The Published Works of the Guardian

IN THE published works of Shoghi Effendi Bahd’is find fulfilment of their rehtionship to the Revelation of
Baha’w’llah. The Guardian has clarified the nature and functions of the institutions established in the
Writings of Bahi'u'lih, given us new and docper undorstanding of the Three Creat Figures of the Faith,
illumined the meaning and purpose of the individual Bah#’i life, expl hip of the Baha'i Com:
munity to the earth-shaking events of our time, supplied the authentic lnstory of the Faith down to 1944, and
initiated the great national and international teaching projects which release the spiritual potency generated in
the Master’s Divine Plan.

Assimilation of the Guardian’s is i ble to every Bahd’i. It would be well to
check the following list with the contents of your own Baha’i hbrary

1. Bahd’i Administration. This volume represents the Guardian’s letters addressed to the National
Assembly and the American Bah&’i community from January 21, 1922 until July 17, 1932, the period which
witnessed the development of local and National Assemblies, the Annual Convention, and the local and national
Committees. Adherence to the principles expounded in this volume assures a well-ordered and progressive com-
munity.

2. The World Order of Bahd'w'llih. This work consists of the seven extensive communications written
by the Guardian between February 27, 1929 and March 11, 1936 entitled The World Order of Bahé'wllih, The
World Order of Bahd'wllih: Further. Considerations, The Goal of a New World Order, The Golden Age of the
Cause of Bahd'wllih, America and the Most Great Peace, The Dispensation of Bahd'wllih, and The Unfoldment
of World Civilization. In this work we can realize the significance of the Master’s Testament, the ultimate
purpose of the Revelation of Baha’wlldh, the failure of nationalistic civilizations, sectarian cultures and com-
petitive economics, the spirifual mystery of the Bab, Baha'u'lléh and ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and the role of North
America in the evolution of peace.

3. The Advent of Divine Justice. This work, addressed to the Baha’is of the United States and Canada in
the form of a letter dated December 25, 1938, is & supreme challenge to the individusl Bah#'i and the entire
Bah&’i to to the task of consolidating the community and teaching the Faith.
It is a potent source of inspiration for achieving the goals of the Divine Plan.

4. The Promised Day Is Come. March 28, 1941 is the date of this work addressed to the Bahd’is through-
out the West. The Guardian relates the failure of the nations and peoples to their rejection and persecution of the
Béb, of Baha’wllsh and of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. “To the general character, the implications and features of this world
commonwealth, destined to emerge, sooner or later, out of the carnage, agony and havoc of this great world
convulsion, I have already referred in my previous communications. Suffice it to say that this consummation will,
by its very nature, be a gradual process, and must, as Baha’u’llih has Himself anhclpated lead at first to the
establishment of that Lesser Peace which the nations of the earth, as yet unconscious of His Revelation and yet
unwittingly enforcing the general principles which He has enunciated, will themselves establish. This momentous
and }ustonc step . .. wn[l brmg in its wake the spiritualization of the masses, consequent to the recognition of
the and Lhe d; of the claims, of the Faith of Baha’u’llah. .

5. Messages to America. In this work is reprinted the letters and cables from the Guardian, published
succcessively in Bahd'i News, received in America from December 30, 1939 to December 3, 1946. Among these
messages aro those which el with the firt and second Seven Year Plans, the compition of the Temple exterior

and p for the C jal Convention of 1944, Among them also are the powerful
stotements entitled “Babaulihs Spiritual Sovereignty,” “Chaos and Redemption,” “The Crucible of World
Conflagration,” “Turningpoint in Baha'i History,” and “A God-Given Mandate.”

6. God Passes By. Written as the Guardian’s unique contribution to the Centenary of the Declaration of
the Bab, God Passes By re-creates for us the actual scenes and events of the first hundred years of the Bahd’i
Dispensation. We witness the declaration of the Bab to His first disciple, His imprisonment and martyrdom, the
fate of the heroic dawn-breakers, the imprisonment and exile of Baha'u’lldh, His revelation of books and tablets,
the role of the Center of the Covenant and His journeys to Egypt, Europe and America, and the rise of the Baha'i
community throughout the world. To know this history is to live within the God-created world of reality.

7. The Bahd’i World, Vol. XI1, 1950-54. The section entitled “Impomm Messages from Shoghi Effendi”
(pp. 337:378), contains the Guardian's World Crusade lters giving the origin and purpose of the present Ten
Year Plan, the formation of the International Bah&’i Council, appointment of the Hands of the Cause of
and other vital messages beginning with the message to the U. S National Bah's Convention in 1950. Up to the
present time this is the only work containing these messages.

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'fS
OF THE UNITED STATES.
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ATVENDA TO THE BaK/tf JOURNAL OP LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: FEBRUARY 4%h, 1048: Page 1,

"I AM ¥OVED To PLEAD, AT THIS ELEVENTH HCUR"

"Bahdte
Wilmette

"The gravity of the emergency freing the Uerth ‘meriecan believers is unprecede=

ented since the initietion of the Divi

ln rnd unpirclleled in the history of the
-Awerdicen Behéd ! {Gommunity einc " hiu'l-Bohd's passing. No obatacle is
insupereble, no sacrifice too great for attainment of supremely important objectives
The eyes of her sister communities in every continent of the globe and of her daugh~
ter ocommunities of Latin America, handicapped by & variety o;‘ adverse cireumstaneses,
are fixed upon the community of followers of Bahd'u'lldh in North American continent
who are enjoying the blessings of internal peace, adequate resources, administrative
experience and orgenizing ability for their Divinsly~appointod mission, axp‘eeting
them to arise and avert the reverse which would mar the splendor of their record of
unexampled stewardships I am moved to pleed, at this eleventh hour, that the rank
end file of the community, particularly the members resident in long~established
leading strongholds of the Faith == New York, Chicago, Los‘[mgeles, San Franeisco,
Weshington —- %ssue forth unhesitetingly, determinedly, sacrifice every interest,
assume positions f:n the forefront of the struggle end emulate in the course of the
first decade of sséond Bahdtf Céntury, opening years of the second_ epoch of Formate
ive Age of the Faith, exploits of their spiritual Progenitors the dawn-breakers of
the Herole 4ge which immortalized the dawn of the first Bah&!f Century, The immed~
iate fortunes of the Plan are precariously hanging in the balance. The three months
interval is swiftiy running out. My heart aches at contemplation of the possibility
of failure of the stalwart community to rise to the heights of the oceasion, I re=
fuse to believe that its members, invested with unigue [xposi;olio Mission by 'Abdu'l-
Bah4, will shrink from meeting the most challenging requirement of the present houre"
"SHeGHI"

‘tablegram received February 1, 1948,"
Reoceived in Los Angeles February 3rd, 1948
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TZE FORCES EYSTEZICUSLY RTLEASED

hRE INCOrSCEY

LY FCTENT

Ceblegram from Shoghi Iffendi

The opening yesr of the sascond Seven Year Flan so auspiciously insuzurated
is hal? spent. The entire American Baha'i Community, gelvenized through fuller
pereceptica cf the progressive unfoldment of its glorums destiny, is geared to
s highsr spresd of orgenized activity, and urlifted to a new level of collective
echievement. The forces mystericusly relsased, designed to cdirsct the operation
end stimulate the processes to insurs the consummation of the second stuge of
the Divine Flan, sre inconceivably potent. Full, repid use of these forces, by
an organized community alive to the sublinity of its mission, is imperative.
fold azencies, local, regional, national end intercontinental, directly
resbmsmle for prosecution of tre Plan are now called upen to achieve, in
their respective sphercs, ere terminetion of this current year, successes so
conspicucus &s shell immeasurably fortify hopes of wimninz, within the stimulated
time, & totel, decisive victory. 5 immediate notable increase in the number
of pioneers, ;:articularly for the newly-opensd transatlantic field of service,
is t supreme necessity of this ch.allonrrm: hour, Tne present trickle must at
all costs swell into a steady flow of ccnsecrated settlers and itinerant teachers,
who, mindful of the Mester's poignant nlecs, careless ol their limited resources,
undismayed by the sorber intermational outlooh, urndeterred by the formidable
cheracter of the tesks undertuken or by the obstacles to be surmcunted, will,
in both tne administrative and teachis scheres, arise to acc lish feats out-
shining the exploits immortalizing the record of American Beha'i stewardship
ir both continents of the New World since the inception of 'fbdu'l- Baha's
Divine Plan., ¥ay the months immedimtely ahesd be productive of results exceeding
ny fondest expectaticns.

