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BABCOCK, KA.LTBIE DAVENPORT: Presby
terian; b. in Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1858; d. in 
Naples, Italy, May 18, 1901. He was graduated 
at Syracuse University, 1879, and from Auburn 
Theological Seminary, 1882; he became pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Lockport, N. Y., 1882, 
of the Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Baltimore, Md., 1887, and of the Brick Presbyterian· 
Church, New York, 1900. In the following spring 
he went on an excursion to the Holy Land, on hie 
way back contracted Mediterranean fever and died 
in a hospital in Naples. Hie comparatively brief 
life made a deep impression because he colll!eCrated 
hie remarkable powers and attainments to the pub
lic service. His sermons were of unusual effect. 
They were unconventional, sincere, and fervid, 

• glowed with a spiritual light, and held the attention 
of even the most indifferent. His loving heart 
went out to all whom he met and his single desire 
was to do them good. As pastor and preacher 
he will long be remembered and spoken of in un
measured terms of praise. In Baltimore he was 
counted one of the first citizens and in New York 
he bade fair to repeat his personal and professional 
triumph. Book-making was not his aim in life 
and the publications which bear his name were 
posthumous; they are: Thoughu fur EfJef'Y Day Liv
ing (New York, 1901), a volume of selections; 
Letters from Egypt and Pal68tine (1902), written to 
the Men's Association in the Brick Church; Three 
Whya and their Answer (1902); Hymns and Car<JUJ 
(1903); and Tll6 SUCC688 of Defeat (1905). 
BIBLIOGBAPIIT: C. E. Robinllon, M allbie Dawnpurl 1Ja1,codc, 

New York, 1904. 

BABISII. 
Antecedents of Babism (I 1). 
Mirsa. Ali Mohammed, the Bab (I 2). 
Pereecution and Death of the Bab (I 3). 
Doctrines Cl 4). 

Babism, the system of a mystic Mohammedan 
sect, which originated in Persia about the middle 
of the nineteenth century, is said to have more 
than 1,000,000 adherents to-day and is still spread
ing, and offers in its history some striking parallels 
to the origin and early development of Christianity. 
Mohammedanism is a religion sharply defined, 
even iron-bound in its doctrinal precision, dog
matic to the last degree in its essentials; and yet 
it has manifested the· greatest el&Bticity in politics, 
in social life, in philosophy, and in religious beliefs 
(see MoHAKMED, MoHAMMEDANIS11). Material and 
expressed in material terms, its theology has never
theless embraced the abstractions of Greek phi
losophy, Persian mysticism, and Hindu pantheism 
and incarnation among the doctrines held by its 
adherents. Babism and its precursors most, com
pletely illustrate these anomalies. The roots of 

the sect lie in the early doctrine known 
1. Antece- as Shiah, which has flourished most 
dents of prolifically and almost solely on Per
Babism. sian soil. The foundation of Shiah 

teaching is the doctrine concerning 
the Imam. According to this system, the Imam
ate or Calif ate is not elective nor is it to be usurped; 
it is of divine right and altogether spiritual; Ali, 
through Ayesha's guile thrice defeated for succes-

sion to ·Mohammed and finally assassinated, was 
the first Imam. The essence of the Iroama-te is a 
light which passed directly from Mohammed to 
Ali and passes from one Imam to the next. By 
virtue of this light the Imam becomes impeccable, 
omniscient, divine, an incarnation of deity. A 
philosophic ground of this doctrine is that even an 
infallible book like the Koran to be effective re
quires an infallible exponent, which is furnished 
by the Imamate. But the Imamate, though it is a 
succession, is not unlimited, and of the two main 
branches of Shiites one reckons six and the other 
twelve Imams. Both branches hold the mystical 
doctrine that the last Imam did not die, but lives 
" concealed" in one of the Arabic utopias, Jabulka 
or Jabulsa. A corollary is that he is to reappear, 
e.g., 88 the Mahdi "the Guided," who is to " fill. 
the earth with justice "-a prophecy and a hope 
which naturally lead to repeated attempts at their 
fulfilment and realization (see M.u11>1). It is 
further held that there were·two degrees of "con
cealment " or " occultation " the minor and the 
major. During the former: communication with 
the faithful was made by intermediaries who were 
called Abwab or "Gates" (singular bab). When 
the last of the Abwab died (1021) without naming 
a successor, the major oocultation began in the 
entire cessation of communion between the Imam 
and the faithful. Naturally the Shiites have ever 
since been expecting the reopening of commu
nication with the Imam and a period of enlighten
ment in hie revealing. 

