HE IS GOD!
0 thou seeker of Truthl

Whatever thou hast heretofore heard was fancy, not truth;
was tradition (or narration), not vision, for it was an explana-
tion concerning the Rising of the Sun, but that explanation was
during the night.

But in this Day the Light of Truth hath dawned and the world
hath become illumined; and therefore whatever thou (now) hearest
concerning the Sun is on the authroity of vision (or actual sight),
not on tradition {or nmarration). Consequently, open thine eye so
that thou mayest hear the Divine Voice. Be delivered from thy-
self, from the thoughts and superstitions, until thou mayest find
Eternal Life.

Recollect thou how many imaginations (or fancies) thou had
during thy 1ife! Now it has become evident that they were all su-
perstitions, not Truth. Now walk thou in the Path of Truth so
that the shining Lights may encompass thee and thy soul find a
new life.

Be thou quit of the superstitions of the Pharisees, so that
they may not prevent thee from believing in the Christ. For the
Pharisees were heedless of the real purpose of the Holy Scripture,
and since they did not understand the meaning of the Pentateuch,
they assailed His Highness, Christ. One sald: "Christ must come
from Heaven; this person has come from the womb of Mary!" Another
said: "He must come from an unknown place; we know this one is
from Nazareth." Another said: "Where is the Kingdom of the Mes-
siah?" Another said: "Where is the iron rod?" Another said: "Where
is the throne of David, and how did the Messiah sit upon it?"
Another said: "Where 1s the Justice during the days of the Messiah,
and the association of the wild beasts - wolf with lamb, leopard
with young goat, asp with suckling babe?"

To be brief: As they did not understand the meaning of the
Holy Scripture, they did not approve of His Holiness, tne Spirit
of God (i.e. Christ). They opposed Him, avoided Him; nay, they
made Him an ornament of the cross. They took the liberty of treat-
ing Him with the utmost injustice.

Now too, (in this Day) the heedless ones are like unto the
Pharisees and are not informed (or are ignorant) of the Truth of
the Holy Scripture! Consequently, they oppose the Blessed Reauty
(i.e. Bzha'u'llah) and are of the scoffers.

Before long this Great Cause will change the dust-bin of
strife, conflict and warfare into the Garden of Love, Affinity,
Peace and Conciliatlon.

Upon thee be greeting and praisel
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Ali Kuli Khan, July ¢, 1905.
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To the maid-servant of God, the Honorable Mamie Agnew.

I supplicate God to perfume thy nostrils with the Fragrances
of Holiness wafting from this Paradise of ABHA! Know, IT is a
Fragrance which imparts Spirit to the hearts and minds and quick-
ens the souls with the Eternal and Everlasting Life throughout
centuries and ‘eycles.

By the Glory of My Lord do I declare, should one inhale from
this pure and sweet Fragrance, he will become quickened with the
Life of God; the Holy Spirit will assist him under all circum-
stances and he will talk with the Power of the Spirit at all times.

I beg of God to confirm thee with this Spirit, to follow
Abdu'l Baha in humility and lowliness toward the beloved of God,
to be severed from aught else save God, and be attracted wholly to
the Kingdom of God.

Consider thou not the lack of ability, nor of capacity, for
abllity and capacity depend upon the Favor of thy Lord, and thne
Favor of thy Lord is never prevented.

(8igned) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated June 10, 1307.
To Mrs. Sheppard, Brooklyn, N. Y.
0 thou who art shining with the Light of the Love of God.

Verily, I read thy confession of the Oneness of God, thine
acknowledgement of the appearance of the Kingdom of God, thy turn-
ing thy face towards the Day Spring of the Verses of God, thy de-
sire to arise in the service of the Cause of God, and thine adher-
ence to the Covenant of God! Amen!

I say unto thee: Every woman who is directed to tae Guidance
of God in this Great Age will surpass men in every respect, and she
will be informed of the Hidden Mysteries and Preserved Allegory.
Her words will take effect even in a hard rock. Minds will be as-
tonished at the power of her understanding and souls will be sub-
dued by the strength of her argument.

It is incumbent upon thee to be steadfast in this Great Cause,
firm in this right Path, quaff from this Cup which is overflowing
with the Wine of Knowledge, and resist the hosts of trial or tests.

Upon thee be praise!

(Signed) 'Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
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HE IS GOD!
0 thou servant of the Beauty of Abhal

What thou hadst written was perused. I was informed of the
details. His Holiness Christ sald: "Now is the time of the mar-
riage feast." Reflect thou duly upon this utterance. The reality
of circumstance and the requirement of the times will become clear
and manifest; and Abdu'l Baha says: "This time is the time of teach-
ing (the Truth)." Each one of the beloved must night and day en-
deavor and exert himself in teaching ‘the souls (or people), and
guide men to the Divine Kingdom. Such souls (i.e. those who teach)
are in this day assisted (by God), and successful, for each time
(or season) hath a requirement. One day is the time of seed-sow-
ing; one day is the time of watering; one day is the time of reap-
ing; and one day is the time of harvest. Now in the Kingdom of God,
too, is the time of seed-sowing. Think ye of this, in order that
ye may be assisted and confirmed; that ye may see the assistance
of the hosts of the Kingdom of Abha and behold the confirmation of
the Angels of Heaven.

Had each one of the beloved of God in America engaged in teach-
ing the Cause of God, like unto the beloved in Persia, now they
would (already) have guided several millions of souls, and all souls
would have obtained a joy and happiness.

In Persia the friends of God utter the cry of "Ya Baha el Abha'"
while under the sword, and open their tongues in teaching (the
Truth); and they engage in guiding souls, even when they are in
Jjail, in chains and shackles, Ye should make an effort:that'in Am—-
erica, too, (some) souls may arise (to teach) in this manner; in
order that the luminosity of Mercifulness may illumine and irradi-
ate those regions,

Repeatedly I write, that, if conditions continue in this man-
ner, that is, if disagreement remain (or continue) among the belov-
ed ones (believers) in America, the Cause of God will (thereby) en -
tirely become extinguished (in that country) and the seed which
have been sown will decay, and all will become afflicted with a
manifest loss. Now is the time of teaching (the Truth): that is
alll

(Signed) 'Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Ali Kuli Khan.
January 5, 1904.
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A prayer in supplication for forgiveness for -
The dear maid-servant of God, the respected Mrs. Hearst.

Upon her be Bahafutllah E1l Abha.

HE IS GOD!
0 Divine Providence, O Forgiving Lord!

Mrs, Hearst has hastened from this. dark and dreary world to
the realm of light; she has become detached from this nether world
and has flown to the realm on high.

0 my Godl! Endowed with a seelng eye, she beheld the rays of
the Sun of Truth, and endowed with a hearing ear, she hearkened to
the call of the Kingdom; possessing a keen sense of smell, she in-
haled the fragrant scent of the Paradise of Abha ans gifted with a
pure heart, she overflowed with Thy love.

From the far West, she journeyed to the Holy Land, attained
the privilege of visiting the sacred spot and served Thy Kingdom.

0 Thou pardoning Godl! Ignite her candle, and cause her star
to become respendent in the immortal realms. Let her memory be
spread abroad over all regions and her name, like unto that of
Mary Magdalene, be ever illustrious among the denizens of the King-
dom. Cause her fame to be world wide and her voice to reach the
ears of the Supreme Concourse.

Exalt the members of her family and place upon their heads
the diadem of everlasting glory, that they appreciate the value of
that honorable soul, and may realize what a magnificent edifice she
has erected for them, and what a standard of everlasting glory she
has hoisted, so that of her, her family and kindred may be eternally
proud.

0 compassionate Lord! Although at present Thy favor on her
behalf is unknown, yet in the future, like unto the sun, it shall
be made manifest.

Verily, Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, and the Compas-
sionate.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Shoghi Rabbani.
Haifa, Palestine.
June 2, 1919.
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To the maid-servant of God, Victoria Bedikian, Montclair, N. J.

Upon her be Baha'u'llah E1 Abha.
HE IS GODI

O thou dear maid servant of Godl

Thy numerous letters have been received. A1l were indicative
of faith, assurance, firmness in the Covenant, help to the misera-
ble, and succor to the poor. A good path hast thou chosen; it is
highly praiseworthy, for helping the poor and the orphan is service
to the Kingdom of God. No benevolent deed has, or will, ever sur-
pass it in merit. However, if thou helpest the poor of Syria this
act 1s more acceptable. Perform this benevolent act through one of
the trust-worthy friends such as Roy Wilhelm, for the relief commit-
tees of these regions send help to the committees of this land, the
latter appropriate the main part of the funds that are sent and
thus & small portion reaches the poor. On the other hand, if thou
sendest help through the friends, all will reach the poor.

Likewise, the names that thou hast sent, as well as the photo-
graph of the poor and orphaned, all have been highly acceptable.
These are My children, and thus they are very dear in My Sight.

In line, praise thou God, that thou art confirmed in such servicel
Convey on Ny behalf to thy respected husband respectful greetings.
I pray on his behalf, and beg for_him everlasting glory, that he
may be dignified in both this world and in the Kingdom.

Traveling these days 1is very difficult. God willing, when it
is made easy, permission will be given to thee and to thy husband.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Shoghi Rabbani.

Behji, Acca, Palestine.
July 23, 1918.
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HE IS GODI

0 thou who art steadfast in the Covenantl

What thou hast written is perused., It is a clear proof of
thy belief and assurance, and a sufficient and adequate demonstra-
tion of thy inclination to the Kingdom of God. I ask God that thou
mayest increase day by day in love, devotion and attraction to the
Divine Beauty, and be the means of union, concord, harmony and
unity among the beloved, growing day by day like the trees of the
excellent Garden, and giving forth shade and delicious fruits.

So 1isten to what the Physician says, in order to produce
consequences of soundness and health. If all the people knew their
remedy, there would be no need of the Phsician and everybody could
treat himself very skillfally.

I ask the greatest divine favor for thee, but its attainment
requires that thou mayest not exceed a halr's breadth by what I
write and say. Perhaps the physician would once give poison, the
same would be suitable; one must not say within himself: "This is
a poison, how can I take it?"

In a word, it is the same I have written you before:; - If
harmony and unity be produced among the beldved;:the belief and
faith will grow advantageously, and that country will become en-
lightened. Otherwise, the Fire of the Love of God will be complete-
ly quenched, and all will be scattered and frustrated.

(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas,

Received in New York, April 27, 1904.
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To his honor Dr, E-——

What thou hast written was perused. In reality thou hast a
good intention and lofty desire. I beg of God that thou mayest
succeed therein. But the delivery of the Cause of God depends
upon the diffusion of the Fragrances of God, severence from the
world, engagement in the commemoration of God in independence of
the rich.

It is stated in the Gospel (Matthew 10:14) "Even shake the
dust from off your feet." Consider how great is the Cause and how
much it requires sanctification and purity. I beg of God that He
may provide thee a good means and facilitate (thy affairs) accord-
ing to thy wish. But if thou desirest to teach the Truth of God
and seekest to promulgate the Word of God: that requires the con-
firmation of the Holy Spirit and not the means of sustenance.

And the moré this is done in the state of severance (from
the world) the better it is.

His Hollness Christ delivered the Cause of God in the wild-
erness of the Holy Land, with bare feet, old clothing, thirsty
and hungry.

Do thou follow (the example of) His Holiness Christ until
thou mayest succeed.
(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Esphahani.
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To the members of the Spiritual Assembly, Santa Paula, California.
Upon them be Baha'tutllah El Abha.

HE IS GOD!

0 ye who are firm in the Covenant!

1Abdu'l Baha is constantly engaged in ideal communication
with any spiritual assembly which is instituted through the Divine
Bounty, and the members of which are in the utmost devotion turn-
ing to tne Divine Kingdom and are firm in the Covenant.

To them He is heartily attached and with them He is linked
by everlasting ties. Thus correspondence with that gathering is
sincere, constant and uninterrupted.

At every instance, I beg for ye assistance, bounty, and fresh
favor and blessing; so that the confirmations of His Holiness
Baha'u'llah may, like unto the sea be constantly surging, tne
lights of the Sun of Tnmuth may shine upon you all and that ye may
be confirmed in service, may become the manifestation of bounty
and that each one of ye may at dawn turn to the Holy Land and may
edperience spiritual emotions with all their intensity.

Upon ye be Baha El Abha.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Haifa. Palestine.
November 12, 1919.
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To the maid servant of God, Mrs. Mary Morrison, Denver, Colorado.

Upon her be Baha'utllah El Abhal
HE IS GOD!

0 thou who hast turned thy face to the Kingdom of Godl

Thy letter was received. Thou hast asked regarding the
contribution toward the education of the children of the school
of Tabriat. Co-operation and mutual assistance are the basis of
the religion of God. The East must assist the West and the West
must assist the East. Whosoever guotes anything from my tongue,
ask him an authroity, either with my pen or with my signature.
If he has such an authroity in his hand, all right; if he has no
such authroity, do not give any importance to tradition. Keep
always this as a criterion in view.

Convey the utmost of longing on my behalf to the believers
and the mald-servants of the Merciful. I am engaged in their men-
tioning and beg for them Divine confirmation, so that the power
of the spirituality of the Kingdom of Abha may environ the souls,
quicken the hearts, deliver them from the hand of self and desire
and suffer them to attain to tne highest summit of faithfulness.

Then the Sun of the Covenant will shine, flooding the Orient
and the Occident with glorious lights, There is no opportunity
to write more than this.

Upon thee be Baha'u'llah El Abhal

(Signed ) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Paris, May 10, 1913.
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Tablet revealed to the Persian believers.

0 ye beloved friends of Abdu'l Bahal

It is now three years that, like unto a nestless and shelter-
less bird, I am wandering over mountains and plains and flying
over the wilderness and Sahara. I rested not one moment, neither
did I tarry long anywhere. Constantly was I moving and traveling.

The Call of the Kingdom of Abha was raised and the Most
Great Glad Tidings penetrated throughout these vast and remote
regions. The Flag of the Cause of God was unfurled over every
hill and waved over every country.

As I was occupied day and night, raising the world-consuming
cry of the Cause, I failed to correspond with the friends of the
heart and the soul; but as soon as I returned to the Orient, not-
withstanding weakness and indisposition, I immediately started to
correspond, for the utmost desire .of the heart and spirit is to
remember the believers and to mention the names of the friends,
especially those friends who have been at all times the objects
of tests and are submerged in the sea of trials; notwithstanding
this, with infinite firmness and steadfastness you withstood the
attack of the waves, underwent bravely the violent storm and guid-
ed the ark to the shore of salvation.

Therefore I am greatly pleased and most satisfied with tine
believers of Boushrouyah, Kheir-ol-Gara and Faran and all the
believers:-of Khorassan. .I hope that in the future their flame
of enthusiasm and the fire of their devotion may be enkindled
more than before in Faran and Boushrouyah. Upon ye and upon the
maid-servants of the Merciful be Baha El Abha.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
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To his honor, Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, Washington, D.C.
Upon him be Baha'ullah E1 Abha.

0 thou propogator of the Religion of God!

A few days ago an epistle was written thee. Although I have
not any time, I immediately gave an answer to thy letter (written
to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab) so that thou mayest know how my heart is at-
tached to thee. Truly I say in the Cause of God thou art sincere.
Thou hast no other object save the good pleasure of the Lord, and
thou hast consecrated all thy time to the service of the Kingdom
of God. On this account I have the utmost love for thee.

Praise be to God that the problem of the meetings is solved
and there is no more cause of dispute. Now the believers must en-
gage their time in teaching the Cause of God, and in the meetings
no discussions should be carried on save the Cause of God.

The members of the Baha'l Assemblies must be infinitely kind
toward each other and all their deliberations must be concerning
the Kingdom of Abha.

Promiscuous discussions must be discountenanced, for these
things will become the means of the luke-warmness and apathy of
those who are present. The candles of all meetings must be the
mention of God, and the propogation of the Cause of God, the expo-
sition of the Divine Proofs and the elucidation of the principles
of His Holiness Baha'u'llah.

When this condition is obtained, the meeting will become heav-
enly, celestial, god-like, illumined and the means od guldance of
the erring ones. It will yield most great results.

0 thou servant of His Holiness Baha'ut'llahl Inform all the
believers that perhaps a number of calumnious articles will be sent
to those parts by the people of doubts. The aim of such articles
is to cause: the wavering of the friends in the Covenant and the
Testament. Therefore, they should not take notice of these arti-
cles; nay, rather return them to the senders, accompanied with con-
cise, full, sweeping answers: that we are firm in the Covenant and
the servants of the Blessed Perfection. We do not give ear to
such hearsays and incoherent statements. .

We have turned our faces to the Center of the Covenant in ac-
cord with the incontrovertible Commands of Baha'u'llah, the text
of the Akdas and the text of the Tablets of the Covenant.

We have nothing to do with the people of doubts.

Upon ye be Baha'u'llah El Abha.
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, August 6, 1914.
Home of Abdu'l Baha, Mt. Carmel, Haifa, Syria.
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Helen Bishop's letter to Mr. Lunt.

Dear Mr. Lunt,-

It is a great experlience to go to Haifa, and one changes one's
point of view on many matters., The Guardian is an example of how
intellect can serve the spirit in a manner we of the West have never
known. There is nothing emotional about the Guardian; he is a per-
fectly controlled and mature personality. I have never heard him
recite an incident in which he was the major figure, or say any-
thing which would in any way give him a chance to excel. This may
sound ‘very nalve but the point is that Shoghi Effendi simply refutes
all those theories with which our academles are surfeited; that ever
ego 1s trying merely to maximate itself.

Shoghi Effendl is very impersonal and he speaks only of the
Word and our Faith., His speech is rapid and his English is stunning
when he speaks, the hours pass tirelessly. I should say that his
most obvious characteristic is Power, but there is nothing arbitra-
ry or even personal about it. Again and again he seems to convey
to one that the Cause of Baha'u'llah will reach its aim and that we
have only to be superlatively faithful and to be active and obedi-
ent. There is something about him that makes one believe that one
can do anything if he requires it; for example, he told me to write,
and somehow I simply must begin to do it.

Shoghi Effendi says that great world events will establish
the Faith. It depends only partly upon the Baha'is. The war is
inevitable and great changes will result therefrom. Great Britain
will lose her colonies. At present, the British Commonwealth 1is
the greatest obstacle to the Commonwealth of Baha'u'llah. Russia
will experience a change in regime. From America much can be ex-
pected. The form of the Administration established in America
will become the form for the entire world., Also Germany has a
great destiny. 1In an era of persecution they will exhibit a loy-
alty and devotion which makes them comparable to the Persians.
Scholars, teachers and technicians from Germany will contribute
much to the Baha'i Cycle.

Isn't this fascinating?
(Signed) Helen Bishop.

Written from Geneva.

Received by Mr. Lunt after the Convention was over.
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ADDRESS OF ABDU'L BAHA
to the
Theosophical Society of Scotland.
February, 1913.

It gives me great pleasure to be with you this evening and
to take part in your delightful gathering, for you Theosophists,
Praise be to God, are always independent investigators of reality,
released from mere imitation of the customs of your forebears and
ancestors. Your purpose in life is to ackieve and welcome the
knowledge of reality, no matter from what religion the light may
dawn. The religions of today are all captives in the claws of
custom and of blind dogma, for the absolute reality and dominant
truth which prompted the foundation of the very religions in the
past are entirely forgotten and certain blind observances of ritual
and sacerdotal mummeries have crept in which are in entire opposi-
tion to the fundamental prineciples of Divine Religion.

True religion which comes from God, is founded for the purpose
of illuminating the world of humanity and for the emancipation of
the human race. It establishes a complete fellowship between all
the hearts and unfolds before our vision the Kingdom of Heaven.

But a thousand times, alas! Religions so founded have become the
cause of contention and mutual strife, and today they are constant-
ly waging war against each other. There is even bloodshed among
their representatives, who engage in strife, ransack each other's
possessions, and destroy each other's homes. What makes them do
all these things? They do them because they are prisoners of blind
dogma.

As an illustration, take anyone you meet. You ask him to
what religion he belongs. He says he is a Jew. "Why art thou a
Jew?" WBecause my father was a Jew and my forebears were Jews.
That 1s why I follow in their footsteps." Another man is a Mussel-
man. "Why art thou a Musselman?" "My father was one, and my ances-
tors also." And if you put this query to the devotees of other re-
ligions they wlll give you the same answer. And indeed if you go
through the whole category of the present-day religions you will
find that in all of them numbers are following blindly; and that
is a case of the "blind leading the blind". But if you inquire,
you will find that they have never investigated the reality; for
1f they had done so, they would all have become unanimous and would
work in harmony. If reality is one, then it is not subject to di-
vision; and this absolute reality is the foundation of all religions

The Theosophical Society has freed itself from such blind
imitation of what was thought and done in the past; and, soaring
up toward the Heaven of Reality, is ever trying to investigate the
deeper Truths which underlie all religions. Therefore I am very
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(Theosophical Society)

happy.

As we look upon this world - the Macrocosm - and upon all
that goes to make up men - the Microcosm - what do we find? We
find that every organism is composed of single primordial atoms,
and has come into existence through the interaction of the electric
affinities inherent in them. Its existence is a scientific fact.
Every given atom of these myriads of atoms has passed through mul-
titudinous forms, and in every form it has manifested a particular
virtue or power. For example, looking upon this flower, there is
no doubt that it is composed of single atoms, simple elements.
There was a time when the various substances composing it were all
in the mineral kingdom, and during that period they underwent many
transformations. Having completed their course in the Mineral King-
dom, these atoms ascended to tne Vegetable Kingdom, and they will
go on maybe for many hundreds of years continuing their Journey
through experiences in this vegetable life. One day this which is
now a chrysanthemum may become a rose; another day it may form part
of a carnation. Another day it may enter into the composition of
a tree., In.short, each indestructible atom zoes on Journeying
first through the mineral kingdom, and then through successive
stages of the Vegetable World. This is a fact in harmony with the
laws of biology.

Now this atom having run its course through the vegetable
kingdom ascends next into the Animal Kingdom, where again it has
its varied experiences. Having finished these it enters the realm
of humanity and travels through its many and varied stages. In
short, this primordial atom has under-gone transformations through
all the kingdoms and sub-kingdoms of life, and in consequence of
these experiences it manifests in a certain form and possesses a
particular virtue and power.

It is one of the philosophic epigrams of the East that every-
thing is included in the All., Therefore every man during these
multitudes of transformations is gradually learning to know the
many aspects of that All, and in every TRANSFORMATION has the oppor-
tunity of acquiring fresh virtue, so that man may become the com-
pendium of all the virtues of creation. This is an exposition of
a Divine Mystery.

Philosophic man, or the inner man, is indestructible. He is
ever existent. For the immortality of the soul is a fact not to be
denled. The spirit is everlasting, it is illimitable. The rational
proof of the immortality of the soul is as follows:- Man enjoys two
realitles, two verities (or aspects of Truth). The first aspect of
this human verity is material; and the second aspect is spiritual.
The aspect which is material is subject to non-existence. But the
ideal aspect of man which is the spirit is indestructible. What
does mortality or death mean? It means transference from one body
to another body. Thus to take again the illustration of this flow-
er; this flower you may say is doomed to death, it is dying. Why?
Because it 1s losing its present form and 1s returning to its ori-
ginal constitution, which is mineral. But there is ever a conser—
vation of energy lasting through all creations; so that even the
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material constituents which make up this flower never die, but are
constantly transformed. Thus, when grass 1s eaten by an animal,
you may say that the grass is dead. But the real fact is that it
has only lost its vegetable form and become absorbed into the ani-
mal kingdom, and through this process, animal life is made possible,
the plant has never been lost.

So that we may say of annihilation that it is a process of
transference from one form to another; but the elements are inde-
strcutible. That is all that is meant by annihilation. Thus it is
with the body of man, his material form that you see before you.
The spirit leaving the body means that this temporal body having
done its duty, will return to its original constituents and become
part of the earth; but it still has an existence. So death means
simply a step beyond the present conditions of life. In this way
the material body of man may go through many forms and changes, and
die and again be born, because it is used constantly in the making
of various new forms and shapes.

At the same moment one body cannot occupy the same space as
another. It may only occupy one space. Take for example, any given
body - say a triangle. As long as it is a triangle, it cannot be a
square, nor can it become a hexagon. It cannot become any other
geometrical figure, for 1f it becomes a hexagon it cannot remain a
triangle. One body can only be one shape at a time. So two forms
cannot become part of one body at the same time. But, even as you
are sitting here, your soul or mind or spirit, by whatever name you
call it, contains all these various forms. At this very moment you
conceive of a triangle, a square, a hexagon or a geometrical shape
all at the same moment. Just at this time in your mind, in your
SPIRIT, you may call up anything. There are these forms existing
simultaneously, without having to be broken, and to replace one an-
other in succession. +‘hey are all present in your spirit. In this
way all forms exlst in the spirit. There 1s no need of breaking
one form, so that the spirit may enjoy another form. The spirit is
independent of these forms. Therefore this is scientific proof
that the spirit is eternal. Why do we enjoy the immortal spirit?
It can never be transformed from one shape to another. It is able
to contain all the shapes and forms in the world. This is self-
evident. The spirit enjoys immortal life.

Another plece of evlidence- this physical body of man, once in
a while, is subject to sickness. At other times it gets well.
Sometimes the body grows fat, at other times it grows the opposite
way - all lean - so that the body goes through various conditions;
but the spirit is ever the same. If the body grows lean the spirit
grows not lean; if a man enjoys three hundred avoirdupois, his spi-
rit does not welgh three hundred pounds. Therefore this Divine and
Heavenly Absolute Reality which is in man is not subject to trans-
formation or change. If one hand is cut off and the other arm is
cut off, and the lower limbs are cut off, you will see that the
man is going on living just the same, and his spirit is not muti-
lated. He 1s exactly the same man. The eternal spirit in him is
undying. The third proof - what is death? Death means the losing
of sensations or susceptibilities. While in a state of sleep, man's
body lacks all sensation. His eyes do not see, his ears do not
hear. The Eower of smell does not act. All the senses are at rest.
They are asleep/ Yet notwithstanding all this the man travels.
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He journeys, he dreams. His spirit sees and hls tongue speaks.

In that very state of qulescence he i1s endowed with all his facul-
ties. Now if man was made only of this material flesh he would not
have these various conscious experiences while in a state of dream.
This likewise demonstrates the fact that in the inner reality of
man there 1s a second deeper reality by which everything is sur-
rounded. Therefore it is another evidence that in man God has
hidden another second reality, which second reality is entirely
free from all the fatalities of life, ever golng forward, never
retrogressing; and this will show you that man enjoys this immor-
tal and everlasting spirit.

The fourth proof:- While speaking you use the word "I",.
"I went there." "I came here." Who 1s this "I" that speaks
within you? It can look out and see its own body. It is evident-
ly the ego within (cognito ergo sum). Therefore there is a sec-
ond indestructible reality in man. The fifth proof: - When you
want to undertake a great thing you retire within this chamber of
your own thought and wonder "Will it be profitable? Ought I to
do this? What will be the result of this?" Who is this consul-
tant within you? That consultant is the spirit. You consult
with it and you get the proper opinion; and if the spirit dictates
"Go and do 1it", you will go on and do it, and if it dictates "No,
it is not profitable, you will not dare to do it., And this state
is constantly working in man, and is the proof in regard to the
immortality of the soul. That inner reality is the rider and your
body is the charger. The body is like unto this glass, and the
spirit within you is like unto the light which illumines the glass.
Although the glass may be broken, the light will not be broken.
Although the bulb containing the electric light goes through the
process of dissolution, the light is not destroyed. It remains
latent as electric energy; and another glass will come and take
the place of its predecessor, and you will again have the light
shining through it.