SHOGHT

et 6O



“An Enterprise Transcending Any National Institution”
A Message from the Guardian to all Belicvers

Announce (to) believers, through all National Assemblies, termination initial stage (of)
construction (of) domed structure designed (to) emb«.l]xwh (and) preserve (the) Babs
sepulchre (on) Mount Carmel,

(The) two-year enterprise Jaunched (on the) eve (of the) gravest turmoil rocking
(the) Holy Land (in) modern times, involving (the) expenditure (of a) quarter (of a)
million dollars, necessitating (the) transportation (and) placing (of) almost eight hundred
tons (of ) stone (and) marble mosaic, (was) consummated (on the) eve (of the) Centenary
(of) His martyrdom. (My) soul (is) thrilled (in) contemplation (of the) rising edifice,
(the) beauty (of) its design, (the) majesty (of its) proportions, (the) loveliness (of its)
surroundings, (the)} historic associations (of the) site it occupies, (the) sacredness (of the)
Sanctuary it envelops, (the) transcendent holiness (of the) Treasure it enshrines.

My gratitude (is) deepened (by the) miraculous recovery (of) its gifted architect,
Sutherland Maxwell, (whose) illness (was) pronounced hopeless (by) physicians. (I)
acknowledge (the) valuable service rendered (by) Ugo Giachery, through (his) supervision
(of the) work (of) shipment (of) consignments (to) Haifa,

(The) hour (is) ripe (to) undertake (the) preliminaries (for the) crection (of the)
octagonal first unit (of the) superstructure, another milestone (in the) process set (in) motion
sixty years ago (by) Bah#’w’llah’s visit (to) Mount Carmel. This process which gathered
momentum through (the) transportation (of) His Holiness, (the) Bib’s remains (to the)
Holy Land after fifty years’ concealment, through (the) erection (of the) sanctuary (by)
‘Abdw’l-Bahi (in the) darkest years (of His) Ministry, through (the) entombment (of the)
remains by Him (on the) morrow (of His) forty year incarceration, through (the) com-
mencement (of the) construction (of the) arcade (on the) forticth anniversary (of the)
interment (of the) Holy Dust, through (the) termination (of the) parapet (on the) eve (of
the) Centenary (of the) Bab’s martyrdom, must be accelerated through (the) erection (of
the) dome, attaining consummation through (the) emergence (of the) institutions (of the)
world administrative center (of the) Iaith (in the) vicinity (of) its world spiritual Center,
signalizing (the) sailing (of the) Divine Ark (on) God’s Mountain, prophesied (in the)
Tablet (of) Carmel.

(1) appeal (to) entire body (of) believers (to) seize (this) priccless opportunity (to)
stimulate (the) unfoldment (of) this process through generous, sustained contributions (for
the) furtherance (of an) enterprise transcending any national institution whether Hazira or
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, reared (in the) past or (in) process (of) construction. (The) hour
(is) propitious, particularly during (the) three year interval separating (the) Centennials
(of the) Bab’s martyrdom (and the) birth (of) Bah@’wllah’s Mission, coinciding (with the)
hundredth anniversary (of the) greatest holocaust (in the) history (of the) Faith, (to) repay
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part (of the) infinite debt (of) gratitude owed its martyrs, through hastening (the) conclu-
sion (of the) holiest enterprise since (the) dawn (of the) Revelation, interwoven (with the)
ministries (of ) Bab@’wllih, (and) ‘Abdwl-Bahd, linking (the) Heroic (and) Formative Ages
(of the) Baha’i Dispensation, cementing (the) ties binding «(the) communities (of the) East
(and) West (with the) World Center (of the) Faith (and) shedding imperishable lustre
(on the) first (and) sccond centuries (of the) Bahd’i Era, which posterity will hail (as the)
most befitting tribute (to the) One Who made (the) most precious sacrifice (for the) sake
(of the) most sublime Faith (in) mankind’s spiritual history.
(signed) Suocur

Haifa, Isracl

Tuly 7, 1950

The following cable was sent to the Guardian on July 8 in acknowledgment of his
message: “National Assembly inspired, thrilled (by) your announcement and description (of)
historic completion first stage construction (of) Holy Shrine (of the) Bab. Overjoyed,
grateful (for} opportunity (given) all believers (to) contribute to further work on Bab’s
Shrine. Sharing your cable all National Assemblies as you-instructed. Setting up Fund
for Bal’s Shrine with initial contribution (of) one thousand dollars from National Fund.
Devoted love.”

The friends are informed that contributions which they wish to make for the Shrine of
the Bib should be sent to the National Bah#’f Fund and earmarked for the Shrine of the Bab.

NarioNaL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
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COPY FROM THE

"BAHA'I QUARTERLY® - Published by the NSA of the Baha'is of
Australia and Rew Zealand ~ page 7, No. 29, Oct. 1943.

LETTERS TO AND FROM THE GUARDIAN

~ In 1937 the practice of individual Baha'is writing

to the Guardian and the confusion resulting therefrom made it necessary for the whole
subject to be placed before the believers for their sympathetic consideration., A

full statement, which we are glad to report was understood and observed by many of the
friends, was published in Baha'i Quarterly No. 5, dated October 1937. This deals
chiefly with why and when individuals should or may avail themselves of the privilege
of writing personal letters to the Guardian. Space can not be spared to quote the letter,
but for the benefit of new members who may not possess Quarterly No. 5, we would ask
Assemblies to arrange for it to be brought to the notise of the friends at a nineteen
day feast, togethsr with this letter, which deals with another aspect of the same sub-
ject. The difficulty , which amounts to nothing short of a problem, secems to hinge on
inability to grasp the plain fact that the Guardian's answers to personal letters are
messages to them as individual Baha’is and carry no euthority for regarding them as
instructions to any other person, group or community.. In "Baha'i Procedure” 2nd edi-
tion 1942, page 12, is the statement "whenever he (the Guardian) has something of im-
portance to say, he invariably commmicates it to the National Spiritual Assembly or in
hie general letters. His personsl letters to individual {riénds are only for their
personal benefit."

However; owing to frequent apparent failure to understand this instruction, the
misconceptions arising became too serious to ignors, and the N.S,A, decided to refer
the metter direct to the Guardian, bn order to be mble to place before the Australian
and New Zealand friends his own answer to them. In his reply the Guardian, through
his secretary, states; "Concerning individual Baha'is letters to the Guardian and his
replies, the friends are free to write to the Guardian when they feel the urge to do so.
However, for the belisvers to suppose that the Guardian's lstters to them, however full
of loving encouragement they may be, give them any special power or authority to po
against or ignore the wishes of their local or national assembly, is to grossly mis-
interpret their true meaning. The Guardian has been at great pains to build up the
Administrative Order, and teach the friends how to use it. How could he possibly himself
act in such e way as to ignore or belittle the functions of thése bodies? He often
encourages believera to work, to teach, to puraue some plan they propose in their
letters to him, but this does not mean a veto of the assembly’s rights, or that the
individuel thus becomes free to ignore its authority, He trusts this will make the
matter quite clear to the friends.*

We have t® thank the Guardian for this expliclt direction which admits of no
ambiguity, and which, it is hoped, will put an end to any further misconceptions as
to the relationship of believers to the Guardian and to their Assemblies.

