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a sa it t  @aoh gtM r, »o that 4». the powers o f to* kingdom e s -oper* ti on
and reoiproeity Pa obtained . Correepondenoe and oonweunioaWon are the 
two greatest weans.for so lid a r ity . H i *  oaid that aorraopomience i#  
a quai to h a lf Beating*

"forward a copy o f th i* ■ tab let to a l l  part* « »o that the friend# 
o f Cod in ovary o ity  in a representative way may correspond with other 
oi t ie s  f e sp ec ia lly  Amer lea* This w ill  ha the oaueo o f enkindlement m á  
tn« «senna of a ttra ctio n . tfha «oui* w ill  beaome exhilarated , the a p ir - 
it#  gladdened, the ha art* stirred  into cheerfulness, and the braa* 0» 
d i la te d

All the night» ; and days of îim ieh nr* without a drop of r e in .
1eraanally , sinoa my arriva l haro I have not f e l t  the h eat, but, on 
the other hand, tone days are d ia tln o tly  oool in the shade, the aky 
ia m  blue as the blu«*t turquoise, except now and than you tea email 
volume* of aloud d r iftin g  h ither and th ither a im lessly . In tho Boat 
tho heaven la illumined at night by radiant a taro; in tho too t tho 
a fir th is  illumined by the power o f s is o t r io l t y .  During the winter time 
there i# not a spools o f enow. Sfho natives do not know what enow is  . 
if hay have never aeen I t  <

today, about; h a lf past throe, the Beloved passed by the house,and 
ce lled  out my nans, and 1 was with him in a sooond. ho told me to 
% oka the la tter*  with mi » 1 was glad of th is . noaching tho gate of 
the garden, 1 knooksd a t the door, f i r s t  with my f i s t ,  than with an 
umbrella, and f in a lly  with a piece of atone * At la s t  tho gardener was 
soon ambling along * $he has te r , entering the garden took o f f  his  
black ©oat and yellow aha, and put them h im self, on the branch of a 
f ig  tree near-by, Jew he was a l l  in white* He looked lik e  a glorious 
ungol of l ig h t  * I was a l l  a ions With h i»  in th is lovely  garden, and 
how 1 wished those American friends who love him were h ere . Por a 
low minutes he walked around the avenues, and I ©Quid see h is wonder
fu l form through the branches whloh moved by the wafting o f the oool 
breexe. *fhon the weather i s  good,* ho sa id , "my con stitu tion  lismed- 
la te ly  ropponds to i t  and I fool a d ifferen t parson .* Then he started  
to diotato ta b le ts , severlag a large f i e l d . the third monthly report 
o f mt . Joseph 1*' Eannsn was read . As he 0  ont inusd to road i t s  trans
la t io n , h is  faos brightened, and, reca llin g  d ifferen t names mentioned in 
tho le t t e r s , ho would oxo 1 aim: "Bravo, lire . Belmontt Bravo, Bo and Bo!** 
m  direoted me to send esp ies of the report to dairo and fehoran, so 
that they might spread i t  to other Bahai oonters, and took the English  
orig in al himself* In the evening ho said to the believers that a good 
report woo resolved from Washington * "1 was very happy to road i t .  You
must aloe read i t . *  ;

After two hours o f d ic ta tio n , ho lo f t  the garden to see a house 
which ho desires to rent for the doming pilgrims from India a id P ersia , 
on the way, we a st the eon o f the former Consul iioshem Khan, in Barnes - 
ou», with the secretary of the Consulate in Alexandria * they had asms 
to pay ' their homage to 'tha"'Beloved « After seeing tho house, the 
$ as ter took the now arrivals to tho apartment of Mirsa Abul fa»X, and 
there on the veranda eenversed with thorn, as the son of the consul ~ 
a p leasant, p o lite  young men * had dust arrived fro» Conetantinspls, the

con tinned /
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topio of conversation wm naturally turn ad toward that d irectio n , and 
the la to  war and it»  d iroful consequences ♦

•The thought» Of the statesmen o f the East aro atrophied ,•  he said . 
•th eir  hearts are devoid o f  the love of the progress o f the n ation .
Their idea» are petty  and not sublime, o e lfi«h  and not d iein tereeted , 
loca l and not general• they think wore o f  their own advancement and 
o f their own in tereete  than o f those o f the c o u n t r y . T hey  are not 
foreseeing patriote* hut inexperienced ty ro s . they eee the resources 
of their country when they reá lie#  they oan f i l l  their own pockets. 
Except in two inetaaoee, the two Mohammedan oountriea o f the Boat have 
not produced real statesmen- for the la s t  2oo year». The rest have 
been ordinary men with leae than the ordinary p o lit ic a l sagacity . then 
I was in Constantinople, 1 Heard on every aide the praise o f  ?ond Kasha 
the thon grand violer* At- that t i æ  I war about seventeen or eighteen  
years o ld . One day 1 wae In the house o f Karoal Kasha, the former 
fjnbaesador o f Turkey to Persia* He «poke foreign f lu en tly , and se 
wo know him  during hid o f f ic ia l  position  in  Teheran ho called  on us 
during our short etay in that c i ty ,  and I  returned ni» v i s i t ,  «toile 
I wae talk ing with Kamal Pasha, the arrival o f  t o c d Kaehn was announced .
T thought now I w ill have the opportunity of meeting th is celebrated  
statesman, and sh a ll hear from hie lip e  words of .p o litica l wisdom and 
in te lle c tu a l v e r s a t i l ity  * As soon as I entered, hie f ir s t  word ad
dressed to Kutal Pasha was, *1 could not oloep loo t night .» A s ta te s 
man who could not sleep  a l l  night must of neocssity  be thinking out the 
vast plans o f some adm inistrative reform or publia or o iv io  welfare . *1 
did not enjoy one wink o f slumber t i l l  morning, the resu lt being the 
composition o f two blank verses ,* he sa id . *»o you want me to read them 
to you?* 1 sa t there astonished at thin s ta te  of a ffa irs  - that the
grand v iz ier  o f an empire does not sleep  a l l  night for w riting two 
verses ! The verees were tome p oetica l exaggeration about the beauty 
and tressee o f the beloved • When he l e f t  the room 1 aeked Ksmal Kasha,
* .«by did you eo volubly praise these vapid verses?» He sa id , *Why, we 
o ia«11 do o therwiee » * *

Then he told  ue another long story about th is man, who ordered 
the k i l l in g  o f several .hundred persons, ca llin g  two or three thousand 
innocent men, paying a large indemnity o f eigh t m illions to some of 
the European powers ju st to s a t is fy  their demand» based upon certain  
occurrences that had transpired in Syria; while in P ersia , during the 
m inistry of the great Qaensraigow* the legation  of one of the foreign  
powers was burned to the ground and seventy-two people were burned by 
the populace ; but that far-sighted  and on tuts m inister eo dexterously 
sa t is f ie d  that foreign power, without paying any indemnity or k il l in g  
or banishing any one* that th is one so t alone became his greatest p o l i t 
ic a l fea t .

« to ile  1 was in Adrianople, Khoraeheed in*ha the Veil asked me one 
day about the future p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f the country. *£o you want me to 
give you my frank opinion?* X asked, ’ires, o f oourso,* ho answered .
’Then, l e t  me illu s tr a te  your position  by a s to ry . .During war against 
a foreign nation* one o f the so ld iers was stricken  with a severe sicknees 
The m ilitary doctor, observing h is oase, recommended him to the se n tr y . 1

continued
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•Do a» 1 t e l l  you»* he 8814 to  the « e n try  . *Thl« man w in  no t d e e p  
t o n i g h t , H  i«  the e r u e i a l  n ig h t  o f  h ie  s ic k n e s s ,  b u t tomorrow ho « i l l  
fo o l fe tte r  * . »«re e  h l»  hory e & re fu lly , and w atah over h i»  a l l  n ig h t ** 
th e  d o c to r  « o n t ,  and a f t e r  « u n se t the n o n try  same around to  tak e  h i»  
p o s i t io n ,  A fte r  an hour o r  two, he n m  th a t  the a iok  »tm •■mn g e t t in g  
w orse , bemoaning and lam en ting  lo u d ly .  In  o rd e r to  a l l e v i a t e  h ie  p a in , 
he gave h i»  an opium p i l l *  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  he s l e p t  soundly a l l  
n i g h t .  In  the  m orning, th e  d o e to r  eene and saw th a t  the  c o n d itio n  of 
the  p a t ie n t  wee * o W » S o t Suing a b le  to  e x p la in  th e  r e la p s e ,  he r e n t  
f o r  the se n try *  ’What 414 you g iro  him l a s t  n ig h tt*  'Oh, he was in  
ouoh a  f r a n t i c  o o o d ltio n  th a t  X g a rs  h i»  on ly  on» p i l l  o f op lu » ,a f t e r  
whioh ho s l e p t  q u ie t ly  a l l  n i  glut .» *pid y0U n o t th in k  th a t  1 , who «us 
a  d o c to r ,  knew th is  remedy j u s t  a t  w e l l ,  h u t d id  n o t g ive i t  to  h i»  
because i t  would h a re  made him w orset*  'What do 1 ca re  about th is  ooa- 
o ld e r a t io n t  On my w atch 1 wanted to  s le e p ,  and th i s  p a t i e n t  d is tu rb e d  
my ni cap . 1 gave h i»  an opium p i l l ,  and i t  se rv ed  i t s  purpose . T o
n ig h t  th e re  w i l l  be a n o th e r  watchman , T hat the p a t ie n t  i s  g e t t in g  wore» 
doee n o t ro u b le  me in  th e  l e a s t .*  ’How* -  the M aster a a id  to  tins gov* 
o rn o r - ' i t  i s  your watoh t im e . You a re  no t do ing  an y th in g  to  improve 
the c o n d itio n  o f  th e  » iok  c o u n try . Tou a re  p u t t in g  i t  to  © leap . I n 
s te ad  o f w atch ing  the p a t ie n t  s o l i c i t o u s l y ,  end p u l l in g  bits th ro u g h , 
you p r e f e r  your own r e s t  and c o m fo r t ,»* ■

After thio the Master brought h is two guests to our house, o f 
fered thoa, boa, talked to the» about hia American tour, and invited  
them to the ilotel V ictoria for dinner, Happy ar« those who bathe 
in  the eunshine o f  h ie  Love*

Aimad Aohrhb



Ramleh, E gypt, August £6, 1913,

Dear f r ie n d s :

A glim pse o f th e  Beloved lïlg h ten g a le  f ly in g  By our house toward 
th e  ro se -g a rd en  to  s in g  songs and anthem s, whereby th e  h e a r t s  a re  
gladdened and th e  so u ls  o f th e  peop le  o f th e  w orld  r e jo ic e d ;  a sweet 
vo ice  w h ile  r e tu rn in g  to  h i s  heaven ly  n e s t  a f t e r  e n te r ta in in g  u n t i l  
l a t e  a t  n ig h t nohle g u e s ts  a t  th e  H o te l V iû to r ia — i s  a l l  t h a t  I  can 
re p o r t  o f th e  movements o f  th e  p ia s te r , In  th e  i n t e r v a l ,  we m y  
v iv id ly  im agine him speak ing  many w onderfu l w ords, p robab ly  r e l a t i n g  
some d e l ig h t f u l  s to r i e s  to  b r in g  home h i s  p o in ts ;  now lau g h in g , now 
s e r io u s ;  now r i s i n g  to  th e  h e ig h t o f  e loquence , in s p ire d  w ith  th e  F ire  
o f God, ag a in  s i l e n t ,  h i s  eyes s h u t ,  co n tem p la tiv e , b u t h is  v ery  P resence 
i r r a d i a t i n g  th e  dynamic fo ro e  o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y —a l l  th e s e  and more th a n  
th e s e ,  n o t on ly  can  we w e ll  im agine, b u t see them w ith  th e  eyes o f  our 
mind and v is u a l iz e  them w ith  th e  s ig h t  o f  our co n sc ie n ce .

L ast n ig h t  H a ji  Mohammed, th e  b ro th e r  o f  Ahmad Y azdi, a r r iv e d  from 
P o rt S a id , and b ro u g h t u s  our m a il .  I  had a few l e t t e r s  from America, 
th e  c o n te n ts  o f  which gave ranch p le a s u re  to  th e  B eloved. The b reeze o f 
good news must ev e r w aft from  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  West to  g ladden th e  
h e a r t  o f  th e  C en ter o f  L ig h t;  th e  news o f  f r e s h  v io to r ie s  l ik e  unto  a 
c l e a r  s tream  must flow  from th e  O ccident tow ard th e  O r ie n t .  May th e  
b e l ie v e r s  o f Bod d u rin g  th e  ooming Autumn and w in te r  p la n t  new seeds in  
th e  gardens o f  th e  h e a r t s ,  educate  new so u ls  in  th e  d iv in e  sch o o l, adorn  
w ith  new s t a r s  th e  heaven o f  R e a l i ty ,  u p ra is e  new banners in  th e  in v in c i
b le  army o f th e  Kingdom, t r a i n  new f lo w e rs  in  th e  P a ra d ise  o f  ABTLA, send 
out a new v o ice  th rough  th e  p i l l a r s  o f  th e  e a r th ,  h e a ra ld  th e  new Mes
sage w ith  a new en thusiasm , b reak  th ro u g h  th e  ran k  and f i l e  o f  i n d i f f e r 
ence w ith  a new im p e tu o s ity , i n v i t e  new g u e s ts  to  s i t  around th e  heaven
ly  t a b l e ,  ask  new t h i r s t y  ones to  d r in k  from th e  sp r in g  o f  L ife ,  c r e a te  
a new m otion in  th e  s p i r i t s ,  throw  a  new s t i r  in  th e  w orld o f id e a ls  
and have new highways le a d in g  to  th e  Supreme C oncourse,

In  th e  morning I  went to  A lex an d ria  and hav ing  d isp a tch e d  some 
l e t t e r s  and a tten d e d  to  d u tie s  e n tru s te d  to  me by th e  M aster, re tu rn ed *  
A ll day our home was an in t e r e s t i n g  c e n te r  f o r  th e  coming and go ing  o f  
th e  b e l ie v e r s  and th e  p ilg rim s*  H á ji Abbas rece iv ed  p e rm iss io n  to  
r e tu r n  to  h is  home v ia  C o n s tan tin o p le  and R u ss ia .

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  I  c a l le d  a t  th e  apartm ent o f  M irza Abul F a z l.
There were s e v e ra l  young Arab B ahais p re s e n t ,  and to  my p le a s a n t 
s u rp r is e  th e  s u b je c t  o f  d is c u s s io n  was an  a r t i c l e  by A rth u r B risb an e , 
th e  E d ito r  o f th e  H ea rs t p aper in  Hew York. The a r t i c l e  d e a l t  w ith  th e  
wonders o f so ienoe and th e  d is c o v e r ie s  o f  t h i s  ag e . I t  was t r a n s la te d  
in to  A rabic by an E g y p tian  d a i ly  and pTibïished in  i t s  c u r re n t  i s s u e .
M irza Abul F az l co u ld  n o t ag ree  w ith  c e r t a in  s ta tem en ts  made by Mr. 
B risb an e . A fte r  much d is c u s s io n  pro and con th e  d ir e c te d  H ossein  Rouhy 
to  w r i te  an answer and forw ard i t  o t th e  E d ito r  o f  th e  p aper which is  
p u b lish ed  in  C a iro . As I  s a t  th e r e ,  I  though t how sm all th e  w orld i s  
a f t e r  a l i i  What would A rth u r B risbane say  or th in k  d id  ho know th a t  , 
t h i s  a r t i c l e  penned in  a  new w orld , thousands o f  m iles  away, surrounded 
by a complex c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  i s  be ing  d isc u sse d  and c r i t i c iz e d ,  by a number 
o f  A rab ian  S tu d en ts  su p e rv ised  by a P e rs ia n  p h ilo so p h e r  in  a summer 
r e s o r t  o f  th e  a n c ie n t E gyp t. T ru ly  th e  w orld  i s  becoming onei
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I  m y  ont! t h i s  l e t t e r  with, e x t r a c t  o from  some T a b le ts  which I
g a th e red  out o f  th e  m anuscrip t hook o f  one o f  th e  P ilg r im s , 

ih o y  r e f l e c t  th e  Bahai q u a l i t i e s  and s p i r i t .  .He soys*

0 ye f r ie n d s  o f  God and a s s i s t a n t s  o f  Abdul Bahai
"V/hat can  I  w r i te  and what can  I  say  I That which i s  in  th e  h e a r t  

can no i t  h©r he t r a n s l a t e d  in to  words n o r w r i t te n  on p ap e r, and th a t  
which can ho moulded in to  p h ra se s  cannot ex p ress  th e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  
o f th e  h e a r t  and consciousness.; th e re fo r e  I  ad d re ss  you . 0 ye r e a l  
f r io n d s i t e a  th e  m irro rs  o f  your h e a ts  tow ard m ine. U nquestionab ly  
th e  mystexrLes o f  t h i s  h e a r t  s h a l l  become r e f le c te d  upon th o se  h e a r t s  
and tho  em otions o f  t h i s  lo n g in g  one w i l l  become e v id e n t and m an ife s t 
i a  a l l  th e  r e g io n s ,

"She w orld  i s  b la c k ;  th e  Divin® B e s to w a l 'is  r o d ia n t ,  T h is b lac'oxoss 
must be changed in to  l i g h t ,  and t h i s  narrow , d ark  sphere  must be t r a n s 
formed in to  a  v a s t ,  i l l i m i t a b l e  u n iv e rse  o f  i l lu m in a t io n .  The body of  
th e  world i s  a  dead c o rp se ; i t  must be r e s u s c i ta te d .  I t  i s  w h ith o re d ; 
i t  must be made f r e s h  and blooming* I t  i s  e x t in c t ;  i t  must be en k in d led ; 
i t  i s  th e  a ren a  f o r  th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  an im o sity , i t  must be mad© th e  
daw ning-placo o f  love end g o o d -fe llo w sh ip .  I t  i s  th e  p la c e  o f o r ig in  
f o r  the  em anation o f  c o n te n tio n ; we must make i t  th e  a x is  around which 
le a d  rev o lv e s  u n i ty .  I t  i s  th e  e x p o s itio n  o f  th e  b a s e r  q u a l i t i e s  
which load  to  e te r n a l  d is g ra c e ;  we must make i t  th e  r i s in g - p o in t  o f  th e  
r e fu lg e n t  ra y s  o f  th e  E v e r la s tin g .G lo ry *  The• s t r a n g e rs  must b© in s t r u c 
te d  in  th e  la s s o n s  o f  n e ig h b o r lin e s s  ; th e  h e e d le s s  ones made aw aro; the  
one mi os must be lo v ed , and th e  h a te f u l  ones bo shown k indness • T/o must 
become flam in g  to rc h e s  and th e  Burning F ire  o f  God* We must move t h i s  
world and illu m in e  t h i s  d a rk  g lo b e . A ll t h i s  depends upon th e  e f f o r t  
o f  th e  f r i e n d s  and th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  th e  Beloved Ones”

In  a n o th e r  C ab le t he sa y s ;

”0 thou  se rv a n t o f  th e  A lm ightyi
"Bog o f  God th a t  in  t h i s  w orld  g ro an in g  w ith  p a in  and t r o u b le s ,  

tiu>u n ay est r e s p i r e  a  b re a th  o f  r e s t ,  and in  t h i s  so rrow S begird led  globe 
thou m y e s t  o b ta in  hap p in ess#  T h is  b es to w al w i l l  n o t become u n v e ile d  
and t h i s  g race  w i l l  n o t adorn  th o  assem blage o f  th e  h e a r t s  save by 
severance  from  a l l  e l s e  save God and tu rn in g  o n e’s a t t e n t io n  com plete ly  
tow ard th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, T h is sev eran ce  and a t t e n t io n  w i l l  n o t be 
o b ta in ed  save by a t t r a c t i o n  w ith  th e  F rag ran ces  o f  God and eakindlem ent 
w ith  th e  F ire  o f  th e  Dove o f  God# T h is a t t r a c t i o n  and enkindlyraent 
w i l l  n o t be r e a l iz e d  ex cep t th ro u g h  te a c h in g  th e  Cause o f God, Upon 
th e e  be Baha and upon ©very on© who i s  se v e red , a t t e n t i v e ,  a t t r a c te d  
and en k in d led ; conveying th e  Message w h ile  he i s  f irm  and s t e a d f a s t , "

"0 th o u  who a r t  e x h i la r a te d  w ith  th e  cup o f th e  True Onol
"Thou h a s t  th e  d e s i r e  to  re n d e r  a m ighty s e rv ic e  a t  th e  T hreshold  

o f th e  Almighty* Happy a r t  th o u  th a t  th o u  a r t (co n fin ed ) confirm ed w ith  
t h i s  bounteous aim . To-day e c s ta s y  and y e a rn in g  a t  th e  T h resho lds o f 
God, enkindlom ont w ith  th e  F ire  o f  th e  lo v e  o f God, a t t r a c t i o n  w ith  th e  
f ra g ra n c e s  o f  God and th e  song and melody o f  th e  Supreme Concourse a re  
t r u e  s e rv ic e s .  Be thou  an ig n i te d  to r c h  and c a s t  upon a l l  th e  people 
th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  r a y s .  E nk ind le  th e  F ire  o f  lo v e  and burn away 
a l l  v e i l s .
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Confer írpon everyone s p i r i t u a l  joy and g ladness ,  and m an ifes t  a m e rc i fu l  
n a tu re  and d i s p o s i t i o n .  D e l iv e r  mankind from p r i s o n  and le ad  them to 
the  co u r t  o f  Guidance.

The fo l low ing  i s  a t a b l e t  w ith  many P e r s ia n  metaphors:

n0 ye who are i n to x i c a t e d  w i th  the Wine of  Gřo.di
"The Breeze of  the  M erc i fu l  i s  w a f t in g  from the ro se -g a rd en  of 

lit e m i t  y ; the  luminous Morn h a th  àawned from th e  ho r izon  of s i g n i f i c a n 
ce s ;  the  C la r io n  C a l l  reaches  to  t h e  e a r s  from the  Kingdom of  Ahha; the  
•melody of  the  wisdom o f  the h ig h te n g a le  of the meadow of  s a n c t i t y  i s  
r a i s e d ;  the  P a rad ise  of  u n i ty  and the  orchard of A b s t r a c t io n  a re  opened 
and l u x u r i a n t  ; the  ro ses  o f  id e a l i sm  and th e  f low ers  o f  the  m erc i fu l  
v e r i t i e s  are laugh ing  and bloom; the  h y ac in th s  and anemones are f r e s h  and 
o d o r i f e ro u s ;  the  t r e e s  of  th e  d iv ine  garden are  f r u i t f u l ,  t h e i r  ro o ts  
f irm in  the  ground; the  r i v e r s  of  l i f e  a re  f lowing; th e  f o u n ta in  of 
unending Grace i s  gushing f o r t h ,  l e a p in g  p l a y f u l l y  on and on; the  l i b e r 
ty - l o v i n g  Cypress has r a i s e d  i t s  branches e r e c t  toward the  shy; the long 
ing  dove i s  cooing; the  r e a l  L e i l a  w i th  rosy-cheeked countenance i s  man
i f e s t ,  th e  Majnoon of  Consciousness w i th  burn ing  h e a r t  i s  e v id e n t ;  the  
n ig h t  engale of the  heaven of God i s  b reak ing  in to  i d e a l  s t r a i n s ,  and the 
th ru sh  of s p i r i t u a l i t y  i s  w isp e r in g  the  m y s te r ie s  of  Truth w ith  the  Face 
of  the  C e l e s t i a l  Pose.  Prom every d i r e c t i o n  one h ea rs  a new note  and 
anthem; and on o i l  s id e s  the h e a r t s  o f  the lo v e r s  a re  ab laze  and s e t  
aglow. The sweet murmur of  the Divine ly r e  and harp  i s  r a i s e d  from 
every t ”rig ,  and the  r a v i s h i n g  n o te s  of v i o l i n  and mandolin are  heard 
from the  t u r r e t s  of every p a l a c e .  L i s t e n  ye to  the  charming s t r a i n s  
of the Heavenly Harp, and give your e a rs  to  the  d iapason  of  t h e  Supreme 
Concourse. Take ye i n  your hands the musical  in s t ru m en ts  of  th e  Kingdom 
ano p lay  upon them the  wonderful  melody in  the  p r a i s e  o f  the  Glorious 
Loro in  the  Garden of  S a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  P r a i s e  be to  God t h a t  ye are  
the  L i ra s  of these  meadows, th e  im personat ions  of th e s e  i d e a l s ,  the  man
ifes to? .^  of the  B ount ies  o f  th e  Clement Lord and the  dawning-places  of  
the  rays  of th e  Sun o f  E x is te n c e .  The p r o t e c t i o n  of God i s  w ith  you, 
arid th e  in e x h a u s t ib le  bes tow als  have surrounded you. Ere long the  
Traces o f  the True One s h a l l  be r e v e a le d ,  and the l i g h t s  o f  God s h a l l  
i l lum ine  th e  East  and the  West.

Upon ye be BAHAi 0 ye b e l i e v e r s  of GOD!
(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas.

T Tills i s ,  in  a way, a f a i n t  shadow of  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  I t  i s  impossible 
to  t r a n s l a t e  a Tab le t  l i k e  t h i s  w ithout  l o s i n g  much of  i t s  p o e t i c  beauty  
and a r t i s t i c  s e t t i n g .  The o r i g i n a l  i s  l i k e  a wonderful  song o f  L i f e ,  
incomparable in  i t s  eloquence and d e l i c a c y  o f  e x p re s s io n .  I t  i s  a s p i r i t  
u a l  poem w r i t t e n  by the  Heavenly S ee r .  The Western m in d . i s  not aceustone 
to the f lowery ex p re s s io n s ,  bu t t o  th e  E a s t e r n e r  every word has  i t s  d i s 
t i n c t  and s p i r i t u a l  meaning, i t s  exact  va lue  and c o u n t e r p a r t ;  every 
Phrase i s  a gem and every  thought th e  source o f ; g r e a t  joy .  Thus the  
Divine M a n i fe s ta t io n  o f  t h i s  day knows how to  speak w ith  th e  people  of  th  
East  and of the West, and f o r  the  f i r s t  time in th e  h i s t o r y  of  mankind, 
b r in g in g  t o g e th e r  the  two hemispheres in to  c l o s e r  t i e s  of amity/acid b e t te  
unders tand ing  !

Ahmad Sohrab.



Ramleh, Egypt* August 27, 1913,

Dear F rie n d s :

Teach, th e  Word o f  God, spread  th e  G lad -S id ings o f  th e  Kingdom, 
convey th e  Message o f  U n ity , and r a i s e  th e  F lag  o f  I n te r n a t io n a l  
P eace; h o ld  th e  forem ost ground in  th e  Bahai C ause. When we re c e iv e  
c e r t a in  h eav en ly  p r iv i le g e s  and s p i r i t u a l  d i s t i n c t io n s ,  we inust o f 
n e c e s s i ty  sh a re  them  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  our fellow -m en . By te a c h in g , 
our own knowledge w i l l  h e  in c re a s e d . When w ate r i s  no t c o n s ta n tly  
in  a  flow ing  s t a t e ,  i t  w i l l  S tag n a te  and become f o u l ,  210 m a tte r  how 
o r y s ta l in e  and p u re . I f  you have a  h an d fu l o f  se e d s , you must sow them 
d u rin g  th e  season  so th a t  you may g a th e r  a crop  a t  th e  h a rv e s t  tim e , 
low t h i s  i s  th e  seed-sow ing  tim e o f  th e  Kingdom o f  ABIIA. T h is and 
t h i s  alone w i l l  y ie ld  f r u i t s #  There a re  no crops to  he g a th e red  a t  
■ h is  t im e . We must l i k e  th e  w ise o ld  farm er a r i s e  e a r ly  in  th e  morn
in g  and go about o u r b u s in e ss  w ith  no o th e r  though t in  our mind— sowing 
th e  se ed s . We must sow a l l  th e  seeds t h a t  B a h a 'o 'l la h  and Abdul Baha lav e  
g iven  p s , and i f  we ex h au st th e  su p p ly —which I  doubt be ing  p o s s ib le — 
th e y  s tan d  ready  to  r e p le n is h  i t  from  t h e i r  in v i s ib le  s to re -h o u s e . Once 
th e  seeds a re  sown, th e  Sun o f  P rov idence s h a l l  sh in e  f o r t h ,  th e  Breeze 
o f Mercy w i l l  w a f t ,  th e  r a in  o f  Clemency w i l l  pn$r down, cau s in g  th e  
seeds to  sp ro u t and grow in to  a  l i v e l y  f i e l d —l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  becoming 
g reen , waving w ith  t h a t  s o f t ,  b e a u t i f u l  verdancy , and a t t a i n in g  to  th e  
s tag e  o f f r u i t i o n ,  th e  sheaves la d e n  w ith  g ra in , g e n t ly  murmuring under 
t h e i r  go lden  b u rd en . Then i s  th e  tim e of r e jo ic in g  f o r  th e  fa rm er, be
cause b e fo re  h i s  v is io n  i s  sp read  th e  w onderfu l f i e l d ,  th e  r e s u l t  of 
h is  la b o r  and in d u s try *

B efore a n y th in g  e ls e  we must la y  th e  fo u n d a tio n , and th e n  go out to 
g a th e r  m o rta r, s to n e , b r ic k ,  lim e , h a u lin g  m achinery and la b o re r s  to  
b u ild  th e  h o u se . What b e n i r i t  w i l l  accrue  to  u s  i f  we buy f u r n i tu r e  or 
h o u s e -u te n s i ls  b e fo re  i t  i s  ready? How can we b u i ld  th e  ro o f  o r f i l l  th e  
in te rv e n in g  w a lls  b e fo re  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  fram e-work i s  pu t to g e th e r?  I t  
would be a w aste o f  energy and lo s s  o f  t im e , A .wise b u i ld e r  la y s  a good 
b a s is  fo r  h is  home, c o l l e c t s  a l l  th e  n ec essa ry  m a te r ia ls ,  and thengoes 
on s te p  by s te p  in  i t s  c o n s tru c t io n ,  Abdul Baha, th rough  h i s  l i f e ,  
deeds and te a c h in g s , has ta u g h t u s  and i s  d a i ly  te a c h in g  u s  how t h i s  i s  
th e  most im p o rtan t work o f  th e  C ause, Soon th e  season  o f  Autumn and Win
t e r  w i l l  draw n ea r upon th e  A ssem blies o f  th e  W est, T h e ir  supreme du ty  
i s  to  a r i s e  unanim ously in  th e  awakening o f  th e  s o u ls  and th e  sounding 
o f  th e  trum pet o f  Sod, Should th e y  fo llo w  th e  example o f  our D ivine 
Parmer In  th e  coming seaso n , th e y  w i l l  u n q u es tio n ab ly  reap  a g r e a t  crop  
by nex t March; th e y  w i l l  see th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  joyous fa c e s  in  the 
m irro r  o f  th e  Kingdom, and th e y  w i l l  observe t h e i r  names in s c r ib e d  upon 
th e  h e a r t  o f  our Beloved w ith  th e  pen o f  l ig h t*  The f r ie n d s  a l l  over 
America and Europe a re  lo n g in g  to  s e rv e  th e  Cause, P ra is e  be to  God, ifc 
t h e i r  aim s a re  h u m a n ita ria n , t h e i r  id e a s  a re  l o f t y ,  t h e i r  love fo r  th e  
C enter o f  th e  Covenant i s  m a n ife s t, t h e i r  eag ern ess  to  d if fu s e  th e  lig h t s 
o f  th e  sun o f R e a l i ty  ev id en t and t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  warm 
and aglow. They a re  th e  s e rv a n ts  o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity, and th e  h e r 
a ld s  o f th e  Kingdom o f Abhaî



May th ey  become confirm ed to  te a c h  th e  Cause w ith  a new fe rv o r  and 
in s p i r a t io n !  In  a T ab le t re v e a le d  by th e  M aster, s e v e ra l  y e a ts  ago, 
and which can be a p p lie d  w ith  fo rc e  to  th e  p re s e n t s u b je c t ,  he says:

"The b e l ie v e r s  w ith  th e  u tm ost f irm n ess  and s te a d fa s tn e s s  mast 
engage in  th e  te a c h in g  o f  the. Cause. They must become u n ite d  and ag reed . 
They a re  a l l  th e  drops o f  one r i v e r ,  th e  waves o f  one se a , th e  b reez es  
o f  one g a rd e , th e  stream s flow ing  from  one fo u n ta in , th e  b i r d s  so a rin g  
tow ard one apex, th e  h y a c in th s  ado rn ing  one p a rk ; in to x ic a te d  w ith  one 
w ine, and t h e i r  h e a r t s  re v ish e d  by one melody. I t  i s  hoped th a t  th e  
f r ie n d s  may become s a n c t i f ie d  and h o ly  above a l l  th e  e a r th ly  c o n d itio n s , 
and in  concord and harmony, in  th e  u n ity  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  th e  u n i ty  of qual
i t y ,  th e  u n ity  o f  o p in io n s , and th e  unan im ity  of th o u g h t may s e t  an exam
p le  fo r  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  and become th e  s p i r i t u a l  le a d 
e rs  o f t h i s  a re n a . Now a l l  th e  aims must verge; tow ard one sp r in g , and 
a l l  th e  e f f o r t s  be c e n tr a l iz e d  in  one o b je o t, and th a t  i s :  th e  d i f f u s 
ion  o f th e  F rag ran ces  of th e  M e rc ifu l and th e  p rom ulgation  o f th e  Word 
o f th e  A lm ighty . The tim e o f  sye tem ation  and c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n ,  organ 
iz a t io n  s h a l l  oome. Now i s  no t th e  tim e fo r  i t .  The aim o f a l l  th e  
f r ie n d s  must be t h i s :  th e  d i f fu s io n  o f th e  F rag ran ces o f H o lin e ss .
When th e  e f f o r t s  o f  one a re  c o n c e n tra te d  around t h i s  one o b je c t ,  undoubt
ed ly  he w i l l  become th e  m a n ife s ta tin n  o f  th e  C onfirm ation  of th e  M anifest 
L ig h t, E xcept th e  guidance o f th e  s o u ls , no o th e r  cause i s  e q u a lly  con
firm ed . I f  any p erso n  e n te r ta in s  o th e r  th o u g h ts  th a n  t h i s ,  u n q u es tio n ab 
ly  he w i l l  r e g r e t ,

"D uring th e  season  o f seed-sow ing you cannot g a th e r  a c ro p , and a t  
tho  tim e of i r r i g a t i o n ,  h a rv e s tin g  i s  u n th in k a b le . The sou l who d u rin g  
th e  summer season engages h i s  tim e in  p la n t in g  th e  t r e e s ,  w i l l  no t reap  
any reward, fo r  th a t  i s  th e  season  o f  f r u i t - g a th e r in g ,  and no t th e  
season o f  t r e e - p l a n t i n g . ; In  s h o r t ,  th e  purpose i s  t h i s :  d u rin g  th e
season of t h i s  D iv ine S p rin g , we must occupy a l l  our tim e in  seed-sow 
in g  and i r r i g a t i o n ,  and n o t h a rv e s t in g  and c r o p - c o l le c t in g .”

This morning th e  Beloved c a l le d  on M irza Abul F a z l , and fo r  h a l f  
an hour spoke w ith  him on th e  im portance o f  te a c h in g  th e  Cause in  t h i s  
day, and th e  su bserv ienoy  o f  a l l  o th e r  id e a s  to  th e  id e a  o f  prom oting 
th e  Word of Gřdd. In  th e  a f te rn n o n  he r e s o r te d  to  th e  ro se -g a rd e n  in  
o rder  to  s t r in g  to g e th e r  some o f th e  Jew els o f th e  Kingdom th a t  th e  
f r i e n d s  may d e l ig h t  t h e i r  eyes by b eh o ld in g  them. In  th e  egening  he 
e n t e r t a i n e d  a R ussian  P rin c e  and a  number o f Arab S heiks a t  h i s  home.
In  enone of  th e se  m eetings was I  p r e s e n t ,  so u n h ap p ily  I  cannot w r i te
or r e p o r t  an y th in g  about them ./

L e t t e r s  and cablegram s a re  p o u rin g  in  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  world.  
The Master i s  d a i ly  growing s tro n g e r ,  and i s  a t te n d in g  to  a l l  th e  i n 
numerable d u t i e s  l a id  on h i s  sh o u ld e rs ,

Mirza Moneer, M irza A li Akbar and M iraa Mahmoud a re  a l l  in  good 
h e a l t h  and send to  every  W estern Bahai th e  w onderfu l Abha G re e tin g . We 
a l l  p ray  to g e th e r  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  n e a rn e ss , heaven ly  fe llo w h ip , devine 
a s s o c i a t i o n  and th e  rem oval o f  a l l  r a c i a l ,  p a t r i o t i c  and r e l ig io u s  
b a r r i e r s  bet?/een th e  E as t and th e  W est; t h i s  b r in g in g  to g e th e r  th e  two 
hemispheres ,  which have been s e p a ra te d .

Ahmad Sohrab



Ramleh, E gypt, August 28, 1913

Dear P r ie n d s :

The s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  o f  th e  E ast i s  calm  and u p l i f t i n g .  I t  has 
a  p u re ly  m oral and c e l e s t i a l  a s p e c t .  I t  p u r i f i e s  o n e 's  aims and 
c le a n se s  o n e 's  am b itio n . I t  ennobles th e  c h a ra c te r  and burns away 
th e  s e l f .  I t  changes th e  s a ta n  in to  th e  a n g e l, and tran sm u tes  th e  
iro n  in to  g o ld . There i s  a  s u b tle  in f lu e n c e  in  t h i s  l i f e  which works 
l ik e  magic upon th e  h e a r t  o f  man. I t  s te a d ie s  th e  n e rv e s , c o n fe rs  
an e q u ip o ise , i n t e n s i f i e s  th e  s p i r i t u a l  f e e l in g s ,  and bestow s m ental 
calm ness and s e r e n i ty .  The r e a l i z a t i o n  o f th e  power o f  f a i t h  and 
p ra y e r  dawns upon th e  mind; th e  í)iv ine  P resence i s  f e l t  as never be
fo re ,  and th e  Holy L igh t b reak s  upon th e  darkened chambers o f  th e  
h e a r t .  One cannot d e s c r ib e  t h i s  l i f e ,  i f  he w r i te s  a thousand  books. 
Those who have l iv e d  in  th e  E a s t and have experien ced  t h i s  f e e l in g  
cannot d e sc r ib e  i t  in  w ords. I t  i s  aco n tag io u s f i r e  which i s  capab le  
o f s e t t in g  aglow many h e a r t s  and in s p i r in g  many im ag in a tio n s  w hith  
g lo r io u s  p ic tu r e s  o f h eaven ly  a t t r ib u te s *  w hile  on th e  one hand th e  
l i f e  o f th e  E as t i s  sw ee tly  co n tem p la tiv e , th e  l i f e  o f  th e  West i s  
e n e rg e t ic a l ly  a c t iv e ;  th e  form er i s  a noble calm  r i v e r ,  th e  l a t t e r  i s  
a tu r b u le n t ,  ru sh in g  cy c lo n e . One in t e r p r e t s  l i f e  s u b je c t iv e ly ,  th e  
o th e r  e lu c id a te s  i t  o b je c t iv e ly .  The Bahai Movement e s ta b l i s h e s  a 
b a lan ce  betw een th e  two ex trem es. The m a te r ia lism  o f  th e  O ccident i s  
g iven  a new im petus o f  S p i r i t ,  and th e  u n p ro d u ctiv e  m ysticism  o f th e  
O rien t d iscoun tenanced  and work i s  c o n s t i tu te d  w orsh ip . Thus th e  
Cause i s  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  h e lp  b o th  hem ispheres w ith  a  new s p i r i t u a l 
i t y  and new p h ilo so p h y . The Beloved i s  d a i ly  w orking f o r  th e  consum- 
m ationof t h i s  o b je o t ,  E xcept th ro u g h  th e  power o f  B a h a 'o 'l la h ,  t h i s  
id e a l  w i l l  n o t become re v e a le d , t h i s  th o u g h t w i l l  n o t be m a te r ia l iz e d , 
t h i s  lo n g e d -fo r  r e s u l t  w i l l  n o t be o b ta in e d , and t h i s  p ra y e r  w i l l  no t 
be answ ered.

To-day we d id  no t see th e  M aster, excep t g lim pses o f him as 
he passed  b e fo re  our house two o r th r e e  tim e s . He was occupied a l l  
day from e a r ly  morning u n t i l  v e ry  l a t e .  In  th e  even ing , th e  co rre sp o n 
dent o f "M ogattam", p u b lis h e d  in  Cairo*) c a l le d  on him, and had a long  
in te rv ie w . These days th e  M aster dev o tes much o f h i s  tim e to  re v e a lin g  
T a b le ts  f o r  th e  P e rs ia n  b e l ie v e r s .  He i s  f u l f i l l i n g  h is  p rom ise , th a t  
a f t e r  h is  r e tu r n  from  America and Europe, he w i l l  answer a l l  t h e i r  
p e t i t i o n s .  A fte r  s e v e ra l days o f  w a itin g , he gave me on ly  one hour to  
p re se n t, to  him s e v e ra l  im portan t s u p p l ic a t io n s ,  I  reproduce h e re in  th e  
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  o n e 'o f  th e se  T a b le ts , d ea lin g : w ith  "Woman's q u e s tio n " , 
a q u e s tio n  th a t  i s  v ery  opportune and tim e ly  a t  t h i s  ju n c tu re , bo th  in  
America and Europe, and i s  th e  to p ic  o f d is c u s s io n  in  th e  p re s s  and in  
th e  p u l p i t .  I t  i s  as fo llo w s;

"0 thou  my beloved  d au g h te r!

"Thy e lo q u en t and f lu e n t  l e t t e r  was I perused  in  a garden , 
under th e  co o l shade o f a t r e e ,  w h ile  th e  g e n tle  b reeze  was w a f tin g .
The means o f p h y s ic a l  enjoyment was sp read  b e fo re  th e  eyes, and th ey  
l e t t e r  became th e  cause o f  s p i r i t u a l  enjoym ent. T ru ly  I  say i t  was
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n o t a l e t t e r ,  bu t a ro se -g a rd e n , adorned w ith * h y ac in th s  and f lo w e rs . 
I t  co n ta in ed  th e  sweet fra g ra n c e  o f  P a ra d ise  and th e  Zephyr o f D ivine 
Love blew from i t s  ro s e a te  w ords.

"As I  have n o t ample tim e a t  my d is p o s a l ,  I  w i l l  g ive h e re in  a 
L r ie f ,  co n c lu siv e  and ; com prehensive answ er. I t  i s  a s  fo llo w s;

'I n  t h i s  r e v e la t io n  o f  B a h a 'o 'l la h  th e  women go neck and neck 
w ith  th e  men. In  no movement w i l l  th e y  he l e f t  b eh in d . T heir r ig h t s  
w ith  men a re  In  equal d e g re e s . They w i l l  e n te r  in  a l l  th e  ad m in is ta a -  
t i v e  b ran ch es o f  p o l i t i c s .  They w i l l  a t t a i n  to  such a degree which 
w i l l  be co n s id e red  th e  v e ry  h ig h e s t  s t a t i o n  o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity, 
and w i l l  ta k e  a p a r t  in  a l l  th e  a f f a i r s .  R est ye a s s u re d . Do ye n o t 
look  upon th e  p re s e n t c o n d itio n s ;  in  th e  no t f a r  d i s t a n t  fu tu re  th e  
world o f women w i l l  become a l l - r e f u lg e n t  and a l l - g l o r i o u s ,  fo r  His 
H o lin ess  B a h a 'o 'l la h  h a th  w ille d  i t  so! At the  tim e o f e le c t io n s  
th e  r ig h t  to  v o te  i s  th e  in a l ie n a b le  r ig h t  o f  wome^,and th e  en tran ce  
o f women in  a l l  th e  human d epartm en ts  i s  an i r r e f u t a b l e  and in c o n tro 
v e r t ib l e  q u e s tio n . Ho so u l can r e ta r d  o r p rev en t i t .  But th e re  a re  
c e r t a in  m a tte rs , th e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  In  which i s  no t w orthy o f women.
For example ; a t  th e  tim e when th e  community i s  ta k in g  up v ig o ro u s • 
d e fen s iv e  m easures a g a in s t  th e  a t ta c k  o f th e  fo e s , th e  women a re  exempt 
from m i l i ta r y  engagem ents, I t  may so happen th a t  a t  a g iven  tim e th e  
w a r- l ik e  and savage t r i b e s  may f u r io u s ly  a t ta c k  th e  body p o l i t i c ,  w ith  
th e  in te n t io n  o f c a rry in g  on a w ho lesale  s la u g h te r  o f i t s  members!}, 
under such a c ircu m stan ce  defence i s  n e c e ssa ry ; bu t i t  i s  th e  duty 
o f men to  o rg an ize  and execute such d e fen s iv e  m easures and no t th e  women!} 
because t h e i r  h e a r t s  a re  te n d e r  and th ey  cannot endure th e  s ig h t o f tbe 
h o rro r  o f ca rn ag e , even i f  i t  i s  fo r  th e  sake of d e fe n se . From such and 
s im ila r  u n d e rta k in g s  th e  women are  exempt,

'As re g a rd s  th e  c o n s i tu t io n  o f th e  House o f J u s t i c e ;  B a h a 'o 'l la h  
a d d re sse s  th e  men.. He say s ; ”0 ye men o f th e  House o f  J u s t ic e ! "  
b u t, when th e  members a re  being  e le c te d ,  th e  r i g h t ,  which belongs to  
women so f a r  as  t h e i r  v o tin g  and t h e i r  v o ice  i s  concerned , i s  in d is 
p u ta b le ,  When th e  ?iTomen a t t a i n  to  th e  u lt im a te  degree o f  p ro g re s s , th en  
acco rd in g  to  th e  exigency o f th e  tim e and p la ce  and t h e i r  g re a t  c a p a c ity , 
th ey  s h a l l  o b ta in  e x tra o rd in a ry  p r iv i l e g e s .  Be ye co n fid e n t on th e se  
ac co u n ts . H is H o lin e ss  B a h a 'o 'l la h  has g r e a t ly  s tran g th en ed  th e  cause 
o f women and th e  r ig h t s  and p r iv i le g e s  o f  women i s  one o f  th e  g r e a te s t  
p r in c ip le s  o f  Abdul Baha. R est ye a ssu red ! E^e long  th e  days s h a l l  
come when th e  men, ad d re ss in g  th e  women, w i l l  say : 'B le sse d  a re  ye! 
B lessed  a re  ye! V e r ily  ye a re  w orthy of every  g i f t ;  v e r i ly  ye deserve  t o  
adorn  your heads w ith  th e  crown o f e v e r la s in g  g lo ry , because in  sc ien c es  
and a r t s ,  in  v i r u te s  and p e r f e c t io n s ,  ye s h a l l  become eq u a l to  men, and 
as re g a rd s  th e  te n d e rn e ss  o f  h e e a r t  and th e  abundance o f mercy and 
sympathy, ye a re  s u p e r io r , '

I  re c e iv e d  s e v e ra l  l e t t e r s  from England and Am erica, each 
c o n ta in in g  c h e r r in g  news o f  th e  s te a d y  growth o f  th e  beloved Cause.

Ahmad Sohrab ,



P R O M  M I R Z A A H M A D  S O H R A B .

. Ramleh, E g y p t, Aug. 29, 1913

Dear F rie n d s :

One o f  th e  P e rs ia n  p o e ts  s a y s , “A ll the  means a re  p rep ared  fo r  
t h i s  and y e t thou  a r t  s i t t i n g  i d l e . ” The outcome o f  th e  sch o o l and 
c o lle g e  y ea rs  must he a  u s e f u l ,  a c t iv e  l i f e  f o r  th e  community. I f  a 
c h i ld  i s  endowed w ith  happy su rro u n d in g s , i f  fo r tu n e  has sm iled  upon 
him , he must a v a i l  h im s e lf  of th e se  o p p o r tu n it ie s  and p rep a re  h im se lf  
d a i ly ,  so th a t  when he le a v e s  c o lle g e  he may e n te r  upon the  s ta g e  of 
l i f e  ready  to  a c t  h is  p a r t  w ith  ooisummate a b i l i t y  and c o n fid e n c e . But 
i f  he whines d is c o n s o la te ly ,  n o t u s in g  th e  means o f ex p erien ce  g a th 
ered  in  p rev io u s  y e a r s ,  and s i t s  down id ly ,  fo ld in g  h is  arm s, he i s  
worse than  a  " q u i t t e r . ” The community p i t i e s  him and p asses  on* Why? 
They p re d ic te d  a  g lo r io u s  fu tu re  f o r  him , and now, he n o t hav ing  r i s e n  
to  t h e i r  e s tim a tio n  o f  him , they  le av e  him , lo o k in g  around fo r  o th e r  
h eroes who would embody t h e i r  i d e a l s . How d isa p p o in te d  th e  mother or 
f a th e r  would be to  see  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e i r  you th  n o t f u l f i l l i n g  th e i r  
fo n d e s t dream s, a f t e r  t h e i r  hav ing  showered upon him a l l  the  g i f t s  o f 
c u l tu re  and ed u ca tio n  in  th e  power o f  man.

In  a s p i r i t u a l  way we a re  a l l  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  Abdul Baha. He has 
p rep a red  fo r  us a l l  th e  means o f  advancem ent. As a k ind  fa th e r  he is  
p u t t in g  w ith in  easy  re a c h  a l l  th e  in s tru m en ts  whereby we may o b ta in  
an id e a l  ed u ca tio n  and f i t  o u rse lv e s  f o r  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  ca u se .
He g ives us le s so n s  in  ever so  many w ays. He encourages us by example 
and words o f wisdom i He p o in ts  o u t to  ùs th e  g lo r io u s  g o a l . But many 
o f u s , l i k e  o th e r  c h i ld r e n ,  p la y  t r u a n t ,  do n o t le a rn  our le sso n s ,am b  
a t  th e  tim e of exam ination  we f a i l .  Do you n o t th in k  th e  F a th e r f e e ls  
k een ly  d isa p p o in te d  and sa d , because h is  y ea rs  o f  s o l i c i tu d e  have no t 
b rough t any r e s u l t s ?  L e t u s ,  th e r e fo r e ,  be th e  s tu d io u s , o b ed ien t 
c h ild re n  of Abdul Baha and a v a i l  o u rse lv e s  of a l l  the  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
he p rep a re s  fo r  u s , so th a t  th roughou t a l l  our l iv e s  we may cause him 
naught b u t h ap p in e ss , f u l f i l l  in  our l iv e s  h is  e x p e c ta tio n s  of u s , and 
sp read  h is  te ach in g s  .

E l Ya Hou is  an o ld  Bahai o f the p h y s ic a l type o f  Seyed A ssad o llah  
He has been in  th e  p resen ce  of B a h a 'o 'l la h  s e v e ra l  tim es, and as he was 
a Jew b e fo re ,  becoming a Bahai he i s  w e ll co nversan t w ith  th e  p rophe
c ie s  of th e  Old T estam en t. He has a sw eet n a tu re ,  and lo v es Abdul 
Baha more than  words can e x p re s s . He has been h e re  fo r  s e v e ra l days .  
This morning I  was ta lk in g  w ith  him . In  the  course of c o n v e rsa tio n  he 
s a id :

•'The cause of th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  -  may my l i f e  be a s a c r i f i c e  
to  him f r ie n d s  -  i s  the r e a l i t y  o f love and th e  means o f u n ity  and 
concord amongst a l l  th e  c h ild re n  o f men, so th a t  a l l  of them may

continued'



become the waves of one sea , the radiant stars studded in one i l l im i
table space, the b r illia n t  pearls o f the sh e ll of unity, and the spark
lin g  gems of the mine of s in g len ess. Thus they may serve each other 
from their hearts, p ra ise, g lor ify  and commend each other, loosen 
th eir  tongues ip manifesting the good q u a lities  of each, and thank the 
Lord for hie graces1 and g i f t s .  They must look toward the horizon of 
everlasting glory, and as they attribute themselves to the holy thres
hold of Baha'o’lla h  they must see no e v il  and speak not the fau lts of 
others. They must shut th eir  ears to a l l  gossip and backbiting. They 
must be sp ir itu a l beings with sp ir itu a l q u a lit ie s . Some of the friends 
are walking in th is stra igh t path, and praise be to GOD, are assisted  
and confirmed, in a l l  the countries; but others have not yet reached 
to th is exalted , supreme s ta tio n , and are not fu lly  established in 
th is  Divine doctrine. This is  the cause of great grief to the heart 
of Abdul Baha, - such a painful g r ie f the greatness of which cannot be 
estim ated. There is .n o  greater calamity to the cause of GOD than th is  
( fa u lt fin d in g ), and no greater humiliation can we conceive for the 
word of GOD . The friends of GOD must become the essences of union and 
accord, enter under the uni-colored tent of the Almighty, become the 
expression of one great id ea l, walk in one road, forget con flictin g  
opinions, and leave behind the divergent views. Then Abdul Baha w ill  
be pleased with them, because he sees that they are dedicating a ll  
their thoughts and energies to the promotion of love and a ffection , 
throwing into the corner of oblivion their d ifferences and becoming in 
the image and likeness o f their Creator."

Thus the old man spoke from the depths o f h is  heart, and I hope 
h is  words w ill  find an echo in the hearts of a l l  who read them.

Today we did not see the Beloved, but he sent several cablegrams 
to be forwarded to the various parts of the world. One of these was 
to Haifa giving permission to h a lf o f the Persian students to come to 
Kamleh. There are about th irty  young Persian Bahais who are students 
in  the America Collège a t B eirut. As th is i s  their vacation time,they 
are spending th e ir  summer on l i t .  Carmel. In a four days h a lf o f them w ill  
arrive; the other h a lf w il l  come la t e r . Tonight we had a meeting at 
the house of Khorassani. Mirza Mahmoud spoke on the tr ip  of the Be
loved to Edinburgh. There were many Bahais of d ifferen t n a tio n a lit ie s , 
but the Master was engaged somewhere e ls e .

An in terestin g  tab let la te ly  revealed to Mr. Graham-Pole, the 
editor of "Theosophy in Scotland," Edinburgh, in which the Master re
fers to Mrs. Besant, the president of the Theosophical Society . As 
the Beloved has spoken before many of their so c ie t ie s  in various c it ie s  
both in the United States and Europe, i t  w il l  not be out o f place to 
quote i t  herein, so that the friends may become.informed of i t s  contents

0 thou my beloved friend!
Thy le t te r  was received from India. Prom i t s  contents i t  became 

evident that thou art occupied and art spending thy days in the company 
of the respected lady, Mrs. Besant. I hope that thou mayest be very 
happy, serene, confirmed and a ss isted , so that thou mayeBt become able 
to render a signal service to the respected lady, Mrs. Besant. The

-continued-
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ideal of Mrs. Besant, tru ly  1 say, is  very lo f t y .  She is  working and 
laboring most v a lia n tly , and her utmost hope fe to render a service to 
the world o f humanity, ;and̂  the means of the establishment of good 
fellowship and love between a l l  the communities of the earth . At a ll  
times: I am praying in her behalf, so that the confirmation of the King
dom may surround her, and that she may sow the seed o f services in 
pure, productive s o i l ,  that she may gather many, many harvests. Then 
the heavenly benediction w ill  be obtained, the, outpouring of the Holy 
S p ir it w ill be realized^ and her serv ices , troubles and hardships be 
crowned with eternal resu lts  « X desire th is sta tion  for h e r . ,

Consider how many ixoportant women have come into th is world, how 
many queens háve lived  upon th is earth, how many distinguished ladies  
have become presidents of so c ie t ie s  ; but neither any name or trace has 
been l e f t  behind them• Yet Mary Magdalene, who was a simple peasant 
woman, as she became inspired to serve the kingdom of C hrist, and scat
tered the seeds in productive ground, what a great crop she gathered, 
that through the b lessin g  of that harvest now they are building churches 
in  her namet In a l l  the .churches the people g lo r ify  and praise, her, 
and now, after nineteen hundred years, Abdul Baha is  demonstrating her 
lo fty , sta tion ! He t e s t i f ie s  to th is  fact that in the Kingdom of Christ 
she served more . than a l l  the apos t l e s • She even became the cause of 
the firmness and s t e a d f ^  of the ap ostles, because, according to 
the tex t of the gospels, they became agitated after Christ was c r u c i
fied ,! but Mary Magdalene inspired them with resolution  and conviction . 
Consider what a serv ice  sherendered to the Kingdom of C h rist. That is  
why, l ik e  unto a s ta r ÿ .she is  shining from the horizon of e tern ity .

Convey my respectfu l greeting to the revered lady, Mrs. Besant . 
Upon thee be greeting and praise.

‘ . (Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas .

’While in America: and Europe, the Master has often said that the 
Bahais must associate with the Theosophists, because they are nearer 
to th is  cause than many other se c ts . In th is manner they w ill  be en
abled to t e l l  them about tliis  cause, and spread in  their midst the 
sweet fragrances of the glaui tid ings of the kingdom of Abha. I t  is  
hoped that in th is  coming season th is  wish of the Beloved w ill  be 
carried to fu lle r  rea liza tio n .