Man has had all this journeying through the various grades,
and he 1s traveling still and will travel, until in the end he
will reach a destination which is superior to his physical life.
That 1s called the state of perfection; but he is constantly break-
ing these glasses and purifying them, making for himself, by de-
grees, a purer and purer vehicle until it becomes perfectly trans-
parent. At one time this glass that is here before us was in the
course of vitrification in the mineral kingdom. And in the same
way there was a time when the constituents of our material body
were 1in ‘a vegetable kingdom. And at another time they were a part
of animal life. Now they have come together so as to form the hu-
man body. Therefore although the glasses be shattered, the light
of the spirit or the true reality will ever shine; and this is
another proof. It is not a traditional proof - not a matter of
belief and theory. It belongs to the philosophy of the Kingdom
and it is unanswerable.
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To take another line of argument: — The world of existence,
the world of manifestation, by itself and in itself, cannot enjoy
perpetuity. ©No, the phenominal world, or world of existence, has
rather the capacity for receiving bounties and outpourings. There
is a Reality which is central. The world of existence has emanated
or issued from that central reality. As this material globe of
ours - which in itself is not luminous - 1is vivified by rays eman-
ating from the phenominal sun - for the sun is a star - so the
spiritual rays issue from this stupendous center of life and imme-
diately 21l are illumined thereby.

The greatest Divine outpouring is the appearance of Divine
Masters in this world. These Divine and Heavenly Verities consist
of one central Verity. But they have diverse Dawning-places; just
as this electric light is always the same light, although it shines
through various glasses. Here one day it shines through this glass,
another day this glass 1s extinet and it will shine through another
glass. A third day it shines through a third glass - you can have
many glasses - but the energy which gives light is the same, with-
out any difference. The Light is indivisible, it is one light;
and although these Heavenly Masters, as far as their personalities
are concerned, are different; as regards their Inner Nature they
enjoy one central realm, and that one central realm emanates from
the central spiritual sun. There are many mirrors from which the
sun 1s reflected. Yet the sun is one. This is an astromomical
question. For example: — Here on the map you have twelve rays is-
suing forth from the central body/ As you look, see that there is
one center and one stellar body; but this stellar body is capable
of transmitting meny, many rays of light to all parts. One light

- gives forth these twelve rays. Similarly one sun, the phenominal

sun, dawns at one time from the celestial sign of Capricorn; at
another time it shines from the sign of Leo; at another time it
will appear from the sign of Aries. It will shine from one point
in spring, and again from another point in winter; but the sun is
the same sun, and the ray is the same ray, although it passes
through many signs. When the sun dawns from any particular sign,
its heart is of a certain intensity. Similarly, there are differ-
ences in these Divine Manifestations, or "Masters"; but in reality
they show forth the One Central Truth.

) Man must never look at the Dawnimg-Points, he must ever look
upward and see the Sun. He must be an adorer of the Sun, no mat-
ter from what Point it appears. He must recognize the Light, no
matter from which Glass it has been admitted. For Light is i1li-
mitable, and man must attain to that state of divine perception.

He must never limit himself to any one system. There are many mir-
rors reflecting the Light; but though all these mirrors should be
shattered, the Light would remain. ©So long as we are seeking the
Light and constantly turning towards it, we shall love the Light,
no matter from which globe it may be shining.

And now I have made you quite tired.
O Thou Almighty Godl Illumine dur minds. May the eyes of

the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Arouse
the hearts that are dead. Quicken the souls that are fast asleep.
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(Theosophical Society)

Deliver us from ever tribulation. Suffer us to attain to Thine
Infinite Kingdom. O Lord, confer upon us Thy Bounty so that we
may attain to Thy Knowledge. May we be lovers of Thy Beauty no
matter in which Human Temple it may appear. May we become the
adorers of the Sun of Thy Reality, no matter from which dawning
place it may shine forth. May we be the seeckers of sweet fra-
grances no matter from which rose it is diffused. O Lord, deliver
us from the material world and lead us on to Thine Eternal King-
dom so that we may walk in Thy Pathway, seek after Thy Holy Places
and in consecration of the elect may we witness the transfigura-
tion of Thy Bounteous Truth. - Thou art Generous. Thou art Com-
passionate. Thou art Omnipotent. Thou art Omniscient.
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THE GARMENT OF JOSEPH.

The great spiritual lights have always appeared in the East.
The Blessed Perfection, Baha'u'llah, appeared in the East. His Ho-
liness Jesus Christ dawned upon the horizon of the East. Moses,
Aaron, Joseph and all the Israelitish prophets such as Jeremiah,
Ezekial, Isaiah and others appeared from the Orient.
- Promulgation of Universal Peace, page 21.

Among the great prophets was His Holiness Abraham, who being
an lconoclast and a herald of the oneness of God, was banished from
his native land. He founded a family upon which the blessing of
God descended; and it was owing to this religious basis and ordina-
tion the Abrahamic house progressed and advanced. Through tae di-
vine benediction, noteworthy and luminous prophets issued from the
lineage of Hos Holiness. There appeared Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Aaron, David and Solomon.

- Promulgation of Universal Peace, page 356.

Abraham's migration from his native land caused the bountiful
gifts of the All-Glorious to be made manifest, and the setting of
Canaan's brightest star unfolded to the eyes the radiance of Joseph.

— Star of the West, Vol. X1V, page 87.

In consequence of his exile the descendants of Abraham became
powerful, and the Holy Land was given to them. As a result the
teachings of Abraham were spread abroad, a Jacob appeared among
his posterity, and a Joseph who became the ruler in Egypt.

- Some Answered Questions, page 15.

You have expressed joy and happiness because of the trip of
Abdu'l Baha from the center of prison (Acca) to the land of the
divine Joseph (Egypt).

- Star of the West, Vol. 1, #16, page 1.

The Hand of Divine Power released the neck of Abdu'l Baha
from the chains of the prison of Joseph and the fetters and mana-
cles were placed around the unblessed neck of Abdul Hamid.

- Star of the West, Vol. 11, #4, page 6.
If Adam sinned by going near the forbidden tree ..... what was
the transgression of Joseph the Truthful?
- Some Answered Questions, page 143.
am sending you forth as Jacob sent Joseph of old. (Words of

I
Abdu'l Baha to some pilgrims),
- Star of the West, Vol. 11, #18, page 8.
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In the first book which he (the Bab) wrote in explanation of
the Sura of Joseph, he addressed himself in all passages to the
Person unseen from whom he received help and grace, sought for aig
in arrangement of his preliminaries, and craved the sacrifice of
1life in the way of his love.

- Episode of the Bab, page 3.

Know that God has united all the essences and meanings and
( all attributes and names and explanations in a woven cloth and
covered with 1t that Holy and Divine Person, that he may in that
garment represent the Beloved 'Joseph. (Words of Baha'u'llah)
= World Unity Magazine, August 1933,
- The World of Reality, (Ruhi Afnan, part 11, page 307.

~

Verily, thy namesake, the faithful Joseph, fell surely into
grievous distress through the jealousy of his brethern, who dis-
honored him; nay, outraged him, and cast him behind their backs
and threw him in a dark well; they sold him for a paltry price -
for a few pence - returning to their father at eve weeping, and,
with his shirt stained with false blood, they slandered the wolf
who was free from blame. The same shall appear from these viola-
ters. Then interpret thils vision: How the conduct of these former
evil-doers agreeth with the course of the succeeding followers of
great darkness.

- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 364.

When Joseph found that his envious brothers and his jealous
relations and friends were heedless and unmindful, he unveiled his
face in the market of the Egyptians, so that in exile he might de-
stroy the foundation of strangeness and raise the banner of unity.
Therefore it is the aim of this exiled one, that God willing, he
may become the Herald and carry the glad tidings of the Kingdom to
the empires of the West. Perchance the splendor of the Beauty of
the real Joseph - the Most Great Name - May my life be a sacrifice
to Him! - may shine from the countries of the Occident; and I beg
of God that the glances of mercifulness may assist.

- Ster of the West, Vol. 11, #10, page 3.

The Holy Manifestations, especially the reality of the Greatest
Name, the Beauty of Abha, when unveiled amid the assemblage of the
world, like unto Joseph of Canaan, in the divine Egypt, will appear
with such Beauty and Sweetness as to make the lovers of the world
His captives.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 542.

.( As the Joseph of Egypt possessed real beauty and knowledge,

" he was in great demand in the Egyptian market. Although he was a
stranger and abject, yet as he had this splendor, he became the
beloved of the divine Egypt; attained eternal glory, and was address-
ed by his brethers, "Verily, God hath given thee precedence over us."

-~ Star of the West, Vol. X1, page 275.
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The Song of the Covenant.

The Divine Minstrel held the stringed instrument in His Hand
and preluded a melody and tune after the Persian note, and sang
this song with a loud voice, as follows:

This is the Ancient Covenant!

This 1s the One Who has the Cup in His Handl

This is the One Who has brought failure in the market of Joseph
of the Merciful Godl

This is the Testament of Accord!

This 1s a Covenant to hold to, and utterly detach one's self from
aught elsel

This 1s the cause of stopping the cries of contradiction (made by
deniers) through the Divine Mercy!

This is the Pre-existent Covenant!

This is the weighty Mystery!l

This is the Greatest Secret of the Countenance of El Baha - May
my scul redeem His beloved ones!

. - Star of the West, Vol. V, page 209.

Verily, thou who art called by this honorable name, desire
to have a portion in its great successes, to become a cherished
one in the Egypt of the love of God, to possess gualities free from
all evil and to become the source of good deeds.
- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 364 -5.

It was the love of God that led Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
that strengthened Joseph in Egypt and gave Moses courage and
patience. ~ Wisdom of Abdu'l Baha, page 75.

(Chapter X11 of the KORAN should be read in order to under-
stand the rest of these quotations from Baha'utllah and Abdu'l Baha)

Consider, O maid-servant of God, the bearer who brought the
garment of Joseph to Jacoh. That messenger was the bearer of the
garment, but he could not inhale the fragrance of Joseph. But
Jacob, whose nostrils were pure, inhaled the fragrances of Joseph

- from a long distance.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 682.

Physical nearness or remoteness is of no importance; the
essential fact is the spiritual affinity and ideal nearness. Judas
Iscariot was for a long time favored in the holy court of His Holi-
ness Christ, yet he was entirely far and remote; while Paul, the
avostle, was in close embrace with His Holiness. The Egyptian
carrier of glad-tidings was the bearer of the garment of Joseph;
yet he could not inhale the fragrance of the garment. His holiness
Jacob, in Canaan, longed for meeting (Joseph), yet he was near and
inhaled the fragrances of the garment. Consequently, it is evident
that one can certainly and surely inhale the perfume of affinity
even from a far distance.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 720.
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Many a Jacob he sees wandering in quest of Joseph.

If, through the assistance of God, he find, in this journey,
a trace of the Traceless Friend, and inhale the smell of the lost
Joseph from the Harbinger of Oneness, he will immediately step into
the Valley of Love.

Not until thou enterest the Egypt of the Spirit, wilt thou
attain to the Joseph of the Beauty of the Friend; not until thou,
like Jacob, give up thine outward eye, wilt thou open thine inward
eye; and not until thou art ablaze with the fire of love, wilt thou
associate with the Friend of acstacy.

- Seven Valleys, pages 8, 11, 12,

Shouldst thou inhale the Perfume of the Robe from the Youth
that hath been hidden within the Tabernacle of Light by
reason of that which the hands of the wicked have wrought,

Ralse a cry within thyself that all the inmates of the cham-
bers of Paradise that are the embodiments of the Eter-
nal Wealth may understand and hearken;

That they may all come down from their everlasting chambers,

And kiss their hands ahd feet for having soared to the heights
of failthfulness,

Perchance they may find from their Robes the fragrance of the
Beloved Onel

~ Baha'i Scriptures, page 253,

Every believer who hath found the Perfume of the Garment in
this Day and turneth with a pure heart toward the Supreme Horizon,
he is mentioned as one of tne followers of Baha upon & red page.

- Baha'i Scriptures, page 259.

0 my Lord, I perceive the fragrance of Thy Garment as Thou
hast approached with Signs and hast honored these countries by Thy
Feet. Blessing be unto Thy people if they know Thee and discover
Thy Fragrance, and woe unto those who sleep!

- Star of the West, Vol. 1V, page 18.

Say, from My Ordinances emanateth the scent of My Garment, and
by them the standards of victory will be hoisted on the tops of
mountains and hills. The Tongue of My Might, in the realm of My
Greatness, hath addressed My creatures, saying: "Follow My Ordi-
nances for the Love of My Perfectioni™

- Star of the West, Vol. 1V, page 298.

Turn thou unto the Kingdom of Oneness and chant thou the verses
of Singleness. Be thou invested with a robe, the embroidery of
which is purlty and sanctity, &fq the woof and warp of which is the
spirituality of the Mighty Lord, so that thou mayest inhale the fra-
grance of the divine rose-garden from the garment of the real Jos-
eph and so divest thyself of the mantle of bodily things that an-
gelhodd and ideal spirituality become realized (in thee).

- Tablets, Vol. 1, page 124,
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Move your tongues to thank the Loving Lord, and employ your-
selves in praising and glorifying the Beauty of the Adored One, for
ye were granted the privilege to be exhilarated from this most pure
cup, and become full of cheer and attraction from this goblet of
wine. Ye have perfumed your nostrils with the fragrance of sanc-
tity, and delighted your senses with the scent of the garment of
Joseph of faithfulness. Ye tasted the honey of devotion from the
hand of the Unique Beloved and partook of the eternal table at the
feast of the blessing of the Presence of the Unity.

- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 371,

Thank ye His Highness the Imcomparable One, that ye have be-
come assisted in the service of the self-subsistent Lord and that
ye are making copies of the Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, spreading them
all around. This service is the most great bounty; for like unto
the messenger from Egypt, ye are sending the garment of the Jodeph
of the Love of God to all directions, so that the fragrance of the
rose-garden of the Kingdom of Abha impart the spirit of life to the
inquirers.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 586.

Study Genesis 37+50.
Koran, chapter 12.

Compiled by Doris Goodrick.
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R. C. A. RADIOGRAM.
July 30, 1936.
Bahat'i, New York.

(I) entreat (the) American believers (to) ponder afresh (the)
urgency (to) rededicate themselves (to the) task (of the) complete
fulfillment (of the) Divine Plan. (The) National Assembly's ener-
getic leadership (and) careful planning (are) ineffectual unless
supplemented by vigorous action by every bellever, however humble,
however inexperienced. Time is short. (The) sands (of a) chaotic,
despeiring -ciyilization (are) steadily running out. Founded on
(the) unity (and) understanding so steadily achieved, functioning
within (the) framework (of the) Administrative Order (so) laborious-
1y erected, inspired (by the) vision Eof the) Temple edifice so
nobly reared, galvanized into action (by the) realization (of the)
rapidly-deteriorating world situation, (the) American Baha'i Commun-
ity should rise as never before (to the) height (of the) opportun-
ity now confronting it. Audacity, resolution (and) self-abnegation
(are) imperatively demanded. Impatiently and prayerfully waiting.

Shoghi.
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LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.

April 3, 1935.
The local Spiritual Assemblies of the United States and Canada.
Beloved Bsha'i friends:

A cablegram of the utmost importarice has been received from
the Guardian. Its appeal is directed to each individual Baha'i of
the United States and Canada.

CONTRACT FOR PURCHASE AND TRANSFER TO PALESTINE BRANCH (OF THE)
AMERICAN ENATIONAL SPIRITUAL; ASSEMBLY (OF THE) DUMIT PROPERTY
SITUATED (AT THE) CENTER (OF) AREA DEDICATED TO SHRINES ON MOUNT
CARMEL (HAS BEEN) SIGNED. FOUR YEARS LITIGATION INVOLVING BAHA'I
WORLD'S PETITIONS (TO) PALESTINE HIGH COMMISSIONER (HAS BEEN)
ABANDONED. OWNERS REQUIRE 4000 POUNDS (i.e. about $20,000).

HALF (OF THIS) SUM (IS) AVAILABLE. WILL AMERICAN BELIEVERS UNITEDLY
CONTRIBUTE 1000 POUNDS (i.e. about $5,000) BEFORE END OF MAY AND
REMAINING 1000 POUNDS (i.e. about $5,000) WITHIN NINE MONTHS. AM
COMPELLED APPEAL ENTIRE BODY AMERICAN COMMUNITY SUBORDINATE NATIONAL
INTERESTS OF FAITH TO ITS URGENT PARAMOUNT REQUIREMENTS AT ITS WORLD
CENTER.
. (signed) SHOGHI.

(Received at New York, March 30, 1935)

To this message the following reply was immediately sent:
"American Baha'i community, acclaiming impressive victory which
contributes to future consolidation Divine institutions, will with
one heart fulfil glorious privilege conferred upon it by beloved
Guardian.”

In communicating this apﬁeal to the Baha'i Community, the fol-
lowing brief explanation will reveal the significance of the facts
which Shoghl Effendi has reported.

The "Dumit property" is an area on Mount Carmel which has ser-
iously interfered with the Guardian's plan of safeguarding the vicin-
ity of the Holy Shrines and of preparing the necessary land for the
future construction of important world Baha'i institutions. Held
by an enemy of the Faith, the property has been made tae basis of
law suits against the Guardian throughout tihe period of the last
four years. In July, 1933, at Shoghl Effendi's direction, the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly sent to the High Commissioner at Jerusalem
a petition setting forth the religlous character of the Bzha'i land
on Mount Carmel and appealing for his favorable action on the Baha'i
claims. That petition was not at the time reported to the believers
because the Guardian wished the matter held confidential pending the
final outcome. .
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- Dumit. 2.

Shoghl Effendits cablegram, consequently, means these three
things: first, that a tract of land of paramount importance to the
development of the Baha'i World Center can be acquired; second, that
the law sults which have interrupted that development and been bur-
densome are now & thing of the past; and third, that the Guardian
has made a contract to purchase that area, fulfilment of which re-

uires the American Baha'li community to contribute approximately
5,000 to the Guardian before May 31, 1935, and an additional $5,000
within nine months. -

No Baha'i will overlook the fact that the progress of the Faith
of Baha'u'llah, in its evolution to His World Order, depends upon
the collective capacity of the believers to assist in strengthening
the World Center at Haifa. From that Center, through the Guardian
now and through the Guardian and the Universal House of Justice in
the future, flows outward to the Baha'i community the spiritual in-
spiration and the administrative power which sustains our efforts,
guides our actions and renews our souls.

As Shoghi Effendi declares: "Am compelled appeal entire body
American Community subordinate national interest of Faith to its
urgent, paramount requirement at its World Center."

While humanity plunges blindly forward to a destiny become in-
eviteble, it is our most sacred and glorious privilege, our most
compelling duty to Baha'utllah Himself, to do our part in laying the
foundation firmly, in true love and sacrifice, for the World Order
that is to glve mankind the blessing of the Most Great Peace. '"Ten
years of unceasing turmoil, so laden with anguish, so fraught with
incalculable consequences to the future of civilization, have brought
the world to the verge of calamity too awful to contemplate." (The
Goal of a New World Order, page 10) "Ours, dearly-beloved co-workers,
is the paramount duty to continue with undimmed vision and unabated
zeal, to assist in the final erection of that Edifice the foundation
of which Baha'u'llah has laid in our hearts, to derive added hope
and strength from the general trend of recent events, however dark
their immediate effects, and to pray with unremitting fervor that He
may hasten the approach of the realization of that Wondrous Vision
which constitutes the brightest emanation of His Mind and the fairest
fruit of the fairest civilization the world has yet seen." (The Goal
of a New World Order, paege 28). And addressing the American Baha'is
Shoghi Effendi has written: "In a world writhing with pain and declin-
ing into chaos this community - the vanguard of the liberating forces
of Baha'utllah - succeeded in the years followlng Abdu'l Baha's pass-
ing in raising high above the institutions established by its sister
communities in East and West what may well constitute the chief pil-
lar of that future House - A HOUSE WHICH POSTERITY WILL REGARD AS THF
LAST REFUGE OF A TOTTERING CIVILIZATION." (America and the Most Great
Peace, page 21). )

Such 1s the significance of o.r united effort to fulfil the
Guardian's present appeal.
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Dumit. 3.

Now,  that the matter may proceed with all possible force and
efficiency, will each local Assembly do its utmost to transmit to
the Netional Fund a flow of special donations marked for the Guard—
ian, that our Treasurer, well within the dates fixed in the cable-
gram, -may in turn transmit to Shoghi Effendi the two sums he re-
quires.  For its part, the National Spiritual Assembly will forth-
with meet the problem of reducing i1ts national budget to the lowest
possible amount. Above all, we express the confident hope that all
American Baha'is will take part in this nagnificent enterprise,
this holy and consecrated crusade under our Guardian's banner, even
though in many circumstances the amount given may be only a tiny
sum. What we are building is a true spiritual unity - the material
needs of the Faith will all be met when that unity is attainedl

Yours faithfully,
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.

N.S.A. to Local Assemblies. ttTTCC
December, 1936,

MESSAGE FROM THE GUARDIAN.

"Will the Assemblies share the following words written by the
Guardian to the N.S.A. on November 14, with the members of the com-
munity. Once more Shoghi Effendi inspires the believers with his
vision of the urgency of teaching."

"The promulgation of the Divine Plan, unveiled by our departed
Master in the darkest days of one of the severest ordeals which hu-
manity has ever experienced, is the key which Providence has placed
in the hands of the American believers whereby to unlock the doors
leading them to fulfil their unimaginably glorious Destiny. As the
proclamation of the Message reverberates throughout the land, as its
resistless march gathers momentum, as the field of "its operation

. widens, and the numbers of its upholders and champions multiply, its

potentialities will correspondingly unfold, exerting a most benefi-~
cent influence, not only on every community throughout the Baha'i
world, but on the immediate fortunes of a travailing society. The
repercussions of this campaign are already apparent in Europe, India,
Egypt, Iraq and even among the sorely tried communities in Persia
and Russia. The Faith of God is gaining in stature, effectiveness
and power. Not until, however, the great enterprise which you are
now conducting runs its full course and attains its final objective,
at its appointed $ime, can its world encompassing benefits be fully
apprehended or revealed. The perseverence of the American believers
will, no doubt, ensure the ultimate realization of these benefits."

sesccscsene -0

477



O

BULLETIN -
Issued by the National Spiritual Assembly. November 1936.
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The Spiritual Assemblies are requested to present to the Baha'i
Community the following cablegram received from the Guardian, Oct.29.

AMERICAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY - Care BAHA'I, NEW YORK.

OVERJOYED, UNSPEAKABLY GRATEFUL (FOR) AMERICAN BELIEVERS!' SIGNAL
RESPONSE (TO) MY REITERATED APPEAL. (THE) INAUGURATED CAMPAIGN EIS)
FRAUGHT (WITH) CONSEQUENCES INVOLVING (THE) IMMEDIATE DESTINIES (OF
THE) AMERICAN COMMUNITY. (THE) SHADOWS ENCIRCLING SORE-TRIED HUMAN
SOCIETY (ARE) NOTICEABLY DEEPENING. (THE) WORLD CRISIS (IS) INEXO-
RABLY MOVING TOWARDS CLIMAX, CHALLENGING (THE) TORCH BEARERS (OF)
BAHA'I CIVILIZATION (TO) SCALE LOFTIER HEIGHTS (OF) INDIVIDUAL HE-
ROISM, (TO) SCATTER MORE WIDELY THROUGHOUT (THE) LENGTH (AND) BREADTH
(OF THE) AMERICAN CONTINENTS, (TO) PARTICIPATE MORE STRENUOUSLY (IN)
CONCERTED EFFORT ORGANIZED BY NATIONAL, REGIONAL (AND) LOCAL AGENCIES
DEDICATED (TO THE) PROSECUTION (OF) NOBLE ENTERPRISE, (TO) POUR

FORTH MORE ABUNDANTLY (THEIR) RESOUCES IN SUPPORT (OF THE) FUND
CREATED FOR ITS FURTHERANCE, (AND) RESOLVE MORE DETERMINEDLY (TO)
CONQUER WHATEVER OBSTACLES MIGHT RETARD ITS ULTIMATE FRUITION.

(THE) DAWN BREAKERS (IN) PREVIOUS AGE HAVE ON PERSIAN SOIL SIGNALIZED
BY THEIR ACTS (THE) BIRTH (OF THE) FAITH OF BAHA'U'LLAH. MIGHT NOT
AMERICAN BELIEVERS, THEIR SPIRITUAL DESCENDANTS, PROVE THEMSELVES

IN TURN CAPABLE (OF) USHERING IN ON WORLD SCALE THE CIVILIZATION OF
WHICH THAT FAITH IS (THE) DIRECT SOURCE AND SOLE BEGETTER.

SHOGHI.

What more empahtic could be than this warning of world crisis,
this assurance of the destiny of the Faith? During these coming
days, as we gather together for the Anniversary of Baha'u'llah, for
the Day of the Covenant, and for the Ascension of Abdu'l Baha, as
well as for thé Nineteen Day Feasts, may we individually and collec-
tively pray for a thousand times greater power to promote His Cause.
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A Tablet tc a believer regarding the duties of all the Baha'is.

HE IS GOD!
O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received and its contents became evident. It was
an indication of a prayer and supplication and a proof of attraction
and enkindlement. Happy is thy condition that thou art in this state
and in this firmness.

0.thou daughter of the Kingdom! The Lord of the Kingdom and the
Sun of Truth has sent forth a splendor and effulgence upon the world
and the universe. All thne contingent things found life and existence
from the rays of that Effulgence, entered and became manifest in the
Arena of Belng. Therefore, all the objective phenomena are as sur-
faces of mirrors upon which the Sun of Truth has cast the rays of the
Outpouring of Bounty. All these surfaces (different stages of life)
are mirrors reflecting the rays of the Sun of Truth. The Outpouring
is the One Outpouring, and the Effulgence is the One Effulgence.
These complex and diversified mirrors are different from each other.
Some of them are in a state of the utmost purity and clearness, re-
flecting the rays of the Sun of Truth, and the Effulgence of the Lum-
inary is manifest and visible in them. On the other hand there are
mirrors full of dust and dark, consequently they are deprived and
bereft of any radiation.

The believers of God are the translucent mirrors, who, with the
utmost purity and clearness, are reflecting the rays of the Orb of
reglions. Other communities are bedarkened and bedimmed like unto a
stone and adesmant. This condition is especlally true of the people
of hostility, animosity, oporession and tyranny, and the fanastical

- ones, who, on account of the accumulation of dust (prejudice) have

become like unto the black stone, into which the rays of the sun do
not penetrate and from which no light radiates.

Now we must not consider nor recognize these mirrors, which are
deprived of every gift, as strangers and foreigners; neither should
we speak of or know them as enemies or savages; nay, rather, must we
recognize them as the members of oir body, showing them love and af-
fection; not as strangers but as associates; not as foreigners but as
friends. One must become engaged in their training and education,
sympathize with them and show pity to them, and lead them into the
Heavenly characteristics, in order that the accumulated dust may dis-
appear from the surfaces of those mirrors and the shining rays of the
Sun of Truth radiate from them. ’

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Beware! Beware! Be ye not a
stranger to anyone, even if he be the lowest of savages on the face
of the earth and knows nothing of God, or even if he be an enemy.
Desire ye his association, aspire ye for his freedom and long ye for
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Duties of all Bahat'is, cont.

his perfection, in order that hatred and dissensions, animosities
and oppressions, cruelties and tyrannies, brutalities and falsehoods,
pride and transgressions may be removed from among mankind, the uni-
verse become the Paradise of Abha, the world be transformed into the
Kingdom of Heaven, the human race become angels and the individuals
of the world of humanity become-the manifestors of the Favors of the
Glorious Lord. This is the perfection of the human world. This is
the Divine Guidance of the Almighty.

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Display ye the utmost charity
toward the poor, the orphans and the helpless ones of all communities
and nations and have ye for them exceeding consideration. Serve ye
them like unto the real servants. Know ye them as excellent persons,
and count yourselves day and night the thralls of mankind.

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Know thou that supplication
and prayer is the Water of Life. It is the cause of the vivifica-
tion of existence, and endows glad-tidings and joy to the souls.
Show thou attention to this matter as far as thou canst, and summon
others to prayer and supplication.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Espahani.

Washing, D. C.
December 14, 1916.

The Promulgation of Universal Peace. Page 185.
Words spoken by Abdu'l Baha, June 15, 1912, New York City.

"I desire dilstinction for you. The Baha'is must be distin-
guished from others of humanity. But this distinction must not
depend upon wealth - that they should become more affluent than
other people. I do not desire for you financial distinction. It
is not an ordinary distinction I desire; not scientific, commercial,
industrial distinction. For you I desire spiritual distinction;
that is, you must become eminent and distinguished from all else.