The N.S.,A. feels that if sll believers, in future, would confer with their
assemblies ahout their plans and ideas for the furtherance of our beloved Falth,
seeking their advice, cooperation and approval first, they could then write to the
Guardian, if they so desired, with a gled spirit, ir full assurance of his surport
and prayers for the success of their efforts., Such a~tion would tend to minimise misunder-
standinge and help to make the unity we profess with our lips a living reality in our
lives. Let no one be deterred by false modesty from offering service of any kind, and,
on the other hand, let no servant of Baha'u'llah be 'puffed up with his own conceit!,
endeavoring to go his or her own way regardless of the guidance and support of the
assembly, It must, moreover be remembered, that the N.S.A. 1s the aprointed and muthor-
ised body responsible for and having jurisdiction over all Baha'iyf activities in Australi:
and New Zealand. Should any Assembly, committee or individual fail to recognlise this
urisdiction the ¥,S.A. cannot evade ibs responsibility but must under such circumstancee,
thich God forbid) assert its authority and resquire co-operative action on the part of th
defaulter,
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The sympathetic understanding, the loving encouragement so generously
bestowed by the Guardian on all workers for and supporters of the Faith we share with
him, reinforced by the prayers and supplications he unfailingly offers on our behalf,
should inspire us all to purify our motives, renew our zeal, and dedicate ourselves
afresh to the tasks confronting us in these dark days. At no time in humenity's
collective history has the prospect been so gloomy, the devastation so widespread and the
need for the truths we uncompromisingly stand for been so insistent., The great issues
confronting us are more than sufficient to occupuy all our energies at this time, Let
us not dissipate them nor minimise our efforts by any attitude which would tend to
hinder unified action on the part of every Baha'i. While our numbers sre 8o few and the
work we are able to accomplish so inadequate, we must at all costs adhers to the prin-
ciples which are the root and basis of the Administrative Oder Shoghi Effendi has so
painstakingly and so clearly set out for our guiZance,

Na tional Spirituel Assembly
(of Australia and New Zesland)
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COFY PROM THE

'BAHA'I UARTERLY" - Published by the NSA of the Baha'is of .
< Austniin nnd Nev Zashud - - page 7, No. 29, Oct. 1943,

LETTER3 TO AND PROM_THE GUARDIAN

*In 19}7 the practice of individual Baha'is writing

to the Guardian and the confusion resulting thérefrom made it necessary for the whole
subject to be placed before the believers for their sympathetic consideration, A

full statement, which we are glad to report was understood and observed by many . of the
friende, was published in Baha'i ‘Quarterly No. 5, dated October 1937. This deala ;
chiefly with'why and when individuals should or may avail themselves of the privilege

“'of writing personal letters to the Guardian. Space can not be spared to quote the" letter,

but for the benefit of new members who may not possess Quarterly No. 5, we would auk
Assemblies to arrange for it to be brought to the notiwe of the friends &t a nineteen
day feast, together with this letter, which deals with another aspect of the same sub-
ject. The difficulty , which amounts to nothing short of a problem, secems to hinge on
inability to grasp the plain fact that the Guardian's answers to personal letters are
messages to them as individual Baha'is and carry no authority for regarding them as
instructions to any other person, group or community.. In "Baha'i Procedure" 2nd edi-
tion 1942, page 12, is the statement "Whenever he (the Guardian) has something of im-
portance to say, he invariably communicates it to the National Spiritual Assembly or in
his general letters. His personal lettere to individual friénds are only for their
personal benefit."

However, owing to frequent apparent failure to understand this instruction, the
misconceptions arising became too serious to ignore, and the N,S.A., decided to refer
the matter direct to the Guardian, bn order to be able to place before the Australian
and New Zealand friends his own answer to them. In his reply the Guardian, through
his secretary, states; “Concerning individual Baha'is letters to the Guardian and his
replies, the friends are free to write to the Guardian when they feel the urge teo do so.
However, for the believers to suppose that the Guardian's letters to them, however full
of loving encouragement they may bs, give them any special power or authority to-go
against or ignore the wishes of their local or national assembly, is to grosely mie-
interpret their true meaning., The Guardian has been at great pains to build up the
Administrative Order, and teach the friends how to use it. How could he possibly himself
act in such a way as to ignore or belittle the functions of thése bodies? He often
encourages believers to work, to teach, to pursue some plan they propose in their
letters to him, but this does not mean a veto of the assembly's rights, or that the
individual thus becomes free to ignore its authority., He trusts this will make the
matter quite clear to the friends,”

We have to thank the Guardien for this explicit direction which admits of no
ambiguity, and which, it is hoped, will put an end to any further misconceptions as
to the relationship of believers tb the Guardian and to their Assemblies.

The N.8,A. feels that if all believers, in future, would confer with their
sssemblies ahout their plans and ideas for the furtherance of our beloved Falth,
eeeking their advice, cooperation and approval first, they could then write to the
Guerdian, if they so desired, with a glad spirit, in full assurance of his support’
and prayers for the success of their efforts. Such action would tend to minimise misunder-
standings and help to make the unity we profess with our lips a living reality in our
lives. Let no one be deterred by false modesty from offering service of any kind, and,
on the other hand, let no servant of Baha'u'llah be 'puffed up with his own conceit’,
endeavoring to go his or her own way regardless of the guidance and support of the
assembly. It must, moreover be remembered, that the N.S.A. ie the appointed end muthor-
ised body responsible for and having jurisdiction over all Baha'if activities in Australie
and New Zealand. Should any Assembly, committee or individual fail to recognise this
jurisdiction the N,8,A. cannot evade ibs responsibility but must under such circumstances,
(which God forbid) assert its authority and require co-operative action on the part of the

defaulter. B¢ =+ bD_J “
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The eympathetic understanding, the loving encouragement so generously
bestowed by the Glardian on all workers for and supporters of the Faith we share with
him, reinforced by the prayers and supplicationes he unfailingly offers on our behalf,
should inspire us all to purify our motives, renew our zeal, and dedicate ourselves
afresh.to the tasks confronting us in these dark days. At no time in humanity's
collective history has the prospect been so gloomy, the devastation so widespread and the
need for the truths we uncompromisingly stend for been so insistent. The great issues
confronting us are more than sufficient to occupuy all our energies at this time. Let
us not dissipate them nor minimiese our efforts by any attitude which would tend to
hinder unified action on ths.part of every Baha'i, While our numbers are so few and tha
work we are able to accomplish so inadequate, we must at all costs adhere to the prin-
ciples which are the root and basis of the Administrative g:aer Shoghi Effendi has so
painstakingly and .so clearly set out for our guidance.

Na tional Spiritual Assembly
(of Austrelia and New Zealand)
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Excerpt from a letter from Shoghi Effendi, to Seymour Weinberg
(S. Weinberg's statement appeared in the Nov. 1944 World
Order Magazine - in the section *With Our Readers,)

" The world which lies ahead of us after this war is going to be
in e terrible condition, and if the believers are going to accomplish
their duty and present the Divine solution to mankind, they must prepare
themselves for the great tasks that lie ahead. This particularly app-
lies to Baha'i Youth, Young men and women in the Faith must be deep and
thoughtful scholars of its teachings, so that they can teach in a way
that will convinge people that all the problems facing them have a remedy.
They must grasp the Administration so that they can wisely and efficient-
ly edminister the ever-growing affaire of the Cause; and they must exem-
plify the Baha'i way of living. All this is not easy... but the Guardian
is always encouraged to see the spirit animating such young believers as
yourself. He has high hopes of what your generation will accomplish, lasy

ok, Moy s
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Ret foidost:

COPY of TABLET sddressed to SHOGHI RABBANI, October 1921
. in reply to & Report about the Manchester Friends,

In the Name of God!

QO 8incere Servant of the Bleesed Beauty!

Your deteiled letter has becn recoivel, and hes been the
cause of the utmost Joy and gledness. Praise be to Godl The
lovedi ones are 81l natir and active, but prudence is necessary, !
You have rent the veil too widely asunder, BExplaln to the loved:
ones that the rending of the veil to such an extent will be the [
cause of grest agitation, and the harm thersof will reaeh to the
Holy Land. Great caution {8 necessary. Diecourses in churchee
and great public gatherings are in no wide permitted as in this
Place enemies, within end without, sre 1ying ia #ait sad are ben
on aghression. Prudence requires that aotivity should, for the
present, be oconcealed, and carried on with the utwost moderatio.
Convey to the loved ones, one and all, on my behalf, the greatesy.
longing, love and kindness. Give a spiritusl messsge from me to|}j
ir, Healds and ssy uato him: “2eruse the Gospel, bow His Holine|]
Christ - may my 1ife me a sacrifice to Him - saye, 'CoNcesl it,
that the pharisees mzy bot be informed thereof,® Now the same
ocondition prevails.” AN

This matter is of the gremtest importesnce. On no account le
them contribute articles to the mewspapers, snd 8o long as they
are not aure of any soul, let them breathe no word to him, ‘
Consider how the Freemasons have for two hundréd yeare sarriéd |
on their work, and unto this day they have not openly deslared }
it to any soul, Not until they find & hearing ear will they - %t
8peak, The loved onea too must prossed with the greatest prndanc'f
leat serious difficulties be createu. If any one should trava‘.*
to the Holy Land, he must on no account deklsre to anyone by the &
way t:ial his purpowe is to visit us, The lovod ones must, 1B %-
tha presence of strangers, spesk forth siuply the THACHINGS of thh
Blessed Beauty and mention no word of their B_LIEF ooncerning Ki’,-'
should anyone enquire, “thet is your belief regarding the Blessed]
Beauty?” Let them answer: "ie regard Him as the foremost teacher e
educator of these later sges und abdul Baha &5 the Centre of Higa
¢dvenant, " e

2
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Copy.