■■■» ';:.-''í-AÍaxnad. ■



P R O M  M I R Z A A H M A D  S O  H R A B  .

R ami eh,, E g y p t. Aug. 30, 1913.
Dear P rie n d s :

What e ls e  could  I do h u t com plain? Were you h ere  you would have 
done i t  y o u r s e l f .  I c o u ld n 't  h e lp  i t .  I  was up a g a in s t  i t .  What would 
you do i f  th ey  were to  ta k e  you , t h i r s t y ,  to  the  cool fo u n ta in  and n o t 
l e t  you d rin k ?  You would com plain , of c o u rse . I  know you would. And 
would you n o t com plain more i f  th ey  were to  p rev en t you from f i l l i n g  
your j a r s  w ith  w ate r f o r  th o se  who are  l e f t  t h i r s t y  a t  home? "Y es," 
you may say to  y o u r s e lf  , "I can g e t along  w ith o u t w a te r .” But you can
n o t u t t e r  th e  same p h rase  w ith  th e  same em phasis about those  who a re  
w a it in g  fo r  w a te r .  When you r e tu r n  th ey  w i l l  blame you fo r  your n eg 
l e c t ,  n o t  knowing th e  s i t u a t i o n .  They w i l l  c ry  o u t: ”We a re  t h i r s t y ,  
Where i s  th e  w ate r?  How many j a r s  have you f i l l e d ?  We have been w a i t 
ing  so l o n g .” What w i l l  you answer? In  v a in  you show them your own 
parched  l i p s .  In  v a in  you ar£ue w ith  them th a t  your j a r s  a re  d ry . Who 
w il l  l i s t e n  to  you? In  th i s  mood I found m yself th i s  m orning, because 
fo r  th re e  or fo u r days I  have n o t seen  th e  B eloved. I sh ared  th i s  
thought w ith  M irza J a l a l  S in a , b u t b e fo re  I  f in is h e d  my com plain t 
Khosro en te re d  th e  house and gave us th e  g lad  t id in g s  th a t  th e  Beloved 
had summoned u š  to  h is  p resen ce  -  M irza Mahmoud, M irza J a l a l  and m yself.

When we e n te re d  th e  room he was surrounded  by a mass o f  co rresp o n d 
en ce , b u t he was happy . He had a  l e t t e r  in  h is  hand from th e  i n t e r i o r  
o f  Turkey, th e  c i t y  o f  A ntab, where th e  cause i s  be ing  sp re a d . He read  
to  us p o r tio n s  o f  the  l e t t e r ,  d e s c r ib in g  th e  le c tu r e  g iven  by an Ar
menian b e fo re  an aud ience o f  f iv e  hundred p e o p le . The le c tu r e r  had 
dw elt upon th e  t r i p  o f  th e  B eloved, and had given  a  sy n o p sis  o f the 
te a c h in g s . What had in te r e s te d  th e  audience more than  an y th in g  e ls e  
was th e  p r in c ip le  of, th e  con fo rm ity  o f  sc ie n c e  and r e l i g i o n ,  ph ilosophy  
and f a i t h .  "Science and r e l i g i o n , "  he s a id ,  "have ever been try in g  to 
be f r ie n d s  o f  each o th e r ,  b u t th e  d e s p ic a b le , accu rsed  s a ta n s  (ulem as) 
have ever sown th e  seed o f d is c o rd  between them ." The M aster laughed 
h e a r t i l y  when he read  th e  above c o n c lu s io n . Then he gave to  each one 
of us the l e t t e r s  j u s t  re c e iv e d  in  our names, and w hile  we were s i t t i n g  
in  h is  p resen ce  he w rote s e v e ra l  t a b le t s  w ith  h is  own hand . At l a s t  
he s a id :

"I am try in g  to  make amends f o r  th e  p a s t .  I  am d ev o tin g  a l l  my time 
to  th e  O r ie n ta l  f r i e n d s .  B efore le a v in g  fo r  Am erica, I  w rote th a t  d u r
ing  my jo u rn ey  th ey  must excuse me from any l e t t e r  w r i t in g ,  th a t  a f te r  
my r e tu rn  I w i l l  w r i te  to  them as of o ld ,  and now I was f u l f i l l i n g  my 
prom ise ." When we l e f t ,  I  v en tu red  to  say th a t  many p e t i t io n s  from 
America and Europe had accum ulated and in v i te  h is  a t t e n t i o n .  He s a id :  
"W ait! W ait a l i t t l e  lo n g e r!  L e t me a t te n d  to  th e  P e rs ia n  b e l ie v e r s ,  
and th e  tu rn  o f your f r ie n d s  w i l l  come so o n ."

When we l e f t  h i s  b le s se d  house a l l  th re e  o f us were in to x ic a te d  
w ith  h is  d iv in e  lo v e .  D uring our in te rv ie w  th e  M aster spoke a g re a t  
d e a l w ith  M irza J a l a l ,  because one o f  th e  p r in c e s  ď P e r s ia  ta u g h t by

con tinued
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him had written to the Master. On th is account our companion was in 
the seventh heaven of joy .

Mirza Ali Akbar went today to Alexandria and ca ll ed on the Persian 
Consul. The ja n ito r , who no douht had heard about the Master, told him 
that many people in  the c ity  speak very highly o f Abbas Ef f  end i ; where
ver he goes amongst h is  friends they praise h is  l i f e ;  that the Beloved 
is  lik e  unto a rose bush plsntéď in the garden of Kami eh; i t s  perfume 
i s  spreading far and wide; and that he would lik e  to come and see th is  
rose bush with h is own ey es.

Mirza Jamal, .our cook, told  us a story of a Bahai in Baghdad,Mirza 
Jamal having lived  there for  several years. MThe Bahais in  Baghdad," 
he sa id , "arè not r ich , but they áre firm and strong believers . They 
keep the nineteen day fea st ./  One morning they sent to one of the 
friends the word that the fe a st would be held that night in h is  house .
He searched h is  pocket^ ^  was no money . What should he do?
He had only a watch which he had purchased for ten dollars . He took i t  
out of h is  w aist pocket, and sent i t  to the bazaar to be so ld  at auc
tio n . Incidentally  , one o f the Bahais passing by recognized the watch . 
He s topped an d saw th at i t  was going to be sold for two dollars . He 
raised the price h a lf a dollhr and bought i t . He put i t  into his pock
et and went home q u ie tly . When the night came, he went to the meeting, 
and a fter  the refreshments were served he went to the host, and taking 
the watch out o f h is  pocket he dffered i t  to him as a present. The 
host was very much surprised, but delighted . A ll the friends were very 
much pleased when they heard the story."

I may end th is  le t te r  by quoting from one of the ta b le ts . He says 
in Mr. Hannen's tab let;

"0 thou who art firm in the Covenantt Thy third report was received 
and i t s  contents imparted theutm ost exh ilaration . The nineteen day 
fea st was the Lord’s supper, and i t s  resu lts  are etern alized . Al
though physically  Abdul Baha was far away, yet he was present in that 
meeting with heart and soul . Truly I say i t  was a glorious fea st,p er 
fe c t in every way. Do you not look upon the present; nay, rather look 
ye into the fu tu re. The Lord's Supper of His Holiness Christ dur ing 
the life tim e  of that divine lig h t  had no importance in  the estimation 
of the pub lic, but consider how the rays o f that Sun of R eality  i l 
lumined that meeting afterward--------  . '

"0 thou my kind Mr. Hannen I I am most pleased with thy serv ices, 
and I hope that these services o f thine w ill make thee a standard in 
the divine kinédom. Announce the utmost kindness to Mrs. Hannen. I f  
Mrs . Hannen can undertakeJ to spread broadcast the diary le tte r s  which 
are forwarded to you from the E ast, concerning the travel or sojourn of 
Abdul Baha, i t  i s  very a c c e p t a b l e . . . . .

In two days the inoiath of Ramazan comes to a close and a l l  r e s tr ic t 
ions w ill be taken away. There w ill  be a general feastin g  and five  
holidays . To the Mohammed ans th is  i s  one o f  the most important oc
casion for joy-iptking and ca llin g . ®n each other. Already the air is  
fu l l  of expectation for the coming f e a s t .  May i t  bring many blessings 
in 'its ' tr a in I . ■ ‘V'

/. . !! Ahmad Sohrab •



P R O M  M I R Z A  A H M A ' D  S O H R A B .

Ramleh, E gyp t, Aug. 31 ,1913.
Dear P rie n d s :

This i s  th e  l a s t  day o f th e  month, and in  o rd e r  to  bring , i t  to  
a close. I s h a l l  r e l a t e  th e  fpillow ing s to r y  which has been ro v in g  in  my 
mind fo r  a few d ay s . M irza J a l a l  S in a  s a id .

"When I was in  Seesan th e  f r ie n d s  of God brought me to  a  very  o ld  
man w ith  a p a t r i a r c h a l  b e a rd , th a t  I  m ight speak w ith  him about th e  
c a u se . They had o f te n  spoken w ith  him , b u t w ith  no ev id en t r e s u l t s  .
He was s im p le , y e t  f a n a t i c , ;  te n d e r -h e a r te d , y e t f u l l  of r e l ig io u s  s u 
p e r s t i t i o n ;  a t  h e a r t  a  c h i ld ,  in  body a H e rc u le s . He had the  s t r e n g th  
o f  a l i o n ,  y e t  h i s  f irm  b e l i e f  in  dogmas in s p ire d  him w ith  apprehensions 
abou t h is  f u tu r e .  W ith rough  and uncouth  g e s tu re s  he e n te re d  th e  room 
and, s q u a t t in g  on th e  f l o o r ,  he c r ie d  o u t ,  ’T e ll me what, you have to  
say ; I have no p a tie n c e  to  s i t  th rough  a long  sermon.* Im m ediately I  got 
as in  a f l a s h  o f  l ig h tn in g ,  how I  must hand le  th i s  overgrown c h i ld  of 
n a tu r e .  I  s a id  to  him: ’My f r ie n d ,  I have r e a l ly  n o th in g  to  r e l a t e  to  
th ee  excep t a s to r y .  W ilt thou g ive  me th in e  ear?* ’P o rso o th  I  s h a l l  .
I do love  to  h ea r  a  good s to r y  w ith  a m oral to  i t , ’ he s a id ,  h is  face  
a lre a d y  b r ig h te n e d  up w ith  i n t e r e s t .  ’A ll r i g h t .  Then l i s t e n  w ith  
a t t e n t i o n .  Once upon a (t im e 'th e r e  was a  man o f  good p o s i t io n  and f o r 
tu n e . AS a  p u b lic  man he ranked  high, in  th e  e s t in a t io n  o f th e  members 
o f  s o c ie ty .  He had a  p a l a t i a l  r e s id e n c e , and h ie  s e rv a n ts  were innu 
m e ra b le . H is s t a b l e ,  s to ck ed  w ith  A rabian  and P e rs ia n  h o rs e s , was the 
p r id e  o f  th e  neighborhood . Many famous men s a t  around h is  ta b le  and a te  
from h is  bounteous p ro v is io n .  He d is p e rs e d  h o s p i t a l i t y  l ik e  a p r in c e ,  
and re c e iv e d  men o f  a l l  ran k s  w ith  ro y a l c o u r te s ie s  and la v is h  sp le n d o r .
As tim e r o l le d  on , th e  heaven o f h is  fo r tu n e  became beclouded a n d ,l ik e  
th e  thu n d ers o f th e  Sky, su c c e s so rs  r e v e rs e s  overtook  him , b reak in g  th e  
m ountain o f  h is  w ea lth  in to  a  thousand p ieoeB . In  no :time he found 
h im se lf  in  com plete p o v e r ty .  , By th i s  tim e a l l  h is  f r ie n d s  had l e f t  him , 
and in  t h i s  hour o f  h is  d e s t i t u t i o n  no one would so much as condescend 
to  reco g n ize  h im . Prom th e  h e ig h t o f  opulence he was thrown headlong 
in to  th e  dep ths o f  d e s p a ir  and ind igence  . As though th e se  h u m ilia tio n s  
were riot enough, th e  fu r io u s  P a te s  v i s i t e d  him ag a in  and made him t o t a l 
ly  b l in d .  How indeed h is  cup o f sorrow s f i l l e d  to  o verflow ing  and a l l  
th e  doors were, c lo sed  fo re v e r  b e fo re  h is  f a c e .  He was co n s id e red  àn 
o u tc a s t  and no one would, even a s s o c ia te  w ith  him . P in a l ly ,  th rough  
t h i s  ch a in  o f c ircum stances , he was fo rced  to  become a beggar in  the 
p u b lic  sq u a re . One cold' morning in  th e  w in te r  he l e f t  h is  d i r t y  hovel 
and was on h is  way to  h is  accustom ed p la c e .  While he was w alk ing  h is  
fo o t stum bled a g a in s t  som eth ing . He k n e l t  down and searched  fo r  i t .
He f e l t  a lo n g , sinewy th in g  in  h is  hand and thought i t  to  be a s i l k  
whip o f  some s p e c ia l  value . H olding i t  in  h i s  hand , he walked along  
unconcerned . A p a s s e r -b y , f r ig h te n e d  a t  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  o b je c t being  
c a r r ie d  by th e  b lin d  b eg g ar, c r ie d  o u t: "Man, man! D ost thou no t see what 
thou  a r t  h o ld in g  in  thy. hand? I t  i s  a s e rp e n t  . I t  w il l  b i t e  th e e .  I t  
w i l l  k i l l  th e e ,  ThroW i t  away q u ic k ly !"  "Ho, indeed! Ho, in d eed !"  
th e  b lin d  man r e to r te d  a n g r i ly ;  "This i s  a s i l k  whip w hich c o s ts  a t  
l e a s t  f iv e  d o l la r s  . P eel i t  w ith  thy  f in g e r s ,  how s o f t  i t  i s .  Ho, I 
s h a l l  n o t l i s t e n  to  th e e . Thou a r t  a co v e tu o u s , greedy man, and dost

continued
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want roe to throw i t  away so that thou mayest take i t  up and s e l l  i t  ." 
"Really, my friend, th is  is  a poisonous serpent, which the cold weather 
has benumbed, hut the rays of the sun w ill  soon rev iv ify  i t  V "No,no! 
Don't talk  to me lik e  th is .  I w ill  not throw i t  away. I f  thou art very 
anxious to have i t ,  I w ill  s e l l  i t  to thee for four instead of five  
tomans."- By th is time a large crowd of people had gathered, each one 
ca llin g  upon him to throw away the seemingly dead serpent, but he.having 
lo s t  a l l  confidence in humanity, persisted  in believing i t  to be a whip . 
In order to. show h is utter contempt o f public opinion, he folded the 
serpent and put, i t  next to h is sk in , standing erect in the already r i s 
ing sun before the horrified  sigh t of a l l  the sp ecta tors. "What art 
thou doing?" Every one was crying aloud, "Art thou mad? Art thou 
thine own enemy? The:serpent w ill stin g  thee with i t s  venomous fangs . 
Cast i t  away while there i s  yet time." "No!" The more they in sisted  
the closer he hugged i t  to h is  bosom. The serpent, warming up l i t t l e  
by l i t t l e  through the downpour o f the rays of the star of the d a y ,sta rt
ed to move slowly up and down the body o f the beggar and stung him sev
eral times . He shrank and cried out with pain , then f e l l  upon the 
ground writhing in his terr ib le  agony. The deadly poison, working 
rapidly through h is  co n stitu tio n , caused h is death.

"Now, my old fr iend , thou art exactly In the position  o f that blind 
man, because thou art hugging to thy heart the old , superanuated symbol 
o f a decayed and dying r e lig io n , which sh a ll not benefit thee at a l l .
That serpent, however, caused the death of the body. This serpent 
causes the death o f the s p ir i t . During the past years a l l  these friends 
of thine have t e s t i f ie d  that th is  form of re lig io n  w ill  not be conducive 
to thy sa lvation , b u t-lik e th e .old man, b lind ly thou art p ersistin g  in  
thy obstinacy that th is  is  a s i lk  whip - 'My re lig io n  i s  good enough 
for me! -  and not a ,serpent, ra decayed re lig io n  which has already per
formed i t s  functions » Thé serpent o f su p erstitio n s, ignorance and dog
mas, i s  next thy sk in , and these men cry out to th ee, 'Cast i t  away so 
that thy sp ir itu a l l i f e  may be saved!'* But no! Thou w ilt  have none of 
thpir ad vice, at the expense o f  thine own destruction!"

"I portrayed h is  own actual situ ation  so v iv id ly  that he commenced 
to shake and to weep. From that time on he became a dweller in the 
Kingdom of Abha.# :

The Beloved went down to Alexandria th is morning, and in order to 
- le t  some papers he signed by the judge he presented him self in the court 

During the evening he came to our house for h a lf an hour, and the 
talk was on the coming national fe te  of Ramazan. Everybody was delighted  
that after several days of absence again the sun of the face of the 
Beloved was sh ining in our m idst.

Dor the la s t  several nights I had given up my accustomed walk to 
Sid£ Jaber, owing to the stress of work, but tonight Mirza Ali Akbar 
dragged me out by force. As usual, i t  was a divine n ig h t . ' The s ta r s ■ 
whispered into our ears the secret of their b rillian cy!

■ V Ahmad Sohrab .



F R 0 H M I R Z A A H M A D  S 0 H R A B .

Ramleh, E gyp t, S e p t. 1 , 1913
Dear P r ie n d s :-

Wé have re c e iv e d  f in e  w aterm elons from Acc a . Ahdul Gasem se n t 
te n  "big ones fo r  th e  M aste r , and th e  M aster in  tu rn  s e n t  s ix  o f them 
to  oui' h o u se . Today we had a ro y a l f e a s t  o f w aterm elon. I f  we cannot 
go to  Acca, a t  l e a s t  th e  w aterm elons o f Acca a re  p e rm itte d  to  come to 
us! While we were h e lp in g  o u rse lv e s  I  s a id :  HI w ish  I  cou ld  send one 
o f them to  America to  show th e  f r ie n d s  how th e  w aterm elons o f  Acca a re  
l i g  and j u i c y . 0 M irza Mahmoud la u g h in g ly  s a id ,  MYou would have se n t 
i t  i f  you had h u t known how .”

A rr iv in g  e a r ly  th i s  m orning, Ehosro e n te re d  and e n te r ta in e d  ua 
w ith  some, f in e  s id e - l i g h t s  on c u r re n t  e v e n ts .  He s le e p s  in  th i s  house , 
and goes to  th e  M a s te r’s house a l i t t l e  a f t e r  s u n r is e  to  beg in  h is  
w ork. This morning he d e layed  h i s  d e p a r tu r e . He ex p la in ed  the  reaso n  
as fo llo w s:

"A ll th e  policem en of t h i s  q u a r te r  have re c e iv e d  generous g i f t s  
o f  money from the  M aste r, and th i s  has added to  th e i r  v e n e ra tio n  and 
r e s p e c t  fo r  h im . One o f th e se  policem en s ta n d s  in  my way every morn
in g  and t e l l s  me a  long  s to r y ,  so th a t  I  may re p e a t i t  to  the M aster
and he may g ive him more money. ’1 h a v e ,’ he says , ’ th ree  c h i ld re n .
My s a la ry  i s  n o t s u f f i c i e n t ,  and s in c e  P asha has come h e re  a new hope 
has davmed from th e  h o rizo n  o f my h e a r t .  One o f my c h ild re n  goes to 
s c h o o l, and fo r  him I  have bought a  p a i r  o f  new shoes fo r  th e  corning
f e a s t .  The o th e r  tw o, who a re  on ly  a  few y ea rs  o ld , l a s t  n ig h t l e a v 
in g  t h e i r  sm all beds s t e a l t h i l y  came to  me w othout any n o is e .  They 
woke me g e n tly  and s a id :  "Papa, p ap a , we a re  th e  B u r ie s . I f  thou  d o s t 
no i buy two o th e r  p a i r s  of shoes fo r  us we s h a l l  s t r a n g le  th ee  r ig h t  
now I laughed and hugged them to  my b r e a s t ,  and s e n t them av/ay w ith  
a c a u tio u s  adm onition ., " I f  you a re  good and behave w e ll ,  and obey your 
m o ther, then  p ro b ab ly  th e  new P asha w i l l  buy them fo r  y o u ."  Hoví,p le a se  
E f fo n d i , t e l l  th i s  to  th e  P a s h a ,’ O ther po licem en , whose d u tie s  a re  
to  p a t r o l  o th e r  q u a r te r s ,  come to  me and a s k , ’How long  i s  the  new 
P asha going to  l iv e  h e r e ? ’ I  s a y , ’P robab ly  one m on th .' ’Good,good! 
Because a f t e r  two weeks th i s  q u a r te r  w i l l  be a ss ig n ed  to  u s ,  and then  
th e  Pasha w i l l  be generous to  us as he has been to th e se  fo r tu n a te  f e l -  
1 ows . '"

As a  r e s u l t  o f th e  B e lo v ed 's  g e n e ro s ity  th e se  men s a lu te  us a lso  
when We p ass  by them .

H&ji U iaz a r r iv e d  th i s  a f te rn o o n  from C airo  and brought to  us the 
good news o f the ' b e l i e v e r s .  He i s  th e  same happy o ld  man, w ith  
a n a tu re  of su n sh in e  and g o o d -w ill toward a l l  men.

About s ix  o ’ c lo ck  th e  Beloved p assed  by and cab led  on M irza Abul 
B a z l . A fte r  a  few m in u te s , Shougi E ffe n d i re tu rn e d  and brought me the 
good news of b e in g  summoned by th e  lo rd  o f  l i g h t . W ith a gay h e a r t  
and th a n k fu l s p i r i t ,  I  s to o d  b e fo re  him in  th e  v e ran d a . He was sp e a k 
in g  w ith  M irza Abul E az l on im a g in a tio n , q u o tin g .th e  epigram  o f one 
ox th e  g r e a te s t  p h ilo s o p h e r s , "Im ag ination  i s  th e  g r e a te s t  r u l e r  o f  the 
w o rld ."

co n tin u ed -
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"Bo m a tte r  how s c i e n t i f i c  a man may h e , y e t a t  tim es im ag ina tion  
gains a power over h is  m ind. l 'o r  exam ple, w hile  a man i s  a l iv e  he 
is  ab le  to  s t r i k e ,  to  h e a t ,  to  k i l l ,  h u t s le e p  w ith  him in  the same 
room. But when h e ' i s  dead , sc ie n c e  teach es  us th a t  he belongs tc  the 
m inera l kingdom . He can n e i th e r  h e a t ,  s t r i k e  o r k i l l , .  The body l i e s  
th e re  l ik e  a p ie ce  o f s to n e , in an im a te , h u t one would n o t s le ep  w ith  
i t  in  th e  same room. What i s  th i s ?  I t  is  the power of im a g in a tio n . 
i t  g r ip s  you w ith  i t s  im p e ria l energy and overwhelms you w ith  i t s  i n 
v is ib le  f o r c e .  AH' the  conv incing  p ro o fs  o f sc ien ce  w i l l  n o t induce 
y ou to  l i v e  in  th e  same room w ith  a c o rp s e . "

Then he r e la te d  a  h a i r - r a i s i n g  s to ry  to  f u r th e r  i l l u s t r a t e  the 
s u b je c t ,  h u t as soon as he had finished i t  he tu rn ed  to  me and. s a id ,  
"D on 't w r i te  t h i s : "  He could see  in  my face  hów deep ly  in te re s te d  i 
a ce. Then he f e l l  in to  a deep , heavy s i l e n c e .  The b e a u t i f u l  atm os
phere was perm eated w ith  a  langoroue q u ie t  and p e a c e . The b r i l l i a n t  
h o s ts  o f th e  sky were a rray ed  in  sh in in g  armors o f w hite  l i g h t , f i g h t  - 
in g  b ra v e ly  a g a in s t  th e  deepening  darkness w hich m antled a l l  c r e a t io n ,  
w ish th e  e a rs  o f th e  s p i r i t  we cou ld  hear* them ch a n tin g  and. p r a is in g  
because the e a r th  i s  illu m in e d  w ith  th e  face  o f the  L ord . Then he 
a ro se  from h is  s e a t  and , fo llow ed  by Shoug'i E f f e n d l , d isap p ea red  from 
our v iew .

1 re tu rn e d  home and found a  number o f  th e  f r ie n d s  engaged in  
d iv in e  c o n v e rs a tio n . How happy , how c a r e - f r e e ,  how detached  th e se  
p eop le  seem to  h e . They a re  beings c re a te d  and fa sh io n ed  in  o th e r  
w o rld s . T h e ir  h a p p in e ss , t h e i r  jo y ,  th e i r  detachm ent a re  a l l  so n a t 
u r a l ,  so u n co n sc io u s, so o verflow ing  from th e  sp r in g s  o f t h e i r  h e a r t s .  
There is  no a f f e c t a t i o n ,  no san c tim o n io u sn e ss , no r e l ig io u s  c loak  .They 
do not t r y  to  he s p i r i t u a l .  I t  i s  n o t th rough  th e  e x e rc is e  of the 
w i l l .  How w e ll th e  M aster echoes the s e c r e ts  o f th e i r  innerm ost h ea rt; 
when he w r i te s  in  a  r e c e n t  t a b l e t :

"The days o f human e x is te n c e  a re  l ik e  v an ish in g  shadows . In  the 
utm ost r a p id i t y  th ey  a re  b rough t to  a  c lo s e .  Prom amongst mankind 
th o se  who l iv e  a  h e e d le s s  l i f e  a re  a f f l i c t e d  w ith  m a n ife s t l o s s ,  fo r  
th e  days of t h e i r  l iv e s  w i l l  come to  a sudden end , and no t r a c e ,  no 
b lossom s, no f r u i t ,  and no le a v e s !  They s h a l l  rem ain in  th e  low est 
d eg ree , and no m ention w i l l  he l e f t  behind of them. Form th e  k in g  to  
the  s e rv a n t ,  a .ll walk in  th i s  p a th  and l iv e  .in th is  c i r c l e ,  save those  
so u ls  who are  f re e d  from a l l  th e  t i e s .  They arerino t greedy fo r  com
f o r t s ,  nor a re  they  seek in g  f l e e t i n g  p le a s u re s  . They a re  n o t long ing  
f o r  honor, n e i th e r  a re  th ey  ch asin g  phantasm al g lo ry  and w e a lth . They 
o re  the  devo tees (o r  v e te r a n s ) o f  th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n ,  and in  the 
utm ost s t a t e  o f re n u n c ia tio n  and ev anescence . They are  w anderers over 
mru n ta i ns and d e s e r t s .  They c a l l  th e  people to  th e  kingdom of GOB, 
and are  th e  cause of th e  guidance of th e  souls,  L ike unto th e  c a n d le s , 
they  are  ig n i te d  w ith  a l l  th e  v i r tu e s  o f th e  w orld of hum anity . This 
ia  e v e r la s t in g  g lo ry . This i s  e te r n a l  l i f e .  This is  th e  g r e a te s t  a t 
ta inm en t o f th e  human w o rld . This i s  the d iv in e  su b lim ity  o f  tie  
c i t a t i o n  o f GOB!" D a ily  th e  cord o f correspondence between the  E as t 
and the West i s  becoming s tro n g e r  and th e  in te rch an g e  of ideas more 
common, Each one of us do our humble p a r t ,  no m a tte r  where we a r e ,  
s?o th a t  th e  m illen iu m , f o r  th e  coming of w hich we a l l  p ra y , may scon 
do e s ta b l is h e d  between a l l  th e  peop les and n a tio n s  and tongues .

Ahmas Sohrab .

j  l a x  y  L e p t  1 , 1 9 1 3  - 2 -



P R O M M I R Z A A H M A D S O H R A B

Rarnleh, Egypt, Sept. 2, 1912-

Dear Friends

This is  the second greatest fea st in the Mohammedan world, the 
fea st commemorating the passing of the month o f Ramazan. In a large 
sense i t  f i l l s  the place o f Kew Year’s Day in America and Europe. I t  
is  called  the fea st of Beyram, and is  a national holiday. All the 
government departments, o f f ic e s ,  s to re s , are closed from one to fiv e  
days, according to the degree o f their importance. The older folk  
pay v is i t s  to each other, and the younger bneB are dressed in Bright 
co lors, receive g if t s  and presents, and eat a lo t  of candy, much to 
the delight of their h earts. Although a thin air o f  sadness Broods 
over many h earts, owing to the Balkan Wars, yet the general impress
ion is  that of happiness and gaity and fun. L ife to the simple-hearted 
AraB is  lik e  a moving picture theatre, and he loves to see the scenes 
of creation unfolding Before h is eyes without leaving h is s e a t . To 
th is  we may or may not attribute the springing up of many nickelodeons 
and show places a l l  over Egypt, which advertise in lurid  and sensa
tional manner their wares. These show p laces, none of which 1 have 
yet seen, a ttract a large c lie n te le  of heterogeneous elements on fe te  
days and other days. Thus, on a day such as th is ,  the managers, who 
are mostly I ta lia n s , Greeks, e t c . ,  reap a golden harvest. On the other 
hand, the re lig iou s s p ir it  of the people finds expression in gorgeous 
decoration of the Mosque, and long hours of prayer? and preaching.

Last night Mirza All AkBar Brought three kinds of candies to Be 
served to the ca llers  today, so th is morning they were put in d i f 
ferent p la tters ready to B»e served. The samovar was B oiling, and the 
tea was Brewing. 1 was dressed and on the veranda when 1 saw the Be
loved coming toward our home. I was made glad By looking into h is  face 
on th is  fe te  day, and my heart sang the songs of joy and thankfulness , 
What e lse  do we rea lly  want save h is good pleasure? Is there anything 
e l s e  worth while? Do we care for anything else? Is the love of any 
one e lse  in our hearts? Do we not l iv e  and move and have our Being in
him? I b he not the supreme object of our l iv e s ,  the sp ir it  of our
so u ls , the highest crown of our longings? The sun of h is unalloyed 
peace shines upon a l l ,  and every one is  peaceful and contented. Let 
him Be sad for one hour and æ Blanket of gloom is  cast over a l l .

How thoughtful and Beautiful of the Master to c a ll  on Mirza ABul 
Fazl Before any one' e lse  I Is  i t  not ju st l ik e  him?

By the time he returned to us a number of Believers and outsiders
had gathered in the veranda. He greeted them with a ffa b ility  and 
tender so lic itu d e , and afterward he wished’them a happy and Blessed 
Beyram. Then tea and candy were served in turn. This morning .he 
Beamed on them the heavenly joy o f liv in g  within the radius of his 
Blessed presence, and the most precious g i f t  cabled to the Bahai World 
was the glad news, "My health is  perfect/*

As though preordained, the subject of h is informal talk was on 
education, and the duty of the Bother, to.ard their children, a Boot
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appropriate message to go out to the world of motherhood.
"The fath ërs, and esp ec ia lly  the mothers, must always think hov/ they 

can best educate their children, not how to fondle and embrace them and 
thus sp o il them* By every means at th eir  disposal they must inculcate 
into th eir  growing bodies, sou ls , minds and s p i t i t s ,  the principles of 
s in c e r ity , love , tru stfu ln ess, obedience, true democracy, and kindness 
toward a l l  the races; thus hereafter the world of c iv iliz a t io n  may flow 
in  one mighty current and the children of the next generation may make 
secure the foundations of human so lid a r ity  and good-w ill. From the 
tendere»^ childhood the children muBt be taught by their mothers; the 
love-o f GOÜD and the lqve of humanity, -  not the love of the humanity 
of Asia, or the humanity of Europe, or the humanity of America, but the 
humanity of humankind. There are some mothers who have a strange, in - 
explicable love for their children. One may c a ll  i t  the inversion of 
love, or, as we c a ll  i t  in P ersia , 'bearish love.* This kind of love 
does more injury to the child  than good. When I was in Acca, during the
l i f e  of the Blessed Perfection , -------- intrusted the son of one of the
believers to a German carpenter. After a month, his mother went to 
Baha'o'llah and lamented and bemoaned, saying; 'I want my son, because 
he is  unhappy with th is carpenter, for he curses h is re lig ion .*  Baha’o* 
lla ii told her ’ to go to Aga (the Master) and whatever he says, act ac
cordingly.' She cams to me, and after hearing her side of the story Ï 
said to her: 'The Germans never curse any one; they are not accustomed 
to i t  She went away, and after another month she came again to 
Baha'o'llah with another complaint, that th is carpenter had forced her 
son to carry on h is back a load of wheat. Again X told her that i f  he 
had ddne so i t  was for d isc ip lin e . I sa t is f ie d  her, but she was mur
muring inwardly. A few months ro lled  by and she returned with another 
s e t  of complaints, frankly confessing that she did not want her son to 
be away from her, that he was the apple of her eye. R ealizing how s e l 
f is h  her love was for her son, I told her at la s t  that I would not take 
him away, that he must stay with the carpenter for eight years u n til his 
apprenticeship was over. Well, she yielded to the inexorable s itu a tion . 
After eight years of study he l e f t  h is master, and h is  mother was very 
proud of him, everywhere praising h is industry because h is work was de
manded on every hand. In short, the mothers must not think of them
se lv e s , but o f the progress of their children, because upon the c h il
dren of today - whether boys or g ir ls  - depends the molding of the 
c iv il iz a t io n  of tomorrow,"

All day telegrams were pouring in from the leaders and important 
men of Turkey, Egypt, Arabia, e t c . ,  congratulating the Beloved on th is  
fe te  and wishing him a happy Beyram, and in turn he answered them. From 
morning t i l l  noon he was paying v i s i t s ,  and about that hour he came 
again to our house, w ell but fatigued.

There was present a theological student of the college of Azhar, 
and the ch ief discussion turned upon the f u t i l i t y  of Mohammedan theology 
and metaphysics, and how some young men waste their l iv e s  on the study 
o f th is one branch for twenty or th irty  years .

"Once there was a theologian who took a sea tr ip . While he was 
walking on the deck and watching the calm sea , the Captain passed by 
and inquired about his health . Our friend was so fu l l  of theology that 
he asked the Certain, 'Dost thou know theology?’ He answered, 'no .'

- continued-
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•Then,* our s tu d e n t d e c la re d , ’h a l f  o f thy  l i f e  is  l o s t , '  The C aptain  
d id  no t answer him , h u t co n tin u ed  h is  w alk . A nother day the  sea  "be
came v ery  sto rm y , and th e  sh ip  was in  danger of b e in g  w recked. The 
C ap ta in  c a l le d  to  th e  th e o lo g ia n  and found him p r o s t r a te d  w ith  s i c k 
n e s s , '•Dost thou  know swimming,1 he a sk ed . ■♦Hot'1 ♦Then a l l  thy l i f e  
i s  lo s t !*  the C ap ta in  thundered  a t  h im ."  And you could  see the  M aster 
la u g h in g . Then he quoted s e v e ra l  o f t h e i r  m e tap h y s ica l, h a i r - s p l i t t i n g  
axiom s, over w hich th ey  w rangle and d is p u te  s e v e ra l  months in  th e i r  
c o l le g e s ,

"Another t im e ,"  he s a id , "  a th e o lo g ic a l  p o e t w rote a book, a f t e r  
s e v e ra l  y e a r b of h a rd sh ip s  and p r iv a t io n s ,  and took i t  to  a le a rn ed  
man to bé read  and c o r r e c te d .  He read  th e  book, and found th a t  i t s  
co n ten ts  were v ery  much l ik e  th e  cobwebs of a sp id e r  o r the phantasm al 
im ag in a tio n s of a s ic k ly  b r a in .  T herefo re  he marked the f i r s t  and l a s t  
p ag es , th u s conveying th e  id e a  th a t  th e  book i s  no t w orth  c o r r e c t in g ."

In  the  a f te rn o o n  th e  M aster s e n t  a l l  o f us to  the  garden of Hoshan. 
We had a p le a s a n t  a f te rn o o n , and on our r e tu r n  we were to ld  th a t  he 
had been e n te r ta in in g  many A rabs, f i r s t  a t  our ho u se , and then  a t  M iraa 
Abul f a z l ’s .

noon he s a id :  "By th e se  rem arks I do n o t mean th a t  re l ig io u s  
s tu d y  is  to  be e n t i r e ly  n e g le c te d , b u t o th e r  sc ien c es  must be le a rn e d , 
so th a t  the  l iv e s  o f the  s tu d e n ts  may become u s e fu l and p r a c t i c a l .  In  
th e  f u tu r e ,  the th e o lo g ic a l  sem in arie s  must d is c a rd  much o f th e i r  te a c h 
ings w hich a re  c o n tra ry  to  sc ien c e  and re a so n , and la y  a b a s ic  founda
t io n  which i s  no t to  be d es tro y ed  by th e  f l e e t i n g  to o th  o f  tim e. We 
hope they w i l l  become a s s i s te d  to  accom plish  th i s  w ork,"

Ahmad Sohrab



P R O M MI  R Z A A H MA D  S O H R A B ,

Bamleh, Egypt, Sept. 3, 1913

Dear Priends:-

Last night eleven young Bahai students arrived from Haifa. They 
are students in the American College at Beirut, and have been passing 
their summer vacation on Mount Carmel, waiting impatiently for the per
mission of the Master, These are not a l l  of them. When the present 
party leaves for Haifa, another party composed of an equal or larger 
number w ill come. They are a l l  young boys from 8 to 18 years, studying 
in various branches of sc ien ces, equipping themselves to become useful 
members of the body p o l i t ic .  Morally pure, in te lle c tu a lly  keen, s p ir i t 
ually  susceptable, mentally a le r t , they combine with these q a lit ie s  a 
rare power of reserve, s im p lic ity , naturalness and d ignity  of character 
seldom to be witnessed in other youths of the same age. Every one of 
them knows by memory many communes and supplications, and th is morning, 
after drinking our tea , they sat around and chanted tab lets by turn.
The American sp ir it  of freedom and a c t iv ity  is  in their constitutions . 
They w il l  become fine and progressive c itizen s  of Persia once they re
turn to that country. Although their names may sound unfamiliar to 
our American friends across the ocean, yet they may in terest them.
They are as follow s; Mirza A zizollah Khan, Mirza Ali Mohammed Shan, 
Mirza Abdul Hossein Khan, Mirza Mahmoud Khan, Mirza Ali Aga of Bas h t , 
Mirza Mahmoud Khan of Isphahan, Goodsee Effendi of H aifa, and Aga Sayad 
Gasem of Salezevar,

The Beloved sent for me, and a fter  a few minutes talk he told me 
to  go and bring the students, I conduoted them to the house, and they 
were ushered into the reception room. Hardly a minute passed when the 
Beloved one appeared. They were a l l  up on their fe e t ,  and although 
he told them not to do i t  yet one a fter  another knelt before him and 
kissed the hem of h is  garment, h is hands and his fe e t .  This is  the 
highest sign of resp ect, rather than adoration, and flows from the 
depths o f their h earts . I t  is  spontaneous and natural, fu l l  of sw eet
ness and attachment. I t  is  neither dictated by custom nor ceremony. 
After bidding them to s i t  down, he said;

"You are welcome, very welcome . I was longing to see you, but up to 
th is  time the way was not open. Was your vacation spent pleasantly in  
Haifa on Mount Carmel? The College of Beirut is  very good. You can
not rea lize  how the Persian students spend their time in p ro fitle ss  
■pursuits in London and P aris, Hot only the Europeans look down upon 
them as members of an in ferior race and h a lf -c iv i l iz e d , but they {the 
students) confirm them in their opinion by indulging in questionable 
pleasures and vices of the European lower so c ie ty . They hardly study at 
a l l .  The major part o f their time is  spent in the gra tifica tio n  of 
the ap p etites, sa tsu a lity , dancing h a lls  and theatres, wine drinking, 
associating with the undesirable stratum of the community - in which
they l iv e  -  and leading an in sip id , voluptuous and profligate l i f e ,

continued
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ru in o u s  to  them selves and to  th e  n a t io n ................................. P ra is e  "be to
GOD t h a t  your fa ce s  are r a d ia n t ,  th e  rays of th e  love o f  God a re  s h in 
ing  from your co u n ten an ces. I am most p leased  to  have met you. I t  is  
v e ry  s tra n g e  th a t  when a  face  is  n o t illu m in ed  w ith  the  l i g h t s  o f  the 
love  of GOD i t  is  d a rk . When you look in to  i t  th e  tr a c e s  of th e  d iv in e  
g lad  t id in g s  a re  n o t m a n ife s t, h u t when th e  l i g h t s  o f God sh in e  upon 
i t ,  i t  becomes b r ig h t  and e n l ig h te n e d , as i t  i s  s a id ,  ’ In  th e i r  fa ce s  
you s h a l l  see the verdancy o f p a ra d is e ,  and in  th e i r  countenances i s  
th e  s ig n  o f w o r s h ip . '”

A fte rw ard , th e  Beloved l e f t  th e  house to c a l l  on Osman P ash a , and 
in  h is  company a  v i s i t  was p a id  to  th e  Khedive , who c e le b ra te d  the 
f e a s t  y e s te rd a y  in  C airo  and today in  A lex a n d ria .

B efore n o o n ,th e  M aster came to  our house to  meet the s tu d e n ts .  Ha 
s a id  to  them:

*'It i s  our hope th a t  you w i l l  make e x tra o rd in a ry  p ro g re ss  along 
id e a l  l in e s  as w e ll as in  sc ie n c e s  and a r t s  , so th a t  each one of you 
may become a b r i l l i a n t  lamp in  th e  w orld of modern c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and 
upon your r e tu rn  to P e r s ia  th a t  co u n try  may p r o f i t  from your acqu ired  
knowledge and e x p e r ie n c e .”

Then He spoke ag a in  on th e  sad c o n d itio n  o f  the P e rs ia n  s tu d e n ts  
in  E urope, and l a i d  g re a t  em phasis on th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  moral a sp ec t 
o f t h e i r  l iv e s  must be ed u ca ted .

In  th e .^ an d s  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e re  were co p ies o f h is  address 
g iven  beforeTTorum Club o f San F ra n c is c o . He asked one o f them, "What 
a r t  thou h o ld in g  in  thy  h an d ."  He took i t  to  th e  M aster ydio read  the 
l a s t  p o r tio n  co n cern in g  p h ilo so p h e rs  and the cows, and how the modern 
m a te r i a l i s t s  must go to  th e  cow to  le a rn  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f m a te r ia lism  .

A fte r  sp eak in g  on some o th e r  s u b je c ts  He l e f t  u s .  The s tu d e n ts  a re  a l l  
eag er to  g e t every  word He says to  them. And they a re  w r i t in g  to th e i r  
p a re n ts  and f r ie n d s  th e  in c id e n ts  of t h e i r  t r i p  and th e  ex periences 
they a re  h av in g .

B efore He le f t 'H e  to ld  M irza A li Akbar to  accompany a l l  th e  P e r 
s ia n s  to  th e  P e rs ia n  c o n su la te  a t  4 . P .  M.

As our number i s  q u i te  l a r g e ,  th e  d in n e r and stopper a re  served  
in  'two c o u r s e s .  At f i r s t  th e  s tu d e n ts  s i t  around th e  t a b l e ,  and 
a fte rw ard  the  r e s t  o f us »

At fo u r o*clock we found o u rse lv e s  in  the la rg e  re c e p tio n  room 
of the C onsu late  G eneral in  A lex an d ria  . Par the f i r s t  h a l f  hour we 
were e n te r ta in e d  by the Consul . Then th e  Beloved carne and spoke w ith  
him in  T u rk ish , He i s  a  g e n ia l o ld  man and lo v es th e  M aster very  a r 
d e n tly  .

When we re tu rn e d  home, th e  M aster had a r r iv e d  ahead o f  us and was 
t a l k i n g  w ith  a number of prom inent c a l l e r s .  At n ig h t we had an un
usua l  g a th e r in g , f u l l  of i n t e r e s t .  Mkny o f them gave us t h e i r  accounts 
of how they embraced th e  Cause o f God. The cause i s  very  w onderfu l, 
and i t  is  w onderful how i t  has a t t r a c te d  to i t s e l f  a l l  these  f in e  young 
men ,

Ahmad Sohrab .



PH:0 M K 1 E Z  a A H MA D  S O H R  AB .

Ramleh, Sgypt, Sept 4, 1913,

Dear Friends:

The Eastern mind is  a treasure-house of mystic s to r ie s , and each 
one fraught -with s ig n if ica n t lesso n s. One of these beautiful s to r ie s  
was related to me the other day by Mirza Ja la l Sina. I t  foreshadows the 
coming of the manifestation of God into th is  world. I t  is  a most charm
in g  story . I sh a ll translate i t  here without i t s  in terpretation ,know
in g  that my readers w ill  supply that with what comes to their v iv id  ahd 
c u l tu re d  imaginations. As we were s it t in g  in the house of Abdul Hossein 
around a dear l i t t l e  garden, and the b r illia n t  stars were shining upon 
u s , our brother Mirza Ja la l spoke thus:

"Far, far away in a jungle inaccessib le to man, beyond the Indian 
Ocean, th e re  lived, a bird of royal b irth , of majesty and beauty. Her 
naine was Gedom. Her melqdy was endowed by the Creator with an incom
p a ra b le  beauty, richness,, sw eetness, charm, measured strains and a t 
t r a c t i v e  quality . She strains of her natural song belonged to other than 
t h i s  material world, which is  fu l l  of the cawing of crows, the cackling  
of g ee se , and the tw ittering of sparrows. Whenever Gedom started to 
s in g ,  she raised her melody to such a lo f ty  height as to Silence a l l  
o th e r  b i r d s .  Hence they were ashamed of their weak, discordant n o ises. 
They were discomfited and fu l l  of remorse and regret, not knowing what 
to  do to bring about the end of Gedom. F inally  they arranged a large 
m eeting  in which they might deliberate together as to how they should 
heap vengeance upon the unsuspecting head o f Gedom and cause her death. 
A fte r much consultation they agreed upon the plan of destroying the eggs 
of Gedom wherever and whenever she la id  them, so that her descendants 
m ight n o t increase. In order to carry out th is  plan with v ig ila n ce , 
th ey  appointed a committee to execute the decree. They agreed amongst 
them selves that they would continue to destroy the eggs o f Gedom u n til 
th e  tim e when she should become old and d ie , thus gettin g  rid  of a strong 
r i v a l . For a number of years Gedom p a tien tly  forbore the persecution 
of th ese  l i t t l e  b irds, who were exulting over the success of their plan 
in  thus system atically  destroying her eggs and not le t t in g  her progeny 
in c re a s e .  Gedom never said anything, nor did she manifest any trace of 
w orry . At a time when the birds were away from th eir  n ests , Gedom la id  
one egg in each and then flew  away, perching on the lo f t ie s t  hanch, sing  
in g  in  her most entrancing melody. The other b irds, not knowing ithat 
had happened, sat a3 usual On th eir  eggs, and after a while the l i t t l e  
ones stepped out of their narrow world into the open space. Tenderly 
were they  taken care o f , with much so lic itu d e  and motherly devotion,and
o u t of their l i t t l e  beaks were they fed . L itt le  by l i t t l e  their dear 
growing wings were covered with so ft  feathers lik e  unto v e lv e t, and the 
p a re n ts  were delighted to see their darling offspring developing into the 
s iz e  of birdhood.

Gedom, from the lo f t ie s t  branch, was watching how day by day her 
c h i ld re n  were nurtured by these d ifferen t birds with w istfu l tenderness 
and sympathy, as though these were their own children.

- continued-
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Tlien, when she observed th a t  they  had reached  th e  f ly in g  s ta g e ,  th e  
perched  on th e  l o f t i e s t  green b ran ch , f i l l i n g  th e  empty vo id  w ith  h er 
w onderful m usic , v ib r a t in g ,  ro o k in g  th ro u g h  th e  atm osphere . The l i t t l e  
b i r d s ,  who were th e  r e a l  c h i ld re n  o f Gedora, heard  th e  c l e a r ,  re so n an t 
m elody, and f in d in g  i t s  ex ac t s im i l a r i t y  w ith  t h e i r  own, and r e a l i z in g  
from  th e  dep ths of t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h e i r  t r u e  k in s h ip  w ith  th e  in v i s ib le  
s in g e r ,  sudden ly  f l u t t e r e d  t h e i r  wings and up th ey  soared  to  jo in  th e i r  
m o th er. Out o f every  n e s t  a  number of b ird s  t h a t  had become accustomed 
to  the harm onious com panionship o f th e  c h ild re n  o f Gedom jo in e d  t h e i r  
f l i g h t s ,  such  as doves, p a r t r id g e s ,  sp arro w s, crow s, n ig h t in g a le s , b lue 
b i r d s ,  e t c .  A lthough th ey  were o f v a rio u s  form s, c o lo r s ,  s p e c ie s ,  
v o ic e s  and k in d s , le a v in g  a s id e  a l l  th e  o u te r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  ^.vith love and 
sw eet fe llo w sh ip  th ey  so a r  to g e th e r  toward the azu re  h e ig h ts  and then 
composed o f d iv in e  company, c i r o l i n g  and c i r o l in g  around th e  beloved 
m other, w h ile  th e  songs o f  th a n k sg iv in g  and g r a t i tu d e ,  w ith  s o f t ly  ap 
p e a l in g  n o te s ,  flow ed l i k e  a  c le a r  s tream  from t h e i r  h e a r t s . "

« 'h ile  the s tu d e n ts  and o th e r  p ilg r im s  were d r in k in g  t e a ,  the  M aster 
e n te re d  th e  house l i k e  a m a je s t ic  k in g . lie walked th rough  the rooms and 
in q u ire d  about the  h e a l th  o f  each . Then he went to the  veranda and 
s a t  down. The f i r s t  th in g  he s a id  showed hiB i n t e r e s t  in  the  w e lfa re  
o f the s tu d e n ts .  He asked M irza A li Akbar to  tak e  them to the Bozha 
l a r k  in  th e  a f te rn o o n . In tro d u c in g  them to  an*. Arab B ah ai, he s a id :  
"Those s tu d e n ts  are  doing  w e ll w ith  t h e i r  s tu d ie s .  In  r e a l i t y  they  a re  
th e  cause of my h a p p in e s s ."  Then lie gave a  most in t e r e s t i n g  ta lk  on 
what th e  s tu d e n ts  should  s tu d y  in  Europe and what they  should  shun.
A fte r  g iv in g  a  m inute account of th e  s o c ia l  customs of th e  W estern peo - 
p i e ,  ho s a id :  " C h a s tity  and p u r i ty  o f l i f e  a re  th e  two d iv in e  s tan d a rd s  
of the s p i r i t u a l  and m oral law . The g r e a te r  th e  aim of man, the n o b le r  
h is  p u rp o se . A man must be ever th o u g h tfu l o f  o th e r s ,  and be p o l i t e  
end co u rteo u s toward h is  f e l lo w -b e in g s . This w i l l  win fo r  him the good 
p le a s u re  o f th e  Lord and th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f th e  g en e ra l p u b l ic .  One*s 
s i f t i n g  and r i s i n g ,  conduct and m anner, speech end c o n v e rs a t io n ,s o c ia l  
in te r c o u r s e  and com m unication, shou ld  be based upon a f irm  fo u n d atio n  
and be conducive to  th e  g lo ry  o f th e  w orld of hum an ity ."

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  P r in c e  Mohammed A l i ,  th e  b ro th e r  of the  K hedive, 
c a l le d  on the  Beloved and was e n te r ta in e d  in  h is  own house,. The P rin c e  
came w ith  h is  au tom obile to  th e  door of our ho u se , and h e a rin g  th a t  
th e  H aste r  l iv e d  in  an o th e r house c lo se  by s a id  he would walk to  i t .  
I . i r z a  f  oncer was go in g  ahead to  n o t i f y  the  B eloved, when he appeared 
in  h i s  lo n g , lo e s s ,  oream o v erco a t from th e  o th e r  s id e  of the s t r e e t .  
Thus, b e fo re  the  eyes o f  many b y stan d ers  the M aster and th e  P r in c e  m et, 
each o f f e r in g  the c o u r te s ie s  d es ig n a ted  fo r  the most d is t in g u is h e d  men . 
Kvery one lo o k in g  a t  t h i s  s tra n g e  scene was w ondering, w hile  t ry in g  to 
f in d  out the oauss th a t  had brought a ro y a l p r in c e  o f Egypt bo th e  
tn ro sh o ld  of Abbas E ffen d i . The Beloved was* w alking  ahead, the P rin c e  
a few f e e t  b eh in d , and w h ile  they  were ta lk in g  in  th e  most anim ated 
manner they  d isap p ea red  from our v iew .

L ate  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  he came to see th e  p i lg r im s ,  and a f t e r  a 
few m inutes wont to  see M irza Abul P a z l , from which p la c e  he re tu rn e d  
home ï.0 r e s t  a f t e r  a most a c t iv e  d ay . B efore the  s tu d e n ts  l e f t  fox 
Bozha Garden, Khosro b rought a d is h  of American ic e  cream p rep a red  fo r  
them by M rs, G e ts in g e r . I t  was v ery  good and every  one enjoyed i t .

con tinued
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Then, a f t e r  d r in k in g  t h e i r  t e a ,  th ey  s t a r t e d  on t h e i r  way and re tu rn e d  
a f t e r  su n se t f i l l e d  w ith  th e  love of n a tu re .  A ll day th e re  were d i f 
f e r e n t  c o te r ie s  h e re ,  each sp eak in g  about the cause and p u t t in g  f o r th  
argum ents to  prove the  dawn o f the Sun of R e a l i ty .  I t  seems to  me th a t  
th e se  young men a re  so devoted  to  the  movement and so f re e  and so 
read y  to  re c e iv e  and a s s im ila te  a l l  k in d s o f  u se fu l in fo rm atio n  ! I  have 
no doubt th a t  o u t o f t h e i r  number some most com peten t, capab le te a c h e rs  
w i l l  a r i s e .

Ahmad S o h rab .



F R O M M I R Z A  A H MA D  SO HE AB

Ramleh, Egypt, Sept. 5, 1913

Deal* F rien d » :
Abdul Baha i s  eloquent In h ie silen ce  and speaks with the tongue 

of th e  angels in the congregation of the e le c t ;  His heavenly songs, 
l i k e  so many rays of l ig h t ,  stream down from the unknown heights. Like 
unto the "bird of paradise, he raiBeB h is  c e le s t ia l  vo ice , and a l l  hu
manity is  s i le n t  before i t .  His divine strains attract the "birds of 
th e  a ir , and they r ise  and r is e  t i l l  they reach to h is world of l ig h t ,  
then rea liz in g  h is wondrous beauty they break forth into glorious an
thems of sp ir itu a l l i f e .  His heart i s  a variegated rose garden, the 
fragrant narcissus of knowledge, gentle v io le ts  of wisdom, sweet anem
ones of love and graceful hyacinths of sympathy spread th eir  perfume 
in a l l  d irection s. The heaven of h is mind is  begemmed with in fin ite  
lig h t  giving orbs of r e a lity , now twinkling, anon radiating, always d is 
p e llin g  the darkness of doubt and cynicism. The grandeur o f h is sim
p l ic i t y  in  h is  daily  l i f e  is  the noblest example ever se t  before the 
v ision  of man. To the wanderer he is' the refuge, to the th irsty  he is  
the cooling spring, to the poor he íb the treasury of wealth, to the 
despondent he i s  the source of in sp iration , to the hopeless he is  the 
roseate dawn of imperishable hope, to the one in darkness he is  the re
fulgent sun, to the orphans he is  the kind fa th e r , to the sinner he is  
the balm of forg iven ess, to the sick  one he is  the Divine Physician, 
to tiie one lo s t  in the; wilderness of error he is  the guide, to the seek 
er he is  the goal, to the weak he is  the power-house of energy, to the 
hungry he is  the manna descended from heaven, to the fearful he is  the 
haven of tr u s t , to the parched ground he is  the downpour of r a in , to 
the trees he is  the refreshing breeze, to the storm-tossed he is  the 
shore of sa fe ty , to the shipwrecked he is  the ark of sa lvation , to the 
sunstruck he is  the overshadowing tr ee . While he is  walking on the 
earth he is  soaring toward the empyrean heights of g lory. At the same 
time that he speaks with us, h is s p ir it  communicates with God.

The early mornings present to our view a most tru stfu l scene of 
prayer and worship, because a l l  the students pray before su nrise , re
ceiving from the Presence of the Almighty their daily  sp ir itu a l su ste 
nance. They attract to themselves the needed moral foasce to keep them 
away from a l l  temptations, and infuse into their liv e s  that quality of 
f a i t h  which changes hate into lo v e , strangeness into friendship, enmity 
into amity. Through prayer their minds are polished and their hearts 
burnished with the f ir e  of the love of God. They atta in  to the sta tion  
o f confidence, rea lize  the d iv in ity  of h o lin ess , are drawn near unto 
God, become clear mirrors in which the ideal images of the kingdom are 
re flec ted  and put forth  green leaves of hope and lovely  blossoms of 
radiant acquiescence , With prayer they learn their le sso n s, with prayer 
Uu?y meet their examinations, with prayer they make moral and in te l 
lectu a l progress, and with prayers on their lip s  they arise  in the 
e a r ly  morning and go to sleep in  the evening.

