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1902] A VISIT TO THE PROPHET OF PERSIA 175

I saw from his manner that he was getting weary of talking, and so
we soon took our leave. .

‘What can one say in brief of such a man? Whether intentionally
on his part or not, he is now acting what seems to be a double part—a
Moslem in the mosque, and a Christ, or at least a Christian mystic, at
hisown house. He prays with the Moslems, ‘‘ There is no God but God,”
and expounds the Gospels as an incarnation of the Son of God. His
declarations of belief in the Trinity and redemption through the Christ
must be interpreted in the light of Sufist pantheism and of his belief in
a succession of incarnations, of which his followers regard him as the
last and greatest.

It is difficult to regard without indignation the Babite proselytism
now being carried on in the United States. One American woman who
passed through Beirut recently, en route for the Abbas Effendi shrine,
stated that she was at first an agnostic and found that a failure; then
she tried theosophy, and found that too thin; then she tried Christian
Science and obtained a diploma authorizing her to heal the sick and raise
the dead, and found that a sham, and now was on her way to see what
Abbas Effendi had to offer! Surely that woman has found out what it is
to feed on ashes.

A VISIT TO THE PROPHET OF PERSIA*

BY PHILIP SIDERSKY AND REV. 8. K. BRAUN

You are doubtless well aware of the spread of Babism, whose fol-
lowers claim that the Redeemer prophesied is now alive in Persia.
Hundreds have been converted to Abbas Effendi, who is claimed to be the -
Messiah in the flesh now in Persia, and whose strongholds in this country
are at Washington and Baltimore. Hearing that ¢ Merza Abdul Fazel,”
the Persian Prophet, as he is called by his followers, was in Washington,
we went to see him, and had a personal interview with him.

In the fashionable quarter of the capital we rang the bell. A lady
came, leading a blind man, and asked us if we desired to see the prophet.
She reached into a little case in the corner of the hallway, unlocked the
door, and ushered us into the presence of the ambassador of the Persian
Messiah, to whom she introduced us. 'We found him sipping his tea, his
pipe at hand. He arose and invitingly extended his hand in greeting,
bidding us to take a seat. His interpreter bowed, explaining that he was
at our service.

Clad in Oriental costume, turban on his head, the prophet began
immediately to speak of his mission, declaring with enthusiasm, ¢ This is
your day of joy, happy children of Israel, the manifestation of the Light
of the World. ¢Belhi Ulla’ is of great interest to you, for to gather you
he has come. As Jesus came to scatter you, so he comes to gather you.
Now I come to bring the glad tidings, and all who will accept and believe
in the Messiah, who is now in the flesh in Persia, their names shall be
placed on record, even in the Lord’s Book of Life. The prophecies of
the old prophets are, indeed, fulfilled; he is gathering his people.”

Then he began to prove his assertions from the Scriptures, Old and
New Testaments, and showed himself well acquainted with the Scriptures.

* Condensed from The Voice of Israel.
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‘We asked him, ‘“ Do you mean that Jesus is the Lord and He is now
in Persia for the second time in the flesh ?”

«“Oh yes,” the prophet replied, *‘for he is here now to gather unto
himself those who shall reign with him in glory.”

We replied: ‘Do not the Scriptures say that when Jesus shall
appear, He shall come in great power and glory, with a host of angels,
and His saints shall be with Him, all eyes shall behold Him, and every
tongue confess Him? "

“Yes,” replied the prophet, ‘‘and so you may see him in Persia.”

‘“ But how would we know him if we saw him ?”

Then he read in Deuteronomy xviii : 18, where it tells how the Messiah
might be known.

‘We said, “‘But it is written that when Christ shall appear, the Jews
will be gathered to Jerusalem, and behold Him and say, ‘This is our
God,’ and He will say, ¢ This is My people.”” ’

‘“ Ah, yes,” the prophet replied, ‘‘but you do not expect all this will
happen in one day or year. A thousand years is as a day with the Lord.
See how long it took Israel to go from Egypt into the promised land,
when they might have gone in twelve days. Even so now. They must
first believe in Him whom God has sent.”

‘We replied, ¢ The Scriptures declare that Israel shall go to Jerusalem
in an unconverted state, and thus shall be converted by beholding Him
for whom they waited.”

““That is true,” the prophet replied, ** but those who accept him now
are the elect, whose reward and glory will be so much greater. All
Israel shall become his people, and the nations shall be allied to them
and become their servants. But the Jews who accept and believe in
the Messiah who is now in Persia, their glory will supersede all the
rest.”

He further said that he (Merza Abdul Fazel) had been a fanatic
Mohammedan, ap enemy to both Jew and Christian, but since he saw
the Messiah in Persia and became converted, and received a revelation,
he began to preach and teach this great revelation of this great Messiah
in the flesh. He loves all, and has been influential, he claims, in convert-
ing many here in America and the Eastern lands. He claims that about
thirty thousand Jews in Persia, Assyria, Australia, and Russia have
become his followers. He declares that he has seen him of whom Moses
and the prophets wrote, and had the revelation that thisis indeed the Mes-
siah who shall come and unify all sects and issues, for there shall be but

one religion. All shall be combined in Jesus and Mohammed—one the
prophet of the West, and the other the East.

e were not very long conversing with the prophet, when intelligent-
looking ladies, singly and in pairs, began to come in, and fairly drank in
his words as he was speaking to us. No one was at the door to answer
the bell or knock ; but his visitors know how to come in, having a key or
knowing where to find it. The pr(()lphet claims a following of about ten
thousand in the United States, and declares that in Persia, Arabia, and
Russia he has a following of about thirty thousand Jews.

The days when all ought to be careful are at hand. False prophets
are about us, saying, ‘‘Here is Christ.” Be not deceived, nor go after
them, said Jesus. Search the Scriptures, let no man deceive you. Read
carefully the thirteenth chapter of Mark, and see how the Word of God
is fulfilled. Mark xiii : 21, 22—*“And if any man shall say to you, Lo, here
is Christ, or, Lo, He is there, believe him not ; for false Christs and false
prophets shall rise and all show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were
possible, even the elect.”
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