On envelope: Mrs Helen Robinson, 1039 N. Warren St., Helena, Montanas
Re-addressed to Las Vegas, Nevada, c/o Western Union.

"August 18th, 1941.

"Dear BahA'i Sister:

"The Guardian has instructed me to answer your letter
to him of March 24, which Just arrived.

"Regarding your question concerning Joseph Smith and the
'Book of Mormon'; as the BahA'i Teachings quite clearly outline the
succession of Prophets from the days of Christ as being Muhammad, the
BAb, and finally Bahd'u'llah, it is obvious that Joseph Smith is not
a Manifestation of God.

"The Bahd'is should deal with the members of all religions
sects, however, with the greatest tolerance and friendliness, and try
to point out to them the significance of the Revelation of Baha'*u'llah
to the world in this great Day. The Guardian would advise you to teach
the Mormons, like everyone else, the Faith, when you find them recep-
tive. They have many good principles, and their teachings regarding
chastity, not drinking or smoking, etc. are quite similar to ours,
and should form a point of common interest.

‘"Assuring you of the Guardian's prayers for your work in
the Cause, and with loving Baha'i greetings,

"Yours in His service,
(eigned) "R. Rabbani*
"May (RN the Almighty bless you richly in the efforts
| you are so devotedly & steadfastly exerting for a better understanding
k of the Faith, & a more effective promotion of its i_nterests
"Your true brother,

(signed) “Shoghin

o0y, W-F-H. DN THe Tnis

I
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Halfas, May, I7-- 1929

My Dear Bahal Brother,

I am directed by the Guardien to thank you for your letter, and to
express his pleasure over the fact that you have been able to attend the
convention in Chicago. He sineerely hopes that this years convention will
carry us all a great step forward and that it will ereate in the hearts
of all the friends a new spirit of the vitality, immemsity and importance
of the Message of Beha'u'llsh,

Shoghl EBffendi was much mtere_at.e& in your dream, whieh shows remark-
able spiritual insight, He was very glad to learn that your dear son was
well agein and that ;ur friend Hr, Hateh was able to go with you to Chieag

He wishes you piease to assure your wife and her mother of his prayer
and good wishes, with a good big share to yourself,

!

Sincerely in His service.
& Sohil Afnen,

- H
With the assurance of my best wishes for yourself and?&
‘ prayers in your behalf,
Your True brother.
i

Shoghl.

@yjé% :S)'f 3
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Copy of letter received from Shoghi Effendl, dated Haifs, July 7, 1944, by Annie 8.

Romer, and transcribed by her in Halifax, N. 5., August 28, 1944, NOTE: The letter
referred to (dated May 30) was written at the request of several people gathered at

Margery McCormick's, in Winnetka, at the time of the Centenary, and is in no sense a
personal matter. .

Haifa, July 7, 1944.
Dear Baha'i Sister:

Your lstter dated May 30th has been received, and the Guardian has instructed me to
answer it on his behalf,

He was very bappy to hear from you, and takes this opportunity to assure you that
he has deeply appreciated your teaching work, se faithfully and tirelessly carried
on during these last years of the Seven Iear Flan,

Regerding your question about the need for a greater unmity amont the friends, there
is no doubt that this is so, and the Guardian feels that one of the chief instru-
ments for promoting it is to teach the Baha'is themselves h&hu and through
precepts, that love of God, and consequently of man, is the essential foundation of
every religion, our ewn included, A greater degres of love will produce a greater
unity, because it enables people to bear with each other, to be patient and
forgiving, You may be sure that he will remember you in his prayers in the Holy
Shrines, and he hopes that your valusble services to the Faith will be spread over an
even wider range during these crucial yeers of buman need that must mark the opening
of our second Baha'i Century.

With Baha'y Love,
(81gned) R. Babbani,
In the Guardian's hands
May the Almighty bless your constant and valued efforts, guide every step you take
in the path of service, fulfil every desire you cherish for the promotion of His

Faith, and enable you to prodiaim its verities far and wide. Your true and grateful
brother - Shoghi.

Re# Gl A




Copy of a letter written to the Guardian May 30,
people at Margery McCormick's, Winnetka, Ill,

Beloved Guardian:

1944, at a request of several

Now that the voices chanting the words of God beneath the dome of the House of

Worship have ceased, at least apparently, although doubtless they are resounding
through the universe, we acknowledge our gratitude to Baha'u'llah for giving

us this great blessing., We saw, clearly and umi,
overcoming obstacles and sweeping along in spite
shortcomings, X

stakably, the power of the Faith
of our human freilties and

It is with sincere desire .to be more helpful, constructive and successful in
the work during the opening year of the mecond century that we venture to refer to

a thought which has besn paramount in the minds o.
significant days,.

This thought is that the greatest need at the pre

f several of us during these

aent moment, and the most

necessary atiritute, seems to be to attain the power on the part of teachers to
create and aaintain unity in the very diverse groups constituting many of the

spiritual assemblies. It has been noted that a f

ew outctanding teachers have

been of such large spirit.that they were able to Quietly draw from the friends
their higher reactions and recall them to both thmeelves and the teachings.

While deeply consciocus that our Faith abounds in

detailed Teachings for deepening

our inner lives and becoming channels for the Holy 8pirit— and realising also that th
work is the work of that Holy &pirit and not our rork} yet we would like to ask
humbly if there is any suggestion or technique, to be learned in order to bring

about the result in our groups, or is this capaci

ty to be attained through our own

spiritual development to the point whers we become channels for that universal
spirit, Anything you could find time to give us on this all-important point and

universal need would be most gratefully received.

The great task which lies

ahead of us is just this - to attain the true unity which, as 'Abdu'l Bahs said -

®Attracts the confirmations.®

With gratitude for all the power and strength and guidance which you have so
generously bestéwed upon us all, and with sincers love to Ruhiyyih Khamua and the
prayer that all of us may arise now at the beginning of a very fateful hour in
history to give to our beloved Faith a selfless and effective service and devotion,

which will carry it forward swiftly and securely
' Huably and devotedly, -

during the months ahead, I am,

and with sincere appreciation,

Faithfully yours

»

Be# LIE—
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Thé beloved of the Lord and the hand-maids of the Merciful
throughout the Continent of Americas

Dear friendst

I return to the Holy Land with an overpowering sense of
the gravity of the spiritual state of the Cause in the world.
¥uch as I deplore the disturbing effect of my foroed and re-
peated withdrwwals from the Field of Service, I can unhesita-
tingly assure you that my lagt and momentous step was teken
with extreme reluctence and only after mature and anxious
reflection as to the best way to safeguard the interests of
a precious Cause.

¥y prolonged absence, my utter inaction should not how-
ever be solely attributed to certain external manifestations
of inharmony, of discontent and disloyalty=--however paralys-
ing their effect has been upon the continuance of my work--
but also to my own unworthiness end to my imperfections end
frailties., -

I venture to request you to join me un yot another prayer,
this time more ardent and universal than vefore, supplicating
with one voice the gracious Master to overlook our weaknesses
and failings, to make us wobthier.and braver children of iis own.

Humanity, through suffering and turmoil, is swiftly moving
on towards itz destiny; 1f we be loiterers, if we fail to play
our part surely others will be celled upon to take up our task
as ministers to the crying needs of this afflicted world.

Not by the force of numbers, not by the mere exposition
of a set of new and noble principles, not by an organiged cam-
peign of teaching-- no matter how world-wide and elaborate
in its character -- not even by the staunchness of our faith
or the exaltation of our enthusissm, ¢an we ultimately hope
to vindicate in the eyes of a eritical and sceptical age the
supreme cleim of the Abha Revelation. One thing and only one
thing will unfailingly and alone secure the undoubted triumph
of this sacred Causs, pamely the extent to which our own inner
jife and private character mirror forth in their manifold
aspects the splendor of those eternal principles proclaimed
by Baha'u'llah,

Looking back upon those sullen days of my retirement,
bitter with feelings of anxiety and gloom, I oan recall with
appreciation and gratitude those unmistakeable evidences of
your affection and steadfast real which I have received from
time to time, snd which have served to relieve in no smell
measure the burden that weighed so heavily upon my heart.

. T Bt b IAA



Shoghi Effendi's letter, page 2.