The immediate precursors of the Babis were the 
Shaikhis, followers of Shaikh Ahmad (1753-1826), 
a Shiite mystic, ascetic, and thinker. Hie special 
teaching W88 that the Imams were personifications 
of divine attributes and that of these personifica
tions Ali was chief. He gathered around him a 
great company of believers, the leadership of whom 
passed after hie death to Hajji Sayyid Kazim, still 
a young man, but reserved, mysterious, and ascetic 
to a degree, under whom the sect mult:plied in 
numbers and came to include many of the nobility. 
Just before his -death (1843) Sayyid Kazim for
bade his followers to mourn and declared that it 
was good that he should go in order that " the true 
one should appear." He died without appointing 
a successor. Among his disciples had been acer
tain Mirza Ali Mohammed, a native of Shiraz, 

who was only twenty-three years of 
:z. llirza Ali age when Bayyid Kazim died. Mirza 
llobammed, Ali was met by Mullah Husain, one of 

the Bab. the searchers for a successor to the dead 
leader, and claimed to be the sought 

one, the " true one who was to appear " and the 
Bab or "Gate." He also claimed inspiration, 
established his right to the place of leader by 
revealing undiscovered meanings in the Koran, 
and convinced the searchers that their quest was 
ended. This claim was the more easily allowed 
because the year in which it was made was reck
oned as the one thousandth from that of the dia
appearance of the last Imam. Millenarianism 
of a certain kind is as potent in its influence over 
Mohammedans as it was in Christendom in the year 
1000 of the Christian era. Adherents came in 
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by the hundred when the news that the Bab had 
appeared wu spread abroad, as it 'BOOD was in the 
manner peculiar to the East. To the personal 
attractiveness of the young leader and the agree
ment of his pantheistic teachings with the mysti
cism held by most Shiites there was added 88 a 
compelling force driving to &BSOCiation with his 
following the great evils of a tyrannous civil and 
religious administration, so that the Babis soon 
became a large and important body. 

The next year (1843) the Bab made the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, returning confirmed in his opposition to 
the mullahs or clergy. He attacked them in his 

preaching, and when they sent their 
3- Penecu- ablest debaters to confute him and his 

tion and claims, theee partisans were either Bi
Death of lenced or convinced. They then ae
the Bab. cured his arrest and attempted to 

88888Binate him, but were prevented 
since be was under the protection of the gov
ernor. When the latter died (1847), Mina 
Ali W88 throW)l into prison in Maku and 
finally taken to Tabris, where his confinement 
was daily made more rigorous. All the time he 
was exceedingly prolific in a literary way, claiming 
indeed aa evidence of his inspiration the ability 
to produce 1,000 lines of poetry a day. His mild
Dell8 and gentleness ,ron the hearts even of his 
jailers, and converts were increased 88 accounts of 
his sufferings were made public. The mOllt notable 
conversion wu that of a famous, learned, and very 
beautiful woinan to whom the Bab gave the name 
Jenab-i-Tahira, "Her Excellency the Pure." 
She W811 permeated with mysticism, and by her 
devotion and persuasiveness during her life and 
still more by her martyrdom (1852), she gained 
large numbers aa adherents of the faith. Mean
while in 1848 the late Shah was crowned, and 
selected aa his prime minister a violent opponent 
of Babism. Under the persecution immediately 
instituted, some of the Babis seized arms and 
proclaimed the Bab sovereign, a proceeding which 
he discountenanced. The prime minister then 
had the Bab executed, July 8, 1850, expecting 
that his death would cause the dissolution of 
the sect. But Mina Ali had nominated Mina 
Y ahya his successor and bead of the nineteen 
councilors, and continuity was secured. On as
suming leadership, the latter took the names of 
Sub-i-Ezel and Hazrat-i-Ezel, " Dawn and Holi
ness of Eternity." 