You must become distinguished for loving humanity; for unity and
accord; for love and justice. In brief, you must become distin-
guished in all the virtues of the human world; for faithfulness and
sincerity; for justice and fidelity; for firmness and steadfastness;
for philanthropic deeds and service to the human world; for love to-
ward every human being; for unity and accord with all people; for re-
moving prejudices and promoting universal peace. Fihally, you must
become distinguished for heavenly illumination and acquiring the be-
stowals of God. I desire this distinction for gou. This must be the
point of distinction among you."
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PROMISES OF WHAT WE WILL ACHIEVE IF WE LIVE THE LIFE.

Set aside every mention save the mention of God and abandon
everything save the divulgence of the Testament, be attracted by
the magnet of the Covenant that thou mayest see the triumph of the
angels of the King of the Kingdom and tne valor of the hosts of
Might. By the Life of the Lord! the invincible power will indeed
strengthen, the HOLY SBIRIT will speak in thy mouth, the word of
God will be revealed in thy heart, the sound of the trumpet of the
Lord will gladden thee, the light of unity will shine from thy brow,
the doors of success and prosperity will be opened upon thy face and
the secrets of the Holy Books will be unfolded.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 160)

The truth I say unto you: "Verily, the Supreme Concourse will
utter praise unto you, because ye forsook the desires of self, were
illumined by the light of guidance, clothed yourselves with the gar-
ment of sanctity and called in the Name of El-Baha among the people.
Verily, ye shall reap what ye sow and obtain the fruits of what ye
plant. This is a pre-ordained fact."

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 12)

Surely a day will come when all thy desires will be attained
and God will answer all that which thou hast prayed for in thy heart
and I beg of Him to make all that which thou hast longed for long
ago, very attainable. Then thy heart will be overflowed with joy
on account of such great bounty.

(Tablets of AbdulL Baha, Vol. 1, page 122)

If thou wilt employ thyself in the service (of the Cause of God)
the past losses will be recovered and all the troubles will be set-
tled. This is & manifest truth.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol. 1, pages 158, 15¢

It is incumbent upon tnee to be firm in the Covenant and to
stand up and serve the religion of God. Verily, this is the MAGNET
of confirmation and assistance, the attracter of all success and the
leader of hosts of gifts.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol. 1, page 172)
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LAST TALK GIVEN BY ABDU'L BAHA.

At the House of Abdu'l Baha.
(j) Haifa, Palestine.

November 18, 1921.

Talk given by Abdu'l Baha at the regular six o'clock evening
meeting, called "The Persian Meeting", with Mr. John D. Bosch of
Geyserville, California, present - the only one present from a
foreign country among sixty friends who met at this time - just nine
days before the Ascension of Abdu'l Baha, in fact, this was the last
public talk given by Abdu'l Baha in the Persian Meeting when an
Americen sttended, before His Ascension.

V(Inﬁérpréted by Mirza Mohammed Ali Afnan. Taken down in Persian
by Dr. Lotfullah Hakim.)

Abdu'l Baha opened the meeting by saying to Mr. Bosch:

"Although you are -here with these assembled friends and can
not speak with them nor they with you, yet you speak with one another
through the heart. The language of the heart is even more expressive
than the language of the tongue and is more truthful and has wider
reach and a more potent effect."

Mr. Bosch said: "This is a wonderful spiritual experience,
to be here with the friends."

Abdu'l Baha said: "rhen lovers meet it may be that they can not
exchange a single word, yet with their hearts they speak to one anoth-
er. Thus do the clouds speak to the earth and the rain comes down;
the breezes whisper to the trees; the sun speaks to the eyes of men.
Although this is not actual speech, yet this is the way in which the
hearts of the friends talk together. It is the harmony between two
persons and this harmony is of the hearts. For instance, you were
in America and I was in the Holy Land; although our lips were still,
yet with our hearts we were conversing together. The friends here
love you very much. They have a real attachment for you although
with the tongue they can not express it."

Mr. Bosch said: "I am very glad. I love them too."
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Bosch. 2.

Abdu'l Baha said: "If this love is real and true, if it is
from the heart, it will characterize itself by self-sacrifice. When
the attachment is superficisl, friends do not sacrifice themselves
even to the extent of a hair's breadth. His Holiness Christ LOVED
both His disciples and believers to such an extent thet He Sacrificed
His Life for them. His Holiness the Supreme (the Bab) LOVED the
friends to such an extent that He have His Life for them. The Blessec
Beauty (Baha'u'llah) LOVED the friends to such an extent that for
their sakes He accepted & thousand difficulties and afflictions.
He was banished from place to place. His properties were confiscated.
He gave &ll - His family, His relatives, His possessions. He accept-
ed imprisonment, chains and fetters. His Holy Person was imprisoned
in the fortress of Akka until the last moment of His Life.  He was
rade to suffer more calamities, afflictions and difficulties than
could be enumerated. He had not an hour's comfort. He was continu-
ally under the greatest hardships &and ordeals. What great perse-
cutions He endured from His enemies! What great afflictions He bore
from His own relatives! He accepted all these trials for our sakes
so that He might educate us, so that He might make us illumined, so
that He might make us Heavenly, so tnat He might change our charac-
ter, change our lives, so that He might illumine our inmost self.
All these troubles He accepted for our sakes. He did indeed sacri-
fice His Life for us. This love is the real LOVE. This is the inner
attachment and the genuine friendship. This is the love which sacri-
fices one's 211, one's 1life. This is the reality of love. He accept-
ed all these troubles. e

"Al1l this can not be accomplished by merely talking. It can not
be done by saying: 'I love you' or 'How is your health! or 'You are
my -beloved! or 'You are esteemed'. This is not love. This is attach-
ment that will break in the testing. This is why one sees persons
associating with one another, apparently friends, expressing the
greatest praise for one another, appearing to be enreptured with one
another. Each seems to sacrifice himself for the other, but when
they part they become as strangers. This is humen love, it is not
spiritual love; it is not divine love; it has no real foundation and
in the time of testing it will fail and disappear.

"If you should go to Persia and mingle with the friends there
and should be in the house of the friends and people should come to
take you, to kill you, you would then witness how the owner of the
house would sacrifice himself for you. He would sacrifice himself
for you rather than allow even one hair of your head -to be hurt.

THIS IS LOVE! It has happened often in Persia that the friends have
sacrificed themselves for one another. This has happened many times.
This Love is the LOVE OF GOD.
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Bosch. ; 3.

"The King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martyrs were two souls
who were greatly honored among the people. They were wealthy.
They were extremely comfortable. The people pillaged their property
They put them in chains. They put them in prison. The Shah of
Persia decreed that they should be killed; that they should either
deny their feith or be killed. The notables came to them and ad-
vised them to renounce their faith. The friends came and advised
them; even the government advised them to recant so that they might
save their lives. But they would not deny. They continued to cry
aloud: 'YA BAHA EL ABHA!! (0 Thou Glory of the Most Glorious!) And
so they were martyred.

"This i1s the Love of God! This is the Love of the heart!

"THIS IS DIVINE LOVEIM

cecicecne

-..A PRAYER...
OUR ASSISTANCE IS -THE ASSISTANCE OF THE BLESSED PERFECTION.
~ IF ALL THE WORLD SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST US WE

WOULD STILL POSSESS THIS AND ALL THE WORLD COULD NOT TAKE IT AWAY
FROM US.

IT IS A WEAPON TO FIGHT WITH FOREVER AND EVER AND WITH IT
WE WILL ALWAYS BE VICTORIOUS.

IT IS A SWORD WHICH CAN NEVER BE DULLED, A MAGAZINE WHICH WILL
ALWAYS BE FULL.

ABDU'L BAHA.

teececucnresesnanses

e # 43y




HE IS GOD!
0 thou seeker of Truthl

Whatever thou hast heretofore heard was fancy, not truth;
was tradition (or narration), not vision, for it was an explana-
tion concerning the Rising of the Sun, but that explanation was
during the night.

But in this Day the Light of Truth hath dawned and the world
hath become illumined; and therefore whatever thou (now) hearest
concerning the Sun is on the authroity of vision (or actual sight),
not on tradition {or nmarration). Consequently, open thine eye so
that thou mayest hear the Divine Voice. Be delivered from thy-
self, from the thoughts and superstitions, until thou mayest find
Eternal Life.

Recollect thou how many imaginations (or fancies) thou had
during thy 1ife! Now it has become evident that they were all su-
perstitions, not Truth. Now walk thou in the Path of Truth so
that the shining Lights may encompass thee and thy soul find a
new life.

Be thou quit of the superstitions of the Pharisees, so that
they may not prevent thee from believing in the Christ. For the
Pharisees were heedless of the real purpose of the Holy Scripture,
and since they did not understand the meaning of the Pentateuch,
they assailed His Highness, Christ. One sald: "Christ must come
from Heaven; this person has come from the womb of Mary!" Another
said: "He must come from an unknown place; we know this one is
from Nazareth." Another said: "Where is the Kingdom of the Mes-
siah?" Another said: "Where is the iron rod?" Another said: "Where
is the throne of David, and how did the Messiah sit upon it?"
Another said: "Where 1s the Justice during the days of the Messiah,
and the association of the wild beasts - wolf with lamb, leopard
with young goat, asp with suckling babe?"

To be brief: As they did not understand the meaning of the
Holy Scripture, they did not approve of His Holiness, tne Spirit
of God (i.e. Christ). They opposed Him, avoided Him; nay, they
made Him an ornament of the cross. They took the liberty of treat-
ing Him with the utmost injustice.

Now too, (in this Day) the heedless ones are like unto the
Pharisees and are not informed (or are ignorant) of the Truth of
the Holy Scripture! Consequently, they oppose the Blessed Reauty
(i.e. Bzha'u'llah) and are of the scoffers.

Before long this Great Cause will change the dust-bin of
strife, conflict and warfare into the Garden of Love, Affinity,
Peace and Conciliatlon.

Upon thee be greeting and praisel
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Ali Kuli Khan, July ¢, 1905.
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To the maid-servant of God, the Honorable Mamie Agnew.

I supplicate God to perfume thy nostrils with the Fragrances
of Holiness wafting from this Paradise of ABHA! Know, IT is a
Fragrance which imparts Spirit to the hearts and minds and quick-
ens the souls with the Eternal and Everlasting Life throughout
centuries and ‘eycles.

By the Glory of My Lord do I declare, should one inhale from
this pure and sweet Fragrance, he will become quickened with the
Life of God; the Holy Spirit will assist him under all circum-
stances and he will talk with the Power of the Spirit at all times.

I beg of God to confirm thee with this Spirit, to follow
Abdu'l Baha in humility and lowliness toward the beloved of God,
to be severed from aught else save God, and be attracted wholly to
the Kingdom of God.

Consider thou not the lack of ability, nor of capacity, for
abllity and capacity depend upon the Favor of thy Lord, and thne
Favor of thy Lord is never prevented.

(8igned) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated June 10, 1307.
To Mrs. Sheppard, Brooklyn, N. Y.
0 thou who art shining with the Light of the Love of God.

Verily, I read thy confession of the Oneness of God, thine
acknowledgement of the appearance of the Kingdom of God, thy turn-
ing thy face towards the Day Spring of the Verses of God, thy de-
sire to arise in the service of the Cause of God, and thine adher-
ence to the Covenant of God! Amen!

I say unto thee: Every woman who is directed to tae Guidance
of God in this Great Age will surpass men in every respect, and she
will be informed of the Hidden Mysteries and Preserved Allegory.
Her words will take effect even in a hard rock. Minds will be as-
tonished at the power of her understanding and souls will be sub-
dued by the strength of her argument.

It is incumbent upon thee to be steadfast in this Great Cause,
firm in this right Path, quaff from this Cup which is overflowing
with the Wine of Knowledge, and resist the hosts of trial or tests.

Upon thee be praise!

(Signed) 'Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
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HE IS GOD!
0 thou servant of the Beauty of Abhal

What thou hadst written was perused. I was informed of the
details. His Holiness Christ sald: "Now is the time of the mar-
riage feast." Reflect thou duly upon this utterance. The reality
of circumstance and the requirement of the times will become clear
and manifest; and Abdu'l Baha says: "This time is the time of teach-
ing (the Truth)." Each one of the beloved must night and day en-
deavor and exert himself in teaching ‘the souls (or people), and
guide men to the Divine Kingdom. Such souls (i.e. those who teach)
are in this day assisted (by God), and successful, for each time
(or season) hath a requirement. One day is the time of seed-sow-
ing; one day is the time of watering; one day is the time of reap-
ing; and one day is the time of harvest. Now in the Kingdom of God,
too, is the time of seed-sowing. Think ye of this, in order that
ye may be assisted and confirmed; that ye may see the assistance
of the hosts of the Kingdom of Abha and behold the confirmation of
the Angels of Heaven.

Had each one of the beloved of God in America engaged in teach-
ing the Cause of God, like unto the beloved in Persia, now they
would (already) have guided several millions of souls, and all souls
would have obtained a joy and happiness.

In Persia the friends of God utter the cry of "Ya Baha el Abha'"
while under the sword, and open their tongues in teaching (the
Truth); and they engage in guiding souls, even when they are in
Jjail, in chains and shackles, Ye should make an effort:that'in Am—-
erica, too, (some) souls may arise (to teach) in this manner; in
order that the luminosity of Mercifulness may illumine and irradi-
ate those regions,

Repeatedly I write, that, if conditions continue in this man-
ner, that is, if disagreement remain (or continue) among the belov-
ed ones (believers) in America, the Cause of God will (thereby) en -
tirely become extinguished (in that country) and the seed which
have been sown will decay, and all will become afflicted with a
manifest loss. Now is the time of teaching (the Truth): that is
alll

(Signed) 'Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Ali Kuli Khan.
January 5, 1904.
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A prayer in supplication for forgiveness for -
The dear maid-servant of God, the respected Mrs. Hearst.

Upon her be Bahafutllah E1l Abha.

HE IS GOD!
0 Divine Providence, O Forgiving Lord!

Mrs, Hearst has hastened from this. dark and dreary world to
the realm of light; she has become detached from this nether world
and has flown to the realm on high.

0 my Godl! Endowed with a seelng eye, she beheld the rays of
the Sun of Truth, and endowed with a hearing ear, she hearkened to
the call of the Kingdom; possessing a keen sense of smell, she in-
haled the fragrant scent of the Paradise of Abha ans gifted with a
pure heart, she overflowed with Thy love.

From the far West, she journeyed to the Holy Land, attained
the privilege of visiting the sacred spot and served Thy Kingdom.

0 Thou pardoning Godl! Ignite her candle, and cause her star
to become respendent in the immortal realms. Let her memory be
spread abroad over all regions and her name, like unto that of
Mary Magdalene, be ever illustrious among the denizens of the King-
dom. Cause her fame to be world wide and her voice to reach the
ears of the Supreme Concourse.

Exalt the members of her family and place upon their heads
the diadem of everlasting glory, that they appreciate the value of
that honorable soul, and may realize what a magnificent edifice she
has erected for them, and what a standard of everlasting glory she
has hoisted, so that of her, her family and kindred may be eternally
proud.

0 compassionate Lord! Although at present Thy favor on her
behalf is unknown, yet in the future, like unto the sun, it shall
be made manifest.

Verily, Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, and the Compas-
sionate.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Shoghi Rabbani.
Haifa, Palestine.
June 2, 1919.
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To the maid-servant of God, Victoria Bedikian, Montclair, N. J.

Upon her be Baha'u'llah E1 Abha.
HE IS GODI

O thou dear maid servant of Godl

Thy numerous letters have been received. A1l were indicative
of faith, assurance, firmness in the Covenant, help to the misera-
ble, and succor to the poor. A good path hast thou chosen; it is
highly praiseworthy, for helping the poor and the orphan is service
to the Kingdom of God. No benevolent deed has, or will, ever sur-
pass it in merit. However, if thou helpest the poor of Syria this
act 1s more acceptable. Perform this benevolent act through one of
the trust-worthy friends such as Roy Wilhelm, for the relief commit-
tees of these regions send help to the committees of this land, the
latter appropriate the main part of the funds that are sent and
thus & small portion reaches the poor. On the other hand, if thou
sendest help through the friends, all will reach the poor.

Likewise, the names that thou hast sent, as well as the photo-
graph of the poor and orphaned, all have been highly acceptable.
These are My children, and thus they are very dear in My Sight.

In line, praise thou God, that thou art confirmed in such servicel
Convey on Ny behalf to thy respected husband respectful greetings.
I pray on his behalf, and beg for_him everlasting glory, that he
may be dignified in both this world and in the Kingdom.

Traveling these days 1is very difficult. God willing, when it
is made easy, permission will be given to thee and to thy husband.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Shoghi Rabbani.

Behji, Acca, Palestine.
July 23, 1918.

Re # 455



HE IS GODI

0 thou who art steadfast in the Covenantl

What thou hast written is perused., It is a clear proof of
thy belief and assurance, and a sufficient and adequate demonstra-
tion of thy inclination to the Kingdom of God. I ask God that thou
mayest increase day by day in love, devotion and attraction to the
Divine Beauty, and be the means of union, concord, harmony and
unity among the beloved, growing day by day like the trees of the
excellent Garden, and giving forth shade and delicious fruits.

So 1isten to what the Physician says, in order to produce
consequences of soundness and health. If all the people knew their
remedy, there would be no need of the Phsician and everybody could
treat himself very skillfally.

I ask the greatest divine favor for thee, but its attainment
requires that thou mayest not exceed a halr's breadth by what I
write and say. Perhaps the physician would once give poison, the
same would be suitable; one must not say within himself: "This is
a poison, how can I take it?"

In a word, it is the same I have written you before:; - If
harmony and unity be produced among the beldved;:the belief and
faith will grow advantageously, and that country will become en-
lightened. Otherwise, the Fire of the Love of God will be complete-
ly quenched, and all will be scattered and frustrated.

(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas,

Received in New York, April 27, 1904.
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To his honor Dr, E-——

What thou hast written was perused. In reality thou hast a
good intention and lofty desire. I beg of God that thou mayest
succeed therein. But the delivery of the Cause of God depends
upon the diffusion of the Fragrances of God, severence from the
world, engagement in the commemoration of God in independence of
the rich.

It is stated in the Gospel (Matthew 10:14) "Even shake the
dust from off your feet." Consider how great is the Cause and how
much it requires sanctification and purity. I beg of God that He
may provide thee a good means and facilitate (thy affairs) accord-
ing to thy wish. But if thou desirest to teach the Truth of God
and seekest to promulgate the Word of God: that requires the con-
firmation of the Holy Spirit and not the means of sustenance.

And the moré this is done in the state of severance (from
the world) the better it is.

His Hollness Christ delivered the Cause of God in the wild-
erness of the Holy Land, with bare feet, old clothing, thirsty
and hungry.

Do thou follow (the example of) His Holiness Christ until
thou mayest succeed.
(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Translated by Mirza Ahmad Esphahani.
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To the members of the Spiritual Assembly, Santa Paula, California.
Upon them be Baha'tutllah El Abha.

HE IS GOD!

0 ye who are firm in the Covenant!

1Abdu'l Baha is constantly engaged in ideal communication
with any spiritual assembly which is instituted through the Divine
Bounty, and the members of which are in the utmost devotion turn-
ing to tne Divine Kingdom and are firm in the Covenant.

To them He is heartily attached and with them He is linked
by everlasting ties. Thus correspondence with that gathering is
sincere, constant and uninterrupted.

At every instance, I beg for ye assistance, bounty, and fresh
favor and blessing; so that the confirmations of His Holiness
Baha'u'llah may, like unto the sea be constantly surging, tne
lights of the Sun of Tnmuth may shine upon you all and that ye may
be confirmed in service, may become the manifestation of bounty
and that each one of ye may at dawn turn to the Holy Land and may
edperience spiritual emotions with all their intensity.

Upon ye be Baha El Abha.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Haifa. Palestine.
November 12, 1919.
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To the maid servant of God, Mrs. Mary Morrison, Denver, Colorado.

Upon her be Baha'utllah El Abhal
HE IS GOD!

0 thou who hast turned thy face to the Kingdom of Godl

Thy letter was received. Thou hast asked regarding the
contribution toward the education of the children of the school
of Tabriat. Co-operation and mutual assistance are the basis of
the religion of God. The East must assist the West and the West
must assist the East. Whosoever guotes anything from my tongue,
ask him an authroity, either with my pen or with my signature.
If he has such an authroity in his hand, all right; if he has no
such authroity, do not give any importance to tradition. Keep
always this as a criterion in view.

Convey the utmost of longing on my behalf to the believers
and the mald-servants of the Merciful. I am engaged in their men-
tioning and beg for them Divine confirmation, so that the power
of the spirituality of the Kingdom of Abha may environ the souls,
quicken the hearts, deliver them from the hand of self and desire
and suffer them to attain to tne highest summit of faithfulness.

Then the Sun of the Covenant will shine, flooding the Orient
and the Occident with glorious lights, There is no opportunity
to write more than this.

Upon thee be Baha'u'llah El Abhal

(Signed ) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.

Paris, May 10, 1913.
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Tablet revealed to the Persian believers.

0 ye beloved friends of Abdu'l Bahal

It is now three years that, like unto a nestless and shelter-
less bird, I am wandering over mountains and plains and flying
over the wilderness and Sahara. I rested not one moment, neither
did I tarry long anywhere. Constantly was I moving and traveling.

The Call of the Kingdom of Abha was raised and the Most
Great Glad Tidings penetrated throughout these vast and remote
regions. The Flag of the Cause of God was unfurled over every
hill and waved over every country.

As I was occupied day and night, raising the world-consuming
cry of the Cause, I failed to correspond with the friends of the
heart and the soul; but as soon as I returned to the Orient, not-
withstanding weakness and indisposition, I immediately started to
correspond, for the utmost desire .of the heart and spirit is to
remember the believers and to mention the names of the friends,
especially those friends who have been at all times the objects
of tests and are submerged in the sea of trials; notwithstanding
this, with infinite firmness and steadfastness you withstood the
attack of the waves, underwent bravely the violent storm and guid-
ed the ark to the shore of salvation.

Therefore I am greatly pleased and most satisfied with tine
believers of Boushrouyah, Kheir-ol-Gara and Faran and all the
believers:-of Khorassan. .I hope that in the future their flame
of enthusiasm and the fire of their devotion may be enkindled
more than before in Faran and Boushrouyah. Upon ye and upon the
maid-servants of the Merciful be Baha El Abha.

(Signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
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To his honor, Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, Washington, D.C.
Upon him be Baha'ullah E1 Abha.

0 thou propogator of the Religion of God!

A few days ago an epistle was written thee. Although I have
not any time, I immediately gave an answer to thy letter (written
to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab) so that thou mayest know how my heart is at-
tached to thee. Truly I say in the Cause of God thou art sincere.
Thou hast no other object save the good pleasure of the Lord, and
thou hast consecrated all thy time to the service of the Kingdom
of God. On this account I have the utmost love for thee.

Praise be to God that the problem of the meetings is solved
and there is no more cause of dispute. Now the believers must en-
gage their time in teaching the Cause of God, and in the meetings
no discussions should be carried on save the Cause of God.

The members of the Baha'l Assemblies must be infinitely kind
toward each other and all their deliberations must be concerning
the Kingdom of Abha.

Promiscuous discussions must be discountenanced, for these
things will become the means of the luke-warmness and apathy of
those who are present. The candles of all meetings must be the
mention of God, and the propogation of the Cause of God, the expo-
sition of the Divine Proofs and the elucidation of the principles
of His Holiness Baha'u'llah.

When this condition is obtained, the meeting will become heav-
enly, celestial, god-like, illumined and the means od guldance of
the erring ones. It will yield most great results.

0 thou servant of His Holiness Baha'ut'llahl Inform all the
believers that perhaps a number of calumnious articles will be sent
to those parts by the people of doubts. The aim of such articles
is to cause: the wavering of the friends in the Covenant and the
Testament. Therefore, they should not take notice of these arti-
cles; nay, rather return them to the senders, accompanied with con-
cise, full, sweeping answers: that we are firm in the Covenant and
the servants of the Blessed Perfection. We do not give ear to
such hearsays and incoherent statements. .

We have turned our faces to the Center of the Covenant in ac-
cord with the incontrovertible Commands of Baha'u'llah, the text
of the Akdas and the text of the Tablets of the Covenant.

We have nothing to do with the people of doubts.

Upon ye be Baha'u'llah El Abha.
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, August 6, 1914.
Home of Abdu'l Baha, Mt. Carmel, Haifa, Syria.
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Helen Bishop's letter to Mr. Lunt.

Dear Mr. Lunt,-

It is a great experlience to go to Haifa, and one changes one's
point of view on many matters., The Guardian is an example of how
intellect can serve the spirit in a manner we of the West have never
known. There is nothing emotional about the Guardian; he is a per-
fectly controlled and mature personality. I have never heard him
recite an incident in which he was the major figure, or say any-
thing which would in any way give him a chance to excel. This may
sound ‘very nalve but the point is that Shoghi Effendi simply refutes
all those theories with which our academles are surfeited; that ever
ego 1s trying merely to maximate itself.

Shoghi Effendl is very impersonal and he speaks only of the
Word and our Faith., His speech is rapid and his English is stunning
when he speaks, the hours pass tirelessly. I should say that his
most obvious characteristic is Power, but there is nothing arbitra-
ry or even personal about it. Again and again he seems to convey
to one that the Cause of Baha'u'llah will reach its aim and that we
have only to be superlatively faithful and to be active and obedi-
ent. There is something about him that makes one believe that one
can do anything if he requires it; for example, he told me to write,
and somehow I simply must begin to do it.

Shoghi Effendi says that great world events will establish
the Faith. It depends only partly upon the Baha'is. The war is
inevitable and great changes will result therefrom. Great Britain
will lose her colonies. At present, the British Commonwealth 1is
the greatest obstacle to the Commonwealth of Baha'u'llah. Russia
will experience a change in regime. From America much can be ex-
pected. The form of the Administration established in America
will become the form for the entire world., Also Germany has a
great destiny. 1In an era of persecution they will exhibit a loy-
alty and devotion which makes them comparable to the Persians.
Scholars, teachers and technicians from Germany will contribute
much to the Baha'i Cycle.

Isn't this fascinating?
(Signed) Helen Bishop.

Written from Geneva.

Received by Mr. Lunt after the Convention was over.
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ADDRESS OF ABDU'L BAHA
to the
Theosophical Society of Scotland.
February, 1913.

It gives me great pleasure to be with you this evening and
to take part in your delightful gathering, for you Theosophists,
Praise be to God, are always independent investigators of reality,
released from mere imitation of the customs of your forebears and
ancestors. Your purpose in life is to ackieve and welcome the
knowledge of reality, no matter from what religion the light may
dawn. The religions of today are all captives in the claws of
custom and of blind dogma, for the absolute reality and dominant
truth which prompted the foundation of the very religions in the
past are entirely forgotten and certain blind observances of ritual
and sacerdotal mummeries have crept in which are in entire opposi-
tion to the fundamental prineciples of Divine Religion.

True religion which comes from God, is founded for the purpose
of illuminating the world of humanity and for the emancipation of
the human race. It establishes a complete fellowship between all
the hearts and unfolds before our vision the Kingdom of Heaven.

But a thousand times, alas! Religions so founded have become the
cause of contention and mutual strife, and today they are constant-
ly waging war against each other. There is even bloodshed among
their representatives, who engage in strife, ransack each other's
possessions, and destroy each other's homes. What makes them do
all these things? They do them because they are prisoners of blind
dogma.

As an illustration, take anyone you meet. You ask him to
what religion he belongs. He says he is a Jew. "Why art thou a
Jew?" WBecause my father was a Jew and my forebears were Jews.
That 1s why I follow in their footsteps." Another man is a Mussel-
man. "Why art thou a Musselman?" "My father was one, and my ances-
tors also." And if you put this query to the devotees of other re-
ligions they wlll give you the same answer. And indeed if you go
through the whole category of the present-day religions you will
find that in all of them numbers are following blindly; and that
is a case of the "blind leading the blind". But if you inquire,
you will find that they have never investigated the reality; for
1f they had done so, they would all have become unanimous and would
work in harmony. If reality is one, then it is not subject to di-
vision; and this absolute reality is the foundation of all religions

The Theosophical Society has freed itself from such blind
imitation of what was thought and done in the past; and, soaring
up toward the Heaven of Reality, is ever trying to investigate the
deeper Truths which underlie all religions. Therefore I am very
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happy.