This morning after prayer I  was speaking about those who served  the 
cause ,  and M irza Jala l Sina illu stra ted  in the following manner:

continued-



"A man engaged th e  s e rv ic e s  o f a  mason to  'bu ild  a  w a ll around M s garden 
The n ex t morning th e  mason came around to  s t a r t  h is  w ork. The founda
t io n  was a lre a d y  l a i d  by o th e r  la b o re rs  . An a s s i s t a n t  was a lso  h ire d  
to hand him th e  b r ic k s  in  o rd e r  to  d is p a tc h  th e  work as q u ick ly  as p o s s i
b l e .  The mason s to o d  ré a d y , th e  a s s i s t a n t  handed him th e  f i r s t  b r ic k ,  
b u t a t  th a t  v e ry  moment a  f r ie n d  of h is  p assed  by; he c a l le d  him to  come 
n ea r and , once th e r e ,  engaged him in  a l i v e ly  c o n v e rs a tio n . He fo rg o t 
a l l  about tiie  b u ild in g  o f : th e  w a l l ,  and the hours s l ip p e d  by , u n t i l  
noon . He had y e t th e  f i r s t  b r ic k  in  h is  hand when th e  hour of tw elve 
s t r u c k .  At th a t  tim e th e  owner o f the garden a r r iv e d  on the  scen e , 
and se e in g  th e  work n o t even s t a r t e d  d ism issed  him and p u t in  h is  
p la c e  an o th e r mason who would do, th e  work given  to  him .

"Now th e re  a re  some so u ls  in  th e  cause who a re  s im i la r ly  s i t u a t e d .  
When a work i s  in t r u s te d  to  them by the  M aster th ey  tak e  i t  as a p e r 
so n a l th in g .  They do as much as th ey  th in k  a d v is a b le , acco rd in g  to  
t h e i r  l im ite d  u n d e rs ta n d in g , o r  do ho t do i t  a t  a l l . In  such a c a s e , 
th e  M aste r, w ith o u t t e l l i n g  them an y th in g , tak es  th e  work ou t of th e i r  
hands and p u ts  i t  in  th e  hands o f th o se  who w i l l  d is p a tc h  i t  w ith  the 
utm ost r a p i d i t y .  P e r s o n a l i t i e s  do n o t count in  th i s  c a u se . W ork,en
d u rin g  work, p a t i e n t  w ork, im personal w ork, i s  c a l le d  f o r .  There are  
n e i th e r  tem poral o r s p i r i t u a l  t i t l e s  in  th i s  movement. L e t a l l  th e  
f r ie n d s  b a n ish  such  phantasm al n igh tm ares from th e i r  m inds. The M aster 
n ever s e t s  any of th e  friendB  above th e  o th e rs  . In  h is  e s tim a tio n  they  
a re  a l l  e q u a l. We a re  a l l  the  se rv a n ts  of Balia’o ’l l a h  and the  se rv a n ts  
o f th e  s e rv a n t o f GOD. The B ahais do n o t bow to  any one who t r i e s  to 
s e t  h im se lf  a l i t t l e  above th e  o th e rs  or w ishes to  im press o th e rs  th a t  
he i s  a  l i t t l e  d e a re r  and n e a re r  to  the  M aste r. I f  he i s  in  r e a l i t y  
d e a re r  and n e a re r  to  Abdul Baha, l e t  him no t b re a th e  i t  to  any human 
b e in g , b u t show i t  in  a c ts  o f k in d n e s s , h u m il i ty , a f f e c t io n  toward 
a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  lo v e  fo r  a l l  mankind, always co u n tin g  h im se lf  -  no t 
th ro u g h  s p i r i t u a l  a f f e c t a t io n  -  co n sc io u s ly  l e s s  than  a l l  the f r i e n d s . 
Abdul Baha h im se lf  has no t i t l e  and does no t~ g ive any t i t l e  to  any p e r 
s o n . He has accep ted  fo r  h im se lf  th e  t i t l e  o f the S erv an t o f  God and 
th e  S erv an t o f  Humanity. Every B ah a i, acco rd in g  to  h is  a b i l i t y ,  must 
s t r i v e  day and n ig h t to  %^Lk in  th i s  p a th ,  o th e rw ise  he w i l l  n o t s u c 
ce ed . The Bahai p a th  i s  w e . p a th  o f s e rv i tu d e ,  h u m il i ty ,  evanescence, 
sev eran ce  from aught e l s e  save God, s e rv ic e  and a l l  th e  o th e r  q u a l i t i e s ,  
N oth ing  e l s e  w i l l  b ea r f r u i t ."

About f iv e  o 'c lo c k  th é  Beloved came and a l l  th e  studentB  were 
read y  to  r e c e iv e  him* He in q u ire d  about t h e i r  h e a l th ,  and asked w hether 
th ey  were co m fo rtab le  in  t h e i r  p re s e n t q u a r te r s .

"T e ll me, do th e  te a c h e rs  and p ro fe s s o r s  tak e  p a in s  to  i n s t r u c t  you, 
o r ,  l i k e  some p r o f e s s o r s ,  do they  .go th rough  th e  le s so n s  l i k e  m achines, 
w ith o u t any f e e l in g  or i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p ro g re ss  o f th e  p u p ils ? "

H olding in  h is  hand s e v e ra l  co p ies o f  h is  ad d resses  p u b lish ed  in  
th e  new spapers, he s a id :  "The p eop le  of t h i s  co u n try  a re  n o t in te r e s te d  
enough to  re ad  th e se  a r t i c l e s  and ad d resses  ; and i f  you ask from those  
few who have read  about t h e i r  c o n te n ts ,  th e  on ly  answer th ey  g ive you 
i s ,  'V ery e x c e lle n t*  Very good*' However, they  read  th e  most unim por
ta n t  news o f  th e  day . They a re  n o t th in k in g  o f th o se  p r in c ip le s  which 
w i l l  u p b u ild  th e  f u tu re  c i v i l i z a t i o n  of mankind, a lth o u g h  th ey  are  a l l  
acknow ledging the f a c t  th a t  the w orld o f hum anity is  in  g re a t  danger and 
i s  going th rough  a most c r u c ia l  p e r io d .  A lthough wars may cease tem 
p o r a r i l y ,  y e t th e re  i s  an in v is ib le  war c a r r ie d  on which i s  a tremendous

- co n tin u ed -
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economic l o s s .  These unseen d ra in s  have broken th e  f in a n c ia l  "back of ■ 
th e  n a t io n s .  They do n o t know by what means o r in s tru m e n t th e  com ity of 
n a t io n s  o r th e  peace o f th e  w orld  can be a c h ie v e d ,” Then he to ld  me to  
have th e  l e t t e r s  re a d y , end a f t e r  a  few moments I  was fo llo w in g  him to  - 
ward th e  g a rd en . He was g lad  to  be away from th e  p eo p le  fo r  two or 
th re e  h o u rs , r e v e a l in g  t a b l e t s  f o r  f r ie n d s  beyond th e  s e e n . The b reeze  
was v /a f tin g  th ro u g h  th e  b ra n c h e s , th e  w ea th er was c o o l ,  and the  w h ite  
p e a r l s  o f  remembrances and co u n se ls  were c a s t  on th e  sh o re s  of human 
l i v e s .  He s a id :  “I  have found a q u ie t  n o o k ,"  as he w alked from  end of 
th e  avenue to  th e  o th e r ,  r a i s i n g  h i s  v o ic e  to  a. lo u d  p i t c h  when he was 
f a r  from  m e. Some o f  th o se  who w ere honored  w ith  t a b l e t s  were th e  f o l 
lo w in g : M iss Jean  M ason, M rs. G ertru d e  D i f f t ,  th e  e d i to r  o f  The M aster 
Mind in  Los A n g e le s , M rs. H a r r i e t  C l in e , M iss Mary B e l l ,  M ies G eneral 
J a c k , M rs. Thornb e rg -C ro p p e r , M rs. Annie B. K i l l i u a , M r. H orace H o lle y ,
Mr. Bred Mor te n s e r : , Madame H . M aron, M rs. S tan s  a l l ,  M iss J u l i e t  Thomp
s o n , C o n su l-G en era l Topakyan, M iss Edna McKinney, and M iss M aria  W ilson .
I t  was ab o u t noon when he s a id :  " I t  i s  enough f o r  to d a y !"  and he l e f t  
th e  g a rd e n , fo llo w e d  by Ahmad.

Y e s te rd a y  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  M aster l e f t  f o r  C a iro  w ith  B a sh e e r, 
j u s t  f o r  a s h o r t  s t a y .  Today Shougi E f fe n d i  jo in e d  h is  m other w ith  H a jl 
îU a a . I n  th e  a f te rn o o n  fo u r  B ah a is  a r r iv e d  from  C a iro  to  v i s i t  th e  M aste r  

About fo u r  o * c lo ck  th e  B eloved  came a g a in  and gave us an i n t e r e s t 
in g  t a l k  on how a  r e l i g i o u s  o r  n a t io n a l  f e t e  m ust be c e l e b r a t e d .  "The 
p rogram  o f  su c h  f e t e  days m ust be so  p re p a re d  as to  y i e ld  a  perm anen t 
r e s u l t .  As th e y  a re  days o f  freedom  from  work and w o rry , th e  le a d e r s  
o f  com m unities sh o u ld  d is c u s s  su ch  p ro b lem s as w ould be b e n e f i c i a l  to  
th e  in d iv id u a l s  and th e  outcom e o f  w h ich  would be e t e r n a l .  They m ust 
be o ccu p ied  w i th  p r a y e r s  and th a n k s g iv in g ,  commemorate th e  T rue O ne, 
and be g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  f a v o r s  and b o u n t ie s  o f  God, our g lo r io u s  L o rd ,"  

Then he c a l l e d  me to  fo llo w  h im . O u ts id e  a  c a r r i a g e  was w a i t i n g .
He beckoned  me to  s i t  b e s id e  him  and t o l d  K hosro  to  s i t  w i th  th e  d r iv e r  
We s to p p e d  a t  th e  H o te l P la i s a n c e  and to o k  w ith  u s  M r. A tw ood. The c a r 
r i a g e  d ro v e  f o r  more th a n  an h o u r a lo n g  th e  sh o re  o f  th e  H i l e .  We 
p a s s e d  by many l a r g e  palm  groveB and th e  d i r t y  h o v e ls  o f P e l  1 ahe e ru  The y 
l i v e  in  d i r t .  P i g s ,  h e n s ,  donkeys and  g o a ts , l i v e  w i th  them  in  th e  same 
room , b u i l t  w i th  mud* A r r iv in g  a t  t h e  H ozha, we d ro v e  th ro u g h  i t s  
sh ad y  a v e n u e s , and o u r e y e s  w ere  b r ig h te n e d T h y  th e  w o n d e rfu l f lo w e r s .
In the p lace where the band was p lay in g  and more than two hundred E ng
lis h m e n  were p icn ick in g  w ith  th e ir  fa m il ie s ,  the Master l e f t  the c a r 
r i a g e .  He walked through the park, and then coming out sa t  on the o u t
s id e  w a l l  o f a w e l l .  A lone, he was steeped  in  a v/orld o f  thought. Then, 
l e a v in g  th a t p la c e , he went.away from us and sa t  on the green meadow . 
For n e a r l y  f i f t e e n  minutes he s a t  there undisturbed , dreaming w o r l d - 
s h a p in g  id e a ls  . The. sun was s in k in g  behind th e  Wèstern sky when our 
c a r r ia g e  was d r iv en ,homeward . The M aster, p u ttin g  3ü r arm.around the  
shoulder o f Mr. Atwond sa id ; "I came e s p e c ia l ly  today to take thee o u t , 
because I lo v e  th ee very  much. I am most p leased  w ith  th e e , because 
thou h ast resign ed  thy w i l l  to  the w i l l  o f God." Mx. Atwood thanked the 
Master fo r  h is  k indness and sa id :  "Master, I th ink o ften  o f thee and 
thy grea t work. I can never fo r g e t  the tim e when you c a lle d  a t the
M ission  School o f  A lexandria . The p r in c ip a l in  g re e tin g  you sa id ,'Y ou  
a r e  the fa th er  o f  the poor and I am th e ir  s e r v a n t ,'  You answered, *xam. 
the servan t o f the poor,b ut you are th e ir  fa th e r ,"
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Ramleh, Egypt , S ep t . 6 , 1913

Dear F r ie n d s ;

'fHave you any news from America?" th e  Beloved asked me when I stood 
in  h is  presence th is morning. I did not have any news to give him.
The b e l ie v e r s  must with one accord and one voice u n ite  to g e th e r  in r a i s 
ing  the p illa r s  of the Bahai tent in those regions . The M aster w il l  
r e in fo rc e  them with the powers of the kingdom i f  they w ill  arise Y/hole- 
heartedly in the service of the cause. They have every means at their 
d isp o s iil and no lack of extraordinary desire to do the w ill  of God, By 
example and deeds they have seen the workings of the glorious lord.Now 
that he is  in the Orient he loves to hear that the seeds he has sown axe 
beginning to sprout, that the ideals he has diffused are taking root 
in the hearts, and the summons of the kingdom is  listen ed  to by innum
erable so u ls . You must gird up the lo in s of endeavor, enter into the 
arena o f a c t iv ity , and le t  the reports of your constantly fresh trium phs 
be forwarded to the headquarters.

Before leaving thé radiantly happy presence of the Master, he 
handed me a le t te r  written to him by Professor Vambery of Budapest,who 
met the Beloved during h is sojourn in that c i t y .  On h is arrival in 
Port Said he revealed to Prof. Vambery a holy tab let and sent him a rug 
as a p resen t. 1 w il l  translate herein as a matter o f h isto r ica l in ter
e s t  the Professor’s le t t e r ,  He has w ritten i t  in  Persian.

"1 forward th is  humble p e titio n  to the san ctified  and holy presence 
o f Abdul Baha Abbas, who is  the center of knowledge, famous throughout 
th e  world and loved by a l l  mankind. 0 thou noble friend , who art con
f e r r in g  guidance upon humanity, may my l i f e  be a ransom to thee!

"'The loving e p is t le  which you have condescended to write to th is  
servant and the rug which you have forwarded, came sa fe ly  to hand. The 
time of the meeting with yourExcellency and the memory of the benediction 
of your presence recurred to the memory of th is servant, and I am long
ing for the time when I sh a ll meet you again. Although I have t r a v e le d  
through many countries and c i t ie s  of Islam, yet I have never met so lo f ty  
a character and so exalted a personage as your Excellency, and can bear 
witness that i t  is  not possib le to find such another . On th is account 
I am hoping that the ideals and accomplishments of your Excellency m y 
be- croYmed with success and y ield  resu lts under a l l  conditions, because 
behind these ideals and deeds I ea s ily  discern the eternal welfare and 
prosperity of the world of humanity,

"This servant, in order to gain f i r s t  hand information and e x p e r
ie n c e , entered into the ranks of various re lig io n s; that i s ,  outwardly 
I became a Jew, C hristian, Mohammedan and Zoroaôtrian. I d isco v ered  
that the devotees of these various re lig ion s do nothing also but hate 
and anathematize- each other, that a l l  their re lig ion s have become the 
instruments of tyranny and oppression in  the hands o f rulers and g o v ern 
o r s ,  and that they are the cause of the destruction of the world of 
human!ty.

con tinued
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"C on s i  der in  g th ese  e v i l  r e s u l t s  every  p erson  is  fo rced  by n e c e s s i ty  
to e n l i s t  h im se lf  on th e  s id e  of your E x c e lle n c y , and accep t w ith  joy  
the  p ro sp e c t of a b a s is  of th e  r e l ig io n  o f  God which i s  being  founded 
th rough  your e f f o r t s  ♦

"I have seen th e  f a th e r  o f your E x ce llen cy  from a f a r .  I have r e a l 
iz ed  th e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  and noble courage of h i s  son and am l a s t  in ad 
m ira t io n  .

"Eor th e  p r in c ip le s  and aims o f your E x ce llen cy  I express the utm ost 
r e s p e c t  and d e v o tio n , and i f  God th e  most h ig h  co n fers  long  l i f e  I w il l  
be a b le  to  serve  you under a l l  co n d itio n s  . I p ray  and s u p p lic a te  th is  
from the dep ths o f  my h e a r t  .

"Your s e rv a n t Mamhehyn
( S ig n ed ) Vambery."

In  th e  re c e p tio n  room of th e  house o f the  Beloved the s tu d e n ts  met 
Mrs . G e ts in g e r . She spoke to  them most b e a u t i f u l l y .  They l is te n e d  to 
her w ith  r a p t  a t t e n t iô n ,  None of them had y e t  seen  or heard  an Am
e r ic a n  Bahai . She r e la te d  fo r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t  the s to ry  of the  B eloved’s 
le c tu r e  in  Columbia U n iv e rs ity  o f New York S ta te  and S tan fo rd  U n iver
s i t y  of C a l i f o r n ia ,  and when she to ld  abou t M ortens en and how he t r a v e ls  
from M inneapolis to Green Acre under the  t r a i n  o f c a rs  , axd how b e a u t i 
f u l ly  he was re c e iv e d  f i r s t  by Mr. and M rs. Kinney and l a t e r  by the  Mas
t e r ,  a l l  eyes were f i l l e d  w ith  t e a r s .  Then she spoke abou t o th e r  th ings 
s p i r i t u a l  know ledge, p r a y e r ,  the conform ity  o f sc ie n c e  and f a i t h ,  and 
a t  th e  end she chan ted  fo r  them a lo v e ly  p ray èr by Baha*o’l l a h  . Then 
t^a M aster carne in  and spoke th e  fo llo w in g  words:. "

"God has b ro u g h t us to g e th e r  in  R am leh. No o th e r  power could ever 
accom plish  t h i s .  We a re  m eeting  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  utm ost jo y  and f r a 
grance . The s p i r i t u a l  a t t r a c t i o n  has u n ite d  us . The d iv in e  ou tpourings 

th e  b estow als o f the  B lessed  P e r f e c t io n  have c a l le d  us to  th e  heav- 
en ly  b an q u e t. J u s t  as in  t h i s  m a te r ia l  w orld we a re  b rough t to g e th e r  in 
«nio m eeting , s im i la r ly  may we meet each o th e r  and a s s o c ia te  w ith  each 
- t a c r  in  the kingdom of Abha."

In  the a f te rn o o n  th e  Beloved d ic ta te d  s e v e ra l  im portan t t a b le t s  in  
tn e  p a rk , and a fte rw ard  e n te r ta in e d  th e  E rench Consul to  H a ifa  who had 
come to  meet h im .

Most of th e  a fte rn o o n  was sp e n t in  w r i t in g  and l i s t e n in g  to  the 
R ig h tfu l s t o r i e s  r e la te d  by M irza J a l a l  S in a . On the o th e r  hand , the 

p a s te r  was busy w ith  h i3  work o f correspondence , I  was s e n t  to  A lex
a n d r ia  to a t te n d  to m ail and buy la rg e  en v e lo p es .

Ear the  l a s t  few days th e  w eather has been v e ry  ho t and uncom forta- 
D-Cÿ b u t the n ig h ts  a re  c o o l, and my o cc a s io n a l walks sometimes alone 
ana ag a in  w ith  a f r i e n d ,  a re  much en jo y ed .

Ahmad Sohrab
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Ram leh, S e p t. 7 , 1913

Bear F rien d s
"k e t me r e l a t e  to  y o u ,” M irza J a l a l  S in a  s a id ,  as we tu rn ed  a s t r e e t  

c o rn e r , fo llo w in g  a  q u ie t avenue shaded by t a l l  t r e e s ,  " the  s to ry  o f  a 
poor man and how he Became th e  r u le r  o f one o f the  a n c ie n t r e p u b l ic s .  
B eneath t h i s  s to r y  you w i l l  no doubt f in d  w ith  th e  eye of in s ig h t  th e  
s p i r i t u a l  h i s to r y  o f God’s r e l a t i o n  w ith  mankind, p o r tra y e d  w ith  g re a te r  
o r l e s s  degree o f c le a r n e s s .  Y ears and y ea rs  ago, lo n g  in  bygone ag e s , 
th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  co u n try  o f ----------------- who enjoyed a s o r t  o f  r e 
p u b l ic ,  had a most cu rio u s  way o f an n u a lly  e le c t in g  t h e i r  p r e s id e n t .  The 
peop le  would g a th e r on th e  day ap p o in ted  by : the o rg an ic  law o f  the coun try  
once a y e a r ,  in  th e  l a r g e s t  p u b lic  square  o f  th e  c a p i t a l .  Then they  
would b r in g  o u t th e  golden cage o f th e  b i r d  Harnai, headed by a  lo n g  p ro 
c e ss io n  o f d ig n i t a r i e s  am idst u n iv e rs a l  r e jo ic in g  w h i ls t  th e  music o f th e  
n a t io n a l  band was p la y in g . A fte r  th e  perform ances of many p re sc rib e d  
cerem onies and th e  d e l iv e ry  o f e lo q u en t a d d re s se s , b e fo re  the eyes o f 
a l l  th e  c i t iz e n s  th e y  would open the  g a te  o f  th e  cage and l é t  out Harnai. 
The b i r d ,  g a in in g  i t s  freedom , would r i s e  h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  toward the 
b lu e  e th e r  and then  sudden ly  d escen d . Thousands o f  eyes were e a g e r ly  
lo o k in g  upward w atch ing  th,e l e a s t  m otion and co n v o lu tio n  o f the  b ird  
snd w agering  la rg e  sums o f money on what p a r t  ď  th e  square  i t  would 
a l i g h t  i n .  R earer and n e a re r  i t  came, now f ly in g  to  th e  r i g h t ,  then  to  
th e  l e f t ,  now coming c lo se  to  th e  ground, and ag a in  s o a r in g  ae rop lane  - 
l i k e  above th e  heads, o f the crow d. Every tim e Harnai swept w ith  th e  r a p 
i d i t y  of l ig h tn in g  over the a e r i a l  t r a c k ,  showing th e  snowy w hiteness 
o f i t s  w ings, th e  commotion o f  th e  populace in c r e a s e d  and t h e i r  a n t i c 
ip a t io n  and a n x ie ty  d o ub led . Then a t  l a s t ,  g r a c e fu l ly  and w ith  much 
d ig n i ty ,  Harnai would a l i g h t ,  and l ik e  a crown o f  w h ite  flo w ers  s i t  upon 
th e  head o f e i th e r  a c i t i z e n ,  a  commoner or a f o r e ig n e r .  Then a thunder 
o f app lause  and h u rrah s  would r i s e  from the th ro a ts  of th a t  huge con
course  of hum anity . By th is  s ig h  they  knew th a t  th e  p re s id e n t  fo r  the  
en su in g  y ea r was e le c te d  beyond any shadow of doubt or p o l i t i ô a l  c h i 
canery ; f o r  upon the head o f whomsoever the  b ird  r e s t e d ,  sp rea d in g  i t s  
im p e ria l w ings, by th e  unanimous v o tes  o f  a l l  th e  c i t iz e n s  he was e l e c 
te d  as t h e i r  p r e s id e n t .  Then th e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  committee n o t i f i e d  the 
p r e s id e n t - e l e c t  o f  h is  e l e c t io n  and th e  program fo r  the m eeting in  
which th e  p r e s id e n t  would d e l iv e r  h i s  speech  o f accep tance was d i s 
cu sse d . A fterw ard  in  due tim e the  committee of arrangem ents o f f i c i a l l y  
conducted him to  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  p a la c e , th e  h ig h e s t m a g is tra te s  o f  the 
land  took from him th e  o a th  o-f o f f i c e  and in t r u s te d  in  h is  hands a l l  
th e  a d m in is tra t iv e  d e p a rtm e n ts . W ith th e  a id  o f the two houses of con
g ress  and e x p e r t c a b in e t m in is te r s  he governed th e  coun try  w ise ly  and 
w e ll . The p re s id e n t  had on ly  power to  choose h is  a ide-de-cam p. Save 
th i s  p re ro g a tiv e  th e re  was n e i th e r  a p o l i t i c a l  ’p ie  c o u n te r ’ nor the 
s p o i l s  o f  numerous p e t ty  o r  im p o rtan t o f f i c e r s ,  nor any occasion  to 
w ield  th e  'b ig  s t i c k . ’

" I t  was on such an im portan t e le c t io n  day th a t  a poor s tra n g e r  
e n te re d  the c i t y .  He saw i t  d ec o ra ted  w ith  f la g s  and b u n tin g s ,an d  the 
avenues and s t r e e t s  f i l l e d  w ith  s e e th in g  h u n a n ity . Every a v e n u e ,lik e  
a t r ib u ta r y  to  the s e a ,  em ptied i t s  ru sh in g  f lo o d  o f  people in to  the 
g r e a t  p u b lic  s q u a re . A ll th e  s t r e e t s  were f i l l e d .  There was no t a

Con tinned -



i í ia ry  Sept 7,1913 -2 -

B in g le  s ta n d in g  p la c e  in  th e  open . A fte r  much push ing  and p u l l in g ,  our 
new-comer w ith  g re a t  d i f f i c u l t y  made" h ie  way to  th e  sq u a re , and th e re  a 
w onderful s p e c ta c le  met h i s  v iew , th e  l ik e  o f  which he had never seen 
in  h is  l i f e .  He s to o d  w onderstruck  w ith  th i s  m ag n ificen t s ig h t  and 
la v is h  s p le n d o r . W h ils t he was lo o k in g  absentm indedly  a t  a l l  th e  go r
geous d e c o ra t io n s , he f e l t  some one ta p p in g  on h is  sh o u ld e r . He was 
warm, and p re sse d  on a l l  s i d e s .  'What do you w an t, man? Don'’ t  you see 
I am n e a r ly  d y in g  o f s u f fo c a t io n ? 1 ‘W ilt thou make me th in e  a id -d e -  
camp i f  thou a r t  e le c te d  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  re p u b lic .? 1 'A r t  thou gone i n 
s a n e , man? I  have j u s t  e n te re d  th i s  c i t y  and know n o t a  s in g le  s o u l .  I 
shou ld  l ik e  to  know who would e l e c t  me, an e n t i r e  s t r a n g e r ,  to  the h ig h 
e s t  p o s i t io n  in  th e  r e p u b l i c t '  ' I  th in k  thou d o s t n o t know th e  laws o f 
t h i s  c o u n try , n e i th e r  i s  th e re  any tim e fo r  t h e i r  e x p la n a t io n . J u s t  
g ive me thy  word now .' 'A l l  r i g h t , '  th e  s tr a n g e r  laughed a lo u d , ' i f  1 
ev er become th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  re p u b lic  thou s h a l t  be my aid-de-cam p 
H ard ly  was t h i s  prom ise o u t o f  h i s  mouth when he f e l t  the sudden w eight 
o f  som ething upon h is  h e a d . Then he heard  the w o rld -d ea fen in g  hu rrahs 
o f  th e  g re a t  m u lt i tu d e , f i l l i n g  and ro ck in g  th e  very  fo u n d a tio n s  of the 
b u i ld in g s .  The b ird  Hamai had s a t  on h is  head and he was a lre a d y ,b y  
th e  so v e re ig n  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le , th e  n ex t p r e s id e n t  of th e  re iju b lic  .
The n o t i f i c a t i o n  com m ittee, fo llow ed  by th e  most prom inent c i t i z e n s ,  
n o t i f i e d  him r e s p e c tf u l ly  o f  h i s  e l e c t io n ,  and w ith  much so lem nity  co n 
ducted  him to th e  p a la c e .  For a  week th e re  were g re a t  f e s t i v i t i e s  in 
th e  c a p i t a l .  F ire -w orks and i l lu m in a t io n s , a t h l e t i c  f e a t s  and s o c ia l  
b a n q u e ts , b r i l l i a n t  p ro c e ss io n s  and p u b lic  r e c e p t io n s ,  a t t r a c t e d  th e  
a t te n t io n  o f a l l  th e  c la s s e s  o f  c i t i z e n s .  The in au g u ra l b a l l  which 
b rough t to a c lo se  th e se  su c c e s s iv e  f e s t i v i t i e s  e c lip se d  a l l  o th e r  event s 
in  p o in t  o f  b r i l l i a n c y  and e la b o ra te  p r e p a r a t io n s .  To th e  d e l ig h t  and 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f congress and c a b in e t m in i s te r s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  w ith  form er 
p r e s id e n ts ,  th e  new incumbent o f  th a t  e x a lte d  o f f ic e  showed e x t r a o r d i 
n a ry  knowledge of a l l  p u b lic  q u es tio n s  and an i n tu i t i o n a l  grasp of a l l  
th e  needed re fo rm s . These refo rm s had been f e l t  fo r  scorne time in  th e  
h e a r t s , b u t th e  n a t io n  had n o t been fo r tu n a te  enough to have a man a t  
th e  helm o f government who could so exp ress th o se  h a l f - f e l t  id e a ls  of 
re fo rm  as to  make them p o s s ib le  by p u b lic  l e g i s l a t i o n .

"A fte r h is  in a u g u ra tio n  th e  p r e s id e n t  re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from an 
unknown man rem inding  him o f  h is  p ro m ise . He s e n t f o r  him im m ediately , 
and a f t e r  c o n v e rsa tio n  found he answered to  the requ irem en ts o f an a id -  
de-cam p. T herefo re  he in v e s te d  him w ith  t h i s ,  th e  only  o f f ic e  he could  
command. In  th e  course  o f m utual a s s o c ia t io n  they  became g re a t  f r ie n d s ,  
and one day th e  aid-de-cam p to ld  th e  p re s id e n t  in  an offhand manner,
'Do you know what i s  going to  happen to you a f t e r  th e  e x p ira tio n  o f your 
p r e s id e n t ia l  te rm ? ' 'H o, I  have- never thought about i t . '  'W e ll, I w il l  
t o l l  you because you have been v ery  k ind  to me. When your time has  
exp ired  the c i t iz e n s  w i l l  come to  the p a la c e , d r iv e  you ou t o f  your ex 
e c u tiv e  o f f i c e ,  w il l  ask you to  don your o ld  c lo th e s ,  w i l l  take  you in  
tn e  s t r e e t s ,  make you r id e  backward on a donkey, and a t  th e  head of a 
s n e e r in g , r i d i c u l in g  mob parade you th rough  th e  s t r e e t s  and b a z a a rs . In  
th i s  ignom inious manner th e  p ro c e s s io n  w i l l  le av e  the c i t y .  They w il l  
proceed s e v e ra l  m iles  u n t i l  they  re a c h  a broad r i v e r ,  on th e  o th e r  
s id e  o f  w hich i s  an i s l a n d .  They w i l l  p u t you in  a b o a t ,  and a boatman 
w i l l  row you to  th e  o th e r  s i d e .  He w i l l  leav e  you th e re  and r e tu rn  .As 
tiie is la n d  i s  surrounded by w a te r , th e re  can he no communication w ith  
t h e  o u t s i d e  w orld The p re s id e n t  was q u ite  d is tu rb e d  by th i s  accoun t.
‘ Why d id  you ̂  n o t t e l l  me th i s  b e fo re ? ' ’F i r s t l y ,  I d id  n o t know you . 
S econd ly , th i s  knowledge could, n o t p rev en t Hamai from a l ig h t in g  upon
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your h e a d . T h ird ly , even should  you have known t h i s ,  th e  people 'would 
n o t  have accep ted  ..your r e s i g n a t i o n .1 ’But have I no t  g iven  them a wise 
and e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is t r a t io n ? 1 "You must r e a l iz e  th a t  th e  people a re  
not e le c t in g  you . I t  depends upon the c a p r ic e  of a "bird. And I am sure  
even i f  they  l e t  you s ta y  in  th e  p u b lic  square  on e le c t io n  day,  you 
would no t have th e  rem o te s t chance of being  r e - e l e c te d .  On the  o the r  
hand, no power on e a r th ,  excep t the  w i l l  o f th e  people o f  the r e p u b l i c ,  
can amend th is  p ro v is io n  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  is  sim ply im possib le  
'Then what must I do? W ill you g ive me your a d v ic e ? ' 'W e ll, you can 
do one th in g .  As long  as you l iv e  in  th is  p a lace  you have a p e r f e c t  
r i g h t  to  expend your very  l i b e r a l  s a la r y  on any u n d ertak in g  you deem 
most .n ecessary  and u rg e n t .  You a re  ab le  to s e l e c t  a number o f  a r c h i t e c t s  
masons, en g in ee rs  and la b o re r s ,  and send them to  th e  is la n d  and give 
them th e  commission o f b u i ld in g  a commodious house in  which you may l i v e  
d u r in g  the rem ain ing  y e a rs  o f your l f s .  I  have been aid-de-cam p to many 
form er p re s id e n ts  , and in  every  in s ta n c e  I have urged them to do t h i s , 
b u t they were so occupied  w ith  the  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f .th e ir  d e s ire s  th a t  
they  d id  no t heed my adv ice  and th e  tim e s lip p e d  b y . Suddenly they 
saw th a t  th e  year had ex p ired  and they  found them selves in  m an ife s t 3,oss 
This p r e s id e n t  w as, how ever, o f a d i f f e r e n t  d i s p o s i t io n ,  and from th a t  
v e ry  day he devoted  a l l  h i s  l e i s u r e  tim e to  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of a home 
on th e  is la n d  . When th e  tim e o f  h is  s e rv ic e  had e x p ire d , he went th ro u g h  
a l l  the s tra n g e  r i t e s  p re s c r ib e d  by th e  law w ith  a cool head and a con
f id e n t  h e a r t  and a s.erene m ind, because he knew th a t  on the  o th e r  s id e
ev e ry th in g  was p rep a red  to  re c e iv e  h i m . . . .   A f te r  a few days
re s id e n c e  on th e  is la n d  he s t a r t e d  to  ex p lo re  i t ,  and h e re  and th e re  
he came a c ro s s  a  number o f  em aciated  and s ta rv e d - lo o k in g  men, c lad  in  
t a t t e r e d  c l o th e s .  He asked them, ’who a re  you?1 They answ ered, *We a re
th e  form er p re s id e n ts  o f  th e  r e p u b lic  o f ------- -—- . W hile we f i l l e d  the
o f f ic e  of p re s id e n t  we were f i l l e d  w ith  our own im p o rtan ce , and p u r 
sued th e  p le a s u re s  and v a n i t ie s  of l i f e  in s te a d  o f th e  endu ring  and e te r . 
n a l p r i n c i p l e s .  We never tro u b le d  ou r minds about our f u tu r e ,  n e i th e r  
d id  we heed the ad v ice  and ad& onition  o f  our f r i e n d s .  Thus th i s  p re se n t 
m isery  and s u f f e r in g  i s  th e  r e s u l t  of our own p a s t  h eed le ssn ess  and 
b lin d n e ss  . ’ "

This m orning th e  s tu d e n ts  were summoned to  the  Holy P resen ce  of 
th e  Beloved and he gave them a s t i r r i n g  t a lk  on th e  union of th e  E a s t 
and the W est, and how th is  cause has s e t  aglow th e  h e a r ts  o f  mankind, 
and th e  flam e i s  g e t t in g  s tro n g e r  and s tro n g e r  ev e ry  d a y . A ll day he 
was surrounded by a h o s t o f  v i s i t o r s  b o th  b e l ie v e rs  and s t r a n g e rs  . In  
th e  a f te rn o o n  you could  f in d  him in  th e  garden , d i c t a t i n g  a  w onderful 
t a b l e t  on th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f d iv in e  law and r e l ig io n  fo r a f r ie n d  from the 
f a r  E a s t .  H is h e a l th  c a r r i e s  him th rough  most w o n d e rfu lly . Prom the 
e a r ly  hours o f th e  morning t i l l  the tim e he goes to  bed he works w ith 
o u t in te r r u p t io n ,  now h e r e ,  now th e r e ,  always ex ten d in g  the  f r o n t i e r s  
o f the G lorious C ause.

Ahmad S o h ra b .



F R O M  M I E Z A  A H M A D  S O H R A B

Ramleh, E gyp t, S ep t 8 , 1913

Dear F riends

F ive o f th e  young A rabian B ahais w ith  Mr. Sprague ac ted  as h o s ts  
to  th e  s tu d e n ts  and f r ie n d s  in  th e  garden of Mozha. They sp read  a f in e  
ta h le  under th e  shade o f th e  t r é e s , and f o r ty  of us s a t  around i t .  The 
d in n e r  was d e l ic io u s ,  and our A rabian f r ie n d s  d isp en sed  t r u e  o ld - f a s h io n 
ed O r ie n ta l  h o s p i t a l i t y .  D uring th e  day t a b le t s  were ch a n te d , songs 
v<ere sung , s h o r t  speeches were d e l iv e r e d ,  and th e  s p i r i t  o f Bahai f r ie n d  - 
sh ip  was deep ly  f e l t .  A lthough th e re  e x is te d  no outward r e l a t i o n  b e
tween th e  Arab and th e  P e r s ia n  B a h a is , y e t  th ey  conversed  as though they  
belonged to  th e  same fa m ily . A fte r  d in n e r  we were d iv id e d  in to  sm all 
groups and walked th rough  th e  lo v e ly  p ark  w ith  th a t  s p i r i t u a l  jo y  and 
hap p in ess th a t  i s  on ly  in  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  B a h a is . On our r e tu r n  
we found th e  samovar b o i l in g  and th e  te a  p rep a red  by th e  magic hands o f 
the f r ie n d s .  One o f  the  h o s ts  to ld  us how he was a t t r a c te d  to  the 
c a u se . "Three y ea rs  ago a s im ila r  p ic n ic  was h e ld  h e re  on th i s  very  
sp o t by the  B ah a is , I  p assed  by , and lo o k in g  a t  th e se  peop le  saw such 
a d iv in e  h ap p in ess  in  th e i r  fa c e s  I became cu rio u s  and s t a r t e d  to  ask 
q u e s t io n s .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  I  o b ta in ed  the  r a r e  p r iv i le g e  o f e n te r in g  
in to  the  kingdom o f B a b a ^ o 'l la h . How of a l l  th e se  men who a re  p a ss in g  
by , lo o k in g  a t  us w ith  cu rio u s  e y e s , th e re  may be some who w il l  become 
B ahais two y ea rs  from, now, l i k e  m y se lf ,"

When we re tu rn e d  home we found th e  M aster re v e a lin g  t a b le t s  in  
the garden . M irza Móneer was re c e iv in g  h is  d i c t a t i o n .  Then s e v e ra l 
men were p e rm itte d  to  go in to  h is  p re s e n c e . Then he s e n t  fo r  th e  s t u 
den ts  because th ey  had n o t seen  him in  th e  m orning. He spoke w ith  
them on th e  s u b je c t  o f a g r ic u l tu r e  and i t s  p re s e n t need in  P e r s i a .  He 
asked them 'whether such  a co u rse  i s  g iven  in: the B e iru t  C o lle g e . He 
l a i d  g re a t s t r e s s  upon th e  s tu d y  o f s c i e n t i f i c  a g r ic u l tu r e ,  and e n 
couraged them to  become th e  te a c h e rs  o f th e  cause and th e  sp read e rs  of 
the  Bahai te a c h in g s . "You a re  confirm ed! You a re  confirm ed! I expect 
the  appearance o f g re a t  th in g s  from y o u !” he to ld  them a t  l a s t .

One of th e  lo v e ly  p ra y e rs  chanted  by the s tu d e n ts  today  in  th e  
Dosha garden i s  th e  fo llo w in g :

' "HE I S G 0 D t

"0 thou pure  God! Make thou  th is  g a th e r in g  the  candle o f  the 
w o rld , and s u f f e r  th is  assem bly to  become a  ro se  garden and a ve rd an t  
meadow. L et i t s  m eeting become th e  d e le c ta b le  p a ra d ise  and i t s  hor izon  
th e  dawning p la c e  o f the l i g h t s  of the  M e rc ifu l .  Perfume thou the  n o s 
t r i l s  of the d w e lle rs  in  th e  Mount o f  th e  F rien d  w ith  i t s  o d o r i fe ro u s  
.f ragrance ,  and r e jo ic e  th e  h e a r ts  of the  p ilg r im s  o f th e  Holy C ity  of

con tinued



the D esired  One w ith  i t s  am ber-scented, b re e z e . P ro te c t  thou th e se  so u ls  
under th e  shadow o f th e  wing o f thy m ercy, and co n fe r thou upon the  
h e a r ts  an asylum of p r o te c t io n  in  the f o r t r e s s  o f thy m a je s ty , the One 
th e  Most High.,, Shower upon us th e  co n firm a tio n s  o f thy  Abha h o rizo n , 
and bestow  upon us the g races of th y  Supreme C oncourse. A lthough we a re  
a l l  b ird s  w ith o u t f e a th e r s  and w ings, y e t  we have b u i l t  oui* n e s ts  and 
homes in  the  gardens o f  th y  cau se ; we have taken  re fu g e  a t  the th re sh o ld  
o f  thy  o neness, and a re  begging  o f th ee  c o n firm a tio n , h e lp  and a id .
When we look  upon o u rse lv e s  we a re  sm a lle r  than  an atom and le s s  and 
more in f in i t e s im a l  .than a m osquito , b u t when we behold th e  sea  erf thy 
g e n e ro s ity  and l i b e r a l i t y  we see  th e  atoms as b r i l l i a n t  su n s , - nay , 
r a th e r  more b r i l l i a n t ,

"0 thou k in d  G iver! Cover the s in s  of th ese  weak ones w ith  the  hem 
o f  the  garment o f th y  m ercy . Change th e  in d if f e re n c e  o f  th ese  h eed less  
ones in to  th e  essence o f f i d e l i t y ,  wisdom and u n d e rs ta n d in g . G rant the 
s o u ls  a l o f t i e r  e f f o r t ,  and c a s t  an o th e r tum ult in  th e  h ead s , so th a t  
th e y  may s in g  th e  melody o f th e  supreme rea lm , seek  a f t e r  e v e r la s t in g  
g lo ry , long  fo r  th e  d e l ic a c ie s  o f  th e  new w o rld , so a r  toward the  h ig h 
e s t  h o r iz o n , e n te r  in to  the  co n g reg a tio n  o f  th e  A lm ighty, rand become the 
r e c ip ie n t s  o f  the bestow als o f  the kingdom of Abha. Thus th e  dark  world 
w i l l  become lum inous, th e  S a ta n ic  f i ô ld  w i l l  be transfo rm ed  in to  the 
c o u r t o f th e  M e rc ifu l, t h i s  mound o f e a r th  w il l  become the c e l e s t i a l  
heaven , and th i s  t e r r e s t r i a l  globe the e te r n a l  ro se  g ard en .

"V erily  thou  a r t  th e  P o w erfu l, the M ighty, the  H ea re r, th e  S eer!
"(Signed) Abdul Baha A bbas."

In  an o th er t a b l e t  he sa y s :

"0 ye r e a l  f r ie n d s ,  and ye who a re  a t t r a c te d  to  th e  beauty  o f God! 
T his i s  th e  tim e o f  a t t r a c t i o n  and acc lam atio n  and th e  p e r io d  of r e 
jo ic in g  and m errym aking. This i s  th e  morning o f g lad  t i d i n g s .  I s  i t  
no t su ffu se d  w ith  l ig h t ?  I s  i t  n o t lum inous? The cand le  o f the world 
i s  bestow ing  l i g h t  upon a l l .  a s s e m b lie s . The m a n ife s t orb i s  slow ly  r i a ,  
in g  from th e  dawning p la c e  o f  th e  Most H igh . I s  i t  no t g lo r io u s?  The 
B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  and th e  Most G reat Name (may my l i f e  be a ransom to 
h is  b e l ie v e r s ! )  a ro se  in  th e  c i t y  o f s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  l ik e  unto the  ban
ner o f g u id an ce . While he was under th e  chain  he was a h e lp  to  every 
oppressed  one. Prom the m an ife s t h o rizo n  he shone f o r th  w ith  the rays 
o f  t r i a l s  . In  th e  m idst o f  th e  w orld he w ith s to o d  the  a t ta c k  of in 
f i n i t e  p e r s e c u tio n s ,  so th a t  th e se  w ith e red  ones m ight become enk ind le^  
and th ese  ex tin g u ish e d  oneB m ight be s e t  aglow w ith  the  f i r e  o f the loy^  
o f GOD. May we c lo se  o u r  eyes to  b o th  w orlds and be ig n i te d  and bum  
w ith  the  f i r e  o f lo n g in g . I s  i t  j u s t  th a t  we s i t  s i l e n t ,  become speech  
l e s s ,  so rro w fu l and p e s s im is t ic ?  No, by GOD! This i s  n o t the a t t r i 
b u te  o f f a i r n e s s  and g r a t i t u d e ,  b u t th e  essence  o f  u n fa irn e ss  and neg
l i g e n c e , "

Ahmad Sohrab

D i a r y  S e p t  8 , 1 9 1 3  - 2 -
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Ramleh .E g y p t, S e p t. 9 , 1 9 1 3 .

Deal’ .Friends
Would you l ik e  to  g e t the  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f a "blessed t a b l e t  th a t  was 

read  th i s  morning? I t  co n ta in s  a w onderful s p i r i t  and a most s i g n i f i 
c a n t e x p o s itio n  of th e  g en e ra l c o n d itio n s  o f  the w orld a t  th i s  tim e .

H E  I S G O D !
0 thou who a r t  h o ld in g  f a s t  to  th e  pure hem, thou  who a r t  a tw ig of the 
b le s se d  t r e e t

Look thou  w ith  a  deep in s ig h t  upon th e  w orld and th e  in h a b ita n t  
th e r e o f .  I t  i s  an immense th e a te r ,  upon th e  s ta g e  o f w hich most sp e c 
ta c u la r  p la y s  a re  a c te d . On th e  one hand , h e re  thou w i l t  see upon i t s  
p la in  the  v ic to r io u s  and vanquished le g io n s  o f  p r o f i t  and l o s s . There 
thou  w i l t  observe th e  waves o f th e  se a  o f f o l l y  r i s i n g  and f a l l i n g  w ith  
g re a t  im p e tu o s ity . C rie s  a re  b e in g  r a is e d  on every  s id e ,  and th e  agon
ie s  of r e v o lu t io n ,  r e v o l t  aid u n re s t  reach  th e  e a rs  o f p ro g re s s iv e  men . 
There is  a tremendous c la s h  and s t r i k e  between c a p i t a l  and la b o r  and 
war betv/een the  a r i s to c r a t ic e a n d  dem ocratic  ad h e ren ts  i s  c a r r ie d  on r e 
l e n t l e s s l y  w ith  sword and j a v e l i n ,  bow and arrow . The phalanxes of the 
grand army a re  drawn in  b a t t l e  a r r a y ,  each squadron ta k in g  i t s  p o s i 
t i o n .  The w orld ra g in g  armaments and th e  heavy armed a r t i l l e r y  a re  p r e 
pared  in  ev e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  f i e l d .  The d a z z lin g  sp len d o r o f  th e  swords 
o f  enm ity b lin d s  th e  eyes from the most rem ote d is ta n c e ;  th e  l ig h tn in g  
e f f e c t  o f b r e a s tp la t e s ,  th e  b r i l l i a n c y  o f  the lan ces  and the  sp a rk le  
o f th e  b u ck le rs  o f h a tre d  b r ig h te n c th e  gloomy n ig h t  and bew ilder th e  
s i g h t .  In  s h o r t ,  the causes of s t r i f e ,  b a t t l e ,  s la u g h te r  and war are  
made ready  in  th e  utm ost p e r f e c t io n .

On th e  o th e r  hand thou w i l t  observe th a t  from every  house the  
s t r a i n s  and n o te s  of music a re  r a i s e d ,  th e  co n fu sin g  m elodies o f  h a rp , 
l y r e ,  cymbal and f l u t e s  a re  h e a rd , and th e  mad r e v e le r s  are  dancing  to 
th e  tunes w h ile  th ey  a re  in e b r ia te d  w ith  th e  wine o f  th is  v an ish in g  
p le a su re  and jo y .  Here thou  w i l t  see th e  wanton and s o i le d  d e c o ra 
t io n s ,  and th e re  th e  f lim sy  shows o f gold and th e  g ild e d  c la s s  o f c r e a 
tu re s  . There i s  th e  em bellishm ent and lu x u ry  made p o s s ib le  th rough  
i l l i c i t  w ea lth  and money, and h e re  a re  d isp lay ed  th e  r a v is h in g ,  b e a u t i 
f u l  appearances o f th e  m o rta l w orld and ephem eral e x is te n c e .  Prom one 
p a r t  o f the w orld  th e  s ig h s  o f an g u ish , th e  la m en ta tio n s  o f p o v e rty  and 
th e  c r ie s  and agon ies o f m isery  a re  r a i s e d ,  and from an o th e r p a r t  the  
v o ic e s ,  acc lam atio n  and je rem iad s  c a l l in g  fo r  succo r have reached  to  the 
g a te s  o f  h eav en . Here one sees  th e  w eeping o f th e  h o p e less  and l i s t e n s  
to  th e  appeal o f  the o p p ressed ; th e re  th e  trem b lin g  murmurs o f the  h e lp 
l e s s  and harrow ing  w a ils  o f  th e  sh ipw recked in  th e  s e a  o f p e rse c u tio n  . 
The h e a t o f th e  c o n f la g ra t io n  sp read s on a l l  sides}, the flame o f  the 
f i r e  o f lo n g in g  i s  ra g in g  w ith  g re a t  in t e n s i t y ,  and the  tongue o f an 
avalanche o f  c a la m itie s  le a p s  f o r t h .  Here one observes th e  ab so lu tism  
and o p p ress io n  o f  th e  k in g s and th e  u t t e r  th o u g h tle ssn e ss  o f  th e  c a b i - 
n e t  m in is te r s ;  and th e re  one sees  th e  c o n f l i c t  and wax' on th e  b a t t l e 
f i e l d  o f  th o u g h ts  and id e a ls  by am bitious g e n e ra ls ,  s ta tesm en , and the 
a d m in is tra to rs  o f  th e  n a t io n s  and co u n tie s  . They c o n s u lt  t o o t h e r ,  
r.hey scheme, they  p l o t ,  th ey  exchange t h e i r  v iew s; they o rgan ize
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f a la c io u s  e n te r p r i s e s ,  they  f l o a t  su p e rf lu o u s  com panies, they  c i r c u 
l a t e  f a l s e  n o te s ,  they  d e s tro y ; and th ey  la y  th e  fo u n d a tio n  of t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  c a re e rs  .

In  s h o r t ,  when thou c o n s id e re s t  th e  r e a l i t y ,  the  outcome, th e  r e 
s u l t  and f r u i t  .o f a l l  th e se  t h e a t r i c a l  perfo rm ances, thou w i l t  e^e w ith  
thy r e a l  eyes th a t  they  a re  th e  i l l u s o r y  m irages and t h e i r  sw eetness is  
as b i t t e r  p o iso n . A few dayB t h i s  earth B hall r o l l  on i t s  ax is  a n d 'a l l  
those co n d itio n s  s h a l l  "become n o n - e x is te n t , and com plete ly  f o r g o t te n .
But v/hen thou  s h u t t e s t  th in e  eyes to  th i s  dark  w orld , loo k in g  upward 
and heavenw ard, thou w i l t  Bee l i g h t  upon l i g h t ,  a t e r n i t y  onward to e t e r 
n i ty ,  and from e v e r la s t in g  to  e v e r l a s t in g .  Then thou w i l t  see th e  r e a l 
i t i e s  o f  m y s te r ie s . T h e re fo re , happy i s  the  pu re  s p i r i t  who does not 
a t ta c h  h im se lf  to  th e  t r a n s ie n t  c o n d itio n s  and com forts o f th is  w orld  ; 
n ay , r a th e r  does he a t ta c h  h im se lf  to  th e  p u r i ty ,  n o b i l i ty  and grandeur 
o f the neverend ing  w o rld . Upon th ee  be Bahat

(Signed) Abdul Balia Abbas .
This morning I. had g re a t  p le a su re  to  f in d  m yself in  th e  p resence  

o f our beloved L ord . As e v e r , he was k ind  and g ra c io u s , jo y - im p a rtin g  
and dynam ic, lo v in g  and b e a u t i f u l ,  the  su n sh in e  o f  b e a ti tu d e  in  th is  
dark  w o rld , A cablegram  from M a rse ille s  announced the d e p a rtu re  o f 
M rs. E ra se r and h e r  approach ing  a r r iv a l  in  P o r t  S a id .  The Beloved se n t 
a te leg ram  to  Ahmad Yazdi to  re c e iv e  and d i r e c t  h e r to  come to  Kamieh . 
A nother cablegram  from America in q ire d  about h i s  h e a l th .  L e t te r s  from 
Boston and W ashington c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  h a p p in e ss , as w e ll as from 
Germany. The cause in  Germany i s  making sp le n d id  headway, and th e  b e 
l i e v e r s ,  en thused  by th e  p re se n c e , te ach in g s  and example of the M aste r, 
have a r is e n  to  sp read  th e  movement w ith  a d e te rm in a tio n  and s t r e n g th  
never eq u a lle d  b e f o r e .  As he walked back and f o r th  w h ile  I  was read in g  
th e  l e t t e r  from  Germany, he sm iled  and was much e l a t e d ,  "You s e e ,  you 
s e e , I want th e  b e l ie v e r s  to  sp read  th e  ca^se o f Baha’o ’l l a h .  I f  they 
do t h i s ,  d iv in e  co n firm a tio n  s h a l l  e n c ir c le  them from a l l  d i r e c t io n s ."  
Then he r e la te d  th e  s to r y  o f one o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  who d id  n o t a c t  a c 
co rd in g  to th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  cau se , and how he was brought to  a most 
u n fo r tu n a te  and t r a g ic  end; and a lth o u g h  h e , the  M a ste r , has a lre a d y  
helped  h is  son tw ice he i s  now in  th e  most d i f f i c u l t  f in a n c ia l  em barrass 
m ent. "The c a u se ,"  he s a id  b e fo re  I  d e p a r te d , "has thrown a  u n iv e rs a l  
r e v e rb e ra t io n  th rough  th e  p i l l a r s  o f  th e  e a r th ,  and th e  d iv in e  power 
s h a l l  e n c ir c le  th e  g lo b e . R e s t thou a s s u re d ,"

Then he s e n t f o r  th e  s tu d e n ts  and spoke w ith  them about the s u p e r 
i o r i t y  o f m o ra lity  in  p r iv a te  and p u b lic  l i f e .  "As you a re  confirm ed 
w ith  th i s  heaven ly  m o ra li ty  o f  Bahai l i f e ,  you w i l l  succeed in  your 
s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d ie s  and ren d e r  g re a t  s e rv ic e  to  th e  cause and to  P e r s ia

This week I re c e iv e d  f iv e  packages o f  photographs from Mr. and Mrs. 
K i l l lus o f Spokane, W ashington, w hich were to  be d iv id ed  between M irza 
Mahmoud and m y se lf . A fte r  making th e  d iv is io n  in  equal p a r ts  I have 
d i s t r ib u t e d  a few o f my own sh a re  amongst th e  s tu d e n ts  and p ilg r im s  .
They were a l l  made happy by th i s  heaven ly  p r e s e n t ,  and th e  h e a r ts  o f many 
o th e rs  w i l l  be r e jo ic e d .  I  a lso  re c e iv e d  some photographs from Consul 
Schwarz of S t u t t g a r t ,  w hich a re  a lre a d y  g iven away to  many b e l ie v e rs  .
In  th is  way th e  W estern f r ie n d s  can im part th e  g r e a te s t  joy  and h a p p i
ness to  th e  h e a r ts  of th e  E a s te rn  f r ie n d s .  In  th e  evening  th e  M aster 
came in  w h ile  a l l  the s tu d e n ts  were s i t t i n g  in  th e  v e ran d a . As he en
te re d  th ey  a l l  ro se  from th e i r  s e a t s .  B efore s i t t i n g  down he s a id ,  "This 
i s  a good g a th e r in g  -  a luminous g a th e r in g , ": He s a t  fo r  te n  m inutes* bu t 
he d id  n o t  speak one w ord. S i le n c e , calm an d e lo q u en t, pervaded th e  whole 
a tm osphere , and when he l e f t  we were q u ite  as co n ten ted  and happy as 
i f  he has g iven  us a long  a d d re s s . Ahmad Sohrab .



Ramleh, Egypt, September 10, 1 9 1 3 ,

Bear F rie n d s :
A lthough we d id  no t see th e  M aster to d ay , y e t we 

were a l l  happy ill  th e  sweet com panionship o f  eaoh o th e r ,  and 
th e  though t o f  H is o lo se  p ro x im ity  to  us* He was no t f a r  
from  u®, fo r  even i f  we do not see  Him p h y s ic a l ly ,  H is S p i r i t  
l i v e s  in  our h e a r t s ,  H is lo v e  s e t s  aglow th e  F ire  o f n ea rn ess  
and His fo rd s  c r e a te  a s p i r i t u a l  e x a l ta t io n .

At noon th e  form er ïre n o h  «onsul o f H a ifa  was His 
g u e s t ,  and in  th e  a f te rn o o n  He toolc a long w alk.