The execution of the Bab exasperated his follow
ers, and some of them attempted to 88888Binate the 
Shah. This involved the sect in new persecutions 
and in wholesale executions in public in which the 
mOllt execrable atrocities were perpetrated (Count 
Gobineau baa described some of the scenes in Lea 
Religion, et lu philoaophiu, pp. 301-303, quoted in 
Renan, Lea Ap«ru, p. 378, Eng. transl., p. 201). 
As a result there was a great exodus of the adherents 
of the sect to Bagdad, whence, upon Persian of
ficial protest against their continued residence BO 
near to the Persian territory, the Turkish govern
ment removed them to Adrianople. The leader 
secluded himseH very persistently, conducting 
affairs through his half-brother Beha. The latter 

wddenly proclaimed himself the one foretold by 
the Bab as " the one whom God shall manifest," 
drew after himself mOllt of the following, and split 
the sect into the "Eselites" and the "Behaites." 
Between the two parties hostilities so bitter broke 
out that the Turks sent Beha to Acre, which became 
the headquarters of the Behaites and the center of 
·their propaganda. Ezel waa removed to Cyprus, 
and his following baa become almOllt extinct. Beha 
waa almOllt as prolific a writer aa the Bab, and his 
works are extant in a Bombay edition. He died 
in 1892, and his son Abbas Effendi took his place 
and is the present leader. The number of Babis 
is estimated at over 1,000,000, and they carry on 
a propaganda in the United States (deaoribed in 
AJT, Jan., 1902). See B.m.uax. . 

The doctrines of the Babis rest on two bases: 
(1) The general system of Shiah in its pantheistic 

aid mystical phases; and (2) the as-
4- Doc- sumption that no revelation is final, 
triueL but represents only the measure of 

truth the stage of human progress 
baa rendered man capable of receiving. Hence, 
aa the revelation of Moees waa superseded by that 
of Jesus, and his by Mohammed's, and his in tum 
by the Bab's, BO the latter's is superseded by Beha's. 
But Abbas Effendi baa tried to throw a log under 
the oar of progress by declaring that " whoever 
lays claim to a revelation before 1,000 full years 
have pa-1 is a lying impOlltor." The explicit 
teaohingll are (1) the veneration of the Imams; 
(2) the fact of their concealment and the doctrine 
of intermediaries; (3) the reappearance of the Imam 
as a reincarnation; (4) the non-finality of any 
revelation; (5) the in<'.arnation of deity as an avatar 
from time to time to give instruction (Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moees, David, Jesus, Mohammed, and 
the Bab were such avatars, alike rejected b7 their 
hearers); (6) the poaribility of an achievement, 
like that of the Buddhist Nirvana, of unity of the 
individual with True Being; (7) the fact of a final 
judgment; (8) the B:,'lltem of numbers based on 
nineteen: the year consists of nineteen months, 
of nineteen days, of nineteen hours, of nineteen 
minutes; the Bab had eighteen associates, he 
making the nineteenth and being the point of unity; 
the square of nineteen is the symbol of the uni
verse; the Bab and his disciples represent God 
and, each of these having nineteen under him, make 
up the square which represents perfection. Com
mended for practise by the Babis are: abolition 
of religious warfare, friendly intercourse with all 
sects and people, obedience to the ruler, submillllion 
to law, confession of sin to God, acquisition of all 
knowledge which contributes to human good, and 
mastery of some trade or profession. Prayer is 
three times (not five times) a day, and the believer 
turns his face toward Acre, not toward Mecca. 
The Babi fast is not the month of Ramadhan, but 
the last month of the Babi year and lasts nineteen 
days. There is evident in all this a determination 
to mark the separation of the sect from Moham
medanism. 