I can well imagine the degree of uneasiness, nay of afflic-
tion, that must have agitated the mind and soul of every loving
and loyesl servant of the Beloved during these long months of
suspense and distressing silence. But I assure you such re=-
markable solicitude as you have shown for the protection of
His Cause, such tenacity of faith and unceasing activity as
you have displayed for its ?romotion cannot but in the end be
abundantly rewarded by Abdu'l-Baha, who from His station above

i ;s ?‘th;m sure witness of all that you have endured and suffered
; or Him,

And now'as ‘I lodk irtc the futire, I hope to see the friends
. at all times, in every land, and of every shade of thought and

‘ character, voluntarily and Joyously rallying round their local

’ and in particular their national centres of activity, upholding
and promoting their interests with complete unanimity and cone
tentment, with perfect understanding, genuine enthusiasm, snd
sustained vigour, This indeed is the ine joy and yearning of
my 1ife, for it is the fountain-head from which all’ future
bleasings will flow, the broad foundation upon which the security
of the Divine Edifice must ultimately rest. May we not hope
that now at last the dawn of a brighter day is breaking upon

Gl our beloved Cause? 2

(signed) SHOGHI.
Haifa, September 24, 1924,

bl This letter was received by the National
spiritual Agsembly at 169 Christopher St.,
New York City, on October 9th., and pub-
1ished for the Baha'is of the United States
and Canada.’

hy
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965 Bchumacher Drive,
Los Angeles, 36, Calif,
Octaber 11, 1944

Mr. ¥illard P. Hatch, Secretary,

Beha'i Spiritual Aseembly of Los ingeles,
4367 West &th Street,

Los Angeles, 5, California.

Doar Mr. Hatch:

A few days ago Mrs. French received the first reports of
the Centenary Conventicns and colebrations from England and from India
and Burms. A 1little earlier our Commitiee received the news of the
Jentenary in Australis, New Zeelsnd and Tasmania.

As I was studying these reports 1t seemed to me that many
of the friends would find thez equally inepiring, and would perhaps
enjoy them even more now, while wa are all still so upliftsd by our own
recent celebrations, than to wait umtil Volume X is published,

1 asked Mrs. Prench 1f thers could be eny instruction of
which I was not sware, that would make it inadvisable to share some of
these things with the friends at the Fesst. Quite the sontrary, Nrs,
French believed to be the Ouardian’s wish - since he is eager for the
friends to know more of each other's woric,

1f the Assembly feels that the friends would be interssted
in a brief picture of thess othor Bahe'i commmities, I should llke
4o try to tell them a little of the plonser work and the celebrations
that have been carried cut in these sections of our world-wide Faith,
at the coming Feast of Knowledge,

¥ill you let me know whether or not this suzgestion
meets with the arproval of the Assemdbly?

7ith cordial Baha'i greetings toc you and the other members
of the Assembly.

Sincersly yours,

W - 9_»1\(\4 S
o8
N

GetF b3




Copy of letter received from Shoghi Effendi, dated Haifa, July 7, 1944, by Anmnie S.

Romer, and transcribed by her in Halifax, N. S., August 28, 1944. NOTE: The letter
referred to (dated May 30) was written at the request of several people gathered et

ilargery McCormick's, in Winnetka, at the time of the Centenary, and is in no sense &
personal matter.

Heifa, July 7, 1944.
Dear Baha'i Sister:

Your letter dated May 30th has been received, and the Guardian has instructed me to
answer it on his behalf.

He was very happy to hear from you, and takes this opportunity to assure you that
he bas deeply appreciated your teaching work, so faithfully and tirelessly carried
on Guring these last years of the Seven Year Plan.

Regarding your question about the need for a greater unity amont the friends, there
is no doubt that this is so, and the Guardian feels that one of the chief instru-
ments for promoting it is to teach the Bahe'is themselves in classes and through
precepts, that love of God, and consequently of man, is the essential foundation of
every religion, our own included. 4 greater degree of love will produce a greater
unity, because it enables people to bear with each other, to be patient and
forgiving. You may be sure that he will rememter you in his prayers in the Holy
Shrines, and he hopes that your valuatle services to the Faith will be spread:over an
even wider range during these crucial years of human need that must mark the opening
of our second Baha'i Century.

With Beha'i Love,
(Signed) R. Rabbani.
In the Cuardian's hand:
May the Almighty bless your constant and valued efforts, guice every step you take
in the path of service, fulfil every desire you cherish for the promotion of His

Faith, and enable you to proclaim its verities fer and wide. Your true and grateful
brother - Shoghi.



Copy of a letter written to the Guardian May 30, 1944, at a request of several
people at Margery McCormick's, Winnetka, I1l.

Beloved Guardian:

Now that the voices chanting the words of God beneath the dome of the House of
Vorship have ceased, at least apparently, although doubtless they are resounding
through the universe, we acknovledse our gratitude to baha'u'llah for giving

us this great blessing. Ve saw, clearly &nd unmistakatly, the power of the Faith
overcoming obstacles and sweeping elong in spite of our human freilties and
shortcomings.

It ie with sincere desire to be more helpful, constructive and successful in

the work during the opening year of the second century that we venture to refer to
& thought which has teen paramount in the minds of severael of us during these
significant days.

This thought is that the greatest need et the present moment, and the most
necessary attribute, seems to be to attein the power on the pert of teschers to |
create and maintein unity in the very diverse groups constituting msny of the
spiritual assemblies. It has been noted that a few outstanding teachers have
been of such large spirit that they were able to quietly drew from the friends
their higher reactions and recall them to both thmselves and the teachings.

¥hile deeply conscious that our Faith abounds in detailed Teachirgs for deepening

our inner lives and becoming chznnels for the Holy Spirit— and realizing also that tr
work is the work of ithat Holy ©pirit and not our workj; yet we would like to ask
humtly if there is any suggestion or technique, to be learned in order to bring

about the result in our groups, or is this capacity to be attained through our own
spiritual development to the point where we become channels for that universal
spirit. Anything you could find time to give us on this sll-important point and
universal need would be most gratefully received. The great task which lies

ahead of us is just this - to attain the true unity which, as 'Abdu'l Baha said -
"Attracts the confiruations."

¥ith gratitude for all the pover and strength and guidance which you have so
generously bestowed upon us all, end with sincere love to Ruhiyyih Khamum and the
prayer that all of us mey arise now &t the beginning of & very fateful hour in
history to give to our beloved Faith a selfless and effective service ané devotion,
which will carry it forward swiftly and securely during the months ahead, I am,

Humbly and devotedly,
and with sincere epprecistion,

Feithfully yours,

BoH LI BT



SPIXITUAL ASSRMALY OF THE BAMA'IS
F THE UNITED BYATES AND SANADA

536 SheridarBosd, Wilnette, Illinois.
April 9, 1967

Mrs Jegma Horvers, Beeretery,
Seuthern Osl ifornis Regioml Tesohing Cemmittes
5872 Terpleton Street, '

Les Angeles,. 52, California,

Dear Mrs. Berberts

This will asknowledge receipt of your letter of April 3, relative te the request
of the Samta Sarbers frieads for infermetion abowt the use and meanigg of the terms
*Allah-u'-Abha, #nd *Ye-Baha'ul-Abha %

We are asking the Gusrdien's permisaien %o publish in Bahati News a lotter he wrote
explaining the use of ®al1lsh'u'Abhe,” It 18 not used st the @d of preyers ard the
Gusrdisn dees not advise its use in public here in the West, *Ya-Beha fu’l-Abha”
wmesns the seme thing, but is the form of Orestest Name used in the cbligatory-
prayer, It is not like un “Anen.” 5 .

The "Allah-u-Abhs® form is the one used as & gresting in the Orient,
¥eithfully yours,

Hersoe Holley,
Bggretsrye

Be w 615




copy: of letter received fram the Guardian, January 11th, 19850

Mrs, Barbara Dean Davenport
December 20, 1949
Haifa,

Dear Bahat'i Sister:

“Your welcame letter of November 20, has been received
and dur beloved Quardian has instructed me to answer you on his behalf,

# Ee is delighted to have you and your msband out there
in Japan, and will pray that the way may open for you to remain there for
sore time to come. You oan be of great assistance to the friends there ar
of support to dear Robert Imagire who has accomplished so puch already.