X re c e iv e d  a numb.er o f l e t t e r s  from* America, a l l  
c o n ta in in g  good,-news. (Jhicago and Spokane, Hew York and 
San F ran c isco  and W ashington were w e ll r e p re s e n te d . I am 
su re  a l l  th e  good news w i l l  make th e  h e a r t  of ABBUL BAHA very 
happy. I  hope th e  stream  o f ch ee rin g  news w i l l  c o n s ta n tly  
flow  tow ard th i s  d i r e c t io n ,  I  a lso  had l e t t e r s  from Budapest 
and S tu t tg a r t , ,  London and P a r i s .  In  London th e  b e l ie v e r s  
a re  a lre a d y  la y in g  th e  p la n s  fo r  th e  prom otion  o f th e  ©ause 
d u rin g  th e  w in te r .  The American f r i e n d s ,  I have no doub t, 
w i l l  c a rry  away th e  w reath  o f  triu m p h , and s h a l l  guide many 
so u ls  out o f  th e  d e s e r t  o f  n eg lig en ce  in to  th e  g reen  v a l le y  
and runn ing  stream  o f Bahai F a ith .

I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  I  would l ik e  to  quo te  a few A rabian 
P roverbs whic3h a re  u sed  in  t h e i r  d a i ly  co n v ersa tio n *  The 
Arabs a re  g e n e ra lly  very l iv e ly  and d ram atic  in  th e i r  conver
s a t io n .  T h e ir t a lk  i s  en ric h ed  w ith  num berless p ro v e rb s , 
and i t  i s  endowed w ith  a w onderfu l power o f ex p ress io n  and 
p o e tic  id iom . They a re  s im p le , y e t  winsome, g ra c e fu l and most 
c h iv a lro u s .

Here a re  some of th e  p ro v e rb s :

"Make n e i th e r  y o u r f r ie n d s h ip  a p re te n s e , nor your 
h a t re d  a m enace,"

"*on*t ask  a  man about h is  o r ig in ;  you can re a d  i t  
in  h is  f a c e . " •

" P a tr io tis m  i s  from f a i t h . "

"The boy i s  h i s  m other*s d o u b le ."

"Beware o f speeoh; a word may b r in g  a f a t a l  en d ."

"A varioe d e s tro y s  what th e  a v a r ic io u s  g a th e r ."
"A r u l e r  w ith o u t j u s t i c e  i s  no b e t t e r  th an  a r iv e r  

w ith o u t w a te r* "

"Man i s  o f te n  an enemy to  th in g s  o f  which he i s  
i l l - i n f o r m e d ."



"There i s  no honor l i k e  p o sse s in g a  good c h a ra c te r ,"

"B isd a in  no t a k in d  a c t io n ,  be i t  b u t to  g iv e  w ate r 
to  one who i s  no t t h i r s t y , "

"Knowledge w ith o u t p r a c t ic e  i s  l ik e  a bow w ithou t a
s t r i n g , "

"Mo p io u s a c t  i s  more beloved by' God than  t e l l i n g  th e
t r u t h . "

"W ithout hope no m other would nurse  h e r  c h i ld ,  nor 
would any p ea san t p la n t  h is  la n d ."

"The young who re v e re  th e  aged w i l l  f in d  rev eren ce  
them selves when th ey  a re  o l d . "

"The nex t b e s t  th in g  to  b e l i e f  in  God i s  to  sympa
t h i s e  w ith  th e  p e o p le ,"

"A t r u e  b e l ie v e r  i s  not co n ten t w h ile  h i s  neighbor 
i s  hungry ,"

■fThere a re  men who a re  keys to  th e  good, and lo ck s
to  e v i l , "

"Avoid v a in  hopes, co n ten t in  p r o s p e r i ty ."

"wisdom l i f t s  up a s la v e  in to  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  p r in c e s 1.'

" H e a r ts , l i k e  b o d ie s , become t i r e d ,  and should  
have r e c r e a t io n ,"

"A w ise  enemy i s  l e s s  harm ful than  a f o o l i s h  ffeiend,"

"Man i s  no t to  be v a lu ed  by th e  ro b es  he w ears, 
bu t by th e  c h a ra c te r  he show s."

"The f a l s e  man i s  a. m ir ro r  to  your f a c e , b u t a th o rn  
in  your b a c k ."

" I f  you cen su re  yonr f r ie n d s  f o r  every f a u l t  they 
commit, th e re  w i l l  come a tim e when you w i l l  have no f r ie n d  
to  c e n su re ,"

The b e a u t i f u l  s p i r i t  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f th e  Arabs 
i s  o f te n  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  ap t in s c r ip t io n  o f welcome en
graved  above th e  g a te s  o f  t h e i r  home. f o r  example:

"Welcome to  him o f  whose approach I am a l l  unw orthy ."

"Welcome to  th e  v o ice  announcing th e  joy  a f t e r  
àonely  m elanoholy ,"
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"Good t id in g s  th in e ;  o f f  w ith  th e  ro b es  o f  sad n ess , 
f o r  know thou  a r t  accep ted , and I  m yse lf w i l l  ta k e  on me 
w hatsoever g r ie v e s  th e e ."

Such a re  th e  say ings o f th e se  men who shower t h e i r  
lo v e  and a f f e c t io n  upon th e  f r ie n d s  and s tr a n g e rs  w ith  a 
w ea lth  o f  co n cep tio n s  and t r u e  k in d n e ss . Those who r e a l ly  
sym pathize w ith  them w i l l  f in d  many b e a u t i f u l  custom s in  
t h e i r  m id s t.

I  w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  a c lo s e  by th e  t r a n s 
l a t i o n  o f a  P ra y e r  from  th e  pen  o f  th e  B eloved;

»HB 13 EL ABHAf

0 thou  K ind, Incom parable Godi
F a m il ia r iz e  th e s e  h e a r t s  w ith  Thy M y ste r ie s , and 

d e tach  them from f r ie n d s  and s t r a n g e r s .  S u ffe r  them to  
d r in k  from th e  ®up o f  th e  Wine o f th e  Morn o f E te r n i ty ,  and 
in to x ic a te  them w ith  th e  G oblet o f  E v e r la s tin g  F e l i c i t y .
These s e rv a n ts  long and y ea rn  f o r  Thee, and th e s e  lo v e rs  a re  
enamoured and a t ta c h e d  to  Thee. They a re  d w e lle rs  o f  Thy 
Mount, and a t t r a c t e d  w ith  th e  Beauty of Thy Face. They a re  
th e  f lo c k  o f  th y  g a z e l l e s ,  and a re  s c a t te r e d  in  th e  v a l le y  of 
r e g r e t .  Send Thou fo  them th e  Message o f  P ro v id eh ce , and 
cause to  descend upon them th e  Angel o f Guidance; so th a t  a 
F rag rance  may w aft from Thy Abode to  th e  n o s t r i l s ,  and an 
E ffu lg en ce  from Thy Face may il lu m in e  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th e s e  
s e rv a n ts ;  th e  im p en e trab le  d ark n ess  be changed in to  l ig h t ;  
and th e  th o rn y  p la c e  be tran sfo rm ed  in to  a ro se  garden .

V e r i ly , Thou a r t  th e  P o w erfu l, th e  see in g  and th e
H e a rin g ."

In  th e  evening  M irza Abul F az l came, and a l l  th e  
s tu d e n ts  g a th e re d  around him, and he spoke to  them about 
th e  e a r ly  ev en ts  o f  th e  Sause.



Ramleh, E gypt, September 12, 1915.

Bear F rie n d s :
S e p a ra tio n  from  th e  f r ie n d s  o f God i s  a d i f f i c u l t  

th in g .  Although by t h i s  tim e we must be used  to  i t ,  having 
t r a v e le d  so much, seen so many c o u n tr ie s ,  and a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
so many B ah a is , y e t  we f e e l  keen ly  when we meet and grow to  
love a number o f th e  b e l ie v e r s ,  th en  suddenly they  d e p a r t ,  
and in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i ty  we s h a l l  never see  them ag a in .
However, in  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  s e p a r a t io n  th e re  i s , one c o n s o la t io n , 
and th a t  i s ;  th e s e  f r ie n d s  go out in to  th e  w orld  a f t e r  a t 
ta in in g  to  th e  M eeting o f th e  B eloved , to  te a c h  th e  Sause, o r 
to  equip  them selves f u r th e r  to  become more u s e fu l  in stru m en ts*  
Thus in  a s p i r i t u a l  sense th e r e  i s  no s e p a ra tio n  betw een 
th o se  B ahais who a re  t r u ly  devo ted  to  th e  Sause o f  God and 
a re  s t r iv in g  in  th e  P a th  o f  R e a l i ty .  S o n seq u en tly , from an 
outw ard s ta n d p o in t we were a l l  v ery  sad when we saw our body 
o f  s tu d e n ts  le a v e  th e  house a f t e r  a perem ptory f a r e w e l l ,  
f o r  th e  s t a t i o n .  The M aster re c e iv e d  them a t  two o 'c lo c k ,  
and im parted  to  them H is l a s t  Words o f  ad v ice  and ex h o rta 
t io n ,  and a t 5 o 'c lo c k  a number of us were e t  th e  s t a t i o n  to
b id  them our l a s t  goodbye. They f i r s t  went to  @airo, to  
s ta y  th e re  one day fo r  s ig h t s e e in g , , and from th e re  v a i l  go 
to  P o rt S a id , to  leave  f o r  H a ifa .

There was a m eeting  a t  K h o ra ssa n i 's  house to n ig h t .  
The f r ie n d s  asked  me to  go w ith  them , b u t ,  as th e  M aster was
no t going  to  b e  th e r e ,  I  p r e fe r re d  to  s ta y  a t  home and watch
th e  b r i l l i a n t  moon out 'o f my window.’ A fte r  a few moments, I  
h ea rd  th e  v o ice  o f Mr. Sprague. The M aster had asked me to  
go to  th e  h o te l  and t r a n s l a t e .  A prom inent R ussian  Sount, 
who u n d e rs ta n d s  S n g lish  and F rench , i s  c a l l i n g  on Him. i n  a 
moment I  was th e r e ,  and im m ediately  th e  M aster p lunged in to  a 
deep and most in t e r e s t i n g  d isc u ss io n ; of th e  two a s p e c ts  o f  
r e in c a r n a t io n ;  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  and th e  u n iv e r s a l ;  th e  r e tu r n  
o f  g e n e ra l and s p e o if ic  id e a s ;a n d  a len g th y  p re s e n ta t io n  of 
th e  lo g ic a l  p ro o fs  concern ing  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a B iv in e , 
Supreme E x is ten ce  an im ating  and e n e rg iz in g  a l l  c r e a t io n .
The Gount was g r e a t ly  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and was going to  ask more 
q u e s tio n s  when th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  b ro th e r  o f th e  Khedive was 
announced. Thus he r e le g a te d  h is  jpther q u es tio n s  to  an o th er 
m ee tin g , and d e p a rte d  w ith  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and p le a s u re .
As I  h e a r ,  t h i s  gount i s  very  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  R u ss ia , and h is  
a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  Gause w i l l  e n l i s t  th e  sympathy o f  many 
prom inent peop le  who have no t y e t  heard  o f th e  Movement. I

I  l e f t  th e  h o te l  and re tu rn e d  home, le av in g  th e  
M aster ta lk in g  w ith  h is  newly a r r iv e d  g u e s t . How im portan t 
i t  seems to  w atch a t  c lo se  range th e  g re a t  ev en ts  which a re  
c o n s ta n tly  t r a n s p i r in g  a t  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs , and t h e i r  magni
f i e d  r e f l e c t i o n s  a l l  around th e  w orld .
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M id s t  th e  co n fu sio n  and g o in g  and coming o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  in c id e n t  to  t h e i r  d e p a r tu r e , I  was t r a n s la t in g  
T a b le t s .  Poj? èhe b e n e f i t  o f th e  r e a d e r s  I w i l l  quote h e r e in  
a few e x t r a c t s :

" S tr iv e  as much a s  ye can so th a t  love and am ity 
may in c re a s e  day by day amongst th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God; a l l  
o f  you may h e lp  each  o th e r  and be ever ready  to  s a c r i f i c e  
your l iv e s  f o r  each o th e r . T his i s  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e
people o f  BAHA."

The fo llo w in g  i s  a T ab le t to  Mr. Horace H o lley , th e  
au th o r o f  th e  Bahai work c a l le d  "Modern s o c ia l  R e lig io n " ;

"HB IS G01Ï

0 thou  son o f th e  Kingdom!
A copy o f  th e  book w r i t te n  by th e e  and forw arded to  

t h i s  Spot was re c e iv e d . The f r ie n d s  a re  engaged in  read in g  
i t .  They p r a is e  and commend your book most h ig h ly  and appre
c i a t i v e ly .  God w i l l in g ,  i t  w i l l  be tra n s la te d " a n d  I w i l l  
l ik e w ise  read  i t .  Thank thou  God th a t  thou a r t  confirm ed 
and a s s i s te d .  Thy aim i s  to  re n d e r  s e rv ic e  to  th e  Kingdom 
o f  Abha, and th y  o b je c t i s  th e  prom otion o f th e  T eachings o f  
BAHA10 ‘LLAH. A lthough th e  g lo ry  and g re a tn e s s  o f t h i s  s e r 
v ic e  i s  no t known fo r  th e  p r e s e n t ,  bu t in  f u tu re  ages i t  
s h a l l  assume most g re a t  im p o rtan ce , and w i l l  a t t r a c t  th e  a t 
t e n t io n  o f th e  most g re a t  s c h o la r s .  T h e re fo re , s t r i v e  more 
and more as much as thou c a n s t in  t h i s  s e r v ic e ,  so th a t  i t  
may become th e  cause o f thy  e v e r la s t in g  g lo ry ; in  th e  Kingdom 
o f Abha thou  mayst sh in e  l ik e  un to  a 's t a r .

Upon th e e  be Baha 11 Abhal

(s ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas."

in  an o th e r T a b le t He says to  Mrs. K i l l i u s ;

"0 thou  who a r t  a t t r a c t e d  w ith  th e  Love o f  Godi
Thy l e t t e r  was l ik e  a m irro r  in  which were r e f l e c te d  

th e  p ic tu r e s  o f  S iv in e  « o n f irm a tie n s . Thou h a s t  a h e a r t  
which i s  tu rn e d  tow ard th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, a s p i r i t  r e jo ic e d  
by th e  Glad T id in g s  o f  God, and eyes illu m in e d  by beho ld ing  
th e  L ig h ts  o f  God. Your aim i s  to  re n d e r  a s e rv ic e  to  th e  
w orld o f  R e a l i ty .  P u re  in te n t io n  i s  th e  magnet o f  heavenly  
a s s is ta n c e  and th e  only  means whereby to  a t t r a d t  g re a t  pow er."

, To an o th e r p e rso n  whose house has been  burned down, 
He r e v e a ls ;

" I f  th y  e a r th ly  house i s  d e s tro y e d , be thou  no t sad . 
May th e  P a la ce  o f th e  Kingdom be u p b u il t !  0 thou  b i r d  o f  
R e a li ty !  I f  th y  t e r r e s t r i a l  n e s t i s  ru in e d  be thou  not
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unhappy, th e  Heavenly Meet i s  u e s tm e e  fo r  th e e . His H o li
n ess C h r i s t , th e  Holy M a n ife s ta tio n s , and th e  A p o stle s  Pos
se ssed  no n e s t w hatsoever in  t h i s  .a o r ta l w orld , hu t in  tn e  
U n iverse  o f  God a g lo r io u s  P a la c e . I t  i s  hoped th a t  through 
th e  B ivine B estow al, on a lo f ty  s t a t io n ,  m  th e  U niverse o f  
God, a r a d ia n t  P a la ce  may he p rep a red  f o r  th e e . C onsider 
t h a t  th e  p a la c e s  o f  form er k in g s  from th e  la y  o f  Aflam up to  
th e  p re s e n t age a re  ravaged  hy th e  r e l e n t l e s s  hand o f Time, 
bur th e  tow ering  P a la ce  o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God i s  o u iI t  
th ro u g h p u ts  e t e r n i ty  and never sub ject, to  d e s t ru c t io n .
R e fle c t c a r e f u l ly ,  and thou  sh& lt observe th a t  a l l  th e  foun
d a t io n s  a re  u p to rn , but th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f the  A p o stles  o f 
( fh r is t  i s  becoming f irm e r  and l o f t i e r  every  day. I t  i s  my 
hope th a t  thou s h a l t  l ik e w ise  lay  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f such a 
lo f ty  P a la c e . The fo u n d a tio n  of t h i s  P a lace  i s  th e  S a i l  of 
th e  Kingdom of God; i t s  g a l l e r i e s  a re  th e  T eachings of 
BAHA'0‘LLAH; i t s  d e c o ra tio n s  th e  v i r tu e s  of th e  w orld  o f 
hum anity, and i t s  r a d ia n t  lamps th e  l i g h t s  of th e  B ivine 
Kingdom. T h e re fo re , s t r i v e  as muehfe.8 thou  o an s t to  quicken 
th e  dead s o u ls ,  to  gu ide th e  e r r in g  ones, to  cause to  d r in k  
th o se  who a re  t h i r s t y ,  and to  in v i te ,  th o se  "-ho a r e  hungry to  
s i t  around th e  Heavenly T able and. p a r ta k e  o f th e  B iv ine P o o d .n



Ramleh, Bgypt, September 13, 1913.

Sear F rie n d s :
Ramleh i s  honored w ith  th e  P resence o f  th e  B ivine 

King. From th i s  q u ie t  summer r e s o r t  o f  th e  m y ste rio u s 
Bgypt, th e  more m y ste rio u s  Power o f  God i s  f e l t  in  th e  u t t e r 
most c o rn e r b o f  th e  w o rld . Men, women and c h i ld re n  belong
in g  to  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and r e l ig io n s  a re  tu rn in g  t h e i r  
a t t e n t io n  to  t h i s  s p o t .  H ere, and nowhere e l s e ,  l iv e s  and 
moves th e  God-man amongst p e o p le , a s  l iv e d  and moved Je su s  
1900 y e a rs  ago along th e  sh o res  o f  G a li le e . H is m ânifioenoe 
and g e n e ro s ity  embrace th e  w orld  o f  hum anity. H is love  
i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e ,  and th e  fo u n ta in  o f  H is sympathy flow s 
w ith o u t in te r r u p t io n .

With t h e i r  b u rd en s , sorrow s and s u f f e r in g s ,  a l l  
th e  c h i ld re n  o f  men come to  Him. With s p i r i t u a l  w ill in g n e s s  
and genuine p le a s u re  He sh o a^ ae rs  une Duraen o f  everyone;
He ch e e rs  th e  despondent h e a r t ;  He in s p i r e s  th e  dow ncast;
He s tre n g th e n s  th e  weak; He h e lp s  th e  poor and He sows th e  
seeds o f  Wisdom in  th e  garden  o f  th e  m inds. With a super
human f o r t i t u d e  He s ta n d s  b e fo re  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  w orld and 
p ro c la im s th e  coming o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God. Ko human being  
oan m easure H is power and g r e a tn e s s .  He le a d s  mankind 
g e n t ly ,  and y e t  w ith  a f irm , u n d e v ia tin g  purpose to  th e  ro se  
garden  o f  R e a l i ty .

Those who a re  endowed w ith  a s p i r i t u a l  in s ig h t  
oan e a s i ly  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  S p i r i t  o f  God i s  moving o ver th e  
w orld , th e  doors o f  th e  Kingdom a re  opened, and th e  Graces 
and B oun ties  o f  th e  Lord o f  H osts  a re  m a n ife s t. Thus th ey  
a r i s e ,  w ith  a sudden aw akening, to  g lo r i f y  th e  L ord , and to  
summon mankind to  th e  Banquet o f  E te rn a l L ife  and E v e r la s t
in g  F e l i c i t y .

T h is  morning th e  B eloved, accompanied by Shoug 
E ffe n d i , oame to  our house and s a t  f o r  about h a l f  an h o u r. 
Throughout H is t a lk  He lau g h ed , th u s  g iv in g  u s  much happ iness 
He to ld  u s  th e  s to ry  o f  a German Consul in  H a ifa , i l l u s t r a t 
ing  how o e r ta in  p eo p le  oome to  a sad end because they  be
l ie v e  in  and love to  h e a r  th e  f l a t t e r y  o f  some sycophan ts .

• In  H a ifa ,"  He s a id ,  " th e re  was a t  one tim e a 
German consu l who became my f r i e n d .  : He used  to  c a l l  on me 
o f te n ,  and I  r e tu rn e d  Mis v i s i t s .  At one tim e , f o r  a whole 
month he d isa p p e a re d . Suddenly 'one day he e n te re d  my room. 
He had a s t i c k  i n  h i s  hand and was lame. *B, Agai how i s  
i t  t h a t  you have no t in q u ire d  about my h e a l th  d u rin g  th e  
p a s t  month? 1 'Why, f r ie n d ,  what has happened to  th e e ? '
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*Yesj*he answered p i t i f u l l y ,  * I  am th e  v ic tim  o f  "B ravoi"
S e t me t e l l  you how i t  happened. The German fo lony  had 
arnáhged a  h a l l ,  and o f course  I  was in v i te d .  The G overnor, 
th e  Judges and th e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  H a ifa  were lik e w ise  in v i te d .  
When th e  program  o f dancing  was over they  had a jumping 
c o m p e titio n . One hy oae they  s t a r t e d  to  jump, h u t in  a 
clumsy m anner. I  saw none of them had le a rn e d  th e  s e c r e t  
o f  jumping a long d is ta n c e ,  h u t I  had. le a rn e d  in  boyhood 
go ing  to  Gymnasium in  Germany. When th e  l a s t  one d id  h is  
jumping w ith o u t re ac h in g  th e  p re s c r ib e d  m ark, I  v o lu n te e red  
as a c a n d id a te . A ll eyes were now on me. My f i r s t  a ttem p t 
was so s u c c e s s fu l th a t  i t  e l i c i t e d  th e  h e a r ty  B ravo Î o f  th e  
G overnor. In  my h e a r t  I  v,ras p le a s e d , and th o u g h t I  w i l l  
jump a g a in  and go beyonll th e  f i r s t  l i m i t .  I went hack and 
b ack , th en  fo rw ard ; I  th e n  r a n , and when I land»d on th e  
o th e r  s id e  such a tum ultuous ap p lau se  was r a is e d  from  th e  
Governor and th e  o f f i c i a l s ;  B ravo; Bravo! rang  in  my 
e a r s .  By t h i s  tim e  I  was p u ffed  up w ith  p r id e ,  and I  
became b l in d  to  my own l im i ta t io n s .  How I  w i l l  show them ,
I s a id  to  m y se lf , what r e a l  jumping i s !  And w ith  t h i s  d e te r 
m in a tio n  I  s t a r t e d  th e  t h i r d  tim e . I  w anted to  jump f u r th e r ,  
much f u r th e r ,  tha t! th e  f i r s t  two tim e s , and so w hensI  landed  
upon th e  e a r th  w ith  a g re a t  ru s h , I  f e l j t  a  most e x c ^ ru c ia tin g  
p a in  in  my r ig h t  f o o t .  My le g  was b roken . I  became un
co n sc io u s , and when I  opened my eyes I found m yself in  bed .
For th e  l a s t  t h i r t y  days I  have s u f fe re d  very  much. Thus, 
you see now how I  became th e  v ic tim  o f the- Bravo! o f th e  
G overnor. 1 How th e re  a re  very many people in  t h i s  w orld  
who w i l l  go th e  l im i t  o f  doing an y th in g , even to  a t ta c k in g  
th e  p u r i ty  and th e  m otive o r  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  
j u s t  to  g a in  a l i t t l e  tem porary  ap p lau se  and B rav o !, 
w ith o u t th in k in g  o f  th e  ru in o u s  e f f e c t  o f  such  a th in g  upon 
them selves in  th e  f u tu r e ,  and th e  lo s s  o f  p u b lic  c o n f id e n c e ."

Then He s a id :

"We have re c e iv e d  many l e t t e r s  from th e  E ast and 
Am erica. I  wonder to  w hich d i r e c t io n  we shou ld  tu rn  our 
a t t e n t io n  f o r  to d a y ."  Seeing a package o f l e t t e r s  in  my 
hand, He lau g h in g ly  s a id :  " I s  t h i s  th e  work thou  h as t
p rep a red  f o r  me? How many h o u rs  d o st thou  want?
I t  seems to  me th e re  i s  no end to  th y  r e q u e s ts ."

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  He d ic ta te d  T a b le ts  in  th e  garden 
to  Shougi i f f e n d i  f o r  a long l i s t  o f b e l ie v e r s  in  Baku,
R u ssia . Tea was se rv ed  w h ile  He re v e a le d  th e  heavenly
T a b le ts .  i n  th e  a f te rn o o n  He e n te r ta in e d  th e  A rabic Pro
f e s s o r  o f th e  American f o l le g e  in  B e iru t .  He spoke to  him 
about th e  u n i f i c a t io n  o f  r e l ig io n s  and th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 
th e  Movement. He went away w ith  new ra y s  o f  l i g h t .



. X'»

Ramleh* Egypt* September 14 th  19

Boar F r ie n d s i-

In  tiie  Garden o f  th e  h e a r t  p la n t  n o t b u t th e  f l 

owers of lo v é . The f ra g ra n c e  o f  th e  h y a c in th e  o f love* th e  p o ten t
.CO hi J»Ht t

in f lu e n c e  o f  d iv in e  hove* th e  aM Ae f f ic a c y  o f th e  s p i r i t u a l  lo v e , 

must c o n s t i tu te  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  l i f e  and conduct o f  every 

Bahni. You s h a l l  know th e  t r e e  by i t s  f r u i t s .  You s h a l l  recog

n is e  a  B ahai, by  ..the q u a l i ty  o f .love  he m a n ife s ts .  With love
. 1 " 1 ■ , i " 1 i

in  our h e a r t s  we a re  en ab led  to  b e n e f i t  hum anity . Love being  

th e  magnet, i t s  p o se e sse r  i s  enab led  to  a t t r a c t  t  he h e a r t s  to  

th e  Kingdom o f  Ahha. T rue lo v e  n ev er changes, and has no s im il

i tu d e  o r th e  shadow of tu rn in g . Love i s  th e  b a s is  o f human# sy

mpathy, and sympathy prom pts us to  be h ind  and com p assion ate  to 

a l l  th o se  who a re  in  sad c ircu m stan ces . With lo v e  the  enevrj 

i s  changed to  a  fr ie n d *  the' C h eerless  i s  com forted , th e  weary 

t r a v e l l e r  i s  lodged* th e  hungry i s  f e d , th e  naked i s  c lo th e d , 

th e  d e s t i t u t e  i s  made,' r i« % - th e  weak i s  r e in fo rc e d , th e  h o p less  

become h o p e fu l and th e  b a rre n  l i f e  i s  made to  blossom  l ik e  unto 

a ro s e . Love i s  th e  g r e a t  panacea f o r  th e  h e a lin g  o f a l l  our so

c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic e v i l s .  Love i s  th e  Holy F ire  en

k in d le d  in  th e  h e a r t s  by th e  Hand of God* The only  love th a t  

i s  a l l-e n d u rin g *  d iv in ly  r e fu lg e n t  i s  th e  love  o f mankind* Let 

th e  power o f  t h i s  ICYé ta k e  p o sse ss io n  o f  ou r b e in g s . L et the 

s e a  o f  t h i s  lo v e  flow  tow ards th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f our h e a r t s .  Let 

th e  ray s  o f  t h i s  Love illu m in e  th e  d a rk  re c e s s e s  o f our m inds. 

L et th e  sun o f t h i s  Love f lo o d  th e  re g io n s  o f  our s o u ls . With 

t h i s  love we con accom plish  an y th in g . Those who have seen even 

a glimmer o f t i l l s  Love w i l l  never, become despondent; w ith  sh in -
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in s  fao ee  and sm ilin g  l i p s  th ey  w i l l  wade through the  storm  of 

d i f f i c u l t y , '  surmount th e  im passab le m ountains o f t r i a l s  and 

reach  th e  g o a l w ith  added s e a l ,  in c re a se d  energy , supreme f a i t h  

and u n f a l te r in g  courage . T h is hove e x a l t s  one’ s id e a l ,  p u r i f i e s  

one’ s m otive end g l o r i f i e s  one’ s thoughts# The Bahais a re  the  

s e rv a n ts  a t  the  C ourt o f  t h i s  hove;- th ey  adore  t h i s  Beloved and 

they ‘pay t r i b u t e  to  t h i s  King, hove, and only lo v e , makes them 

in v u ln e rab le*  With t h i s  tumour they a re  p ro te c te d  from every  a t 

ta c k .  W ith t h i s  .ainny th ey  d e fe a t  th e  h o s ts  o f  d a rk en ss . With 

t h i s  weapon they  g a in  v i c t o r i e s  over th e  c i t i e s  o f  th e  h e a rts*  

With t h i s  to ro h  they  d is p e l  th e  gloom* With t h i s  m edicine they 

h e a l  th e  s ic k , and w ith  t h i s '  w a te r they  a l l a y  th e  t h i r s t y  ones. • 

Out of t i i i s  book th ey  have le a rn e d  th e  M y ste rie s  of God; from 

t i l l s  sp r in g  they  have quaffed  th e  C halice  of knowledge ; toward • 

t h i s  ex a l te d  h e ig h t they  a re  so a rin g , a n d ,in  t h i s  i l l i m i t a b l e  

ocean, they  a re  submerged, th e y  ore  fo llo w e rs  of th e  Lord of Love

whose word, a c tio n  and id e a l  ore s p e l le d  in  Love»-Love fo r  th e
■ #

v/orld of humanity* t h e i r  watchword i s  Love* • t h e i r  c a l l in g  i s  

Lore, and t h e i r  a v o c a tio n  i s  Love# th ey  e a t  Love, they  d r in k  

Love, they  a re  c lo th e d  w ith  Love and have t h e i r  e x is ta n c e  th ro -  

ugh t Love* th ey  have known th e  Source of  Love, and Love has  

mode them free*  They love  God, and they  love  mankind* th ey  love 

God’ s c r e a tu r e s .  With t h i s  om nipotent power th ey  have a r i s e n  to

se rv e  humanity* They demand naffee and th ey  seek no w orldy p o s i-
/

t io n .  In  a l l  t h e i r  t r a n s a c t io n s  n n d d ea lln g s , Love i s  t h e i r  in s 

t r u c to r ,  Love i s  th e  m entor. Love i s  th e irg u id e . th e y  love  to  

l iv e  a  l i f e  o f s im p l ic i ty ,  p ra y e r fu ln o s s , h e lp fu ln e s s  and s e rv ic e  

they  h a te  c a n t and thyy adm ire r e c t i tu d e  and manly i n t e g r i t y .



. 3.
September 3,4th, 1913* '

For them 'th e re ' i s  ah e ly s ia n  garden  o f  jo y  and

h ap p in e ss» . w h e r e 'm e n ;^  lo v in g ly  and n o t ' a ' ch a rn e l

house o f g r i e f  ©nd sorrow< i o t e  i s  peace» pease i s  con ten tm ent, 

contentm ent i s  l ig h t*

!?his m om lng I  w a s 's a i le d  in to  th e  .P resence of 

th e  King o f .Love* h e  h as  ta u g h t u s ^ a t^ l iO V e  is*  and how we shou ld  

g a in  more c a p a c ity  to  hetowe ..th® :euBtediaa»' o f l o v e .  He c a l le d  

Khosro to  b r in g  him  a |  sm all! cup o f  c o f fe e , and when i t  was se rv ed ,

• w ith  a  tw in k le  i n  h i s / d i v t t t e : ; ; ^  “Who says th a t  M irsa

/ihmad does h o t  d r in k a O U p  o f  o o ffe e l B ring  h im 'a  cupJ“ The he 

d ic ta te d  s e v e ra l  long  and w o n d e rfu l 'T a b le ts  for  th e  German B e lie v e rs . 

He was e s p e c ia l iy  p le a se d  w ith  th e  l e t t e r  o f  h i s s  Alma Knobloch, 

and w ith  h e r  8 p le h 4 Í 4 ''^ ? ^ ,'Ý^ s e v e ra l  German C i t ie s .  He o rd ered  

th e  t r a n s la t io n  Of i»e»;■ «éni1̂; to  a l l  p a r t s 'o f  th e  O rien t

He s t a r t e d • to  '.d ic ta te ''d 1 T ^ l e t ; : , :,fo r 'h e r*  wO thou H era ld  o f  the 

Kingdom o f  Abhat Then h e  s a id  to  me* “T ru ly  She i s  a  h e r a ld  o f  th e  

Cause o f God# She has, won t h i s  t i t l e  by th e  m e r i t  o f h e r  n o b le  

work in  g u id in g  th e  so u ls f*  Then he con tinued  At t h i s  tim e M irza 

Á lia ;A kbar wasannouhced^^^^i^^ H a ji  B ia s . Laughihgly he ... ..

■ r e la te d  to  us th e  s to r y  Of a p o o r  man who had  come in  'the morning 

and would n o t  go from  th e  door u n le s s  h e  was g iv en  something* He 

was an in h a b i ta n t  o f  A90». 'Was s tra n d e d  in  A lex an d ria  and wanted 

to  go back* The U a s te r  told him  h e  had  no money* The man would n o t 

l i s t e n  to  any such excuse* F in a l ly  th e  f a s t e r  borrow ed &xip E n g lish  

pound and gave i t  to  him* “He was ta lk in g  so lo u d  and making such 

a  oommoticn th a t  I  had  to  g iv e  him th e  money!* The Beloved s a id .
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In  th e  evening  we had  j u s t  f in is h e d  our d inner 

when th e  l la s te r  e n te re d  th e  room. T hinking  we were y e t  e a tin g , he 

commanded us td  he s e a te d , and went o u t. I t  was u s e le s s  to  beg 

Him to  come hack because we had  r e a l l y  f in is h e d .  Thus we were 

d ep riv ed  o f  th e  l i g h t  o f  H is P re sen ce , th e  music o f H is v o ice  

and th e  in s p i r a t io n  o f H is Word.
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Dear P r ie n d s :

Hot We do n o t see th e  M aster to-day* In  th e  mor

n ing  he was busy re a d in g  h ie  l e t t e r s ;  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  he d i c t 

a te d  T ab le ts , f o r  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  v a rio u s  p a r te  o f  P e r s ia ;  in  

the  evening he gave a  long# in t e r e s t i n g  In te rv ie w  o f  more than  

two h o u rs  to  tY/Q co rresp o n d en ts  o f A rabic D a i l ie s  in  Carlo* We 

were s ta n d in g  n ea r th e  door tef th e  V ic to r ia  H o te l ex p ec tin g  him t 

to  come ou t when th e  in te rv ie w  was ended* About 10*30 P.M. we saw 

him descending  th e  s ta i r s *  He was f e e l in g  w e ll b u t a  l i t t l e  tire d *  

He s a id  a few words and th en  pasadd by, w alking e r e c t  and w ith  

d iv in e  d ig n ity  tow ard th e  house . We re tu rn e d  home and a f t e r  an hour 

re a d in g , r e t i r e d  to  our beds*

I f  you would l i k e  to  h e a r  th e  to ry  o f th e  King 

and th e  th o rn -p ic k e r  a s  r e l a t e d  to  me by r .f r z a  J a l a l  Bina, I w i l l  

be g la d  to  f a l l  in to  lin e *  The m oral o f i t  must be gu^sed by your 

s e l f i

"Once upon a  tim e th e  k ing  o f th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  i. 

the  N orth went ou t hunting*  While he was chasing  a  d ee r he f o r 

go t a l l  about h i s  r e t in u e  and ro y a l  t e n t  and charged h i s  s te e d  

th rough  g len  and d a le , th e  d ee r ev er evading  him by le a p in g  from 

crag  to  crag* Suddenly th e  k ing  r e a l i s e d  th a t  he was f a r  away from 

h is  s e rv a n ts ,  th e  m id-day sun was pouring  down i t s  h o t ra y s  upon 

h i s  head* He looked  around and to  h i s  amazement i t  was a  v a s t  

d e s e r t  f u l l  o f  th o rn s  and ttr ia rs*  Then in  th e  f a r  d is ta n c e  he 

sp ie d  w ith  h i s  g la s s  an o ld  man p ic k in g  th o rn s . The o ld  man was 

a l i t t l e  s t a r t l e d , '  and looked up. *lho a r t  thou?* th e  k in g  asked
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' I  am a  poor th o rn  p ic k e r .  I  m a in ta in  a  la rg e  fam ily  by s e l l in g  

th e se  th o rn s  in  th é  c ity * *  *How many tim es a week d o s t thou  come 

h e r e .? 1 *OhJ I  come ev e ry  day. I f  I  m iss a  day my people go hung» 

ry .  * 'B u t s u re ly  thou  a r t  n o t eq u a l to  t h i s  h a rd  w ork*’ ' t h a t  

e ls e  can I  do?* 'Gome* ay  b ro th e r# * th e  k in g  answered, as he 

ex tended  to  him h i s  hand} * I f  th o u  d o s t l i s t e n  to  me and obey 

a l l  try o rd e rs  I  w i l l  make th ee  th e ” r i c h e s t  man In  th e  w orld . I  

w i l l  te a c h  th e e  th e  s e c r e t  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h e ras  s to n e , which 

tran sm u tes  th e  b a s e r  m eta lo  in to  g o l d .1 'A l l  r i g h t )  X w i l l  

follow - and obey th ee  under a l l  c irc tw is tonces. '  *But thou must 

f i r s t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  ro ad  i s  f u l l  o f  te m p ta tio n s . Thou m ust 

look  n e i th e r  to  th y  r i g h t  n o r  to  thy  le f t#  n o r sh o u ld s t thou 

l i s t e n  to  anyone b u t renouncing  a l l  th in g s  ever fo llo w  me. * 'Yea! 

Yea) I  w i l l  do an y th in g  thou  d o s t command m e.1 'V ery w e ll ,  ‘̂hen 

come! I  am w i l l in g  to  g iv e  th ee  a  t r i a l .  ' The th o rn -p ic k e r , 

throw ing away h i s  sim ple long s t l l e t t e  w ith  which he used, to  

cu t h i s  th o rn s , s t a r t e d  to  fo llo w th e  k in g , ^ o r  an hour they  walk

ed, u n t i l  th ey  reach ed  a  d e s e r t  which was sh in in g  w ith  th e  ra y s  

o f  th e  sun. The o ld  man asked  th e  king} *Ihy i s  t h i s  s o i l  so 

b r i l l i a n t ? '  'The ground o f t h i s  d e s e r t  i s  o f s i l v e r , '  th e  k ing  

answered* ’Oh) Chi Can I  n o t f i l l  my p o ck e ts  w ith  i t ? '  he c r ie d  

ou t a l l  ex c item en t, 'B id  I n o t t e e l  th ee  thou w i l t  encoun ter tem

p ta tio n s*  ’.She ôld...man^beingt ; th u s  2*ebuked f o r  h ie  ap p a ren t f o r 

g e t  f u ln e s s ,  became s i l e n t ,  and d id  n o t say anything} b u t in  h i s  

h e a r t  was co v e tin g  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f suoh f r e e  abundant w ea lth ,

In  o rd e r  to  keep h ie  mind away from h i s  s e c r e t  th o u g h t, th e  k ing
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t r i e d  to  e n t e r t a in  him with various k in d s  o f  co n v e rsa tio n  u n t i l  hey  

p assed  by t h i s  p la in  and e n te re d  another*  th e  s o i l  o f which was 

a  d a s s l in g  y e llo w  color»

’Vihat i s  t h i s ? '  th e  th o rn -p ie k e r  asked* with, b lin k in g  

eyes, ‘ th e  s o l id  o f t i l l s  plain i s  o f  g o ld ,»  'G old! Gold! my 

goodnessl fh e re  i s  so much gold s c a t te r e d  here* and X am so u t t e r l y  

>so m ise rab ly  poor, and my fam ily  always h a l f  s t a r v e d . '  H a lf  b e n t, 

in c l in e d  by en u n c o n tro l la b le  d e s i r e ,  h e  was go ing  to  g rab  a  nug

g e t ,  when th e  k ing  took  him by th e  hand, ’Come, come* my b ro th e r !

X s h a l l  make th ee  so r i c h  th a t  thou  w i l t  n o t deign to  look  a t  a 

m ountian o f gold»* 'W e ill I  d o n 't  know howl Here ï  see so much, 

g o ld ,, a  pocket f u l l  o f  which w i l l  make me r i c h  beyond my fo n d e s t 

dream s»' ‘Do n o t l i s t e n  to  th e  su g g e s tio n s  of th y  h e a r t .  ï h i s  

d e s e r t  g o ld  i s  n o th in g  compared to  th e  t r e a s u r e s  which a re  w a it

in g  t h e e . '  *1 w i l l  w a it  and s e e . '  At l a s t  they  c ro sse d  th e  des

e r t ,  b u t th e  o ld  man was moody, h i s  eyes wandered to  th e  r i g h t  

and to  th e  l e f t ,  lo o k in g  a t  th e  immense amount o f  go ld  d u s t s c a t 

te re d  over th e  p la in ,  f i n a l l y  th ey  e n te re d  a n o th e r  d e s e r t .  Here 

t h e i r  eyes were alm ost b lin d e d  by the  d azz lin g  b r i l l i a n c y  every 

w here. 'V/hat i s  t h i s  p la in  made of? P le a se  t e l l  me a t  once. ’ ïh e  

o ld  mini asked o rg o r ly . X have n ever seen any th ing  l ik e  i t  in  a l l  

my l i f e . ’ ’ûhl th e  k ing  answered q u ite  culr.£y* 'n o th in g  e s p e c c ia l ly  

v a lu a b le , t h i s  i s  th e  diamond p la in .* '  'Diamond! h i s  eyes were about 

ready to  f a l l  Out Of t h e i r  so c k e ts , ‘X have h ea rd  th a t  i t  i s  th e  

moot p rec io u s  gem in  th e  w orld . S u re ly  you w i l l  p erm it me to  f i l l  

a t  l e a s t  one Of lay p o ck e ts  w ith  th e se  p r ic e le s s  s to n es! J u s t  th in k  

how one of them w i l l  make me q u ite  independen t! ' *Ho, b o r th e r ,
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Thou must n o t a o t l i k e  a  ch ild »  On t h i s  p ilg rim ag e  thou cansti m ot

c a rry  an y th in g  w ith  thee* Thou must n o t s o i l  thy  wings w ith  w ate r

end c la y , o th e rw ise  thou  W ilt n o t  he ab le  to  see and roach  th e  
h e ig h t .  With much p e rsu a s io n  th e  o ld  man was a t  l a s t  p rev en ted

from lo ad in g  h im s e lf  w ith  diamonds* and by and by they  were out 

of t l i la  p la in  to o . Mow i t  was n e a r ly  sunset*  when lo i  on th e  

edge of Hie w este rn  h o r iz o n  they  saw a  w onderfu l body o f w ater 

shimmering under th e  l a s t  ra y s  o f th e  sun . The -king p o in te d  i t  

o u t to  th e  o ld  man w ith  an e x u l ta n t  c ry ; »Lookl- d o s t thou  see th e  

ocean ly in g  b e fo re  us? T his i s  th e  sea  o f th e  jh i l o s o p h e r 's  s to n e , 

one drop o f w hich w i l l  transm ute  a l l  th e  b a se r  m e ta l in to  th e  p u re 

s t  g o ld .1

The o ld  man was, however, by t h i s  tim e ex trem ely  

t i r e d ,  and as he was th in k in g  in  an absen t-m inded  way how to  answer 

the  k ing , he saw an o th e r th o rn  p ic k e r  who was a f r ie n d  o f h i s ,  app

ea rin g  on th e  scene . ’iBhat d o s t thpu do h e r e , ’ he asked . 'Today*, 

he s a id , 1 s e v e ra l  members o f our g u i ld  went on a  s t r i k e ,  so a  lo ad  

of th o rn s  i s  f e tc h in g  a  h ig h  p r ic e  in  th e  p i ty .  Oom a lo n g  w ith  mel 

he two a l l  our liv e s*  have been non-union  members, and f o r  th e  

n ex t two or, th re e  days* b e fo re  th e  fcrike i s  s e t t l e d ,  we can make 

a  n ic e  p r o f i t  by su p p ly in g  th e  c i t i z e n s  w ith  th e  n ec e ssa ry  f u e l . * 

The o ld  th o rn  p ic k e r  g o t  Very much e x c ite d : over th i s  unexpected 

nows, and f o r g e t t in g  th e  k in g , th e  ocean of th e  p h ilo s o p h e r 's  

s to n e , and th e  in e x h a u s tib le  fo r tu n e  aw a itin g  him, tu rn ed  back.

The k in g , p i ty in g  t h e i r  ig n o ran ce , c r ie d  ou t a f t e r  them* prom ising  

th a t  he would make b o th  r i c h  beyond t h e i r  dream s. The younger
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meal h e s i t a t e d  f o r  a  moment « b u t th e  o ld e r  man would n o t l is te n *

He s a id ,  *he h as  f o i l e d  me a l l  day, and now he i s  going  to  make 

an o th e r £ 0 0 1  o u t o f  you* ■%*% uo ru n  q u ick ly  b e fo re  ho p ersu ad es 

us to  ag a in  obey and fo llo w  him* *

"For two days th ey  g a th e re d  s e v e ra l  lo ad s o f  

th o rn s , hoping th a t  th ey  would s e l l  a t  t h e i r  own p r ic e s  and be

come independen t and r i c h ,  h u t  when th ey  e n te re d  th e  c i t y  they  .1*» 

am ed  to  t h e i r  u t t e r  dismay th a t  th e  p r ie d  was oven low er th an  i t s  

c u r re n t s ta n d a rd , because th e re  had  n ev er been such a  th in g  a s  a 

s t r ik e  among th e  th o m ^ p ick e rs#  and th e  in fo rm a tio n  g iven  to  the  

young man was based  upon hearsay*  Then th e  o ld  man remembered 

■trie k in g , th e  p la in s  o f s i l v e r ,  g o ld  and diamond, and th e  ocean 

o f the  p h ilo so p h e ra s  s to n e . W ild ly  he ran  out o f th e  c i ty ,  se a rc h 

ed end sea rch ed  a l l  th e  neighborhood p la in s ,  b u t he cou ld  n o t f in d  

a  t r a c e  o f  th e  king* E v ery th in g  had  d isap p ea red  l ik e  m agic. Then 

h® s a id  *Why d id  I  l i s t e n  to  an o th e r man? Why d id  I  n o t obey th e  

k ing? Why d id  I  d ep riv e  m yse lf o f  such a h eaven ly  t r e a s u ry ? ’ Thus 

he was rebuk ing  h im s e lf  as he co n tin u ed  h i s  se a rc h , ev e r hoping  • 

to  f in d  th e  k in g .*

Ahmad pohrab*
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Rawleh, Egypt» September 17 th , 1913

Dear F rien d s

’’A ll  th e  p a la c e s  th a t  a re  h u l i t  a re  s u b je c t  to  d e s t r u c t 

io n ; excep t th e  p a lace  o f Love.* which I s  f r e e  from d e m o lit io n .”

Ab long as Love i s  th e  r u l e r  o f th e  h e a r t s ,  no d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  

between th e  in d iv id u a ls*  b u t when i t  i s  re p la c e d  by in d if fe re n c e  

and i l l - f e e l i n g ,  th en  .the f i r e  of Love i s  e x tin g u ish e d . In  o rd er 

to  remove th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of any s tra n g e n e s s , v/o must over lo o !  

to  th e  h ig h e r  p r in c ip le s  o f th e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  which b in d s  to g e th e r  

a l l  hum anity . For a  l i f e  i s  indeed  s t e r i l e  u n le s s  i t  p roduces the 

F r u i t s  o f Love, a Love which b reak s  th rough  a l l  th e  w a lls  of n a t 

io n a l  and r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e s ,  e n te r in g  upon -the flow ery  p la in  of 

U n iv e rsa l Brotherhood* The S p i r i tu a l  P a lace , the  fo u n d a tio n  of 

which i s  th e  Love o f Cod* i s  n ev e r l a id  w aste , b u t r a th e r  day by
I .

day i t s  s o l i d a r i t y  and b eau ty  become more v i s i b l e  and c w.'ongiy 

marked* Hie P a lace  o f th e  Bahai L ife  w i l l  n ever be d e s tro y e d . 

Because i t s  supreme -A rch itec t i s  Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  i t 3 b u ild e r  i s  Abdul 

Belie, i t s  masons a re  th e  e l e c t  of God, i t s  la b o re r s  a re  th e  f r ie n d s  

of God Who a re  f irm  in  th e  Covenant, i t s  fo u n d a tio n  i s  the u n a l te r 

ab le  Law o f God; i t s  cement I s  th e  Love of God, i t s  w a te r i s  th e  

b lood  of m a rty rs , i t s  c o n s tru c tiv e  m a te r ia ls  a re  the  p r in c ip le s  

o f A bsolu te  R e a l i ty ,  i t s  rooms a re  th e  R e lig io n s  of God, i t s  l i g h t  

i s  th e  Sun of R ig h teo u sn ess , i t s  d e c o ra tio n s  a re  th e  v i r tu e s  of 

th e  w orld o f hum anity, i t s  im p e rish ab le  f lo w ers  ore th e  g lo r io u s  

a t t r i b u t e s  o f D iv in ity , and i t s  d w e lle rs  a re  the people o f Baha.

I t  s dome s h a l l  re ac h  to  th e  h e ig h t  o f heaven, and i t s  fo u n d a tio n s  

to  th e  seven th  s t r a t a  o f  th e  earth*  Men and women from th e  E as t 

and West* H orth and South, a re  d a i ly  working' on th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f
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t h i s  Palace# With a  n o b le  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e *  w ith  u n p a ra l le le d  en th 

usiasm , w ith  c o n f id e n t s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  th ey  a re  c o n t in u a l ly  addin-:, 

nev; p a r t i t i o n s  to  t h i s  h eav en ly  Palace*  They do n o t r e s t  f o r  one 

moment, n e i th e r  s le e p  n o r w ea rin e ss  o v e rtak e  them. The rew ard  of 

th e  la b o re rs  i s  w ith  Baha*o1 H ah* Tor them s p i r i t u a l  t r e a s u re s  a re  

d e s tin e d , and in e s tim a b le  b o u n tie s  a re  p rov ided . Are they  n o t j o i n t  

p a r tn e r s  in  th e  b u ild in g  o f th e  P a la ce  of in te r n a t io n a l  Peace and 

a r b i t r a t i o n ,  th e  e d id ic e  o f  th e  e q u a l i ty  of humroi r i g h t s  and th e  

s t r u c tu r e  o f th e  economic» ad ju stm en t of a l l  th e  in e sca p ab le  -problems 

of t l i i s  modern era# 'de a re  a s su re d  by our D ivine A rc h ite c t , whose 

knowledge i s  undoubted and v/hose .a u th o r i ty  i s '  unquestio n ed , th a t  

the- v o lc a n ic  ev en ts  o f  th e  tim e and th e  co rro d in g  e f f e c t  o f th e  com

ing  ages s h a l l  n o t in  th e  l e a s t  le av e  t h e i r  im press upon t h i s  s p i r i t 

u a l  P a la c e ; f o r  i t  i s  b u i l t  upon th e  rook  o f ages, and n o t upon th e  

sh if tin g g e o n d s  o f p u b lio  opin ions*  To day th e  Beloved had a  s l i g h t  

f e v e r ,  j n o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s  h e  w ro te  many T a b le ts  f o r  th e  b e l ie v e r s  

o f  / 0 0 a  w ith  h i s  own hand , lie re c e iv e d  .the newly a r r iv e d  b e l ie v e r s  

K ir  Sayad H o sse in , a f in e  young man, a  g rad u a te  from th e  B e iru t 

C o llege , i s  o f th e  Afnans ( th e  r e l a t i v e s  of th e  Bab) and th e  son 

o f th e  s i s t e r  of th e  Beloved— th e  d au g h ter of Báha’ o 1111;l i  whose 

husband* s name i s  H a ji M ir Say ad A ll Afnau, l iv in g  a t  t h i s  tim e in  

H a ifa . Of course  he l iv e s  in  th e  house o f  th e  P la s te r , The r e s t  o f 

th e  'boy s tu d e n ts  a re  expected  to  a r r iv e  tomorrow* In th e  a fte rn o o n  

the lias t e r  passed  by th e  ho u se , end v/ent to  th e  gard en . He s tay ed  

th e re  fo r  more than  an h o u r, t e l l i n g  s e v e ra l  s to r i e s  to  K a ji M a s , 

who was in  h i s  P resence* On h i s  r e tu r n  ag a in  v/e met him fo r  a  glim pse
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How d i f f e r e n t  a re  thoao  days compared w ith  th o se  w onderfu l days 

in  .America and Europe, when we were a t  a l l  tim es bask in g  under th e  

sunsh ine  o f H is P resenceJ

TICS C HBISTIAK CCHMON^MM i s  p u b lish in g  weekly a r t i c l e s  

and th e se  ture r e g u la r ly  t r a n s l a te d  in to  P e rs ia n  and c i r c u la te d  in  

the  C rie n t f o r  th e  knowledge of our .Eastern f r ie n d s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  

August numbers on th e  P riso n  E xperience of Abdul Baida. The Beloved 

has oftonexxjressed  the w ish th a t  th e  f r ie n d s  w i l l  se rv e  the cause 

i f  some o f  them su b sc rib e  t o . th e  paper* h ie  o th e r  any a T ab le t was 

re v e a le d  f o r  th e  E d i to r ,  which I  t r a n s c r ib e  h e re , so th a t  i t  may 

encourage th e  f r ie n d s  f u r th e r  to  in c re a s e  th e  Bahai s u b s c r ip t io n .

They can do so th ro u g h  h r .  J o s . H. Kannen; f i r s t l y ,  because he i s  

th e  Bahai C orrespondent Of th e  s a id  paper by the  command of the 

M aster, and second ly , th e  E d i to r 'w i l l  know th a t  th ro e  new sub

s c r ib e r s  a re  B ehais and a re  su b sc r ib in g  to  th e  papers am; a re  doing 

ao a t  th e  ex p ressed  w ish o f th e  M aster. One of th e  l a t e s t  co p ies 

w i l l  c o n ta in  th e  B eloved’s a r t i c l e  on U n iv e rsa l Peace.

1.1 HE 10 GOB.

M0 thou k in d , be loved  f r ie n d J

The co p ies  o f your p e e r le s s  p ap ers  -^lich  a re  in  r e a l i t y  

th e  p ro o fs  of your h ig h  id e a l s ,  th e  e x a l ta t io n  o f your aims and th e  

p r in c ip le s  of the  p ro s p e r i ty  o f 'the w orld o f hum anity, were re c e iv e d . 

T ru ly  I say th a t  t h i s  unique paper of yours .l ik e  unto u c le a r ,  t r a n s 

p a re n t m irro r  r e v e a ls  th e  images o f R e a l i t i e s .  I t  i s  the  r e f l e c t i o n  

of T ru th  th a t  m ir ro rs  f o r th  th rough  th e  pages of th i s  p ap e r. A ll 

th e  B ahais a re  g r a te f u l  and th a n k fu l to  you .on account o f your p r a is e
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worthy in te n tio n s *  The g re a tn e s s  o f th e se  a r t i c l e s  i s  n o t kno?m 

an«l m a n ife s t, h u t in  th e  f u tu r e  th ey  w i l l  g a in  such im portance 

th a t  every  copy c o n ta in in g  an a r t i c l e  on th e  Cause o f B sha* o 1l lo h  

w i l l  he fram ed, p re se rv e d  and hung in  th e  m ost honored p la c e , and 

i t s  c o n te n ts  w i l l  he quoted  hy th e  peop le  o f cu ltu re *  T h ere fo re , 

r e s t  thou a ssu re d  th a t  tlx ou a r t  sowing pur© seeds in  pure ground. 

Ere long they  w i l l  grow and develop  and may h a rv e s ts  w i l l  he g a th 

e red .

Upon th e  he g re e t in g  arid p ra is e !  .

(s ig n ed ) ABDUL 13AHA ABBAS.*'

So f a r  a s  I can judge f o r  th e  p re s e n t,  our s ta y  in  

Romish i s  b rought slow ly  to  a  c lo s e , h u t th e  n ex t p lace  to  he hon

ored by the  P resence  o f th e  Beloved i s  n o t d e f in i t e ly  known* Some 

people t a lk  about h i s  going to  H a ifa . However, he w i l l  he h e re  a t  

l e a s t  one month more. Our summer was a l to g e th e r  v e ry  d e l ig h t f u l ,  

th e  h e a l th  of Hie Beloved was f a i r l y  good and th e  sea  of R e v e la tio n  

was always moving. He was a  source of g r e a t  jo y  to  th e  h e a r t s  of 

many b e l ie v e r s  whd have come from a l l  c o rn e rs  of th e  O rien t to  see 

him and re c e iv e  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  b e n e d ic t io n s . Bay th e  Morning S ta r  

r i s e , ,  shedding i t s  b r i l l i a n t  ra y s  upon a l l  hum anity and sp read in g  

th e  l i g h t s  o f D iv ine O onsoiousness upon th e  w orld!
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ř:eir  F rie n d s ;
When your cup o f  joy  i s  f i l l e d  to  overflow ing  tn e  

t e a r s  o f h ap p in ess  flow  from th e  eyes; one m ight t r y  to  
Keep back th e t  t e a r s ,  b u t th e  em otions become so s tro n g , th e  
s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  so Keen, th e  f e e l in g s  so overwhelm ing, th a t  
i t  w i l l  be im p o ssib le  to  check them. : T his as a c o n d itio n  
th a t  one cannot e a s i ly  d e f in e , e i th e r  in  speech o r m  w r i t 
in g . I t  comes over one a f t e r  th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  o n e 's  most 
c h e rish e d  dream l ik e  a cy c lo n e . I f  a f r ie n d  ask th e e  "why 
a r t  thou w eeping?" thou th in k e s t  how su p e rf lu o u s  i s  t h i s  
q u e s tio n . He may th in k  th a t  thou a r t  unhappy, he may wonder 
a t thy  w eeping, b u t i f  he d iv es  to  th e  dep th  o f h is  h e a r t  
he w i l l  see th e re  th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f th in e  own cond ition*

T his c o n d itio n  i s  a p p l ic a b le  to  th e  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  
to  a f a r  g r e a te r  d eg ree . When souls, are  u n ite d  by th e  
in d is s o lu b le  bond o f th e  S p i r i t ,  when t h e i r  very  l iv e s  flow  
and s in g le  in  each o th e r ,  when t h e i r  h e a r ts  a-re in s p i re d  
by th e  same c e l e s t i a l  id e a ls  and d iv in e  ex p e rie n c e s , when 
they  'become so r e a l  to  each o th e r  th a t  they  s e t a t  nought 
th e  laws o f tim e and p la c e , communing w ith  each o th e r ; th en  
indeed  they  a re  th e  n ig h t in g a le s  o f th e  ro se  garden  o f Ab'ha.