As we look upon this world - the Macrocosm - and upon all
that goes to make up men - the Microcosm - what do we find? We
find that every organism is composed of single primordial atoms,
and has come into existence through the interaction of the electric
affinities inherent in them. Its existence is a scientific fact.
Every given atom of these myriads of atoms has passed through mul-
titudinous forms, and in every form it has manifested a particular
virtue or power. For example, looking upon this flower, there is
no doubt that it is composed of single atoms, simple elements.
There was a time when the various substances composing it were all
in the mineral kingdom, and during that period they underwent many
transformations. Having completed their course in the Mineral King-
dom, these atoms ascended to tne Vegetable Kingdom, and they will
go on maybe for many hundreds of years continuing their Journey
through experiences in this vegetable life. One day this which is
now a chrysanthemum may become a rose; another day it may form part
of a carnation. Another day it may enter into the composition of
a tree., In.short, each indestructible atom zoes on Journeying
first through the mineral kingdom, and then through successive
stages of the Vegetable World. This is a fact in harmony with the
laws of biology.

Now this atom having run its course through the vegetable
kingdom ascends next into the Animal Kingdom, where again it has
its varied experiences. Having finished these it enters the realm
of humanity and travels through its many and varied stages. In
short, this primordial atom has under-gone transformations through
all the kingdoms and sub-kingdoms of life, and in consequence of
these experiences it manifests in a certain form and possesses a
particular virtue and power.

It is one of the philosophic epigrams of the East that every-
thing is included in the All., Therefore every man during these
multitudes of transformations is gradually learning to know the
many aspects of that All, and in every TRANSFORMATION has the oppor-
tunity of acquiring fresh virtue, so that man may become the com-
pendium of all the virtues of creation. This is an exposition of
a Divine Mystery.

Philosophic man, or the inner man, is indestructible. He is
ever existent. For the immortality of the soul is a fact not to be
denled. The spirit is everlasting, it is illimitable. The rational
proof of the immortality of the soul is as follows:- Man enjoys two
realitles, two verities (or aspects of Truth). The first aspect of
this human verity is material; and the second aspect is spiritual.
The aspect which is material is subject to non-existence. But the
ideal aspect of man which is the spirit is indestructible. What
does mortality or death mean? It means transference from one body
to another body. Thus to take again the illustration of this flow-
er; this flower you may say is doomed to death, it is dying. Why?
Because it 1s losing its present form and 1s returning to its ori-
ginal constitution, which is mineral. But there is ever a conser—
vation of energy lasting through all creations; so that even the
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material constituents which make up this flower never die, but are
constantly transformed. Thus, when grass 1s eaten by an animal,
you may say that the grass is dead. But the real fact is that it
has only lost its vegetable form and become absorbed into the ani-
mal kingdom, and through this process, animal life is made possible,
the plant has never been lost.

So that we may say of annihilation that it is a process of
transference from one form to another; but the elements are inde-
strcutible. That is all that is meant by annihilation. Thus it is
with the body of man, his material form that you see before you.
The spirit leaving the body means that this temporal body having
done its duty, will return to its original constituents and become
part of the earth; but it still has an existence. So death means
simply a step beyond the present conditions of life. In this way
the material body of man may go through many forms and changes, and
die and again be born, because it is used constantly in the making
of various new forms and shapes.

At the same moment one body cannot occupy the same space as
another. It may only occupy one space. Take for example, any given
body - say a triangle. As long as it is a triangle, it cannot be a
square, nor can it become a hexagon. It cannot become any other
geometrical figure, for 1f it becomes a hexagon it cannot remain a
triangle. One body can only be one shape at a time. So two forms
cannot become part of one body at the same time. But, even as you
are sitting here, your soul or mind or spirit, by whatever name you
call it, contains all these various forms. At this very moment you
conceive of a triangle, a square, a hexagon or a geometrical shape
all at the same moment. Just at this time in your mind, in your
SPIRIT, you may call up anything. There are these forms existing
simultaneously, without having to be broken, and to replace one an-
other in succession. +‘hey are all present in your spirit. In this
way all forms exlst in the spirit. There 1s no need of breaking
one form, so that the spirit may enjoy another form. The spirit is
independent of these forms. Therefore this is scientific proof
that the spirit is eternal. Why do we enjoy the immortal spirit?
It can never be transformed from one shape to another. It is able
to contain all the shapes and forms in the world. This is self-
evident. The spirit enjoys immortal life.

Another plece of evlidence- this physical body of man, once in
a while, is subject to sickness. At other times it gets well.
Sometimes the body grows fat, at other times it grows the opposite
way - all lean - so that the body goes through various conditions;
but the spirit is ever the same. If the body grows lean the spirit
grows not lean; if a man enjoys three hundred avoirdupois, his spi-
rit does not welgh three hundred pounds. Therefore this Divine and
Heavenly Absolute Reality which is in man is not subject to trans-
formation or change. If one hand is cut off and the other arm is
cut off, and the lower limbs are cut off, you will see that the
man is going on living just the same, and his spirit is not muti-
lated. He 1s exactly the same man. The eternal spirit in him is
undying. The third proof - what is death? Death means the losing
of sensations or susceptibilities. While in a state of sleep, man's
body lacks all sensation. His eyes do not see, his ears do not
hear. The Eower of smell does not act. All the senses are at rest.
They are asleep/ Yet notwithstanding all this the man travels.

B¢ # fes



(Theosophical Society)

He journeys, he dreams. His spirit sees and hls tongue speaks.

In that very state of qulescence he i1s endowed with all his facul-
ties. Now if man was made only of this material flesh he would not
have these various conscious experiences while in a state of dream.
This likewise demonstrates the fact that in the inner reality of
man there 1s a second deeper reality by which everything is sur-
rounded. Therefore it is another evidence that in man God has
hidden another second reality, which second reality is entirely
free from all the fatalities of life, ever golng forward, never
retrogressing; and this will show you that man enjoys this immor-
tal and everlasting spirit.

The fourth proof:- While speaking you use the word "I",.
"I went there." "I came here." Who 1s this "I" that speaks
within you? It can look out and see its own body. It is evident-
ly the ego within (cognito ergo sum). Therefore there is a sec-
ond indestructible reality in man. The fifth proof: - When you
want to undertake a great thing you retire within this chamber of
your own thought and wonder "Will it be profitable? Ought I to
do this? What will be the result of this?" Who is this consul-
tant within you? That consultant is the spirit. You consult
with it and you get the proper opinion; and if the spirit dictates
"Go and do 1it", you will go on and do it, and if it dictates "No,
it is not profitable, you will not dare to do it., And this state
is constantly working in man, and is the proof in regard to the
immortality of the soul. That inner reality is the rider and your
body is the charger. The body is like unto this glass, and the
spirit within you is like unto the light which illumines the glass.
Although the glass may be broken, the light will not be broken.
Although the bulb containing the electric light goes through the
process of dissolution, the light is not destroyed. It remains
latent as electric energy; and another glass will come and take
the place of its predecessor, and you will again have the light
shining through it.

Man has had all this journeying through the various grades,
and he 1s traveling still and will travel, until in the end he
will reach a destination which is superior to his physical life.
That 1s called the state of perfection; but he is constantly break-
ing these glasses and purifying them, making for himself, by de-
grees, a purer and purer vehicle until it becomes perfectly trans-
parent. At one time this glass that is here before us was in the
course of vitrification in the mineral kingdom. And in the same
way there was a time when the constituents of our material body
were 1in ‘a vegetable kingdom. And at another time they were a part
of animal life. Now they have come together so as to form the hu-
man body. Therefore although the glasses be shattered, the light
of the spirit or the true reality will ever shine; and this is
another proof. It is not a traditional proof - not a matter of
belief and theory. It belongs to the philosophy of the Kingdom
and it is unanswerable.
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To take another line of argument: — The world of existence,
the world of manifestation, by itself and in itself, cannot enjoy
perpetuity. ©No, the phenominal world, or world of existence, has
rather the capacity for receiving bounties and outpourings. There
is a Reality which is central. The world of existence has emanated
or issued from that central reality. As this material globe of
ours - which in itself is not luminous - 1is vivified by rays eman-
ating from the phenominal sun - for the sun is a star - so the
spiritual rays issue from this stupendous center of life and imme-
diately 21l are illumined thereby.

The greatest Divine outpouring is the appearance of Divine
Masters in this world. These Divine and Heavenly Verities consist
of one central Verity. But they have diverse Dawning-places; just
as this electric light is always the same light, although it shines
through various glasses. Here one day it shines through this glass,
another day this glass 1s extinet and it will shine through another
glass. A third day it shines through a third glass - you can have
many glasses - but the energy which gives light is the same, with-
out any difference. The Light is indivisible, it is one light;
and although these Heavenly Masters, as far as their personalities
are concerned, are different; as regards their Inner Nature they
enjoy one central realm, and that one central realm emanates from
the central spiritual sun. There are many mirrors from which the
sun 1s reflected. Yet the sun is one. This is an astromomical
question. For example: — Here on the map you have twelve rays is-
suing forth from the central body/ As you look, see that there is
one center and one stellar body; but this stellar body is capable
of transmitting meny, many rays of light to all parts. One light

- gives forth these twelve rays. Similarly one sun, the phenominal

sun, dawns at one time from the celestial sign of Capricorn; at
another time it shines from the sign of Leo; at another time it
will appear from the sign of Aries. It will shine from one point
in spring, and again from another point in winter; but the sun is
the same sun, and the ray is the same ray, although it passes
through many signs. When the sun dawns from any particular sign,
its heart is of a certain intensity. Similarly, there are differ-
ences in these Divine Manifestations, or "Masters"; but in reality
they show forth the One Central Truth.

) Man must never look at the Dawnimg-Points, he must ever look
upward and see the Sun. He must be an adorer of the Sun, no mat-
ter from what Point it appears. He must recognize the Light, no
matter from which Glass it has been admitted. For Light is i1li-
mitable, and man must attain to that state of divine perception.

He must never limit himself to any one system. There are many mir-
rors reflecting the Light; but though all these mirrors should be
shattered, the Light would remain. ©So long as we are seeking the
Light and constantly turning towards it, we shall love the Light,
no matter from which globe it may be shining.

And now I have made you quite tired.
O Thou Almighty Godl Illumine dur minds. May the eyes of

the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Arouse
the hearts that are dead. Quicken the souls that are fast asleep.
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Deliver us from ever tribulation. Suffer us to attain to Thine
Infinite Kingdom. O Lord, confer upon us Thy Bounty so that we
may attain to Thy Knowledge. May we be lovers of Thy Beauty no
matter in which Human Temple it may appear. May we become the
adorers of the Sun of Thy Reality, no matter from which dawning
place it may shine forth. May we be the seeckers of sweet fra-
grances no matter from which rose it is diffused. O Lord, deliver
us from the material world and lead us on to Thine Eternal King-
dom so that we may walk in Thy Pathway, seek after Thy Holy Places
and in consecration of the elect may we witness the transfigura-
tion of Thy Bounteous Truth. - Thou art Generous. Thou art Com-
passionate. Thou art Omnipotent. Thou art Omniscient.
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THE GARMENT OF JOSEPH.

The great spiritual lights have always appeared in the East.
The Blessed Perfection, Baha'u'llah, appeared in the East. His Ho-
liness Jesus Christ dawned upon the horizon of the East. Moses,
Aaron, Joseph and all the Israelitish prophets such as Jeremiah,
Ezekial, Isaiah and others appeared from the Orient.
- Promulgation of Universal Peace, page 21.

Among the great prophets was His Holiness Abraham, who being
an lconoclast and a herald of the oneness of God, was banished from
his native land. He founded a family upon which the blessing of
God descended; and it was owing to this religious basis and ordina-
tion the Abrahamic house progressed and advanced. Through tae di-
vine benediction, noteworthy and luminous prophets issued from the
lineage of Hos Holiness. There appeared Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Aaron, David and Solomon.

- Promulgation of Universal Peace, page 356.

Abraham's migration from his native land caused the bountiful
gifts of the All-Glorious to be made manifest, and the setting of
Canaan's brightest star unfolded to the eyes the radiance of Joseph.

— Star of the West, Vol. X1V, page 87.

In consequence of his exile the descendants of Abraham became
powerful, and the Holy Land was given to them. As a result the
teachings of Abraham were spread abroad, a Jacob appeared among
his posterity, and a Joseph who became the ruler in Egypt.

- Some Answered Questions, page 15.

You have expressed joy and happiness because of the trip of
Abdu'l Baha from the center of prison (Acca) to the land of the
divine Joseph (Egypt).

- Star of the West, Vol. 1, #16, page 1.

The Hand of Divine Power released the neck of Abdu'l Baha
from the chains of the prison of Joseph and the fetters and mana-
cles were placed around the unblessed neck of Abdul Hamid.

- Star of the West, Vol. 11, #4, page 6.
If Adam sinned by going near the forbidden tree ..... what was
the transgression of Joseph the Truthful?
- Some Answered Questions, page 143.
am sending you forth as Jacob sent Joseph of old. (Words of

I
Abdu'l Baha to some pilgrims),
- Star of the West, Vol. 11, #18, page 8.
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In the first book which he (the Bab) wrote in explanation of
the Sura of Joseph, he addressed himself in all passages to the
Person unseen from whom he received help and grace, sought for aig
in arrangement of his preliminaries, and craved the sacrifice of
1life in the way of his love.

- Episode of the Bab, page 3.

Know that God has united all the essences and meanings and
( all attributes and names and explanations in a woven cloth and
covered with 1t that Holy and Divine Person, that he may in that
garment represent the Beloved 'Joseph. (Words of Baha'u'llah)
= World Unity Magazine, August 1933,
- The World of Reality, (Ruhi Afnan, part 11, page 307.

~

Verily, thy namesake, the faithful Joseph, fell surely into
grievous distress through the jealousy of his brethern, who dis-
honored him; nay, outraged him, and cast him behind their backs
and threw him in a dark well; they sold him for a paltry price -
for a few pence - returning to their father at eve weeping, and,
with his shirt stained with false blood, they slandered the wolf
who was free from blame. The same shall appear from these viola-
ters. Then interpret thils vision: How the conduct of these former
evil-doers agreeth with the course of the succeeding followers of
great darkness.

- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 364.

When Joseph found that his envious brothers and his jealous
relations and friends were heedless and unmindful, he unveiled his
face in the market of the Egyptians, so that in exile he might de-
stroy the foundation of strangeness and raise the banner of unity.
Therefore it is the aim of this exiled one, that God willing, he
may become the Herald and carry the glad tidings of the Kingdom to
the empires of the West. Perchance the splendor of the Beauty of
the real Joseph - the Most Great Name - May my life be a sacrifice
to Him! - may shine from the countries of the Occident; and I beg
of God that the glances of mercifulness may assist.

- Ster of the West, Vol. 11, #10, page 3.

The Holy Manifestations, especially the reality of the Greatest
Name, the Beauty of Abha, when unveiled amid the assemblage of the
world, like unto Joseph of Canaan, in the divine Egypt, will appear
with such Beauty and Sweetness as to make the lovers of the world
His captives.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 542.

.( As the Joseph of Egypt possessed real beauty and knowledge,

" he was in great demand in the Egyptian market. Although he was a
stranger and abject, yet as he had this splendor, he became the
beloved of the divine Egypt; attained eternal glory, and was address-
ed by his brethers, "Verily, God hath given thee precedence over us."

-~ Star of the West, Vol. X1, page 275.
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The Song of the Covenant.

The Divine Minstrel held the stringed instrument in His Hand
and preluded a melody and tune after the Persian note, and sang
this song with a loud voice, as follows:

This is the Ancient Covenant!

This 1s the One Who has the Cup in His Handl

This is the One Who has brought failure in the market of Joseph
of the Merciful Godl

This is the Testament of Accord!

This 1s a Covenant to hold to, and utterly detach one's self from
aught elsel

This 1s the cause of stopping the cries of contradiction (made by
deniers) through the Divine Mercy!

This is the Pre-existent Covenant!

This is the weighty Mystery!l

This is the Greatest Secret of the Countenance of El Baha - May
my scul redeem His beloved ones!

. - Star of the West, Vol. V, page 209.

Verily, thou who art called by this honorable name, desire
to have a portion in its great successes, to become a cherished
one in the Egypt of the love of God, to possess gualities free from
all evil and to become the source of good deeds.
- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 364 -5.

It was the love of God that led Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
that strengthened Joseph in Egypt and gave Moses courage and
patience. ~ Wisdom of Abdu'l Baha, page 75.

(Chapter X11 of the KORAN should be read in order to under-
stand the rest of these quotations from Baha'utllah and Abdu'l Baha)

Consider, O maid-servant of God, the bearer who brought the
garment of Joseph to Jacoh. That messenger was the bearer of the
garment, but he could not inhale the fragrance of Joseph. But
Jacob, whose nostrils were pure, inhaled the fragrances of Joseph

- from a long distance.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 682.

Physical nearness or remoteness is of no importance; the
essential fact is the spiritual affinity and ideal nearness. Judas
Iscariot was for a long time favored in the holy court of His Holi-
ness Christ, yet he was entirely far and remote; while Paul, the
avostle, was in close embrace with His Holiness. The Egyptian
carrier of glad-tidings was the bearer of the garment of Joseph;
yet he could not inhale the fragrance of the garment. His holiness
Jacob, in Canaan, longed for meeting (Joseph), yet he was near and
inhaled the fragrances of the garment. Consequently, it is evident
that one can certainly and surely inhale the perfume of affinity
even from a far distance.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 720.
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Many a Jacob he sees wandering in quest of Joseph.

If, through the assistance of God, he find, in this journey,
a trace of the Traceless Friend, and inhale the smell of the lost
Joseph from the Harbinger of Oneness, he will immediately step into
the Valley of Love.

Not until thou enterest the Egypt of the Spirit, wilt thou
attain to the Joseph of the Beauty of the Friend; not until thou,
like Jacob, give up thine outward eye, wilt thou open thine inward
eye; and not until thou art ablaze with the fire of love, wilt thou
associate with the Friend of acstacy.

- Seven Valleys, pages 8, 11, 12,

Shouldst thou inhale the Perfume of the Robe from the Youth
that hath been hidden within the Tabernacle of Light by
reason of that which the hands of the wicked have wrought,

Ralse a cry within thyself that all the inmates of the cham-
bers of Paradise that are the embodiments of the Eter-
nal Wealth may understand and hearken;

That they may all come down from their everlasting chambers,

And kiss their hands ahd feet for having soared to the heights
of failthfulness,

Perchance they may find from their Robes the fragrance of the
Beloved Onel

~ Baha'i Scriptures, page 253,

Every believer who hath found the Perfume of the Garment in
this Day and turneth with a pure heart toward the Supreme Horizon,
he is mentioned as one of tne followers of Baha upon & red page.

- Baha'i Scriptures, page 259.

0 my Lord, I perceive the fragrance of Thy Garment as Thou
hast approached with Signs and hast honored these countries by Thy
Feet. Blessing be unto Thy people if they know Thee and discover
Thy Fragrance, and woe unto those who sleep!

- Star of the West, Vol. 1V, page 18.

Say, from My Ordinances emanateth the scent of My Garment, and
by them the standards of victory will be hoisted on the tops of
mountains and hills. The Tongue of My Might, in the realm of My
Greatness, hath addressed My creatures, saying: "Follow My Ordi-
nances for the Love of My Perfectioni™

- Star of the West, Vol. 1V, page 298.

Turn thou unto the Kingdom of Oneness and chant thou the verses
of Singleness. Be thou invested with a robe, the embroidery of
which is purlty and sanctity, &fq the woof and warp of which is the
spirituality of the Mighty Lord, so that thou mayest inhale the fra-
grance of the divine rose-garden from the garment of the real Jos-
eph and so divest thyself of the mantle of bodily things that an-
gelhodd and ideal spirituality become realized (in thee).

- Tablets, Vol. 1, page 124,
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Move your tongues to thank the Loving Lord, and employ your-
selves in praising and glorifying the Beauty of the Adored One, for
ye were granted the privilege to be exhilarated from this most pure
cup, and become full of cheer and attraction from this goblet of
wine. Ye have perfumed your nostrils with the fragrance of sanc-
tity, and delighted your senses with the scent of the garment of
Joseph of faithfulness. Ye tasted the honey of devotion from the
hand of the Unique Beloved and partook of the eternal table at the
feast of the blessing of the Presence of the Unity.

- Tablets, Vol. 11, page 371,

Thank ye His Highness the Imcomparable One, that ye have be-
come assisted in the service of the self-subsistent Lord and that
ye are making copies of the Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, spreading them
all around. This service is the most great bounty; for like unto
the messenger from Egypt, ye are sending the garment of the Jodeph
of the Love of God to all directions, so that the fragrance of the
rose-garden of the Kingdom of Abha impart the spirit of life to the
inquirers.

- Tablets, Vol. 111, page 586.

Study Genesis 37+50.
Koran, chapter 12.

Compiled by Doris Goodrick.
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R. C. A. RADIOGRAM.
July 30, 1936.
Bahat'i, New York.

(I) entreat (the) American believers (to) ponder afresh (the)
urgency (to) rededicate themselves (to the) task (of the) complete
fulfillment (of the) Divine Plan. (The) National Assembly's ener-
getic leadership (and) careful planning (are) ineffectual unless
supplemented by vigorous action by every bellever, however humble,
however inexperienced. Time is short. (The) sands (of a) chaotic,
despeiring -ciyilization (are) steadily running out. Founded on
(the) unity (and) understanding so steadily achieved, functioning
within (the) framework (of the) Administrative Order (so) laborious-
1y erected, inspired (by the) vision Eof the) Temple edifice so
nobly reared, galvanized into action (by the) realization (of the)
rapidly-deteriorating world situation, (the) American Baha'i Commun-
ity should rise as never before (to the) height (of the) opportun-
ity now confronting it. Audacity, resolution (and) self-abnegation
(are) imperatively demanded. Impatiently and prayerfully waiting.

Shoghi.
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LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.

April 3, 1935.
The local Spiritual Assemblies of the United States and Canada.
Beloved Bsha'i friends:

A cablegram of the utmost importarice has been received from
the Guardian. Its appeal is directed to each individual Baha'i of
the United States and Canada.

CONTRACT FOR PURCHASE AND TRANSFER TO PALESTINE BRANCH (OF THE)
AMERICAN ENATIONAL SPIRITUAL; ASSEMBLY (OF THE) DUMIT PROPERTY
SITUATED (AT THE) CENTER (OF) AREA DEDICATED TO SHRINES ON MOUNT
CARMEL (HAS BEEN) SIGNED. FOUR YEARS LITIGATION INVOLVING BAHA'I
WORLD'S PETITIONS (TO) PALESTINE HIGH COMMISSIONER (HAS BEEN)
ABANDONED. OWNERS REQUIRE 4000 POUNDS (i.e. about $20,000).

HALF (OF THIS) SUM (IS) AVAILABLE. WILL AMERICAN BELIEVERS UNITEDLY
CONTRIBUTE 1000 POUNDS (i.e. about $5,000) BEFORE END OF MAY AND
REMAINING 1000 POUNDS (i.e. about $5,000) WITHIN NINE MONTHS. AM
COMPELLED APPEAL ENTIRE BODY AMERICAN COMMUNITY SUBORDINATE NATIONAL
INTERESTS OF FAITH TO ITS URGENT PARAMOUNT REQUIREMENTS AT ITS WORLD
CENTER.
. (signed) SHOGHI.

(Received at New York, March 30, 1935)

To this message the following reply was immediately sent:
"American Baha'i community, acclaiming impressive victory which
contributes to future consolidation Divine institutions, will with
one heart fulfil glorious privilege conferred upon it by beloved
Guardian.”

In communicating this apﬁeal to the Baha'i Community, the fol-
lowing brief explanation will reveal the significance of the facts
which Shoghl Effendi has reported.

The "Dumit property" is an area on Mount Carmel which has ser-
iously interfered with the Guardian's plan of safeguarding the vicin-
ity of the Holy Shrines and of preparing the necessary land for the
future construction of important world Baha'i institutions. Held
by an enemy of the Faith, the property has been made tae basis of
law suits against the Guardian throughout tihe period of the last
four years. In July, 1933, at Shoghl Effendi's direction, the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly sent to the High Commissioner at Jerusalem
a petition setting forth the religlous character of the Bzha'i land
on Mount Carmel and appealing for his favorable action on the Baha'i
claims. That petition was not at the time reported to the believers
because the Guardian wished the matter held confidential pending the
final outcome. .
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- Dumit. 2.

Shoghl Effendits cablegram, consequently, means these three
things: first, that a tract of land of paramount importance to the
development of the Baha'i World Center can be acquired; second, that
the law sults which have interrupted that development and been bur-
densome are now & thing of the past; and third, that the Guardian
has made a contract to purchase that area, fulfilment of which re-

uires the American Baha'li community to contribute approximately
5,000 to the Guardian before May 31, 1935, and an additional $5,000
within nine months. -

No Baha'i will overlook the fact that the progress of the Faith
of Baha'u'llah, in its evolution to His World Order, depends upon
the collective capacity of the believers to assist in strengthening
the World Center at Haifa. From that Center, through the Guardian
now and through the Guardian and the Universal House of Justice in
the future, flows outward to the Baha'i community the spiritual in-
spiration and the administrative power which sustains our efforts,
guides our actions and renews our souls.

As Shoghi Effendi declares: "Am compelled appeal entire body
American Community subordinate national interest of Faith to its
urgent, paramount requirement at its World Center."

While humanity plunges blindly forward to a destiny become in-
eviteble, it is our most sacred and glorious privilege, our most
compelling duty to Baha'utllah Himself, to do our part in laying the
foundation firmly, in true love and sacrifice, for the World Order
that is to glve mankind the blessing of the Most Great Peace. '"Ten
years of unceasing turmoil, so laden with anguish, so fraught with
incalculable consequences to the future of civilization, have brought
the world to the verge of calamity too awful to contemplate." (The
Goal of a New World Order, page 10) "Ours, dearly-beloved co-workers,
is the paramount duty to continue with undimmed vision and unabated
zeal, to assist in the final erection of that Edifice the foundation
of which Baha'u'llah has laid in our hearts, to derive added hope
and strength from the general trend of recent events, however dark
their immediate effects, and to pray with unremitting fervor that He
may hasten the approach of the realization of that Wondrous Vision
which constitutes the brightest emanation of His Mind and the fairest
fruit of the fairest civilization the world has yet seen." (The Goal
of a New World Order, paege 28). And addressing the American Baha'is
Shoghi Effendi has written: "In a world writhing with pain and declin-
ing into chaos this community - the vanguard of the liberating forces
of Baha'utllah - succeeded in the years followlng Abdu'l Baha's pass-
ing in raising high above the institutions established by its sister
communities in East and West what may well constitute the chief pil-
lar of that future House - A HOUSE WHICH POSTERITY WILL REGARD AS THF
LAST REFUGE OF A TOTTERING CIVILIZATION." (America and the Most Great
Peace, page 21). )

Such 1s the significance of o.r united effort to fulfil the
Guardian's present appeal.
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Dumit. 3.

Now,  that the matter may proceed with all possible force and
efficiency, will each local Assembly do its utmost to transmit to
the Netional Fund a flow of special donations marked for the Guard—
ian, that our Treasurer, well within the dates fixed in the cable-
gram, -may in turn transmit to Shoghi Effendi the two sums he re-
quires.  For its part, the National Spiritual Assembly will forth-
with meet the problem of reducing i1ts national budget to the lowest
possible amount. Above all, we express the confident hope that all
American Baha'is will take part in this nagnificent enterprise,
this holy and consecrated crusade under our Guardian's banner, even
though in many circumstances the amount given may be only a tiny
sum. What we are building is a true spiritual unity - the material
needs of the Faith will all be met when that unity is attainedl

Yours faithfully,
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY.

N.S.A. to Local Assemblies. ttTTCC
December, 1936,

MESSAGE FROM THE GUARDIAN.

"Will the Assemblies share the following words written by the
Guardian to the N.S.A. on November 14, with the members of the com-
munity. Once more Shoghi Effendi inspires the believers with his
vision of the urgency of teaching."