By all means, 1f there is any danger of your being
relieved in the near future of your tour of duty, try to get into scme
other work and resain ocut there., The Guardian is very anxious that
should do so, &s your pressnce oan be of the greatest help to the Faith
thers. He hopes that Agnes Alexander can soon arrange to join you,

Regarding your question: The title 'Hidden Words' was
given by Baha'utllah because there iz a tradition in Islam, that Fatimih,
¥ubammads dsughter grieved greatly over the mtﬁdom of her son, and God
sent Gatriel to speak encouraging words to her, These words were ‘'hidden'
only she having heard them, and in these latter days the Promised One has
recalled them, thus fulfilling a tradition.

With warmest greetings from the guardian to all the
Pa8e
He urges you to encourage the friends to observe

our Baha'i laws and ordinances deepen themselves in the administration,
and realize they are followers of a Falth ~ not a mere movement.

Baha'is thers,

Yours in the Falth.
R.Rabbani,
in the Guardians' own handwriting:

May the Almighty bless and gulde you in your meritorious activities,
enable you to extend their range, and render memorable services
to His Falth and 1ts institutions,

your true brother

(signed) 8hoghi

pe = ble



HATFA
Ccctober 25, 1923

Dear Baha'i Sister: .
The Guardian wishes me to acknowledge on his behalf the receipt

of your welcome letter dated Sent. 9, 1933, as well as the enclosed
circular letter you have snecially written for distribution among the
believers. He hopes that the National Swniritual Assembly will an-
prove of its ecirculation among the friends and will thereby give you
opportunity of impressing them with the pmmamount importance of the
racial problem in the States.

Your letter will, undoubdedly, touch every thoushtful and sincere

reader, as it is not only convineing and powerful, but full of in-

spiration, of hope and encouragement. <The Friends must realize that
unon the complete abolition of racial nrejudice, if not in the entire

x\ American Continent, at least among thenselves, must depend the success

-

of their efforts for the spread of the Message. Without total unity
of consciousness, they can never be ahle to attain the goal which the

Master and our beloved Guardian have so emphatically and so rereatedly

summoned them to attain. May your letter awaken them to their manifold
obligations and resnonsibilities to the Cause, and mey it serve to
create among them that unity of purpose and of means so essential to
the safe and speedy development of the Faith.

With the assurance of his best wishes and of his fervent prayers
on your behalf and on behalf of Mr. Oglesby.

Yours in His Service,
H. fabbani

May the Beloved assistyou in your efforts to extend
the scope of your activities and enable you to attain
your heart's desire in yoyr devoted and nersistent
services to the Abha Threshold,

Your true trother
hoghi

Bett (17




LETTER FROM THE GUARDIAN TO ADREENNE ELLIS AND EVA PLAGK
Haifa, March 17th, 1943

Dear Baha'i Priends:

Your most welcome letters, one dated NKov, 17th from Adrhemne
Ellis and ths other Nov, 13th, from Eva Flack, arrived safely, as well as the
photos, As you are working togebher as sisters and obviously so close to each
other, I am writing you one answer.

He was very pleased indeed to read, some time ago, in the
minutes of the National Teaching Oommittee, which he receives, the report of
your determination to arise and teach the Faith in piomeer fields in the South,
Since then he has heard from other sources of your visits in various centers,
and he greatly values both the work you are doing and the spirit in which you
have undertaken it.

G All onr the world the forces of prcjud!.u are kindled, as
if they vould burn thetr‘dbrightest in defiance of the new order of onsness of
mankind which Baha'u'llsh has brought, The Baha'is face a tremendous task but
a task in which they know they will be victorious, They must demonstzate among
themselves that they have done away with all sense of the false bdrriers which
hitherto have kept men mpart; then others will believe them and look to them
for guidance. This reqtires true dedication and effort on the part of both the
colored and white belisvers. They each have much to learn nm! much to overcome,
as you both so dearly (clearly?) realize.

T ' He was delighted to hear that a Spiritusl Assembly will be
fomd in- Yorth Oarolina this spring, and he hopes all the friends will exert®.
the!.r utzost to make 1t a nucleus of love, ‘harmony and true Bahl'i conduot,

The Cause is so mush greater than those oanpriiing it, Yo
must all learn to help each other to become ever more perfected Baha'is in both
doad and Wasl, He hopes you both will greatly contribute to the 1ife and activi-
ties of this new snd {mportent commmity, and do all in your power to create
an atmosphere of love and faith amongst the believers,

The Negro Baha'is have much to contribute to the Cause, They
are a deeply spiritual people with a great capscity for faith, and possess both
patience and loyalty. He is very happy to see the way they are increasingly
assuming thedr share of Baha'i responsibility and rising to dedicate themselves
to the Oause of God in this day,.

You may be sure he will often remember you both in his prayers

at the Holy Shrine, and supplioate for you rich blessings in your new and noble
service to the Faith, He will also pray for your relatives to he blessed and

guided in every way.
With warm Baha'i love,

R, Rabbani,
(Pootnote 1n the hand-writing of our Beloved Guardian)

Dear and nlund Co-workeras
Ao Gl P I am deeply impressed by ths spirit which you have manie
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page 2
fosted and the devotion that has impelled you to leave your homes and dedicate
yaurgl, Lves to the service of our Beloved Faith, You vill, I feel sure, be abun-
dantSy blessed and rewarded by our beloved Master who watches over you and is
well pleased with the work you are achieving, Persevere in your noble task and
pest assured and be happy,

Your true end grateful brother,

wfatotototototototot bttt b

FIRST LETTER RECEIVED FROM RURIYYIH KHANUM

24-2-43, Eaifa,
My dear Baha'i Sisters:

I have wanted to write to you both ever since I read of your
intention of going to North Oarolina to pioneer in the teaching work therb, It seemed
to me so plucky of you to go whers racial conditions are harder on you tham in Cal-
ifornia,

You can imagine, though, how happy I always feel when I hear
of the Negro friends arising to serve their Faith, besause Baha'u'llah belongs to
those who serve Him - whoever rises in His Name, He belongs to, and likewise whoever
turns away or oceases to serve Him,~at least in his heart,-loees Him,

1 always wanted to go South myself and teach - perhaps it is
just as well I did not as I am a firebrand where prejudice is concerned and might
have done more harm than good! It seemed to me, during my experiences in Washing=
ton and New Yori, as well as at home, that ultimately the only remedy for prejudice
is soelal association, I dont believe anything else will ever destroy the barriers
between races anywhere, Strangely enough one sees that here toos The Arabs and Jews
never mingle soclially, except when necessary, and so they do not become fond of
each other or really understand each other, Perhaps your gensration will find it
easier to do away with prejudice than the older one, as I have always found young
people everywhere today understand each other with very little effort. No doudbt the
onpcoming atmosphere (if one can put it that way) of world unity already has touched
us, conssiously or otherwise, and we find the step forward an easy one to take,

Forgive this rambling on the subject. But it is one that has
alwaye interested me more than any other and I do so wish I could be active in fur-
thering racial understanding, especially at home,

Let ua hope when this awful war is over you will ocome visit
Haifa; it would be lovely to meet you and I know we would have much to say to each
other.

With many loving thoughts and best wishes for your teaching
work,

Ruhdyyih,

e bI8B-
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HEaifa
June 19th
1943,

Dear Bsha'i sister,
The Guardian has instructed me to answor yous letter to him dated May 12th.

#Ho is dolighted to honr that your arducus snd noble work is at last finished,
end that you have boen oble to obtzin the approval of the Arerican Esperanto Ac-
edemy, This book will no doubt ba of great service to the Couge, providing as
1% docs such a uniguo rocord of horoisn eaé faita in & language vhich can reach
peopls in meny places vhore thae Englisa version wouid not be of use.

You must indesd feel proud and groveful over not only ycur{accomplisk'ment
of thie task, but tho wonderful woy God rasblosscd and assisted your work, The
Guardien is dolighted at tho successful completion of thie Yook,

Although the Guardian is always plessed to have the Wostern friends learn
Porsian, he fecls that you are so spocially fitted for work in Egperanto and with
Egporantists, that you chould not wasto your time in trying to acquire 2 knowl-
odge of Persian, The Esperantists awe, many of them, very close to the Faith
in spirit, and he would liko you to go on teaching and interesting thom in as many
ways a8 you can,

He will pray that your hoalth mey be protected and Baha'ullleh strensthon
you to render many mors velushble services to His Faith, He will also pray for
Mrs. Quinlon's conplete recovery.

With warnm Baha'i love,

R. Robbani.

hssuring you of my dcopfelt appreciation of your manifold services to our beloved
Faith, & of my special & fervent prayers for their extension & consolidations,

Your true znd grateful dbrother,

Shoghi.