The Bab's dictum on worship is worthy of quo
tation: " So worship God that if the recompense 
of th7 worship of him were to be the fire, no altera-
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tion of thy worship would be produced. If you wor
ship from fear, that is unworthy of the threshold 
of the holiness of God, nor will you be accounted 
a believer; so al.so, if your gaze is on Paradise 
and you worship in hope of that, for then you have 
made God's creation a partner with him." 

GEO. w. GILMORB. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: The best deecriptiona of Babiam are in the 
writinp or tl'&l181ations of E. G. Browne, who ,pvea ma
terial gained from first-hand knowledge and in sympathetic 
vein. as folloW!!: Tra'Odler'• Naff'aliw. 1Dl"itten lo illlulral4I 
U.. Epiaotk of tJ,,, Bab, 2 vols .. Cambridge, 1893; A Y
afflOflll 14,, P.-ttiana, London, 1893; Miraa H'U#l/fl of HMnO
dan, Tarikh-i-Jadid, or 1M NtllD Hialorl/ of Mirm Ali M• 
hommad U.. Bab, transl. by E. G. B., New York, 1892 
(diffu88, bot full; a native account with condemed narra-

tive and valuable notee); .Babiam. in~ S~ of 
U.. World, pp. 189 eqq,; Litararu HworJI of Pern,s, pas
sim. New York, 1902. Other accounts are in: J. A. de 
Gobineau, Lu Iuliqiona - lea -,,l&il.Hopllia daru r .. t.ia 
C~ pp. 141 eqq., Paris, 1865 (detaile I and sympa
thetic; one of hie pathetic descriptions of the pereecution 
is qnoted in E. Renan, Lu Apltra. pp. 378 aqq., 
Paris, 1866. Ena. tranal., pp. 201-202, London, n.d.); 
0. N. Cur1111n. P,na and Ow Ptniaa QV#li.tna., i, 
puaim. 'eepecially pp. 496-60i, 2 vole., London. 1892; 
A. 8. Geden. &wdia in Conaparaliw 1uliqi,m, pp. 2111 
eqq., ib. 1898 Cconeiee bot clear); E. Sell, E-1/11 "" 
I.,,_, pp. 46 eqq., ib. 1901 (deals with the antecedents of 
the sect); AJT, Jan., 1902 Cdeacn1>ea tbe American prop
aganda); J. E. Carpenter, in Studw. ,,. TMolotn,, by J. 
E. C. and P. H. Wicksted, London. 1903; Jil. H. Phelpa, 
T1MI Lif• and Teadlinqa of Abba, Effendi, New York. 1903 
(gives one of the later pbuea of the development); Beha
Ullah, Lea Pncepla d• B8tainte, Paris, 1906. 

BABYLONIA. 
I. The Names. Importance of Baby- The Literature (t 6). 6. The Iain and Aeayrian Periods, 

Ionia. The Civilisation (§ 7). 1207-3211 B.C. 
Reasons for Inte...,,.t Cf 1). Slavery and the Statua of Women NebuchadreHar I and his 8uccea-

II. The Land. (t 8). eora Ct 1). 
Alluvial (f 1). Occupations Cl9). 7. The Kaldu or Chaldean Period, 
Influence on Life and ActivitieeCl 2). Science Cl 10). 625-538 B.c. 
The Climate.Fauna. and Flora Ct 3). VI. History. Nabopolaear Cf 1). 

III. Exploration and Excavation. 1. Chronology. Nebuchadreau.r II Ct 2). 
llich and Mignan (t 1). The Data Cl 1). Nabonidue and BelehaHar, The 
Loftus (f 2). Value of Nabonidue's Dates Ct 2). Fall of Babylon(§ 3). 
F......nel and Oppert Ct 3). 2. The Pre-&rgonic Age. 4600-3800 VII. The Religion. 
De 8anec (§ 4). e.c. 1. Historical Development. 
RaMam Ct 5). En-sbag-kuehanna (11). Political Factors(§ I). 
The University of Penneylvania Urukagina (§ 2). The Philoeophical-Prieatl:, Factor 