"The promulgation of the Divine Plan, unveiled by our departed
Master in the darkest days of one of the severest ordeals which hu-
manity has ever experienced, is the key which Providence has placed
in the hands of the American believers whereby to unlock the doors
leading them to fulfil their unimaginably glorious Destiny. As the
proclamation of the Message reverberates throughout the land, as its
resistless march gathers momentum, as the field of "its operation

. widens, and the numbers of its upholders and champions multiply, its

potentialities will correspondingly unfold, exerting a most benefi-~
cent influence, not only on every community throughout the Baha'i
world, but on the immediate fortunes of a travailing society. The
repercussions of this campaign are already apparent in Europe, India,
Egypt, Iraq and even among the sorely tried communities in Persia
and Russia. The Faith of God is gaining in stature, effectiveness
and power. Not until, however, the great enterprise which you are
now conducting runs its full course and attains its final objective,
at its appointed $ime, can its world encompassing benefits be fully
apprehended or revealed. The perseverence of the American believers
will, no doubt, ensure the ultimate realization of these benefits."

sesccscsene -0
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BULLETIN -
Issued by the National Spiritual Assembly. November 1936.

FH TSI SR TR IR SRR S ¥

The Spiritual Assemblies are requested to present to the Baha'i
Community the following cablegram received from the Guardian, Oct.29.

AMERICAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY - Care BAHA'I, NEW YORK.

OVERJOYED, UNSPEAKABLY GRATEFUL (FOR) AMERICAN BELIEVERS!' SIGNAL
RESPONSE (TO) MY REITERATED APPEAL. (THE) INAUGURATED CAMPAIGN EIS)
FRAUGHT (WITH) CONSEQUENCES INVOLVING (THE) IMMEDIATE DESTINIES (OF
THE) AMERICAN COMMUNITY. (THE) SHADOWS ENCIRCLING SORE-TRIED HUMAN
SOCIETY (ARE) NOTICEABLY DEEPENING. (THE) WORLD CRISIS (IS) INEXO-
RABLY MOVING TOWARDS CLIMAX, CHALLENGING (THE) TORCH BEARERS (OF)
BAHA'I CIVILIZATION (TO) SCALE LOFTIER HEIGHTS (OF) INDIVIDUAL HE-
ROISM, (TO) SCATTER MORE WIDELY THROUGHOUT (THE) LENGTH (AND) BREADTH
(OF THE) AMERICAN CONTINENTS, (TO) PARTICIPATE MORE STRENUOUSLY (IN)
CONCERTED EFFORT ORGANIZED BY NATIONAL, REGIONAL (AND) LOCAL AGENCIES
DEDICATED (TO THE) PROSECUTION (OF) NOBLE ENTERPRISE, (TO) POUR

FORTH MORE ABUNDANTLY (THEIR) RESOUCES IN SUPPORT (OF THE) FUND
CREATED FOR ITS FURTHERANCE, (AND) RESOLVE MORE DETERMINEDLY (TO)
CONQUER WHATEVER OBSTACLES MIGHT RETARD ITS ULTIMATE FRUITION.

(THE) DAWN BREAKERS (IN) PREVIOUS AGE HAVE ON PERSIAN SOIL SIGNALIZED
BY THEIR ACTS (THE) BIRTH (OF THE) FAITH OF BAHA'U'LLAH. MIGHT NOT
AMERICAN BELIEVERS, THEIR SPIRITUAL DESCENDANTS, PROVE THEMSELVES

IN TURN CAPABLE (OF) USHERING IN ON WORLD SCALE THE CIVILIZATION OF
WHICH THAT FAITH IS (THE) DIRECT SOURCE AND SOLE BEGETTER.

SHOGHI.

What more empahtic could be than this warning of world crisis,
this assurance of the destiny of the Faith? During these coming
days, as we gather together for the Anniversary of Baha'u'llah, for
the Day of the Covenant, and for the Ascension of Abdu'l Baha, as
well as for thé Nineteen Day Feasts, may we individually and collec-
tively pray for a thousand times greater power to promote His Cause.
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A Tablet tc a believer regarding the duties of all the Baha'is.

HE IS GOD!
O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received and its contents became evident. It was
an indication of a prayer and supplication and a proof of attraction
and enkindlement. Happy is thy condition that thou art in this state
and in this firmness.

0.thou daughter of the Kingdom! The Lord of the Kingdom and the
Sun of Truth has sent forth a splendor and effulgence upon the world
and the universe. All thne contingent things found life and existence
from the rays of that Effulgence, entered and became manifest in the
Arena of Belng. Therefore, all the objective phenomena are as sur-
faces of mirrors upon which the Sun of Truth has cast the rays of the
Outpouring of Bounty. All these surfaces (different stages of life)
are mirrors reflecting the rays of the Sun of Truth. The Outpouring
is the One Outpouring, and the Effulgence is the One Effulgence.
These complex and diversified mirrors are different from each other.
Some of them are in a state of the utmost purity and clearness, re-
flecting the rays of the Sun of Truth, and the Effulgence of the Lum-
inary is manifest and visible in them. On the other hand there are
mirrors full of dust and dark, consequently they are deprived and
bereft of any radiation.

The believers of God are the translucent mirrors, who, with the
utmost purity and clearness, are reflecting the rays of the Orb of
reglions. Other communities are bedarkened and bedimmed like unto a
stone and adesmant. This condition is especlally true of the people
of hostility, animosity, oporession and tyranny, and the fanastical

- ones, who, on account of the accumulation of dust (prejudice) have

become like unto the black stone, into which the rays of the sun do
not penetrate and from which no light radiates.

Now we must not consider nor recognize these mirrors, which are
deprived of every gift, as strangers and foreigners; neither should
we speak of or know them as enemies or savages; nay, rather, must we
recognize them as the members of oir body, showing them love and af-
fection; not as strangers but as associates; not as foreigners but as
friends. One must become engaged in their training and education,
sympathize with them and show pity to them, and lead them into the
Heavenly characteristics, in order that the accumulated dust may dis-
appear from the surfaces of those mirrors and the shining rays of the
Sun of Truth radiate from them. ’

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Beware! Beware! Be ye not a
stranger to anyone, even if he be the lowest of savages on the face
of the earth and knows nothing of God, or even if he be an enemy.
Desire ye his association, aspire ye for his freedom and long ye for
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Duties of all Bahat'is, cont.

his perfection, in order that hatred and dissensions, animosities
and oppressions, cruelties and tyrannies, brutalities and falsehoods,
pride and transgressions may be removed from among mankind, the uni-
verse become the Paradise of Abha, the world be transformed into the
Kingdom of Heaven, the human race become angels and the individuals
of the world of humanity become-the manifestors of the Favors of the
Glorious Lord. This is the perfection of the human world. This is
the Divine Guidance of the Almighty.

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Display ye the utmost charity
toward the poor, the orphans and the helpless ones of all communities
and nations and have ye for them exceeding consideration. Serve ye
them like unto the real servants. Know ye them as excellent persons,
and count yourselves day and night the thralls of mankind.

0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Know thou that supplication
and prayer is the Water of Life. It is the cause of the vivifica-
tion of existence, and endows glad-tidings and joy to the souls.
Show thou attention to this matter as far as thou canst, and summon
others to prayer and supplication.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
(signed) Abdu'l Baha Abbas.
Translated by Mirza Ahmad Espahani.

Washing, D. C.
December 14, 1916.

The Promulgation of Universal Peace. Page 185.
Words spoken by Abdu'l Baha, June 15, 1912, New York City.

"I desire dilstinction for you. The Baha'is must be distin-
guished from others of humanity. But this distinction must not
depend upon wealth - that they should become more affluent than
other people. I do not desire for you financial distinction. It
is not an ordinary distinction I desire; not scientific, commercial,
industrial distinction. For you I desire spiritual distinction;
that is, you must become eminent and distinguished from all else.

You must become distinguished for loving humanity; for unity and
accord; for love and justice. In brief, you must become distin-
guished in all the virtues of the human world; for faithfulness and
sincerity; for justice and fidelity; for firmness and steadfastness;
for philanthropic deeds and service to the human world; for love to-
ward every human being; for unity and accord with all people; for re-
moving prejudices and promoting universal peace. Fihally, you must
become distinguished for heavenly illumination and acquiring the be-
stowals of God. I desire this distinction for gou. This must be the
point of distinction among you."
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PROMISES OF WHAT WE WILL ACHIEVE IF WE LIVE THE LIFE.

Set aside every mention save the mention of God and abandon
everything save the divulgence of the Testament, be attracted by
the magnet of the Covenant that thou mayest see the triumph of the
angels of the King of the Kingdom and tne valor of the hosts of
Might. By the Life of the Lord! the invincible power will indeed
strengthen, the HOLY SBIRIT will speak in thy mouth, the word of
God will be revealed in thy heart, the sound of the trumpet of the
Lord will gladden thee, the light of unity will shine from thy brow,
the doors of success and prosperity will be opened upon thy face and
the secrets of the Holy Books will be unfolded.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 160)

The truth I say unto you: "Verily, the Supreme Concourse will
utter praise unto you, because ye forsook the desires of self, were
illumined by the light of guidance, clothed yourselves with the gar-
ment of sanctity and called in the Name of El-Baha among the people.
Verily, ye shall reap what ye sow and obtain the fruits of what ye
plant. This is a pre-ordained fact."

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 12)

Surely a day will come when all thy desires will be attained
and God will answer all that which thou hast prayed for in thy heart
and I beg of Him to make all that which thou hast longed for long
ago, very attainable. Then thy heart will be overflowed with joy
on account of such great bounty.

(Tablets of AbdulL Baha, Vol. 1, page 122)

If thou wilt employ thyself in the service (of the Cause of God)
the past losses will be recovered and all the troubles will be set-
tled. This is & manifest truth.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol. 1, pages 158, 15¢

It is incumbent upon tnee to be firm in the Covenant and to
stand up and serve the religion of God. Verily, this is the MAGNET
of confirmation and assistance, the attracter of all success and the
leader of hosts of gifts.

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol. 1, page 172)
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LAST TALK GIVEN BY ABDU'L BAHA.

At the House of Abdu'l Baha.
(j) Haifa, Palestine.

November 18, 1921.

Talk given by Abdu'l Baha at the regular six o'clock evening
meeting, called "The Persian Meeting", with Mr. John D. Bosch of
Geyserville, California, present - the only one present from a
foreign country among sixty friends who met at this time - just nine
days before the Ascension of Abdu'l Baha, in fact, this was the last
public talk given by Abdu'l Baha in the Persian Meeting when an
Americen sttended, before His Ascension.

V(Inﬁérpréted by Mirza Mohammed Ali Afnan. Taken down in Persian
by Dr. Lotfullah Hakim.)

Abdu'l Baha opened the meeting by saying to Mr. Bosch:

"Although you are -here with these assembled friends and can
not speak with them nor they with you, yet you speak with one another
through the heart. The language of the heart is even more expressive
than the language of the tongue and is more truthful and has wider
reach and a more potent effect."

Mr. Bosch said: "This is a wonderful spiritual experience,
to be here with the friends."

Abdu'l Baha said: "rhen lovers meet it may be that they can not
exchange a single word, yet with their hearts they speak to one anoth-
er. Thus do the clouds speak to the earth and the rain comes down;
the breezes whisper to the trees; the sun speaks to the eyes of men.
Although this is not actual speech, yet this is the way in which the
hearts of the friends talk together. It is the harmony between two
persons and this harmony is of the hearts. For instance, you were
in America and I was in the Holy Land; although our lips were still,
yet with our hearts we were conversing together. The friends here
love you very much. They have a real attachment for you although
with the tongue they can not express it."

Mr. Bosch said: "I am very glad. I love them too."
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Bosch. 2.

Abdu'l Baha said: "If this love is real and true, if it is
from the heart, it will characterize itself by self-sacrifice. When
the attachment is superficisl, friends do not sacrifice themselves
even to the extent of a hair's breadth. His Holiness Christ LOVED
both His disciples and believers to such an extent thet He Sacrificed
His Life for them. His Holiness the Supreme (the Bab) LOVED the
friends to such an extent that He have His Life for them. The Blessec
Beauty (Baha'u'llah) LOVED the friends to such an extent that for
their sakes He accepted & thousand difficulties and afflictions.
He was banished from place to place. His properties were confiscated.
He gave &ll - His family, His relatives, His possessions. He accept-
ed imprisonment, chains and fetters. His Holy Person was imprisoned
in the fortress of Akka until the last moment of His Life.  He was
rade to suffer more calamities, afflictions and difficulties than
could be enumerated. He had not an hour's comfort. He was continu-
ally under the greatest hardships &and ordeals. What great perse-
cutions He endured from His enemies! What great afflictions He bore
from His own relatives! He accepted all these trials for our sakes
so that He might educate us, so that He might make us illumined, so
that He might make us Heavenly, so tnat He might change our charac-
ter, change our lives, so that He might illumine our inmost self.
All these troubles He accepted for our sakes. He did indeed sacri-
fice His Life for us. This love is the real LOVE. This is the inner
attachment and the genuine friendship. This is the love which sacri-
fices one's 211, one's 1life. This is the reality of love. He accept-
ed all these troubles. e

"Al1l this can not be accomplished by merely talking. It can not
be done by saying: 'I love you' or 'How is your health! or 'You are
my -beloved! or 'You are esteemed'. This is not love. This is attach-
ment that will break in the testing. This is why one sees persons
associating with one another, apparently friends, expressing the
greatest praise for one another, appearing to be enreptured with one
another. Each seems to sacrifice himself for the other, but when
they part they become as strangers. This is humen love, it is not
spiritual love; it is not divine love; it has no real foundation and
in the time of testing it will fail and disappear.

"If you should go to Persia and mingle with the friends there
and should be in the house of the friends and people should come to
take you, to kill you, you would then witness how the owner of the
house would sacrifice himself for you. He would sacrifice himself
for you rather than allow even one hair of your head -to be hurt.

THIS IS LOVE! It has happened often in Persia that the friends have
sacrificed themselves for one another. This has happened many times.
This Love is the LOVE OF GOD.
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Bosch. ; 3.

"The King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martyrs were two souls
who were greatly honored among the people. They were wealthy.
They were extremely comfortable. The people pillaged their property
They put them in chains. They put them in prison. The Shah of
Persia decreed that they should be killed; that they should either
deny their feith or be killed. The notables came to them and ad-
vised them to renounce their faith. The friends came and advised
them; even the government advised them to recant so that they might
save their lives. But they would not deny. They continued to cry
aloud: 'YA BAHA EL ABHA!! (0 Thou Glory of the Most Glorious!) And
so they were martyred.

"This i1s the Love of God! This is the Love of the heart!

"THIS IS DIVINE LOVEIM

cecicecne

-..A PRAYER...
OUR ASSISTANCE IS -THE ASSISTANCE OF THE BLESSED PERFECTION.
~ IF ALL THE WORLD SHOULD BE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST US WE

WOULD STILL POSSESS THIS AND ALL THE WORLD COULD NOT TAKE IT AWAY
FROM US.

IT IS A WEAPON TO FIGHT WITH FOREVER AND EVER AND WITH IT
WE WILL ALWAYS BE VICTORIOUS.

IT IS A SWORD WHICH CAN NEVER BE DULLED, A MAGAZINE WHICH WILL
ALWAYS BE FULL.

ABDU'L BAHA.

teececucnresesnanses
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LESSON 10. -

"In this DAY all things call unto you and invite you unto the
Lord, while ye are intoxicated with the wine of haughtiness that ye
have not become conscious even for a moment. The ear is to harken
unto My Voice, and the eye is to behold My Beauty. Harken unto it
and be ye thereby warned.”

no Abdul Houssein} God willing, thou wilt be confirmed and
bear unto the people (the Jews) the Glad-Tidinge of what was form-
erly revealed in the Divine Books. For this Glad-Tidings is similer
to the Water of Life for the dead of the worid. .Blessed are they
who drink thereof and woe unto those who are deprivedi"

nSgy: In this DAY thne CITY OF GOD hath appeared and is seen
in full adornment. This is the CITY wherein the GOD OF ALL 18 be-
come manifest. Reflect upon the words of John, wherein he hath pro-
phesied of the HOLY CITY: 'And I saw no temple taerein, for the Lord
God Almighty and the LAMB are the Temple of It. And the CITY had
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine im It, for ta
GLORY OF GOD (BAHA'U'LEAH) did: lighten It!', and so on." .

nTake the rod of resignation in the name of GOD and guide the
erring pe-ple, with entire seversnce, to the GREAT CITY OF GOD, that
peradventure the wanderers may attain to the real native land and
the blind ones receive discerning sight. Verily, He is Powerful to
do that whieh He willeth, all things are in tae grasp of His Power.
Verily, He is the Mightyl"
(Tablet to the Jews, Bu.a'li Scriptures, page 116)

nFor the Glory of God did lighten it." Consider in connection
with these words the following quotations from the Bible, which add
i1llumination to the Splendor of our subjects

nand one eried unto another: Holy! Holy! is the Lord of Hosts.
The whole earth is full of His Gloryl"

"Lift up your heads, O ye gates, ahd be ye lifted up, O ye
everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come ln. ¥ho is the
King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts. He is the King of Glorxy."

npnd there was given Him Dominion and Glory and & Kingdom that
all people. nations and languages should serve dim. His Dominion
is an everlasting Dominion which shall not pass away and His Kingdom
that whiech shall mot be destroyed.” SFron the Book of Daniel, refer-
ring to the "Ancient of Days" or Baha utllah,)

Abdu'l Bsha has said: "The Name of GOD which Christ gave to
His disciples was the Name of the Kingdom of Baha'u'lleh. It was the
same spirituslly, but it was a Name that was never propounced., All
the Bible was written for Bahatu'llah, Everywhere, "Lord of Hosts"
refers to the Manifestation.”
A (Bahe'i Scriptures, page 444)

v
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LESSON 10. 4.

And Baha'u'lleh has said: "Say: the Books were not revealed
save for My Celebration, wherefrom every advancer will find the per-
fume of My KName and praise; and he wno openeth the hearing power of
his heart will hear from every word (of the Books), 'Lo, the truth
hath come, and He is indeed the Beloved of tne wovidl.'"

(Baha'i scriptures, page 96)

How clear it 1s then that the "Light thereof" of the Holy City,
the New Jerusalem, as seem by John was the "Glory of God", Bahatutlla:

Furthermore, Bzha'u'llah has written, "0 Sheikh! The Cause
i3 so great and aiSO the News! Meditate with clear insight and keen-
ness upon the clear texts, tne Suprewe Words, and that which nath
been manifested in these days, that thou mayest discover the hidden
Mysterles in the Books, and to the uttermost exert thine emergy in
guiding the people."”

"Hear with thy real hearing the declaration of Jeremiah: 1Alas,
for verily that DAY is great, 80 that none is like it!' If thou
shouldst look and reflect with the sight of equity thou wilt immedi-
ately recognize tne greatness of this DAY. Hear the Voice of this
Adviser, the 4ll-Knowing and let not thy soul be excluded from the
Mercy of God, which anticlipated all existencé ~ of the seen and the
unseen."

"Hear what Duvid chapted: 'Who will bring me unto the forti-
fied CITY®?" (Psalms 108; 18§

"0 Sheikh! Read what Isaiah hath announced in His Book: !Q
thou that bringest good tidings to Zlon, get thee up into the high
mountainl O thou thut telleth good tidings to Jeruseleml Lift up
thy volce with strength: be not zfraid. Say unto the cities of Ju-
dahg Behold your GOD! Behold, the Lord God will come with Power and
His Arm shell rule for Himy! (Isaiah 403 &, 10) In this DAY all the
Signs (references) are disclosed and fulfilled, The Great City hath
descended from heaven and Zion is revivified and rejolced by the ap-
pearance of the MANIFESTATION OF GOD; and it hath heard the Voice
of God from all directions and places,."

"Amos said: Verlly, the Lord will rezr from Zion and utter His
voice from Jerusalem, and the habitation of the shepherds shall
mourn and the top of Carmel shall withdraw,"

(Amos 13 2)

"Carmel in the Books of God is termed "The Heap of God", "The
Vine of God" and sometimes the Heap of Wilderness (bewilderment);
and this is the Station of the Bounty of the Manifestation., The
Tent of Glory was ralsed upon it (Carmel) in tnese days: Blessed are
those who advancel' Also it was recorded: 'Our Lord shall come, and
shall not keep silence.!"
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LESSON 10. S.

"In the Beyan the BAB hath written: tVerily, He (Bahatu'llah)
is the One who pronounceth in all conditions and oreateth the winds
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth. The LORD, the GOD
OF HOS8TS, is His Name.!'"

nIgaiah said: 'And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that DAY'
(Isaiah 23 11) And concerning the greatness of the Mznifestation
he (Isaiah) said: 'Enter into the rock and hide thee in the dust
for fear of the Lord and the Baha of His Majesty.! (Isaiah 23 19)
'The wildermess and the desert shall rejoice erd blossom as the Pose.
Tt shall blossom abundantly and rejoice even with joy and singing
the glory of Lebenon shell be given unto it, the Raha of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the excellency of the Lord and the Raha of
our God.t" (1saish 353 1, £)

nThese expressiocns need no interpretation. They are clear

1ike the sunshine, and like the light gleaming and radiating.”
(Tsblet to the Oriental Jews, Baha'i Scriptures, page(lEO)

WORDS OF ABDU'L BAHA.

nWe are told in the Holy Scriptures that the NEW JERUSALEM
shall appear on earth. Now it is evident that this celestial ecity
is not bullt of materisl stones and mortar, but that it is a city
made not with hands, Eternal in the Heavens."

nThis is a prophetic Symbol - meaning the coming agein of the
Teaching to enlighten the hearts of men., It i1s long since this Holy
Guidance has governed the lives of humanity, But now, at last, the
Holy City of the NBW JERUSALEM has ooxe again to the world, It has
appeared anew under sn Eastern sky; from the hroigon of Persia has
its effulgence arisen to be a Light to lighten the whole world. We
see in these deys thw fulfillment of Divire Prophecy. Jerusalem
nad disappeared, the Heavenly City was destroyed, not %o be rebuilt.
It was raged to the ground, But now its walls and pinnacles have
been restored and are towering aloft in their rene-ed and glorious
beauty. In the Western world material prosperity has triumphed
while in the East the Spiritual Sun has shone forth."

"To you who seek the TRUTH, the Revelation of Baha'utllah will
come a3 & great Joy! This toaohing is of the Spirit, in it 1is no
precept which is not of the Divine Spirit.”

nThe greatest Power of the Holy Spirit exists in the Divine
Manifestations of Truth. Through the Power of the Spirit the Heav-
enly Teaching has been brought into the world of humanity. Through
the Power of the Spirit, Life Everlasting has come to the children
of men. Through the Power of the Spirit the Divine Glory has shobe
from Fast tc West and .through the same Spirit will the Divine Virtues
of humanity become manifest.”

Be#H Y35



LESSON 10. 6.

"our greatest effort must be directed towards detachment from
the things of the world; we must strive to become more spiritual,
more luminous, to follo¥ the Counsel of the Divine Teaching, to serve
the Cause of Unity and true Equality, to be merciful; to reflect the
Love of the Highest on &ll mwen, so that the light of the Spirit shell
be apparent in all our deeds, to the ernd thzt all humenity shall be

" upified, the stormy sea thereof cslmed, &nd all rough waves disappear

from off the surface of L.fe'c ocezn henceforta unruffled &nd pezce-
ful. Then will tne NEVW JERUSALBY be secn by mankind, who will enter
through Its Gates &nd receive the Divine Bounty."

(Paris Talks)

Jerusalem wes trodden under foot and dishonmored, but the Holy
of Holles wes preserved, nuarded and respected, and these events
continued untlg 1260 (muncmmeden time, 1844 Christian time) and as
the ,ericd of 1260 years bas expired, Jerusalem, the loly City, is now
beginning to become prosperous, populcus apd flourishing. Any one
who saw Jerusalem sixty yeers sgo snd who sees it now, will recognize
how flourishing snd populous it has become and how 1t i1s again hon-
ored, This is the outward meaning of the verses of the 1llth Chppter
of Reveletion, but they have another and symbolie sense which i3 as
follows: 'The law of God is divided into two purts, ome 1s tne funda-
mental basis which comprises &ll spiritizl things, that is to say it
refers to spirituzl virtues and divine qualities, tnl. does not change
or alter; it is the Holy of Holies wnich is the :ssence of the Law
of Adam, Noan, Abraham, Moses, Christ, Huhemmed, the Bab and Rahalu~
t1lah, and which lasts and 1s sstablished in all the Pruphetic Cycles.
It will never be abrogated, for it is spiritusl and not material Truth
it is Faith, Knowledge, Justice, Picty, Righteousness, Trustworltiiness
Love of God, Inward Peace, Purity, Detachment, Humility, Meekness,
patience &nd Cinstancy. It shows mercy to the poor, defends the
wretched, gives to the appressed, and uplifts tue fallsen., These
Divine Qualities, these Bternzl Commindments will rever de zbolished;
nay, they will last and will be renewed in sich of tne different cy-
oles, for st the end of every Cycle the Spiritual Law of God, thzat
is to szy the humsn virtues, siszppezr and only the form subslists."

Briefly, what is meant by the term "Holy of Holies" is that
Spiritusl Law which will never be modified, altered, or ebrozated
and the Holy City means tie material law waich way be abrogated, and
this material law which is described as the Holy City was trodden
under foot for 1260 years.

THE SPIRITUAL NE¥ JERUSALEY.

Ve have before explained that what was most frequently meant
by the Holy City, the Jerusalem of God, which 1is mentioned in the
Holy Books, is the Law of Gods It is compared to z Bride, sometimes
to Jerusalsm, and again to the New deaven and New Earth. Soiin
Revelation Ei: 1, 2, 3, St. John said: "And I saw a new heaven and a
new earthj for the first heaven and the first earth has passed away,
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end there was no more sea. And I, John, saw the Holy City, the NEW
JERUSALEM, coming down from God out of heaven, preparsd as a Bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a voice out of Heaven sayingi
Behold, the Tabernacle of GOD is witn men, and He will dwell with
them and they shall be His people and GOD HIMSELF shall be with them,
and be thelr God." Kotice how clear and svident it 18 that the first
heaven and earth signify the foruer law. For it is said that the
"firat haaven cni the first earth are passed away and there shall

be no more Sea"; that is to say that tae earth 1s a plece of judg-
ment, and on this sarth of Judgment tn:re 1s no more seaj meaning
that the Teachings and the Law of God will entirely spread over the
earth and &ll men will entar the Cause of God, and the earth will

be completsly inhabited by believers; thersfore taere will be no more
sez, for the dwslling-place and abods of men is dry land. In other
words at that epoch the Fleld of that Law will become tue Pleasure~
ground of man. Such earth is solid, tne feet do not slip upon it.
The Law cf God 1is also dascribed as the Holy City, the NEW JERUSALEM.
It is evident that the New Jerusalem shich descends from heaven is
not & city of stone, mortar, brinks, earth and wood. It is the Law
of God whlch descends from Haeven and is called New; for it is clear
that Jerusazlew wiich 18 of stone and earth does not descend from
Heaven snd that it is not "renewed" but that which 1s renewed is the
Lew of God.

The Lew of God is also compared to an edorned bride wMo appears
with most beautiful ornanents, as it is said, Revelation £1i I,
John, saw the Holy City, the NEW JERUSALEY, coming down from God out
of heaven, prepared s & BRIDE adorned for her husband."

TWELVE FOUNDATION STOKES,

The twelve foundation stones of tne lew Jerusalem seen by St.
John, FPAnd I, John, saw tne Holy City, tne New Jerusalem, coming
down from Heaven, prepared &8 a Bride adorned for her hulﬁand. And
I hezrd a Gr:aat Volce out of Heaven, saying: Behold the Tabernacle
of GOD 1s with men and Je shall dwell with them and they shall be His
people snd GOD HIMSELF shall be with them and be their God."

tAnd he osrried me away in spirlt to & great and high mountain
and showed me a great City, the Holy Jerusalem; descending out of

/ Heaven from God, and her Light was like a stone most precious ever 1lik

a Jasper stone clear as crystal.”