Lo 619
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Toght's Diary Nov. 6-9th, 1920,

Waen Dr. Esselmont remarked that if the material language was knom too it
would have been preferable,the Haster said that the Arab sayat' She glanced
furtivelt from fear of her relatives and folks and 'while she did not speak
et an expression showed in her eyes. Then I XENMEEK was assured that her
{ook spake O dear friend of mine! . /
At present the Blessed Beauty has flung all doors open to the face of
His friends. He has bestowed upon them a sensation or\whicp?‘other souls are
deprived. At a time when everybody is hopéless and in the midat of despons
dency,theé friends are assured and glad. Every instance if a person is brou-
ght under a drawn sword,he will doubtless feel agitated and sad but the -
friends of God under a drawn sword are glad anl gratefules en cne of the WO
believers during the hour preceeding his martydom declared loudly that His
Holinesa Christ says that the body is grieving but the soul is gladd;but I
eay that the body 1s glad and the soul is gladdoned. The asked me later on
- T 0K ; K is P
how it was possible for this martyr to say that ' body is glad' wher Ghris
says that Hf.s is grieving. How can thls be explained? I told them to requer
its explanation from the missionaries who all in their turn acknowledged
their inablility.and failure to explain it. .

I said.cinsider! The body of His Holiness Christ had a right to be
grieving for such a big magnificent soul,Divine in its nature,such as that
of Christ was to be separated from such a mortal body. This globe should
grieve when such a resplendent light is taken away from it. '.’l'he soul of
Christ is undoubtedly different from a human soul. The martyr's body must be
glad and happy for 1t is freed by the parting of the soul,is detached from

~-. this human soul (body)s But the Divine gladness has gladdened and stirred
the body and soul of this martyr and the body having felt itg full effect
is gladdened and stirred by it. But on the other hand Christ's soul, being
purely Divine was to be separated from Mis earthly bod{ and great is the
difference that lies between a human and a Divine socul”. e
Shoghi*s Diary Nov. 28£30,1919, .
The Baored Cause is so powerful that in the path of GOD even degedration 1is
considered conducive Lo glory. Consider! Ia there any humiliation more abj=
eot than execution,pillage of property,captivity of women and children and
their dispersion in thé waterless wilderness of Karbala? Can any lower deg-
radation be concelved? Yet consider how at present this degradation has been
converted for the Prince of Martyrs-- may the life of the people of the world
be his sacrifice-- into imperishable glory; while Yazeed and Valeed who out-
wardly were of the Beloved ones and were occupying the throne of majesty yet
1 reality were subject to everlasting shame and dogradation. At present
every day milliona quench thelr thirst by the call of that Prince wio who ¢al-
ling fop water said:" I am thiraty”, the poor and the indigant are satisfied
by partaking of a most delectable food, orphans are cared for,the disabled
are supported but on the other hand the names of Yezeed and Valeed are exeor-
ated,vilified and their shame is ever inoreasing. It has therefore been made
evident and manifest that the friends of God are so dear and bsloved that
degedration awalts them and no change in their condition can be affected. %
all the people of the world Join hands and desirs to ‘vilify them they will sm-
uredly fail for outwardly the utmost humility consists in martyrdom but this
is the Gsuse of cverIa‘s‘Iy gloTy«It {r clear therefore that HI# Highness the
- True One has not created degredation for His friends and a thing that has not
bsen created by God, who can bring it to existence? £n brief depend ye upon
the infinite bounty of God and advance from day to day along the path of i1del
progress and zgizritual prerfections,merciful bounties and Divine Guidance.
oghiX
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(The) most great 8:5:20: envisaged
3. (the) Prophets from Isaiah to Bah4-
‘wllh, catastrophic in, violence, planetary
in range, (is) assailing, at long last, (the)
predominating nations (of the) Asiatic
and) - American conitinents. (The), lead-
ing Power, (of the) Western Hemisphere

abd'u'Tldh’s ringing call significantly
mmoned in His Most Holy Book, (the)
bject (of) ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s tender solici-
de (and) ardent prayers, (the) center
His hopes, (the) recipient (ofy His
romises (and the) ‘beneficiary (of) His
En_e:wu. (has been) suddenly though not
expectedly plunged ?.S the) crucible
f) .world conflagration.- Purged, tested,
y SEBnEm with its sorely-tried
ns (the) world over, (the)

ic ' (of the) New World,
viable parent of system heralding
World Order (of)- Bahd'u'll4h,
BE. assume: through- adversity its pre-
ponsibility (to),

_H.Fw Qnmn&ub.m Appeal

hich, . together. with sister republics, |

Fv. mcgi. once »E. n: E.on& soa—ntao.

" Bah#"i'lldh's priceless ﬂmen_»:o._. ‘Whether
*: , ‘teachers’ B. ‘administrators, individinals or ”

Assemblies, North ,(or) South, white (or)

" colored; v.c::ﬂ (or) old, (to). ‘refuse. at |

all costs" (to) “surrender " (their) ‘solemn
spiritual " responsibilities, refrai )
relaxing  (their) 'teaching efforts,” deter-
mine never (to) slacken (their)" sacred
task * (of) " building "~ (the) institutions

.. whose progress destiny (has) indissolubly

linked with (the) fortunes (of the) most
n_«mundE. most- challenging, most preg:
:E: vnn_am Aoo _—__Ew: _.ESQ

(Signed)’ SHOGHI RABBANI

Cablegram received December 13, 1941, o

Tssued by the !
‘National Spiritual Assembly -
of the Bah4'ls of the United States
. and Canada

(erom)
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Publication of Letters
From the Guardian

For a number of years the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly has pub-
lished in Bahd’i News only such ex-
cerpts from letters written by the
Guardian to individuals as the
Guardian has specifically permitted.
The NSA feels that the same prin-
ciple applies to the publication of
the Guardian’s letters to individuals
in local and regional news letters.

Wills Naming the NSA
As Beneficiary

Believers wishing to provide a be-
quest for Baha’i use will find a form
of beguest on page 21 of the re-
vised edition of Bahd’i Procedure.
The believers who draw up wills
naming the National Assembly as
beneficiary are requested to send a
copy to the National Office for the
records.

Braille Transeriptions
The Committee on Braille Tran-
scriptions has received five orders

_ and a number of interested inquiries

for the second edition of the Braille
“Baha'w’lldh and the New Era.”
Copies are being placed by friends
in Libraries of New Orleans, Hous-
ton, and Albuquerque.

For information about the Essle-
mont book and also the Igan, in
Braille, address Miss Ella Quant,
Chairman, 1089 Glenwood Blvd.,
Schenectady, N. Y.

‘Will the friends in the various Cen-
ters who have borrowed Braille
books from the Baha’i Braille Re-
serve Library in Cleveland, Ohio, for
blind contacts in their respective lo-
calities, ascertain as soon as pos-
sible whether these books are being
used by the blind? If no longer in
use, kindly return to Mrs. Mayme
Jackson, 9615 Shakespeare Parkway,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Some of these Braille books have
been out on loan for three years,
and our supply of available Braille
Baha'{ pamphlets and booklets is be-
ing depleted.

Eura C. Quant, Chairman

Temple Library and
Sales Committee
The friends are informed that a
new Temple card is now available,

Mathew Kaszab, Baha'i pioneer to Nicaragua, with some members of the group
he formed in Managua.

with the “reflection picture” of the
House of Worship on one side, and
the nine texts of Bahd’u’llih on the
other. Orders will be filled at the
rate of 100 for $0.75, postpaid. Ad-
dress orders to the Committee
through H. E. Walrath, Chairman,
4639 Beacon Street, Chicago.

Announcement is also made of a
new Temple picture, a printed re-
production of Carl Scheffler’s etch-
ing—type pen and ink drawing. The
illustration itself measures 10” by
10”, while the paper mounting meas-
ures 15%” by 14”. Suitable for fram-
ing, Price, postpaid, 25c. Order
through Mr., Walrath

In Memoriam

Death proffereth unto every confident
believer the cup that is life indeed. It
bestoweth joy, and is the bearer of glad-
ness. It confereth the gift of g

Enrollments and Transfers

Enrollment of new believers re-
ported by local Assemblies:—

Milwaukee, four. Boston, two.
Berkeley, two. Oakland, two. Port-
land, one. West Chester, one. To-
ronto, one. Evanston, one. San Die-
go, one. Wilmette, one. Flint, one.
Cleveland, one. Salt Lake City, one
youth. Binghamton, one. Vancouver,
one.