* F a i th  and th e  lo v e  o f th e  Beloved w i l l  form fo r
them th e  two w h ite  w ings o f L ig h t w herew ith they  w i l l  so a r 
h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  tow ard th e  rea lm  o f e t e r n i ty .  What Joy 
and b l i s s  when two such so u ls  meet each o th e r ,  prompted by 
th e  same lo n g in g s , fo llo w in g  th e  same P a th , Keeping g reen  in  
th e  aiysium  o f  t h e i r  minds th e  same s p i r i t u a l  y e a rn in g s .
T h e ir s i le n c e  i s  more e lo q u en t th a n  speech; w ith  one word, 
w ith  one g la n c e , a whole w o rld  o f  though t and c o n v e rsa tio n  i s  
conveyed. H ast thou ev e r ex p erien ced  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  u n i ty ,  
t h i s  d iv in e  a s s o c ia t io n ,  t h i s  a t-one-m ent w ith  a n o th e r  so u l 
o r  w ith  a number o f  so u ls  who l iv e  upon th e  p lan e  o f  s p i r i t 
u a l i t y ,  and who have no o th e r  am bition  save th e  s e rv ie e  o f  
th e  ffause and w inning th e  good p le a s u re  o f  th e  Lord o f man
kind?

Such p e rso n s  a re  th e  s t a r s  o f  th e  heaven o f sanc
t i t y ,  p u r i f i e d  from  a l l  th e  s ta in s  o f  human p a s s io n , and 
r e in fo rc e d  by th e  B rea th s  o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t .  They a re  
pure in s tru m e n ts  in  th e  Hand o f  Sod, co nsc ious o f t h e i r  own 
weakness and i n a b i l i t y ,  and ever r e ly in g  upon th e  Grace and 
Favor o f t h e i r  Lord. They a re  th e  c la r io n s  o f T ru th , and 
th e  an g e ls  o f  Heaven; th e  f r u i t f u l  t r e e s  in  th e  o rch ard  o f 
t h i s  R ev e la tio n ; th e  p e a r ls  o f th e  Sea o f t h i s  l i s p e n s a -  
t io n ;  th e  s o f t  beaming ra y s  o f  th e  Orb o f U nity ; th e  
fo u n ta in s  o f  th e  W ater o f  L if e .
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When H is H o lin ess  C h ris t was c r u c i f ie d  toy th e  
P h a r is e e s  some p eo p le  may have thought th&t a t th e  moment o f 
c rm o if ix io n  He was th in k in g  th a t  in  th e  fu tu re  ages many 
ohurohes and c a th e d r a ls  w i l l  be b u i l t , in  H is liame; b u t th e se  
th o u g h ts  never o ccu rred  to  Him. He was r a th e r  th in k in g  
w hether a few e o u ls  had t r u ly  reach ed  th e  s t a t io n  o f s e l f  
s a c r i f i c e  and p e rso n a l and s p i r i t u a l  p u r i f i c a t i o n .  in  th e  
same manner th e  BAB and BAHA1O'klAH s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  p o sse ss 
io n s  and l iv e s ;  no t th a t  th e  c h i ld re n  of men m ight magnify 
t h e i r  names, and th a t  p o s te r i ty  m ight b u i ld  d ev o tio n a l and 
c iv ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  t h e i r  honor; but th a t  they  may become 
more s p i r i t u a l ,  d iv in e , heavenly  and © od-like; th a t  they  
may become c h a ra c te r iz e d  w ith  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  
s a in t s ,  and u n fu r l  th e  banner of th e  Oneness o f th e  w orld o f 
hum anity . According to  H is ad v ice  we must become in  th e  
image and l ik e n e s s  o f ©od, imbued w ith  th e  c e l e s t i a l  v i r tu e s  
and a t t r a c te d  w ith  th e  Beauty o f H is Face* I t  i s  now h igh  
tim e th a t  we should  c a s t  a s id e  a l l  m ental and s p i r i t u a l  
t o r p i d i t y ,  le a v e  beh ind  our s o p o r i f ic  te n d e n c ie s , and a r is e  
w ith  one im petuous ru s h , and l i k e  u n to  th e  l ig h t  g iv in g  
to rc h e s  gu ide  th e  w andering t r a v e le r s  t h r o 1 th e  n ig h t o f 
u n c e r ta in ty  and s c e p tic ism . The le th a r g ic  c o n d itio n  must 
be shaken o f f ,  so th a t  new b lood  may c i r c u l a t e  th rough  th e  
a r t e r i e s  and th e  v g in s  o f  th e  body. We must go fo rw ard .

T h is  morning th e  B eloved, d re ssed  in  H is b e a u t i f u l ,  
s o f t ,  cream co lo re d  ro b e , w alking l ik e  one o f  th e  o ld  P a t r i 
a rch s  o f  th e  Mosaic B ispensa tiom , o r  even l ik e  un to  Moses 
H im self w ith  H is White Hand o f  Knowledge and th e  Bod o f 
Power, e n te re d  th e  house and th u s  i l lu m in e d  th e  chambers o f 
our h e a r t s .  A fte r  He s a t  down He beckoned us to  be se a te d . 
M irza A li Akbar handed Him a few l e t t e r s  from R u ss ia .
He read  them w ith o u t d e la y , and asked M irza Moneer to  b r in g  
p a p e r, in k  and pen. He d ic ta t e d  answ ers to  each , and 
th rough  h is  answ ers you cou ld  see  how; he ad ap ted  H im self to  
th e  in d iv id u a l  needs and th e  s p i r i t u a l  c a p a c ity  o f  each 
p erso n , and out o f  H is abundant T reasu ry  show ering upon them 
th e  w ea lth  o f  th e  Kingdom o f Abha. Although th e se  b e l ie v e r s  
l iv e  th roughou t th e  rem ote Empire o f R ussia  o r  P e r s ia  o r 
A rab ia , y e t He knows them and they  know Him, How they  hunger 
f o r  and p re se rv e  e fe ry  T ab le t He r e v e a ls  f o r  them, and how 
e a g e rly  they w ait to  h ea r from  Him. One o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
had asked  Him what he should  do, what: co u rse  o f a c tio n  he 
should  ta k e  up. With a tone o f im p a tien ce  in  H is v o ice  He 
sa id :

"W rite to  him to  go to  te a c h  th e  @ause, sp read  th e  
coming o f th e  Kingdom, and h e ra ld  th e  Bawn o f  th e  Sun o f 
R e a l i ty ,  To convey t h i s  Message i s  a confirm ed m a tte r . 
Whosoever a r i s e s  in  t h i  s  s e rv ic e ,  th e  a n g e ls  o f th e  Supreme 
«oncourse w i l l  always a id  him . I t  i s  t r u e  th a t  th e  f r ie n d s  
w i l l  do ev e ry th in g  in  t h e i r  power to  h e lp  a person  who de
v o te s  a l l  h i s  tim e to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f th e  ia u s e ;  b u t l e t  
th e re  be no doubt on t h i s  s u b je c t ,  th a t  in  t h i s  Movement
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th e r e  a re  no r e g u la r  s a la r ie d  te a c h e r s .  A p a id  te a c h e r  
would no t be a b le  to  accom plish  a s  much work as  i f  he were 
in d ep en d en t. We d e s i r e  to  have te a c h e rs  in  t h i s  <3ause who 
s a c r i f i c e  a l l  t h e i r  b e lo n g in g s , p o s s e s s io n s , h e a r t ,  l i f e  and 
s p i r i t  to  th e  fa u s e  o f  God. T h is  w i l l  be very e f f e c t iv e .
The sau se  must be prom ulgated  w ith  d e v o tio n  and p e rso n a l 
s a c r i f i c e ,  and n o t th rough  f in a n c ia l  o p e ra t io n s .*

Then He s a id :

*Y esterday , a lth o u g h  I  d id  not f e e l  w e ll ,  I  w rote 
many l e t t e r s  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  Acca w ith  my own hand.
They a re  o ld  and t r i e d  f r i e n d s . ”

Then He quoted  th e  names one a f t e r  a n o th e r , a long 
l i s t  I  a s su re  you. speak ing  about th e  T ab le t w r i t te n  to  
Abul Gasem, th e  g a rd e n e r , He s a id :

*He had se n t f o r  u s  some pom egranates from th e  
g a rd en , so I  w ro te  him (lau g h in g ) th a t  th e  s h in s  o f  th e  
pom egranates were a s  ro sy  and p ink  as th e  cheeks o f  Jam eeleh 
( th e  g a rd e n e r 's  w ife ) ;  b u t the  f o rm e r 'i s  th rough  th e  c re a 
t io n  o f God, th e  l a t t e r  th rough  th e  power o f  d e v o t io n ."
He laughed a g re a t  d e a l . " I t  i s  n ecessa ry  to  joke now and 
th e n ,"  He s a id ,  " jo k in g  i s  th e  s a l t  o f  c o n v e rs a tio n ."

A fte r  ta lk in g  f u r th e r  on th e  su b je c t He l e f t  u s to  
c a l l  on M irza Abul F a z l . He has no t been f e e l in g  very  w e ll 
f o r  th e  l a d t  few days, and th e r e f o r e ,  th e  M aster has o rd ered  
th a t  he c o n su lt w ith  an e f f i c i e n t  d o c to r .

About two o f c lo ck  th e  second p a r ty  o f  s tu d e n ts  
a r r iv e d  from H a ifa . They a re  f in e  fe llo w s , f u l l  o f  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  th e  flause, and devo ted  to  t h e i r  s tu d ie s .  T h eir 
names a re  as fo llo w s : H abb ibo llah  Khodabaksh; Badi Bosh-
rouayah; Mir J a l a l ;  Mir Kamal; Abul Hassan Khan; Abdul 
A li; and T a ra z o lla h . The f i r s t  two a re  very  b r i l l i a n t  
young men, and pwing to  t h e i r  s u p e r io r  wisdom and in te l l ig e n c e  
they  e x e ro is e  a most s a lu ta ry  in f lu e n c e  over th e  whole s tu 
dent body. They a re  i n  a way th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  whole body 
w ith o u t th e  name o f le a d e r s h ip . B ad i^ is  a v e r s a t i l e  p o e t ,  a s  
w e ll as  H abbb ibo llah . The fo rm er s in g s  most b e a u t i f u l ly ,  
and on account o f  t h i s  advan tage b o th  o f  them have ta u g h t 
a l l  th e  s tu d e n ts  B ahai songs and poems. lio sooner had they 
e n te re d  th e  house th an  th e  atm osphere was changed, and we 
heard  sn a tch e s  o f  songs, now in  s o lo , and aga in  in  cho rus.

A fte r  aw hile th e  M aster se n t f o r  them, and they  had 
a lo v e ly , d h o rt in te rv ie w . He f i r e d  t h e i r  h e a r t s  w ith  words 
o f  encouragem ent, and hoped they would combine l i t e r a r y  
knowledge w ith  th e  p r a c t i c a l  s c ie n c e . From now on they  w i l l



s tan d  d a i ly  in  th e  P resen ce  o f th e  M aster and l i s t e n  to  H is 
genuine ad v ice s .

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  He p assed  "by fo llow ed  by Shougi 
B ffen d i, He c a l l e d  fo r  me, and I  walked beh ind  Him to  th e  
ro se  g ard en . A te leg ram  to  P o rt Said  from th e  M aster to  
Ahmad Y azdi: “Send Mrs. l e a s e r  to  Ramieh" in  th e  m orning,
had b rough t baok th e  answer th a t  she has l e f t  a t  one o*clock . 
He to ld  me to  go w ith  Shougi I f f e n d i  to  th e  s t a t i o n  and b r in g  
h e r  home. We were ex p e c tin g  h e r f o r  th e  l a s t  few d ay s .
I  am d e lig h te d  to  h ea r th e  news*

I t  was a ho t day , bu t the  ro se  garden  i s  always 
c o o l , th e  cause b e in g  th e  blow ing o f a f r e s h  b re e z e . He 
se n t Shougi I f f e n d i  to  b r in g  f o r  Him a b o t t l e  o f  Avian (?) 
w a te r . Meanwhile, an Arab who i s  a la b o r e r ,  came n ea r and 
s a lu te d  Him. ïh e  Arab to ld  a long  s to r y ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  i t  
w ith  poems about th e  so u rce  of th e  M ile , t h a t  i t ; i s  th e  
P a ra d ise  and flow s ou t from u n d er a th ro n e , a s o r t  o f p r e t ty  
leg en d . A few men came and were w a itin g  to  see th e  M aster.
He spoke to  them in  d e t a i l  about t r u s tw o r th in e s s ,  and to ld  
them th r e e  s t o r i e s  out o f  H is own r e a l  l i f e .  l o r  th re e  
hou rs we s a t  in  H is p re se n c e , l i s t e n in g  w ith  r a p t  a t t e n t io n  
to  every word He s a id .

When He l e f t  th e  ro s e  garden  Shougi I f f e n d i  and 
m y se lf  went to  S id i  J a b e r  s t a t i o n  to  re c e iv e  our d ea r  s i s t e r  
Mrs. F ra s e r .  I t  was a b e a u t i f u l  and never to  be  fo rg o t te n  
moment when I  saw h e r  happy facfr ou t o f  th e  window, and th en  
we shook hands and g re e te d  h e r  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  Beloved in  
th e  o ld  coun try  o f  Ig y p t .  A fte r  te n  m inu tes she s to o d  b e fo re  
th e  l e s i r e  o f  a l l  n a t io n s .  She i s  going to  be w ith  th e  Holy 
Fam ily , and I  have no doubt th e  Bahai w orld  w i l l  r e c e iv e  a 
r io h  and v a lu a b le  t r e a s u r e  when h e r  l i a r y  w i l l  be g iv en  o u t. 
She has a p u re  h e a r t ,  an e x c e l le n t  mind arid a t r a in e d  f a c u l ty  
f o r  d e s c r ip t io n .  I s a b e l ,  thy  s t a r  i s  ascen d in g , thy  d e s tin y  
i s  g lo r io u s ,  thy  f a i t h  i s  g re a t  and th y  lo v e  i s  genu ine.

l i a r y  s e p t .  1 8 , 1913 -  4 -



Ramleh, Sgypt, September 30, 1915*

Tear F rie n d s :
I t  i s  te n  o*clock  P. M, I  have ju s t  re tu rn e d  home, 

a f t e r  lyxug ou one shore  o f  th e  M ed iterranean  f o r  more th an  
an h o u r. While my body was ly in g  on th e  s o f t  sand , my eyes 

gazing* a t  one i n f i n i t e  o rb s  o f  l i g h t ;  my s p i r i t  and mind, 
a n n ih i la t in g  tim e and sp ace , were hoidxjag s p i r i t u a l  communion 
w ith  th e  f r ie n d s  feeyond th e  s e a s ,  The n ig h t was d a rk , 
th e re  was no p erso n  in  s ig h t ,  and how my e a rs  enjoyed th e  
sw ish o f  th e  waves, washing th e  shore  and ag a in  re c e d in g .

Here I am, I thought to  m y se lf , and where w i l l  I be nex t y ea r 
on such o. n ig h t?  l i d  I ev e r dream l a s t  y ea r  th a t  I would 
have th e  in e s tim a b le  p r iv i le g e  o f r e tu rn in g  to  th e  .East in  
th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  lo r d  o f  m ankind, and l i e  down on th e  shore 
o f th e  M ed iterranean  in  A lexandria  in  suoh an hour o f th e  
n ig h t?  T ru ly , how a l l  p lan n in g  on our p a r t  seems f u t i l e  
and c h i ld l ik e  compared w ith  th e  g lo r io u s  p lan  designed  f o r  
u s by th e  le s ig n e r  o f  th e  U n iv erse . How o f te n ,  in  a fo o l is h  
f i t  o f p r id e  and h a u g h tin e s s , we p r e f e r  our own pygmy p la n  to  
th a t  o f  th e  A lm ighty, The gause i s  very  g r e a t ,  and our
d e s tin y  i s  very  h ig h . What would I  have been doing a t  t h i s
very h o u r, on t h i s  very  n ig h t ,  were I  in  America? *o you 
know? -?an you t e l l  me? i f  i  p r a i s e  God f o r  a thousand  
y e a rs  I w i l l  no t be a b le  to  thank  Him ad eq u a te ly  f o r  th u s  
ta k in g  me out o f  th e  re g io n s  o f  th e  f a r  West and i t s  a c t iv 
i t i e s  in to  th e  calm and b e a u t i f u l  home o f T ru th  and P eace.
As M irza Abul F az l s a id  th e  o th e r  day: "You a re  now in  th e
sch o o l. t a i l y  you a re  le a rn in g  your le s s o n s , and th e  tim e 
may come when th e  M aster w i l l  send you away to  th e  w orld  to  
c a rry  ou t H is w i l l  and to  se rv e  th e  gauae o f humanity*
I t  was w ith  such th o u g h ts  th a t  I r e t r a c e d  my s te p s .  For th e  
l a s t  few n ig h ts  my a f t e r  d in n e r  e x e rc is e  has c o n s is te d  of 
th e se  s o l i t a r y  w alks and s e l f  co n tem p la tio n .

T h is morning a f t e r  th e  s tu d e n ts  v i s i t e d  th e  Beloved 
we were sen t f o r ,  and he d e a l t  w ith  th e  same su b je o t about 
which He had spoken to  them. i t  was th e  in t e r n a l  c o n d itio n  
o f th e  gause in  T eheran , and th e  h is to ry  o f one o f  th e  be
l i e v e r s .  Then He asked me to  go in to  th e  o th e r  room, and 
to ld  me I  m ight oorne any tim e  to  see  Lua and Mrs. F ra s e r ,  to  
t a lk  w ith  them about th e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  p la n  o f  t h e i r  journey  
th rough  I n d ia ,  and p re p a re  fo r  them a  l i s t  o f  a d d re s se s .
For an hour o r  two in  th e  a f te rn o o n , w ith  Mrs. F ra se r  and 
Lua, we d isc u sse d  t h e i r  approaching  v i s i t  to  In d ia .  The 
form er gave rae a copy o f  h e r  d ia ry  o f  y e s te rd a y , and I  w i l l  
quote h e re  a p a r t  o f i t :

* Suddenly tu rn in g  to  me He sa id :

*#an you not th in k  of a p la n  by which you can put 
me in  some p la c e  and s e c r e t ly  ta k e  me to  In d ia  w ith  you?
What p la n s  have you made f o r  I n d ia ? '
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' I  have no p l a n s , r I answ ered, 'ex c ep t to  obey th e  
w i l l  o f  Abdul B ahai1 Then tu rn in g  to  bo th  of u s  He s a id :

•What w i l l  you do i s  th ey  d is p u te  th e s e  Teachings?

Mia answered". *T s h a l l  tu rn  to  ABBUL BAHÀ and 
c a l l  upon Him fo r  s p i r i t u a l  c o n f irm a tio n . A fte r  re p e a tin g  
th e  G re a te s t Marne I  s h a l l  open my mouth and say what i s  g iven  
to  me to  say .*

•What w i l l  you do i f  they  b e a t you?1

s h a l l  know th a t  th e  co n firm a tio n s  o f  God a re  
descending  upon me.*

•What w i l l  you do in  th ey  pu t you in  p r is o n ? 1

1l  s h a l l  th an k  God th a t  I have walked in  th e  Path  
o f  God, and have been p e rm itte d  to  p a r ta k e  o f  what ABBUL 
BAHA has su f fe re d  f o r  y ea rs i*

He was s i l e n t  f o r  a moment. Then He r a is e d  His 
v o ic e , g iv in g  i t  a d ram atic  em phasis;

•And what w i l l  you do i f  th ey  k i l l  you?*

*1 s h a l l  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  f i r s t  fa v o r  th a t  I ever 
asked o f  ABBUL BAHA has been  g ra n te d . But th e  m inute ray 
so u l i s  f re e d  from my body, i t  w i l l  f l y  to  ABBUL BAHA, from  
whom I hope i t  would n ever be se p a ra te d  th rough  a l l  e t e r n i t y ! 1*

There was a s i l e n c e .  The M a s te r 's  eyes were 
c lo se d . Then He s a id ;

•When one goes out to  te ach  he shou ld  th in k  o f a l l  
th e s e  th in g s . He must be p re p a re d :a t  a l l  tim es f o r  w hatever 
comes in  th e  P ath  o f  God* Muring th e  many y e a rs  I  was in  
p r is o n , each moment we were und er th e  sword. We f e l t  th a t
perhaps tomorrow o r  to n ig h t ,  o r in  an h o u r, o r  on th e  very  
h o u r, an o rd e r  may come from th e  S u lta n  to  ki&& a l l  o f  u s .
We never went to  bed a s in g le  m ight o f  th a t  tim e th in k in g  to  
see th e  m orrow!1 *

In  t h i s  s p i r i t  He d e s i r e s  th e se  te a c h e rs  to  e n te r  
In d ia ,  severed  from aught e l s e  save God, and tu rn in g  t h e i r  
fa c e s  always to  Him* America i s  ren d e rin g  a w onderful s e r 
v ic e  to  I n d ia  in  th u s  send ing  to  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th a t  
oountry  th e s e  m is s io n a r ie s  o f  L ig h t and P eace. The h is to ry  
o f th e  f u tu r e  w i l l  undoubted ly  c o n s id e r  t h i s  even t as  most 
s ig n i f i c a n t  and f a r  re ac h in g  in  i t s  e f f e c t .



I n  tn i»  c o n n e c tio n , l e t  us b r in g  to  o u r minds th e  
good and e x c e l le n t  Baliai work done in  t h a t  oountry  by our two 
very d e a r  b r o th e r s ,  Mr. Hooper H a rr is  o f  Mew York, and Mr. 
H arlan  Ober o f B oston . Both th e se  two b ro th e r s  s c a t te r e d  
f a r  and wide th e  seed s  o f  th e  Bahai @ause in  xoany p a r t s  o f 
I n d ia ,  and t h e i r  memories a re  always k ep t g reen  in  th e  h e a r t s  
o f  th o se  who have seen  o r heard  them . They a re  always remem
b e re d , and t h e i r  s e rv ic e s  w i l l  n ever be fo rg o t te n .  l i k e  
t r u e ,  s tau n ch  p io n e e rs  th e y  worked nobly and f a i t h f u l l y  , 
s tay ed  s e v e ra l  months in  th a t  c o u n try , and when th ey  r e tu rn e d  
they  o f fe re d  many l a u r e l s  o f  v ic to ry  and w rea th s  o f  trium ph  
a t  th e  f e e t  o f  AB*U1 BAHA* With th e  lamp o f  Guidance in  
1$ieir hands, th e s e  new m is s io n a r ie s  o fvL igh t w i l l  soon h a s te n  
tow ard  I n d ia ,  and w ith  th e  v o ice  o f  trum pet they  w i l l  h e ra ld  
a l l  th e  p eop le  to  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, im part th e  Glad T id ings, 

r e jo ic e  th e  h e a r ts ,a n d  d iv id e  th e  p e a r l s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  suscep
t i b i l i t i e s *

i ia r y  s e p t .  2 0 , 1913 -  3 -



Ramleh, Ig y p t,  September 21, 1913.

l e a r  f r ie n d s :
•P le a se  t e l l  me an o th er s t o r y , ” I  as&ed Sayad J a i a l  

S in a , a s  I  s a t  down in  f r o n t  o f  my w r i t in g  t a b l e ,  a l i t t l e  too 
t i r e d  to  w r i te ,  b u t e a g e r  to  l i s t e n  to  some a l l e g o r i c a l  s to ry  
to  w h ile  away th e  tim e .

•Once upon a  t im e ,” he s t a r t e d ,  w ith o u t h e s i t a t io n  
and w ith  w i l l in g n e s s ,  ”a  King o f  a n t iq u i ty  who had conquered 
many c o u n tr ie s  and had r a is e d  th e  F lag  o f  A u th o rity  over many 
c lim e s , became r e s t l e s s  and v ery  d is c o n te n te d  w ith  h is  l o t .
On th e  o ccasio n  o f a Uew Y e a r 's  day , vrhen a l l  th e  C abinet 
M in is te r s ,  l i g n i t a r i e s  o f  S ta te ,  C o lo n ia l G overnors and o f f i 
c i a l s  o f rem ote c o u n tr ie s  had g a th e re d  in  th e  c a p i t a l  to  pay 
t h e i r  homage and t r i b u t e  to  t h e i r  King and Emperor, and w h ile  
he was s e a te d  on h is  diamond studded  th ro n e , w ith  a l l  th e s e  
men s ta n d in g  row a f t e r  row b e fo re  him, he r a is e d  h is  v o ic e , 
ad d ress in g  th e  oonoourse o f  o f f i c i a l s  c lo th e d  in  t h e i r  daz
z l in g  ro b es  o f o f f i c e :

*My beloved  f r i e n d s !  Prom my e a r l i e s t  youth  I  have 
o b ta in e d  ev e ry th in g  my h e a r t  has w ished . I  have had th e  
good fo r tu n e  o f  o b ta in in g  w ise co u n se l from e x c e l le n t  te a c h e rs  
and s ta te sm en . Then, hav ing  a t ta in e d  th e  age o f m a tu r i ty ,  I 
ascended th e  th ro n e  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  my f a th e r .  I  have 
ever s t r iv e n  to  Keep Peace w ith in  th e  v a s t heterogeneous 
elem ents o f  my em pire , and ex t elided th e  b o u n d arie s  o f  our 
p o sse ss io n s  beyond th e  s e a s . The m ighty arras o f  our g e n e ra ls  
have c a r r ie d  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f our government and th e  in f lu e n c e  

o f our laws to  th e  c o n f in e s  of th e  e a r th .  n o tw ith s tan d in g  
th e s e  th in g s ,  I  am n o t c o n te n te d . My h e a r t  lo n g s f o r  th e  
a tta in m e n t o f  an o b je c t whioh i s  to  my m orta l eyes seem ingly 
u n a t ta in a b le .  I  do no t Know what i t  i s ,  b u t I  f e e l  th e re  i s  
som ething f o r  th e  p o sse ss io n  of which I  am ready  to  g iv e  my 
whole em piret The id e a  has o ccu rred  to me th a t  r  may asK 
each one o f  you to  r e l a t e  to  me th e  s to ry  and th e  ex p erien ces 
o f  your l i v e s .  P erchance , th ro*  yotir n a r r a t io n  I  may be 
a b le  to  d isc o v e r  th e  s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  long ing  # h io h  i s  KnocKing 
a t  th e  door o f  my h e a r t . *

p o r s e v e ra l  m inu tes th e  g r e a t  th ro n g  o f people in  
th e  audience chamber f e l l  in to  a deep s i le n c e ,  so th a t  i f  a 
p in  were dropped one c o u ld  h e a r  i t s  n o is e .  They looKed 
f u r t i v e ly  a t  each  o th e r ,  and each wondered in  h i s  h e a r t :  1
*What i s  t h i s  Something th a t  th e  King i s  w il l in g  to  f o r f e i t  h i s  
whole Empire fo r  i t s  p o s s e s s io n ? * At l a s t  th e  Prim e M in is te r  

a ro se  from  h i s  s e a t  and r e l a t e d  a long s to ry  about th e  ex p er
ie n c e s  o f  h i s  l i f e *  He s a t  down and o th e rs  fo llo w ed  him, 

in  o rd e r  o f  su c c e s s io n . A ll th e  w h ile  th e  King shook h is  
head , to u s  showing th a t  th e  problem  had n o t y e t  been so lv ed .
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F in a l ly ,  an o ld  man who had been th e  w ise  m entor and guide 
o f th e  King from  h i s  ch ild h o o d , a ro se  from h i s  s e a t  and 
ad d ressed  him w ith  a  p e n e tr a t in g  and conv incing  v o ic e :

* S ire , I  know th e  o b je c t o f  your M ajesty*s reseaT oh
You a re  long ing  f o r  th e  W ater o f  L i f e ,  th e  F oun ta in  o f which 
i s  s i tu a te d  in  th e  Kingdom o f  la rk n e s s .  I  have been th e re .
I  have seen i t  w ith  my own ey e s , and I  have drunk from i t  
d eep ly . Mow, hav ing  a t ta in e d  to  S te rn a l  You#h, I am bound 
fo r  th e  Kingdom o f L ig h t,*

*0h! Ohi* th e  King exclaim ed , r i s i n g  from h is  
th ro n e  and shaking  o f f  h i s  le th a rg y ,  ’ th a t  i s  th e  th in g  1 
have w ished a l l  my l i f e ,  b u t d id  not know what i t  was.
From t h i s  very  moment X s h a l l  make due p re p a ra t io n s  to  s t a r t  
a f t e r  i t s  s e a rc h . X w i l l  c lo s e  my eyes to  a l l  r e s t  and 
com fort t i l l  I  have found  i t i  *

Then he o rd ered  h i s  g e n e ra ls  to  summon th e  array, 
o rd e r  c o lo r s ,  and is s u e d  an e d ic t  f o r  th e  Im p e ria l G uards, 
th a t  th ey  must be p rep a red  to  s t a r t  on a very  long jo u rn ey . 
A fte r  a  week o f  f e v e r is h  work ev e ry th in g  was read y . The k ing  
ap p o in ted  h i s  su c c e s so r . On th e  l a s t  day th e  in h a b i ta n ts  
a rran g ed  a mammoth open a i r  r e c e p t io n ,  and a f t e r  d e l iv e r in g  
to  them a  f a r e w e ll  speech , am idst f ly in g  c o lo r s  and to  th e  
s in g in g  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  anthem he s t a r t e d  a t  th e  head o f  h is  
g r e a t  army f o r  th e  Kingdom o f  F ark n ess .

A fte r  many months o f  h a rd  jo u rn ey in g  th rough  d ry , 
d e s o la te  d e s e r t s  and o v er w e ll n igh  im passab le  m ounta ins, th e  
fagged  and exhausted  army reached  th e  d e s ire d  d e s t in a t io n .
But th e  K ing, to  h is  d isa p p o in tm en t, remembered th a t  th e  o ld  
man had to ld  him in  a p r iv a te  m eeting  th a t  th e r e  a re  about 
2000 fo u n ta in s  in  th e  Kingdom of la rk n e s s ,  and a s  reg a rd s  
c o lo r ,  t a s t e  and o th e r  p r o p e r t ie s  th ey  a re  e x a c tly  a l i k e .  
T h e re fo re , i t  would be a m a tte r  o f  im p o s s ib i l i ty  to  d i s t i n 
g u ish  one from a n o th e r . Thinking a l l  th e  h a rd sh ip s  o f t h i s  
arduous jou rney  would be crowned w ith  no su c c e s s , and being  
f i l l e d  w ith  apprehension  and t e r r o r  a t  th e  gloomy d arkness 
envelop ing  th e  innum erable le g io n s , w ith  no p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
freedom , he re s ig n e d  h im se lf  to  th e  hands o f  F a te , and began 
to  th in k  how he and h i s  array m ight manage to  e x t r i c a te  them
s e lv e s  from t h i s  im p en e trab le  gfcoom. At t h i s  ju n c tu re  th e  
o ld  man appeared  on t h i s  scene, and th e  K in g 's  hope was 
im m ediately  re v iv e d . He to ld  him h is  g re a t  p e rp le x i ty  a t  no t 
be ing  a b le  to  f in d  th e  r e a l  F o u n ta in  of L if e ,  inasmuch as 
th e re  were two thousand  fo u n ta in s .

•X h isp is  v ery  e a s y ,1 he s a id ,  ' I  have come h e re  
e s p e c ia l ly  to  r e l i e v e  y o u r mind from  f u r th e r  a n x ie ty  on t h i s  
p o in t .  Here i s  a dead f i s h ,  ta k e  i t  along  w ith  you. When 
you reaoh  a fo u n ta in  drop i t  in .  i f  i t  i s  re v iv e d  you s h a l l
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know w ith o u t doubt th a t  you have th e  fo u n ta in  o f L ife  "before 
your e y e s .*

Then th e  o ld  man d isa p p e a re d  in  th e  same m y ste rio u s 
way as he had suddenly  appeared . The King, th u s  h ea rten ed  
by th e  adviee o f h i s  o lâ  m en to r, o rd e red  h i s  army to  decamp 
and co n tin u e  th e  jo u rn ey . A fte r  s e v e ra l  days they  reach ed  
a la rg e  fo u n ta in , and as soon a s  th e  King dropped th e  f i s h  
in  th e  w a te r , i t  became a l iv in g ,  moving b e in g . Then he 
p r o s t r a te d  on th e  ground and thanked  ©od f o r  th u s  g u id in g  him 
a t  l a s t  to  th e  f o u n ta in  o f  l i f e .  There he camped fo r  a ,few  
d ays, and drank deep ly  from th e  W ater, g a in in g  new L if e ,  new 
hope and new oourage,

R e a liz in g  th a t  he had a t t a in e d  to  th e  supreme o b je c t  
o f  h i s  e x is te n c e , he d ec id ed  to  r e tu r n .  J u s t  b e fo re  t h e i r  
d e p a rtu re  a g re a t  i n v i s ib l e  vo ice  f i l l e d  th e  a i r ;

•Whosoever ta k e s  away th e  s to n e s  from  th e  bottom  of 
th e  fo u n ta in  o f L if e  w i l l  r e g r e t  i t  a f te rw a rd s , and whosoever 
does n o t ta k e  them w i l l  a ls o  r e g r e t . 1

The p eo p le  were p u zz led  and d id  no t know what to  do. 
f i n a l l y ,  a number o f  them  f i l l e d !  t h e i r  p o c k e ts , und er th e  

p re te n s e  th a t  etfen i f  th e y  d id  not ta k e  any w ith  them they  
would r e g r e t  i t ,  so i t  i s  j u s t  as w e ll  t o  ta k e  them; o th e rs  
a rg u ed , ‘why sh o u ld  th ey  burden th em selv es w ith  any o f th e s e  
s to n e s  and th e n  r e g r e t  i t  a f te rw a rd s .’ So i t  happened th a t  
h a l f  o f  th e  army p o sse ssed  them selves o f th e  s to n e s , and th e  
o th e r  h a l f  r e tu rn e d  empty handed. When th ey  came out o f th e  
Kingdom o f  la rk n e s s ,  th ey  observed  to  t h e i r  g r e a t  as to n ish m en t 
th a t  th e s e  s to n e s  were most p re c io u s  gems. Those who had 
ta k e n  them r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  th ey  d id  not ta k e  more, and th o se  
who were enp ty  handed r e g r e t t e d  th a t  th ey  d id  no t ta k e  any . 
Thus b o th  s id e s  were a f f l i c t e d  w ith  rem orse and r e g r e t . *

Bow, in s te a d  o f  g iv in g  you th e  f u l l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
o f  t h i s  s to r y ,  I w i l l  g iv e  you th e  key;

The King: avery  man*
Old man: Reason.
F o u n ta in  o f  L if e ;  R e lig io n .
f i s h :  H e a rt,
I n v i s ib le  v o ic e ; I n t u i t i o n .
S tones: Sood deeds.
Kingdom o f  la rk n e s s :  M a te r ia l w o rld .
Kingdom o f L ig h t:  s p i r i t u a l  w o rld .
S te rn a l Y outh: B v e r la s tin g  L if e .
Two thousand  fo u n ta in s :  b reeds and s e c ts .

4
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I n  th e  morning th e .B e lo v ed  ,oame to  our home, and as 
a p re lim in a ry  p a r t  o f  H is ta lk ' He spoke about th e  renew al o f  

th e  r e n t  o f  our house , which o f  co u rse  meant a lo n g e r s ta y  in  
Ramleh. Then, as n a tu r a l ly  He f e l l  in to  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  
com plex ity  o f  th e  means o f modern l i f e .

“How complex a re  th e  means o f th e  l i f e  o f  th e  p re se n t 
ag e , and how much more complex we a re  making i t  d a i ly .  The 

needs o f  hum anity seem n ev er to  come to  an end. The more 
they  accum ulate , th e  more th ey  w an t. There i s  only one way 
o f  freedom , and th a t  i s ,  by s h u t t in g  o n e 's  eye and h e a r t  to  
a l l  th e se  th in g s  th a t  d i s t r a c t  th e  mind. The Arab o f  th e  
d e s e r t  te a c h e s  u s  a g r e a t  le s so n  in  th e  sim ple l i f e .  l iv in g  
as he does in  th e  w aste  S ahara , he laoks a l l  th e  means o f 
l i f e  excep t a crude  t e n t ,  a rug  o r m at, a c a ld ro n , a sword 
hanging to  th e  in s id e  p o le  o f  th e  t e n t ,  and a j a v e l in  t i e d  to  
th e  o u ts id e  p o le .  T h is i s  a l l  h is  f u r n i t u r e .  Then, i f  he 
i s  w ealthy  he has a m are, o r  a h o rse , a few cam els and, 
maybe, a d jo in in g  h is  t e n t  a  palm g rove . I t  never occurs to  
h i s  mind th a t  th e re  i s  a n y th in g  e l s e : i n  t h i s  w o rld . He i s  
happy and has no w orry . H is food  c o n s is ts  o f  a bo?/l o f  
m ilk  and a few d a te s ,  and he may w e ll Yfonder a t  th e  c i ty  man, 
how he can d ig e s t  a l l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  h in d s o f  d is h e s  w ith  
t h e i r  f la v o r s  and s p ic e s .  H is thought i s  p e a c e fu l and 
se sen e , c o n tra ry  to  th e  c i t y  p e o p le , who a re  always haunted  
by th e  n igh tm are o f  l i v e l ih o o d .*

A fterw ards I  went t o  see th e  M aster. He was 
surrounded by many p eo p le , and was w ritin g  a t  th e  same tim e .

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  I  v i s i t e d  Mrs. y r a s e r  and lu a ,  a n d ^ b r  q u i te  
aMfcièewwe ta lk e d  to g e th e r  about t h e i r  t r i p  to  I n d ia .  Both 
a re  f u l l  o f  en thusiasm  and are  look ing  fo rw ard  w ith  g re a t  
p le a s u re  to  t h e i r  coming e x p e rie n c e s . In  th e  evening th e  
M aster sen t fo r  me, and in  speaking  w ith  Mrs. F ra se r  He s a id :

"I am very p le a se d  w ith  th e e , because as soon as 
thou  d id s t  r e c e iv e  my cablegaam , a lth o u g h  th e re  were d i f f i c u l 
t i e s  in  th e  p a th , thou  d id s t  push them a s id e  and come. The 
C onfirm ations o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha s h a l l  descend upon 
th e e . Thou a r t  g o ing  to  I n d ia  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f th e  
Kingdom o f  God, and th e  Angels o f  th e  Supreme Concourse 
s h a l l  a s s i s t  th e e . R est thou  a s su re d . Because th y  h e a r t  
i s  p u re  thou  w i l t  a t t r a c t  to  t h y s e l f  th e  Heavenly B estow als! w
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Sear F rien d s :
L ast n ig h t when Mrs. F ra s e r  l e f t  th e  room th e  

Beloved, co n tin u ed  to  w alk . He was t i r e d  and f a t ig u e d . He 
s a t  down and c lo se d  H is ey es .

"How g la d  I  s h a l l  be when I  le a v e  t h i s  w orld , th e  
w orld  o f  darkness and sorrow , p a in  and s u f fe r in g !"  He s ig h ed .

I t  seemed to  me He was too  exhausted  to  speak 
an o th e r word, and I  was going to  r e t i r e .  Then, somehow,
Mrs. H aney 's l e t t e r  came to  my mind, so I  s a id :  "I had a
l e t t e r  from  Mrs. Haney th e  o th e r  day , in  which she ex p resses  
g re a t joy  a t  re ad in g  th e  s to ry  o f s e l f  s a c r i f i c e  o f Mullah 
Mehdy Kandy." Im m ediately  He opened H is eyes; He looked a 
d i f f e r e n t  p e rso n , as though su p p lie d  by a trem endous fo rc e  
from an in v i s ib l e  so u rc e . As soon a s  th e  name o f th e  m arty r
dom was m entioned He was b r ig h te n e d  u p , and a ro se  from H is 
s e a t  and began to  speak w ith  in s p i r a t io n  and e lo q ie n t f e r v o r ,  
throw ing a d d i t io n a l  s id e  l i g h t s  upon th e  . l i f e  o f  th a t  d iv in e  
m arty r; and th e n , j u s t  as u n c o n s c i o u s l y a  g re a t  s tream  o f 
Words flow ed from H is tongue in  p r a i s e  ofvMary M agdalene, 
and how she became th e  cause o f  th e  constancy  and s te a d fa s tn e s s  
o f  th e  d i s c ip le s  o f « h r i s t .  I t  seemed th a t  I  had tapped  th e  
very  souroe o f  His l iv i n e  en th u siasm , and, f o r  th a t  moment a t  
l e a s t ,  H is u n ique  M ission  was e v id e n t, and i t  i s  s e l f  s a c r i 
f i c e ,  s e l f  im m olation , re n u n c ia t io n  o f s e l f !

T h is morning shougi B ffen d i e n te re d  my room w ith  a 
c a b le  (w ire le s s )  message in  h is  hand , ju s t  re c e iv e d  from 
S o c to r G e ts in g é r , announcing h is  a r r i v a l  Monday m orning, and 
because t h i s  was Monday th e  M aster had sen t me word to  go to  
th e  w harf to  welcome him. I  was on my way w ithou t d e la y , and 
had to  w a it u n t i l  noon. Then th e  P rin z  H e in rich  o f th e  German 
l i n e  ap p eared , and a f t e r  a few m inutes I  sp ie d  ï r .  G e ts in g e r 
on deck. We had to  w a it two hou rs in  th e  custom house 
b e fo re  we were f r e e d ,  and th e n  ta k in g  a c a r r ia g e ,a n d  p u t t in g  
h is  two tru n k s  and one s u i t  c a se  in  f r o n t ,  we drove to  Ram- 
le h .

About 4 o 'c lo c k  th e  Beloved g re e te d  him in  h is  
house, and about s ix  we c a l le d  upon M irza Abul F a z l. He was 
very  g lad  to  g re e t  him back to  th e  O rie n t, and en q u ired  about 
many b e l ie v e r s  in  W ashington, fh icag q  and New York. Then a 
h i s t o r i c a l  d is c u s s io n  about th e  B ib le , and th e  ex ac t d a te  in  
which Z o ro a s te r  l iv e d ,  waxed h o t ,  u n t i l  th e  M aster came in .
We a l l  s a t  ou t on th e  b a lco n y , and f o r  a few moments th e  
Beloved joked w ith  Br. G e ts in g e r , rem inding him of th e  days 
he was t r a v e l in g  w ith  Him in  America. From th e re  He took a 
long w alk , a f t e r  d i c t a t in g  a long T ab le t to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  of 
Mazandaran in  th e  garden . R eturning  from H is w alk , He came
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to  our house and spoke w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts .  Thus He a t te n d s  
to  H is f lo c k  w ith  QSEe and s o l i c i t u d e .  » r . G etsinger i s  
going to  have a room in  th e  Mew V ic to r ia  H o te l a s  th e  g u es t 
o f  th e  B eloved.

The fo llo w in g  i s  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f a T ab le t 
re v e a le d  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  l e i p s i g ,  Germany:

"HI IS GO* I

0 ye sons and d au g h te rs  o f  th e  Kingdom!
The heaven ly  d a u g h te r , Miss Knobloch, has g iv en  th e  

u tm ost p r a is e  about your f a i t h  an® lo v e ; t h a t ,  Glory be to  
Godi when you h ea rd  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  Kingdom your s p i r i t s  
g a in ed  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  f l i g h t ,  your h e a r t s  were illu m in e d  w ith  
th e  Ê ig h t o f  G uidance, you drank  from  th e  tu p  o f  * iv in e  
Knowledge th e  S l i x i r  o f  B estow al, and you became in to x ic a te d  
w ith  th e  Wine o f  th e  Kingdom. Thanh ye God th a t  He has 
chosen you from  amongst a l l  th e  p eop le  of th e  w o rld , and ye 
a t ta in e d  such an em inent Gifjs; so th a t  each one o f you may 
u sh e r  in  th e  Kingdom o f God, and l i k e  unto  th e  s t a r s  you may 
sh in e  and gleam . T h is Bestow al o f th e  Most G reat Guidance 
i s  not so ap p a ren t now, b u t in  f u tu r e  ages i t  w i l l  i llu m in e  
th e  l a s t  and th e  W est.

•o n s id e r  th a t  d u rin g  th e  days o f  H is H o lin ess  C h r is t -  
Upon Him be G loryi -  no one gave any im portance to  th e  Guid
ance o f th e  A p o s tle s . The populace p re ten d ed  th a t  '0 ,  a
number o f  in s ig n i f c a n t  so u ls  who a re  th e  c a tc h e rs  o f f i s h  
have g a th e re d  them selves around a poor man, and a re  ta lk in g  
f o o l i s h ly ;  nay, r a t h e r ,  th ey  were r i d i c u l o u s . '  They 
laughed even a t  th e  B le ssed  Personage o f  S h r i s t ,  and sp a t 
upon th a t  r a d ia n t ,  lum inous and w onderfu l Countenance!
B ut, r e f l e c t ,  th a t  a f te rw a rd , th e  Guidance of th e s e  c a tc h e rs  
o f  f i s h  became famous th ro u g h o u t a l l  re g io n s , and up to  t h i s  
tim e mankind i s  g lo r i f y in g  and p ra is in g  them!

Upon ye be Baha I I  Abha!

(s ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas. "

A nother T ab le t to  one o f  th e  German b e l ie v e r s  i s  
as fo llo w s :

"HI IS  GO»!

0 thou  re s p e c te d  yo u th !
How many h o ly  so u ls  in  th e  p a s t  ages have longed 

most in te n s e ly  j u s t  to  h ea r  th e  Marne o f th e  l iv i n e  Kingdom, 
and be l iv in g  d u r in g  th e  la y  o f  th e  Prom ised One o f  a l l  th e
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n a t io n s  o f  th e  w o rld , hu t th ey  p assed  away and l e f t  t h i s  
w orld  w ith  u t t e r  r e g r e t ,  because th ey  d id  not a t t a i n  to  t h e i r  
w ish .

In  t h i s  r a d ia n t  fe n tu ry  God has so confirm ed th e e  
th a t  thou  mayst s te p  in to  th e  u n iv e rse  o f  L if e ,  he t r a in e d  
in  th e  f r a d le  o f  G od's P ro te c t io n  and P re s e rv a tio n , such th e  
m ilh  o f  te n d e rn e ss  from th e  B rea t o f  P rov idence , and ta lie  a 
sh a re  and p o r tio n  from  th e  L ig h t o f  G uidance, fo n s id e r  what 
a g re a t  Favor i s  t h i s !  What a w onderful Bounty i s  t h i s !  
th e r e f o r e ,  lo o sen  th y  tongue in  th e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
Most G reat B estow al, and summon th e  people to  th e  Kingdom o f 
God, so th a t  o th e rs  may re c e iv e  a goodly p o r tio n  from t h i s  
Holy fa u se .

Upon th e e  be Baha 11 Abha!

(s ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas. "
\



Ramieh, E gypt, September 24, 1915.

l e a r  F rie n d s :
S ince th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  from  H a ifa , ta b le  

t a lk s  have become a f a s h io n .  These t a l k s  a re  d e l iv e re d  in  
E n g lish . Mow and th e n  one h ea rs  a good sp eech , sh o r t and 
to  th e  p o in t .  • I t  seem to  me very  in t e r e s t i n g  how th e se  young 
men a re  eag er to  le a rn  ev e ry th in g  from everyw here, and th u s  
in c re a s e  th e  s to ck  o f  t h e i r  in fo rm a tio n , so th a t  in  th e  fu tu re ' 
th ey  may become en ab led  to  te a c h  th e  ®ause w ith  an e loquen t 
tongue and f lu e n t  speech . Why, th e n , do th ey  p r a c t ic e  in  
E n g lish  r a th e r  th a n  P e rs ia n , one m ight a sk . T h is , in  i t s e l f ,  
i s  o f  co u rse  an o th e r  s ig n  o f th a t  drawing to g e th e r  o f  n a t io n s  
and p e o p le s , th a t  commingling of i n t e r e s t s  and id e a l s .  The 
one a l l  ab so rb ing  th o u g h t o f  th e s e  young men i s  to  equip  
them selves w ith  a l l  th e  in s t ru a a n ts  whereby they  may go out 
to  th e  war o f  ig n o ra n c e , s e l f i s h n e s s  and g re e d . I  may quote 
h e r e in  one o r  two s h o r t  a d d re s se s  g iv en  Vy th e s e  budding 
o r a to r s .  The fo llo w in g  i s  an  exam ple. Toward th e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  o f  i t  i s  a  compliment to  M irza H abb ibo llah  Khodabafcsh, 
who w i l l  g ra d u a te  nex t y e a r  as  a lo c to r  o f M edicine.
Im agine i t  i s  m idday, and we a re  a l l  s i t t i n g  around th e  ta b le  
a t  luncheon . The o r a to r  r i s e s  from h is  s e a t  and s t a r t s  o to  
speak . I  s h a l l  no t t r y  to  make many c o r re c t io n s  in  th e  
E n g lish , because  my own i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t :

"Gentlemen! Bahai B ro th e rs !
A ccording to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  h i s to r y ,  about 7000 

y e a rs  ago, God th e  Maker o f  a l l  th in g s ,  th ro u g h  His Mercy 
and P ro v id en ce , c r e a te d  th e  w o rld  and made man a f t e r  His Own 
Image and L ik en e ss . S ince  th a t  tim e up to  th e  p re se n t day 
H is M a n ife s ta tio n s  have appeared  su c c e s s iv e ly  upon th e  e a r th ,  
and th u s  th e  d a rk  e a r th  has become quickened and v iv i f i e d  
th rough  th e  s p i r i t u a l  v ib r a t io n s  o f t h e i r  J iv in e  T each ings. 
Through t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a tio n  they  have a t t a in e d  to  a 
h ig h e r  degree  o f  knowledge and advancem ent. They have 
t r a v e r s e d  th rough  th e  a rc  o f a s c e n t ,  and f ly in g  upward tow ard 
th e  apogee o f  p ro g re s s , u n t i l  now they  have o b ta in ed  th e  
c a p a c ity  f o r  th e  appearance o f th e  M a n ife s ta tio n  of Godl

When H is H o lin ess  Moses, th e  I n te r lo c u to r ,  appeared , 
thousands b e lie v e d  in  Him, and hav ing  re c e iv e d  and l iv e d  H is 
B iv ine T eachings and i n s t r u c t io n s ,  they  became th e  le a d e rs  
o f  o th e r  n a t io n s .  God showed them H is Love, and showered 
upon them H is b le s s in g s  l ik e  un to  th e  t o r r e n t .  He f re e d  them 
from th e  ty r a n n ic a l  yoke o f  th e  P haraohs, b rough t them out o f  
E gypt, and e s ta b l i s h e d  them in  th e  Prom ised Land. He se n t 
dov/n f o r  them ro a s te d  (q u a il? )  b i r d s  and manna from heaven.
He c l e f t  asunder th e  sea  and made f o r  them a sa fe  passage to  
p ass  th ro u g h . He c a l le d  them H is c h i ld re n .  They became 
w orthy o f  every  p r a i s e  and embodied every v i r t u e .  L a te r  on .
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how ever, th ey  fo rg o t th e  heaven ly  law s, fo llo w ed  t h e i r  own 
in c l in a t io n s ,  and w orshipped id o ls  in s te a d  o f th e  One Almighty 
Jehovah. As a r e s u l t ,  th ey  stopped  p ro g re ss  and were h o t 
advancing . T h e ir  c i v i l i z a t i o n  waned, and t h e i r  m oral v ir tu e ô  
r e tro g ra d e d . For many ages th e y  were s c a t t e r e d ,  h u m ilia ted  
and sco rn ed . But now, ® ra ise  he to  (Jodi they  a re  s t i r r e d  
w ith  a new l i f e ,  r e s u s c i t a t e d  w ith  a new s p i r i t ,  and many o f  
them a re  quickened hy th e  t a l l  of th e  Kingdom. The Lord o f 
H osts has come, th e  King o f  Kings h a th  appeared . The Hays o f 
th e  Sun o f  H is Mercy have e n lig h te n e d  them , and th e  Breeze o f 
His B enevolence h as  w afted  over them. Thus th e y  a r e  endowed 
w ith  a see in g  ey e , a h e a rin g  e a r  and an u n d ers tan d in g  h e a r t .

One o f  th e s e  b le s s e d  s o u ls  i s  a b r i l l i a n t  young man 
o f  30 y e a rs .  H is fa c e  i s  sh in in g , h i s  speech i s  winsome, 
h i s  h e a r t  i s  r a d ia n t  w ith  th e  L ig h t o f th e  Love o f God, and h is  
countenance i s  as p u re  and b r ig h t  a s  th e  b r ig h te s t  diam ind.
His d a rk , ample brow, h is  towering; fo re h ead , h i s  p a r t ly  
s le n d e r  n o se , and h is  g ra c e fu l  m anners, in d ic a te  a r e f in e d  
n a tu re ,  and a t r u e  B ahai. H is d i s p o s i t io n  i s  w ell d is c ip l in e d ,  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o l e r a n t ,  h i s  c h a ra c te r  w ise ly  b a lan ce d , and 

h i s  n a tu re  am iab le . H is in te n t io n s  a re  p u re , h i s  d e s i r e s  a re  
h o ly , and h i s  aim s a r e  p h i la n th r o p ic ,  ever th in k in g  of th e  
w e lfa re  o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity. My; humble d e l in e a t io n  o f  
t h i s  gentlem an seems q u ite  su p e rf lu o u s  when we remember th e  
re p e a te d  p e a is e s  and commendations o f  th e  Lord o f mankind, our 
beloved  ABSUL BAHA, in  h is  b e h a l f .  I s  no t H is word a d iv in e  
te s tim o n y , heaven ly  w itn e s s  and o e l e s t i a l  b le s s in g ?  The • 
name o f t h i s  young; man i s  B octor Ha'bbib d l  ah Khodabaksh.
He i s  s i t t i n g  now a t  t h i s  t a b l e ,  and i s  one of th e  p rom ising  
B ahais o f  t h i s  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry  o f  l i g h t  and knowledge. We 
c o n g ra tu la te  him h e a r t i l y ,  and o f f e r  him our b e s t  w ish es , 
hoping th a t  he w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by God to  cu re  and h e a l th e  
i l l s  o f  hum anity , bo th  p h y s io a l and s p i r i t u a l ;  bestow  S te rn a l  
L ife  upon every dead one; and cau sin g  : mankind to  o b ta in  
im m o rta lity , and le a d in g  them to  th e  fo u n ta in  head o f  L igh t 
and. Bounty. Ameni ( iv e ry o n s  say s Amen a lo u d .)

in  c o n c lu s io n , we p re s e n t to  him unanim ously one 
r e q u e s t ,  and th a t  i s ,  he must sw eeten bur mouths w ith  can d ies  
and sweet m eats w ith  h i s  sw ee te r hand. (Y esi YesJ) We do 
not c a re  w hether i t  i s  T u rk ish  l e l i g h t ,  Baglava o r Kanafa; 
f o r  we w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  any k in d . (A pplausei)

Having th e n  p a r ta k e n  o f th e s e  d e l ic io u s  c a n d ie s , we 
s h a l l  o f f e r  in  h is  b e h a lf  a p ra y e r , begging God to  h e lp  him, 
guard  him a t  a l l  t im e s , p rov ided  he may n o t k i l l  o r  take  th e  
l i f e  o f  th e  p eo p le , l i k e  some of th e  so c a l le d  p h y s ic ia n s .
T h is p ra y e r  we o f f e r  from th e  dep th  o f our h e a r t s ,  t h a t ,  
p e rch an ce , we may come under h i s  tre a tm e n t; th u s  he may no t 
hand us a t  once our p a s s p o r ts  to  th e  Kingdom.
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L e t u s  a l l  g r e e t  him w ith  one v o ice  w ith  
ÀLLAH0 ABHAi and a f te rw a rd  k is s  h i s  cheeks on b o th  s id e s .*

T h is  was perform ed w ith  g re a t  z e s t  and a l a c r i t y .
The o r a to r  s i t s  down am idst g r e a t  sh e e rin g  and ap p lau se , 
each one go ing  fo rw ard  to  shake h is  hand and c o n g ra tu la tin g  
him on h i s  su c c e ss . Our f r ie n d  g iv e s  h is  prom ise to  p rep a re  
candy f o r  everyone.