"And the foundations of the wall of tne City were garnished
with a2ll manner of prescious stones. The first foundation was Jas-
pers the seeond, Bapphirej the third, Chalecedony; the fourth, Eme-
rald; the fifth, Sardomyxj the sixth, Sardius; the seventh, éhrle-
lyte; the eighth, Beryl) the ninth, 50;-:; the tenth, Chrysoprasus;
the eleventh, Jaointh, the twelfth, an Amethyst.®
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LE8SSON 10. 7.

"A1l the nations of them which sre saved shall walk im the
Light of It; end Kings of the earth do bring thelr Glory and Jonor
into It."

These twelve founda-ion stones muy be compared to0 the Twelve
Bzhat'i Basic Principles} whioch are taxen from tne New Dook of Laws
revealed by Brhafutllah, and from tue foundation of the New Jerusa~-
lem. Of these principles Abdu'l Baha has saidy

"The teachings of Bzha'ulllah will give to he.rts tue necessary
impulse for bestowing Eternzl Life and will causé the Breegze of the
Holy Spirit t> blow upon you, so that with & single heart you will
return to God.®

"Today the promulgation of the Ideal Principles of Bahafu'llah
which are manifestly recorded in the Books, is tue Opirit of this
Age 2nd the Cause of the reclization of Assistunce and Confirmation
of whosoever holdeth faat to them. In whatsosver enterprise they
engage tiiey will find the doors of Mlght and Power fiung open before
thelr faces. Kis Holiness Bsha'tulllah has said: tVerily we gaze upon
thee from My Abhs Kingdom (Eorizon), and shall come to the assistance
of him who hag risem to the service of Ly Cause with tihc phalanxes
of the Supreme Concourse ond the lecion of chosen and favored angels.’
Thus the diffusion of the Divine Frazgrances is, above &ll, thes most
important matter. I very much desire that thou shouldst visit the
Holy Land snd thus to meet tliee, but TEACHIKG standing above every-
thing else.® T:blet $o EKartha Root.)

"The printiples of Baha'ufllah must be studied carefully one
by one until they are understood and realized in mind and hecrt;
then you will become strong followers of the Lightj truly Spirituel,
Beavenly Soldiers of God, acquiripg and spreading the true Civiliza«
tion throughout the world. Tuhis will be the Paradise which is to
come on eartn (the New Jerusaleu) wherein all wankind will gather
together und:r the Tent of Unity in the Kingdow of GLORY,Y"

"0 thou yecrner after the Kingdoml Esch Manifestation is the
Heart of tine world and the proficient Puysician of every patient.
The world of humanity is sick, but that skiliful Physician hath the
healing remedy and He bostowo%h Divine Teachings, Exhortations and
Advices hich are the Remedy of every allment and the dressimg for
every wound. Undoubtedly the Wise Physiclan dlscovereth the needs

| of every patient at every season ani presaribeth suitable medicine.

Therefore when thou wilt compare the Teachings of the HSeauty of ABHA
with the requisitions and necessities of the present time, thou wilt
conclude that they are to the sick dbody of the world tae swift heal-
ing antidote; nay, rather, they are the remedy producing everlasting
health. The prescription of the proficient physicians of the past
and the future will mot be the s&mat nay, rataner, they #ill de in ae-
cord with the &ilment of the patient. Aithough the medicine is chang-
ed, yet sll of these changes are for the purpose of healing the sick.
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In former dispemsaiions, the siock body of the world could not bear
the strong &nd overpowering recedies. Thet 1s why His Holiness Chris
saids 'I heve many things to say unto you, but ye cznnot bear them
now. Horbeit, when Zs, the Spirit of the Comforter, who 1s sent by
the Father, is cowme, He will gulide you intc zll Truth.'! Therefore,
in this Age of Ligh%s, apecific Teuchings have bscome Universal, in
order that the out-pouring of the llerciful Ome environ both thz Bast
and the 'est, the Onensss of the Kingdom of humenity become manifest
and the luminosity of Truth enlighten tie world of consclousness.
The descent of the WEW JERUSALEM is the Heavenly Relizion which se-
cures the prosper.ty of the human world, and is the Effulgence of
the Illusmination of the Realm of God..... The Confirmations of the
Holy Spirit ure desesnding unintsrruptedly. The ®ower of the Word
shall penetrate in such wise that {he Letter wlll becoms tuz reflec-
tive mlrror of tiie Sun of the WORD, and the radiation of the Lights

f tie WORD shall illuminats theo whole earth. 3ut the Feavenly Je-
m shich is estadblished upon the apex of the world and the Holy
of Holies of the Almighty, which hath hoisted Its Banner, comprehen-
deth and includeth in it all the Perfections znd Teachings of sll the
formsr Dispemsations. Likesise, il 1s @ Hnerald of the Oneness o
The world of husaniby, ti.@ “asign of Universal Peace, tie Spirit of
Fternel Life, the Lights of Divine Perfections, the surrounding be-
dtowals of toe realm of existence, the adorument and “rundeur of the

#orld of ersation, znd the cause Of the Tranzuility of Humankind,"
(Baha'i Scriptures, page 436)

Fhen in London, Ablu!l Dalia wrote in the 0ld Bidle in the City
Temple, where He first spoke in public:

This Book is the Holy 3ook of God and of Celestial Inspira-~
tion. It is the Bible of Salvation, the nodble Cospal. It is the
Mystery of the Kingdom ani Its Lizht. It is tie Divire Tounty apd
the Sign of the Guldance of God."

From this Book of "Divine Guidsnoce™ we hzvs vezd in Fevelation
21t "And I sew a New Heaven and z le® Turthy for the first hezven
and the first ezrth were passed away and there was no more sez,®

®tnéd I, John, ssw the Holy City, the New Jerusslem, coming
down from Goé cut of heaven prepared as = brice sdornmed for her hus-
band., Anc I hezrd a great wolce out of Heaven szyings Behold, the
Tabernecle of Ood is with men and Ee shzll dwell with them and they
shell be His people ani God Eimself shall be with ther snd be their
GoD. "

nind he carried me away in sgirit to & great and high moun~
tain, and shoved me & great City, the Holy Jerusalem descendimg out
of heaven from God, having the City of Cod; amd her Light was like
& stone most precious even like & Jasper stome clear as crystal,”
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"And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished
with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was Jas-
per; the second, Sapphire; the third, Chalcedony; the fourth, Fme-
rald; the fifth, Sardonyxj the sixth, Sardiusj the seventh, Chry-
solyte; the eighth, Beryl; the ninth, Topaz; the tenth, Chrysopra-
sus; the twelfth, Amethyst."

"And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the
Light of it} and the Kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honor into it."

In explanation of this vision of St. John's, Abdu'l Baha has
said: "What is most frequently meant by the Holy City, the New
Jerusalem of God, which is mentioned in the Holy Book, is the Law
of God. It is compared to a bride, and sometimes to the New Jeru-
salem, and again to a New Heaven and a New Earth.”

"Note how clear and evident it is that the first heaven and
earth signify the former Lawj for it is said that the first heaven
and earth have passed away and there i1s no kore sea; meaning that
the Teachings and the Law of God will emtirely cover the earth and
all men will enter the Cause of God and the earth will be completely
inhabited by believers; therefore there will be no more sea, for
the dwelling place of man is dry landj ®n other words at that epoch
the field of that Law will become the pleasure-ground of men. Such
earth is solid and the feet do not slip upon it."

"The Law of God 1s also deseribed as the Holy City, the New
Jerusalem. It is evident that the New Jerusalem which descended
from heaven is not a eity of stone and mortar, bricks and earth and
wood., It is the Law of God, which descends from heaven and is call-
ed New; for it is clear that the Jerusalem which is stone and earth
does not descend from heaven, and that it is not renewed, but that
which is renewed is the Law of God."

From this we leerm that in each Divine Manifestation, or Cycle,
a New Book of Laws is givem unto man by God; through His Chosen One,
or Prophet, and these Laws are both spiritual and material, constitut-
ing the New Heaven and the New Earth, according to the evolution of
mankind at that particular time.

We are now living in the day of the fulfillment of St. Johnts
revelatiogy and the Divine Law of the New Day has been revealed to

“man through Baha'u'llahi God's latest Manifestation. This New Book

of Laws is the New Jeruldlem, and 1t is being built upon the sure
foundation of the Word of God.

TheEe are Twelve Basic Prinsiples upon which this New Jerusa-
lem rests and which are most remarkable as correlated to the twelve
foundation stones of the New Jerusdlem of St. John's vision &8s re-
gards their spiritual significances and their colors, for they are

Bew yss v



-~

LEBSON 10. 11.

spiritual symbols and not materiasl stones, as Abdu'l Baha has ‘gaid.
Let us consider them in this light.

The first Basic Principle:t The oneness of the world of hu-
manity. "Hands may be white, black, yellow or brown, but the hue
of the heart is one.®

The first Foundation Stone: the Jasper. It is & clear red
like the hue of the human heart.

The second Basic Principle: The independent investigation of
Truth. All must be free to seck out Truth in their own way.

The second Foundation stonet the Sapphire; which is a clear
blue, "true blue" and the color of faith, inspilration, loyalty and
truth. Man must be free to soar in this "dome" of heaven's blue
and loyal to & truth when he finda it.

The third Basic Principle: The foundation of all religions
is one. Each Revelator has given the same "NRew Heaven" and fiNew
Earth", but wan has polluted and misrepresented these Divine Laws
In reality they are all one.

The third Foundation Stonet the Chalcedonyy whieh is pure
white, of which Abdu'l Beha has said, "While white is apparent; yet
in it is hidden and concealed the seven colors, In white all colors
are brothers and sisters.® W¥hite is the symbol of purity, and in
its origin each religion is pure; and a brother to every pther reli-
gion, for all Truth is One.

The fourth Basic Prineiples Religion must be the souree of
Unity. If it is not, its non-beilng is better than its being.

The fourth Foundation Stone: the Emerald; whieh 4s green.
Green 1s the color of Harmony and Unity; there is mo color known
that green will not harmonire with; as the green foliage blends
with every hued flower. It is the ecolor of immortality and also of
huwility. .

The fifth Baslic Principle: 8Science and religion must be
united. Neither must deny the other.

The fifth Foundation Stone: the Sardonyx. This stone is red
or brown according to the way it is heldj so it is with Zclence and
geltgtgn, they are in essenceé ene, but different in color and mani-

estation.

The sixth Basic Principles The equality of men and women.
They must be as the two wings of the soul; each equally developed.
The sixth Foundation Stone: the Sardius; which i3 the stone
of two layers; one is white and one is red, symbolical of the two in
one.
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The seventh Basic Prinoiple: Removal of all préjudices; ra-
cial, religious, ete.

The seventh Foundation Stone: The Chrysolyte; an exquisite
clear green. We read in the ancient philosophers of the "Chrysolyte
Tablet”, It is = symbol of absolute sincerity, and truthfulness, .or
purity and selflessness. Only when our hearts are free from every
form of prejudice can they become the chrysolyte tablet whereon may
be angraved the thoughts of our brpther man.

The eighth Basic Principles Universal Pease.

The eighth Foundation Stone: the Berylj which is bluish green.
The blue of faith and loyalty toward out brother man, the green of
humility and unity; the harmonious blending into one symmetrical
whole, like & besutiful bouquet of flowers. This established in the
hearts of man shall also help in the establishment of Universal Peace

The ninth Basic Principle: Universal Education.

The ninth Foundation Stone: the Topagj the glory of the sun,
symbolieal of the light of knowledge and the glory of wisdom, which
this universal education will establish in the world when the Golden’
Topag Light of the Teachings of Beha'u'llsh are understood and lived.

The tenth Basic Principles Solution of the Economic Problem.

The tenth Foundation Stonet the Chrysoprasus; which 1s like
the Chrysolyte, & clear green which embodies truthfulness, justice,
sincerity and purity, and these are the requisites necessary for the
solution of all economic problems. The golden rule, "Do unto others
as ye would that they should do unto you."

The eleventh Basic Principle: Universal Auxiiiary Lznguage.

The eleventh Foundation Stonet the Jacinth, which is like the
Jasper, a cleasr red, the universal color like the hue of the heart;
and the heart of a race can only understand the heart of another when
it oan speak the same language.

The twelfth Basic Principle: World Tribunal or Fazrliament of
Man.

The twelfth Foundation Stone: the Amethyst; its color is vio-
let. It symbolizes Spiritual Light, reverence, healing, serenity
and poise. This Tribunal of all nations must be as the ultra-violet
rnfl for the "healing of the natioms", and it must seek spiritual
Light in all reverence, that it may fulfill its high ocalling, inpart-
ing a sense of security, poise, and serenity to the hearts of all
humanity.

Upon this sure foundation the New Jerusalem will be built.
There is not need of man, either physical, mental or spiritual, that
has not been met in the New Laws revezled by Bsha'ufllah; and wheh
they are esteblished in the world, then indeed will the nations re-
Jjoice; then will appear that Holy City wherein "God shall wipe away
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all tears, and there shall be no more death, neither shall there
be eny more pain, for the former things have passed away.!

"And the gates of it shall not be closed at all by day for
there shall be no night thers; and they shall bring the glory and
the honor of nations to it.?

In each heart individuslly must this Holy City first be built,
that in turn each heart may become one of the precious stones of
which the Universal City of the New Heaven and Earth will be con~
structed, and upon the foundation of these twelve Basic Principles
will it rest. Of these principles we have learned that Abdu'!l Bak:
has said: "The Principles of Baha'utllah must be studied one by
one until they are urnderstood and realized in mind and hearty then
will you become strong followers of the Light; truly spiritual, Hea-
venly Soldiers of Gpd; acquiring and spreading the true civilira<
tion throughout the worid. This w%ill be the Paradise which is to
come on earth, wherein all menkind will gather together under the
Tent of Unity in the Kingdom of Glory,"

CLOSING COMMUNE.

The Second Birth.

0 Thou kind Godl In the utmost stete of humility and sube
mission we entreat and stﬁplicato at Thy Threshold, seeking Thy end-
less confirmations and 1llimitable assistamce. O Thou Lordd Regen-
erate these souls and confer upon them & New Life. Animate tae spi-
rits, inform the hearts, open the eye$ and make the escrs zttemtive.
From Thy Ancient Treasury coafer a mew being =nd animus and from
Thy Pre-Existent Abode assist them to attain to New Confirmations.

0°6odl Verily the world 1s in need of reformation. Bestow
upon it & New Existence. Give it Newness of thougnts amd reveal
unto i1t Heavenly Sclences., Breathe into it a fresh spirit and grant
unto it a holler and higher purpose.

0 Godl Verily Thou hast made tnls century radlant snd im 1%
Thou hast manifested Thy Merciful Effulgence, .Thou hast effaced
the darkness of superstitions and permitted the Light of Assurance
to shine, O God! grant that these servants may be acceptable at Thy
Threshold. Reveal & New Heaven, and spread out a New Rarth for
habitation, Let the NEW JERUSALRM DESCEND from on high. Bestow
New Thoughts and New Life upon mankind., Endow souls with New per=
ceptions and confer upon them New Virtues., Verily, Thou art the
Almighty, the Powerful, Thou art the Giver, tae Generous!

YA BAHA EL ABHA.

A IO
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LESSON 11, Part 1.

THE GIFTS OF A PROPHET AND TO WHOM GIVEN.

Who is a prophet? In lesson 2, on "The Manifestation of God"
this question was fully answered. We learned from the Holy Utter-
ances of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Baha, and from the Bible, Jjust who
a Prophet or Manifestation was, and ever will be, That there are
two degrees of Prophethood, the Universal Prophet and the Prophet
who calls the people to the Universal Prophet's Teachings. The
Universal Prophet gives forth a Revelation to the world., The les-
ser Prophet expounds this Revelation. One is a Supreme Leader and
has a following. the other is a follower of the Greater One. We
learned man's need of these Prophets, or Divine Shepherds, and the
purpose of their coming into the world to develop the Divine Reali-
ty of man and to educate himj that the Prophet is the Educator, not
the educated.

In Lessen 3, we learned of the Supreme Station from which the
Reality of the Manifestation descends, and how He comes into the
world, delivers His Divine Message, is despised and rejected by men,
being recognized only by those who are pure in heart and free from
self-seeking, and how He again ascends into the Glory of the Supreme
Concourse.

Today we wish to consider the Gifts which a Divine Manifesta-
tion brings to the world and to whom they are given. He is likened
unto the Tree of Life laden with preciocus Gifts from God to the world
of humanity, from which Spiritual Reality, its Symbol: the Christmas
Tree, sSprang.

Let us study well the following passages from our Holy Serip-

tures, dealing with the Gifts of God &and later compare them with
the words of Baha'u'llah and Abdu'l Bzha,

BIBLE VERSES.

"Every good gift and every perfect g-ft is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning."

(James 23 17)

"The Lord will give strength unto His people, the Lord will
bless His people with Peace."
(psalms 293 11)
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"The God of Israel i1s He that giveth strength and pow:=r unto
Eis people. Blessed be God."
(Psalms 29: 35)

"For the Lord God is & sun and a shield, The Lord will give
grace and glory. Ko good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly. O Lord of Hosts (Baha'utllah); blessed is the man
that trusteth in Thee." (Psalms 84: 11, 12)

n"For the Lord giveth wisdom, out of His Mouth cometh knowledge
and understanding. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous.
He is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.”
(Proverbs 2: 6, 7)

"Every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of his la-
bors; it is a gift from God."
: (Ecclesiastes 3: 13)

Thus saith the Lord: "And I will give them ore heart, and I
will put & new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart
out of their flesh, and will glve them an heart of flesh: That they
may walk in My statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and
shall be My people end I will be their God."

(Ezekiel 113 19, 30)
(Bere obedience is agaln emph;sized.)

"The wages of sin is death, but the Gift of God is Eternal Life
through Jesus Christ our Lord."
(Romans 6: 23)

Here we strike the tap-root o. this vital question, All these
gifts come through Christ, or through the Manif station, The Abstrac
Essence, or Divine Reallty, can only manifest Its Attributes and
Divine Gifts through the Prophet or Divine ¥anifestation, Jesus
bears out this truth in these, His words: nJesus answered and said
unto her, 'If thou knewest the Gift of God and Who it 1is that saith
to thees Give me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him and He
would have given thee Living Water,." (John 4: 10)

"Repent and ye shall receive the gifts of the Holy Ghost. For
the promise is unto you and to your children and to all that are
afar off, even as many &s the Lord our God shall call."

(Acts 2: 38, 39)

wpeter said unto them, !'Thy money perish with thee because

thou hast thought that the Gift of God may be purchased with money."
(Acts 8: 20)

"And by their prg*ers for you, which long after you, for the
exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for this unspesk -
freeaot (11 Corinthians 21 14, 18)
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"For by grace are ye saved, through Faith, and that not of
yourselves; 1t is a Gift of God."
(Ephesians 2: 8)

"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which i8 of God, that we might know the things that are free-
1y given to us of God, which things also we speek not in the words
which mants wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, com-
paring spiritual things with spiritusl. But natural man receiveth
pot the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness umte
him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

"If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all
men liberally, and it shall be given him."
%James 1: 5)

"Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the pro-
hibition of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or
he that teacheth, on teaching; or he that exhorteth, on exhortations;
he that giveth, iet him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness,”

(Romans 1Z2: 6-10)

"Now, concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have
you ignorant.... Now, there are diversities of gifts, but the same
spirit, For to one is given by tne Spirit the word of wisdom, to
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit, To another faith
by the same Spirit; to another the gift of hezling by the same Spi-
rit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to
another discern%gg of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues;
to another the interpretation of tongues, b.t all these worketh that
one ig& the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as
He w. WM

"For a8 the body is oné and hath many members, and all the
members of that one bedy, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, be-
cause I am not the head, I am not of the body, is it therefore not
of the body? And if the ear shall say, because I am not the eye, I
am not of the body, 1s it therefore not of the body? If the whole
body were an bye, where were the hearing? If the whole body were
hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set the members
every one of them in the body, a&s it hath pleased Him, Now are they
many members, but one body. And the eéye camnot say unto the hand,

'I have not need of thee!, nor again the head to the feet, 'I have
no need of you.! Nay, much more, those members of the boéy which
seem to be more feeble, are necessary. And whether one member suf--
fers, all members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all mem -
bers rejoice with it..... Are all pro.hets? Are all apostles? Are
all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of
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healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But sovet
ecrnestly the Best Gifts, and yet show I unto you a more excellent

way."
* (1 Corinthisns 1231 verses throughout the Chapter.)

Paul tells us to "covet earnestly the Best Gifts", then adds,
"Yet show I unto you a more excellent way." Even to desire for ome's
self the "best gifts" is tinged with selfishness. Forgetting self,
all things become ours through love and service, snd to all humani-
ty, accepting that which plseseth God, with joy and gratitude and
fradiant aoquiescence,®

REJECTION OF THE PROPHET.

Jesus seid to His disciples: "He that receiveth a Prophet in
the Name of a Prophet shall receive a Prophet's reward."
(Matthew 10: 41)

And, "He ceme unto His own, and His own received Him not. But
as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of
God, even to them that believed on His Name; which were borm, not of
blood, mor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God."

From these words we find the reward or gifts of a Prophet are
bestowed upon those who "receiveth Him", believe on His Name, are
"born agalin” through the Spirit of Falth, and receive the power to
becomg the Sons of God, How clear are the words of Jesus to the
woman at the well, of whom He asked a drink, in the light of the
above versesj) "If thou knewest the Gift of God (Eternal Light) snd
who it is that saith to thea *Give me to drink', thou wouldst have
asfed of Hiw and He would have given thee Livipg Water.m

BAHA'U'LLAH'S WORDS CONCERKING THE "GIFFS OF GOD® THROUGH HIS CHOSEN
MANIFESTATION.

"I testify that verily Thou hast fulfilled Thy Covenant and
sent forth Him whose Manifestetion was announced by Thy Prophets,
Thy Chosen Ones and Thy Servants. Verily He hath eome from the Hor-
izon of Might and Power with the Bamner of Thy Signs and with the
Standards of Thy Evidences..... He hath arisen in the Most Mighty
Steadfastness and spoken in the Loftiest Voice, saying: tThe Giver
of Gifts hath inde=d oome, riding on the ocloud. Advance, O ye peo-
ple of the earth, with shining faces and iliumined hearts.!”

(Tablet of Ishrakat)
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TREE OF REWARD - THE REAL CHRISTMAS TR-E.

"This Oppressed One now speaks of one of these instances, thus
conferring the hidden benefits of the "Tree of Reward® for the sake
of God upon His servants, 30 that tae mortal temples may not be de-~
prived of the Immortel Frults, and may perchance attain to a sprink-
ling of the never<failing Rivers of the Lord of Glory. This is a
food whereby brilliant souls and minds find Eternal Life, and this
is that Table of waich it 1s spoken: !0 our Lord, cause £o descend
upon us Pood from Heaven.'! This food is never withheld from those
who deserve it and is never exhausted. It grows continually from
the Tree of Grace and descends from the heavens of Justice and Mer-
oy. Alas, that man should withhold himself from this Excellent Gift
and deprive himself of Eternal Bounty and Perpetual Life."

(Baha'i Seriptures, par 10)

GIFT OF MBETING WITH COD,.

"By meeting these Holy Lights, the ®meeting of Cod" is uttain-
ed; through their knowledge, the Knowledge of God, and by their face,
the Face of Gode..... Therefore, whosoever is favored by these shin-
ing and glorious Lights and hath attained to these luminous and rad-
iant Suns, during every Manifestation, bath sttained the 'meeting
of God! and entersd the City Eternsl &nd Immortul Life. This t‘mpet-
ing' cannot be realised by any except in the Resurrection Day, which
is the Rise of the Belf of God in His Universal Manifestation."

(Bahati Seriptures, per 26)

"Beware not to deny the Grace of God after Its descent. This
18 better for you than that which ye have, because what ye have will
venish and that on the part of God will endure."
(Bzha'i Soriptures, par 42)

REWARD T0 FIRST BELIEVERS.

YLet your endeavor be in guiding some soul out of the whirl-
pool of mortality to the River of Immortality, and to behave in such
a manner among the servants that the traces of ths True One may be-
come manifest im you. For you are the first of existence, the first
to worsh&g, the first of those who revolve around the True One., By
the One who caused Me to give utterance to tnat which He desireth,
your names are more famous in the Supreme Kingdom than they are well
known to your own selves. You should not fanoy that this statement
is mere imagination. O that yse occuld see what your Merciful Lord
sees concerning the loftineéss of your gree, the greatness of your
worth and the exaltation of your positionl! We beg that your desires
may not prevent you from that which He hath ordained for you."

(Baha'i Scriptures, par 51
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"Reware not to deny the Grace of God after Its descent. This
is better for you than $hat which ye have, becsuse what ye have will
vanish and that on the part of God will endure."

(Baha'i scriptures, par 42)

REFARD TO FIRST BELIEVERS.

iLet your endeavor be in guiding some soul out of the whirl-
pool of mortality to the River of Immortality, and to behave in
such & manner among the servants tnat the traces of the True One
may become manifest in you. For you are the first of existence, the
first to worship, the first of those who revolve around the True
One. By the One who caused Me to give utterance to that waich He
desireth, your names are move famous in the Supreme Kingdom than they
are well known to your own selves. You should not fancy that this
statement 1s mere imegination, O that ye could see what your \erei-
ful Lord sees concerning the loftiness of your degree, the great-
Tess of your worth and the exaltation of your positionl! We beg that
your desires may mnot prevent you from that which He hath ordalned
for you." (Banha'i Soriptures, par 51)

nThe Greatest Gift and the Highest Blessing in the primary
station is Wisdom, It is the Protector of Existence, and its support
and help., Wisdom is the Messenger of the Merciful One and the Hani-
fostation of the Name, the 'All Wise"“
(Raha'i scriptures, par 108)

"In this Day & greet Banquet i3 celebrated in the Supreme Con-
course, for all tnat was promised in the Divine Books has appeared,
This 43 the Day of the most great rejolcing! All wmust direct them-
selves to the Court of Nearness with the utmost Joy, happiness, ex-
ultetion and gladness, and deliver themselves from %he fire of sepa-
ration." (Baha'i Scriptures, par 458)

nThe Hand of Might is opened for stating every example, and
for every Word the Hand of Protection is rzised, and no one can know
save Him whom God willeth, And when the Seal of the Attar Vessel
1s broken off by the Hand of Might, then the fragrance will be per-
ceived. The Command is in the grasp of the Hand of God. He bestows
and He withholds. He causeth blindness and He openeth eyes. He
doeth as He willeth and commandeth as He wisheth."

(Baha'i Scriptures, par 458)

GIFTS OF THE BRANCH,

"0 ye people, praise ye God, for the Munifestation of It (the
Bransh) for verily It is the Most Great Favor upon you, and the Most
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Perfect Blessing for you, and through Him (Abdu'l Baha) every moul-
daring bone will be qulokened, Whosoever turns to Him hath surely
turned to God, and whosoever turneth sway from Him turneth away from
My Beauty, &enled iy Proof, end is of those who transgress. Veri-
1y, He is the Remembrance of God amongst you, and ils Appearance
among the servants thet are nigh. Inazle the fragrances of the Rid-
van of His Roses, and be not of those wio are deprived.m

(Bunati Scriptures, par 528)

VORDS OF ABDU'L BAHA.

"Thou hest asked concerning tne Statlon of this Servent, The
station of this Servant is Servitude to the Holy Threshold (Bahatu-
111lah) and I glory and honor in this. Abdu'l Baha is the Standard
of Divine lLove, the Sign of the Gift of Cod, the Servant of the
spiritusz) ones. He is the Orb of Peace and Feconciliation and the
Light of Love in the world of humanity. He is the Herald of the
Kingdom of the Merciful One and the Promulgstor of the religion of
Rectitude and Security. This is the station of this Servan.. This
13 the Truth." (Teblets of Abdu'l B:ha, Vol.l, page 191)

nI received thy letter which snnounced thy receipt of the lov-
ing letters sent thee by the pen of Abiull Bzha, By God, tae True
One, verily those letters are as Gifts of God to thee.,.... Beg of
God to enable thee to perfeotly endeavor to practice according to
their contents.” (Tablets of Abdd'l Baha, Vol.lll, page 648)

n"Sing ye the sweet melody in the assemblagesjy entreat ye at
the threshold of the Kingdom of the Lord of dosts and beg ye for
oconformation and assistance. The Guide of Providence will appear
and the 'Beloved of Divine Gifts! will unvell her luminous counte-
nance." (Tablets of Abdu!l Bzha, Vol.lll, page 666)

nAbdu'l Baha in His heart was presemt in your gathering and
His Spirit was gazing mnpon you. In order to render thanks for this
Gift you must become engaged in creating harmony and union to such
a degree that all of you may become as one soul and one spirit; tnat
you may become waves of one sea, breezes of one rose garden, flow-
ers of one meadow, and trees of one orcherd."
(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.1ll, page 698)

n0 maid-servant of Godl It is incumbent upon thee to learn
that which the Spirit of Abdu'l Bsha poureth upon thee. Look not
at thy oapacity and ability; ney, rather, look at the Grace of thy
Lord in these days and at the Gift of His Kingdom, the like of which
hath never been seen by the eye of existence in former cycles,”
(Tablets of ibdu'l Baha, Vo.lll, page 713)
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INTELLIGENCE.

