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On 15th of August 1852 a few Babis, who were frustrated because of the ill treatment of the 

Babis and the execution of the Bab two years earlier at the hand of Qajar government, carried 

out the assassination attempt on the life of Naserudin Shah Qajar. Although the assassination 

attempt was a failure, it did not stop the Monarch to severely punish and execute the ones 

who were involved directly.  

Although Sheikh Ali Tourshizi, who was the mastermind of this failed attempt, confessed that 

he acted alone, it did not stop the Qajar authorities to not only execute him but to order the 

public massacre of many Babis at the hands of government officials, clergies, and ordinary 

people. 

Nabil Zarandi in his book “Nabil’s Narratives” which covers the history of the Babi faith, fully 

explained the barbaric acts of the masses towards the innocent Babis in 1852 after the 

assassination attempt on the Shah’s life. It also resulted in imprisonment of Baha’u’llah in the 

Siyah Chal (Black pit) Prison of Tehran for 4 months. 

Often critics and non-Bahais claim that Nabil exaggerated and used his imagination when 

describing the massacre of the Babis in 1852. 

The official Iranian newspaper Vaghaye-e-Ettenfagheih fully captured the events that took 

place after the Shah’s assassination and what happened to the Babis in Tehran on its issue 

printed on 26th of August 1852. This will prove that Nabil’s account was accurate and was 

based on real events. 

Below you will see (respectively): 

1- A provisional English translation of Vaghaye-e-Ettefagheih newspaper. 

2- A copy of the actual newspaper (in Farsi). 

3- Typed version of the above-mentioned newspaper (in Farsi). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 