T h is  ïaorning th e  Beloved re c e iv e d  th e  s tu d e n ts .
H is t a l k  to  them was about H is l e c tu r e  in  I s l a n d  S tan fo rd  
U n iv e rs ity , p r a is in g  meanwhile i r .  Jo rd an , th e  P re s id e n t ,  and 
h is  la b o rs  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  I n te r n a t io n a l  P eace, He encour
aged th e  s tu d e n ts  to  ta k e  p o s t-g ra d u a te  co u rse s  i n  th a t  
U n iv e rs ity  in  case  i t  were n e c e s s a ry , because He has spoken 
about t h i s  m a tte r  w ith  l r .  Jo rd an . A lready many o f them 
a re  th in k in g  o f going  th e r e  i f  s p e c ia l  arrangem ents can be 
made, and they  a re  go ing  to  w r i te  to  the P re s id e n t and ask fo r  
p a r t i c u l a r s  and d e t a i l s .

A te leg ram  was sen t to  P o rt Said to  in q u ir e  abou t 
s team ers go ing  to  Bombay, f o r  our f r ie n d s .  I  b e l ie v e  th ey  
w i l l  le av e  h e re  about th e  f i f t h  o f  O ctober.

Y esterday  th e  new P e rs ia n  C onsul-G eneral a r r iv e d  
from C o n s ta n tin o p le , and th e  M aster sen t a l l  the  s tu d e n ts  to  

welcome him on h is  a r r i v a l  a t  th e  s te am er, and today  w ith  
M irza A li Akbar He went to  A lex an d ria  to  pay him a v i s i t  in  
th e  h o te l  where he i s  s to p p in g  f o r  a few days b e fo re  h is  
d e p a r tu re  f o r  Jad d a . i n  th e  co u rse  of c o n v e rsa tio n  He p o in te d  
o u t to  th e  c o n su l-g e n e ra l th e  im p a r t ia l  a t t i t u d e  o f B ahais 
i n  r e c e n t  developm ents in  P e r s ia ,  and how th e y  a re  th e  
lo v e rs  o f  peace and p ro g re s s . The m ission  o f th e  Bahai 
cause i s  u n iv e r s a l  and n o t lo c a l ;  i t s  P r in c ip le s  a re  f o r  a l l  
hum anity and n o t P e r s ia  a lo n e ; i t s  o b je c ts  a re  w orld  w ide 
and no t s e c ta r ia n .  The B ahais a re  th e  army o f s p i r i t u a l  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  advancem ent. Then He spoke a few words about 
th e  prom otion o f  th e  Cause in  America and Europe. The 
C onsul-G eneral became v ery  a t t r a c t e d ,  and he made an engagament 
to  come th e  nex t day and c a l l  on th e  B eloved. On His way 
bafc$,in  th e  tramway, th e  M aster showed love and k in d n ess  to  
a l i t t l e  c h i ld  w ith  h is  m other. The c h i ld  was so a t t r a c te d  
th a t  he came and s a t  nex t to  th e  M aster, and h i s  m other had 
to  t e a r  him away from th e  M aster. He d id  n o t want to  be 
se p a ra te d  from Him. F in a l ly ,  th e  Beloved gave him a g i f t  
and k is s e d  him, and th e  m other th a n k fu lly  and h ap p ily  c a r r ie d  
him away, w ith  r e lu c ta n c e .

Ahmad Sohfcab.
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s e a r  F r ie n d s :
The o th e r  day I  was speak ing  w ith  one o f th e  s tu d e n ts  

as  we were w alk ing  along  th e  b road  avenue. The s u b je c t  was 
"U n ity ” , a word much used  in  th e  B ahai Movement. "U nity ,"  
he s a id  in  good B n g lish , " i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f a l l  s u c c e s s fu l 
u n d e r ta k in g . With u n ity  o f  pu rpose harm onious a c t io n  i s  
p roduced . When v a r io u s  elem ents a re  b ro u g h t to g e th e r ,  
and th e  b a s ic  u n ity  i s  e s ta b l i s h e d ,  an ,o rgan ism  i s  th e  r e s u l t .
In  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w orld  u n ion  i s  th e  watchword o f  a l l  th e  s t a t e s 
men; and in  th e  B ahai w orld  U nity has a deep s ig n if ic a n c e  
which can only  be r e a l i z e d  by th e  a b so p rtio n  o f  th e  B ahai 
q u a l i t i e s  in  one’ s system . The aim o f  t h i s  #ause i s ,  as we 
a l l  know, a fo n fe d e ra tio n  o f  a l l  th e  w o r ld 's  r e l ig io u s  system s, 
a c o n s o lid a t io n  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  n a t io n s ,  and 
a t r u ly  grand  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  b ro th erh o o d  o f man. To my 
mind every  l e t t e r  in  th e  word U nity s ta n d s  fo r  a g re a t  P r in c ip le  
o r q u a l i ty .

For exam ple, "U" s ta n d s  f o r  U nderstand ing . We 
must a t  a l l  tim es t r y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  T ru th  im p a r t ia l ly  and 
improve our u n d e rs ta n d in g . "W" s ta n d s  f o r  ¥ o u iish m en t.
Once we have got our u n d e rs ta n d in g , we must "n ou rish" i t  
w ith  Wisdom and Knowledge, and c lean se : i t  w ith  th e  Water of 
I n te l l ig e n c e .  "I"  s tan d s  f o r  In v estm en t. I f  we have a 
c a p i t a l  we must in v e s t  i t  in  o rd e r to  in c re a s e  i t .  i f  we 
a re  t r u e  B ahais we must te a c h  th e  $ause  and sp re a d  th e  Glad 
T id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, and awaken th o se  who a re  
a s le e p . "T* i s  f o r  T h o u g h tfu ln ess . B efore te a c h in g  we 
must th in k ,  o r  in  o th e r  w ords, b e fo re  te a c h in g  o th e rs  we must 
te a c h  o u rs e lv e s . "Y" means to  Y ie ld  to  th e  T ru th . I f  
you in v e s t ig a te  ,an o b je c t  and r e a l i z e  th a t  i t - a s  r e a l i t y ,  
y ie ld  to  i t .  B o n 't sh u t y o u r eyes to  th e  T ru th  onoe you 
have seen^he g lo ry  o f  i t s  b e a u ty . Bet u s o lin g  to  th e  T ru th  
as a shipw recked s a i l o r  c l in g s  to  th e  ro ck .

Our aim i s  to  *U nderstand" ev e ry th in g  in  a compre
h en s iv e  manner; to  "KourÈéh* our U nderstanding  w ith  t r u th s  
from every  c lim e ; to  " in v e s t*  our ac q u ired  knowledge in  
th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  ohannel p le a s in g  to  our Bord; to  p r a c t ic e  
"T h o u g h tfu ln ess* under a l l  c irc u m sta n c e s ; and "Y ield* to  
R e a l i ty ,  no m a tte r  from  what h o r iz o n  i t  dawns. Thus we may 
become th e  cause o f  U ¥ I  T Y in  th e  w orld  o f  hum an ity ."

l o r  a  moment o r  two I  was s i l e n t  and pondered over 
t h i s  r a th e r  i n t e l l i g e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  word U n ity , and 
blamed m yse lf f o r  n o t hav ing  th o u g h t about i t  m y se lf , w h ile  I  
p r a is e d  th e  o th e r  f o r  h i s  very tim e ly  e x p la n a tio n . At t h i s  
tim e M irza A li Akbar jo in e d  u s  and asked what we were ta lk in g  
ab o u t. Our s tu d e n t f r i e n d  to ld  him in  P e rs ia n .
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"Let me t e l l  you a s to r y ,"  he s a id ,  "which i l l u s 
t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t .  Once upon a tim e  th e re  was a s to r k ,  a 
f i s h  and a prawn. They became f r i e n d s ,  and d e s ire d  to  t r a v e l  
to g e th e r  in  company. They s a id  to  each  o th e r  th a t  they  
would do e v e ry th in g  in  U nity ; b u t th e  s to r k  w anted to  s t a r t  
on th e  jou rn ey  by way o f  th e  a i r ,  th e  f i s h  th ro u g h  th e  w atery 
p a th  o f th e  r i v e r ,  and th e  prawn by th e  t r a c k  o f  a pond.
The th re e  formed a Board o r  Committee o f  • o n s u l ta t io n ,  to  
see  which mode i s  th e  toest f o r  t r a v e l in g  to g e th e r .  They had 
many s e s s io n s ,  bu t th ey  co u ld  no t d e term ine  upon any p la n , 
each one i n s i s t i n g  th a t  h i s  o p in io n  i s ’c o r r e c t , and not w il
l in g  to  y i e ld  to  th e  o th e r*  f i n a l l y ,  th ey  saw a  l i t t l e  baby 
o a r r ia g e  n o t very  f a r  away, and th ey  decided  to  u se  th a t  a s  a 
common v e h ic le  fo r  t r a v e l in g .  They came and h itc h e d  them
s e lv e s  to  th e  o a r r ia g e ,  c o n f id e n t i n  th e  though t th a t  now a l l  
t h e i r  d if f e re n c e s  a re  so lv ed ; b u t no sooner had they  s t a r t e d  
th a n  they  began to  a s s e r t  t h e i r  o p p o s ite  n a tu re s .  The 
s to rk  flew  •upw ard1, th e  f i s h  went ‘fo rw ard ’ , and th e  prawn 
was h u rry in g  ‘backw ard*• Thus th ey  cou ld  no t a g re e , and th ey  
had to  g ive up t h e i r  w onderfu l p la n  o f ‘U nity* .

S im ila r ly ,  in  t h i s  ®ause, when we come to g e th e r  to  
c o n s u l t ,  in  o rd e r  to  ach iev e  r e s u l t s  we must be w i l l in g  and 
happy to  s a c r i f i c e  our w i l l s  and id e a s  i f  o th e rs  have b e t t e r  
p la n s  and id e a s .  We must no t be s e l f  o p in io n a te d . I f  t h i s
c o n d itio n  becomes p re v a le n t among a l l  th e  f r i e n d s ,  th e n  a l l  
th e  h e a r t s  w i l l  be made v ery  happy, and s p i r i t u a l  su ccess  
w i l l  be accom plished . We must embody in  every a c t  o f  our 
l iv e s  th e  meaning o f 'U n ity * . The w orld  i s  hungry fo r  th e
b read  o f U n ity , t h i r s t y  f o r  th e  W ater o f U n ity , long ing  to  
h ea r  th e  word o f U n ity , y ea rn in g  to  beho ld  th e  Pace o f  U n ity .
We Bahai* c la im  to be th e  vanguard o f  th e  army o f U nity .
We must te a c h  to  th e  w orld  what i s  th e  meaning o f U n ity , th r o 1 
our deeds and c o n v e rs a tio n s . L et Unity be our v ic to r io u s  
emblem. Let our. f la g  be th e  P lag  o f U n ity . L et eaclh Bahai 
become th e  l iv in g  e x p re s s io n  o f  U n ity . L et our m otto be 
U n ity , a U nity  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  which i s  t h e  Love o f  Sod, 
and th e  s t a r s  o f  w hich a re  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  M e rc ifu l ."

Today I  re c e iv e d  a few l e t t e r s  from ac ro ss  th e  se a . 
When, an hour l a t e r ,  £ s to o d  b e fo re  totir Maibved, He asked:
"What news have you go t in  your l e t t e r s ? "  I  t o ld  Him, and 
Hemwas p le a se d . He s a t  in  our house fo r  h a l f  an h o u r , b u t 
He s a id  only  a few w ords. I n  th e  a f te rn o o n  He was in  th e  
g ard en , r e v e a lin g  T a b le ts  f o r , t h e  f r ie n d s  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  
0anada, Germany, and P e r s ia .  I  took  to  Him e lev en  photo
g rap h s , begging Him to  s ig n  them so th a t  w ith  t h i s  added 
s ig n i f ic a n c e  I  m ight g iv e  one to  each o f th e  s tu d e n ts .
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L a te r  on» in  ife© ev en in g , 'the ??onsvil~ie:nerâl o f 
P e r s ia ,  d r iv en  in  n t a t e ,  c a l le d  or the M aster, ancl s ta y e d  a 
long tiü ie . He apoKe w ith  lu e  in  d e t a i l  about Hi® t r i p  
th roughou t Am erio* and Surope.

Often {firing th e  evening tre c a l l  or; Mrs. Stannarci, 
h i s s  Hisaoofc, . and i r*  ( l e t s in g e r ,  a t  ' the H ote l  V i c t o r i a ,  arid 
w i t t in g  on the  l a rg e  veaanda we t a l k  to g e th e r  about the  
Saune and th e  M aster of  the  f a s s e .

Ahmad s o h ra b .
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Bear F rie n d s :
Have you ever seen  th e  o r ig in a l  w r i t in g s  of 

BÀHA*0 ‘LLAH? T a b le ts  w r i t te n  w ith  H is Own B lessed  Hands?
I had th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  see in g  a sh o r t T ab le t to d a y , and im
m ed ia te ly  i t  pu t me in to  a m y ste rio u s touch  w ith  th a t  Holy 
and S iv in e  Power. J u s t  th in k !  to  h o ld  in  your hands, and 
re a d  w ith  your own eyes a T ab le t w r i t te n  w ith  H is Own Handl 
For many m inu tes £ looked a t  th e  w r i t in g ,  en tran ced  and 
wonder s t ru c k . Behind th e  Words X could  read  th e  u n p a ra l
le le d  s u f f e r in g s  and p e rs e c u tio n s  fo rb o rn e  by Híb  fo llo w e rs . 
The T ab le t belongs to  H a ji Ifiaz . He went to  C airo  y e s te rd a y  
m orning, and re tu rn e d  in  th e  even ing , b r in g in g  w ith  him t h i s  
T a b le t . When he was in  th e  P resence o f BAHA* 0*LI»AH, he 
re q u e s te d  Him to  r e v e a l f o r  him som ething. The B lessed  
P e r f e c t io n  took  th e  pen and p ap e r, and w ro te  f o r  him th e  
fo llo w in g  p ra y e r , w hich can be memorized by every  Bahai in  th e  
w orld :

•HB IS THB KST0WIÏG, THE WI SBi

"0 Godi ü Godl I beg o f Thee by Thy R adiant 
Maine, by Thy C o lle c tiv e  Marne, to  change th e  h u m ilia t io n  of 
Thy chosen ones' in to  Thy G lory; t h e i r  weakness in to  Thy 
S tre n g th ; t h e i r  im potence in to  Thine Omnipotence; t h e i r  
pov erty  in to  Thy ’Wealth; and t h e i r  f e a r  in to  Thy A ssurance.

0 Lord! I llu m in e  t h e i r  h e a r t s  by th e  t i g h t  o f  
Thy Knowledge.

0 Lordi Behold Thou th e s e  t h i r s t y  dmes jo u rn ey in g  
tow ard th e  R iver o f  Thy Bestow al and th e  Ocean o f  Thy Gener
o s i t y .

V e r i ly ,  Thou a r t  th e  P o w erfu l, th e  M ighty, th e
B enevolen t! ,ř

What would n o t one g iv e  j u s t  to  g e t  a p ray e r l ik e  
un to  t h i s  from th e  Hand o f  th e  M a n ife s ta tio n  o f  Godi T ru ly  
t h i s  i s  a g r e a t  G i f t .  These o ld  men who have seen  
BAHA*0 1LLAH many tim es a re  to  ray eyes very  w onderfu l, no 
m a tte r  what t h e i r  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e .  Have th ey  no t seen  th e  
Glory o f  God, th e  R e v e la to r  o f  th e  Word, th e  M ajesty o f  th e  
Lord? I t  ta k e s  my breath , when I  th in k  o f i t .  I  alw ays 
look upon them w ith  a p e c u l ia r  rev e ren ce  and r e s p e c t .  I f  
someone had tim e j u s t  to  w r i te  down t h e i r  s to ry  i t  would make, 
I  am su re , very  in t e r e s t i n g  re a d in g .

One o f th e  most d ram atic  e v e n ts  connected  w ith  t h i s  
Movement i s  th e  B ep artu re  o f  th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n .  The 
d e t a i l s  su rround ing  t h i s  w orld trag ed y  a re  very  w o n d erfu l,
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and in  th o se  day, and s ix  months a f t e r  th e  A scension , H a ji 
Miaz was p re s e n t in  Aoca. He h as  w itn essed  ev e ry th in g , and 
having once h ea rd  th e  s to r y ,  I  t h i n k . i t  w i l l  he f in e  to  reduce 
i t  to  w r i t in g ;  bu t I  am w a itin g  now to  h ea r  from o th e r  eye 
w itn e s s e s , and once I  have g o tte n  a l l  my m a te r ia ls  to g e th e r ,
I hope to  w r i te  th e  s to ry  in  a c o n secu tiv e  manner. Úp to  
t h i s  tim e no adequate  h i s to r y  of th e  L ife  o f  BAHA'o'LLAH i s  
w r i t te n .  A ll th a t  we have a re  frag m en ts , o r  th e  mere o u t
l i n e ,  How I long to  se e  a man endowed w ith  s p i r i t u a l  in s ig h t ,  
d iv in e  f a i t h ,  h i s t o r i c a l  im a g in a tio n , and i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e r
s p ic a c i ty ,  a r i s e ,  and w ith  p a tie n c e  and p e rse v e ran ce , t r a v e l  
th rough  th e  B a s t, c o l le c t in g  th e  p ro p e r  m a te r ia l s ,  and th en  
w r i te  a connected  h is to ry  o f the  Heavenly L ife  o f  BAHA’0 'LL AH, 
w ith  a l l  th a t  i t  means to  th e  w o rld , and th e  p ro g re ss  o f human 
c i v i l i s a t i o n .  Such a man w i l l  co n fe r an e te r n a l  b e n e f i t  to  
mankind. I t  i s  a hundred tim es e a s ie r  to  u n d ertak e  a work 
l i k e  un to  t h i s  a t  th e  p re se n t tim e th an  in  th e  coming a g e s .
Wot on ly  a re  th e re  many peop le  l iv in g  who have seen  BAHA'0‘LLAH, 
and whose s t o r i e s  roust be p re se rv e d , b u t we have among us 
ABÏU5 BAHA, our B eloved, Who has l iv e d  and t r a v e le d  w ith  
H is F a th e r th roughou t a l l  H is  s u f fe r in g s  and w anderings, e x i le  
and im prisonm ent. ïh e  tim e i s  r ip e :  f o r  such an u n d e rta k in g .

Y esterday  and today many p ilg r im s  a r r iv e d . From 
In d ia ,  fo u r  men, two women and th r e e  c h i ld re n , a l l  Z oroas- 
t r i a n  B ahais; from th e  P e rs ia n  G ulf, a prom inent ex-G overnor; 
from R u ss ia , an a rd en t '" e l ie v e r ;  and from  P e r s ia ,  an en th u s
i a s t i c  y o u th . Those who d e s i r e  to  see  a R e lig io u s  Congress 
must come a n d 's ta y  w ith  ABBUL BAHA, and observe how th e se  men 
and women o f  v a r io u s  ty p e s  and f a i t h s  come from a l l  p a r t s  o f 
th e  w orld to  re c e iv e  heavenly  knowledge from th e  Bounteous 
T ab le , and th en  r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  homes in s p ire d  w ith  
th e  c e l e s t i a l  s p i r i t  o f God moving th e  w orld  forw ard  to  i t s  
u l t im a te  d e s t in a t io n ,

A number of us went l a s t  n ig h t to  th e  s t a t i o n  to  
welcome our Z o ro a s tr ia n  f r i e n d s .  T h e ir f a c e s  were s e t  aglow 
w ith  th e  P ire  o f th e  Love o f God. They were g re a t  b ig  
h e a r ty  men, w ith  th a t  stamp o f n o b i l i ty  and d ig n ity  in  t h e i r  
fa c e s  which does n o t w ear o f f .  How: g la d  th e y  were when 
they  h ea rd  th a t  th e  American B ah ais  w i l l  soon go to  In d ia  to  
sp read  th e  G lo rious M essage. long to  se e  them**, th ey
s a id  in  ch o ru s . *'We a re  ready  to  r e c e iv e  them and to  
s a c r i f i c e  our l iv e s  f o r  them . How w o n d erfu l, how w o n d erfu lI 
th a t  God has g iven  u s  th e  m ighty p r iv i le g e  o f  w itn e ss in g  
H is m iracu lous w orks. Are th ey  n o t our r e a l  b ro th e r s  and 
s i s t e r s ?  A ll th e  b e l ie v e r s  of In d ia  a re  ex p ec tin g  t h e i r  
a r r i v a l ,  and w i l l  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  them to  th e  e x te n t o f  
t h e i r  c a p a c ity ,  to  sp read  th e  Message o f  L ig h t and T ru th ! **
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In  th e  morning th e  Beloved spoke in  d e t a i l  w ith  
th e  s tu d e n ts  about p u b lic  sp e ak in g , and em phasized th e  f a c t  
th a t  th ey  must p r a c t ic e  a t  a l l  t im e s1, b ecau se , as th e  fu tu re  
te a c h e rs  o f  th e  ia u se  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t liera to  develop  
t h i s  Sod g iv en  f a c u l ty .  Amongst them selves they  must choose 
v a r io u s  to p ic s  on a l l  s u b je c ts ,  p h y s ic a l and s p i r i t u a l ,  and 
th en  le c tu r e  abou t them, and th u s  employ t h e i r  im a g in a tio n .



Ramleh, Bgypt, September 28, 1913.

Bear P rie n d s :
Aa u s u a l th e  Beloved re c e iv e d  th e  s tu d e n ts  t h i s  

m orning, and, a s  th ey  a r e  go ing  to  le av e  tomorrow f o r  B e iru t 
to  he th e r e  b e fo re  th e  opening o f th e  c o l le g e  on October 
f i f t h ,  He rem inded them o f  th e  fo rm er g lo ry  of P e r s ia  and 
h e r  p re s e n t decadence, and encouraged them to  go on w ith  t h e i t  
s tu d ie s ,  t h a t  th e  «fonfirm ations o f  God w i l l  he ev e r  w ith  them, 
and w ished them to  he r a d ia n t  s t a r s  in  th e  H orizon  o f  Baha. 
A fterw ard , th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  B ahais were p e rm itte d  to  see th e  
fa c e  o f th e  M aster. They were so happy and g la d , because 
th ey  have reach ed  fcheir d e s t in a t io n  a f t e r  th e  long jo u rn ey .

In  th e  co u rse  o f  th e  co n v e rsa tio n  w ith  Mrs. P easer 
th e  M aster to ld  h e r :

WI  d e s i r e  t h a t  you he f i l l e d  w ith  BAHA*COPIAH.
You must c o n c e n tra te  a l l  y o u r id e a s  and th o u g h ts  around th e  
prom otion  o f  th e  Word o f God. J u s t  : as th e  cup i s  f i l l e d  
w ith  th e  w ine , so th y  h e a r t  must he in flam ed  w ith  th e  Love o f  
th e  B lessed  P e r f e c t i o n s  lo o k  a t  me, how from  e a r ly  morning 
u n t i l  l a t e  in  th e  even ing  I  am engaged in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  
®ause. I  d evo te  a l l  my tim e to  BAHA10 1LLAH. As you a re  
going to  I n d ia ,  l e t  thy  one thought he BAHA'O'LLAH. He w i l l  
h e lp  you. Whenever I  send someone io  se rv e  th e  0au.se, X
pray  in  h is  b e h a lf ,  and God w i l l  a s s i s t  him. I  pray in  h is  
b e h a lf .  Rest a s su re d  t h a t  I  w i l l  he w ith  you, and you w i l l  
he enab led  to  re n d e r  g re a t  s e rv ic e s .  Let th y  h e a r t  he a t 
r e s t ,  and have no f e a r . 1'

In  th e  a f te rn o o n  th e  M aster was ag a in  i n  th e  g a r 
den , d i c t a t in g  T a b le ts  to  M irza Moneer. Mrs. s ta n n a rd  was 
a lso  p e rm itte d  to  he p re s e n t  and he an eye w itn e ss  o f th e se  
heavenly  a f te rn o o n s . Those who a re  p r iv i le g e d  to  s i t  in  th e  
garden w h ile  th e  Beloved i s  a rra n g in g  th e  i iv i n e  B o^uets o f 
th e  Roses o f s ig n i f ic a n c e s  and th e  v io l e t s  o f  R e a l i t i e s ,  to  
he sen t to  a l l  p a r t s  o f th e  w o rld , can n ever f o r g e t .  The 
M aster i s  e a rn e s t ly  tu rn in g  H is a t t e n t io n  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
o f th e  O rie n t, and th e  S e c r e ta r ie s  a re  k ep t busy copying , 
th e  innum erable T a b le ts  w hich descend from th e  Heaven o f the  
S iv in e  W ill. How and th e n  a number o f  T a b le ts  a re  re v e a ie d  
f o r  th e  West, h u t th e  l a s t  i s  g e t t in g  th e  l i o n ‘s sh a re .
B efore s u n s e t ,  a s  I  was w alk ing  o u ts ië d  th e  house , I  saw th e  
M aster coming out off th e  ro se  garden  fo llo w ed  by a number o f 
b e l i e v e r s ,  Mrs. S tan n a rd , and a newspaper co rre sp o n d e n t.
With th e  l a t t e r  th e  Beloved w alked away, and I  jo in e d  Mrs. 
S tannard  and walked tow ard th e  b each . For n e a rly  an hour we 
s a t  on th e  sand w atching  th e  se a  and spaelcing about th e  
Bause, th e  M aste r, th e  f u tu r e  p ro g re s s  o f th e  R e v e la tio n .
A ll th e  b e l ie v e r s  lo v e  h e r .  She is : an an g e l o f  l i g h t ,  a
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w onderfu l B ah ai, and th e  M aster always p r a is e s  h e r  s in c e r i t y ,  
h e r  d e v o tio n , h e r  e n th u s ia s t ic  a c t i v i t y ,  h e r  h ro ad  v is io n , 
and h e r  u n f a i l in g  energy in  many d i r e c t io n s .  T his b e in g  th e  
l a s t  n ig h t ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  and th e  r e s id e n t  B ahais had a f a re w e ll  
m eeting , and a d d re sse s  were d e l iv e re d  both. in  P e rs ia n  and 
E n g lish . 3ach ad d ress  was fo llo w ed  by th e  s in g in g  o f a 
Bahai song. I t  was r e a l l y  a most w onderful even ing , which 
w i l l  n ever be f o rg o t te n .  We were s in g in g  and ta lk in g  u n t i l  
l a t e  in  th e  ev en in g . Would you l i k e  to  h ear one o f  th e  
ad d resses?

"My d ea r Bahai b ro th e r s i
lu r in g  th e  l a s t  few d ay s , th ro u g h  th e  Mercy o f  our 

Beloved ABBUL BAHA, we have been brought to g e th e r .  We have 
l iv e d  under one ro o f ,  s a t  around one t a b l e  and a s s o c ia te d  
to g e th e r  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  love and u n i ty .  I cannot exp ress 
to  you ad eq u ate ly  how much I was im pressed  by your e a rn e s tn e s s  
and tru e  f r ie n d s h ip .  The memory o f th e se  days, as w e ll as 
th e  days spen t w ith  your companions who c o n s t i tu te d  th e  f i r s t  
p a r ty ,  w i l l  ev er l i v e  in  my mind. We cannot g a in say  one 
th in g ,  and th a t  i s ,  th e  l i r e  o f  th e  Love o f BAHA'O'lLAH and 
ABMJL BAHA burn ing  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  each one of you. God, 
th rough  H is G race, has chosen you from amongst th e  people o f 
P e r s ia ,  and crowned your heads w ith  th e  diadem of F a ith i  
T h is  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  p r iv i le g e  in  th e  Kingdom of Abhai Un
d o u b ted ly , you. must have been  w a itin g  f o r  th e  re c e p tio n  o f 
t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  G if t .

I n  t h i s  day only th o se  who a re  pure in  h e a r t ,  u n se l
f i s h  in  aim , and s e l f  s a c r i f i c in g ,  a re  e n ro lle d  in  th e  in v in 
c ib le  rank  o f th e  Army o f  God. By t h i s  you can e a s i ly  see 
th a t  each one o f  you i s  a s o ld i e r ,  and must be a courageous 
s o ld i e r ,  ready  to  g iv e  up h is  l i f e  any in s t a n t  f o r  th e  
sake o f  th e  ©ause. AB1ÜL BAHAWis your © om m ander-in-ghief, 
and from th e  I n v i s ib le  World He i s  c o n t in u a l ly  r e in fo rc in g  you 
w ith  th e  Power of th e  Holy S p i r i t .  Your a r t i l l e r y  i s  th e  
P r in c ip le s  o f  th e  Sause; your cannon i s  th e  Love o f  God; 
your r i f l e s  a re  th e  B ivine T each ings; and you r d efen d ers  a re  
th e  Angels o f  th e  Supreme fo n o o u rse . in  your h e a r t s  i s  th e  
love  of hum anity; on you r l i p s  i s  th e  word o f Ya-Baha-Hi-Abhai 
in  your hands i s  th e  sword o f  L ig h t. ; B efore you th e r e  i s  no 
d e f e a t ,  beh ind  you th e re  a re  g lo r io u s  v i c t o r i e s ,  and on a l l  
s id e s  you a re  surrounded  by th e  0 o n fin fla tio n s  o f  God.
AB1UL BAHA has in s t r u c te d  you and has in s p i r e d  your h e a r ts  
w ith  th e  m y s te r ie s  o f s e l f  s a c r i f i c e .  He i s  look ing  toward 
you w ith  w is t f u l  te n d e rn e s s , ex p ec tin g  th a t  each one w i l l  
become a g re a t  te a c h e r  in  th e  «fause. From a p h y s ic a l s ta n d 
p o in t ,  you a re  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f P e r s ia ,  b u t from a s p i r i t u a l  
s ta n d p o in t,  you a re  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  Kingdom o f Abha, which
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means th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  w o rld . fo n se q u e n tiy , a lthough  
P e r s ia  has a c la im  on you, th e  w orld has a g r e a te r  c la im .

You a re  a l l  aware o f  th e  f a c t  oiiat th rough  th e  
R e v e la tio n  o f  H is H o lin ess  BAHA* 0 1LLAH a new S p i r i t  o f 
B rotherhood i s  about leav en in g  a l l  th e  d eg rees  o f s o c ie ty ,  
and e n la rg in g  th e  h o r iz o n  o f  human i n t e l l e c t .  n a tu r a l ly ,  
th e n , every  Bahai i s  c a l le d  upon to  c o n tr ib u te  h is  share to  
t h i s  g en e ra l awakening, and once you are  ou t o f  th e  campus o f 
your Alma M ater you w i l l  be c a l le d  upon by th e  Lord o f H osts 
to  g i r d  up th e  lo in s  o f  endeavor, and sp read  amongst th e  
p re se n t day r e l ig io n s  and n a tio n s  th a t  s p i r i t  o f to le ra n c e  
and freedom  from  p re ju d ic e  which a re  so much needed.

I  can n ev er fo rg e t  th e  day in  W ashington when our 
Beloved AB1UL BAHA c a l le d  on th e  Ambassador o i xurKwy. ne 
was ng p e a r  th e  window, w atch ing  th e  number o f  men and
women p a ss in g  by . At th e  tim e a young negro as b la ck  as co a l 
p assed  by.

• l i d  you see  th a t  young b la c k  n eg ro ?1 He asked .
'Y e s ',  I answ ered. *1 d e c la re  by BAHA'OfLLAH th a t  I  w ish 

him to  become as r a d ia n t  a s  th e  sh in in g  sun which i s  f lo o d in g  
th e  w orld  w ith  i t s  g lo r io u s  l i g h t , 1 He s a id  e a rn e s t ly .

T h is example w i l l  show you how our Beloved i s  
an x io u s , and how He i s  working day and n ig h t so th a t  a l l  
mankind may advanoe d a i ly  a long  th e  d eg rees o f s p i r i t u a l  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  ev er m arching upward t i l l  
i t  a t t a i n s  to  th e  h ig h e s t  s t a t io n  o f p e r f e c t io n .  Of co u rse  
we must p o l is h  th e  m irro r  o f our h e a r t s ,  we must make our
s e lv e s  more o ap ab le  f o r  th e  appearance o f  th e  h id d en  v i r tu e s  
o f  th e  w orld o f  hum anity; o th e rw ise , we w i l l  not be  confirm ed 

in  th e  accom plishm ent o f  u n iv e r s a l  s e r v ic e s .

In  H is re d e n t ad d re sse s  and T a b le ts  AB*UL BAHA has 
re p e a te d ly  em phasized th e  p r in c ip le  o f  te a c h in g  th e  fa u se , 
awakening th o se  who a re  a s le e p ,  bestow ing s ig h t  to  th e  b l in d ,  
h ea rin g  to  th e  d e a f , and l i f e  to  th e  dead ones. Today t h i s  
i s  th e  g r e a te s t  s e rv ic e  in  th e  fa u se  o f  God. This i s  o f 
param ount im portance , and must n o t be overlooked f o r  one mo
m ent. i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  w o rld , E ast and B est, Worth and 
South , th e  f r ie n d s  o f  God a re  doing t h e i r  b e s t  to  sp read  th e  
Glad T id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom. I  know f u l l  w e ll th a t  teao h in g  
in  S y r ia , Egypt and Turkey i s  fo rb id d e n , b u t you can do one 
th in g ,  and th a t  i s ,  p re p a re  y o u rse lv e s  fo r  th e  tim e to  come. 
When a n a t io n  d e te rm in es to  go to  w ar, th e  commissary d e p a r t
ment w i l l  make d e f in i t e  p la n s , f i l l  th e  a r s e n a ls  w ith  powder 
and c a r t r id g e s ,  and th e  m agazines w e ll su p p lie d  w ith  fo o d . 
T h e re fo re , you must be always ready  f o r  w ar, th e  k in d  o f  war 
th a t  d e s tro y s  ig n o ran c e , w ipes away s p i r i t u a l  p r e ju d ic e s ,  and
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s h a t t e r s  th e  fo rc e s  o f d a rk n ess . Let u s  a c q u ire  knowledge, 
more know ledge, and y e t  more knowledge; fo r  th a t  which de
c re a s e s  ig n o ran ce  and in c re a s e s  in s ig h t  i s  a c c e p ta b le  in  th e  
s ig h t  o f  th e  L ord .

P e rs o n a lly , I  have done no th ing  in  th e  cause , 
n e i th e r  have I  perform ed any s e rv ic e  to  e n t i t l e  me to  s ta n d  
up h e re  and g iv e  you any v a lu a b le  a d v ic e , f o r  d u rin g  my s ta y  
in  America I  have le a rn e d  one th in g ,  and th a t  i s ,  th e  more one 
le a rn s  th e  g r e a te r  i s  h i s  ig n o ran c e . However, in  t h i s  
Supreme l i s p e n s a t io n  th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  ha£ prom ised u s  
th a t  i f  we a r i s e  to  s e rv e  th e  Cause th e  s p i r i t u a l  C onfirm ations 
w i l l  come to  our a s s i s ta n c e ,  and th e  doors o f  God’s ©uidance 
w i l l  be opened b e fo re  our eyes from  a l l  s id e s .  co n seq u en tly , 
our t r u s t  i s  in  th e  Lord o f  H o s ts . : We must tu rn  our h e a r t s  
a t  a l l  tim es tow ard th e  Kingdom o f  Abha,and th e  « e n te r  o f 
th e  Covenant, and r e s t  a s su re d  th a t  a l l  our b e s t  w ishes and 
id e a l s  w i l l  be r e a l iz e d  as  long  a s  our aim i s  to  prom ulgate 
th e  Cause and s c a t t e r  th e  T eachings abroad .

A fte r  th e  la p s e  o f  a few hours you w i l l  r e tu r n  to  
c o lle g e  scenes and l i f e  which you no doubt c h e r is h  and lo v e , 
b u t a few o f u s  w i l l  y e t  s ta y  h e r e ,  near th e  T hresho ld  o f  
AB1UL BAHÀ, to  le a r n  more o f  th e  le s so n s  o f  s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  
r e n u n c ia t io n , holy  en thusiasm , f irm n ess  and sev e ran ce  from 
a l l  e l s e  save Him.

You a re  la d e n , no t on ly  w ith  th e  jew e ls  o f H is 
Words, b u t your memory i s  re f re s h e d  by th e  w aftin g  o f th e  
B reeze o f H is S iv in e  P re sen ce . We a l l  en joyed  your a s s o c ia 
t i o n ,  were s t i r r e d  in to  c h e e r fu ln e s s  by y o u r s in g in g  Bahai 
songs, and w i l l  e v e r  remember th e s e  happy and memorable d ay s . 
May th e  s t a r s  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  hope dawn from th e  E a s te rn  h o r i 
zon. May you become th e  t r u e  s e rv a n ts  o f  th e  ?rarld  o f 
hum anity. May you ev e r  s t r i v e  to  se rv e  th e  Cause o f 
U n iv e rsa l P eace. May you be th e  fo u n d ers  of th e  p a la c e  o f 
S p i r i tu a l  B ro therhood . May you r a i s e  w ith  one acco rd  th e  
m elodious anthem of th e  Kingdom o f  Abha. May you u n fu r l  the  
banner o f  human s o l i d a r i t y ,  and in v i t e  a l l  mankind to  e n te r  
under th e  shade o f  th e  T ab ern ac le  o f  e te r n a l  c o n c i l i a t io n ,  
un ion  and f r a t e r n i t y .  A llaho Abhai

' Ahmad Sohrab.
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t e a r  F r ie n d s ;
T h is  was a day o f s e p a ra t io n . Our te n  s tu d e n ts ,  

a f t e r  h e a r in g  th e  f a r e w e ll  Words o f  th e  B eloved , d e p a r te d  f o r  
S y r ia ; and two K urd ish  tn e o lo g io a l  s tu d e n ts  who were v i s i t i n g  
th e  Beloved re tu rn e d  to  f a i r o .  Toiuorz*ow our ex-G-overnor from  
one o f - th e  P o r ts  o f  th e  P e r s ia n  G ulf w i l l  d e p a r t  f o r  T eheran  
w ith  a n o th e r  B ah a i, v ia  R u ss ia . Thus you w i l l  o b se rv e  t h a t  
th e s e  men, youhg and o ld ,  b e in g  f i l l e d  w ith  th e  Love o f  God 
and hum anity , r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  homes w ith  t h i s  new s p i r i t  and 
t h i s  b u rn in g  F i r e .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  th e  so u rc e  o f an u n f a i l in g  
jo y  to  come in to  c o n ta c t  w ith  t l ie s e  men o f  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s  
and c l im e s , bTin®d,ng i n  th e  good news o f th e  p ro g re s s  o f th e  
g au se . They a re  a l l  e a g e r  to  h e a r  th e  news o f  th e  p rom otion  
o f  th e  Movement i n  A m erica. What a re  th e  b e l ie v e r s  doing?
Are th e y  happy now t h a t  th e  M aster h as  been  in  t h e i r  m idst?
Are th e y  c a r r y in g  a lo n g  th e  g r e a t  work He s ta r t e d ?  Are th ey  
te a c h in g  new so u ls ?  Are th e  W estern  p e o p le  s u s c e p t ib le  to
s p i r i t u a l  em otions? Are th e  f r i e n d s  e n k in d le d  w ith  th e  F i r e
o f  th e  hove o f God? Are th e y  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  B eauty  o f  th e  
B le sse d  P e r f e c t io n ?  Are th e y  go ing  to  a s s i s t  u s i n  b r in g in g  
abou t th e  ©ause o f  human B ro therhood? I s  th e  L ig h t o f 
R e a l i ty  s h in in g  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s ?  lo  th e y  r e a l l y  th in k  and 
b e l ie v e  t h a t  we a r e  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  b r o th e r s  and s i s t e r s ?
How we do long  to  s e e  them , and s a c r i f i c e  our l i v e s  f o r  them I

T hese a r e  t h e  q u e s t io n s  th e y  ash  me, one a f t e r  
a n o th e r ,  so te n d e r  i n  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  so b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e ,  so w o n d e rfu l : i n  t h e i r  f a i t h .  "Y es,"  one o f them  
t o l d  me, "I have h e a rd  t h e  A m erican B ah a is  a r e  sp re a d in g  th e  
flause v e ry  s t r e n u o u s ly ,  and  e v e ry  n ig h t  b e fo re  g o in g  to  bed 
I  p ra y  f o r  them  fro m  th e  d e p th  o f  ray h e a r t .  I  b eg  o f  God to  
r e i n f o r c e  them  w ith  th e  a n g e ld  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, and 
su rro u n d  them  w ith  u n i v e r s a l  9o n f i r m a t i o n s . " I s  n o t t h i s
v e ry  to u c h in g ?  l i d  you ev e r  Know t h a t  you  have  an  O r ie n ta l  
b r o t h e r  i n  t h e  f a r  B ast who p ra y s  f o r  you ev e ry  n ig h t?

Today M&hnial o r  th e  H oly © arp e t was ta k e n  from  
A le x a n d r ia  to  b e  c a r r i e d  to  M ecca. I t  a r r i v e d  from  t t a i r o ,  and 
was p a ra d e d  th ro u g h  th e  s t r e e t s  i n  a lo n g  p ro c e s s io n  b e f o r e  
i t  r e a c h e d  th e  s te a m e r . As th e  s to r y  o f  Jlahm al, and  i t s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  th e  Mohammedan w o r ld , i s  v e ry  im p o r ta n t ,
I  have  to  d e v o te  a  few  p a g e s  t o  th e  n a r r a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  o u r 
W este rn  b r o th e r s  and  s i s t e r s  may have a  c l e a r  c o n c e p t io n  in  
r e g a r d  to  i t .  I  s h a l l  do t h i s  i n  ray to m o rro w ’ s  l e t t e r .

i n  H is  f a r e w e l l  t a l k  to  th e  s t u d e n t s ,  th e  M a s te r  
t o l d  them  t h i s  m o rn in g , a t  H is own h o u s e :
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•Praise toe to &od that you have oomei for  many 
days you have toeen here, and w ith perfect joy and fragrance 
we associated together. These days passed in  perfect happi
ness. i t  As jay hope that through the Pavors of the Blessed  
Perfection you may fin ish  your studies in  the «o liege of 
Beirut. .■

Best ye assured that ye are confirmed* A ll these  
people are l ik e  unto sheep without a shepherd; they have no 
protector and no defender* But you are the sheep and the 
Blessed Perfection i s  your Shepherd. He i s  Kind to His 

i flock* The majority o f  mankind are in  great lo s s ,  tout yours 
! i s  the sp ir itu a l:p ^ ^ ^ /'y :'';:.;lhere are many souls who are retro-  
; grading, tout you are progressing. Many trees are withered, 
tout you are the young plants o f the orchard of Atoha, and daily  
you are growing in  freshness and delioaoy. Others are HEe 
unto the fa lle n  s ta rs , tout you are r is in g  with great b r illia n 
cy in  the Horizon of R ea lity .•

Then He spoke about Mahmal, and to ld  them to go 
and see i t  before they depart for B eirut. Their steamer 
s a i l s  out e f  port àt 4 o*olook JP. M.
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Sear y r ie n a s :
Y esterday  th e  Beloved t o l d  u s  to  go to  A lexandria  

and see  th e  gorgeous p ro c e s s io n  c a rry in g  th e  Mahmal to  Mecca. 
When we a r r iv e d  in  th e  c i t y ,  we saw th e  main avenues th rough  
which th e  Mahmal was going to  p a ss  th ronged  w ith  thousands 
o f  Araba, men and women, d re sse d  in  a i l  p ic tu re s q u e  c o lo r s .  
E gyptian  s o ld ie r s  and mounted guards kep t th e  moving and 
s ta n d in g  crowds on th e  sidew alks in  o rd e r . A lthough we could  
g e t n ic e  c h a ir s  in  th e  f ro n t  row f o r  th e  payment o f  th e  ro y a l 
sum o f two c e n ts  and a h a l f ,  we p r e f e r r e d  to  mix w ith  th e  
h o lid ay  m akers. We had to  w a it f o r  two h o u rs  in  th e  sun 
b e fo re  we co u ld  see th e  head  o f  th e  in t e r e s t i n g  p ro c e s s io n .

I t  i s  p o p u la r ly  b e l ie v e d  th a t  whosoever to u ch es  th e  
Mahmal, God’ s b le s s in g  w i l l  descend upon him and h i s  fam ily .
For t h i s  re a so n  th e re  i s  always th e  f e a r  th a t  th e  crowd in  a 
b u rs t  o f  r e l ig io u s  z e a l  w i l l  g a th e r  around th e  Mahmal, and in  
th e  a c t  tram p le  many p eop le  under t h e i r  f e e t .  T h e re fo re , 
th e  Government has o rd ered  s e v e ra l  reg im en ts  o f  s o ld ie r s  to  
s ta n d  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  s id ew alk s , s id e  by s id e ,  w ith  t h e i r  
r i f l e s  p o in tin g  c l e a r ly  a t  th e  oeowd who a re  en thused  a t th e  
s ig h t  o f  th e  Mahmal and by s in g in g  P ilg rim ag e  songs. The 
o th e r  day I  was re a d in g  a book on th e  custom s and manners of 
modern E g y p tian s , p u b lish e d  l a s t  year^  In  one ch ap te r  th e  
au th o r  g iv e s  some in t e r e s t i n g  acco u n ts  ofi t h i s  h i s t o r i c  event 
in  S a iro . I  w i l l  quo te  a  few e x t r a c t s  b e a r in g  on th e  s u b je c t :

"One o f th e  g r e a te s t  ev en ts  o f  t h e  y ea r in  Egypt i s  
th e  s t a r t i n g  o f  th e  Holy f a rp e t  f o r  Mecca. ' As r e g u la r ly  as 
th e  mohth o f f a s t in g  comes to  a jo y fu l  end in  th e  Bairam 
ř e a s t ,  th e  populace b e g in t to  look  forw ard fo  th e  f e s t i v a l  of 
th e  Mahmal, a s  no t only m arking th e  tim e o f  th e  s e t t in g  o f f  of 
th e  p ilg r im s  to  th e  h o ly  c i t y ,  b u t as an event o f g re a t  moment 
to  a l l  men r e l ig io u s ly  in c l in e d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  poor, who 
have few hopes o f  making th e  jou rney  th em selv es..............................

A s u r p r is in g  f a c t ,  i f  one d id  n o t know th e  l a s t ,  when 
one le a rn s  th a t  th e  co s t o f  th e  P ilg rim ag e  f a r a  van. o f  th e  
E gyptian  Mahmal i s  no le s s  th an  250,000 a y e a r , m ostly  
borne by th e  S ta te ,  inoikiMting th e  g i£ t£  se n t to  A rabia w ith  
i t .  My f i r s t  i n t e r e s t  was w h e tted  by th e  p erm issio n  g iv en  
to  v i s i t  th e  p la c e  where th e  Holy f a rp e t  i s  woven every y e a r ,  
and where th e  Mahmal and th e  b e a u t i f u l  door co v e rin g s  and 
o th e r  sac red  d e c o ra tio n s  a re  em broidered .

•T h is i s  a  Government p l a c e ,1 th e  Bey to ld  me a t  th e  
g a te ,  w ith  co u rteo u s  welcome, ‘bu t i t  i s  k ep t under s e p a ra te  
r u l e ,  and i s  no t a c c e s s ib le  as o th e r  Government o f f i c e s  a re .*
I  tu rn e d  to  l i s t e n  to  th e  m elodious v o ice  o f  a Sheikh read in g  
th e  Korah in  a balcony  o v erlo o k in g  th e  c o u r t  y a rd . ‘ Ours i s
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th e  only p la c e  under Government where th e  Holy Koran i s  r e a d . 
T his p la c e  i s  as sa c re d  as a mosque d u rin g  t h i s  tim e of th e  
y e a r . 1

We were ta k en  a t  once to  a long room to  see th e  sp inn ing  
loom where th e  raw yellow  s i l k  i s  p rep a red  b e fo re  being  dyed, 
tfext we saw th e  a o tu a l  weaving o f  th e  C a rp e t. How i t  ever 
came by such a name cou ld  n o t be im agined when one has seen  i t .  
I n  r e a l i t y ,  o f  co u rse  i t  i s  th e  o u te r  cover of th e  -Kaaba, and 
th e  name 1« a r p e t1 i s  n ever a p p lie d  to  i t  by any b u t th e  
Europeans, who p e r s i s t  in  so naming i t ;  and what i s  c u r io u s , 
a t  th e  same tim e th in k  th a t  th e  Mahmal, w hich i s  a camftl 
p a la n q u in , r e a l l y  goes to  Mecca w ith  a c a rp e t in s id e  o f  i t ,  
and b r in g s  i t  back to  s a i r o .  There i s  no r e tu r n  o f any 
c a rp e t to  ii& iro. T o u r is ts  who th in k  they  a re  see in g  th e  
Holy C a rp e t 's  r e tu r n ,  see only  th e  Mahmal coming back.;, as  i t  
w ent, q u i te  empty.

I t  would be b e t t e r  to  speak o f  'H oly C u r ta in s ’ , o f 
which th e r e  a re  e ig h t used  in  th e  com plete cov erin g  o f  th e
Kaaba............................................................. The c u r ta in s  a re  b la c k ,
and th e  a r t  o f  making them c o n s is ts  o f  weaving th e  Koran 
t e x t s  in to  th e  m a te r ia l ,  a lso  in  b la c k , w ith  an e f f e c t  l ik e  
th a t  o f damask; th e  l e t t e r i n g ,  which i s  la r g e ,  be ing  in  th e  
d e c o ra tiv e  A rab ic . The w a te red  s i l k  e f f e c t  of th e  l e t t e r i n g  
i s  most s t r i k in g ,  and in  c e r t a in  l i g h t s ,  when th e  cover i s  
huhg upon th e  Kaaba, I t  can  be re a d  a t  a oonsddratťfcie d i s 
ta n c e , .............................................  i t  was ex trem ely  in t e r e s t i n g  to
be a b le  to  see  and hand le  th e  famous band which e n c i r c le s  
th e  Kaaba. T h is  M ag n ificen t b e l t  i s  about two and a h a l f  
f e e t  deep . The fo llo w in g  from  th e  K oran, c a l le d  th e  Throne 
V erse, i s  h e a v ily  em broidered on i t  in  go ld : l Godi There
i s  no God b u t He, th e  h iv in g , th e  E te rn a l;  nor slum ber 
s e iz e th  Him nor s le e p ; H is w hatsoever i s  in  th e  Heavens
and w hatsoever i s ' î i n  th e  e a r th .  ........................................................
His Throne re a c h e th  over th e  Heavens and th e  earth ,fcnd  th e  
u pho ld ing  o f b o th  burdeneth  Him n o t; and He i s  th e  H igh, th e  
G r e a t ,1 . ....................................

That th e  ta k in g  o f a l l  th e se  sa c red  o b je c ts  con
n ec ted  w ith  the. c a rp e t to  A rab ia  i s  in  i t s e l f  a c o n s id e ra b le  
u n d e rta k in g  was brought home to  ug by se e in g  th e  t e n t s  and 
th e  w a te rsk in s  and o th e r  re q u ire m e n ts - fo r  th e  long jo u rn ey .
We now went in to  th e  c o u r t y a rd , and th e  two very f in e  cam els, 
in  a way h e ld  sa c red  to o , w hich a re  kep t h e re  s o le ly  f o r  th e  
purpose o f conveying th e  Mahmal to  Mecca, were b rough t out 
f o r  u s . They a re  o f  g re a t s i a e ,  and o f th e  cream c o lo r  whiah 
d is t in g u is h e s  th e  f i n e r  b reed  o f  cam els. These an im als l iv e  
in  a .secluded b u t lu x u rio u s  way w ith in  th e s e  p r e c in c t s .  By 
th e  c red u lo u s  populace a l l  s o r t s  o f m irae& leus s ig n s  mark 
them ou t in  th e  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  f o r  s e le c t io n  to  t h e i r  sac red  
t a s k .  .............................................

A c é lé b r a t io n  took  p la c e  i n  th e  b u ild in g  under th e  
c i t a d e l  on th e  n ig h t b e fo re  th e  Kaaba hangings and th e  Mahmal
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s t a r t  f o r  Mecca. There th e  Mahmal was shown, and, more in 
t e r e s t i n g  s t i l l ,  th e re  was se t up an ex ac t model o f th e  Kaaba 
w ith  a l l  th e  c u r ta in s  hung as th e y  appear in  th e  Holy B ity . 
There i s  no r e l ig io u s  c e le b r a t io n  in  # a iro  more im p ressiv e  and. 
b e a u t i f u l  th a t. t h i s  f e s t i v a l ,  h e ld  on: th e  eve o f  th e  s e t t in g  
ou t o f  th e  Mahmal*s P ilg rim ag e  to  Mecca. There are  o th e r  
g re a t  p u b lio  o c c a s io n s , when th e  O rie n ta l sp len d o r o f i l lu m in 
a t io n  b reak s  o u t ,  to  t h r i l l  th e  th ro n g in g  p o p u lace , and th e  
o u t o f  door ex c item en ts  o f  th e  f a i r  a re  lin k e d  w ith  th e  
c la im s o f  p io u s  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  But t h i s  o f f i c i a l  f ê t e  in  th e  
P a v il io n s  a t  th e  fo o t o f th e  f i t a d e l  combines in  equal p ropor
t io n s  a sen se  o f th e  sao red  o f f ic e  w ith  t h a t  o f  subd ted  e n te r 
ta in m e n t, a f e e l in g  o f r e l i g i o u s  awe being  c u r io u s ly  m ingled 
w ith  th a t  o f  r e jo ic in g ,  .................. ....

The r e a l  c e n te r  which drew every Moslem, man and 
c&Lld, was th e  Mahmal, now to  be seen  in  p u b lio  f o r  th e  f i r s t  
tim e s in c e  - i t s  r e tu r n  from  l a s t  y e a r 's  p ilg r im a g e . Hound 
th e  Mahmal men crowded. They a tro k e d  a f r in g e  o f  i t ,  always 
w ith  th e  r i g h t  hand, and th e n  to  im bibe th e  b le s s in g ,  imme
d ia te ly  s tro k e d  t h e i r  f a c e s  w h ile  th e y  m u tte red  a p ra y e r .
L i t t l e  c h i ld re n  were h e ld  up th a t  th e y  m ight re p e a t th e  
p a r e n t 's  aett^ As we s to o d  n e a r  th e  Mahmal, we cou ld  see  
s e a te d  on th e  f lo o r  a t  a s h o r t  d is ta n c e ,  in  a double row, 
abou t 24 men fa c in g  each o th e r ,  c h a n tin g  p r a is e s  o f  th e  
P ro p h e t, and r e c i t i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Him. At a c e r t a in  p o in t 
they  oame to  an end o f  c h a n tin g ; a l l  hands went up to  th e
b r e a s t s ,  u p r a is e d ,  a s  a s ig n  o f  s i l e n t  p e t i t i o n .  ................
O ccasio n a lly  th e re  oame a man who prayed  w ith  more th a n  u su a l 
in te n tn e s s ,  and seemei. as  i f  he co u ld  n o t t e a r  h im s e lf  away 
from th e  Mahmal, and o th e rs  l e s s  devout would ta k e  h i s  p la c e  
c o n te n t p erhaps w ith  a to uoh .

And why i s  t h i s  Mahmal, which in  i t s  m a te r ia l  a sp ec t 
i s  j u s t  a camel p a la n q u in , so in te n s e ly  rev ered ?  To b eg in  
i t s  h is to ry  a t th e  end, th e re  i s  no doubt th a t  th e  re a so n  f o r  
t h i s  deep rev e ren c e  i s  t h a t  th e  Mahmal goes i s  Meooa every 
y e a r  e x a c tly  as a p ilg r im  g o es , v i s i t s  every  spo t th a t  th e
devout p ilg r im  v i s i t s .  ..................  . . .  .1 oan never fo rg e t
a scene n e a r  th e  Mahmal a t  A bbasieh, where th e  P ilg rim ag e  i s  
e v e n tu a l ly  o rg an ised  f o r  i t s  a c tu a l  s t a r t  to  Meooa. A 
number o:r poor women, whose ac cen t to ld  th a t  th ey  had come 
th e  long jou rney  from Upper E gypt, were s i t t i n g  in  a c lo se  
group on th e  ground as  n ea r to  th e  Mahmal as  p o s s ib le ,  s in g 
ing  very  sw eetly  a song o f th e  P ilg rim ag e . The Lord had 
den ied  them to  pray in  Mecca, b u t they  were not l e f t  a l to g e th e r  
d e s o la te ,  f o r . t h e i r  eyes were r e jo ic e d  to  see  th e  b le s s e d  
Mahmal.