"The Heavenly Father gave the Priceless Gift of Intelligence
to man so that he might become a spiritual light, perceiving the
darkness of materialism and bringing goodness and Truth into the
world, Strive therefore with heart and soul to follow the Precepts
of the Blessed Perfectlon and rest assured that if ye succeed in 1liv-
ing the life He marks out for you, Eternal Life and Everlasting Joy
will be yours in the Heavenly Kingdom, and Celestial Sustenance will
be sent to strengthen you all your days."

(Paris Talks, pafe 104)

To man 1s given the special gift of the intellect by which he
is able to perceive a lar.er share of the Light Divine. . The Perfect
Man is as a polished mirror, reflecting the rays of Truth and man~
ifesting the Attributes of God."

(paris Talks, page 21)

"The Holy Spirit will give to man greater powers than these,
if only he will strive after the things of the Spirit and endeavor
to attune his heart to the Divine Infinite Love,"

(Paris Talks, page 28)

INSTINCT.

"Fhen man has found the Jjoy of life ln one place, he returns
to that same spot to find more Joy. When & man has found gold in a
mine, he returns again to that mine to dig for more gold. This shows
the internal force and natural instinct whicn God has given man,
and the power of vital energy born in him,"
(paris Talks, page 28)

UNDERSTANDING.

n"God!s greatest Gift to man is that of intellect or under-
standing. The understanding is the power by which man acquires his
knowledge of the several kingdoms of creation and of various stages
of existence, as well as much which is invisible. Possessing this
Gift, he is in himself the sum of earlier creations, and by this Gift
he can frequently through his scientific knowledge, reach out with
prophetic vision." (Paris Talks, page 36)
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HOLY SCRIPTURES.

"The Spirit breathing through the Holy Scriptures is Food for
all who hunger. God, Who has given this Revelation to His Prophets,
\will surely give of His abundance daily bread to all those who ask
i JHim faithfully." (pParis Talks, page 51)
/

HEALING.

"0, put your faith in the Almighty, for He faileth not and His
goodness endureth forever! His Sun giveth Light continually, and
the Clouds of His Mercy are full of the Water of Com .assion, with
whien He waters the hearts of all who trust in Him, His refreshing
Breeze ever carries Healing in Its wings to the parched souls of men.
Is it wise to turn away from such a loving Father who showers His
blessings upon us, and choose rather to be slaves of matter?"

. (Paris Talks, page 99)

"Look at the time of Christ! Had tne people realized that the
Holy Spirit of God was speaking to them through His Divine Mouth,
they would not have waited three centuries before accepting Him,
And now is it meet for you that ye are sleeping upon the beds of idle-
ness and neglect, while the Father foretold by Christ has come amongst
us and opened the greatest Door of Bounteous Gifts and Divine Favors?"

LIFE.

"May you be given Life! May the rain of the Divine Kercy and
the warmth of the Sun of Truth make your gardens fruitful, so that
many beautiful flowers of exquisite fragrance and love may blossom
in abundance. Turn your faces away from the contemplation of your
finlte selves and fix your eyes upon the Everlasting Radiance, then
will your souls receive in full measure the Divine Power of the Spir-
it and the blessings of the Infinite Bounty."

(Paris Talks, page 155)

¢ FIRM FOUNDATION.

"Be thankful unto God that Basha'u'llah has given us a firm
and solid foundation, He left no place for sadness in hearts, and
the writings of His Sacred Pen contain consolation for the whole
world." (Paris Talks, page 160)

Bc# 985 1



LESSON 11, Part 1. 10.

SPIRITUALITY.

fSpirituality is the greatest of God's gifts, and Life Ever-
lasting means 'turning to God!. May you, one and all, increase
daily in spirituality; may you be strengthened in all goodness; may
| you be helped more and more by the Divine Consolatlon; be made free
/ by the Holy Spirit of God, and may the power of the Heavenly King-
dom 1live and work among you."
(peris Talks, page 102)

SPIRITUAL VISION.

"Kneel down and thank God for choosing you to enter His won-
derful Kingdom..... Y¢ have taken away the vell and were guided in-
to the Light ; have given up imitating forefathers and directed your
eyes to the Sun of Truth, which is shining in the Supréme Horizon,
This is a favor to you on the part of your Lord and a Gift for you."

(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 135)

fConsider the Bounty of the Lord and the Gifts of thy Creator
He hath chosen thee to love Him and selected thee from among His
beings to know Him, and distinguilshed thee particularly with the
Gift of dazzling Light, through which the faces of the righteous
will shine. Verily, I say unto you that this Gift now signifieth
a globule and a date-stone, which will spring up and grow until it
becomes a tree of solid root, and the branches thereof will expand
to the East and West, Then the tongues shall utter: !'This is naught
but a great Bounty.'"
(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 159)

"By God, the True Onel Verlily the Gifts of God are in such

profusion as to rush like a torrent, overflow as a sea and shower
as rain," (Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 163)

ABDU'L BAHA'S LOVE.

’ "0 my firend, the affection of my heart unto thee camnot be
. expressed through any interpretation, and I camnot write it, or
; acknowledge it. Turn with thy breast unto the Heart of Abdu'l Bahs,
 then this concealed fact will be disclosed and the 'Hidden Mystery!?
be unvelled unto thee,"
(Tablets of Abdu'l Baha, Vol.l, page 163)

"I deg of God to make &ll mankind the children of His Mercy.
This is the utmost mercy of Abdu'l Baha for which He is endeavoring
night and day and is summoning all to this Fountain which is flowing
with the Pure Water of the Gift of God."
(Tablets, Vol.l, page 180)
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"Now, with a heart overflowing with the Love of God, suppli-
cate God with all joy, and thank thou God for this Guidance and this
High Gift. And know thou, verily, the vanguards of tuae Gifts of thy
Lord shall overtake thees from all sides when thy feet become firm
in the Path." (Tablets, Vol.l, page 182)

"Boundless Treasure is in the Hand of the King of Kings (Baha-
vutllah), Lift the hem of thy garment in order ro receive it."
%Tablets, Vol.1lll, page 64)

"As to you, be rejoiced, O ye children of the Kingdom! Your
faces will surely become illumined, your brows shining, your hearts
dilated with an abundant Bounty, and refreshed with a rain pouring
from the clouds of the Gift of God."

tTeblets, Vol.ll, page 348)

"Thank God that He hath opened your insight to the Light which
is shining from the Supreme Concourse and caused you to witness His
Most Mighty Signs. By My Life, the hearts of the pecple of Baha
are cheered with such Gifts." (Tablets, Vol.ll, page 350)

nsuffer the thirsty ones to drink from the Salsabil of Thy
Gifts, and quicken the dead dy Eternal Life. Endow the blind with
sight, the deaf with hearing, the dumb with speech, the lukewarm
with energy, ghe heedless with mindfulness, the sleeper with wake-
fulness, the proud with humility. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
Thou art the Forgiver! Thou art the Loving! Verlly, Thou art the
Generous, the Most High.™ (Tablets, Vol,ll, Page 367)

"Ye tasted the honey of devotion from the hand of the Unigue
Beloved and partook of the Eternal Teble at the Feast of the Bless-
ing of the Presence of the Unity. This Favor ls one of the special
Gifts of the Presence of the Merciful, and this CGrace and Generosi-
ty i3 one of the incomparable Gifts of our Loving Lord."

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 371)

"praise be to God! The Divine Bounty favors all of you; the
doors of Gifts are open before tne faces of you all, and the radi-
ance of the Sun of Truth is shining upon you all, Capacity, worth
and ability are necessary, for the clearer and purer the mirror is,
the Lights of the Sun are more manifest thereon."

(Tablets, Vol,1ll, page 444)

GUIDANRCE.

"By the Life of God! Verily, the Gift of Guidance, during this
great century and this Age of Ligh{s, is greater than reigning over
the earth and all that is in it,”

(Bahati Scriptures, par 933)
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“What a great Gift is Guidance, the standards of which are
raising the traces of which are published, the breeze of which has
blown, the garden of which is ornamented, the basins of which have
poured out, the birds of which have sung, &nd the joy of which 1is
complete.” (Teblets, Vol.ll, page 475)

"I ask God to continue the heavenly, abundant Gifts upon thee,
and to grant thee more freshness, tenderness and finemess day by
day. UVerily, I say unto thee that man 1s like & tree, and as the
1life of a tree and its tenderness and brilliancy depend upon the
abundant rain descending from the clouds, so also the happiness of
man, his pleasure, dignity, loftiness of position and highness of
rank depend upon the abundant Bounty of the Kingdom and the Light
of the Sun of Truth coming from the horizon of the Gift of Ged. (The
M¥znifestation) (Tzblets, Vol.l, page 154)

GIFT OF THE MESSAGE.

"Ye must sppreclate Miss ----- + Move your tongue in thanks-
giving and be obliged to her for her great effort, for she gave you
to drink of the Wine of Guidance from the Cup of the Love of God and
led you $o the Kingdom of Lights. Were you to thank her for many
years as a reward for this Guidance, ye will not be able to repay
your obligation for this Gift."

(Ta=blets, Vol.l, page 203)

nThank thou the maild-servant, Mrs.----- for she hath guided
thee to the Divine Kingdom, and led thee to the Noblest Station of
the human world, Appreciate thou her value, and turn thou unto the
Word of God, Bo that thou mayest be confirmed by the power of the
Meroiful One and attainm to that which is wished for by the holy ones,
(Tablets, Vol,1l1ll, page 675)

"Be thou grateful to Mrs,—---- for having led thee to the
Stralght Path and guided thes to the Kingdom of God. If thou shoulds
thank her & thousand times an hour, thou wilt fail to thank her suf-
ficiently for this attainment.®

(Tablets, Vol.l, page 136)

nTyruly I say unto you, this is a Gift which neither the domin-
ion of the world nor the riches of treasurlies, nor the glory of dis-
tinguished men of the world can equal in this glorious century and
New Age, inasmuch as crowns are translent, while this is Eternal
and never-ending." (Tablets, Vol,1l, page 412)
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GIFT OF INSICHT.

"Thank God that He hath opened your insight to the Light which
1s shining from the Supreme Concourse and caused you to witness His
Most Mighty Signs. By My Life, the hearts of the people of Baha

i\ are cheered with such Gifts."

% o

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 350)

"0 thou whom I mention with My heart and tonguel

Though I do not see thee with mine eyes, I do see thee with
wy heart, and mention thee with the fullness of love, clemency,
yearning and attraction, supplicatimg My Lord that we may meet to-
gether at the Meeting of His Kingdom and the Pavilion of His Might,
where we shall chant the Verses of thanks for His Bounty, Generosi-
ty and Gifts, the Lights of which have shone upon all horlizons and
their effulgences have become intense Lpon the hesrts of tie people
of harmony. O thou dearly beloved! Hasten! Hasten! Hasten to the
Gifts of thy Lord, the Mercifull Come to the Benefactor! Avail
thyself of this opportunity end teke thy portion of this Greatest
Treasure, in this Promised Day."

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 255)

"Beloved art thou, for thou hast lighted the Lamp of the Love
of God in the glass of America, called out in His Kame among the
peopls and guided them to the XKingdom of El Abhe. O mald-servant
of Godl Fly away with joy, for God hath strengthened thee in this
great Gift, which is a Glorious Crown, the gems of which are scine-
tillating with the Light of Guidance, Blessed is thy hand, for it
is decorated with this crown, Verily, this is better for thee than
the dominion of the world," (Tablets, Vol.,1ll, page 517)

1Thank God that tnou hast been guided by tne Light of Cuidance
and illumined by the brilliamce of the Suprsme Concourse, kindled
by the Fire of the Love of God, &and hath directed thyself to His
Kingdom, partock of the Heavenly Table, and enjoyed the fruits of
the Tree of Life."” (Real Christmas Tree)

"Thou hast been confirmed in serving those who are nigh unto
the Divine Threshold! This is not servitude, but Sovereignty; and
this is not service but Chieftainship and Greatness. This is the
Garment of Everlasting Glory with which thou hzst clothed thyself,
apd this is & Rose of Eternal Exaltation with which thou hast adorn-
ed thy head. It is said in the New Testament: !'Whosoever will be
chief among you, let him be your servant.! 1In short, thou shouldst
thank God & hundred thousand times for having been confirmed and
strengthened in obtaining this Great Gift. Know thou the value
thereof, and consider that its price is hignly appraised.”

(Tablets, Vol.lll, page 510)

"Thy letter was like & pe fumed mosegay, and from that nosegay
the fragrance of Faith and Assurance was inhaled. Well donel Well

Be A4 H4egs X



LESSON 11, Part 1, 14,

done, that thou hast turned thy face towards the Invisible Kingdom.
Exceilantl Excellent, that'thou art attracted by the Beauty of
His Highness, the Almighty! Well done! Well don.! . How happy thou
art that thou hast atteined to this Most Great Gift."

(Tablets, Vol.lll, puage 530)

EVERLASTING LIFE.

."T entreat and supplicate at the Threshold of the Almighty
and ask for your confirmation and assistance, that you may be born
wholly out of the physical world into the Divine Realm, to seek af-
ter Eternal Life and wish for the Everlasting Gift, so that you may
shine upon ages ans cycles like unto the morning star.”

(Tablets, Vol,1ll, page 535)

THE MIGHTY GIFT.

"By God the True Onel Verily, the Crown of Nighty Gifts is
suspended betwixt heaven and earth, and the Angels of Holiness are
awaiting a lofty hand which may be worthy of this great Bestowal
80 it may descend upon that head, and that it may wear that Glori-
ous Crown, the most precious Gems of which 1llumine the eyes of all
in the world," (Tablets, Vol.lll, page 60Z)

KNOWLEDGE.

"The Gift of Godi to this enlightetied age is the knowledge of
the Oneness of the world of humanity and of the fundamental Oneness
of Religion, War shall cease between nations, and by the Will of
God the Most Great Peace shall come, The world will be seen as a
New World and all men shall 1live as brothers.”

(Bana't Scriptures, par 561)

TESTS.

"To the sincere, tests are as tne Gift from God, the Exalted,
for a heroic person hasteneth with utmost Joy and gladness to the
tests of & violent.battlefield, but tne coward is afraid and trem-
bles and utters moaning and lamentation. Likewise an expert student
prepareth and memorizes his lessons and exercises with the utmost
effort and in the day of examination he appeareth with infinite Joy
before his master."

(Baha'1 Seriptures, par 877)
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ETERNAL GIFT.

Nyhat a Bounty and what a Favor it is that the sages of the
world and the wise among mankind are inoompetent of eomprehension,
yet the little children of the Kingdom have attained to Truth, dwell
and abide under the shadow of the Tree of Life, and are assisted by
the Everlasting and Eternal Gift."

(Teblets, Vol.ll, page 484)

GIFT AFTER ASCENSION,.

"Then as to whzt thou hast asked ¥e about pious persons who
died before they heard the Voice of this Manifestation (Baha'utlleh),
IListen! Those who have mounted to God before hearing the Voice, 1f
they followed the rules of conduct laid down by Jesus and always
walked in the Straight Path, they have obtained this dazzling Light
after their rising to the Kingdom of God., I pray God to 1ift the
veil for thee and to corroborste by the Spirit of experience, so
that all may be evident to thee by the Hogy Spirit of God,"

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 478)

GIFT OF SHOGHI RFFENDI.
(When & child.)

nyerily, that infant is born and exists, and there will appear
from His Cause a wonder wiich thou wilt hear {n tne future. Thou
shalt see Him with the most perfect form, most Greet Gift, most per-
fect perfection, most Great Power an¢ Strongest Might., His face
glisteneth, a glistening whereby tne horizons are illumined. There-
fore, forget not this account as long as thou art living, forasmuch
a8 there are Signs for it in the passing centuries and ages"
(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 484)

GIFT OF LOVE,

"The greatest Gift to man is Universal Love, f.r this Love is
a magnet which renders existence eternal, attracts Reality and dif-
fuses Life with infipite joy. If this Love penetrates the heart of
man, all the forces of the universe will te reslised in him, for it
1s a Divine Power which transports him to & Divine 8tation, and man
will make no real progress until illuwined by this Power of Love,"
(Baha'i Scriptures, par 865)

"Love is thé Highest Law in this great universe of God. Love
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supplies the impulse to that intense and unceasing meditation which
reveals the hidden mysteries of the universe.... Love is the highest
Honor for all the nations of men. To that people in whomr God causes
Love to appear, the Supreme Concourss, the zngels of Heaven, and the
Hosts of the Kingdom of the All-Gloriocus One make salutation. 0
friends of God, be ye manifestations of the love of Cod, and lampse
of Guidapce in all horizons, shining by the Light of Love and Her-
mony. How beautiful is tne Shining of this Shiningin

(Bahat'i Scriptures, par 790)

GOD'S SUPREME GIFT TO MAN.

"The greatest Bounties of God in this phenomensl world are His
Menifestations., This is the Greatest Postulate. These Manifesta-
tions are the Suns of Reality, for it is through the Manifestation
that the Reality becomes known and established for man. History
proves to us that, apart from th. influence of the Manifestations,
man sinks back into the animal condition, using even his intelléc-
tual power to subserve an animsl purpose., Therefore there is no
cessation whatever in the future for the appeacrance of the Manifes-
tations of God, because God is Infinite and His purpose cannot be
limited in any way." (Buhati Scriptures, par 73¢)

THE BANQUET OF GIFTS.

"Praise be to God that Bshatutllah has spread before us the
Heavenly Table upon which one finds every kind of food. There 18 the
Food of Faith and Assurancej tne sustenance of Divine Virtues; the
Bread of the Love of Godj the mezt of ths Gladness of the Kingdom
of Abhaj the victuals of Severance &nd Letachment; the viands of En-
kindlement and Attraction; the nutriment of Sanctity and Holiness;
the dish of Attraction with the Fragrances of (odj thesustenance of
the Breaths of the Holy Spiritj the food of Eternal Lifej the nour-
ishment of the Teachings of God and the Promulgation of the Religion
of God., In short, one finds on this Divine Table all kinds of Spir-
itual Food which constitutes the Real Lordt!s Supper.”

(Divine Art of Iiving, page 11)

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS.

"Glad-tidings be unto the righteous ones! Rejoicing be unto
the perceivipng ones! Huppiness be unto the favored ones! Joy be
unto the yearning ones! Cheerfulness be unto the attracted ones!
Exhilaration be unto the longing ones!

Glory be unto Him who hath arisen from the Bightest Dawn}

Glory be unto Him who hath shone from the Manifested Light!
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Glory be unto Him who showered Clorious Outpourings upon the
contingent beingst!

Glory be unto Him who illumined the Supremwe Horizon with such
a Radiance by which the gloom of the dark night hath been dispelledt

Glory be unto Him who causeth to descerd the rood from Heaven!

Glory be unto Him who causeth the Running Spring to gush forth
from the rugged cliff!

Glory be unto Him who poured down Pure Water from on High!

Glory be unto Him who developed the barrem and sterile ground
into fruitfulness!

Glory be unto Him who hath produced growth in the adjoining
fields of various natures}

Glory be unto Him who irrigated them with the same Water gush-
ing forth from tnat Fountain{

Glory be unto Him who adorned tae delectable gardens with all
kinds of delicate and delicious fruitsi

Glory be unto Him who ushered in the Emanation of the Xew
Creationi

Glory be unto Him who brought forth the Day of Retributiont

Glory be unto Him who granted Life unto the contingent beings!

Glory be unto dim who created the Existence!l

Glory be unto Him who extended forth the Pathl

Glory be unto Him who made clear the Way!

Glory be unto Him who appeared in the Most Wonderful Agel

Glory be unto Him, the founder of this New Epochl

Then thanks be unto Thes, O my God, for these Cifts, and praise
be unto Thee, O my Beloved, for this Eminent Bounty! Verily, Thou
art the Merciful of the Most Mereifull

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 877)

PRAYER.

O Thou kind Lord{ Grant unto me a shelter in Thy Kingzdom, so
that day and night I may be engaged in mentioning Thy Name and oec-
cupled with Thy Glorification and Praise. Bestow upon me at every
moment a new spirit, so that with every breath I may receive a New
Gift, dbe occup{ed af the Divine Thresholc and well known at the
Court of the Almighty. Thou art the Giver! the Generous! the Kindl

ALLAH'U'ABHA.

W IR
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GOLDEX PROMISES AND PROPHECIES.

Given by ABDU'L BAHA
(sign of the Gift of God.)

Having traveled the path so far; heving betome acquainted
with the "Hidden Mysteries", the "Imner Significances", the Divine
Realities and the "Gifts of God® through realization and steadfast-
ness, resl and endeavor, the student is now ready to reinforce his
efforts, comfort his heart and soul, become inspired and illumined
with the Light of Joy through the Golden Promises and confirmimg
Prophecies given unto us by our Beloved Master, Abdu'l Bahz, the
ngign of the Gift of God". Let us reud and reread the following
words, and feed on them in our heart and be thankfult To a believ-
er in America, He wrote: "Know thou that all the promises of Abdu'l
Bsha are true, snd His instructions are Inspirations of the Holy
Spirit, and received as suggestions from Bsha'utliah, Be assuréd
that what I heave said will ecome to pass.® And to another bBellever
He wrote: "Onos the bellevers continue to live in sccord with my
advice and teachings, there will appear in thelr words a most mira-
sulous power and effect.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND JOY,.

*I agk God to adorm your heads with the pearls of His favor,
to ignite ip your hearts the Fire of the Love of Godj to free your
tongues in utterance of eloquent words &nd excellent meanings and
wysteries of El Abha, angels of heavenr, united in opinions, harmo«
nious in thoughts, and to manifest in your faces Signs of Holiness
of the Kingdom smong the {loplt. Soon will your Lord make you grow-
ing trees in His Wonderful Vineyard, blossoming, leafing, and bear-
ing fruits of the Paradise of Abha through the Shadow of Hid Name,
the Merciful, the Clementi™ (Tablets, Vol,l, page 31)

nThank God for that He enlightened your faces by the Light of

( / Guidance, deposited im your hearts the Sign of Faith, and made you

of the chosen ones in this new century.”
®"The truth I say unto you! If ye were aware of what God hes

destined for you in the Kingdom of His Glory, verily ye would re-
jotee exceedingly and soar with the wings of Joy unto the Heights
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of Happiness, orying with the wost loud voices Blessings and Hap-
piness from this Great Attainment and Evident Bounty."
(Tablets, Vol.l, page 70)

nSurely 8 day will come when all thy desires will be attained
and God will answer all toat which thou hast prayed for in thine

' heart and I beg of Him to make all that wiich thou hast longed for

long ago very attainable. Then thy heart will be overflowed with
joy on account of such a great Bounty.®
(Tablets, Vol.l, page 122)

n0 my dear! If thou lovest to be happy and pleasant this is

the cup that 18 full of the wine of glee and delight; and if thou
desireth to have the Anclent Glory, the Eternal Retinue and Ever-
lasting Dominion, thou must look after these Gifts which wave im the
Horison of Bounty withra brilliant Light to all sides and regions.
By ¥y Lifel If thou Mhowest wiat thou art commanded and sgeak op~
enly of it, the Dominion is for tinee, the Kingdom is for thee, an

shining Star will never set, thy brilliant Light will never
sink, thy brimful Treasure hever be consumed and thy brave army
never be &afeated.” (Teblets, Vol.l, page 155)

"%hen thou findest the Woy to tiae hingdom tne earthly world
shall be of no scceunt; and when thou art illumined the darkness
will not affect thee « nay, rather the four corners of the earth
will then be radiant and every thora will become & rose and a rose-
garden." (Teblets, Vol,l, page 151)

®This 18 & blessed address, If thou fulfill its requirements,
which are purity of intention, attractive love, imsight, discovery
of truth and absolute Spiritual attitude, thou wilt become entirely
free from the physical conditions and wiit soar to the Spiritual
Realms," {Tablets, Vol.l, page 150?

"By the life of Beha, verily, the power of the Kingdom of Cod
hath taken hold of the piliar: of Ghe world, and hath posssessed all
the nations. Thou wilt surely find the Standards of the Testament
waving in all regions, the chanting of the Verses of Unity raised
in Fxalted Assemblies and tne Light of the Sun of Truth, and its
heat, dispersing the thieck clouds messed on the horizon. Be rejolc-
ed at this glsd-tidings, whereby tue hearts of the sincere among the
beloved are cheered.® (Teblets, Vol.l, page 164)

PHow thou.hast reached dcvolognsnt and apprehended the degree
of maturity; gaze at the grades of the exlstence, the Realities of
being, the allegories in the Epistles of God, and the Mysteries in
the 01d end New Testaments. By the life of Baha, the covering will
be removed from thee, facts will be unfolded to {hgo, and thou wilt
be informed of that which all philosophers and wisemen are unable
to apprehend. Verily this is a Gift which God assigns only unto
such of His chosen children (servants) as He willeth. Verily, thy

Be# 455 (d)



LESSON 11, Part 2. 3.

Lord will inspire thee with the iysteries of God, the Protector,
the Self-Subsistent.” (?ablets, Vol.l, page 166

"Verily, I send thee good news of the confirmation which thou
shalt receive, the like of which was never seen by the eyes in thoge
reglons and of the success, the Lights of wnich will brilliantly
shine in those regions - if thou wilt arlise with all thy power to
assist the Testament of God and to serve the Covenant of God."

(Tablets, Vol.,l, page 161)

"Thy heart shall surely have attractions and revelations through
the Power of the Beauty of Kl Abha, which will be followed by glad-
tidings and Signs, in every minute and instant. Verily, I reveal
unto thee in Spirit and adcress thee in heart, a speech which will
open unto thee the Doors of kysteries, which are concealed behind
veils, When mirrors become pure and the Lights shine, the Signs of
the Sun of Truth shall reflect therein with most wonderful Splen-
fors., O maid-servant of Godl Verily I have not forgotten thea, and
will not forget thee. Trust thou in the Love of :ibdu'l Baha, for
verily nothing equals it." (Tablets, Vol.l, page 201)

#Trust thou in the Uivine Grace and have hope in the Merciful
Gift., If thou wishest for kverlasting Joy and Happiness engage thou
in delivering (teaching) the Cause of God night and day, for the
commemoration of God attracts confirmation and assistance like unto
& Magnet." (Tablets, Vol.l, puge 186)

"It is incumbent upon you to soar up with the wings of joy and
happiness unto the apex of Exaltation end gludness; for ile hath as-
signed unto you the greatest guidance in the Day of Resurrection,
and hath crowned you with & diadem of Glory and Uivine Honor among
the women of the world, and hath chesen you above the queens of the
world for His Greatest Bounty. Verily the crowns which are upon the
heads of the noble women, the gueens of the world, all their bases
will be finally broken, their gems scattered away, their luster re-
moved and will become éispersad dust. But your megnificent erowns
are everlastingly brilliant and permanently glorious and mighty and
their gems sointillating throughout cycles and ages. This is the
Highest Gift! This i1s the Greatest Restowall Thank ye your Lord
for this Great Bounty and Favoriy Verily your Lord, the Supreme, is
calling upon you from the Ancient Kingdom and announces unto you

| such glad-tidings whereat the hearts of the Angels of Heaven rejoice."