Enrollments by transfer reported
by local Assemblies:—

Toronto, one. Lima, one. Los An-
geles, one. Chicago, one youth.

Enrollment of isolated believers in
March—twenty-eight.

The Guardian’s Answers
to Questions
W‘lth the Guardums consent, the

life.—BAHA'U'LLAH

Miss Gwendolyn McReynolds, Colo-
rado Springs.

Mrs. Carrie McGriff, Lima.

Mrs. Muriel McComb, Glenwood
Landing, N. Y.

Mrs. Lillian McClellan, Cleveland.

Dot A2 A

made by him
to questions submitted by the late
Francis A. Kelsey are published for
the information of the friends.

1. Regarding the passage begin-
ning with the words ‘“Knowledge
consists of ‘twenty-seven letters

. this should not be interpreted

< »f\ B
: ;
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Barf’i News

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Port au Prince, Haiti, newly established April 21'2

1942, Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth
Co

mm

literally. It only indicates the rela-
jority of tl

‘Blackwell, pioneer teachers who developed this Bahi'i
nity, are both in the pictare.

8. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has given no ex-
i i the

500,000

tive greatness of he
new Revelation.

2. The fundamentals of all Divin-
ly-instituted religions cannot be rig-
jdly classified. No definite or ex-
haustive list of them can be set up,
as we have no means of ascertain-
ing that what we consider to be
those fundamentals are common to
all such religions.

3. The declaration of the Bab took
place on May 22nd after sunset, and
as the Baha’l day starts and ends
with sunset, the feast of the Decla-
ration is celebrated on May 23rd
and not the 22nd.

4. Regarding the date of the birth

Jesus Christ; ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s
statement on the subject should be
considered by the Bahd’is as the
standard, and as the basis of their
calculation.

5. There is disagreement among
Oriental scholars relative to the ex-
act date of the birth of Muhammad.
You should refer to authorities on
the subject such as Sale, whose
translation of the Qur’an has become
almost classical.

6. Baha'w’lidh was born at dawn.

7. The Bab was born before dawn.

T

years period of the Bah&'i cycle. In-
dividual believers are free to work
out for themselves the explanation
they desire, so long as they do not
impose their views on others.

9. Inherited characteristics of the
soul are not innate, while the inher-
ent ones are innate and not ac-
quired. The inherent characteristics
of the soul derive from man’s own
nature.

10. There is no authority for the
statement which is alleged to have
been said by ‘Abdu’l-Bahé to the ef-
fect that cancer is a spiritual dis-
ease. The saying is quite unauthori-
tative, and should not be circulated.

11. Jesus’ name has never been
confounded with that of Joshua. The
two have always been considered as
quite distinct.

12. Yes, the Guardian censiders
“astrology,” which is a pseudo-sci-
ence, as for the most part ‘‘non-
sensical,” as it is mostly made up
of superstititious beliefs and prac-
tices.

vided the members are considered
to be well-qualified for that post. It
is individual merit that counts. Nov-
elty, or the mere act of renewal of
i are purely dary con-
siderations. Changes in Assembly
m ip would be so
far as they do not prejudice the
quality of such membership. Once
Assembly elections are over, the re-
sults should be conscientiously and
unquestionably accepted by the en-
tire body of the believers, not neces-
sarily because they represent the
Voice of Truth or the Will of Baha-
"wllah, but for the supreme pufpose
of maintaining unity and harmony
in the Community. Besides, the ac-
ceptance of majority vote is the only
effective and practical way of set-
tling dead-locks in elections. No
other solution is indeed possible.

14. ‘Abdu’l-Baha gives no reason
whatever why Friday has been cho-
sen as the day of rest in the Baha'i
calendar. He just affirms it.

15. The belief according to which
Judah represents the Jews, and Is-
racl the Chosen People, is errone-
ous.

16. The Teachings throw no light
on the question as to what became
of the ten tribes of Israel or whether
they were absorbed into some other
nation or not.

17. Also no reference is to be
found in the Bah&’i Teachings re-
garding the pyramid of Cheops, and
as to its being considered a monu-
ment of prophecy.

18. This statement which *Abdu’l-
Baha is alleged to have made is ab-
solutely unauthoritative and should
MS‘LL" (Question was:
Abdu’l-Bahad is alleged to have
said that Baha'u'llah was the sev-
enth in order of the Universal Mani-
festations; that Jesus was the sixth,
that Melchisedek was the fifth and
that the four prior to them are un-
known.)

19. The separation of sheep from
the goats is purely figurative, ie., /
the faithful from the unfaithful. /

The Baha’i World Community
1. News From Irdn

The flow of eager Iranian pilgrims

to and from Haifa has imparted a

new life to the gatherings and activi-

ties of friends in this country. The

refr ly

13. There is no in prin-
ciple to an Assembly being re-elect-
ed, whether in toto or in part, pro-

4= bRAR—

manifest in their faces, the life-giv-
ing messages of encouragement that



( Cepy of letter te Sheghi Effendi-frem Sephrenia Aeki )

Geyserville Calif.
Aug. 14th,1927
Dear Sheghi Effendi;-

This letter was suggested by Lerey Ieas,and al-
theugh I am anxieus te write,I am & 1ittle nerveus abeut it,

I might tell yeu abesut the Summer~Scheel,fer yeu
are interested in it and my family has attended every mesting
se far,

The sessiens were all beautiful and what is mere
impertant cenvincing,se new seven of eur family ars cenfirmed
believers. I went say we have beCeme Baha'is,fer we were bern
that,having a Japanese father and American mether.

We have never experienced such happy days as these
and I shall be serry when they are ended,fer we have never met
se man¥ levely peeple at ene time pefera, Since we have few
friends in Geyserville,we are #### the mere affected by eur
Baha'i friends whe have ceme here frem all up and dewn the ceast.

As we had received insufficient instructien in the
Principles,befere the scheel started,we were net ssrieusly inter
ested, During ene eof these mernings dsar Mrs Waite had charge
We had a_wenderful,never-te-be-fergetten expsrience. The whele
reem seemed permsated with a deep spiritual feeling,and as Mrs.
Waite went en spsaking,l experienced a true Faith,fer the first
time I believed with all my heart and ssul, we all did,and ne-
one had te be assured of eur cenvictien,fer Mrs.Besch excalimed-
“On! yeu believe! I can sees it." This was after Mrs. Waite's
talk en the R Statien ef the Manifestatien," and then Mrs.Waite
said that she felt'as theugh Abdu'l Baha had had charge all the
time," There are sight of us,and new we are practically a whele
Babha'i family,fer altheugh my father dees net admit it,he is ene
at heart.

This letter is lenger than I intended se shall clese
immediately,with leve frem us all,
Yeur sincere friend,

( Signed ) Sephrenia Aekh.

Sophron%a was just 17 years eld then, I called her my "Letws=
Blessemjbecause of hsr exquisite nature,and deep spirituality
and my jey is unbeunded that it was my blessed privilege te
bring this rare,and fragrant seul inte the Kingdem,and all ef
the friends knew frem her beautiful peems,a gift that came te
mer after beceming a_believer|iswsw hew much she already means
te the Cause,espeoia‘.ﬁy\,cf mer Japansss-American parentage.
All ef the ether members ef the family are equally gifted and
truly remarkable and will I am sure de great werk fer the Cause
in many ways. GOD Bless and bless them,

Shahnaz,

Ladt LAz



	Barstow_600.jpg
	Barstow_601.jpg
	Barstow_602.jpg
	Barstow_603.jpg
	Barstow_604.jpg
	Barstow_604a.jpg
	Barstow_604b.jpg
	Barstow_605a.jpg
	Barstow_605b.jpg
	Barstow_606.jpg
	Barstow_607.jpg
	Barstow_608.jpg
	Barstow_609.jpg
	Barstow_610.jpg
	Barstow_611a.jpg
	Barstow_611b.jpg
	Barstow_612a.jpg
	Barstow_612b.jpg
	Barstow_613.jpg
	Barstow_614a.jpg
	Barstow_614b.jpg
	Barstow_615.jpg
	Barstow_616.jpg
	Barstow_617.jpg
	Barstow_618a.jpg
	Barstow_618b.jpg
	Barstow_619.jpg
	Barstow_620.jpg
	Barstow_621.jpg
	Barstow_622a.jpg
	Barstow_622b.jpg
	Barstow_623.jpg

