , ,  
,by beloved  s i l e n t  companions by day and by n ig h t .  You were in  my mind*.
The door of th e  "Holy of H o lie s 0'*wherein th e  rem ains o f th e  B lessed  
P e r f e c t io n  a re  la id , ;  was open, and J. ' took  t,he courage to  e n te r ,  and 
throw ing m yself on th e  f lo o r ,  I  s u p p lic a te d  i n ! b e h a lf  o f a l l  o f you, I  
walked around th e  Holy Room 'th ree , tim es and when I  came ou t of th e  p la ce  , •' 
I  was in to x ic a te d  w ith  th e  Wine o f^ 'ê v e  of th e  b e l ie v e rp .  The n ig h t was 
spen t in  ho ly  communion in  th e  room n ea r th e  Tomb, a  r a r e ,  p re c io u s  
expere ince  never to  be fo rg o t te n . '

i- Æhmad, Sohra'b.
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L ear Friends:?* . 1 '
I t  was one o f th e  idost d e l ig h t f u l  p r iv i le g e s  o f  my ^.ife to  spend 

l a s t  n ig h t n ear th e  Tomb o f th e  B lessed  P e rfe c tio n *  My "bed was so p laced  
in  th e  room th a t  th e  moonbeams were s tream ing  upon my fa c e  from th e  o- 
pen window. In  my h e a r t  I  was most th a n k fu l, and on my l i p s  were th e  
p r a is e s  of th e  Lord of mankind, For a  long tim e I  wás ly in g  awake, p ra y 
ing fo r  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f God. Then- w ith  th e  happy th o u g h ts  o f peace 
a n d 'lo v e , 1 s t a r t e d  my voyage th rough  dream land. ¥hèn I  opened my eyes 
th i s  m orning, v e ry  e a r ly ,  I  saw th e  sky beclou; ded and th e  r a in  f a l l i n g .  
With; t h i s  w ea ther, I  mused, we cannot go o u t, 'n o r  can Mr,. Holbach tak e  
any photographs»' By t h i s  tim e we were a l l  up, the  r a in  had sto p p ed , and 
th e  sky c le a r e d ,  so th a t  th e  sup could sh ine  th rough  th e  f le e c y  c lo u d s .

Looking out of th e  window to my s u rp r is e  and jo y , I  saw the, sky, j u s t  a 
few hundred f e e t  beyond th e  Holy Tomb, a r c h e d w ith  the  most gorgeous 
rainbow  -  a  p e r f e c t  s e m i-c irc le  b f  re d , ro se , yellow , g reen  and v i o l e t ,  
c o lo r s .  L o i- th e r e  i s  th e  Aik o f th e  Covenant of Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  e m b e llish 
ing  th e  heaven With g lo ry ,a n d .m a je s ty , the o u te r  symbol of th e  Id e a l  
U nity o f m ankind! How*ray h e a r t  danced w ith  joy  a t  th e  s ig h t  of t h i s  
d iv in e  s ig n , beckoning us to  work f o r  th e  Cause of U nity  and B ro th e r
hood i .  The w orld i s  d i s t r a c te d  w ith  narrow schism s and s e c ts  and they  
need to  be rem inded of t h e i r  common o r ig in  and t r u e  o nepessi W ith th e  
a s s is ta n c e ' and in s p i r a t io n  o f th e  Bainbow of ih e  Covenant, we must '
aoh ieve t h i s  work and accom plish  t h i s  s e rv ic é í  L et t h i s  rainbow  always 
remind us o f our a l le g iá n o e  to  th e  Covenant and f a i th f u ln e s s  in  th e  
Cause of God I . ■ 1 -' ■ -

A fte r  p a r ta k in g  of a h e a r ty  b re a k fe .s t, we took a s t r o l l  in  th e  g a r
den, and th en  dëcided  to  walk to, th e  Mansion ,of M a^ra-eh, w herein  B ah a 'o 1 
l l a h  l iv e d  s ik  y e a rs  p r io r  to  ,'h is  coming th lB a h a je e .F o r - .n e a r ly  two 1 
hours we walked th rough  th e  f i e l d s ,  g reen  and flo w ery . Then we passed  
a  ty p ic a l  E a s te rn  v i l l a g e , b u i l t  On a  h ig h  h i l l .  A ll a lopg  th e  way, th e  
fa rm ers , w ith  t h e i r  loaded  cam els and dohkeyëj wended t h e i r  way tow ard 
th e  town. Then we reach ed  many w onderfu l orange g ro v es , and walked th rough  
t h e i r  shady ro a d s . TTe re  and th e re  you see t a l l  a rch e s ,i mqssy and iv e y -  
grown, ex ten d in g  th rough  th e  p la in ,  upho ld ing  th e  aqueduct w hich c a r -  
t i e s  th e  f r e s h  w ater -to Acca. . The s to ry  o f th e  b u ild in g  o f t h i s  aque
duct w i l l  appear in  an o th e r l e t t e r .  To our d isap p o in tm en t, we could 
not f in d  th e  M ansion, because th e re  many o th e r  p ifto es , and we were no t 
equipped w ith  adequate  in fo rm a tio n .. Away we re tu rn e d ;w ith o u t o b ta in in g  
our w ish , b u t we enj oyed our w alk . 11 was vabout noon when we a r r iv e d  
a t  B ah a jee . ç V -y ,

To our d e l ig h t f u l  s u r p r i s e ,  we found a l l  th e  p ilg r im s  from  H aifa  
c lu s te r e d  under the  p in e  t r e e s .  About h a l f  p a s t  th r e e ,  th e  M aster a r 
r iv e d ,  r id in g  on h is  l i t t l e  donkey. W hile th e  p ilg r im s  wqre in  the" Holy 
Tomb, th e  Beloved e n te re d  th é  B lessed  Spot and stood  n ea r th e  door in  
q u ie tn e s s  and s i l e n c e .  Sheikh Mohammed A li was ch an tin g  bhe V is i t in g  
T a b le t, and when i t  was f in is h e d ,  las we went o u t, th e  M aster p u t a  few 
dropws o f r o s e w a te r  in  th e  palm o f each  hand, jn  f r o n t  qg- th e  Holy 
Tomb two pho tographs were ta k en  o f  th e  M aster and th e  p i lg r im s . At th e