(Tedblets, Vol.l, page 144)

nThe maid-servants of God must reach a Station wherein they
themselves shall comprehend the Realities and meanings, to give olear
explanations for each word and the fountains of Wisdom gush forth
from the Reality of their hearts, like a full flowing stre:m,”
(Tablets, Vol.l, page 94)

"Arise with every power to asslist the Covenant of God and serve
in His Vineyard. Be confident that a confirmation will be granted
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unto you and 8 Success on Eis part 1is given unto you, Verilyl! He
shall support you by the Angels of His Holiness and reinforece you
with tae Breaths of Spirit, that ye mey mount the Ark of safety,
set forth evident Jigns, impart the Spirit of Life, declare the es-
sence of #is Commands and Precepts, guide the sheep who are stray-
ing from the folds in all direections, and give tne Blessings. Ye
have to use every effort in your power ard strive eurnestly and wise-
1y in this Kew Century. Dy Cod, verily the Lord of Hosts is your
support, the angels of Heaven your assistance, the Holy Spirit your
companion, and the Center of the Covenant your Helper. Be not idle,
b.t active, and fesr no . Ve are now in great station and noble
rank, and shall find yourselves in evident success znd prosperity,
the like of walecn the eye of existznce never saw in former ages.h
(Tablets, Vol.l, page 162)

uBe pot grieved at the smallness of your numbers and thank
God for tue power of your spirits. He shall assist you with such
& confirmation whereat minds 7ill be astonished and souls apazed,"”
(Toblets, Vol.l, page 80)

nConsider ye! In the duy of His Highness Christ the grandeur
end majsesty of tie Apostles was not known. After three hundred years
the loftiness of their station and the exeltation of thelr attain-
ment became manifest. Ers long the result of tune deeds in this cy-
cle of Bahatutllah will &ppesr and every one of the friends and maid-
servants will be orowned with = diasdew whose splendid gems will radi-
ate brilliancy and effulgence, throughout egeg and cycles.m
(Tsblets, Vol.1ll, page 532)

#should any one in this doy sttech his heert to the Kingdom,
release himself from £ll else sove Cod, and become attracted to the
Fragrences of Holiness, tne crmy of tne Kingdom of Abha will help
him erné the sngels of the Supreme Concourse will assist hip.”

{Tablets, Vol.lll, page 591)

rwhepever thou art desiring to talk and snswer questlons, turn
thy face towaris the Kingdom of Abha, and beseech for assistance,
then loosen thy tongue. Thou wilt benold at tnat time how thou art
able to answer all the questions."”
(Tsblets, Vol.l1ll, page 592)

"The Spirit of God shall assist thee, and dis angels will con-
firm thee, The Life of Holiness of Ctod wiil be breithed into thy
mouth and thou wilt f£ind thysslf in a position free from ideas and
thoughts resulting from worldly gradssS,.... Seize tne opportunity,
use every effort and depend mot on circumstances, which produce no
fruits. Spend thy days with all joy and fragrances 4in speaking to
the Praise of God, being gladdenmed through His good-tidings, in re-
Joioing through His Graces and ir spreading His Sreaths, Then thou
shalt with the eyes of Joy see the Bamner of the Covenant fluttering
above all stately mansions. Verily God effecteth that which He
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pleaseth, naught can annul His Covenant; naught can obstruct His
Fevor nor oppose His Cause. He doeth with His ¥Will that which pleas-
eth Him and He 18 pcwerful over all things! At that time thou wilt
find the waverers in mwanifest loss,"

(Tablets, Vol.l, page 597)

"Shouldst thou come with the whole of thy beilng to God and be
attraoted to the Lights of the Kingdom of God, and be enkindled by
the Fire of the Love of God, then wilt thou see that which thou
canst not see today, wilt comprehsnd the Inner Significances of the
Word of God, and thoroughly understand the iysteries contained in
the Holy Books." (Tublets, Vol.lll, page 622)

"¥hatsoever questions thou hast in thy heurt, turn thou thy
heart toward the Kingdom of Abha, and entreat at the Threshold of
the Almighty and reflect upon thnat problem, then unouestionmably the
Light of Truth shall dawn and the Reslity of that problem will be-
come evident and clear to thee. For the teachings of Bahafu'llah
are the Keys to all the Doors, FEvery hidden secret will bécome dis-
covared,; and every Hiddsen Mystery will become manifest and apparent.”

(Tablets, Vol,1il, page 692)

"Blessed art thou, end more blessed thou shalt be if thy feet
be firm, thy heart tranqull through tue Fragrances of :His Holy Spir-
it and thy seoret and hidden thoughts pure before tne Lord of Hosts.
Then, by God, ths Truth, the Hosts of the Angels of the Kingdom shall
surround thee and convey to all thy limits and veins the Spirit of
Life} thy tomgue shall utter fluently and distimctly tne most elow
quen% and clear words and thoughts, Thy bosom shall be cheered with
Joy through the appearance of tne evident texts; thy face shall be
illumined smong the daughters of the Kingdom with the Lights of firm-
ness3 the doors of glad«tidings shall be opened before thy fsce and
thou shalt receive knowledge through the 3Symbolie Signs descending
from the Heavenly Kingdow in the Books and Tablets,."

(Teblets, Vol.lll, psge 704)

"Then know, O thou virtuous soul, thaat a3 soon &s thou becom-
eth separated from aught else save (od and doat cut thyself from
the worldly things, thy heart will shine with tne Lights of Divini-
ty and with the Effulgence of the 5un of Truth, from the Horizon of
the Realm of Might and then thou wilt bs filled by the Spirit of Pow-
er from God and become capsble of doing that which thou desireth.

(Tablets, Vol,1ll, page 713)

np I s=y unto thee this Blessed Kame (the Croatest Nume)
is the Spirit of Life, the Deliverer from Leath, tne word of Salva-
tion and of Manifest Signs! Thou shalt surely heur from sll parts
the ory 'Ya Baha El Abha! reaching to the Supreme Concourse.”
. (Tablets, Vol.1ll, page 713)
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"Whenever the daughters of the Kingdow are ready in the Pre-
sence, they become Initiated into the Mysteries, and ere slways com-
penions and associates with US."

(Tablets, Vol.lll, page 724)

"I hope that thou shalt discover the Hidden Significances of
Divine Verses and through the Sounty of the Almighty, thou mayest
become informed of the concealed mystery and recondite symbol of the
Stone of the Most Great Name. These mysteries can neither be written
nor uttered. Whenever the eye cf insight is opensd, the Reality of
meanings 18 understood," (Twblets, Vol.lll, page 521)

"The essence of the Teachings of His Holiness Baha'u'llah is
Universal Love, which comprehendeth all the virtues of the world of
humanity; i1s the Cause of Eternal Life, and out of the progress of
all the lndividuals of the human race. Soon thou wilt see tnat these
Heavenly Teachings, like unto the Light of Reality, will envelop and
enlighten the world." (Tablets, Vol.lll, page 544)

"Every meating which is organired for ihe purpose of unity und
concord will be oomducive to changing strangers into friends, enemies
into associates, and Abdu'l Baha will be present in His Heazrt aznd Soul
with that meeting.” (Tablets, Vol.lll, pege 553)

"Be thou not unhappy; the tempest of sorrow shall pass, regret
will not last, disappointment will vanish, The Fire of the L.ve of
God wlll become enkindled and the throne and briars of sadness and
despondeney will be ccnsumed. Be thou happy! Rest thou assured upon
the Favors of Bahs, so that uncertainty and hesitation may become
non-existent and the Invisible Cutpourings descend upcn the arena of
being. If thou art seeking after Spiritual trenquility, turn thy
face at all times towards the Kingdom of Abhe. If thou art desiring
Divine Joy, free thyself from tiae bonds of attachment. If thou art
wishing for the confirmztion of the Holy Spirit, become thou engaged
in Teuching the Cause." (Tablets, Vol,lli, page &£57)

"The Blessed Perfection in a clear text hath promised us in
the Book, 'Verily I behold you from the Horizon of Abha, &nd will
make victoriocus whomscever will erise in tue Service of Ny Cause
with the Hosts of the Supreme Concourse and the cchorts of the Fav-
ored Angels," (Tablets, Vol,lll, Page 56€)

"Nearness is in realily of the scul, not o the body, =nd help
- and receptivity of hclp are spiritual, nct physicsl, Kkotwithstand-
ing this, I hope tnat taou mayest ztizln nesrness in every resgect,
Be thou assured taat tae Divine Bouities will so enccmpuss holy souls
even &8s the lights o the Sun doth the mo:n &nd tas starz,"

(Yubiets, Vel.1ll, pape 723)
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"0 ye elect and chosen ones of the Kingdoml

Thank God that the Greatest Keme selected and elected that
gathering, ushered it into the XKingdom of Eternal Glory, honored
and crowned it amid the Supreme Concourse.

He placed upon each head a Glorious Diadem of Guidance and
established ezch one upon the Throne of Eternal Reign. Thisz is not

) known now, but shcll become evident and cleer nereafter.

N

The seed when growing, at first doth not attract attention,
but later it bes: meth green and tihrivetn, adorning the rise-gzrden
and the orchard. Now lixewise this Divine Bounty 1s unknown, it is
not yet revealed, but soon will its Splendor Illumine ths horizonse
and brighten the Fast and the West."

(Tablets, Vol.ll, page 434)

"Your Lord hath assuredly promised His servants who are firm
and steadfast to render them victorious at all times, to exalt their
word, propogate their power, diffuse their lights, strengthen their
hear%s, elevate their banner, assist their hosts, brizhten their
stars, increase the abundance of the showers of mercy upon them and
ensble thae brave lions (teachers) to conquer. iesten! iasten, O
ye firm believers! Hastenl! Husten, 0 ye steudfast! Abandon the
heedless, set aside every ignorance, take hold of the Strong Rope
be firm in this Great Cause, draw liuht from this Evident Light, be
patient and be steadfast in tnls Wiss Religion. Ye shall see the
Hosts of Imspiration descending suecessively from the Supreme %orld,
the procession of attraction fulling incessantly from the Heights
of TFezven, the abundance of the . ingdom of Abha outpouring continu-
ally and the Teachings of God penelrating with utmost Power, while
the heedless are indeed in evident loss.!

(T«blets, Vol.1l, pafe 448)

"Verily I hope from God that ye may become My associstes in
servitude tc Eis Holy Threshold and My partners at the emtrance of
the Door of Eis Oneness, so thal ye muu equally serve in His Creat
Vineyard. Then thenk ye your Loréd for fe hath favored you with iits
Manifest Cuocess, By CGod, the True One! this cennot be eguzlled
either by the dominion of the world or by the gift of ruling over
all regions with pomp, glory and power, Feflect ye upon the chosen
ones of God in the earlier -ges; how taeir worth was unknown during
thelr days, how they were kmown by the people as but ordinery indi-
viduals ané unimportant persons., Afterwards, tneir arguments appear-
ed, their lights seintillated, their stars beamed, thelr trees be-
came lcfty, their mysteriss gieumed forta, thelr fruits were praised,
their reservoirs bscsme overfleowing, tnelr gardens udorasd, taelr
birds warbled and thelr Joy became perfect in tne iingsdom of tuelir
Benefigent Lord." {T.bleis, 7ol.il, pugs 27i)

"The Pr.nciples and Tezchings of Lana'ulllah should be care~

fully studied, one by ome, until they are reclized and understood by
mind end heart; so will you becume strong followers of the Light,
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truly spiritual heavenly soldiers of God, acquiring and spreading
the true civiliszation in the whole world. This will be the Paredise
which is to come on earth, when all ma kind will be gathered togeth-
er under tne Tent of Unity in the Kingdom of Gloryl®

(Paris Talks, page 18)

"The constellation of Love and Wisdom and Power is once more
shining from the Divine Horizon to give Joy to all who turn thelir
faces to the Light of God., B:aha'ulllah hes rent the veil of prej-
udice und superstition which was stifling the souls of men. Let us
pray to God that the Breath of the Holy Spirit may agein give hope
and refreshment to the pecple, awzkening in them a desire to do the
%ill of God. May hes:t snd soul be vivified in every mar; so will
they rejolce im & New Birth! Then shell humanity put on & new ger=-
ment in the radiance of the Love of Cod, und it snzll be tne Ilewn
of & New Creation! Then will the lercy of tie Most Merciful be show-
ered upon &ll mankind end they will srise to a lew Life."

(Puris Tzlks, page 28)

"Ye must ell strive with heart and soul until we have the Rea-
1lity of Unity in our midst, and as we work so will strength be given
unto us. Leave all though{ of self tnd strive omly to be obedisent
and submissive to the Will of God. In this way only shall we become
citizens of the Kingdom of CGod, end attain unto Life Everlasting,"

(Paris Talks, puge 48)

"I pray for you one and all, thet you mzy recelve the Founties
of the Ho Spirity so you will becomc in Truth enlightened and pro-
gress ever onward and upward to the hin.dom of God., Then shzll your
hearts be prepared to receive the glad-tidings, your eyes shall be
opened to see the Clory of God, your exzrs shall be unstopped and
you will hear the call of the ~ingdom, and with tongues made elo-
quent shall you call men to the reslization of the Divine Power end
Love of God." (Paris Talks, page 57)

"Lift up your hearts sbove tne present znc lock with eyes of
Faith into the future} Today the seed id sown, the grain falls upon
the earth, but behold the day will cowe when it shall rise a glori-
ous tree and the branches thereof shall be laden with fruit. Rejoice
and be glad that this Day has duvned, try to rezlize Its Power, for
it is indeed Wonderfull God has crowned you with honor and in your
hearts has He set a Radiant Star: verily thereof shall brighten the

| whole world." (Puris Talks, page 61)

"Seek with all your hearts the Heavenly Light, so that you may
be enabled to understand the Realities, that you may kmow the Secret
things of God; that the Hidden Ways may be made plain before your
eyes., I pray that God in His Mercy may illumine your hearts and
souls with His Glorious Light! Then shall each one of you shine as
a Radiant Star in the dark places of the world,®

' (Paris Tulks, page 62, 63)
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"This Century is the fulfillment of the Fromised Century, the
dawn, of the appearance of the Glorious Visions of past Prophets and
Sages. FKow 1s the early dawn; ere long the Effulgernt Sun shall rise
and stution Itself in the Meridian of Its izjesty. Then shzll ye
observe the effects; then shall ye behold wnat heavenly illumination
has become manifest; then shall ye comprehend that these are the
Infinite Bestowals of God, then shall ye rezlize thzt this world has
become another world and ye shall perceive the Divine Teachings uni-
versally spread, The Teachings of ilis doliness Bsha'utliah like
unto tihe Splrit shall penetrate the dead body of the world, snd like
unto an artery shall bezt through tne hesrt of the five continents,"

u?Divine Philosophy.)

"Baha'u'llaht!s teachings zre the healtn of the world, They re-
present the Spirit of tnis Age, tne Light of this Age, the %ell-being
of this Age, the Soul of this Cycle. The wurld «ill be st rest vhen
they are put into practice, for they sre neality. Pralse be to God,
the Doors of Divine Knowleuge are flung open, the Infinite Light is
shining and to such as believe and obey tne Diving Mysteries ure re-
vealed " (Pivine Philosophy)

"The East shall become illumined, the 7est perfumed, and the
children of men shall epter beneath the All-embracing canopy cf the
Oneness of the Wcrld of Humanity." (Bcha'i Scriptures, par 551)

"Know thou verily, the Covenant is an Orb which shines and
gleams forth unto the universe. Its Light will dispel dsrkmess,
Its Sea will cast out tne thick foam of suspicion upon tne shore of
perdition. Vurily, naugat in tue world cen ever resist the Fower
of the Kingdom." (Behati Scriptures, par 641)

nyerily I $ay unto thee the Cevenart of Cod and His Alliance
is e Lamp diffusing Lights from the Supreme Concourse unto tie hori-
zons of earth and heaven. Whosoever hath this Civine Lamp before
his face, his forehead shall glisten with manifest Light, and his
speech shall take effect in =1l ninds and spirits and Cod shall es-
sist him by the Power which penetrates the essence of tuings.”
(Bana'i Scriptures, par ¢85

"Be tranquil and know verily that tiie Foly Chost in thls glo-
riocus Age rescheth every scul that is sincersly faitnful, firm and
drawn to the Kingdom of the Great Lord. Verily, I address thee with
a heart overflowing with tne Love of God."

(Beha'i Scriptures, par 911)

n"In this day if any one lives in asccord with the Heavenly Teach-
ings and instructions, he shall become a Spiritual Physiclan to the
world of humenity and the Trumpet of Israfel to qulcken the dead.
For the confirmations of the Kingdom of Abha are uninterrupted and
the Victory of the Supreme Concourse is the Associate of every one
who is pure in heart." (Bha'i Seriptures, par 648)

pe = 435 (k)



LBSSON 11, Part 2. 8.

nIt is known and clear that today the Unseen Divine Assistance
encompasses those who deliver the Message. And if the work of de-
livering the Message be neglected, the Assistance shall be entirely
cut off. Under all conditions the Kessage must be delivered but
with wisdom. If every one of the friends of God were to try to lead

., one soul to the Right Path the number of believers would be doubled
every year." (Baha'i Seriptures, par 850)

HEALING.

"When the material world and the Divine World are co-related,
when the hearts become heavenly and the aspiratioms grow pure and
Divine, perfect connections will take place. Then will its power
produce a perfect manifestation. Physical and spiritual diseases
will then receive absolute healing.!

(DPivine Art of Living, page 166)

"He who is filled with the Love of Baha and forgets all things,
the Holy Spirit will be heard from his lips and the Spirit of Life
will fi11 his heart, the lights of the Signs will shine from his
face, the words will issue from his mouth as strands of peurls, and
21l sickness and disease will be healed by the laying én of hands.”

(Divine Art of Living, page 170)

sTurning the fece toward God brings healing to the body, the
mind, the soul, When this advancement towards God has become com-
plete one is able to overcome passion and desire, one becomes pro-
tected from sin and transgression, and is delivered from heedless-
ness. This will bestow Eternal Lifﬂ and will grant the imperishable
gift." (DPivine Art of Living, page 171)

nrrust thou in the Grace of thy Master and ask that which thou
wishest from His Neme, the Clement, the Merciful. All these ail-
ments will pass away and you will receive perfect physical and spir-
itual health. I will guarantee it, Be confident. Let your heart
be confident and assured that through the Bounty of Banatu'llsah,
through the Favor of Baha'u'llah, everything will become pleasant
for you, you must rest assured. Be confident that you will receive
spiritual and physical health together. Xnow thou of a certainty.
But you must turn your face wholly towards the Kingdom of Abha, giv-

| ing perfect attentions the same attention Mary Magdalene had for His

Holiness Christ. Be like her and I will assure you that you will
receive physical and spiritual health."
(Tablet to American believers.)

"Do thou show a steadfast and firm footing in this station,
engage in guiding tne people and call them unto the Kingdomj then wil
thou find how the Divine Magnet ~ the Power of the Word of God -
will attract hearts and bestow ecstacy and enthusiasm upon souls.
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When thou reachest this station, there shall remain no obstacles,
end no vell shall interveme and all that is thy highest wish shall
be realized." (Bsha'i Scriptures, par 833)

"Now 1s tne beginning of the manifestation of the Spiritual

. Power and surely day by day its potency will assume greater and

| greater proportions. Therefore this twentleth century is the begin-
ning or dawn of the Spiritual Illumination and it is evident that
day by day 4t will advance. It will reach such a degree that Spir-
itual Effulgence shall overcome the materialj so that Divine suscep-
tibilities shall overcome material intelligence and the Heavenly
Light shall dispel and banish earthly darkness. Divine healing shall
cure all 1118 and the cloud of Mercy shall pour down Rain. The Sun
of Reality shall shine and &ll the earth shall put on its beautiful
green carpet," (Bzha'i Scriptures, par 639)

uamong the results of the manifestation of the Spiritual Forces
will be: that the human world shall take & mew socizl form, the Jus-
tice of God will become manifest, humen equality will be established.
For the poor there will be greater bestowals, and for the rich eter-
nal happiness, For although Just now the rich enjoy the greatest
luxury and all comfort, yet they are deprived of eternel happiness
for Eternal Happiness is contingent upon glving, and the poor are in
a state of abject poverty. Through the manifes ation of God's Great
Equity, the poor of the world will be fully rewarded, so that in the
future there will not be the abnormally rich nor the abject poor.
The poor will enjoy comforts &s vwell as the rich, for in the future,
owing to certain restrictions, the rich will not accumulate so wuch
as to be beyond nanagement, and the poor will not retain this state
of absolute want and misery."

"The purpose is this: that Divine Justice shall be manifest
and all human kind shall find comfort., I do not mean that all will
be equal, for inequality is a principle of nuture. There will be of
necessity rich people and those who will be in wamt of their liveli-
hood, but there will be an equalizallon and re~adjustment. In the
future there will no very rich people nor extremely poor people.
There will be an equilibrium, and a condition will be @stablished
which will make both the rich and the poor comforteble. This shall
be an Eternal and Blessed out come of this Glorious Century, which
in the future will become realized, The purpose is thiss that all
the promises of the Prophets, all the glad-tidings given in the Holy
Books will be fulfilled. Await ye for that manifestation.”

(Baha'i Scriptures, par 640)

nYerily I say unto thee, that if for the Appearance of that
Divine " ssence thou desireth to have a definite proof, an indisput-
able testimony, and a strong convincing evidence, thou must prepare
thyself to make thy heart empty and thine eye ready to look only
toward the Kingdom of God. Then at that time, the Radiance of that
wWidespread Effulgence shall descend upon thee successfully, and that
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motion rendered thee by the Holy Spirit shall make thee dispense
with any other strong evidence, that leadeth to the appearance of
this Light, because the Greatest and Strongest Proof for showing the
abundance of the Spirit to the bodies 1s the very appearance of Its
Power and Influence in those bodies, Think thou deeply of this in
_ order to kmow the Reality of iy Explanation and Demonstration.”
(Baha'i Scriptures, par 875)

. vwpraisse be to God that He has endowed you with a power through
which you can penetrate mysteries. Verily, as you reflect deeply,
ponder carefully, think minutely, the Doors of bnowledge will be
opened to you." (Compilation)

nToday, directing mankind to the Right Path is tne magnet which
will attract to us the help of God. All those who consecrate them-
selves to this work, are accompanied of Divine Providence."
(Compilation)

"AB to the guestion that the holy and spiritual souls influence
help and gulde the oreatures after they have cast off their elementel
mold, this is an established truth of tae Baha'is. Nay, even the Hol
Manifestations of God extend a Great Bounty, and an evident Light
after their ascent from the world.®

(Tablets, Vol.lll, page 543)

A GLORIOUS PROMISE.

A8 to the question whether souls will recognize each other in
the Spiritual worlds this fact is certain, For the Kingdom 1s a worl
of vision, where all the concealed Realities will become disclosed.
How much more the intimate souls will become manifest. The mysterles
of which man is heedless in this earthly world, those will he discov-
er in the Heavenly World and there will be informed of the secret of
truth; how much more will he recognize or discover persons with whom
he has associated., Undoubtedly, the holy souls who find a pure eye
znd are favored with insight will in the Kingdom of Lights be acquain:
ed with all mysteries and will seek the bounty of witnessing the Real-
ity of every great souls They will even manifestly behold the Beauty
of God in that world. Likewise will they find all the friends of God.
both those of former and recent times, present in the Heavenly Assem-
blage. And know thou of a certainty, thet in the Divine Worlds, the
Spiritual beloved ones will recognize each other, and will seek union,
but & spiritual union, Likewlse, a love that one may have entertain-
ed for one will not be forgotten in the world of the Kingdom. Like-
wise, thou wilt not forget the life thou hast had in the material
world." (Baha'i Seriptures, par 922)
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YARRIAGE.

"Yhen relationship, union and concord exist between the two
from a physical and spiritual standpoint, that is the rezl union,
therafore everlasting. But if the union is merely from the physical

) point of view, unquestionably it is temporal and at the end separa-
tion is inevitable. But the marriage of the pecple of Baha must
consist of both physical and spirituzl relationship, for both of
them are intoxicated with the wine of One Cup, are attracted by One
Peerless Countenance, are quickened with One Life, and are illumined
with One Light. This 1s the Spiritual Relationship, and Everlasting
Tnion. Likewise in the physical world they ars bound together with
strong and unbreakabls ties,"

"Consaquently when the people of Baha desire to enter the Sa-
cred Union of matrimony, Eternal Connection, Idezl relationship, Spi-
ritual and physiocal association of thoughts and coneceptions of Life
must exist between them, so that in sll the grades of existence and
tall the worlés of God!' this union may continue forever and ever,
for this Reazl Union is a Splendor of the Lights of the Love of God.
The souls who sacrifice self, become detached from tne lmperfections
of the realm of man, and free from the shackles of this epheweral
world, -assuredly the 'Splendors of the Rays of Divine Union' shell
shine in tneir hearts; in the Eternal Paradise tney shall find Ideal
Relationship, Union and Happiness.,"

(Tablet to Shahnaz Waite.)

"Then know hou verily, the holy souls will be united together
in the Supreme World, even as the birds which return to their nests
in the Garden of Uuiéy. But they are strangers in this mortal world
snd will not be united together except under the Tree of Mercifulness.

(Tablet to Mrs, Mezdowcroft, Chicago)

"The question as to supernatural power: without advanoing to-
wards the Kingdom of Abha, it is impossible and inaccessible. But
should a soul enter under the Shadiow of tne Flessed Perfection, step
into the Divine Kingdom, act according to the Commands znd Exhorta-
tions of God and practice the New Teachings - unquestionably he will
become endowed with Supernatural Power."

(Teblets, Vol.lll, page 547)

®Verily, thy Lord hath breathed the Spirit of zrgument into

/ thy mouth, speak thou in a most wonderful explanation and meditate
not at the time of advancing proofs, evidences and signs. And speak
thou which the Spirit inspireth thee. This is a proof unto thee and
unto every one among the possessors of understanding..... Verily, I
am with thee in Spirit and reveal unto thee the Word of Cuidance at

every moment and time."
(Tablets, Vol.lll, page 717)
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"Lo! To be far in body is of no account. To be near im
Spirit is essential. Seek that from GCod. When thou hast attained
tnat, thou art always with Me."

(Compilation)

"I am the Lawp and the Love of God is My Light, This Light
hath become reflected in thne mirrors of hearts. Therefore turn thou
unto thy hearti that is when it is ip the utmost freedom, and behold
how the Radiance of ¥y Love 18 manifested in that mirror, and thou
art near unto Me. Recite the Greatest Name at every morn and turn
unto the Kingdom of Abha, until thou mzyest apprehend My Hgsteriel.“

(Tablets, Vol,11l1l, page 674

"If any soul desires to attain to Knowledge, in the moment
when that desire had mounted to its apex - a tescher will be sent re-
gardless whether that inquiring one is in a cave in the ground or in
any other igaccessible place. The Power of Divine Attraction will
bring this Knowledge to that socul,"

(Tablet)

THIS AGE.

"If thou couldst measure tne he_ghts and depths of the marvel-
ous events which hsve transpired and are transpiring in this Cause
thou wouldst write down every word I utter with a Pen of Diamond up~
on a page of Gold." (Ahmad!s Diary)

"I now assure thee that i1f thy mind become empty and pure from
every mention and thought and thy heart attracted wholly to the King-
dom of God, forgetting all else beside God and coming in communion
with the Spirit of God, then the Holy s5pirit will assist thee with a
Power which will enable thee to penetrate all things, and a daszling
spark which enlightens all sides, a brilliant Flame in the Zenith of
the Heavens will teach thee that which thou dost not know, of the
facts of the Unlverse and the Divine Doctrins. Verlly, I say unto
thee, every soul which today ariseth to guide others to the P:th of
Safety and infuse in them the Spirit of Life, tnat soul the Holy Spi-
rit will inspire with evidences, proofs, facts, and the Light will
shine upon it from the kingdom of God. Do not forget what I have
conveyed unto thee from the Breaths of the Spirit."

(Bahat'i Scriptures, pzr 876)

"Verily, know that the Tablets of Abdu'l Bzha and His Addresses
are a Hidden Mystery and concezled fact, No one is informed of their
greatness and lmportance at these times, but in the course of time
and future centuries the signs thereof will be manifested, the Lights
thereof will dawn forth; the Fragrances thereof will be diffused and
the greatness, the importance thereof will be known. The truth I say
unto thee, that each leaflet from Abdu'l Baha will be a wide-spread
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