Samieh, E gypt, October 1 , 1913»

S ear F rie n d s :
We h a v e  an o ld  Bahai by the,nam e o f "B1 Yahou."

H is form er r e l i g i o n  had been Jew ish , and h is  devo tion  to  th e  
Beloved i s  u n q u es tio n ed . The o th e r  day he went to  th e  house 
w herein  th e  M aster l i v e s  and s t a r t e d  to  weep and c ry  n ea r th e  
door. The members o f  th e  B lessed  Family heard  th e  c ry in g  
and weeping o f  th e  man and inform ed th e  M aster about i t .
He c a l le d  him in  and conso led  him, and to ld  him th a t  in  th i s  
Bay no one must cry  f o r  any re a so n , nayt, r a th e r ,  we must be 
very  happy and c o n ten te d  w ith  our l o t , and Know o f a c e r ta in ty  
th a t  th e  Lord o f H osts i s  w ith  u s ,  ready  to  r e s to r e  our h e a lth  

and a l l e v i a t e  our b u rd en . We must not l e t  an y th in g  d is tu rb  
th e  b a lan ce  o f  our m inds. Under a l l  c ircu m stan ces we must 
c o n tro l  our f e e l in g ,  and curb  our in c l in a t io n s .  We must 
f u l f i l l  our d u ty , a t t a i n  to  th e  h ig h e s t s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t io n  
and c lo s e  our eyes to  a l l  im p e rfe c tio n s . Then th e  Beloved 
took  pen and p ap er and w ro te  f o r  him th e  fo llo w in g  Holy T ab le t:

"0 thou  my h ind  f r ie n d l
I t  i s  ray hope th a t  th rough  th e  B estow als o f th e  

B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  thou  m ayst ever become a s s i s te d  and 
confirm ed , happy and joyous; th a t  thou mayst no t cry  and 
lam en t, nay , r a t h e r ,  thou  mayst s in g  and ch a n t. I t  i s  
s a id  th a t  th e  son of th e  G lo rio u s F rien d  had a w onderful 
melody and a sweet v o ic e . The Psalm s o f  Bavid a re  famous 
and not la m en ta tio n  and mourning o r c ry in g  by day and n ig h t.  
T h e re fo re , be thoti happy, and l e t  songs and anthems o f joy be 
on thy  l i p s .

(s ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas.*

Our El Yahou was bach in  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f a new 
h a p p in e ss , a new in s p i r a t io n ,  a new s e r e n i ty .  We a l l  f e l t  
h is  jo y fu l  v ib r a t io n s  and w atched d e l ig h te d ly  h is  calm fa c e . 
Then he drew h is  book o f  p o e try  from h is  pocket and sang a 
s t i r r i n g  Bahai song w ith  th e  energy and z e s t  o f a y o u th fu l 
s in g e r .

Today th e  Beloved se n t fo r  th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  and o th e r  
p i lg r im s . He in q u ire d  about th e  c o n d itio n  o f th e  Cause in  
Bombay and th e  / s p i r i t u a l  h e a l th  of th e  b e l ie v e r s .  I f  I  do 
not t r a n s l a t e  H is ex ac t Words, i t  i s  because I am not g e n e ra lly  
p re s e n t a t  th e s e  m ee tin g s  i n  th e  m ornings, b u t I  in q u ire  from 
them as soon a s 1 th e y  a re  baok. I t  seems th a t  th e  burden of 
t h i s  m orningr s message was th e  encouragement o f th o se  who 
were p re s e n t  in  th e  sp read  of th e  Cause. They must remove 
a l l  o b s ta c le s  from  t h e i r  p a th . They: ïrrust open e loquen t 
tongues in  th e  e x p la n a tio n  o f  p ro o fs  and argum ents. L ike 
th e  A postles  o f  o ld  they  must not mind any t r i a l  or t e s t .
With th e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f th e  s p i r i t u a l  m elodies o f th e
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Kingdom o f Abha th ey  must r a i s e  a new c a ll*  They must c le a r  
th e  Pathway o f R ig h teo u sn ess , blow th e  Trumpet o f  R e a li ty ,  
te a c h  th e  laws o f  hove and g e n t le n e s s ,  h e ra ld  th e  Glad T id ings 
o f  th e  Lord o f H o sts , and p i tc h  th e  te n t  o f  U n iv e rsa l Peace. 
The L igh t o f  th e  h e a r t s  i s  lo v e , l e t  i t  sh in e  b r ig h te r  and 
b r ig h te r  un to  th e  p e r f e c t  day.

The r e c e ip t  o f  c a b le s  from Amerio a  w i l l  ta k e  bach 
Mrs. E ra s e r . I  am very s o r ry , f o r  many re a s o n s , th a t  she 
w i l l  not be ab le  to  go to  I n d ia ,  f o r  I  had g re a t  con fid en ce  
in  h e r  a b i l i t y .  Of c o u rse , she i s  g re a t ly  d isa p p o in te d , 
b u t th e  Beloved to ld  h e r  t h a t  she can go l a t e r  to  In d ia .  
"Wherever thou a r t , "  He s a id ,  "thou w i l t  se rv e  th e  Cause o f 
God. In  America thou  w i l t  be a b le  to  re n d e r  a g re a t s e rv ic e .  
Rest thou  a ssu re d . I  lo v e  th ee  very much. Thou a r t  now my 
d a u g h te r , ray r e a l  d a u g h te r . Ash M irza Ahmad how o f te n  I  
speak o f  th e e . I  do n o t need to  speak o f  t h i s  b e fo re  th y  
fa c e . Thou h a s t been h e re , h a s t heard  th e  Words and a s s o c ia 
te d  w ith  my fa m ily . Sow go f o r th  in to  th e  w o rld  and te a c h  
th e  commandments o f  th y  lo r d .  L et thy h e a r t  be en k in d led  
w ith  t h i s  new P ire  o f  th e  Love o f  God. L et th y  l i p s  s in g  
th e  p r a i s e s  o f  jo y , l e t  th y  tongue commémorâte th e  g l o r i f i c a 
t io n  o f t r u e  Peace. Let thy  s p i r i t  be s t i r r e d  w ith  th e  
B reezes o f Heavenly h a p p in e ss . I  w i l l  be w ith  thee., I  am 
always w ith  th e e ."

W hile the  Beloved w a s .u t te r in g  th e se  s p i r i t u a l  
Words o f guidance I  knew th a t  th e re  must be a g re a t wisdom 
behind  t h i s  sudden c a l l  o f I s a b e l  th a t  we w i l l  u n d e rs tan d  l a 
t e r ;  th a t  no m a tte r  where she i s ,  she w i l l  be th e  same 
in d e fa t ig a b le  w orker f o r  th e  Cause o f g o o d -w ill and Peace.
Mov/ th a t  she w i l l  r e tu r n  to  America, lo c to r  and Mrs. Get s in g e r  
w i l l  leav e  fo r  In d ia  w ith o u t a t h i r d  p erso n . Mrs. s ta n n a rd  
may jo in  them l a t e r ,  bu t i t  i s  n o t su re . She i s  no t y e t 
very s tro n g  and must keep p e r f e c t ly  q u ie t in  o rd e r  to  win 
sack h e r  h e a l th .

The M aster c a l le d  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  on M irza Abul 
P az l and s ta y ed  w ith  him f o r  more th a n  an hou r, speaking  w ith  
him about th e  book which he i s  w r i t in g .

L a te r  on, a la rg e  package o f  l e t t e r s  w.ere re c e iv e d . 
He looked  over each , and l e f t  them to  be read  a f te rw a rd s .
In  answer to  one o f  them He say s:

"At p re se n t we a re  l iv in g  in  Ramieh, n ea r Alexan
d r i a .  from  a l l  p a r t s  th e  b e l ie v e r s  a re  a r r iv in g  d a i ly  and 
th e  banquet o f  m eeting i s  sp read . L ikew ise, num berless 
l e t t e r s  a re  being  re c e iv e d  in  la rg e  q u a n t i t i e s .  I f  I  de
vo te  ray day and n ig h t to  t h e i r  re a d in g , i t  i s  n o t s u f f i c i e n t . "

I n  answer to  a l e t t e r  from London, He say s :
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" P ra ise  be to  God th e  F rag ran ces  o f H o lin ess  a re  
d if fu s e d  and th e  b e l ie v e r s  and the°m aid  s e rv a n ts  o f th e  Mer
c i f u l  a re  engaged in  th e  prom otion  o f  th e  Most G reat G lad- 
T id in g s . They a re  o verflow ing  l i k e  un to  a cup w ith  th e  Love 
o f  God. This i s  th e  Favor o f  th e  A lm ighty!"

In  an o th e r T ab le t Tie sa y s :
“0 thou  new p la n t o f th e  Garden o f Abhaí Happy i s  

thy  c o n d itio n , f o r  th o u S a rt a fre sh , b ranch  in  th e  P a rad ise  
o f Abhaí Thou a r t  th e  tw ig  o f  th e  Tree o f  L if e ,  h a s t  
e n te re d  in  th e  S i ta d e l  o f  th e  Guidance o f God and a r t  f r e e  
from th e  d ro ss  o f e r r o r .  Thou h a s t a t ta in e d  to  th e  Most 
G reat P u r i ty ,  opened th in e  eyes and unstopped th in e  e a rs  and 
become th e  dandle o f  th e  Assemblage. I hope th a t  day by 
day thou  maye t add to  th y  f a i t h  and a s su ra n c e , knowledge and 
wisdom, f irm n ess  and s te a d f a s tn e s s .



Ramleh, E gypt, October 2 , 1913.

Sear F r ie n d s :
The Bahai love toward, a l l  th e  c r e a tu re s  must be as 

f r e e  as th e  a i r ,  as  unshakab le  as th e  m ountains, as im p erish 
ab le  as  th e  S p i r i t  o f  God, and as  te n d e r  as th e  love of a 
m other tow ard h e r  c h i ld re n . There, a re  abundant ev idences 
th a t  responding  to  the Love o f  God in  th e  h e a r t  must a lso  be 
% love  to  man. One of th e  s tr a n g e , a l l e g o r i c a l  v e rse s  in  
th e  Koran shows c le a r ly  th e  m y s tic a l lo n g in g s o f  th e  h e a r t 
tow ard t h i s  Love, and i t  i s  d e c la re d  th e t  t h i s  L igh t i s  no 
o th e r  th an  Godl s i l lu m in a tin g  dove fo r  man. The v e rse  i s  
as fo llo w s ;

"God i s  th e  L igh t o f th e  heavens and o f  th e  e a r th .
His L ig h t i s  l i k e  a n ich e  in  which i s  a lamp -  th e  lamp 
encased in  g la s s  -  th e  g la s s ,  as i t  w ere, a g l i s te n in g  s t a r .
I t  i s  l ig h te d  w ith  th e  o i l  o f  a b le s se d  t r e e ,  th e  o l iv e  
n e i th e r  o f  th e  E ast nor o f th e  W est, th e  o i l  o f  which would 
w e ll-n ig h  g iv e  L igh t though no f i r e  touched i t .  I t  i s  
l ig h t  upon l i g h t . "

When th e  Arabs observed  Mohammed1̂  c h a r i ty  toward 
th e  orphans and u n p ro te c te d , h i s  extrem e s im p lic i ty  and dem
o c r a t ic  a t t i t u d e  tow ard a l l  mankind, th e y  used  to  say : "He i s  
in  love w ith  H is M aker." One o f  th e  say in g s  o f th e  P rophet 
i s ;  "3o you love your C rea to r?  Love your fe llo w  b e in g s 
f i r s t . "  i n  a n o th e r  p la c e  He say s: "That man who i s  most 
c o n s id e ra te  o f  h is  k ind  i s  th e  f a v o r i t e  o f  God." He says 
in  an o th e r p la o e : "How do you th in k  God w i l l  know you when
you a re  in  H is P resence? By your love o f  your c h i ld re n ,  of 
your k in ,  o f your n e ig h b o rs , o f your fe llo w  c r e a tu r e s ."
Once th e  P rophet p rayed  w ith  g re a t  e a rn e s tn e s s :  "0 Lordi
Grant me th e  love o f  Thee; g ra n t th a t  I may love th o se  th a t  
lo v e  Thee; g ran t th a t  I  may do th e  deeds th a t  may win Thy 
love ; make Thy love  to  be d e a re r  to  me th an  s e l f ,  fa m ily , 
o r th a n  w e a lth ."  A li ,  th e  so n -in -law  o f Mohammed, and His 
su ccesso r a f t e r  H is d e a th , in  s u p p lic a t io n  say s: "To rny
Lord: He th e  ad o rab le  and only  to  be adored; th e  G h e rish e r,
Whose M ajesty and Might overshadowed th e  u n iv e rse ; M aster, 
th e  Loving and fo rg iv in g ; Thy Mercy and F o rg iv en ess  a re  a l l  
em bracing. Thou a r t  th e  H elper o f th e  a f f l i c t e d ;  th e  
R e lie v e r  o f  a l l  d i s t r e s s ;  th e  C onsoler of th e  broken h e a rte d ; 
Thou a r t  th e  F rien d  of th e  poor; My Lordi Thou a r t  Ely 
F o r t r e s s ;  a C a s tle  fo r  a l l  who seek Thee; Thou a r t  th e  
RôfUge o f th e  weak; th e  H elper o f th e  poor and t r u e .  Thou 
a r t  th e  F o rg iv e r , I  am th e  s in n e r .  Thou, my Lord, a r t  th e  
M e rc ifu l, A ll-know ing, A ll- lo v in g . I  am g rop ing  in  th e  dark ; 
I seek Thy Knowledge and Love; bestow , my Lord, a l l  Thy 
Knowledge and Love and M ercy,"

from th e s e  d etached  q u o ta tio n s  o f th e  A rabian Proph
e t s  we u n d e rs tan d  th a t  th e  l i f e  o f :e v e ry  s p i r i t u a l  man must 
be a song o f love ; a love th a t  en ab les  him to  p e n e tra te  th e
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B iv ine  M y ste r ie s . True love i s  th e  " a s tro la b e  o f heavenly  
s e c r e ts " ;  th e  m iracu lo u s co lly r iu m  th a t  g iv e s  s ig h t  to  th e  
b l in d ;  th a t  opens u n lim ite d  v i s t a s  to  our symphonic l i f e  o f 
th e  H igher; arid th a t  g iv e s  u s  c la iv o y a n t emgfejj to  p ie rc e  th e  
v e i l .  T his love d w ells  e n t i r e ly  on th e  Fatherhood o f God 
and th e  b ro th erh o o d  o f man, and w i l l  have no b e l i e f  in  any 
a t t r i b u t e s  o f  f e a r  o r  com pulsion. I t  i s  a love th a t  in c lu d e s  
in  i t  th a t  u n iv e r s a l  c h a r i ty ,  th a t  "en thusiasm  o f hum anity ."  
True lo v e  (?) upon us to  lo v e  m ankind, p r a c t ic e  m eekness, 
p a t ie n c e , k in d n e ss , benevo len t c h a r i ty  and a l l  o f th e  B ivine 
Q u a l i f ic a t io n s .  J a  t h i s  Bay we as  B ahais must show f o r th  in  
our d a i ly  l i v e s  anoKclealings th a t  love which i s  f u l l y  re v e a le d  

in  th e  m irro r  o f th e  n e a r t  o f ABBUL BAHA. He i s  beckoning 
u s to  lo f ty  am b itio n , d iv in e  a s p i r a t io n ,  h e ro ic  endeavor and 
m a je s tic  d eed s. The u n d e rly in g  p r in c ip le  o f  a l l  s o c ia l  and 
economic a c t i v i t i e s  i s  lo v e  and a f f e c t io n .  May we become 
honored to  ex p ress  th e s e  q u a l i t i e s ,  to  u p ra is e  t h i s  s ta n d a rd , 
to  shed t h i s  g lo r io u s  l i g h t ,  to  s c a t t e r  th e se  prom ising  seed s , 

to  i r r i g a t e  t h i s  f e r t i l e  f i e l d  and to  devote a l l  our tim e and 
e f f o r t  to  t h i s  h u m an ita rian  s e rv ic e .

One o f th e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  ev en ts  o f today  was th e  
a r r i v a l  o f Mrs. v o n M lie n th a l and Mrs. Beede from New York 
C ity . S ince we l e f t  them in  P a r i s ,  th e y  sp en t th e  in te rv e n 
ing  tim e in  S w itze rla n d , and from now on th e y  w i l l  have th e  
p r iv i l e g e  o f  m eeting th e  Beloved d a i ly .  They a r r iv e d  a t  
noon, and d ined  w ith  th e  M aster in  th e  Holy Family c i r c l e .
I  saw them in  th e  ev en in g . They were look ing  v ery  happy 
and w e ll .  Today a ls o  s e v e ra l  men a r r iv e d  from C airo and 
o th e r  p a r t s  o f  E gypt, some Bahai young men going to  B e iru t ,  
o th e rs  going to  F rance to  be p re se n t, a t th e  opening, o f  t h e i r  
c o l le g e s .  Ramieh i s  a s p i r i t u a l  c le a r in g  house* B e lie v e rs
and f r ie n d s  come and go , iia p e lled  by ho ly  im p u lses, f i l l e d  
w ith  th e  B iv ine Glad T id in g s , and in e b r ia te d  w ith  th e  wine of 
th e  Love o f  God. So many peop le  come, each w ith  h is  p e c u l ia r  
problem  to  be so lved  by th e  f a s t e r .  He i s  surrounded  w ith  
in su p e ra b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b u t He fa c e s  them w ith  an optim ism  
and good w i l l  n ev e r to  be w itn e ssed  in  any o th e r  man bu t Him 
Who i s  th e  Source o f  r e a l  h a p p in e s s .1

About 12 o 'c lo c k  th e  M aster passed  by our house and 
c a l le d  fo r  me. As i t  was a warm day He c a r r ie d  an um brella  
in  H is hand. I  fo llow ed  Him, and He walked toward B zo o s  
s t a t i o n .  In  th e  co u rse  o f  co n v e rsa tio n  He s a id ;

"God, th rough  H is G race, in  th e  course  o f th e  l i f e  
o f every man opens a wide door o f golden  o p p o r tu n ity is b e fo re  
f tis  f a c e . There a re  some p eop le  who ta k e -su c h  a g re a t p r i v i 
le g e  by th e  fo re lo c k , e n te r  in to  th e  Garden of th e  Heavenly 
Good P le a s u re , ' and ever p ray  and s t r i v e  to  p ro te c t  t h i s  
s p i r i t u a l  s t a t io n ;  o th e rs  sh u t t h e i r  eyes and l e t  th e  oppor
tu n i ty  s l i p  ou t o f  t h e i r  g ra sp . I had o rd a in ed  fo r  ................
a p a lace  o f diamond, b u t he d id  not a p p re c ia te  i t .  He'
fo llow ed  h is  own d e s i r e s ,  r a th e r  than  to  l i v e  in  acco rd  w ith
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My Good P le a s u re . How o f te n  I argued w ith  him to  s e t  a s id e  
liie  w i l l  and fo llo w  the  W ill o f God. He d id  not l i s t e n .
I loved him. I  w ished him to  become l ik e  un to  a g lo r io u s  
sun, i r r a d i a t i n g  th e  ra y s  o f severance  and h o l in e s s ,  b u t he 
p r e f e r re d  to  wallow in  th e  f i l t h  and quagm ire o f  human pro
p e n s i t i e s .  Behold, how My love was c o r d ia l  and my a t ta c h 
ment h e a r t f e l t !  Man in  a l l  h i s  t r a n s a c t io n s  and f e e l in g s  
must be s in c e re  and s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd  The B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  
accep ted  a l l  th e  o p p re ss io n  and p e r s e c u tio n , and p ro lu n g a ted  
th e reb y  B iv ine T each ings, so th a t  peop le  may become s in c e re  
in  t h e i r  d e a lin g s  tow ard each o th e r .  On re p e a te d  o ccasio n s  
th e  B lessed  Beauty s a id  th a t  w h ile  H is H o lin ess  C h r is t  su f
f e re d  d e r is io n  f o r  th r e e  y e a rs  and was f i n a l l y  c r u c i f i e d ,  we 
were d a i ly ,  h o u rly  m a rty red , and yet. fo rb o re  a l l  th e s e ,  so 
th a t  mankind may clo the, i t s e l f  w ith  th e  c e l e s t i a l  garment of 
s in c e r i t y .  Wo one could  s ta n d  th e  s t r a i n  and p re s s u re  
brought a g a in s t Baha* o ' l l a h  f o r  one moment."

• t ,•

He walked s t i l l  He reached  th e  s to r e  o f a P e rs ia n , 
and f o r  about h a l f  an hour Ho s a t  th e r e .  Here He spoke in  
d e t a i l  about T o ls to i :

"I c o n s id e r  him a B ah ia, a r e a l  B ahai, because he 
l iv e d  and ac ted  in  accord  w ith  th e  good p le a s u re  o f  BAHA'O'LLAH; 
because he d iv id e d  a l l  h is  e s t a t e  between h im s e lf  and h is  
fa rm ers . Many o f  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  th e  Holy T a b le ts  were 
forw arded to  him , and tow ard th e  l a t t e r  end o f h is  l i f e  he 
was going to  w r i te  a book on t h i s  Cause, b u t d ea th  overtook  
him. -W hile he l iv e d  a l l  Europe l i s t e n e d  to  h i s  u t te r a n c e s ,  
and h is  works a re  t r a n s l a t e d  in  many la n g u ag es ."

Speaking about Jam al Ed-Bin Efgan, who opposed very  
v ig p r o u s ly th e  Cause d u rin g  h i s  l i f e t im e ,  v e  s a id :

"His ad m ire rs  have w r i t te n  to  me th a t  th e  t r a c e s  o f 
h is  tomb a re  alm ost e f fa c e d , owing to  n e g le c t .  We beg you 
to  o rd e r  som e.of th e  B ahais to  b u i ld  h i s  tomb. Now I hope 
to  do t h i s .  I f  he was in im ic a l  tow ard u s , we d id  not oppose 
him a t  a l l .  When, however, I  observed  th a t  he was e n t i r e ly  
m is re p re se n tin g  th e  Cause by charg ing  fo u l calum nies in  th e  
E gyptian  p r e s s ,  I w rote to  him; iil r e  long thou  s h a l t  hear 
th e  thunderous p e a ls  of t h i s  B e l l ,  and th e  re so n an t sound o f 
t h i s  Bugle from th e  supreme Concourse, g lo r i f y in g  and p ra is in g  
My Lord th e  El A bhai1 A fte r  th a t  he stopped  h is  a t ta c k s ."

Then we re tu rn e d  home. On th e  way, th e  postman 
d e l iv e re d  in to  h is  hands a la rg e  bund le  o f  l e t t e r s .
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Boar F rie n d s :
P robably  you w i l l  be in t e r e s t e d  in  knowing how our 

l iv e s  a re  apent d a i ly ,  c lo s e  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  Beloved.
F i r s t ,  l e t  me t e l l  you, th e  M a s te r 's  fam ily  -  in  a Bahai 
sense -  i s  very  la r g e ,  very  la rg e  in d eed . He and H is own 
fam ily  l iv e  in  one house; th e  S e c r e ta r ie s ,  w ith  as many 
•p ilg rim s as  th ey  can accommodate, l i v e  in  an o th e r house; and 
th e re  i s  b e s id e s  th e se  two houses a t h i r d  which i s  re n te d  
on ly  f o r  th e  p i lg r im s . The American' and European P ilg r im s  
l iv e  i n  th e  Mew V ic to r ia  H o te l, a s  w e ll as prom inent P e rs ia n  
n o b i l i t i e s .  There i s  an o th e r h o te l  a t  Baoos s t a t i o n ,  whioh 
i s  brought in to  s e rv ic e  when th e re  i s : a n  overflow  o f p i l 
g rim s. A ll th e se  houses and h o te ls  a re  u sed  a t t h i s  tim e 
f o r  th e  accommodation o f  th e  f r ie n d s  who a re  c o n s ta n tly  coming 
from th e  fo u r  c o rn e rs  o f  th e  e a r th  to  welcome th e  King of 
Kings and Lord o f L ords. The s e c r e t a r i a t  house i s  l ik e  a 
c lu b  house , and a common ground f o r  a l l  th e  p i lg r im s .
Except d u rin g  th e  s le e p in g  h o u rs , they  spend a l l  t h e i r  tim e 
h e re . Here in  th e  E ast everybody a r i s e s  very e a r ly ,  so th a t  
between 5 and 6 o 'c lo c k  we are  out o f . our b eds, w ith  the word 
"A lla -h p -A b h ai“ on our l i p s ,  g re e t in g  each o th e r .

There a re  fo u r  morning custom s th a t  have im pressed 
me d e e p ly , and a re  th e  s ig n i f ic a n t  s ig n s  of th e  r e l ig io u s  
n a tu re  o f  th e se  p eo p le .

F i r s t :  T h e ir  un ifo rm  e a r ly  r i s i n g .  A lthough in
th e  West i t  i s  ta u g h t ,  " e a r ly  to  bed and e a r ly  to  r i s e , "  its i s  
seldom p ra c t ic e d .

Second: Uo sooner do th ey  open t h e i r  eyes th a n  th e
Holy name o f  God i s  on t h e i r  l i p s ,  th an k in g  Him f o r  a l l  His 

p a s t G races and fu tu re  B esto w als .
T h ird : T h e ir  q u i e t , s o l i t a r y  p ra y e r  and concen

t r a t i o n  from te n  to  t h i r t y  m in u tes , acco rd in g  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  
s p i r i t  o f th e  in d iv id u a l .

F o u rth : As soon as they  have f in is h e d  t h e i r  in 
d iv id u a l  p ra y e r , and b e fo re  ta k in g  t h e i r  b r e a k f a s t ,  they 
assem ble in  th e  re c e p tio n  room and pray to  God, re a d  Communes 
o r s in g  anthem s. They w i l l  th en  g a th e r  round th e  ta b le  to  
p a r ta k e  of th e  m a te r ia l  food .

A fte r  th e  perform ance o f th e  above r i t e s ,  i t  i s  
about 6 o r  6 ;3 0 , and th en  th e  f r ie n d s  s t a r t  to  a r r iv e  from 
th e  o th e r  house and h o te ls  to  ta k e  t h e i r  b re a k fa s t  w ith  u s . 
When everybody i s  p r e s e n t ,  we a l l  go to  th e  r e c e p tio n  room 
and have a te n  to  f i f t e e n  m inu tes p ray e r m eeting , and th e n  
th u s  r e f re s h e d  w ith  o u t  s p i r i t u a l  food , we go to  th e  d in in g  
room. We s i t  around a very la rg e  t a b l e ,  over which th e  
samovar i s  b rew ing , and Aga Jam al, our f a i t h f u l  cook, i s  
ready to  d isp en se  t e a .  Our b re a k fa s t  c o n s is ts  o f  n a tiv e  
b read  and ch e ese , and t e a ,  n o th in g  e ls e ;  e a s te rn e r s  as a 
r u le  do no t g iv e  much a t t e n t io n  to  th e  morning r e p a s t .  ... -
Everyone d r in k s  from one to th r e e  cups of t e a ,  h e lp s  h im se lf
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to  a p ie c e  o f "bread and ch eese , and in  a few m inutes we a re  
a l l  th ro u g h . Then th e  p i l f r im s  go to  th e  veranda and s i t  
around; o f te n  f i r s a  Ahul F az l comes and ta lk s  w ith  them.
W ithin h a l f  an hour someone from th e  M a s te r 's  house comes, 
g iv in g  th e  news th a t  th e  p ilg r im s  are, summoned. They go and 
r e tu r n  la d en  w ith  th e  Jew els o f  th e  Kingdom. Some m ornings 
th e  Beloved pays u s a v i s i t .  On t h e i r  r e tu r n ,  th e  p ilg r im s  
are  th e n  f r e e ;  some to  go to  th e  c i t y , a few s i t  down and 
w r i te  l e t t e r s  home o r copy T a b le ts  and th e  M a s te r 's  W estern 
a d d re s se s , w h ile  an o th e r group i s  engaged in  c o n v e rsa tio n , 
im p artin g  and in  tu r n  re c e iv in g  th e  hews of th e  p ro g re ss  o f 
th e  Cause in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s .  My room i s  q u ite  
l a r g e ,  and whenever th e re  i s  an in f lu x  o f p e rso n s , e ig h t 
p ilg r im s  s le e p  in  i t ,  and o f te n  u n t i l  a f t e r  m idnight th ey  a re  
ta lk in g  and s in g in g  w ith  g re a t  joy  and harmony. When we 
f i r s t  a r r iv e d  I  a rran g ed  my w r i t in g  t a b le  n ear th e  window; 
a f t e r  aw hile  I  t r a n s f e r r e d  i t  to  th e  c e n te r  o f th e  room, and 
now i t  i s  p laced  betw een two beds a t  th e  end o f th e  room, fa c 

in g  th e  e n tra n c e . A lthough th e re  a re  c o n s ta n t in te r ru p tio n s  
I  manage somehow to  do my work in  th e  morning h o u rs . Our 
lunch i s  s im p lic i ty  i t s e l f ,  only one k in d , e i th e r  P e rs ia n  
soup c a l le d  "Ab-Gousht", o r f r i e d  e g g -p la n ts , e t c . ,  w ith  la rg e ,  
round , n a t iv e  b re a d . When th e r e  a re  many f r i e n d s ,  they  a re ' 
d iv id e d  in to  two p a r t i e s .  The f i r s t ,  p a r ty  s i t  down and a e t ,  
and when th ey  have f in is h e d  th e  r e s t  p a r ta k e  o f th e  food .
The S e c re ta r ie s  a re  alw ays in c lu d ed  in  th e  second p a r ty ,  and 
th e  g u es ts  and p ilg r im s  in  th e  f i r s t .  O ften we have f r u i t s ,  
such as g ra p e s , pom egranates, f i g s ,  o an te lo u p e s , w aterm elons, 
e t c .  The f i r s t  two a re  now a t  th e  h e ig h t of t h e i r  season . 
A fte r  lu n ch , th ey  a re  a l l  ag a in  s c a t te r e d ,  most o f them ta k in g  
t h e i r  u su a l naps. As th e re  a re  many f l i e s  and m o squ ito s, I 
a lso  go to  my bed , surrounded by th e  n e t ,  and th e re  e i th e r  
re a d  o r w r i te  unm olested by th e  h o s t o f " s o c ia l"  in s e c t s .  
Between 3 and 4 te a  i s  se rv e d , and th en  th e  f r ie n d s  come.
We read  T a b le ts  and ta lk  about th e  C ause. Then, form ing
d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s, th ey  s a u n te r  o u t, bu t always near and arouno. 
th e  house, in  th e  hope th a t  th e  M aster may come. Mech w h ile . 
He may be e i t h e r  d i c t a t in g  T a b le ts  in  th e  a d jo in in g  ro se  g a r
den , o r  c a l l in g  on M irza Abul F a z l ,  o r  e n te r ta in in g  some 
Pashas in  H is home, o r  c a l l in g  on some le a rn e d  o r sim ple 
p erso n . At e ig h t o řc lo ck  we a re  ag a in  g a th e re d  in  th e  d in in g  
room, and e a t th e  one course  d in n e r , th e  a r t i c l e s  changing 
now and th e n , bu t alw ays one co u rse . A fte r  d in n e r , foe a re  
g e n e ra lly  f r e e ,  and may make our own ch o ic e , e i th e r  going out 
to  tak e  a w alk , o r s i t t i n g  in  th e  house to  read  o r converse 
w ith  o th e r s .  B efore m idnight everyone i s  in  bed . Our 
house i s  th e  rendezvous f o r  a l l  th e  b eg g a rs . Every day sev
e r a l  of them c a l l  w ith  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  Abbas I f f e n d i .  Hone o f 
them goes away empty handed. The M aster was busy a l l  day, 
and excep t f o r  th e  p i lg r im s ,  none o f  :us saw Him.
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Shougi B ffe n d i, h is  m other, Bashewr and an o th er 
P e r s ia n , a maid in  th e  h o useho ld , l e f t  f o r  H a ifa , and th e re 
fo re  th e  M a s te r 's  house w i l l  he q u ie t f o r  aw h ile . Doctor an:. 
Mrs. G e ts in g e r 's  d e p a rtu re  fo r  In d ia  i s  a lso  postponed , fo r  
th e  p re s e n t ,  and th e  two w i l l  le av e  tomorrow f o r  a w eek 's 
s ta y  in  H a ifa , w ith  th e  Z o ro a s tr ia n  B ahais , who have a lso  
p e rm iss io n  t o 'v i s i t  th e  Holy Tomb. Mrs. F ra se r  w i l l  he h ere  
f o r  a few days lo n g e r . She i s  very  happy, and i s  en joying  
h e r  p re s e n t c o n ta c t w ith  th e  Holy Fam ily. Her M ary  o f th e  
d a i ly  l i f e  o f  th e  Beloved w i l l  he a t r e a s u re -h o u s e .



Ramleh, Egypt, O ctober 5, 1915.

Dear F rie n d s :
Our house i s  once more q u ie t ,  th e  b ird s  have flow n 

away, and th e  garden  i s  lon g in g  fo r  th e  melody of o th e r  
n ig h t in g a le s .  Nowhere on th e  fa c e  o f th e  e a r th  can one f in d  
so many d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io n s  and n a tio n s  as  one f in d s  re p re s e n te d  
in  th e  neighborhood o f  ABDUL BAHAi The R ussians o f  th e  n o r th  
w ith  t h e i r  p ic tu re s q u e  d r e s s e s ,  th e  tu rb an ed  Ulemas from th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  A1 A hzar, th e  A rabs, th è  TurkSj and th e  h ig h ly  
c i v i l i s e d  Europeans and Americans meet to g e th e r  w ith  p e r f e c t  
harmong and agreem ent. A lthough in  outw ard garm ents, and 
even in  id e a s  o f  w o rld ly  c u l tu r e , th e y  may d i f f e r ,  y e t  they  a re  
im p e lled  fo rw ard  by th e  same id e a s  of: t r u t h  and th e  Oneness o f 
th e  w orld o f humanity*

As re g a rd s  in t e r n a t io n a l  A rb i t r a t io n ,  U nity o f n a t io n s , 
U n iv e rsa l R e lig io n , Economic Improvement o f human s o c ie ty ,  and 
th e  d i f f u s io n  o f E ducation , th ey  a re  a l l  u n ite d  and a re  b ro th 

e r s .  A ll th e  b e l ie v e r s  a re  b r o th e r s .  Thus in  a p r a c t i c a l  
and co n o re te  manner we a re  d a i ly  w atching th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  
Bahai w orld , and come in to  to-*v*h w ith, th o se  who a re  pushing i t  
onward and fo rw ard . I t  i s  ex trem ely  in t e r e s t i n g  to  meet 
th e s e  men, young and o ld ,  a l l  in s p i r e d  w ith  one l ig h t -g iv in g  
id e a l  o f  F r a te r n i ty  and P eace. With one common im pulse they  
go on from s te p  to  s te p ,  and come n e a re r  and n e a re r  to  th e  g o a l. 
They a r e  e a rn e s t and ever ready  to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  l iv e s  f o r  
th e  p ro g re s s  o f th e  Cause. Once they  le a v e  th e  Holy P resence  
they  sp read  th e  Glad T id in g s  from  clim e to  c lim e b e fo re  they  
reach  t h e i r  d e s tin e d  home. They a re  so en k in d led  w ith  th e  
F ire  o f  F a i th ,  s e rv ic e  to  hum anity , and th e  Love o f  God, th a t  
each one o f  them sh in e s  l i k e  un to  th e  lamp and il lu m in e s  th e  
d a rk e s t r e c e s s e s  o f  th e  h e a r t s .  They know th a t  BAHA'O’LLAH 
w i l l  in s p i r e  a l l  th o se  who a r i s e  to  prom ulgate th e  Word o f 
R e a l i ty .

I t  was th e  e a r ly  m orning. I  l e f t  th e  house and 
went tow ard th e  se a . I  s a t  on a b ig  p ie c e  of rook , th e  waves 
dash ing  a g a in s t  i t  a l l  th e  tim e . I  was musing in  a q u ie t  
manner and w atching  th e  r i s i n g  o f th e  sun out o f  a c le a r  b lu e  
sky. Suddenly someone tapped  me on th e  sh o u ld e r , and I 
tu rn e d  my h ead , I t  was M irza J a l a l  S ina. ”Ah, come, my 
f r ie n d !  I  was j u s t  now th in k in g  about you. I t  i s  now some 
tim e s in ce  you have to ld  me a s to ry . W ill you p le a se  s i t  
down and t e l l  me one? I  s a id .

’’Would you l i k e  to  have th e  s to ry  o f th e  f o r ty  cam els?” 
he s a id ,  a s  he s a t  on th e  ro c k .

"Yes, I  would love  to  h ear i t .  Any s to ry  would do 
in  o rd e r  to  p ass  h a l f  an hour h e r e . ”

”Once upon a t im e ,” he s a id ,  " th e re  were f o r ty  cam els 
l iv in g  on a g reen  p a s tu re .  The lu x u ria n c e  o f th e  meadows,
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th e  flow ing  s tream , th e  d e l ig h t f u l  atm osphere and th e  heau ty  
o f  environm ent ap p ea led  to  them g r e a t ly .  W hilst th ey  enjoyed 
a  l i f e  o f p le n ty  th ey  f r o l i c k e d  joyously  from  one end o f th e  
g reen  p a s tu re  to  th e  o th e r .  G racing th rough  t h i s  verdan t 
f i e l d  a l l  th e  sp rin g  and summer, th ey  d id  n o t dream o f any 
m a te r ia l  change in  t h e i r  outw ard c o n d itio n . N othing cou ld  
induce them to  le av e  th e se  p rem ises a s  long a s  th e y  had 
p le n ty  to  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  hunger, supply t h e i r  com fort and ex
pand th e  c i r c l e  o f  freedom . With no th o u g h t o f  th e  morrow 
they  re v e le d  in  th e  lu x u r ie s  o f  to d ay . T h e ir minds being  
f i l l e d  w ith  th e  v a in  pomp and a l lu r in g  scenery  o f th e  p re s e n t ,  
they  were no t d is tu rb e d  w ith  th e  d i s t a n t  thought o f  th e  ra in y  
day.

Of a  more com plete s t a t e  o f  l i f e  they  cou ld  n o t 
im agine, and th e  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e i r  re a so n s  was l im ite d  by th e  
v i s i b le  h o rizo n . They a t e ,  d rank , s le p t  and now and th en  
took sh o r t ex c u rs io n s . co n ten ted  w ith  t h e i r  p re se n t l o t ,  
dream ing o f no o th e r  w orld , e la te d  over t h e i r  seem ingly p e r
manent h a p p in e ss , s tu f f e d  w ith  v a in -g lo ry , b lo a te d  w ith  th e  
p eev ish  id e a  o f  a f a l s e ,  l im ite d  p a t r io t is m , they  l iv e d  on; 
lo o k in g  w ith  deep d is d a in  and s o u lfu l  contem pt upon any member 
o f  th e  p a r ty  th a t  d a red  to  so much as dream o f  o th e r  sp h e res  
o£  e x is te n c e . They argued t h a t ,  n e i th e r  by cho ice  nor ne
c e s s i t y ,  must we l e t  o u rse lv e s  be w o rried  over th e  i d l e  concep
t i o n  o f a f u tu re  c o n d itio n . L et u s 1 ea t and grow b ig  on th e  
f a t  o f  th e  la n d , romp on th e  g ra s s  and bask under th e  sun
sh in e . Our fo r tu n e  i s  sed u red , our h ap p in ess  i s  perm anent, 
ou r r e ig n  i s  supreme, th e  means o f enjoyment a re  a t  hand.
Why should  we c a re  f o r  an y th in g  e lse?

W hilst w ith  such p a l l i a t i v e  argum ents and specious 
ev idences th ey  s t i f l e d  th e  vo ice  o f  conscience  and checked th e  
prom ptings o f  th e  s p i r i t ,  th e  sp r in g  and summer days r o l l e d  
by and d rea ry  seasons o f  autumn and w in te r  were drawing w e ll 
n ig h . Of c o u rse , du ring  th e  f a i r  w eather they  d id  no t b o th e r  
th em se lv es , nor shake o f f  t h e i r  accustom es le th a rg y  and i d l e 
n ess to  lay  by a s to r e  f o r  th e  ra in y  d ay s , th a t  th ey  m ight 
save them selves from  shame and ignom iny. B e liev in g  fo o l is h ly  
in  th e  im m u tab ility  o f  th e  changing se aso n s , th ey  found them
s e lv e s  in  d i r e  want b o rd e rin g  on s ta r v a t io n ,  to  t h e i r  awful 
d e s p a ir .

As by th e  wand o f  a m agician th e  whole a sp ec t o f  
M other N atu re  was suddenly tran sfo rm ed ; th e  g ra s s  was w ith e re d , 
th e  le a v e s  d r ie d  u p , th e  underb rush  was yellow ed , and no food 
cou ld  be o b ta in ed  anywhere to  keep th e  w o lf ou t of th e  house. 
Every day th e  w eather became c o ld e r ,  more b i t t e r l y  b i t in g ;  
th e  flow ing  r i v e r s  and s tream  were f ro z e n , th e  th unders p ea led  
f o r th ;  th e  windows o f heaven were opened; th e  m ighty to r r e n t  
o f  r a in  poured  ttown; th e  snow covered  th e  f i e l d  w ith  a s p o t le s s
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b la n k e t ,  and th e  h a i l  added to  th e  g e n e ra l d isc o m fo rt. The 
camelfl, now reap in g  th e  h a rv e s t  o f  t h e i r  h e e d le s sn e s s , sh iv e re d  
w ith  in te n s e  c o ld ; n e i th e r  cou ld  th e y  f in d  a s h e l te r ,n o  m a tte r  
how sc a n ty . , ,

A fte r  much d e l ib e r a t io n  th ey  d ec id ed  th a t  th e re  i s  
no o th e r  way o f  r e l i e f  th a n  to  send one o f  them selves to  scour 
th e  c o u n tr ie s  beyond, perchance he may f in d  g reen  p a s tu re s  o r 
a v e rd an t meadow. The one to  whom was in t r u s te d  t h i s  com
m iss io n  s t a r t e d  o u t .  Many days e lap sed  and th e re  was no 
news. Those who were l e f t  b eh in d  m an ife s ted  s ig n s  o f  w orry , 
n o t on ly  because th ey  fe a re d  th ey  would lo se  him, b u t because 
th e  k n ife  had reach ed  th e  bone, and th ey  d id  no t know where 
to  g e t t h e i r  w h erew ith a l. At l a s t  he appeared  on th e  scen e , 
th u s  a l la y in g  t h e i r  f r u i t l e s s  a n x ie ty , b u t he b rought w ith  him 
w onderfu l t a l e s  o f  a d v e n tu re s , accompanied by h e a r t  th ro b b in g  
d e s d r ip t io n s .  They a l l  g a th e red  round t h e i r  em issary  and 
l i s te n e d  to  him w ith  b r e a th le s s  en thusiasm ;

*My f r i e n d s . i n  tim e o f  p le a su re  and g r i e f i  I  have 
been away f o r  some tim e , b u t I  have fo llo w ed  up a l i n e  o f 
in v e s t ig a t io n  th a t  h as  u n fo ld ed  b e fo re  my eyes many w onderful 
th in g s ,  th e  r e c i t a l  o f  which w i l l  be v ery  h ard  f o r  you to  
b e l ie v e ,  u n le s s  you see  them w ith  your own eyes. Beyond th e  
f r o n t i e r  o f  t h i s  co u n try  I  found E ly s ia n  F ie ld s ,  most enchant
ing  in  t h e i r  verdancy , and most e x tra o rd in a ry  in  t h e i r  lu x u r i 
ance and ev e r g reen  V eg e ta tio n . In  a l l  my l i f e  I  have seen  
no th in g  s im ila r  to  them . The d w e lle rs  o f  th o se  d iv in e  g a r
dens to ld  me p e re n n ia l  sp r in g  re ig n s  th e re  l ik e  a queen.
N e ith e r th e  b la s t in g  w inds o f  aiitumn no r th e  f r o s t  o f w in te r  
g a in s  any fo o th o ld  th e r e .  I t s  meadows a re  always g re e n , i t s  
p a s tu re s  v e rd a n t, i t s  w ate r coo l and i t s  w eather most te m p era te .

The on ly  d i f f i c u l t y  th a t  one m eets , however, i s  th a t  
a t th e  en tra n c e  th e  g a te  i s  very  sm a ll, indeed  sm all a s  th e  
eye o f a n e e d le , and th e  p assage  le a d in g  to  th e  garden  most 
narrow and h azard o u sly  s l ip p e r y .  In  o rd e r  to  e n te r  th rough  
t h i s  sm all g a te  we .must a t te n u a te  our b o d ie s , become humble 
and meek, be changed in to  pu re  s p i r i t s ,  le av e  beh ind  m o rta l 
d e s i r e s  and p a s s io n s , become f r e e  from th e  t i e s  o f  c a rn a l 
a p p e t i t e s ,  s a n c t i f i e d  from s e n s u a l, f l e e t in g  p le a s u re s ,  
r e le a s e d  from  th e  co a rse  m a te r i a l i ty ,  and abandon a l l  th e  
w o rld ly , u n ru ly  p r o p e n s i t ie s  o f  s in f u l  s e l f .  I f  we can ch a r
a c te r i s e  o u rse lv e s  w ith  th e s e  a t t r i b u t e s ,  -  and i t  can be 
done in  th e  tw in k lin g  o f  an eye -  th e n  we w i l l  e n te r  as 
r a d ia n t  b e in g s  in  th a t  gard en  o f b l i s s .

I t  i s ,  o f  c o u rse , r a th e r  p a in fu l  to  go th rough  th e se  
ca tac ly sm a l ex p e rien ce s  and l e t  go our h e e d le s s n e s s , fox* a t  

every s te p  we must s a c r i f i c e  som ething th a t  we c o n s id e red  very 
e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  our p le a s u re s  and th e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  our in o rd in a te  d e s i r e s .  But onoe we a re  f r e e d  from a l l  
th e se  sh a c k le s  and c h a in s , th e  r e s t  o f  th e  jou rney  i s  m ostly
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accom plished . Now, i f  you a re  made o f  such h e ro ic  s t u f f  and 
a re  courageous enough to  f a c e  t h i s  alchem ic p ro cess  o f  "pu rifi
c a t io n ,  l e t  u s  s t a r t  on our way. I  have a lre ad y  been pu t to  
t e s t ,  and hav ing  a c tu a l ly  seen  th e  gard en , know w hereof I  am 
sp eak in g .»

Having been warned by such gloomy d e s c r ip t io n ,  and 
not f u l l y  r e a l i z in g  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f th e  p e rso n a l s a c r i f i c e s  
they  must make, th ey  s t a r t e d  o u t, and c ro s s in g  many rem ote 
d e s e r ts  they  reach ed  a t  l a s t  a t  th e  g a te ,  The guide in s t r u c te d  
them how th ey  must look  th rough  th e  o r i f i c e .  Having done so , 
they  saw expanded b e fo re  t h e i r  eyes th e  most sp le n d id  pano
rama o f  n a tu re ,  and scene o f  r a v is h in g  b eau ty . f i r s t  they  
looked  a t  th e  extrem e narrow ness o f  th e  a p e r tu re ,  th en  th ey  
looked a t th em se lv es , and not a few s t a r t e d  to  laugh  a t  th e  
c le v e r  jo k e  p lay ed  upon them .

*How can we e n te r  th rough  t h i s  h o le ? 1 one c r ie d  out 
ta u n t in g ly .  'T h is  i s  a l l  r i d i c u l o u s ,1 an o th e r one je e re d . 
•Poohi how can a cam el go th ro u g h  a  h o le ? ' a t h i r d  clam ored. 
Some, th in k in g  o ver th e  m a tte r  s e r io u s ly ,  s a c r i f i c e d  every 
w ish , and m arv e llo u s to  beho ld! th ey  p assed  e a s i ly  th rough  th e  
h o le . O ther co u ld  no t g iv e  up s e l f  and th e  f ro th y  b u b b les  
o f  t h i s  m o rta l l i f e  and th u s  rem ained b eh in d . T h is was, o f  
c o u rse , th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  th e  say ing  o f  Je su s  C h r is t in  th e  
Mew T estam ent:

* I t  i s  h a rd e r  f o r  a r i c h  man to  e n te r  th e  Kingdom of 
Heaven th a n  f o r  a camel to  p a ss  th rough  th e  eye o f  a n e e d le .1 »

When we r e tu rn e d  home te a  was read y  and H a jl Miaz 
was d isp e n s in g  i t  a s  a r e a l ,  o ld  p a t r i a r c h .  A fte r  aw hile  th e  
Beloved p assed  by and handed me a package o f  photographs from 
Mrs. K i l l iu s  o f  spokane, f o r  d i s t r ib u t io n  among th e  O rie n ta l  
f r ie n d s .  He looked  w e ll and was on His way to  M irza Abul 
P a z l. i n  th e  a f te rn o o n  th e  le a rn e d  e d i to r  o f  a  m onthly maga
z in e  c a l le d  "El Bayan," p u b lish e d  in  C a iro , c a l le d  on Him.
T his e d i to r  ex p e c ts  to  w r i te  an a r t i c l e  on th e  Cause, and so 
he has come to  th e  Source to  g e t c o r r e c t  in fo rm a tio n .

M ir#a Moneer and m yse lf were ta k in g  a walk ju s t  
b e fo re  su n se t when we met th e  M aster coming a l l  alone from th e  
o p p o s ite  d i r e c t io n .  We fo llow ed  Him, arid He came to  our 
house. He s a t  on th e  veranda and /  apropos o f som ething, He 
spoke about H is f i r s t  t r i p  to  B e iru t., about t h i r t y  y e a rs  ago, 
and how one o f  th e  c e le b ra te d  ju d g es o f Is lam , Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdo, met Him and was c o n s ta n tly  w ith  Him d u rin g  H is 
f o r ty  days s ta y  i n  B e iru t .  A fterw ard , when some s tr a n g e rs  
asked him h i s  o p in io n  o f  th e  r e l ig io n  o f BâHA1O'LLAH, he 
answered :

"While o th e r  le a d e r s  o f  th e  r e l ig io n s  o f  th e  w orld  
a re  t a lk in g ,  th e  B ahais a re  do ing  th e  work o f  U nity  and s p ir~  
i t u a l  aw akening. T h e ir  a c t io n  and word co in c id e  w ith  each 
o th e r .  They a r e  deadly.: i n  e a r n e s t ."
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Dear F rie n d s :
*1 f e e l  th e  e a r th  move enmcadtd;
I  j o in  th e  g r e a t  march onward;
And ta k e  w ith  jo y  w h ile  l in in g ,
My f re e h o ld  o f  T h an k sg iv in g ."

in  t h i s  Age th e  supreme lo n g in g  o f a l l  th e  s p i r i t u a l l y  
minded men and women i s  th e  embodiment o f  th e  h ig h e s t id e a ls  
o f  d iv in e  and human j u s t i c e  i n  v i s i b l e  form  and ta n g ib le  r e a l 
i t i e s .  G l i t t e r in g  g e n e r a l i t i e s  do n o t  s u f f i c e ;  th e o r e t i c a l  
e x p la n a tio n s  a re  n o t w anted . A fte r  many ages o f  s o c ia l  in e 
q u a l i t i e s ,  econom ics, d espo tism  and degrad ing  s la v e ry , mankind 
has a t  l a s t  a r i s e n  from i t s  deep slum ber to  th e  co n sc io u sn ess  
o f-^ its  in a l ie n a b le  r i g h t s  and p re ro g a t iv e s .  The r i v e r  o f 
p ro g re ss  has washed away th e  sh o re s  o f  r e a c t io n  and r e t r o 
g re s s io n . The le g io n s  o f  sc ie n c e s  and a r t s  have conquered 
th e  dark  kingdoms o f  ig n o ran ce  and i l l i t e r a c y .

New laws and s t a t u t e s ,  b re a th in g  h e a l th  and v ig o r ,  
have re p la c e d  th e  a rc h a ic  dead r u le s .  M arvelous in v e n tio n s  
have m odernized th e  o ld  narrow  w orld . The sp le n d id  h e r i ta g e  
o f c u l tu r e  has become th e  i n t e l l e d t u a l  leg acy  o f  a l l  hum anity. 
The means o f t r a n s p o r ta t io n  anfc communication have k n i t te d  
to g e th e r  th e  rem o tes t p a r t s  o f  th e  e a r th .  A s i l e n t  rév o lu ^  
t i o n ,  i n v i s ib le  to. th e  eyes and f a r  reach in g  in  i t s  e f f e c t  
th a n  a l l  th e  d y n a s tic  w ars , has been going  on, u p s e t t in g  th e  
e s ta b l i s h e d  o rd e r . A ll th e  n a t io n s ,  r e lu c t a n t l y ,  y e t  having 
no o th e r  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  have jo in e d  th e  g r e a t  -army o f  p ro g re s s . 
The on ly  d if fe re n c e  t h a t  e x i s t s  i s  th a t  some a re  in  th e  f ro n t  
ra n k , a few a re  i n  th e  m id d le , a  number are b eh in d , w h ile  the  
r e s t  a re  lag g in g  f a r  beh ind ; b u t they  a re  a l l  m arching onward 
acco rd in g  to  t h e i r  o rd e r ,  c a p a c ity  and environm ent. J u s t  a s  
th e  w orld  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and governm ent, p o l i t i c s  and p h ilo s o 
phy, h as  been s u b je c t  to  a g r e a t  change, why shou ld  we not 
en joy  a flow ery  « n a i s s a n c e  in  th e  w orld  o f  R elig ion?

R e lig io n  i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  upon w hich th e  whole 
s t r u c tu r e  o f  human s o c ie ty  i s  b u i l t .  Bow i f  the form s of 
s t r u c tu r e  -  m odes.of l i v i n g / -  a re  changed, have we no t th e  
r ig h t  to  assume th a t  i t  isü h ig h  tim e  to  lay  a deeper founda
t io n ,  a more l a s t in g  b a s i s ,  f o r  our r e l ig io n ?  in  th e  con
s t r u c t io n  o f  an o rd in a ry  b u i ld in g ,  to  say n o th in g  of th e  sky 
s c ra p e r s ,  we b r in g  in to  u se  a l l  th e  modern s c i e n t i f i c  methods 
o f  a r c h i te c tu r e  and en g in ee rin g ; th e n  how i s  i t  th a t  when we 
d e s i r e  to  la y  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f our l i v e s ,  which i s  th e  
g r e a te s t  and most im p o rtan t o f  a l l ,  th e re  a re  so many pseudo- 
a r c h i t e c t s  a l l  around  who a re  ready  to  conv ince u s  th a t  th e  
haphazard  r u le s  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  a re  good and sa fe  enough?
The a n c ie n t o i t i e s  and p a la c e s  a re  d ila p id a te d ' and in  r u in ,  
and excep t from an a rc h e o lo g ic a l  s ta n d p o in t they have fo r  us
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no o th e r  i n t e r e s t .

For every  day a new food  i s  d e s tin e d ; in  every 
season  th e re  a re  new, f r a g r a n t  f lo w e rs . The sp rin g  o f l a s t  
y e a r ,  a lth o u g h  v ery  b e a u t i f u l ,  i s  a  m a tte r  o f  h i s to r y .  We 
want a new sp r in g , w ith  a l l  i t s  l a t e n t  and m an ifest powers and 
s ig n s .  Humanity, hav ing  reach ed  th e  s ta g e  o f m a tu r i ty , 
demands s tro n g  n u trim en t and c lo th in g .  C h ild ren*s ja c k e ts  
and food w i l l  no t d o . From every  clim e th e  cry  o f  p ro g re ss  
i s  h e a rd , even from th e  sm all h am le ts  and v i l l a g e s  o f th e  
B as t. L et u s have a r e a l  r e v o lu t io n  o f  id e a s  in  r e l i g i o n ,  a 
s tep p in g  fo rw ard . We have had enough o f h ide hound r i t u a l s  
and cerem onies; l e t  u s  throw away th e se  s h a l l s  and sea rch  
a f t e r  th e  w h ite  p e a r l s .  Let u s  d is c a rd  th e  k e rn e l  and have 
th e  m eat. L et u s abandon s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  and in v e s t ig a te  
R e a l i ty .  L et u s  r e l in q u is h  th e  dead ly  customs and w ith  one 
hound become f r e e .  L et u s  love th e  Hose no m a tte r  from what 
garden; adm ire th e  h e ro ic  deed no m a tte r  from  what ra c e ; 
fo llo w  th e  l i g h t  no m a tte r  from  what lamp; and p r a is e  th e  
man because he has a good c h a ra c te r  and no t because he w ears 
fa s h io n a b le  c lo th e s  o f  th e  l a t e s t  c u t .