Expedition Cf 6). Meeilim Ct 3). (§ 2). 
IV. The Cities. Ur-Nina, Akurpl, Eannatum, En- 0-- in tbe Number of Deitiee 

Origin and Development (t 1). temena (f 4). (t 3). 
Eridu (f 2). Alueharabid (I 5). The Earliest Religion Animistic 
Ur Ct 3). Lugal-aaggiai, Lugal-kigubnidudu, (f 4). 
Larsa <I 4). Lugal-kisalei <f 6) Spirits and Demone (I 5). 
Erech <t 5). 3. Sargon to Hammurabi, 3800-2250 Magic Ct 6). 
Sbirpurla and Lagash Ct 6). e.c. 2. The Gode. 
Iein or N isin Ct 7). Sargon (I 1 ), Anu (§ 1 ), 
Girsu <t 8). Naram-Sin <t 2). Bel <I 2). 
Nippur Ct 9). Ur-Bau and Gudea Cf 3). Ea Cf 3). 
Kish and Cutha Cl 10). Ur-gur and Dungi Cf 4). Solar Deities. 8hamaah (I 4). 
Akkad and Sippar Cf 11). Nur-Ramman and Siniddina (I 5). Lunar Deities. Sin(§ 5). 
Babylon (I 12). 4. The Supremacy of Babylon, ~ Adad or Hamman (I 6). 
Borsippa Ct 13). 1783 B.C. Ishtar (I 7). 
Bit-Yakin (t 14). The Elamitee. Kudur-Mabug and Nergal Cf 8). 

V. The People, Language, and Culture. Eri-aku (t 1). Ninib, Girru, and Tammus Cl 9). 
The Earliest Inhabitants Mongolian The First Babylonian l)ynaety. Marduk Ct 10). 

(I 1). Hammurabi Ct 2). Nebo Ct 11). 
Semitic Immigrations(§ 2). The Second Babylonian Dynaety 3. The Priests and the Epic:e. 
The Language. Two Fonns Ct 3). (I 3). Influence of the Priests (t 1). 
The Sumerian-Akkad.ian Language 5. The Kassh.ite Period, 1783-1207 The Gilgamesh Epic <t 2). 

(f 4). e.c. The Adapa Epic (f 3). 
The Aeayrio-Babylonian Lancuace Agumkakrime (§ 1). Marduk and Chaos Ct 4). 

Cf 5). Later Kassh.ite Kinp Cl 2). Ishtar's Descent into Badal (f 5). 

Babylonia designates the country extending by ayin; the word would then be transliterated 
from the head of the Persian Gulf to about 34 • Sn'r and could be pronounced Bhinar. The land 
north latitude (approximately the latitude of was known to the Hebrews also as Eref Kaadim, 
Beirut; c. 75 m. n. of Bagdad) and lying between "Land of the Kasdim," the second word a varia
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates or immediately tion for Kaldu, Hebraized Kaldim. From this last 
adjacent to them. came the Greek form Chaldea. The Kaldu were 

L The Names. Importance of Babylonia: Baby- the raoe which controlled the country about 610-
lonia was the Greek name for the country, derived 538 B.c. A name used by the early inhabitants 
from the name of the capital city Babylon, this now called Bumerians or Akkadians was Kmgi
last also a Grecized form frqt'n the Semitic Bab-ilu, , Uri, Bemitized by Sargon and others into Sumer
Heb. Babel, "Gate of Goct." By the earliest in- u-Akkad, "Sumer and Akkad." Another name, 
habitants known the whole land was called Edin, derived from a Kasshite source and appearing in 
"the Plain." In Gen. x, 10 the name given it is the Amarna Tablets, is Karduniyash. 
Shinar, the derivation of which is in dispute. The The reasons for the great interest in Babylonia 
most probable origin is from Sungfr, a variant read- are twofold, cultural and Biblical. In that country 
ing of Girsu. The gin Sungir represents the Semitic have been revealed the certain traces of the earliest 
ghayin which could be represented in Hebrew only . advanced civilization yet discovered as well as that 