Thus we h ea r  th e  c la r io n  c a l l ,  growing in  volume and 
d ep th , reac h in g  to  th e  very  h e a r t  o f  hum anity , and c re a t in g  
w o n d erfu l, l i f e  th ro b b in g  echoes in  th e  s te p p e s  o f  R u ssia , th e  
ju n g le s  o f  A fr ic a , and th e  d e s e r ts  o f  A sia . T h is  i s  a l l  th e  
outw orking o f  th e  P lan  o f  God, th e  unfoldm ent o f  th e  m ystic  
f a t e  o f  hum anity , and th e  g ra d u a l p ro g re s s io n  o f  th e  D iv ine 
I d e a l .  Humanity, by growing th rough  th e s e  i n f i n i t e  p h ases, 
i s  ev o lv ing  to  i t s  u l t im a te  s t a tu r e  o f  p e r f e c t io n ;  v ic e s  a re  
being  e lim in a te d ; v i r tu e s  in c u lc a te d ;  ty ran n y  handcuffed ; 
j u s t i c e  l ib e r a te d ;  a the ism  frowned a t ,  r e l i g i o n  spread  
b ro a d c a s t;  m a te r ia lism  d e th ro n ed , s p i r i t u a l i t y  en sh rin ed  in  
th e  h e a r t s ;  s e l f i s h n e s s  p u n ish ed , a l tru is m  promoted; mis
an thropy  checked, love o f  th e  human fam ily  n o u rish ed ; i n s u l a r i ty  
r id ic u l e d ,  u n iv e rs a l is a i  g lo r i f i e d ;  p re ju d ic e  s a t i r e d ,  i t s  
absence adm ired.

Everyone endowed w ith  in s ig h t  and s p i r i t u a l  v is io n  
r e a l i z e s  t h a t ,  no t only  th e  p a s t  age has been  p regnan t w ith  
g re a t  changes, bu t th e  fu tu re  h o ld s  in  i t s  g rasp  g r e a te r  
re fo rm a tio n s  and . . .

I  reach ed  h e re  when M irza .tLalal S lna oame in  from a 
long walk and broke th e  th re a d  o f my r e f l e c t i o n s .  He has 
been co nversing  w ith  M irza A li Akbar and H a ji N iaz, and because 
th ey  cou ld  not. a g re e , he i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e i r  dilemma by th e  
fo llo w in g  s to ry :

•'There were a b l in d  man, a d ea f man and a lame, 
th in ly  o lad  poor man, who s t a r t e d  to  t r a v e l  to g e th e r . They 
were t r a v e r s in g  a g re a t  d e s e r t  when suddenly th e  b lin d  man 
sa id  : ' I  see  a band of ro b b ers  who w i l l  o v e rtak e  u s i 1 The 
d ea f man s a id ;  ‘Yes, y es ; I  h e a r  th e  c l a t t e r  o f th e  h o o fs  o f 
t h e i r  h o r s e s ! ' The lame man who was th in ly  d ie s s e d  s a id :
‘Yes f r ie n d s ,  l e t  u s  ru n  f a s t  f o r  f e a r  th ey  may rob  u s i ' »
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Then he went to  bed and I  was l e f t  ag a in  to  my own 
m nsings, because th e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  in te r r u p 
t i o n ,  because everybody i s  a s le e p .

T h is  morning th e  M aster came to  our house. He 
cou ld  no t s le e p  very  w e ll l a s t  n ig h t .  Having been th e  g u es t 
o f  a P asha , who had in v i te d  o th e r  n o b le s  and d ig n i t a r i e s  to  
meet Him a t  a b an q u e t. He had spoken and e n te r ta in e d  them 
f o r  n e a rly  f iv e  h o u rs . B e s id e s , He had p a r ta k e n  o f  heavy 
d ish e s  most d i f f i c u l t  to  d ig e s t .  The r e s u l t  w as, o f  c o u rse , 
s le e p le s s n e s s .  He s ta y ed  f o r  more th an  h a l f  an h o u r, and as 
I had re c e iv e d  my m ail from America, 1 gave Him th e  resume o f 
th e  news. H is eyes were c lo s e d , and He l i s te n e d  to  my n a r ra 
t i v e .

A l e t t e r  from  Baku, Caucasus, and from Sayad 
A seodollàh , t e l l s  u s o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  v i c to r i e s  in  sp read in g  
th e  Cause and s c a t te r in g  th e  seeds o f  th e  y iow ers o f  th e  
P a ra d ise  o f Abha. He has t r a v e le d  th roughou t many c i t i e s ,  
abd everyw here so u ls  have been  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  Kingdom o f 
Gad. s u re ly  D ivine C onfirm ations a re  descend ing  upon him.



Ramleh, E gypt, O ctober 7 , 1915.

Bear F rie n d s :
Today mankind i s  more in  se a rch  o f  Peace th a n  a t any 

o th e r  tim e in  th e  co u rse  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  bu t th r e e  th in g s  have 
impeded i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n .

F i r s t :  M is tru s t .
Second: J e a lo u sy .
Thirť&\ M isunderstand ing .
H â tio n s ,hav ing  no co n fid en ce  in  th e  p r o te s ta t io n s  

of f r ie n d s h ip  by t h e i r  n e ig h b o rs , in c re a s e  y e a r ly  th e  means o f 
d e fe n se . S h is  b re e d s  Jea lo u sy  and ends in  m isu n d ers tan d in g , 
which in  t u r n ;. i s  tran sfo rm ed  in to  war and b loodshed .

A r b i t r â t ion*C onferences, Peace M eetings, C o n c il ia t io n  
C ongresses are y ea rly ^ o rg an ized *  and thousands o f men and 
women a t te n d  them, and in  t h e i r  ̂ concluding s e s s io n s  e x c e lle n t 
R e so lu tio n s  a re  p re se n te d  and unanim ously adop ted , b u t th e  
ta n g ib le  r e s u l t s  a re  w anting* We may d e p ic t most v iv id ly  
th e  h o r ro rs  o f  war; o r  d e s c r ib e  in  g re a t  vhapso<3y th e  v ic to r 
ie s  o f  P eace , b u t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  we have not gone beyond th e  realm  
o f  w ords. We may d is c o u rs e  e lo q u en tly  on th e  burden  o f arma
m en ts, b u t ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , in c re a s e  in  a geom etric  r a t i o  
th e  f r i g h t f u l  annual m i l i t a r y  and n av a l budget.

The Permanent Court o f A r b i t r a t io n ,  b e fo re  which a l l  
th e  Governments may s e t t l e  t h e i r  d is p u te s ,  i s  a grand and 
noble I d e a l ,  f o r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f w hich a l l  a re  s t r iv in g ;  
bu t th e  d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  from  th e  f a c t  o f  w hether th e se  n a tio n s  
a re  a l t r u i s t i c  enough and s u f f ic ie n t ly :  u n s e lf i s h  to  p re se n t 
a l l  t h e i r  c a se s  v  boundary l i n e s ,  com m ercial d is p u te s ,  
n a t io n a l  honor -  to  th e  a r b i t r a t i o n  o f  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  
C o u rt. so f a r  th e re  have been c e r t a in  q u es tio n s  whioh th e  
n a t io n s  o f  th e  w est a re  no t y e t w i l l in g  to  y ie ld  to  th e  d e c is io n  
o f  th e  C ourt, no m a tte r  how im p a r t ia l , ;  o r to  a J o in t  Commission, 
no m a tte r  how r e p r e s e n ta t iv e .  They f e a r  each o th e r ’s  d es ig n s  
o r  am icab le d e a lin g s . J e a lo u s ly  th e y  hug to  t h e i r  bosoms 
t h e i r  h a rd  won o r in h e r i t e d  independence, su sp e c tin g  th a t  
t h e i r  ne ig h b o rs w i l l  tram p le  i t  u n d er th e  h o o fs  o f t h e i r  cav
a l ry  h o rse s  a s  soon a s  they  a re  exposed to  o u ts id e  a t ta c k ;

Outwardly a l l  th e  n a t io n s  a re  eom m itted to  th e  
p r in c ip le  o f  A rb i t r a t io n ,  w ith  o r  w ith o u t r e s e rv e , b u t how a re  
they  going to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  Court o f  A r b i t r a l  J u s t io e  on a 
perm anent b a s is  on n a t io n a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  and in te r n a t io n a l  
d ig n ity ?  These n a tio n s  do not want to  have Peace a t  any 
p r ic e ,  bu t th ey  would l ik e  to  have Peace tem pered  w ith  J u s t i c e .  
I t  i s  h ea rd  from many q u a r te r s  th a t  th e  T h ird  Hagtie Conference 
w i l l  be in a u g u ra ted  w ith in  two y e a r s ,  and t h a t  from  now on th e  
d ip lo m ats  and s ta te sm en  o f  Europe and America a re  p rep a rin g  
s u i ta b le  p ro p o sa ls  to  be subm itted  to  th e  C onference.
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I t  i s  hoped th a t  when th e  D eleg a tes  o f  th e  Govern
m ents a re  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  in  th a t  august assem blage o f th e  
P a rliam en t o f  Man, th e y  w i l l  no t only  d iso u s s  how to  m inim ize 
th e  h o r ro rs  and c r u e l t i e s  o f w ar, b u t  how to  b r in g  about e i th e r  
l im ite d  o r t o t a l  disarm am ent; how to  c o n s t i tu t e  th e  v a r io u s  
fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  Permanent Court o f  A rb i tra t io n ;  how to  d ev ise  
a p la n  whereby a l l  th e  n a t io n s  may be w il l in g  to  e n te r  in to  
a g e n e ra l agreem ent; and how to  c re a te  an I n te r n a t io n a l  Haval 
P i l io e  Foroe to  p ro te c t  th e  commerce on th e  h igh  s e a s .  I f  
th ey  a re  a s s i s te d  in  c a rry in g  out even p a r t i a l l y  th e s e  m a tte rs  
which a re  se e th in g  in  th e  minds o f th e  p a c i f i s t s ,  th ey  w i l l  
have ren d ered  an enduring  s e rv ic e  to  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity, 
and t h e i r  names w i l l  sh in e  th rough  th e  h is to r y  o f  mankind l ik e  
un to  th e  b r i l l i a n t  s t a r s  from  th e  h o rizo n  o f  e te r n a l  g lo ry .

For th e  l a s t  tw enty  y e a rs  th e  Cause o f  Peace has 
been g r e a t ly  a c c e le r a te d .  S o c ie t ie s  have sprung up everyw here, 
and th e  fo llo w e rs  o f  Peace h a v e - in c re a s e d . P a c i f i s t s  o f  a l l  
c o u n tr ie s  and o f  a l l  n a t io n s  have c a r r ie d  on a v igorous 
campaign o f  p u b lic  ed u ca tio n ; and face  to  fa c e  w ith  th e  
le g io n s  o f  war we have th e  le g io n s  o f P eace. Here th e re  may 
by an army o f  d e a th , b u t th e re  i s  an array o f l i f e .  Govern
m ents may d r i l l  h o s ts  o f  d e s t ru c t io n  and in v en t eng ines of 
s la u g h te r ;  God i s  te a c h in g  th e  works o f  c o n s tru c tio n , and 
b r in g s  in to  a c t io n  th e  f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y  o f  lo v e . The form er 
p la c e s  h is  t r u s t  in  th e  b ru te  fo rc e  o f  D readnaughts and 
in d o m itab le  p h a lan x es o f  men; th e  l a t t e r  p u ts  H is con fidence  
in  th e  Power o f  th e  Supreme Kingdom.

The p re se n t day n a tio n s  a re  l ik e  unto  so many arm ies 
o f  Peace. They need a w ise  oom m ander-in-Ohief in  t h i s  
s t r u g g le .  As soon as th e  Supreme G enera l, w ith  undaunted 
courage and u n iv e r s a l  co n cep tio n  a p p e a rs , He w i l l  b r in g  a l l  
th e se  s c a t te r e d  arm ies unfier th e  Flag: o f  E te rn a l P eace.

I t  i s  s a id  th a t  once th e  r a t s  made p a th e t ic  com
p l a i n t s  a g a in s t  a b ig  c a t  whose n ig h tly  a t ta c k s  upon them 
decim ated  t h e i r  rank  and f i l e .  They o rg an ized  a m eeting  and 
d e l ib e r a te d  upon th e  means whereby they  m ight s to p  th e  m urder
ous rav ag es  o f  th e  o a t .  A ll th e  d e le g a te s  ex p ressed  th e i r  
o p in io n s  in d iv id u a l ly ,  b u t th ey  d id  n o t h i t  th e  mark. F in a lly  

an o ld  r a t ,  w e ll known f o r  i t s  s a g a c ity  and in s ig h t ,  a ro se  
from  i t s  s e a t  and s a id ;

"I have found a way, and th a t  i s  by ty in g  a b e l l  
around th e  neck o f  th e  c a t .  Then whenever i t  approaches 
from a f a r ,  we w i l l  h ea r  th e  n o ise  and f l e e . ”

Everyone though t t h i s  was th e  b e s t  su g g e s tio n , bu t 
t h e i r  h e a te d  en thusiasm  coo led  down when they  began to  th in k : 
"win w i l l  have th e  courage to  tak e  th e  b e l l  and t i e  i t  around 
th e  neok o f  th e  c a t? "
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Now, th e  P r in c ip le s  o f  Peace and A rb i t r a t io n  a re  
very good and b e n e f i c i a l ,  b u t which one o f  th e  Governments 
o f  th e  w orld w i l l  a r i s e  to  p r a c t ic e  i t  f i r s t ,  and th en  by 
t h i s  example teaoh  o th e r  n a tio n s  to  fo llow ? I t  i s  th a t  
America -  th e  home o f  th e  b rave  and th e  f r e e  and th e  Peace 
lo v in g  -  v a i l  be th e  f i r s t  Government to  h o is t  t h i s  f l a g ,  to  
l e t  th e  Dove o f  Peace f l y  out o f th e  cage o f human egotism  
and s e l f i s h n e s s  and b r u ta l  m a te r ia lism , and to  le a d  a l l  man
k in d  in  th e  a r t s  o f love  and f r ie n d s h ip  and c o n c i l i a t io n .

May th e  American D e le g a te s ,a t  th e  T h ird  Hague 
Conference show f o r th  t h i s  s ta te sm an sh ip  and f a r - s ig h te d n e s s i  
May they  c o n s t i tu t e  them selves th e  champions o f Peace w ith o u t 
l im i t a t io n s ,  A rb i t r a t io n  w ith o u t r e s t r i c t i o n s .  May they  
r a i s e  t h e i r  v o ices  in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  ap p ressed  amongst mankind. 
May they  la y  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  G lorious P alace  o f th e  
Permanent Court o f  A rb i t r a t io n  -  o r  th e  P arliam en t of Man -  
th u s  t h e i r  names and fame may sh in e  th roughout a l l  fu tu re  
ages and c y c le s .

Today th e  Beloved was not f e e l in g  w e ll .  He was in  
bed a l l  m orning. in  the  a fte rn o o n  we met Him only  fo r  a few 
moments in . th e ; V ic to r ia  H o te l. He was weak, and d id  not 
speak but*8afiwowords. He to ld  u s  He i s  going to  r e s t .
One o f  th e  A rabic p a p e rs , c a l le d  ttE l- A h a l i ,» o f  to d ay , con
ta in e d  an in t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  on th e  Cause, and gave a won
d e r f u l  eulogy to  th e  M aster and H is work.



Bamleii, E gypt, October 8 , 1913.

Dear F rie n d s :
“G reat I d e a ls  make g re a t  p e o p le s ."
The Bahai I d e a l s ,  a s  re v e a le d  by BAHA'O^LAH and 

expounded by ABDUL BAHA, a re  th e  n o b le s t  and most lum inous 
P r in c ip le s  o f th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . The fo rc e  and e f f ic a c y  
o f  th e se  id e a l s  a re  so i r r e s l s t a b l e  th a t  any p erso n  coming in  
c o n ta c t w ith  them acknowledges th e  f a c t  th a t  they  a re  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  th e  Age, and th e  l i g h t  o f th e  w orld of hum anity .

The fo llo w e rs  o f th e  Bahai Movement have dem onstra
te d  in  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e i r  deeds th e  outw orking o f th e se  
T each ings, no t so much by s e n s a t io n a l  ad v ertisem en t as by th e  
f irm  and s te a d f a s t  adherence  to  th e  L ig h t o f  T ru th . With 
meekness and h u m il i ty , w ith  sin g le-m in d ed  d ev o tio n  and s a c r i 
f i c e ,  they  have shown to  th e  w orld  th a t  they  have no o th e r  
i n t e r e s t  a t  h e a r t  bu t th e  s o l i d a r i ty  of th e  human ra c e  and th e  
c o n f r a te r n i ty  o f  a l l  mankind. E ast and w es t, n o r th  and so u th , 
w herever you meet a B ahai you w i l l  f in d  him a lo v e r  o f mankind, 
ta k in g  th e  s id e  o f  p ro g re s s , s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  e q u a li ty  o f r i g h t s ,  
and freedom  o f  co n sc ien ce . With broadm indedness and fe lio w -  
f e e l in g  th ey  se rv e  th e  p eo p le  o f  a l l  c r e e d s ,  r e l ig io n s  and 
n a t io n s .  They ask  f o r  no rew ard o r.co m p en sa tio n . F ree ly  
they  have re c e iv e d , f r e e ly  th ey  g iv e . The a d u la t io n  of th e  
f r ie n d s  nor th e  po isonous a t ta c k s  o f  th e  enemies change t h e i r  
d e te rm in a tio n . The g lo r io u s  sun o f  t h e i r  hope n ev er s e t s ;  
th e  b r ig h t  moon o f  t h e i r  to le ra n o e  slYfays sheds s i lv e r y  beams; 
th e  s t a r s  o f  t h e i r  h ig h  a s p i r a t io n s  a re  e te r n a l ly  b r ig h t ;  th e  
zephyr o f  t h e i r  lo v in g  k in d n ess  i s  never hushed; the  garden 
o f  t h e i r  u n iv e r s a l  am ity i s  im p erish ab ly  g reen ; th e  fo u n ta in  
o f  t h e i r  sympathy i s  flow ing ; th e  r a in  o f  t h e i r  com passion 
and c h a r i ty  paons down; t h e i r  se a rch  a f t e r  T ru th  i s  unhamr- 
p e red ; t h e i r  t h i r s t  f o r  th e  Water o f  Knowledge and Wisdom i s  
never a l la y e d . i n  th e  P ath  o f  R igh teousness th ey  a re  re so 
l u t e .  They s t r i v e  t o  show f o r th  in  t h e i r  d a i ly  l iv e s  th e  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  ho ly  b e in g s , and m a n ife s t in  t h e i r  d e a lin g s  
w ith  a l l  men th o se  G odlike a t t r i b u t e s  which c h a ra c te r iz e d  
CHRIST, BAHA* 0 1LLAH and ABDUL BAHA.

in  t h e i r  e s tim a tio n  mankind a re  th e  sheep o f God.
The Almighty F a th e r i s  th e  U n iv e rsa l Shepherd. Having c re a te d  
a l l  He p ro v id es  f o r  them . He lo v es  a l l ,  th e r e fo r e  He showers 
H is Mercy upon them. I n  every  Cycle He has in s p i r e d  D ivine 
M essengers to  le a d  th e s e  so u ls  from th e  s ta te  o f  ig n o ran ce  to  
th e  s t a t i o n  o f  Knowledge. The B ah a is , having  burned  th e  
se lf iiw ith  th e  F i r e  o f th e  Love o f God, a re  ever ready  to  
se rv e  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  w orld  and s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  l iv e s  
f o r  th e  good o f m ankind. From a l l  form s of p re ju d ic e  they  
a re  f r e e .  They have no r e l ig io u s  p r e ju d ic e , because they  
b e l ie v e  a l l  th e  r e l ig io n s  were founded by God. They have no 
p o l i t i c a l  p re jv id ice , f o r  th e y  know a l l  hum anity a re  th e  
c h i ld re n  o f God. They have no r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e , because
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th ey  r e a l i z e  th a t  in  th e  s ig h t  o f th e  Lord a l l  a re  one, and 
th e  p u re r  th e  h e a r t  th e  n e a re r  he i s  to  th e  Source o f a l l  Good. 
They e n t e r ta in  no p a t r i o t i c  p r id e ,  f o r  they  a re  conscious o f  
th e  t r u th  th a t  t h i s  g lohe  i s  one home, th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  one 
coun try  and i t  belongs to  God. T h e ir  w ings a re  no t s o i le d
w ith  w ate r and c la y , th u s  th ey  so a r  tow ards th e  sp h e re  o f 
s p i r i t u a l  b ro th e rh o o d . T h e ir  minds a re  n o t c logged  w ith  
dogmas and s a c e rd o ta l  r i t e s ,  consequen tly  th ey  have a keen 
a p p re c ia t io n  o f a l l  th a t  th e  fo rm er th in k e rs  and p h ilo so p h e rs  
have c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  advancement o f th e  w orld . T h eir 
s p i r i t s  a re  not a sp h y x ia te d  w ith  th e  gas o f  v a in  i l l u s io n s  and 
s u p e r s t i t io u s  phantom s, hence th ey  a re  in to x ic a te d  w ith  th e  
w ine o f  th e  love  o f  hum anity . T h e ir :c h a ra c te r s  a re  moulded 
in  th e  schoo l o f  R e a li ty ;  t h e i r  ex p e rien ces  a re  ga ined  th rough  
th e  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  a l l  men, w ith  every c reed  and th o u g h t.

Being convinced  o f th e  g en u in en ess  o f  t h i s  R e v e la tio n , 
no th in g  can shake t h e i r  f a i t h .  To them every p h ila n th ro p ic  
movement i s  b u t a p a r t i a l  r e p l i c a  o f  th e  P r in c ip le s  o f  th e  
Bahai Cause, a f a i n t  echo o f  th e  re so n a n t vo ice  of th e  T eachings 
o f  BAHA*0t LLAH. They h id e  n o t t h e i r  f a i t h ,  n e i th e r  «to they 
d is s im u la te .  Under a l l  c ircu m stan ces  th e y  a re  proud to  be 
known as 3 ah a is  am ongst, t h e i r  com m unities. They w ear th e  
badge o f t h e i r  s in c e r i ty  in  t h e i r  fa c e s  and b e h a v io rs .
To be a B ahai i s  th e  g r e a te s t  p r iv i le g e  and th e  most heavenly 
h o no i. They d isp la y  th e  u tm ost e x e r t io n  to  sp read  th e  Cause 
th ey  c h e r ish  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  They p ray  every morning and w 
whenever they  can , f o t  fehw b e lie v e  th o rough ly  in  th e  e f f ic a c y  
o f  p ra y e r . They know th a t  -of them selves they can do n o th in g , 
b u t w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  Holy s p i r i t  they  can accom plish  
a l l  th in g s . They have no le a d e r s ,  and no one i s  appo in ted  
as t h e i r  s u p e r io r  in  th e  r e l ig io u s  w orld . L ike un to  b ro th e r s  
and s i s t e r s ,  th ey  a s s o c ia te  w ith  each: o th e r ,  and o onso rt w ith  
a l l  mankind w ith  joy  and f ra g ra n c e . They a re  n e i th e r  os
te n ta t io u s  nor p roud . They are  humble and meek, evanescent 
and c o n t r i t e  o f  h e a r t .  With m an lin ess and t r u th f u ln e s s  they  
conduct th em se lv es . They do no t swear nor c u r s e .  They do 
not d r in k , and smoking i s  fo rb id d e n  to  th e  young, and d is 
couraged in  th e  o ld . Thus th e  B ahais l iv e  a l i f e  o f  s im p li
c i t y  and s e rv ic e  to  God and man. They must sh in e  l ik e  un to  
th e  s t a r s ,  and l iv e  l i k e  u n to  th e  a n g e ls . They must be th e  
p rom oters o f  th e  Glad T id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  P eace, and th e  
S tandard  b e a re rs  o f  th e  Army o f  R ig h teo u sn ess . They must be 
th e  embodiment o f  h ap p in ess  and th e  t r u e  en s ig n s  o f  lo v e .

Today we do no t se e  th e  M aster. S v e ra l im portan t 
peop le  c a l le d  on Him and: many w neséions were answ ered.
M irza Mohsen, th e  so n -in -law  o f th e  B eloved, and an o th e r be
l i e v e r  a r r iv e d  from H a ifa . They b rought u s very  good news.
In  th e  a f te rn o o n  we c a l le d  on Mirza Aibul P azl and had a long 
ta lk  w ith  him on th e  meaning o f  c e r t a in  term s in  th e  Hidden 
Words.



Ramleh, E gypt, October 9 , 1915.
Bear F rie n d s  :

"The w orld o f hum anity has two w ings, one th e  m ale, 
th e  o th e r  th e  fem ale . When bo th  wings are  r e in fo rc e d  w ith  
th e  same im pulse,, th e  b i r d  w i l l  be enabled  to  wing i t s  f l i g h t  
heavenward to  th e  summit o f -^ptogress. "

In  th e  Bahai w o rld  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  woman i s  unique 
and u n p reced en ted . Through th e  R e v e la tio n  o f BAHA1G'L1AH, 
th e  women o f  th e  E ast have gained  t h e i r  r ig h t  p o s i t io n  in  
s o c ie ty ,  and day by day th ey  a re  advanceing along th e  p a th s  
o f  p ro g re ss  and re f in e m e n t. They nave s c a t te re d  t h e i r  cage 
o f  confinem ent and i s o l a t i o n ,  and a re  f re e d  from form er 
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  Many sch o o ls  w ith  a modern cu rricu lu m  a re  
sp r in g in g  up h e re  and th e r e ,  to  te ach  th e  fu tu re  m others of 
th e  E a s t .  We a re  in  a t r a n s i t i o n  p e r io d , when o ld  r u le s  and 
e s ta b l is h e d  customs a re  p u t a s id e ,  and p ro g re s s iv e  id e a s  a re  
p la n te d  in  th e  h e a r t s  and m inds. The com plete em ancipation  
o f th e  women o f  th e  E ast w i l l  be r e a l i s e d  th rough  an evo lu
tio n a ry  p ro c e s s , s te p  by s te p ,  and not by a r a d ic a l  rev o lu 
t io n .  The most im p o rtan t E a s te rn  problem  as  reg a rd s  women 
and g i r l s  i s  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n  and t r a in i n g ,  so th a t  they  may 
f u l ly  r e a l i z e  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  com plete freedom  
once they  a t t a i n  i t ,  A h a s ty ,  r a d ic a l  change would be 
fo llow ed  by chaos and d is o rd e r ,  and no good would come out of 
i t»

The W estern n a t io n s  in  a g e n e ra l way have a wrong 
n o tio n  about th e  s ta tu sv ío f women .in th e  E a s t , because some of 
th e  p re ju d ic e d  m is s io n a r ie s  have d e p ic te d  t h e i r  c o n d itio n s  
in  th e  b la c k e s t  manner. For exam ple, they have quoted th e  
f l im s ie s t  and most d o u b tfu l t r a d i t i o n s  o f Is lam  to  show th a t  
th e  .in fluence o f Mohammed*s Teachings has degraded  th e  women, 
and has b u r ie d  them a l iv e  beh ind  th e  s e ra g lio  and harem.

"Women a re  th e  whips o f S a tan i"  i s  a p re - Is la m ic  
adage, and was c u r re n t amongst th e  Arabs b e fo re  Mohammed was 
ever b o rn . Or, "When woméh were c re a te d  th e  l e v i l  s a id  to  
h e r :  *You a re  h a l f  my array, you have my co n fid en ce , I need
no b e t t e r  w eapon.1" There a re  many o th e r  s ta te m e n ts  such as 
th e s e ,  quoted  by th e  C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  to  dem onstra te  -tn' 
t h e i r  venomous p re ju d ic e .

These m is re p re s e n ta tio n s  so beclouded  th e  
heaven o f f a i r  judgment as to  prompt a Oanon of th e  Church 
o f England to  d e c la re :  "So l i t t l e  d id  th e  P rophet reckon  of 
women th a t  she i s  never even m entioned in  th e  K oran."
An E n g lish  a u th o re ss  announced: “The Moslem does no t even
a t t r i b u t e  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f a so u l to  women." These a l le g a 
t io n s  a re  no t only  u n ju s t ,  bu t c r u e l  in  t h e i r  t r e a tm e n t ,  and 
put th e  men o f  th e  E ast in  a f a l s e  p o s i t io n .
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I n  r e a l i t y  th e re  are  many say ings of Mohammed, both  
in  th e  Koran and t r a d i t i o n s ,  which prove th e  f a l s i t y  o f th e se  
a c c u s a tio n s . In  o rd e r  to  im press His fo llo w e rs  w ith  th e  
s a n c t i ty  and im portance o f th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Mother in  th e  
community, He h a th  s a id :  "The keys of P a rad ise  a re  a t  your
m o th e r 's  f e e t ! "  In  th e  Koran He says: "A ssoc ia te  k in d ly
w ith  women, f o r  in  them God h a th  p laced  abundant good."
"He h a th  pu t te n d e rn ess  and love betw een y o u ."  These say in g s 
c le a r ly  show th a t  Mohammed never commanded th e  se c lu s io n  o f  
women, hu t on th e  c o n tra ry  He e n jo in s  upon H is fo llo w e rs  to  
" a s s o c ia te  w ith  them ." Again, He sa y s : "The b e s t  men a re
th o se  who a re  b e s t  to  t h e i r  w ives and d au g h te rs . The b e s t 
Moslems a re  th o se  who b e s t  t r e a t  t h e i r  w iv es ."  You w i l l  no 
doubt be s u rp r is e d  to  know th a t  Mohammed never commanded 
women to  wear v e i l s .  On th e  c o n tra ry , He say s: " A woman
should  not show b u t h e r  face  and h an d s."  B ut, l a t e r  on, 
th e  Mohammedan p r i e s t s  and s e l f  seek ing  o le rg y  p reven ted  
women from becoming ed u ca ted ; as  th e  m in is te r s  o f  th e  C h ris 
t i a n  churches in  m ediaeval ages m onopolized le a rn in g  in  th e  
co n v en ts , and sp read  abroad th e  w ings o f th e  w oeful b ird  o f 
ign o ran ce  and o b scu ran tism . Another in s ta n c e , which more 
c le a r ly  shows th a t  th e  v e i l  i s  a s o c ia l  custom and no t a 
r e l ig io u s  c re e d , i s  th e  fo llo w in g  a u th o r i t a t iv e  s to ry  about 
Mohammed and one o f H is a d h e re n ts : "When Al Moghera Ibn
Sheba inform ed Mohammed th a t  he was about to  m arry , He asked 
him; M id  you see h e r ? 1 ‘Mo,1 was th e  r e p ly . The P rophet 
th en  s a id :  IYou must c e r t a in ly  see each o th e r  b e fo re  you
m a rry .1" A new Teaching o f Mohammed, a g a in s t which th e  Arabs 
o f  th e  day were a t  f i r s t  in c l in e d  to  r e v o l t ,  i s :  "People!
Be humble b e fo re  God, Fno h a th  c re a te d  man and h is  w ife  o f th e  
same s o u l . 11 Here i s  a d e c la ra t io n  of p e r f e c t  e q u a l i ty :  "Ye
have r ig h t s  over your w iv es , and your w ives have r ig h ts  over 
y o u ."  In d eed , an a s to n is h in g  d o c tr in e  in  th a t  day and p e r io d

On th e  o th e r  hanA, th e  id e a l  s t a t e  of m arriage has 
been e n t i r e ly  lo s t  in  th e  E a s t. I t  was in  th e  s ix te e n th
cen tu ry  when S harafti, who d ied  in  0 a i ro ,  penned th e s e  im per
is h a b le  w ords: "We S u f is  have e n te re d  in to  an engagement
t$  espouse only  one w ife , and no t to  a s s o c ia te  o th e rs  v?ith h er 
The man who has only  one w ife  i s  happy . . . . .  A pure  
h e a r te d  w ife  i s  a g re a t  h ap p in ess  in  th e  house . Oh! how 
o f te n  w h ile  I  was weaving have I  s to le n  a g lance a t  my w ife , 
th e  m other o f my so n , sewing garm ents fo r  th e  p oo r. £ under

s tan d  th e n  th a t  I  habe h ap p in ess  in  my house . O ften she 
opened h e r  l a r d e r  a n d ;d is t r ib u te d  i t s  c o n te n ts  to  th e  p o o r."
I have a lre a d y  quoted  from th e  Koran th a t  Mohammed tau g h t th a t  
men and women a re  endowed o r  c r e a te d  w ith  th e  same so u l.
The fo llo w in g  q u a tra in  o f  Runi, th e  c e le b ra te d  m ystic  p o e t, 
makes t h i s  p o in t s t i l l  c l e a r e r ;

"Love and te n d e rn e ss  a re  q u a l i t i e s  o f  hum anity,
P assio n  and lu s t  a re  q u a l i t i e s  o f  a n im a lity .
Woman i s  a ray  o f God, not a mere m is t r e s s ,
The C re a to r ’ s S e lf ,  as i t  w ere, not a mere c r e a tu r e ."
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In  c o n c lu s io n , l e t  me quote a n o th e r  v e rse  from th e  
Koran, showing how Mohammed looked upon t h i s  m a tte r : "Truly
th e  men who re s ig n  th em selv es to  God, ;and th e  women who r e s ig n  
them selvew , and th e  devout men and th e  devout women, and th e  
men o f t r u t h  and th e  women o f t r u t h ,  and th e  p a t ie n t  and 
hunible, and. who g iv e  alms and who f a s t  and are c h a s te ,  men 
and.women, and th e  men and women who o f te n  remember God; f o r  
thefô^G&d p rep a red  fo rg iv e n e s s s  and a r ic h  recom pense."
These q u o ta tio n s  -  and th e re  a re  innum erable o th e r s -  w i l l  
show you most c o n c lu s iv e ly  how th e  pure r e l ig io n  of Is lam , 
f r e e  ftsom th e  a c c re t io n s  o f  th e  Ulemas, lo o k s upon t h i s  r a th e r  
im portan t m a tte r . Wow, f o r  many ages p a s t th e  E a s te rn  women 
could  not en joy any e d u c a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s ; * bu t through the 
b le s s in g s  o f  th e  T ea ch in g s .o f  BAHA‘ O'LiAH they  a re  beg inn ing  
to  see th e  l i g h t ,  and come ou t o f t h e i r  h ard  in c ru s te d  s h e l l s .  
The dark  ages a re  beh in d ; th e 'c e n tu ry  of l ig h t  i s  ahead.
For them th e re  i s  no r e t r o g re s s io n .  They a re  pushing f o r 
ward. They a re  hungry fo r  knowledge. T h eir in te l l ig e n c e  i s  
qu ickened , t h e i r  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  a re  r e f in e d ,  t h e i r  p ro g re ss  
i s  a s s u re d , t h e i r  f u tu re  em ancipation  i s  c e r t a in .  S tep by 
s te p  they  clim b th e  m ountain o f  human r ig h t s  and e q u a l i ty ,  arid 
soon th ey  w i l l  ta k e  p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  summit. Once they  
have g ained  th e  h ig h e s t a l t i t u d e ,  they  w i l l  s ta y  th e re .
They w i l l  be in  . f u l l  command o f  th e  h e ig h t ,  and enjoy th e  
f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  h a rd  won v i c to r i e s .  :BAHAt 01LLAH i s  t h e i r  
S u p p o rte r! ' ABBUL̂ BABA i s  t h e i r  QonflrmerS

T his morning th e  Beloved came to  our house and 
s tay ed  f o r  a few m in u tes . Then He went ou t w ith  M irza A li
Akbar to  see th e  new houses which he i s  going to  r e n t  f o r  th e  
r e s t  o f  th e  season . T h is shows th a t  we may s ta y  h e re  f o r  a 
few months lo n g e r. In  th e  a f te rn o o n  Mir Sayad H ossein  Afnan 
d ep a rted  f o r  Oaird),. th u s  reducing  th e  fam ily  o f th e  M aster; 
bu t o th e rs  may come .next week from H a ifa . Mrs. I s a b e l  
F ra se r  d ep a rted  f o r  U ap les , and gtay r e tu rn  a f t e r  a few days. 
About 5 o*clock  th e  M aster sen t f o r  H a ji i l i a z , and g e t t in g  in to  
a c a r r ia g e  they  drove toward th e  sea , and th e  Beloved coming 
out o f  th e  c a r r ia g e  s tay ed  n ear th e  six ore fo r  n e a r ly  an h o u r. 
R etu rn ing  to  th e  V ic to r ia  H o te l, He sen t f o r  me. Mr. Atwood1s 

d au g h te r , H elen, 7 y e a rs  o ld , was b rough t in  by Miss H iscock, 
and th e  M aster took  h e r  in to  h is  arms: f o r  a long tim e , 

c a l l in g  h e r "my d ea r daugh terI I love you very  much," and
g iv in g  h e r some money. Then He l e f t  the house , We fo llow ed  

Him to  th e  floor, and He bade us f a r e w e ll .  Ï  was very happy 
because I  saví Him today*.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Ramleh, Egypt, O ctober 10, 1915.

Dear F rien d s :-
In  t h i s  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry , man, from th e  tim e o f h i s  

b i r t h  to th e  tim e of h i s  d e a t h , i s  su b je c t to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
fo u r  p ro g re s s iv e  d eg rees  o f  human l i f e :  p h y s ic a l;  i n t e l l e c 
tu a l ;  s p i r i t u a l ;  c e l e s t i a l .

As soon as th e  babe i s  born  th e  m other su ck le s  i t  
from th e  b r e a s t  o f  h in d n e ss , n o u rish e s  i t  w ith  th e  u tm ost 
te n d e rn e s s , t r a i n s  i t  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  com passion, and spends 
many s le e p le s s  and anx ious n ig h ts  w atching over i t s  c r a d le .

Having reach ed  th e  s ta g e  o f : ch ild h o o d , she s t r i v e s  
to  engrave upon th e  c le a n  t a b l e t  o f  h i s  mind th e  elem entary  
le s so n s  o f  s in c e r i ty  and h o n es ty , and: to  il lu m in e  in  th e  
chamber o f  h i s  h e a r t  th e  lamps o f  th e  re finem en t o f  f e e l in g s  
and s p i r i t u a l  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s .  She wards o f f  from h i s  p a th  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  any d an g er, and su p p lie s  a l l  h i s  p h y s ic a l 
n eeds. B efore th e  c h i ld  a t t a i n s  th e  age of m a tu rity  the  
m other has done e v e ry th in g , p u tt in g  f o r t h  energy and l i f e  to  
cause  h is  a l l - a ro u n d  m a te r ia l  grow th . Then th e  n e c e s s i t i e s  
o f  h i s  l i f e  a re  r a u l t ip l ie d .  He must work p e rs o n a lly  f o r  h is  
food , s h e l t e r  and c lo th in g ,  and so lv e  in d ep en d en tly  th e  th re e  
c a rd in a l  problem s o f  h is  p h y s ic a l e x is te n c e , nam ely, n u t r i t i o n ,  
re p ro d u c tio n  and p ro d u c tio n . Thus h is  p h y s ic a l  l i f e  i s  a l 
ways f lu c tu a t in g  betw een h e a l th  and s ic k n e s s ,  joy  and borrow , 
l i g h t  and d a rk n ess , h ap p in ess  and d e p re s s io n . C onsequently , 
in  th e  p h y s ic a l l i f e ,  no m a tte r  how p e r f e c t ,  th e re  i s  no 
s t a b i l i t y  and permanency.

H is i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  b eg in s  when he e n te r s  th e  
schoo l and s t a r t s  to  le a rn  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  knowledge, and 
l a t e r  on a s s im ila te  th e  th o u g h ts  and id e a ls  o f  th e  sages and 
w ise men. H is mind i s  n o u rish ed  th ro u g h  th e  lo f ty  id e a ls  
o f  an c ien t and modern p h ilo s o p h e rs . Having le a rn e d  a l l  th a t  
he ought to l e a r n ,  he s t a r t s  on h is  b u s in e ss  o r p ro fe s s io n a l  
c a re e r ,  and to  a la rg e  degree  c o n tr ib u te s  h i s  sh a re  to  th e  
w e lfa re  o f  th e  community. H is mind becomes a s to re -h o u se  f o r  

u s e fu l  in fo rm a tio n , and h i3  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  i s  c o n s ta n tly  
re p le n is h e d  th rough  a s s o c ia t io n ,  and o th e r  p e e rs  o f  p ro g re ss  
become h is  co n tem p o ra rie s . N a tu ra l ly ,  a man o f  h is  accom
p lish m en ts  and a tta in m en t's  i n  v a s t ly  su p e r io r  to  th e  p h y s ic a l  
man,who l i v e s  only f o r  th e  sake o f en joy ing  m a te r ia l  p le a s u re s ,

Going a s te p  f a r th e r  we meet th e  s p i r i t u a l  nan, th e  
man whose s p i r i t  i s  s u s ta in e d  th rough  th e  m oral p re c e p ts ,  
e th ic a l  a d v ic e s  o f  th e  p a s t  Messages and P ro p h e ts . I f  a 
man of t h i s  ty p e  l i v e  in  accord  w ith  th e  b e s t  m oral in s t r u c 
t io n s  he w i l l  in f lu e n c e  th e  l i v e s  o f  many p e o p le , h i s  h e a r t  
l i k e  un to  a pure m ir ro r  r e f l e c t s  th e  ray s  o f th e  Sun o f  th e  
Holy s p i r i t ;  he w i l l  gu ide h i s  f r ie n d s  to  th e  p a th  o f r e c t i 
tu d e  and i n t e g r i t y ,  and th u s  become an example o f  p u r i ty  and 
v i r tu e .  T his i s  why'-in our c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  men o f  r e l ig io n s  
and p ro fe s s io n s  we o f te n  meet a t r u ly  g ran d , n o b le , s p i r i t u a l  
s o u l,  whose words a re  co m fo rtin g , and whose deeds a re  p h ila n 
th r o p ic .  In  tenem ent houses and in  s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s  o f  th e
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la rg e  c i t i e s  we f in d  a body o f  men and women, awakened by a 
sen se  o f m oral and s p i r i t u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a re  d ev o tin g  t h e i r  
whole l iv e s  to  th e  improvement o f the; aw ful c o n d itio n s  o f th e  
slums and th e  poor who a r e  dragged down by p o v erty  and m ise ry . 
These p eo p le  a re  n o t do ing  th e se  th in g s  fo r  any s e l f i s h  pur
p o se , b u t because th ro u g h  t h e i r  in n e r  co n sc io u sn ess they  a re  
s t i r r e d  by a f e e l in g  o f  p i ty  and sympathy, hence they  devote 
t h e i r  tim e to  such a n o b le  w ork. The Lord lo v es  th e s e  pBople, 
and g re a t  rew ard i s  d e s t in e d  f o r  them.

The h ig h e s t e x p re ss io n  o f  man on t h i s  p la n e t in  t h i s  
Age and in  many ages to  come, i s  c e l e s t i a l ,  th a t  i s ,  to  l iv e  

and a c t in  accord  w ith  th e  T eachings o f  BAHA'O'LLAH and be 
s te a d f a s t  in  th e  lo v e  o f ABDUL BAHA. : The P r in c ip le s  o f th e
R e lig io n  o f  th e  BLESSED PERFECTION adorn th e  s p i r i t  w ith  th e  
h ig h e s t a t t r i b u t e s  o f th e  Kingdom of,A bha, i l lu m in e  h is  h e a r t  
w ith  th e  sun o f th e  Love of God, make him a se rv an t of th e  
w orld  o f  hum anity , a s ta n d a rd  b e a re r  of U n iv e rsa l Peace, and 
an orb sh in in g .fro m  th e  heaven o f r ig h te o u s n e s s . He fo rg e ts  
h im se lf  and l iv e s  in  th e  flow o f  th e  Love o f th e  True One, he 
embraces a l l  mankind w ith  an  in e f f a b le  te n d e rn e s s , and s t r i v e s  
day and n ig h t to  se rv e  h i s  fellow m en. He becomes a h e ra ld  
o f  th e  Supreme Concourse, and w ins th e  good p le a su re  o f  the  
Lord o f  H o sts . He w i l l  be a t t r a c t e d  w ith  th e  Face of th e  
Beloved, and immerse h i s  whole b e in g  in  th e  ocean o f  h u m ility  
and m eekness. He w i l l  e n l i s t  h im se lf  in  th e  army o f human 
p ro g re s s  and th e  l im i t l e s s  advancement o f  th e  ra c e .
Through h is  z e a l  he w i l l  s a c r i f i c e  ev e ry th in g  in  th e  P ath  of 
God, and q u a ff  from  th e  Chal&oe o f E te rn a l L if e ,  T his i s  th e  
Most G lo rio u s Bounty o f  th e  Age. T h is i s  th e  Bestowal o f  th e  
Bahai C ycle. T his i s  th e  l i g h t  th a t  i l lu m in e s  every h e a r t .  
T h is i s  th e  Water th a t  a l l a y s  every t h i r s t y  one. This i s  
th e  D ivine E l i x i r  th a t  changes man in to  th e  lik e n e s s  o f  th e  
A lm ighty.

Today we d id  riot see th e  M aster a t  a l l .  He d id  n o t 
leav e  th e  house as He was n o t f e e l in g  w e ll .  For th e  l a s t  
two o r th r e e  days He has been s u f fe r in g  from a c o ld , but 
tow ard th e  evening we h ea rd  th a t  He i s  f e e l in g  b e t t e r  and we 
w i l l  have th e  g re a t  joy  o f se e in g  Him tomorrow.

S ev era l packages o f  th e  N a tio n a l G eographic Maga
z in e , m ailed  to  me by our b ro th e r  Mr. W ilhelm, have r e l ie v e d  
th e  q u ie tn e ss  o f th e  E a s te rn  l i f e ,  and t h e i r  f in e  p ic tu r e s  a re  
in t e r e s t i n g  as. w e ll a s  in s t r u c t iv e . :

The G re a te s t  Holy L eaf w ith  M irza J a l a l  and h is  w ife , 
l e f t  f o r  Cairo t h i s  even ing , and may s ta y  th e re  f o r  a few 
days.

Toward th e  evening we passed  by the  h o te l  and enjoyed 
a long t a lk  w ith  our American s i s t e r s  and Mrs. s ta n n a rd . They 
a re  a l l  d e l ig h te d  w ith  t h e i r  new e x p e rie n c e s , e s p e c ia l ly  Mrs. 
Von L i l i e n th a l  and Mrs. Beede. No doubt th ey  w i l l  w r i te  about 
t h e i r  v i s i t  to  th e  M aster to  the  New'York f r ie n d s .

G ree tin g  and love to  a l l .



Ramleh, E g y řt, O ctober 11, 1915,
Bear F rie n d s :

True h ap p in ess  i s  sh a red  by th o se  so u ls  who f in d  
t h e i r  f a i t h  anchored in  ABBUL BAHA, t h e i r  l i v e s  becoming th e  
se ren e  e x p re ss io n  o f  H is s p i r i t u a l  id e a l s ,  and t h e i r 'h e a r t s  
r e f l e c t i n g  th e  a r t i s t i c  p ic tu r e s  o f  lo v e , joy  and peace .
The more we*are su rrounded  by th e  m in is te r in g  an g e ls  o f His 
h e a v e n - lik e  P re sen ce , th e  g r e a te r  w i l l  be th e  im m ortal con
sc io u sn e ss  o f  s e l f  su r re n d e r . He in s p i r e s  our minds w ith  
th e  pu re  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  G lo rio u s  B eings, and ig n i t e s  w ith  
H is B iv ine F ir e  th e  lamps o f  our ho ly  en thusiasm . H is mag
n e t ic  a t t r a c t i o n  draws u s  n ea r un to  th e  th ro n e  o f th e  F o rg iv in g  
Lord, and h i s  h u m an istic  q u a l i t i e s  te a c h  u s  th e  le s so n  o f 
B ro therhood , To lo v e  Him i s  to  se rv e  m ankind, to  s ta n d  in
His P resen ce  i s  to  f e e l  th e  Love o f  God, to  h ea r  H is v o ice  i s  
to  l i s t e n  to  th e  harm onies o f  th e  Kingdom, and to  rem ain f irm  
in  th e  Cause i s  to  grow and develop  day by day . Ours i s
indeed  a g r e a t  p r iv i le g e  to  have accep ted  t h i s  R e v e la tio n , 
and in  o rd e r  to  become w orthy o f  t h i s  p r iv i le g e  we must work 
f o r  th e  Cause, and f l in g in g  our com fort and r e s t  to  th e  w inds, 
we must a r i s e  to  a c q u a in t w ith  th e  U n iv e rsa l P r in c ip le s  th o se  
who have no t h ea rd  th e  Message b e fo re . W hilst th e  M aster 
l i v e s  amongst u s  we have no more im p o rtan t work th a il th e  awak
ening  o f so u ls  and summoning th e  people to th e  Kingdom;- of 
Abha.

P ra is e  be to  God, th a t  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  America and 
Europe a re  a l l  u n i te d  and in  one acco rd . They a re  not a t 
tach ed  to  any p e rso n a l t i e ,  and a re  f re e d  from, dogmas and 
t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e ir g r e a te s t  d e s i r e :i s  to  se rv e  th e  w orld 
o f  hum anity and prom ote th e  c o n fe d e ra tio n  o f  mankind. They 
a re  th e  n o b le s t a l t r u i s t s  o f t h i s  o r  any o th e r  age, ever 
s t r iv in g  in  th e  p a th  o f  re n u n c ia tio n  and s a c r i f i c e .  Having 
no o th e r  s e l f i s h  hope, th ey  long f o r  th e  day of th e  M illenium , 
c o n s ta n tly  working f o r  i t s  r e a l i s a t i o n .  They a re  devoted  
to  th e  Cause o f Peace and r e c o n c i l i a t io n .  I t  i s  hoped th a t  
du rin g  t h i s  y ea r  th ey  w i l l  w ith  o n e :v o ice  and w ith  one u l t i 
m ate purpose make an e x tra o rd in a ry  forw ard  movement, o rg an ize  
m ee tin g s , in v i t e  so u ls  to  th e  Cause, te a c h  t h e  p eo p le , and 
cause th e  T ree o f  BAHA'O'LLAH to  become more f r u i t f u l .  They 
a re  a s s i s t e d  u n in te r ru p te d ly  w ith  th e  c o h o rts  o f th e  Supreme 
C oncourse, and th e  Angels o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha. They must 
no t la g  b eh in d , b u t must summon o th e rs  to  s i t  around th e  
B iv ine T able and p a r ta k e  o f  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  fo o d . The Cause 
o f  BAHA10 *LLAH i s  f o r  th e  whole w o rld , and n o t only f o r  one 
s e c t io n  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a n o th e r . I t  i s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e ,  
and a l l  th e  peop le  s h a l l  t a s t e  t h i s  sweet w a te r . I f  we do 
no t e x e rt o u rse lv e s  to  in fo rm  o th e rs  w ith  th e  u n iv e r s a l i ty  
and T eachings o f t h i s  R e v e la tio n , we a re  e i th e r  s p i r i t u a l l y  
s e l f i s h  o r unw orthy. I f  we work fo r  th e  Cause w ithou t any 
p e rso n a l m o tiv e , undoubted ly  our p a in s ta k in g  endeavor w i l l  be 
crowned w ith  su ccess , and th e  B lessed  P e r fe c t io n  w i l l  become 
p le ase d  w ith  u s .
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T h is  morning th e  M aster se n t fo r  me. A ftem ..d icta
t in g  a cablegram  f o r  Hew York, He to ld  me th a t  He had oeen 
u nab le  to  s le e p  a l l  n ig h t ,  because His mind was th e  b a t t l e  
ground f o r  many c o n f l ic t in g  th o u g h ts1 o f th e  Cause. L a te r  
on I was ag a in  c a l le d  to  . t r a n s l a t e  fo r  Mrs. Sfeede, bu t i t  was 
only  fo r  a few m in u te s , because th e  Beloved exp ressed  a w ish 
to  r e t i r e  owing to  th e  s le e p le s sn e ss ; o f l a s t  n ig h t .

A ccording to  re c e n t developm ents Mrs. s ta n n a rd  i s  
going to  In d ia  l a t e r  on in  th e  seaso n  to  «join Mrs. G e ts in g e r , 
so she c a l le d  on th e  M aster in  th e  a f te rn o o n  and had a long 
in te rv ie w  w ith  him . i n  th e  co u rse  o f c o n v e rs a tio n , and in  
answer to  v a r io u s  q u e s tio n s  th e  Beloved s a id :

“The P r in c ip le s  o f  th e  B ahai Cause a re  th e  pure 
seeds which we are sowing in  th e  f e r t i l e  ground. U nquestion
ab ly  many h a rv e s ts  s h a l l  be g a th e re d . D aily  th e se  seeds a re  
s p ro u tin g , growing in  s iz e  and. v erdancy , and soon th ey  w i l l  
reach  th e  s ta g e  o f  f r u i t i o n .  R est thou a ssu re d  th a t  a l l  thy  
s e rv ic e s  in  th e  Gause w i l l  y ie ld  abundan t■r e s u l t s . . Wow you 
w i l l  go to  Bombay. I  am not going  to  g ive you any s e t  r u l e s ,  
bu t l e t  th e  S p i r i t  and th e  req u irem en ts  o f th e  tim e and moment 
g u id e  you in  your p ro p ag a tio n  o f  th e  Cause. Ehere a re  many 

■ f r ie n d s  in  I n d ia  w ith  whom you oan c o n s u lt  whenever you f e e l  
th e  need o f  c o n s u l ta t io n .  You may s tay  in  Bombay as long as 
you deem i t  n ecessa ry ; th en  you may go to  a n o th e r  p a r t .
P ra is e  be to  Godi tKou artb f r e e ,  a t ta c h e d  n e i th e r  to  husband 
nor son nor home .‘t i e .  Thou h a s t  co n sec ra ted  a l l  thy  tim e 
to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f th e  w orld  o f hum anity . D e liv e r your 
ad d resses  acco rd in g  to  my speeches in  America ánd Europe.
Let them be th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f a l l  your p u b lic  t a lk s .  To th e  
In d ia n s  say : God i s  th e  Shepherd o f a l l ,  and we are H is
f lo c k .  There a re  no t many r a c e s .  There i s  only one ra c e . 
Were you to  look  c a r e f u l ly ,  th e  Englishm an i s  th e  P e rs ia n , 
th e  P e rs ia n  i s  th e  American, th e  American i s  th e  F rench, th e  
French i s  th e  German, e t c .  Bon‘ t  t a lk  about p o l i t i c s .
Speak about th e  good work th e  E n g lish  have done in  Egypt.
To th e  P e rs ia n  Z o ro a s tr ia n s  say* AwakeÍ Awake! f o r  th e  
Sun o f  your S a lv a tio n  h a th  a r is e n  from th e  h o rizo n  o f  P e r s ia .  
Ere long th e  A ncient g lo ry  o f  your n a tiv e  lan d  s h a l l  r e tu r n ,  
you w ill, be honored amongst th e  n a tio n s  o f th e  e a r th .
Shake o f f  your s le e p !  Àhurs Mazda has come, and He s h a l l  
make t h i s  w orld a p a ra d is e , and i t s  in h a b i ta n ts  th e  angels of 
heaven! Be k in d  and c o n s id e ra te  to  a l l  th e  r e l ig io n s  and.' 
s e c t s ,  and show your genuine sympathy and re s p e c t tow ard a l l .  
The s p i r i t u a l  youth  s h a l l  in s p i r e  your h e a r t .  You a re  young. 
Man a lone  may enjoy p h y s ic a l and s p i r i t u a l  y o u th , b u t th e  
donkey and th e  cow have only th e  form er and are d ep riv ed  o f t  
th e  l a t t e r .  The s p i r i t u a l  youth  re v iv e s  one1*?', -.force from 
heaven, and u p b u ild s  one1» c h a ra c te r .  I t  i s  t h e 'g r e a t  
E l ix i r  th a t  changes th e  b a se r  m e ta ls  o f human n a tu re  in to
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p re c io u s , d iv in e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f th e  B ivine N atu re .
To th e  T h eo so p h ists  bey k in d  and c o n s id e ra te .

Thpy a re  r e a d ie r  to  re c e iv e  t h i s  T ru th  th a n  many o th e r  s e c ts .  
Make them u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  a young boy educated  in  Oxford w i l l  
not become th e  U n iv e rsa l E ducator o f  mankind. One who i s  in  
need o f th e  knowledge o f  th e  P ro fe s s o rs  o f  a U n iv e rs ity  w i l l  
n o t become th e  M a n ife s ta tio n  o f  God, C h r is t was no t ta u g h t 
by any man, y e t  He was th e  U n iv e rsa l E duca to r. BAHA10 1LLAH 
d id  not s tu d y , b u t H is Knowledge was im m easurable. He became 
th e  G eneral I n s t r u c to r  o f th e  w orld  o f hum anity. Even H is 
enemies t e s t i f y  to  t h i s  f a c t .  In  s n o r t ,  a s s o c ia te  w ith  a l l  
w ith  joy  and f ra g ra n c e . The C onfirm ations of th e  Kingdom 
w i l l  e n c ir c le  you a t  a l l  t im e s .”

Then a f t e r  o th e r  m a tte rs ' had been discuew ed, and 
a f t e r  d r in k in g  t e a ,  we l e f t  th e  house. T ogether we c a l le d  
on M irsa Abul E a z l, and h e re  we h ea rd  from him a most in 
s t r u c t iv e  account o f th e  m ig ra tio n  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n  from one 
co u n try  to  a n o th e r , u n t i l  now th e  Americans and Europeans 
habe become th e  i n h e r i t o r s  o f th e  o ld  ^pioneers.

Ahmad Sohrab.


